
O n the evening of Decem-
ber 31, 1999, in a loca-
tion that must remain 
a secret, my family and 

some friends buried a time capsule to 
mark y2k, the new millennium. To 
keep warm, we built a huge bon�re 
next to the spot. We forti�ed our-
selves with hot chocolate. Then, at 
the stroke of midnight, we lowered 
the plastic picnic basket into the hole 
and shovelled dirt over it. It was a 
real adventure.

We �lled our time capsule with 
coins, family mementos, letters, 
magazines, and recordings. We took 
elaborate precautions to make sure 
the time capsule contents would sur-
vive a long time. Finally, we agreed 
that our grandchildren should dig 
the chest up in �fty years.

Grandchildren? We still don’t 
have any. So we don’t even know for 
sure whether there will be grandkids 
to open our time capsule �fty years 
from now. Still, we buried that thing 
in hope.

ICS isn’t exactly a buried treasure 
— though not as many people have 
discovered it as we’d like! But when 

ICS: a new millennium treasure
by John Suk

it was founded 40 years ago, you can 
be sure that the dreamers who did so 
also hoped their fragile institution 
would still be around to minister to 
and with their grandchildren. 

It is. And along the way, far from 
being a treasure buried in some �eld, 
ICS has actually been a light set upon 
a stand that shines for a much larger 
academic and societal audience than 
just the grandchildren! I invite you 
to read this issue of Perspective to get 
a better idea of just how brightly ICS 
is shining.

The bottom line? We are not the 
biggest graduate university ever. But 
time, by God’s grace, has been good 
to ICS. At ICS we are privileged to 
re�ect on some of the most dif�cult 
and mysterious conundrums human-
ity faces. What is the meaning of life? 
What is truth? How do we keep hope 
alive when so much seems so wrong?

ICS does not have all the answers, 
of course. But with your prayers 
and support, we are doing our best 
to bring what is hidden into the 
light of God’s word. And, as with 
my family’s y2k treasure, it’s a great 
adventure. 
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ANOTHER BRICK IN THE WALL
JUST ANOTHER 
BRICK IN THE WALL
Why We Don’t Join Institutions Anymore

WILL OUR CHURCH 
HAVE CHILDREN? 
Emergent Possibilities

Keynote Speaker: Bob Sweetman 

Historian of Philosophy at ICS

Institute for Christian Studies

9:00 AM, SATURDAY, 23 FEBRUARY 2008
River Park Christian Reformed Church, Calgary AB
Info and registration: www.icscanada.edu/events/

7:00 PM, WEDNESDAY, 12 MARCH 2008
The King’s University College Atrium, Edmonton AB
Info: www.icscanada.edu/events/
Free event, no registration required

The 
Institute for Christian Studies

is proud to invite
friends and supporters

to our
40th Anniversary Dinner

& Silent Auction

Saturday, May 10, 2008

 Reception 6:00 pm 
 Dinner 6:30 pm
 Auction 8:00 pm

at

Toronto District Christian High School

Tickets $35

Tickets must be purchased by 
April 30th, 2008

To order tickets online please visit:
www.icscanada.edu/40thanniversary

or contact Joella DeBoer at
1 888 326 5347 ext 243

INSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIAN STUDIES

 Intensive, interactive
 Summer School courses 
 are designed for:
 Christian school teachers 

seeking advanced degrees

 Working professionals 
looking to explore how 
their faith integrates with 
their careers

 Graduate students con-
tinuing their education

For course information, go to:
www.icscanada.edu/students/courses_summer

Take a vacation
Learn this summer at ICS!
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T he most quoted Psalm line in 
the Newer Testament is: “Sit 
at my right hand,” says the 
LORD God to my Lord, “un-

til I have put down your enemies as a 
footstool for your feet” (Psalm 110:1). 
The bright certainty of that God-
promise gave the apostolic church 
incredible encouragement during its 
�rst centuries of persecution. 

The sure hope of Psalm 110:1, 
you could say, also invigorated the 
founders of the Association for the 
Advancement of Christian Scholar-
ship. Wheaton College-Westminster 
Seminary graduate H. Evan Runner 
and others promoted with evangeli-
cal fervour the Kuyperian vision that 
not one square inch of God’s world 
should be off-limits to the gracious, 
redemptive rule of Jesus Christ. 
Such zeal upset a lot of people with 
established power in the Reformed 
world at the time, especially those 
who were made to think they could 
be among the “enemies” needing to 
be stepped on.

That utterly unchanging, 
strengthening promise of God is fol-
lowed up with verse 4:  “Henceforth 
you are a priest forever in the order of 
Melchizedek!”

The Melchizedek of Psalm 110:4 
is given extensive attention in the 
letter to the Hebrews to curtail 
trusting in one’s Jewish blood for 
salvation and to urge followers of the 
Christ to mature in the discipline of 
diaconal just-doing. To be invested 
with the order of Melchizedek is to 
be commissioned a Red Cross nurse 
in the battle against principalities 
and evil powers in God’s historical 
world. As a Kuyperian communion 
of believers out�tted with the order 
of Melchizedek, we are called to 
institute the Lord’s merciful royal 
justice as priests – as mediating, heal-
ing servants who unite repentant 
people with the majestic Lord’s way 
of redeeming creation.

As the Institute for Christian 

The Melchizedek Injunction
by Calvin Seerveld

Studies evolves from a zealous �rst-
generation movement into a second-
generational institution, I believe 
it wise to highlight our continuing 
existence under the Melchizedek in-
junction:  always be a priest-king in 
forging just-doing (in scholarship).

That means several things to me, 
among others:

1 Just as the letter to the Hebrews 
about Melchizedek disenfran-
chises an Aaronic clergy playing 
boss, so scholars must shun pull-
ing intellectual rank as if we were 
an authoritative guild responsible 
only to our scholarly selves. Our 
specialized knowledge must bear 
the fruit of wisdom for profes-
sional daily lives, or “the making 
of books” is vain.

2 The Calvinian kingly penchant for 
effecting true justice in society, 
which blesses believers and unbe-
lievers alike, needs to be gentled, 
so to speak, with a Lutheran pas-
sion for priestly sacri�cial service. 
That is how this rich brand of 
reformational Christian faith, 
joining the Anglo-Catholic tradi-
tion, may be winsome, hospitable, 
far-reaching, and humble.

3 A Melchizedek Institute for 
Christian Studies will be focused 
on teaching a third generation —  
out of concern for the church 
(George Vandervelde), and with 
a passion to give direction in a 
wayward society (Bernard Zylstra) 
— so as to equip them with the 
languages, the historical con-
sciousness, and the biblical piety 
requisite for the long haul of be-
ing a blessing on the earth.

The charismatic “New Christi-
anity” blossoming throughout the 
apostate world, and the unintelli-
gibility of Muslim fundamentalism 
to the post-Enlightenment Western 

mentality, both need the biblical grit 
and insight that the reformational 
evangelical faith tradition can pro-
vide. I pray that the Lord will indeed 
raise up a new generation of leaders, 
including scholars interacting with 
CLAC (Christian Labour Association 
of Canada), CPJ (Citizens for Pub-
lic Justice), WRF (Work Research 
Foundation), and Christian colleges 
everywhere, who will shun pre-emp-
tive strikes and accept the a priori pre-
emptive vulnerability of living under 
the Melchizedek injunction:  patiently 
give away together whatever your 
gifts be to the neighbour and stranger, 
and expect the LORD to bless your 
giving (Ecclesiastes 11:1-6). Even if a 
completing shalom does not come in 
your lifetime, give yourself away in 
Christ’s name, because the outstand-
ing promise of Psalm 110:1 is sure. 

Dr. Calvin Seerveld is ICS Senior  
Member Emeritus, Aesthetics

Statue of 
Melchizedek in  
the Borghese  
Chapel of the 
Basilica di Santa 
Maria Maggiore.
Public domain, 
Wikipedia.org
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I used to teach homiletics —  
sermon writing — at Asian 
Theological Seminary. I told my 
students the same thing over 

and over: “The gospel is simple. It’s 
getting people to listen to it that is 
hard.” The point, of course, is that 
the job of the preacher is to craft a 
sermon that invites people to listen.

What does that look like? Well, 
I’ll spend a few hours studying my 
passage to make sure I know what I 
want to say. But I spend most of my 
sermon-writing time �guring out the 
shape it needs to get a hearing. 

Before I’m �nished I’ll have tossed 
more than a few false starts into the 
recycling bin. And I’ll spend hours 
pacing my home, racking my brain 
to �gure out how to proceed. Should 
it be a narrative? Is rhyme or repeti-
tion called for? Illustrations? How 
is the �rst paragraph going to grab 
those listening? 

There are strong parallels here for 
ICS. We know what we’re about. We 

Minding the Mission:  
seeking wisdom, keeping faith by John Suk

have a clearly de�ned mission that 
everyone at ICS is on board with. 

This mission is easy to under-
stand. Figuring out how to accom-
plish it, however, involves countless 
practical and strategic issues. How 
do we raise the funds? Mail or phone 
campaigns? Do we expand our 
staff? Or faculty? How much of our 
resources should go to the library? To 
worldview conferences?  From where 
do we recruit students? How do we 
engage alumni? Who will handle our 
human resources issues?  

What strikes me about the past 
40 years is that sometimes ICS’s nec-
essary focus on establishing itself as 
an institution, �nding support, and 
getting degree-granting status has 
received so much time and energy 
that we’ve failed to communicate 
how well we’ve really accomplished 
the heart of our mission. Hundreds 
of students have passed through our 
halls. Many teach at universities and 
serve as leaders in their communities. 

Our Junior and Senior Members have 
enviable publishing records.

So, what’s our plan for the next 
40 years? More time and effort spent 
on strategic and practical issues! I 
dream of six fully funded chairs and 
twelve faculty members. Financial 
aid at levels high enough to attract 
students who might otherwise go to 
other universities. Using three full 
�oors of the building rather than 
one-and-a-half. 

But at heart we’ll still be focused 
on the same core vision. And our 
hope and prayer at ICS is that you 
will help us solve the practical and 
strategic issues involved in accom-
plishing that mission. 

The Institute for Christian Studies is an interdisciplinary graduate school: 

 Û  where the gospel’s message of renewal shapes our pursuit  

  of wisdom; and 

 Û  where scholars focus on the intersection of reformational  

  philosophy and contemporary scholarship and society.

Channel 229 News is a  
biweekly source of news related  
to ICS. To subscribe, email  
channel229-owner@icscanada.edu

ICS President’s Prayer, Praise,  
and News Letter is distributed 
monthly. To subscribe email:  
prayerletter@icscanada.edu
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Faithfulness of ICS Supporters  
Inspires ICS Alumna to Serve  by Sophie Vandenberg

I CS alumna Janet Wesselius, who 
now teaches philosophy at the 
University of Alberta, recently 
con�rmed what many have long 

suspected. “The ICS is not a normal 
grad school,” she said.

Wesselius explains. “While most 
grad schools socialize their students 
into a discipline so they have the 
right credentials to be a professional 
philosopher, a professional historian, 
or a professional ‘whatever,’ ICS 
does none of that.” She says that the 
Institute, by contrast, is about intel-
lectual development and maturation. 
“ICS gives you every opportunity you 
need to mature as a thinker, and that 

ICS. It was extraordinarily challeng-
ing. And I made some very strong 
friendships.”

Wesselius calls her ICS education 
spiritually and intellectually forma-
tive. The education she received 
there continues to inform both her 
academic career and her commit-
ments beyond the university. 

It shows up in her teaching. As 
she thinks about her own style as a 
professor, ICS profs come to mind. 
“I hear echoes of Henk and Bob and 
Lambert,” she says. In her research 
she continues to look for the basic 
orientation of the writers and think-
ers she encounters, something she 
learned to do while at the Institute. 
“I’m always looking for the roots of 
their thoughts,” she says.

Beyond the university, her ICS 
formation has led Wesselius to chair 
the Board of Citizens for Public Jus-
tice (CPJ), an organization promoting 
public justice in Canada, and to repre-
sent the Christian Reformed Church 
on the Ecological Justice Committee 
of a group known as KAIROS, an 
ecumenical partnership of churches 
and religious organizations. Why 
these commitments? “Partly because 
at ICS I learned about the responsi-
bility of being a scholar. You have a 
responsibility to give back,” she said.

In these volunteer commitments 
Wesselius says she is reminded of the 
faithfulness of all those who helped 
support her education – a faithfulness 
she calls visionary, inspiring, and 
encouraging. “I couldn’t have gone 
to ICS without them. I was educated 
by all those very, very faithful people 
who supported ICS �nancially. My 
involvement in CPJ and KAIROS is 
my way of being faithful also.”

She recalls an occasion when an 
ICS supporter who was not a blood 
relative put his arm around her and 
said, referring to Wesselius, “I always 
hoped one of my children would go 
to ICS, and one of them did.”

“It’s remarkable,” she said. 

can be quite painful. In that sense it’s 
a very old-fashioned place.”

Wesselius said she ended up at 
ICS partly because of the neo-Kuy-
perian family she was raised in. “I 
grew up in that kind of home. And I 
had a whole web of connections with 
ICS.” As a King’s University College 
student in Edmonton, Wesselius 
admired her philosophy professor, 
Lambert Zuidervaart, an ICS grad 
who would later go on to teach at 
ICS himself. 

Having grown up in the Canadian 
West, Wesselius found coming to 
Toronto “a bit of a culture shock” but 
did not regret her choice. “I adored 

Dr. Janet Wesselius
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Our daily work

M E N T O R I N G  
&  T E A C H I N G

Lambert Zuider-
vaart, Rebekah 
Smick (as of July, 
2008), Robert 
Sweetman, John 
Suk (President), 
Shannon Hoff, 
Ron Kuipers. 
Absent: Nicholas 
Ansell, Doug 
Blomberg (on  
sabbatical).

ICS also draws 
on the scholar-
ship of three senior 
members emeriti—
Hendrik Hart, 
James Olthuis, 
and Calvin 
Seerveld—and 
approximately 20 
adjunct professors 
and part-time in-
structors to provide 
regular, distance, 
and summer 
courses.

A D M I N I S T R AT I O N  
&  A D VA N C E M E N T

Joella De Boer, Administrative 
Assistant to the President

Robbin Burry, Registrar,  
Academic and Student  
Services Of�cer

Isabella Guthrie-McNaughton, 
Librarian

Daryl Kinsman, IT ManagerJenny Krabbe, Western Canada 
Advancement Of�cer

Ivor Sarjoo, Custodian Lyn Storms, Bookkeeeper

Shawn Stovell, Director  
of Student Services

Henriëtte Thompson,  
Associate Dean

G O V E R N A N C E

Members of the Board of Trustees 
and Senate provide essential 
oversight to the operations and 
academic program of ICS. Resid-
ing across Canada and the US, 
Board members and Senators 
nevertheless actively serve on 
committees, promote ICS in many 
areas of life, and convene annu-
ally to deliberate and approve 
new directions and policies.

Vidya Williams, Donor  
Relations Manager
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Andy Doerksen
Junior Member, Master 
of Worldview Studies

There’s no other school like it [ICS] 
in Canada. You learn how to take the 
Christian worldview and ‘practical-
ize’ it in every facet of life. You learn 
how to take it into teaching or other 
careers.

[At ICS] be prepared to think 
hard and to interact with other 
points of view in a rigorous and 
respectful fashion.

Fisseha Feleke
Junior Member, MA (Philosophy)

ICS is the best place to think seri-
ously without losing your Christian 
foundation. It’s a Christian institu-
tion which has respect for critical 
thought.

I have to know how to converse 
with others. My plan is to teach 
and to engage in forming society in 
Ethiopia. In order to do that I have 

to be engaged in public discussions 
with people of various backgrounds. 

The interdisciplinary character of 
ICS helps me organize knowledge I 
have gained. This training brings the 
whole together.

Students get suf� cient guidance 
from the professor in terms of a road-
map and orientation. Once these are 
set, students come up with their own 
views and we discuss them. It’s not 
one-sided from professor to student. 
It’s reciprocal. We share and argue. 
It’s very rich and interesting. I didn’t 
want to miss any of the classes. 

Jeff Hocking
Junior Member, PhD

ICS bene� ts from a consistent stream 
of articulate thinkers working 
on current and relevant topics. It 
grounds itself within the spirit of the 
reformed philosophical tradition but 
also allows for critique and growth. 
ICS allows space for junior and senior 
members to deconstruct and recon-
struct our tradition together.

ICS is an open and welcoming envi-
ronment which allows junior members 
to pursue their own interests within 
community. You are encouraged 

to do your own thing but it is not 
individualistic. You’re not just another 
face in the crowd. ICS is very friendly. 
There is lots of talking in community. 
It encourages rigorous academic 
work in a loving environment.

Rahel Katzenstein
Junior Member, Special Studies Student

I’m studying at a secular university 
in Switzerland where there exists 
no outspoken faith commitment. I 
wanted to know what it is like to 
study philosophy at a place where 
one does philosophy consciously out 
of a certain perspective. ICS tries 
to bring things together. It’s very 
inspiring to be a student here.

Christian faith is not limited to 
church or private prayer only but has 
an in� uence in every sphere: educa-
tion, politics, etc. This is one of the 
fundamental beliefs driving ICS and 
it is what makes ICS very interesting 
to me.

I feel supported here. You’re not 
anonymous. You interact with other 
students. The faculty seems to be 
genuinely interested in the students 
and challenges them to rethink their 
outlook.

Inside the classroom

I C S  B O O K S T O R E
ICS offers a variety of books from scholarly and academic

to popular and devotional. 

For a full list, visit: www.icscanada.edu/bookshop/

Or, please email us at bookshop@icscanada.edu for a list 
or contact us at 416 979 2331 (toll free 888 326 5347)
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Successful MA Thesis Defences

Y VA N A  M O L S

August 20, 2007

Examination committee:  
Nicholas Ansell (c); Yvana Mols; 
Robert Sweetman (m); Doug 
Blomberg (ie); Eric Springsted, 
President, American Weil Society 
(ee, by phone)

Title: “Weil, Truth and Life: Simone 
Weil and Ancient Pedagogy as a Way 
of Life”

M I C H A E L  M O L S

November 9, 2007

Examination committee: Henriette 
Thompson (c); Robert Sweetman 
(m); Michael Mols; Nicholas Ansell 
(ie); Rachel Lee Fulton, University of 
Chicago (ee, by phone)

Title: “Bernard of Clairvaux on 
the Song of Songs: A Contemporary 
Encounter with Contemplative 
Aspirations”

C H R I S  A L L E R S

October 26, 2007

Examination committee: Shannon Hoff 
(c); Ron Kuipers (m); Chris Allers; 
Jennifer Geddes, University of 
Virginia (ee); Lambert Zuidervaart (ie)

Title: “Taking Hannah Arendt 
to Church: Toward a Renewed 
Appreciation of the Mutuality 
between Moral Philosophy and 
Religious Life and Culture”

  Legend

 m mentor

 ee external
  examiner

 ie internal 
  examiner

 c chair

C A R L O S  B O V E L L

November 22, 2007

Examination committee:  
John Magee, University of Toronto 
(ee); Carlos Bovell; Robert Sweetman 
(m); Ron Kuipers (ie); Isabella 
Guthrie-McNaughton, not in photo (c)

Title: “Rhetoric more geometrico in 
Proclus’ Elements of Theology and 
Boethius’ De Hebdomadibus”

R I C K  VA N  M A N E N

August 24, 2007

Examination committee:  
Doug Blomberg (ie); Shannon Hoff 
(c); Sylvia Keesmaat (m); Rick Van 
Manen; Michael Knowles, McMaster 
Divinity College (ee)

Title: “Bursting the Banks:  
Matthew’s Use of Israel’s Wisdom 
Tradition”

S T U A R T  B A S D E N

November 30, 2007

Examination committee:  
Jim Olthuis (ie); Shannon Hoff (c); 
Stuart Basden; Nicholas Ansell (m); 
Tom Reynolds, University of Toronto 
(ee)

Title: “From Ground to Ocean: 
Robinson and Keller at the 
Beginnings of Divinity”

N O A H  M A R T I N

January 14, 2008

Examination committee: Shannon Hoff 
(c); Ron Kuipers (ie); Noah Martin; 
James Olthuis (m); Clive Thomson, 
University of Western Ontario (ee)

Title: “An Introduction to Lacanian 
Psychoanalysis: Seminars 1 and 2”

4 Institute for Christian Studies Perspective www.icscanada.edu
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Two Smiths
by Sophie Vandenberg

A lthough James K.A. 
Smith and David Smith 
are not related, and were 
raised on different con-

tinents, they have more in common 
than just a last name. Both were 
students at ICS in the mid nineties. 
Both studied under ICS’s Dr. Jim 
Olthuis. Both got their Masters in 
Philosophical Foundations from the 
Institute. And today, both Smiths are 
professors at Calvin College in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan.

When Jamie Smith �rst arrived 
at ICS from Stratford, Ontario, he 
had no idea what he was getting 
himself into. “It rocked my world 
in some ways,” he recalls. He found 
the Institute’s summer “boot camp” 
for incoming students, where he 
was introduced to a reformational 
tradition that included thinkers such 
as Herman Dooyeweerd, upsetting. 
“My whole intellectual framework 
was imploding.”

In hindsight Jamie calls those 
the two most important years of his 
education, giving him the habits of 
thinking that he continues to use 
today. “That’s when the intellectual 
framework that I live and work in 
was formed and established. It’s 
amazing how much can happen in 
two years. In a way, my whole intel-
lectual framework was dismantled 
and rebuilt,” said Jamie.

David Smith also found the 
Institute’s academic atmosphere for-
mative. “It set in place an intellectual 
trajectory that I’m still following. 
It framed some very basic ques-
tions for me that guided subsequent 
research. I’m still chasing the same 
questions...in teaching and research.” 
He published a paper this past year, 
in fact, which he had written for a 
seminar while at ICS.

David, now director of Calvin’s 
Kuyers Institute, which considers the 
relationship between faith, teaching, 
and learning, originally came to ICS 
from the UK looking for a gradu-

continued to be of value. David, who 
obtained his PhD at the University 
of London, said that the Institute’s 
focus on intense small-class discus-
sion, its close reading of texts, and 
its engagement with ideas served 
him well. “After �nishing the MPhil 
(Master of Philosophical Founda-
tions) at ICS, completing the PhD 
was not much extra work.”

Jamie commented that ICS led 
him to a strong sense of vocation as 
a distinctly Christian scholar. “The 
Institute gave me a robust vision of 
what Christian scholarship could 
be. It gave me a solid foundation,” 
he said, adding that several leading 
voices at Calvin College, as well as 
others who are regarded as intel-
lectual leaders by that community, 
are either from the Institute or have 
a connection to it. “I remain very 
grateful for the time at the Insti-
tute,” he said. 

ate school where he could explore 
a Christian perspective in foreign 
language education. Jim Olthuis’s 
anthropological work caught his at-
tention. “I came to work with Jim,” 
he says.

David reports that ICS’s academic 
community continues to in�uence 
him. “There were some really good 
people at ICS. Bob Sweetman is one 
person on the planet that I think 
most highly of, and Doug Blomberg 
remains an in�uence.”

Jamie also attests to the signi�-
cant role played by community in 
his ICS experience. “A real big part 
of it was relationships – relationships 
with Henk, Bob, Jim, Cal, George. 
I felt privileged to be there with the 
Old Guard. It was a treat to be able 
to learn with those �gures,” Jamie 
said.

As the two Smiths moved on, 
they found their ICS education 

James K.A. Smith 
(l) and David 
Smith (r) recall 
their formative 
experiences at ICS
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Inside the classroom

Robert Sweetman
Senior Member, Professor of  
the History of Philosophy

ICS is a place where you don’t have 
to choose between faith and schol-
arly precision and depth. Its tools 
are philosophical but its approach 
is broad. The tools will lead stu-
dents to engage with culture. That’s 
the whole point. If the tools don’t 
provide a blessing for life, there’s 
something wrong.

Worldview is about the things 
that move people and make them 
do things even before they think 
about doing them—re�ex responses. 
Worldview has been used to look 
at recognizable communities which 
have personalities and act in pat-
terned ways. What is the shared 
sense of the world that lies behind 
these patterns? What are the deeply 
shared hunches? Worldview study 
offers tools to allow you to identify 
these deep impulses and should also 
allow you to engage in self-re�ection 
and self-knowledge.

Ron Kuipers
Senior Member, Philosophy of Religion

There’s been a generational turnover 
in faculty at ICS. There are a lot of 
new faces and different energy. But 
with the generational change there is 
a continuity of spirit.

Lambert Zuidervaart
Senior Member, Philosophy

ICS takes an interdisciplinary ap-
proach. Here philosophy crosses its 
own boundaries, boundaries between 
philosophy and economics, for 
example, or between continental and 
analytic philosophy.

ICS helps people become more 
re�ective about the driving forces 
in society and about how we live as 
communities and organizations, not 
just as Christians leading individual 
lives.

Doug Blomberg
Senior Member, Philosophy of Education

What kind of people are attracted 
to study at ICS? In my time at ICS, 
I have seen an incredible variety of 
people from all parts of the world. 
They come for different reasons, but 
most share the desire to heal the rift 
between the secular academy and 
the Gospel, that Christ might be 
acknowledged as Lord over all. 

What is absolutely distinct about 
ICS and what makes it different from 
other Christian graduate schools 
has got to be the reformational 
philosophical tradition, to which, of 
course, we don’t adhere slavishly, but 
which is in that very spirit of ongo-
ing reformation. 

Shannon Hoff 
Senior Member, Social  
and Political Philosophy

I am returning to a community to 
which I feel deeply indebted, since 
I developed as a critical thinker and 
scholar within it. I received incredi-
ble support and intellectual guidance 
at both ICS and Calvin, an experi-
ence that hasn’t been replicated in 
any other educational context. I am 
excited to be a part of this context, to 
pass on the gift that I received in the 
form of teaching and mentoring.
 

Nicholas Ansell
Senior Member, Theology

ICS was the natural choice for me 
because I wanted the freedom to ask 
philosophical questions about theol-
ogy as a �eld without having to �ght 
against the claim that religious stud-
ies and theology should be neutral.

I wanted to bring perspectival 
awareness to bear on speci�c theo-
logical arguments and positions.

I now teach theology here, though 
I still consider myself a student of 
theology. The classroom is still the 
classroom for me too, thanks to other 
participants, who are often so much 
better than books. 
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A s ICS prepares to cel-
ebrate its 40th anniversary 
convocation, it’s hard to 
imagine a more �tting 

recipient for an honorary doctorate 
than Dr. Nicholas Wolterstorff, who 
has been its longtime supporter, 
promoter, and friend. 

ICS president John Suk says that 
Wolterstorff’s willingness to support 
and encourage the Institute’s mission 
in its early years was nothing short 
of critical to its success. ICS Board 
member Kathy Vandergrift also 
attests to Wolterstorff’s place in the 
Institute’s story. “The spirit of what 
Dr. Wolterstorff stands for is very 
closely aligned with ICS,” she said, 
citing his book Until Justice and Peace 
Embrace as an example. “A good por-
tion of that book is a very thoughtful 
analysis of the movement that ICS 
represents.”

Vandergrift also expresses deep 
appreciation for Wolterstorff’s gift of 
developing reformational thinking. 
“He’s got a logical mind and works 
through philosophical ideas, inci-
sively cutting to the core,” she said. 
“His scholarship is remarkable for its 
breadth and depth,” says Suk.

Vandergrift credits Wolterstorff 
with gaining an audience for the 
Institute in the USA. “He raised the 
status and pro�le of ICS there and 
helped gain respect,” said Vander-
grift, observing that Wolterstorff 
has an ability to communicate with 
a broad audience, not just gradu-
ate-level academics. “He can work 
simply and logically through why 
a Christian ought to be concerned 
about rights, for example, in a way 
that any person in the pew can fol-
low,” she said. “Within the church he 
is a leavening in�uence, demonstrat-
ing the engaged scholar rather than 
the ivory tower academic.” 

Wolterstorff exhibits a profound 
faithfulness to Scripture. “This comes 
through in his book Lament for a 
Son. There he really struggles with 

God,” said Vandergrift, referring to 
the book in which Wolterstorff gave 
voice to his grief at the death of his 
son. It was published in the hope 
that it might be of help to others 
who �nd themselves in the company 
of mourners. Through the years this 
has indeed proven to be the case. 
“People can �nd themselves in it,” 
she said. 

Vandergrift also recalls the practi-
cal help that Wolterstorff generously 
offered the Institute along the way. 
He participated in a number of ICS 
conferences over the years, and as a 
Senator contributed many years of 
service which Suk calls invaluable. 
“He always saw something in this 
movement in Canada and was will-

Dr. Nicholas Wolterstorff to Receive Honorary  
Doctorate at ICS 40th Anniversary Convocation by Sophie Vandenberg

ing to give it time and space,” said 
Vandergrift.

Wolterstorff has written impor-
tant works in philosophical theology 
and epistemology. “All of his works 
bear the stamp of both his Christian 
conviction and his ability to address 
central issues in today’s academy,” 
Suk stated.

Wolterstorff taught philosophy at 
Calvin College and Yale University, 
where, until his retirement, he held 
the Noah Porter Chair of Philosophi-
cal Theology.

The honorary doctorate will be 
awarded at ICS’s 2008 Convocation, 
on Friday, May 9. Dr. Wolterstorff 
will also deliver the Convocation 
address. 
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 The Institute had from its very 
start a strong international �avour. 
It was a meeting place for Christian 
scholars of many countries—I men-
tion especially Canada and the US, 
Great Britain, Korea, South Africa, 
and the Netherlands—and a beauti-
ful international mixture of students.

In the time that I was fully 
academically active, some of my 
university colleagues spoke about the 
“spirit of Toronto.” What was the 
mystery behind that beautiful state-
ment? I think that it was mainly ... 
the radical openness to the signi�-
cance of Christian faith for all aca-
demic disciplines ... the conviction 
that being a sincere Christian could 
also offer you the gate to become a 
better student, a more responsible 
teacher, and a wiser scientist.

Bob Goudzwaard
Professor Emeritus, Vrije Universiteit, 
Amsterdam; former member of the Dutch 
Parliament; Distinguished Associate, ICS

 ICS has long provided an intel-
lectual home for Christian graduate 
students. What I appreciate about 
this is that ICS is a loving home, 
with a broad sense of who belongs. 
In particular, women who feel called 

both to a life of the mind and a heart 
of faith have been welcome members 
of the family.

Helen Sterk
Communication Arts & Sciences  
Department Chair, Calvin College, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan

 The strong academic accomplish-
ments of the Institute’s faculty have 
made signi�cant contributions to the 
Toronto School of Theology and to  
graduate programs at the University 
of Toronto.  Through its engagement  
with contemporary scholarship, ICS 
has become a valued partner in our  
common academic enterprise.

Paul Gooch
President, Victoria University  
in the University of Toronto;  
former ICS Senator

 I’m the only person alive who has 
experienced ICS in four different 
capacities: as a student, as a faculty 
member, as president, and now as 
a supporter watching with a bit 
more distance. Through this 37-year 
association ICS has become part of 
my DNA. My vision for university 
education shaped by the Gospel’s 
message of healing, renewal, and res-
toration is steeped in the perspective 

I absorbed at ICS. I’m delighted that 
ICS can celebrate 40 years of bless-
ing, and look to the future with hope 
and energy. Congratulations!

Harry Fernhout
President of The King’s University  
College, Edmonton, Alberta
Former ICS President

 ICS has done an admirable job 
through its 40-year history, both 
in demonstrating how academic 
excellence can be related to a basis in 
the Reformed Christian tradition to 
produce competent scholarship and 
articulate graduates, and in making 
this case to authorities in the public 
and academic arenas in this province 
and beyond. Hearty congratulations! 

Justin Cooper
President, Redeemer University College
Ancaster, Ontario; ICS Alumnus

 The years spent with you from 
1976-1979 were crucial in the life of 
AACS/ICS. Those years taught me 
what it means…to choose direc-
tion: a time of intense discussions, 
of parting ways, but also of pulling 
together, of camaraderie.  

Sander Griffioen
Professor Emeritus, Vrije Universiteit
Former Senior Member, ICS
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 What comes to mind when I 
think of the work of the Institute for 
Christian Studies over 40 years is its 
authentic academic effort to struggle 
with issues that were both controver-
sial and challenging. In many ways 
it led the way in the fresh rethink-
ing of familiar issues, but also dared 
to venture into uncharted country. 
Whether one agreed with them or 
not, ICS always provided a signi�-
cant platform for the discussion  
of relevant issues. 

M. Elaine Botha
Professor Emerita,  
Redeemer University College,  
Ancaster Ontario 
Adjunct Faculty, ICS

 I came to ICS as an international 
student interested in contextual the-
ology and mission. ICS encouraged 
me to do local theology and even 
deepened my re�ections through 
intercultural dialogue with the chal-
lenges of postmodernity. For me ICS 
represents a unique blend of faith in 
Christ, cutting-edge scholarship, and 
authentic community. 

Timoteo D. Gener 
Head, Department of Theology,  
Asian Theological Seminary, Manila, 
Philippines; ICS alumnus

 Institute for Christian Studies 
is so helpful to Christian scholars, 
students, and workers because here 
faith and learning are not dragged 
kicking and screaming into the room 
in the attempt to relate the two; in-
stead their unity is assumed and then 
explored in the faith that “in Christ 
all things hold together.”

Morris Greidanus
Interim President of ICS, 2005 – 2006 

 ICS occupies a unique place in 
higher education in Canada. The 
focus on integrating a Christian 
worldview with philosophical and 
theological concerns offers students 
an opportunity to integrate various 
facets of public and private life the 
way few other institutions can and 
even fewer do. 

Stanley E. Porter 
President and Dean,  
McMaster Divinity College,  
Hamilton, Ontario

 I believe ICS occupies a unique 
place as a Christian institution of 
higher learning on the tertiary, uni-
versity level. Therefore, while serving 
as chair of ICS Board, I carried the 
heartfelt conviction that ICS not only 
may but must receive the support of 

the larger Reformed community. In 
fact, observing the needs for lead-
ership in that community, I con-
tinue to grow in my conviction. So, 
congratulations to ICS as it prepares 
to celebrate its 40th anniversary. 
May God bless it as it continues to 
advance the name of Christ in the 
world of higher education. 

John B. Hulst
President Emeritus, Dordt College,  
Sioux Center, Iowa

 ICS demonstrates the promise 
of academic work that draws its 
strength out of a deep community 
and its shape from collaboration with 
a whole range of communities. Its 
members take Christian scholarship 
as a calling. Its reach will expand 
as it continues engaging students, 
faculty, and supporters from vari-
ous traditions and institutions in 
dialogue around the issues of the day. 
Its contribution will grow as it helps 
them move from dialogue to action.

Nicholas Terpstra
Professor of History, University  
of Toronto; ICS Senate Chair
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Dec. 12, 1974: Youthful Energy Encounters Wisdom
by Sophie Vandenberg

A s ICS Board of Trustees 
member Trish Smith 
Lobert’s thoughts took her 
back to 1974, she recalled 

her sense of trepidation driving 
to Hamilton, Ontario, to hear Dr. 
Nicholas Wolterstorff speak for the 
�rst time. Back then ICS was still 
called the AACS (Association for the 
Advancement of Christian Scholar-
ship), and Wolterstorff was to deliver 
a speech titled The AACS: Will it 
Guide Us or Divide Us? 

She feared he might say that the 
�edgling school would divide. “My 
husband and I travelled with others. 
What would this guy from Calvin 
College say? We went with some 
dread. We loved the AACS.”

T H E  E A R L Y  Y E A R S — 
Y O U T H F U L  E N T H U S I A S M 
Smith Lobert recalled her �rst 
encounter with the AACS itself. It 
was the ‘60s, and she was a teenager. 
She’d gone to hear a lecture by Dr. 
Bernard Zylstra, the Institute’s presi-
dent at that time. It was nothing 
short of “electrifying.” From then on, 
whenever she and her peers attended 
AACS events they would come home 
“on �re.” “We were young, idealistic, 
and thrilled to be thinking about 
how to work our faith out in society. 
ICS encouraged us to think more 
broadly,” she said.

Similarly, ICS Trustee Ren Sieben-
ga recalled �rst hearing the AACS’s 
Dr. Henk Hart in the sixties, while 
he was an undergraduate at Dordt 
College in Iowa. “It shook me up. It 
took several days to recover from that 
and started me on a journey,” said 
Siebenga, who later moved to On-
tario. He remembered how, on Friday 
nights, carloads of AACS enthusiasts 
from around Southern Ontario would 
make the trip to Toronto to listen to 
Calvin Seerveld and Arnold DeGraaff 
from Chicago. “Every weekend they’d 
�y them in,” said Siebenga. 

Dr. Seerveld also recalled the 

intensity of those days. “We would 
work like crazy till Saturday night,” 
said Seerveld. ICS Board chair Simon 
Frankruyter remembers coming 
home “on a high” after these week-
ends. “Those were interesting years,” 
said Frankruyter.

I C S  I N  T H E  E Y E  O F  A  S T O R M 
But the small graduate school, found-
ed less than a decade earlier by recent 
Dutch immigrants who were mostly 
members of the Christian Reformed 
Church, also attracted negative atten-
tion. Some thought of the school as 
radical and divisive—even heretical. 

Smith Lobert recalls, “Some of the 
ideas were rather outrageous, but they 
were meant as, ‘Think about this.’ 
These were just new ideas. And you’d 
let it percolate through you. Some 
we went with; some not.”

Then in 1974, Lester De Koster, 
editor of The Banner (the of�cial pub-
lication of the Christian Reformed 
Church), turned up the heat when he 
published a series of stinging editori-
als criticizing the �edgling graduate 
school’s ideas. He took his readers 
on a tour of what he called “Cosmo-
nomia” and warned against both the 
philosopher Herman Dooyeweerd 
and the AACS itself.

Smith Lobert recalls the articles 
as being very negative and discour-
aging. “As I read them they didn’t 
seem to connect with what was really 
going on,” she says. But letters from 
across the continent poured in, “�ve 
or six to one in favour of the editori-
als,” according to De Koster. 

It was into that turbulent mo-
ment of the Institute’s history that 
Wolterstorff spoke at the Hamilton 
gathering in 1974. That evening 
Wolterstorff analyzed elements of 
the controversy and offered critique. 
He pointed out to the crowd of 600 
listeners that both sides had ignored 
some important aspects of their 
common history. He reminded them 
that both the views expressed by 

De Koster and those expressed by the 
AACS, represented patterns of Chris-
tian life and conviction that had long, 
rich histories in the reformed tradition 
originating in the Netherlands. 

De Koster’s perspective was 
described by Wolterstorff as being 
aligned most closely with the doc-
trinalist stream of that reformed tradi-
tion, while the AACS he described 
as being most closely aligned with 
the Kuyperian stream. And he noted 
that tension between these historic 
reformed patterns was nothing new.

The speech offered the AACS some 
encouragement, but also necessary re-
proof for what the Institute’s �rst profes-
sor, Hendrik Hart, would years later call 
“the excesses” of “naive enthusiasm.” 
Wolterstorff called for more careful 
scholarship, more respectful discourse, 
more pastoral concern for the other, and 
a willingness to listen to the other. 

G R O W I N G  PA I N S
An article in a 1975 issue of Perspective 
stated that Wolterstorff’s critique came 
in the spirit of concern that the AACS 
be conformed to the image of Christ 
in order to take up its task in his body 
more effectively. “I guess the reason 
we all felt his critique was ‘right on’ 
is that is was offered in genuine love,” 
the writer of the article said.

Smith Lobert recalls that, although 
not everything Wolterstorff said about 
the AACS that day was positive, he did 
speak passionately about the need for 
postgraduate-level Christian scholarship 
of the sort the Institute could potential-
ly provide. “I think that was a kind of 
turning point for the AACS,” she said. 
Smith Lobert and her companions drove 
home that night feeling exhilarated.

This past fall, when Smith Lobert 
heard that Dr. Wolterstorff had been 
nominated to receive an honorary doc-
torate from ICS at its 40th Anniversary 
Convocation ceremony in 2008, her 
response was immediate. “Great news! 
I can’t think of anyone more deserv-
ing,” she said. 
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 The insights and writings of ICS 
professors and those of its friends, 
such as Bob Goudzwaard who is a 
Fellow of the Institute, have made 
a signi�cant difference in my own 
thinking and that of politicians and 
opinion-shapers with whom I still 
have regular contact.

I strongly believe that ICS and its 
support community need to continue 
to work with fellow sojourners for a 
transformation of the culture that is 
sensitive to all the hurts and pains 
that people of all kinds are experi-
encing here and abroad. A prophetic 
presence can effectively contribute to 
a dynamic witness that strengthens 
the public common good, such as a 
genuine recognition of the diversity 
of faith and value communities’ re-
spective contributions to our quality 
of life together.
 
Gerald Vandezande
Former National Public Affairs Direc-
tor, Citizens for Public Justice; recipient 
of �rst ICS honorary doctorate

 The prospect of raising up a 
Reformed Christian university in 
Canada has fed my admiration for the 
AARS/AACS/ICS since my student 

days. Since its modest beginnings 
with a four-day student conference in 
the summer, ICS’s foundational Scrip-
ture-based scholarship has equipped 
respected teachers and leaders across 
the spectrum of human endeavour.

As John Calvin opened up God’s 
Word for living out of it, so the ICS 
advances the Reformation communi-
ty’s leadership in biblical learning.
 
Arie G. Van Eek
Retired Executive Secretary of the Council 
of Christian Reformed Churches in 
Canada 

 In the ’70s I served the Institute 
for Christian Studies both as trustee 
and curator. At present my daugh-
ter and her husband are completing 
their PhDs at ICS. Through all these 
years I have remained convicted that 
ICS contributes an indispensable, 
compassionate voice of hope and 
direction in the academic wilderness. 
May this voice continue to be heard.
 
John Van Dyk
Professor Emeritus, Dordt College,  
Sioux Center, IA

 ICS represents the best of what 
Christian education can be: provid-
ing a shaping perspective and frame-
work that is not dogmatic and that 
helps its students explore how to be 
of Christian service in the world. As 
a student, an employer, and a discus-
sion participant, I have been blessed 
by ICS.
 
Harry Kits
Executive Director, Citizens for Public 
Justice, Ottawa; ICS Alumnus

 The Vrije Universiteit looks back 
with pride and gratitude on 40 years 
of cooperation with ICS.  Proud: no 
other institution in the world counts 
a higher percentage of VU alumni 
among its past and present staff.  
Thankful: for more than 20 years 
of cooperation within the Doctor of 
Philosophy program. I also gratefully 
acknowledge the partnership (togeth-
er with Calvin College) in develop-
ing a policy with respect to burning 
international issues as well as in 
organizing conferences, exchange 
programs and other cooperative 
schemes among kindred institutions.

Peter Brasik
Of�ce of the Rector, Vrije Universiteit, 
Amsterdam
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 As applied to higher learning, 
one of the secret weaknesses of the 
Reformed tradition is that, although 
it is indeed a “tradition,” it does not 
acknowledge “tradition” as an in-
dependent source of revelation. The 
result is often that it escapes critical 
scrutiny—escapes “reformation,” in 
effect—because it exercises its au-
thority not as “tradition,” but under 
the guise of sola scriptura or scriptural 
authority, which is of course a princi-
ple that is itself part of the Reformed 
tradition. That the long-term effect 
of the in�uence of a tradition that 
denies the authority of tradition can 
be one of no little sterility goes more 
or less without saying.

Since its inception in the 1960s, 
the Institute for Christian Studies 
has avoided this conundrum, even 
though it has remained remarkably 
faithful to its quintessentially Re-
formed vision of “faith” as enabling 
rather than obstructing understand-
ing.... ICS has somehow found the 
secret of embodying a Reformed tra-
dition that has never ceased reform-
ing and thereby staying alive and as 
culturally pertinent as ever. In the 
process, it has not avoided risks and 

controversy. The only quality equal 
to its courage has been its integrity. 
In the moments when I try to discern 
the future of Protestant Christian 
higher education, I think I see ICS. 
 
Dale K. Van Kley
Professor of History, Ohio State Univer-
sity; Distinguished Associate, ICS

 We can’t tell you how much we 
have been enriched by our involve-
ment with ICS since we attended 
its �rst conference in Bolton in the 
’60s. ICS started a movement on this 
continent that showed Jesus is Lord 
also of academics. It connected God’s 
word and the totality of life. That for 
us has been the driving force behind 
our continued involvement with ICS 
through thick and thin. 
 
Jan and Jane de Koning
ICS supporters since 1959

 The link between ICS and Trinity 
Christian College provides blessings 
for each institution—by our faculty 
members whose preparation included 
ICS, by faculty members who started 
at Trinity and transferred to ICS, and 

by our graduates who go on to study 
at ICS. Praise God for faithfulness as 
evidenced in ICS.
 
Steven Timmermans
President, Trinity Christian College
Palos Heights, Illinois

 The special contribution of the 
Institute to all study is that it is not 
in theology but in philosophy, when 
rooted in biblical revelation, where 
are found the basic religious ques-
tions of the academic disciplines. 
Philosophy, concerned with all 
aspects of created reality and the co-
herence of our contemporary world, 
is the foundation of all scholarship. 
When deeply informed by Christian 
insights, philosophy “enables one to 
form a proper view of the place of 
particular studies in the total frame-
work of creation and human life be-
fore the place of God,” as ICS stated 
it in 1964. This rejects all two-realm 
theories and af�rms that the insights 
of Christianity are intrinsic to all 
scholarship.
 
Robert VanderVennen
Executive Director AACS (ICS fore-
runner), 1974 – 1983; Director of 
Educational Services, ICS 1983 – 1987; 
retired 1990
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