
At this year’s January 28 Convocation,
the 13 students who received degrees
demonstrated various ‘speeds’ in

reaching their goal. Some students were really
driven and managed
to finish their
master’s degree in
two years. Some
take a little longer.
John Huisman took
just a little bit
longer than that.

About 32 years
to be precise.

John began
studying at ICS in
1972 and finished
his courses in 1978.
All he needed to do
was finish his
thesis. And in
December of last
year, he finally did.

“I felt strongly
led by the Lord to
finish the degree,”
John said. “It was
always something
that was in the back
of my mind. And
when I left the Institute promised me that
finishing it was always a possibility and
encouraged me to do so.

“I didn’t consider it seriously for many
years, but four or five years ago I felt strongly
led to get it done.”

By this time, John had been living in the
Chicago area for 20 years where he has been
involved at Trinitiy Christian College in a
number of capacities. John initially worked
with the college’s basketball program, even
acting as head coach for three years. In the
late 1990s, he switched over to philosophy
and since 1999, John has been teaching
philosophy in Trinity’s adult studies program.

It was in this capacity that he wound up
in contact with Senior Member Emeritus

Calvin Seerveld. “Cal in many ways ‘greased
the wheels’ to make it possible,” John
explained. “Cal knew that I had been
teaching philosophy at Trinity and he felt that

I should finish as well
and he talked to Henk
Hart and others.”

Over the next
four years, John
worked on finishing
his thesis, which was
titled “Hart and
Plantinga on the
Knowledge of God”
which sought to
compare and contrast
the views of ICS
Emeritus Senior
Member Hendrik Hart
and Alvin Plantiga.
Once John finished his
thesis and presented to
his supervisor Henk
Hart (John is officially
Henk’s last thesis
supervision!) John had
to, like all students,
defend his thesis. John
took this process in
stride. “I felt I had

accomplished what I was led to do. It was
very fulfilling.”

Now that he’s finished this, John
continues to teach at Trinity. His main course
is on Christian Worldview. “It’s a philosophy
course that includes Christian worldview,
systematic philosophy and a survey of the
history of philosophy.” He jokes “Maybe it’s a
little too ambitious!” 

When asked how it feels to be ICS’s
longest-serving student, he says “it’s a little
embarrassing!” He then adds, “It’s ironic, but
on the day of my exam the person who held
the record prior to me happened to be at ICS.”

That person merely took 15 years.

More on convocation on page 3
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The  Verb  For
Wisdom

“Ironically, there is no verb form for ‘wisdom’…the
irony is that wisdom is more a process than a body
of doctrine. It is a way of living. A further irony is
that a ‘way of living’ is also (called in Latin)
‘curriculum’.”

Doug Blomberg in his Inaugural Address 

What is wisdom? How can we witness
it in education? In philosophy?
These are the questions that Senior

Member in the Philosophy of Education Doug
Blomberg probed in his inaugural address at the
ICS convocation on January 28 titled “To Lead
A Better Life: A (Pr)axilogical (Re-)turn In
Philosophy (of Education).”

Bringing to bear three decades of
experience working as an educator and
academic, Doug identified himself and his
task. “As a pilgrim in a strange land, the task
I have set is to find myself; more precisely as
the embodiment of philosophy of education
at ICS, my task is to locate my discipline.”
From this point, Doug proceeded to map out
his territory, first of all examining education
in the light of what Aristotle spoke of when
he said the object of education should be
“human excellence” . Doug also noted that
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Tomorrow (March 17) I leave for Amsterdam,
bearing a beautifully framed copy of Willem Hart’s
sketch the ICS building inscribed as follows:

“Presented to the Vrije Universiteit in appreciation for 20 years
of generous institutional cooperation in the Doctor of
Philosophy program.” In January the ICS Board and Senate
noted that, now that ICS has its own PhD degree-granting
authority, it is time to say a hearty “thank you” to ‘the Free’
(as we like to call it) for providing our students with
access to a bona fide doctoral degree since 1983. 

The story of ICS’s partnership with the Vrije
Universiteit (VU) is truly remarkable. ICS’s original
charter (the ICS Act), granted by the Ontario Legislature
in 1983, gave ICS authority to grant the degree of Master
of Philosophical Foundations (now changed to MA in
Philosophy) and to offer “courses of study leading to a
degree granted by another post-secondary institution,
including the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, if the other
institution is authorized under the laws of Ontario to grant the degree.”
This convoluted phrase represented a creative compromise in the
context of Ontario’s restrictive degree policy, which permitted only
publicly funded institutions to grant ‘standard’ degrees. At the master’s
level, ICS and the government were able to invent an unusual degree
name: Master of Philosophical Foundations. At the doctoral level, such
creativity was impossible. A PhD by another name would not carry the
necessary weight and recognition as the highest academic credential.

ICS’s partnership with the VU was designed to solve this dilemma. ICS
and the VU forged an agreement within which ICS offered a “course of
study” (as permitted by the ICS Act) modeled on the doctoral program of
the Philosophy Department of the VU. The VU, in turn, applied to the
Ontario government for Ministerial Consent to offer a program leading to
the VU PhD in Ontario. The application clearly indicated that the Ontario-
based program would be offered at and by ICS. When Ministerial Consent
was granted, the VU became, in the words of the ICS Act, an institution
“authorized under the laws of Ontario to grant the degree.” What the
Ministry ‘saw’ was a VU program. What VU ‘saw’ was an ICS program
which mirrored the VU philosophy program, and which allowed ICS
doctoral candidates to admitted to the VU at the final dissertation-writing
stage. And what ICS ‘saw’ was an a way of offering a quality program,
leading to a reputable PhD, despite Ontario’s
restrictive policies. A creative solution indeed. 

This relationship certainly had its ironies.
The ICS building is about a kilometre from the
offices of the Ministry of Training, Colleges and
Universities. But since the Ministry ‘saw’ the VU
and not ICS, notices concerning applications for
renewal of Ministerial Consent were sent to the
VU in Amsterdam. VU officials, recognizing that
this was an ICS matter, would send the material to
ICS. ICS officials would fill out the applications,
draft a cover letter, and send the package back to
Amsterdam, where the cover letter would be
printed on VU letterhead and sent back to the
Ministry in Toronto just ahead of the deadline!
The Minister’s letter of renewal would then make
its way to ICS via the same Amsterdam detour. 

Over the years I have often been amazed at
the generosity and willingness of leading officials

at the VU, a university with some 15,000 students, to
facilitate this oddball relationship with the compar-
atively tiny ICS. I tried to capture this sentiment in a
letter of appreciation to Rector Sminia at the VU: 

Your institution’s willingness to act on our behalf to secure
Ministerial Consent for our program of doctoral studies was
invaluable to ICS, and played a key role in enabling us to fulfill
our mission to prepare a new generation of Christian scholars
for leadership in the academy and other contexts. The
cooperation ICS received from successive Rectors and Deans at
the VU went far beyond the call of duty. We also want to
acknowledge the contribution of the professors who have worked
with our students as supervisors and thesis committee members.
We recognize a true spirit of Christian friendship in your
willingness to collaborate with ICS over the years…

We can assure you that the Institute’s partnership with the
VU was a very important element in last year’s external review
of the quality of our programs. The fact that our doctoral

program was modeled on the VU doctoral program in philosophy, and that
students who successfully completed the program were awarded the VU PhD,
gave ICS a great deal of credibility in the eyes of the program quality assessors.

The agenda in my meetings at the VU will also look to the future. Both
institutions have indicated a genuine interest in continuing a dynamic and
creative partnership. From ICS’s side, we hope this will include the
possibility of granting a PhD conjointly (i.e. a degree granted by both
institutions, bearing the names and seals of both). Such an arrangement will
be particularly important for those doctoral students who began their
studies at ICS with the expectation that they would have access to the VU
PhD. I am also hopeful about the prospects for other forms of academic
exchange. But all of that is for the future, and will be the primary respon-
sibility of my successor. Right now, its important to take time to salute and
pay tribute to our friends at the VU for a remarkable partnership. 

On behalf of ICS and its support community, THANK YOU, VU!

POSTSCRIPT (April 5): My meetings with the Rector and several
Deans at the VU went very well, and ICS's proposal that the two
institutions maintain an option for a ‘conjoint’ degree was very well
received. This month I will be working with VU officials to develop
this proposal into a new agreement.
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A  Tribute  to  ‘the  Free’

Harry Fernhout
PRESIDENT

Upcoming Events

Celebration and Farewell Dinner for
ICS President Harry Fernhout
May 27, 2005
Le Jardin Banquet and Conference Centre,
Woodbridge, ON
to purchase tickets call 1-888-326-5347 or visit
www.icscanada.edu/harry 

Summer Courses
Paul: Story and Empire 
with Sylvia Keesmaat
May 2-6; 9-13, 2005
Philosophies of Love 
with Dianne Bergsma and Ruthanne Crápo
May 16-20; 23-27, 2005

Sustaining Pastoral Excellence Events
Preaching and Teaching Good News
Between The Times with George Vandervelde
April 26, 2005 (Toronto)
May 5, 2005 (Edmonton)

Junior Member Orientation
September 6-9, 2005

ICS Worldview Conference
Biblical Faith In the Shadow of Empire with
Sylvia Keesmaat
September 24, 2005 (Ottawa)
October 1, 2005 (Toronto)
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ICS congratulated the largest graduating
class in recent memory. Along with John
Huisman (see page 1), 12 other students

were awarded degrees at Convocation, reflecting
a breadth of work from the arts to politics; from
the cutting edge of today’s philosophy to the
philosophy of historical icons.

Eric Kamphof (MPhilF)‘s thesis examined the
connection between Dirk Vollenhoven’s

Trinitarian musings and Augustine. “Eric did so
with a poet’s ear for euphony as both an engine
of literary flow and a principle of conceptual
order,” said Eric’s faculty mentor Bob
Sweetman. “The result illumines Vollenhoven’s
thought strikingly, challenging us who still look
to him to consider again things we thought we
already knew.”

Chris Bosch (MWS) came to ICS after studies
at Calvin College and working for the Christian
Labour Association of Canada (CLAC). Mentor
Jonathan Chaplin said of Chris, “his keen interest
in relating theory to concrete social action was
clearly evident, as was his commitment to doing
so from an articulate Christian perspective”

Luke Moord (MPhilF)’s thesis “Conceiving
the Miraculous At the Limits of

Deconstruction” was, according to his mentor
Jim Olthuis, “a carefully crafted, surefooted,
creative exploration of the ‘logic of the
impossible’ in Derrida.” Luke has subsequently
gone on to work on his PhD here at ICS.

Yorick Schulz-Wackerbarth (MPhilF) hails
from Germany and his thesis looked at
German mystic and thinker Meister Eckhart.
“(Yorick’s) passion was to find a Christian

wisdom able to salve the painful sores inhering
our postmodern condition,” commented
mentor Bob Sweetman. “

Braden Wortz (MPhilF) came to ICS from
Cornerstone University with a belief that “art was
to be an integral part of human existence,” said
his mentor Adrienne Dengerink Chaplin. The
exploration of this belief in his MPhilF studies
combined “his love for painting with that of
philosophy.” This exploration culminated in a
thesis that explored Merleau-Ponty’s aesthetics
and how it was influenced by painting.

A citizen of the Ukraine, Dmytro Hys
(MPhilF) came to ICS to study political
theory. As mentor Jonathan Chaplin explains,
“His diverse interests came to concentrate on a
concrete question with which he has personal

experience - the increasingly complex
challenges of ethnic and cultural pluralism in
modern states.” Dmytro’s thesis looked at the
dilemmas of liberal theories of multiculturalism.

Shin Toyokawa (MWS) came to ICS in 2002
with two degrees in theology and philosophy
from Japan and an intriguing question: how
the European Christian democratic political
tradition, and especially its Dutch Protestant
expression, might be relevant for Christian
citizenship in his home country? Mentor
Jonathan Chaplin commended Shin on
keenness to “explore how these traditions
addressed concrete issues of political justice.” 

An artist and teacher, June Tenyenhuis
(MWS) was among the first ICS students to be
able to incorporate studio courses in art taken
at the Ontario College of Art and Design into
her Master of Worldview Studies program. As
part of those classes, she
completed two commissioned
works. Adrienne Dengerink
Chaplin said, “June’s presence at
ICS has been a pure delight.
Always keen to learn, always
contributing constructively and
always full of energy, despite her
impossibly long days, combining teaching,
painting and motherhood.”

Larry Baker (MPhilF) brought what mentor Jim
Olthuis called “a passion for philosophy and a
deep sense of calling and mission.” Larry’s thesis,
“The Challenge of Love: Impossible Difference”
engages and critiques the philosophy of
Emmanuel Levinas trhough a lens inspired by the
work of Luce Irigaray. Larry has also subsequently
continued his studies in the PhD program at ICS.

Eva Sham (MPhilF) is the first and only junior
member to specialize in the philosophy of
science and technology. Completing her degree
under the directorship of adjunt faculty
member Vaden House, Eva’s thesis, “The
Human Genome and Human Wholeness: The
Future of an Illusion,” is a “critical sifting of the
rhetoric on the genome project” and belongs in
a body of work to help “all students in the
sciences become sensitive to the philosophical
and religious issues at play within the scholarly
discourses that evolve around scientific
research and its successes,” said Bob Sweetman
who chaired her thesis examination.

Radek Dobias and Ching Man Lau also
received MWS degrees in absentia.
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Breadth  of  Vision

The graduates and dignitaries of ICS’s 2005 Convocation: from left to right: Larry Baker,
Eric Kamphof, Mark Davies (Chair, ICS Board of Trustees), John Huisman, Clarence

Joldersma (Chair, ICS Senate), Braden Wortz, Harry Fernhout (ICS President), 
Luke Moord, Doug Blomberg (Inaugural Lecturer), Dymtro Hys, Eva Sham, 

June Tenyenhuis (obscured) and Yorick Schulz-Wackerbarth



philosophy looks,
broadly, at three
areas: what exists
(metaphysics), how
we know
(epistemology) and
what we value
(axiology). In his
lecture, Doug stated
that “We have now
entered a third age,
in which axiology
takes centre stage. It
is a turn to the
values for living.”
And not so much a
turn, as perhaps a
‘re-turn’, embracing
the philosophies of
people like Socrates and Aristotle.

“If philosophy originated with the Greeks, Christian philosophy has
an additional, deeper source,” said Blomberg. Looking to the example of
Job who asked “Where is wisdom to be found?”, Doug argued that “Job
rejected the fossilized certainties his companions proferred, trusting instead
in the truth of his own anguished experience. He too learnt that wisdom is
not-knowing, a respect for the complexity and ambiguity of human
experience and for the mystery at the heart of the universe.”

Doug emphasized that Christian philosophy’s primary concern
should be wisdom. “Philosophy in the Christian community ought to
be concerned with what it means to discern and to act on the values
that obtain in and for creation…This is philosophy on its knees, the
spiritual sacrifice of renovating our minds…it is not only axiological, it
is praxiological, in the service of practice. It is philosophy as spiritual
discipline, the art of leading a better life.”

Blomberg charted a way forward. “Philosophy of education will
learn from ‘pure’ philosophy, just as it will learn from (other
disciplines) for gaining a comprehensive view over reality is a
significant philosophical objective. But it will equally need to be
informed ‘from the other side’, the ‘clearing’ of educational practice. It
may thus contribute to one of the most important tasks educators face,
to have a vision of the flourishing life, and an understanding of the
implications of this vision for how they should teach.”

Doug spoke how such a vision could be applied in an educational
system that is often motivated toward maximizing the abilities of students
instead of looking for the opportunities each one has—a ‘deficit’ model in
which failure is emphasized. “Teaching leads students to a better life,”
Doug said. “It ought not be concerned with an absolute standard of which
most students will fall short, but how this student can move forward.

“(Often) in schools, those who have, get more, those who have little
have even that taken away. Instead, the gospel imperative is that we honour
the weak. Whether in kindergarten or college, we are only fully teachers
when we are designers of spaces for imagination and transformation. 

Blomberg concluded with a final look at his title, which took its cue
from the first line of a song by the Beatles: “To lead a better life, I need my
love to be here.” Doug notes that, “Though Paul McCartney fixates on the
romanticized other, this should not be disparaged too readily; Scripture
compares wisdom to marriage, and uses this metaphor for the bond between
Christ and his Church. At the heart of the practical syllogism, and embedded
in the very word ‘philosophy’, is desire or love for what is of value. 

“Wisdom is living a life of right loving, and we too must ask,
‘What is our love? What excellence do we honour?’ This is the ultimate
question of education, philosophy, and philosophy of education, as
indeed it is of how to lead a better life.”

By Jenny Krabbe
ICS Western Canada Advancement Officer

Why do people take the time to break away from busy
schedules, or a relaxed morning with coffee and a
newspaper to attend an ICS conference? Who knows for sure

but by the day’s end we’d  all agree that it was a day well spent getting
grounded once again in the story we
are in: the story of God’s kingdom. On
this occasion, keynote speaker Sylvia
Keesmaat told that story in the context
of empire. From creation to the
second coming, we walked through
the story noting where power became
concentrated in the hands of authority
with particular emphases on control
over food and the role of violence. 

When hiking have you had that
nagging notion that you should have
taken the branch a few miles back only
to come upon a trail map that notes “You
are here” and it is the path you intended
to go on all along? It is a relief. Christians
chafe, doubt, struggle and suffer at the
hands of empires. However, we do so in
the context of a story already told. Sylvia
adeptly walked us through the Bible, illustrating empire’s conjunction with
unfaithfulness to God, noting “You are here”, between Pentecost and the
second coming. It is reassuring. Our empires pressure us to consume better
and more, place heavy demands on the resources of this creation, amass
military power to secure position and exert control over the flow of food.

God showed the Israelites the way of enough, manna and quail
were supplied to satiate not horde, harvests were taken with some left
for the poor, lands were to be returned to their original owners every
50 years, realigning power and authority and giving a new start. Jesus,
born in the context of empire, showed a different way. At Jesus’ table,
power played no role, the poor, blind and lame were welcomed and
followers were feed liberally, baskets remained full. 

Augmenting Sylvia’s keynotes at of the Edmonton and Calgary
conferences were workshops that addressed human rights, secular media,
the impact of the Charter in Canada, the South African experience with
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, teaching of Daniel,
development in Africa, developing social capital in communities, the
church as empire and questions of worldview. We also had opportunity
to consider personal expressions through poetry, art by making a
chromosome, or receive training in Centering prayer. ICS was blessed by
the willing participation of local Christians, in some cases as represen-
tatives of their agencies, who each strive to further the understanding and
work of Christ’s reconciled community as a home of peace and plenty.  

The artwork of Emmaus group and Margot VanLindenberg gave
pause for reflection throughout the day in Calgary. In Edmonton, King’s
art students offered a dramatic reading of Nympha’s trial from
Colossians Remixed and Bany Castellanous and Co. entertained with
Latin groove music. Corps Bara Youth Dance Theatre of Calgary
fittingly closed the evening with dances of grace and colour.
Throughout the days a wonderful atmosphere was present, old
acquaintances were renewed and new connections made because of a
fine variety of participants including students and faculty of nine Bible
colleges, seminaries or universities. 
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Sylvia Keesmaat at the
Calgary ICS Conference

BLOMBERG INAUGURAL Continued from Page 1

ICS Senior Member in Education Doug Blomberg
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By Tanya Weber
ICS MA(Phil) Student

MA (Phil) student, Michèle Leaman,
is both typical and unique as a
junior member. As such, she

embodies the vision for a unified diversity
that ICS strives for
in its student body. 

Michèle came
to ICS, like so many
other junior
members, on
recommendation
from a professor in
her undergraduate
program—in her
case, philosophy
professor Henry
Venema from
Messiah College in
Pennsylvania—who
is an ICS alumnus.
Unlike many others,
however, Michèle
comes all the way
from Germany, in
part because of the
generous Wilma
Cumming
scholarship offered
for female students
from overseas.
Michèle chose to
study at ICS because of its reputation for
academic excellence and the calibre of guest
speakers that ICS attracted, but primarily
because of its supportive community of
learners: “I was tired of hearing horror stories
about students stealing each other’s notes at
these overly competitive universities and
longed for a place that recognized that
collaboration and commitment to
community makes for better academics,” said
Michèle, “I am convinced that intellectual
work growing out of a community is the
kind that matters in the end, because it
operates from the truth that in order to gain
truth we all need each other.” 

Michèle’s work and life over the past two
years have reflected her concern for a
connection between academics and
community and she has strived to integrate
her faith, her philosophy and her life.
Michèle states, “I have a passion for
philosophy, because studying philosophy has
been life transformative for me. 

“At the centre of my considerations in

coming to the ICS, was the priority of my
faith in Jesus Christ. I believe this is my life’s
true transformative force. I cannot imagine
ever finding fulfillment in the pursuit of
philosophy if my faith does not somehow
underlie my every thought, if it is not
somehow the very reason I study philosophy

in the first place. I
was excited to
come to ICS
because I expected
to find an
impassioned
Christian
community that
wasn’t willing to
live a divided life of
giving over the
academic world to
a purely secular
mind set. My faith
matters to my
philosophy.” 

Her area of
interest is in the
Philosophy of
Religion. “The kind
of philosophy I am
drawn to makes an
actual, concrete,
real-life difference
in the way I choose
to live my life.
Philosophy is not

an academic game to me, not simply a future
way to earn my living.” She is particularly
drawn to feminist continental philosophy. She
explains, “Studying theories of intersub-
jectivity has developed my understanding of
the interdependence of all of creation. In light
of the hurt and pain of oppression and
injustice, the art of healing and reconciliation
rise in importance.” At ICS Michèle has found
a safe place to articulate and to explore the
transformative power of her faith in her
theory and practice.

When thinking about her future beyond
ICS, Michèle envisions a long road ahead but
sees herself teaching at a Christian university
in her future: “I feel a real passion for
Christian education, having experienced so
many of my Christian peers deal with a level
of intellectual disillusionment that has
eventually led them to abandon their faith or
at least relegate it to a space in their lives
where it has become increasingly stagnant
and meaningless.” She dreams of teaching
part time—particularly feminist and

liberation philosophy/theology—and partic-
ipating in administration the other half (as
the director of a women’s/gender centre, or
involved in developing multi-cultural
programming). 

Yet, Michèle acknowledges that facing
oppression, injustice and privilege requires
more than just intellectual effort. “My goal,”
she says, “would be to teach with an
approach of applied ethics, which aims at
letting theory transform our lives. My passion
would thrive in showing the relevance of
philosophy in the context of gender and race
reconciliation classes.” 

While acknowledging that no graduate
school is perfect, in her two years here, Michèle
has found that ICS is a place to deal with
difficulties in an open and loving way. She has
found that ICS offers “a Christian approach not
ruled by fear but where the presence of God’s
Spirit is palpable.” Michèle’s project and her
contribution to the life of ICS community
demonstrate that studying Christian
philosophy is one more practical and effective
way of loving God and one’s neighbour. 

S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E :  M I C H È L E  L E A M A N

Making  the  Connections

ICS Scholarships 2004-05

ICS Conferences Scholarship
Michael Nyhof-DeMoor

The Wilma Lorraine Cumming
Scholarship

Michèle Leaman

Laura Dale Memorial Scholarship
Rachel McGuire

Jennifer Neufeld Luymes

Bernard Zylstra Memorial
Scholarship

Mark Miller

Hendrika Slopsema Memorial
African Scholarship

Daniel Sem

Entry Scholarships
Benjamin Groenewold-Van Dyk,

Janna Hiemstra, 
Murray Johnston, 

Matt Klaassen, Mark Miller,
Lucas Moord, 

Tricia Groenewold-Van Dyk,
Tanya Weber
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A  Tribute  To  My  Love
By Jim Olthuis
Senior Member Emeritus

Jean’s influence on my life and her
support of my work at the Institute was
simply immense. Without her by my
side— my partner in love for 49 years and

counting—I would not have been able to play
the role that I have at the Institute since 1968. 

When I, under the spell of H. Evan
Runner in the early 1960s, dreamed of
pursuing postgraduate education at the Vrije
Universiteit in Amsterdam, her response was
immediate: “If that is what you have your
heart set on, let’s go!” So she put her own
career as teacher on hold and, pregnant with
Kick, with almost three year-old Doug in
hand, she and I boarded a plane for
Amsterdam where we spent six years living
hand-to-mouth in a small farm worker’s
abode on about 200 Canadian dollars a
month. Twenty years later, when I was once
again walking along the Lutkemeerweg in
Halfweg where we had lived on the edge of
Amsterdam, I cried deeply as the full weight
of how much she had given up during those
years hit me. Upon returning to Toronto,
when I asked for her forgiveness for not
having more fully appreciated her unstinting
and unwavering support during those years,
she, in a graciousness and with a honesty that
marked her life with me, said: “Thanks, Jim.
It’s good to hear. But, actually, what was
hardest on me during those years was the
loneliness I felt because you were so
immersed in your studies.” 

During that time not only our marriage
deepened, but so did our commitment to
encourage others to make a difference in the
world for justice and mercy. Jean’s special
passion was nourishing the spirit of the child,
and she made a career out of it. She was an
amazing teacher for a number of years at
Willowdale Christian School. Then she took
her unusual ability for seeing both the big
picture and details into her work in the
Curriculum Development Centre—an
educational offshoot of ICS which existed
from 1975 to 1983—where she co-authored
integrated school curriculum materials such
as Joy in Learning, Kenya: A Way of Life and
Japan: A Way of Life. She then became
minister of Christian education at Bloor Street
United Church. From there she moved to the
head office of the United Church of Canada
where for fifteen years she served as children’s
ministry consultant. It was her vision that
gave birth to Children of the Dancing Sun, a

Sunday school resource that features the
stories of First Nation children. She served as
editor for Bible Quest, an international
ecumenical Sunday school curriculum, that
invites and empowers children to read the
biblical stories with their own eyes and ears.
All along, in a multitude of ways— as the
many testimonies that I have received
attest— Jean
became a mentor,
visionary, and
friend to many
from shore to
shore.

At the same
time, for 36 years
Jean was my
partner in my
teaching ministry
at the Institute.
Especially in the
early years, when
we senior
members spent
much time on the
road, and Institute
responsibilities
were often all-
consuming, Jean
supported me
even as she was
very vocal that this
was not fair to
either her or our children. She was right, and,
the fact that things are now thankfully very
different is in no small measure due to the
influence of Jean, Anita, and other
longsuffering spouses, and families.

Jean always took an avid interest in what
I was teaching and writing. She shared in my
delight when students blossomed and
bloomed. She would read what I wrote,
making suggestions and criticisms when she
thought that what I was saying could be
expressed in ways that would make it
accessible to a wider group of readers. What
difference, she would ask, does what you are
writing mean for people engaged in the daily
struggles of life? How is it going to help all of
us to act more justly, live more humbly and
walk more closely with God?

Thus, she thought my “troth” books
were great—even to the point that from time
to time she would hint that I talked a better
game of troth than I often played. I remember
when, struggling to both organize the
material and to know what to include and
not to include in The Beautiful Risk, I shared

my frustration with her. She offered to read it
and make suggestions. In no time flat, I
received the manuscript back with
suggestions as to what should be included
and omitted, as well as with a way to
organize the material into manageable
chapters. “Her input,” as I noted in the
acknowledgments, “was crucial in helping

bring this book
to its present
form.”

What was
particularly
gratifying to me
in the last years
was the way we
join hands in
envisioning what
a great gift to the
church an ethical
postmodernism
could become.
Her passion for a
postmodern
church that had a
place for all, that
recognized
children as full
participants, that
welcomed
teenagers and
their music, that
had room for

people of all sexual orientations, met my
passion for a philosophy that honours
emotions and feeling as much as thoughts
and ideas, that celebrates difference, that
fosters an ethical sensitivity to pain,
wounding and suffering.

Perhaps reading this will give you a
deeper sense of why I was so deeply moved
by the dedication—For Jean, for years of
being-with— of the festschrift, The
Hermeneutics of Charity, that was recently
presented to me. I will be forever grateful that
not only was Jean able to hold it together and
fully enjoy the exaugural celebration, but that
it was an occasion in which the immensity of
her influence on my life was honoured.

Thank you my darling. I will always
hold you in my heart. 



Eerdmans published a devotional book by
Calvin Seerveld entitled Voicing God’s
Psalms. The book comes with an audio CD of
Seerveld reading some of his translations and
with a superb recorder
playing the melodies of
several Genevan and
Welsh tunes that are
versified in the book.
The book was featured
at the Calvin Institute
for Christian Worship
symposium held in late
January at Calvin
College in Grand
Rapids, Michigan, where Seerveld was a
plenary speaker and workshop leader. He
also served as a juror and panel discussant at
an accompanying art exhibition, Space and
Spirit, curated by Jo-Ann van Reeuwijk and
Joel Zwart, art professors at Calvin College.
Cal and his wife Ines were honoured guests at
the February homecoming of Trinity
Christian College in Palos Heights, Illinois.
Cal taught at Trinity from 1959-1972 and
was presented with a Faculty Alumnus
Award.

Lambert Zuidervaart has introduced his
new book Artistic Truth: Aesthetics, Discourse,
and Imaginative Disclosure (Cambridge
University Press, 2004) at book launches
hosted by ICS in November and by the
Philosophy Department at the University of
Toronto in March. He will attend another
book launch at the Urban Institute for
Contemporary Arts in Grand Rapids on April
15. Lambert published two essays on
reformational thought in recent issues of Faith
and Philosophy, the journal of the Society of
Christian Philosophers: one on Dooyeweerd’s
philosophy, and the other on reformational
aesthetics and cultural theory. His essay on
Heidegger’s conception of truth is included in
The Hermeneutics of Charity, the festschrift
presented to Jim Olthuis upon his retirement.
Lambert’s essay “Imaginative Disclosure:
Adorno, Habermas, and Artistic Truth”
appeared in the fall 2004 issue of Symposium,
the journal of the Canadian Society for
Continental Philosophy.

After Doug Blomberg delivered his
inaugural address in January it was discussed
at a faculty colloquium and an edited version
was posted to the ICS website. In April, Doug
will present a paper on “integral curriculum”
at the American Educational Research
Association conference in Montreal.

Jonathan Chaplin recently wrote the
second part of his article “Blessed be the Ties
That Bind,” proposing a Christian conception
of ‘civil society’ published in Comment, the
on-line journal of the Work Research
Foundation in November, 2004. He has
hosted a number of visitors at ICS including
Professor Bob Goudzwaard, a Fellow of ICS, 
(his visit was for a consultation on the
planned revised edition of Idols of Our Time,
being co-authored with Mark VanderVennen
and David Van Heemst) and Dr. Jim Skillen,
President of the Center for Public Justice,
Washington, DC. While wearing three
chairperson’s hats (Faculty, Academic
Council, Education Policy Committee),
Jonathan steered the Internal Program Review
through to a final draft to be presented to
Senate in May. This will propose a significant
revision of the ICS curriculum.

On March 17-19 Jim Olthuis attended the
annual meeting of the Society for Continental
Philosophy and Theology at Wheaton
College. Jim spoke on the theme “creatio ex
amore”. On April 11 Jim spoke at Villanova
University on the theme “Between-Us: Luce 
Iragaray and the Caress of Love.”

George Vandervelde was featured speaker
and resource person at the 2005 Conference of
Western Diocesan & Eparchial Coordinators of
Ecumenism, February 14-15 in Edmonton,
Alberta. At this event he led workshops on
“Evangelicalism” and on “Reformed-Catholic
Dialogue on Eucharist,” George also presented
keynote address at a public meeting sponsored
by WDECE, at King’s University College on
“Evangelical-Catholic Relations: A Troubled
Affair” which was attended by over 150 people
on Valentine’s Day!
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ICS News

Following the consent from the Minister of Training, Colleges and Universities for expanded
degree granting, work has begun to amend ICS’s enabling legislation, The ICS Act. At the
end of March ICS completed the required publication of legal notices concerning the
introduction of a Private Bill in the Ontario Legislature to amend the Act. This means that the
Bill can be introduced this month, and begin its journey through the legislative process. It is
ICS’s hope and expectation is that the Bill will be passed during the current spring session of
the Legislature. More news as it comes!

The search for a new President of ICS has begun. Initial interviews are taking place during
April. If a successful candidate is found, he or she will be interviewed by the Senate and
Board of Trustees at their meetings in May.

During February and March, ICS has seen a steady stream of visitors from inside and outside
the community who have come to view the art show, “The Body Broken,” a retrospective of
work from 1995 - 2005 by artist Maria Gabankova. The works of Gabankova, a professor at
the Ontario College of Art and Design, represents a returning interest in the body in art.
However, rather than idealizing and celebrating the human form, Gabankova's work
challenges and complicates viewers' perceptions. Gabankova wrestles with issues clearly
arising out of her own faith, cultural background and personal experience.  As testament to
Gabankova's vocation as both teacher and artist, two ICS students, June Tenyenhuis and
Tanya Weber, both of whom studied with Gabankova as part of their ICS course work last
spring, also exhibited work in the show.  

ICS has hosted a number of symposia over the past few months. In February, Deborah
Bowen, a professor of English at Redeemer University College (and ICS Senator) spoke on
“Middle Space:Postmodern Realisms Face to Face with the World” which looked at
postmodernism in contemporary literature. In March, ICS hosted a day long conference on
the work of philosopher Emmanuel Levinas. Titled “Intelligibility of the Transcendent:
Thinking with Levinas About God, Philosophy and Education”, the event featured speakers
Aron Reppmann (Trinity Christian College, Palos Heights, IL) and Jeff Dudiak (ICS alumnus
now with The King’s University College, Edmonton, AB). At this event, ICS Chair of Senate
(and Calvin College professor) Clarence Joldersma gave the Association of Reformed
Institutions of Higher Education Lecture.



Order Form
BOOKS FOR SALE PRICE QTY TOTAL

Colossians Remixed: Subverting the Empire
By Brian Walsh & Sylvia Keesmaat $27.00 ________ $ ________

Voicing God’s Psalms (audio CD included with book)
By Calvin Seerveld $15.00 ________ $ ________

Artistic Truth: Aesthetic Discourse and Imaginative Disclosure
By Lambert Zuidervaart $95.00 ________ $ ________

The Hermeneutics of Charity: Interpretation, Selfhood, and Postmodern Faith
(Studies in Honour of James H. Olthuis)
Edited by James K.A. Smith & Henry Isaac Venema $45.00 ________ $ ________

The Liberating Image: The Imago Dei of Genesis 1
By Richard Middleton $25.00 ________ $ ________

Critical Faith: Toward a Renewed Understanding of Religious 
Life and its Public Accountability
By Ronald A. Kuipers $55.00 ________ $ ________

Philosophy as Responsibility: 
A Celebration of Hendrik Hart’s Contribution to the Discipline. 
Edited by Ronald A. Kuipers and Janet Catherina Wesselius $37.00 ________ $ ________

The Beautiful Risk: A New Psychology of Loving and Being Loved
By Jim Olthuis $29.95 ________ $ ________

Total Order ________ $ ______

*SHIPPING & HANDLING CHARGES
Canada: Add $2.75 + 75¢ per additional item ________ $ ______
US: Add $3.75 + $1.00 per additional item ________ $ ______
Other: Add $5.75 + $2.00 per additional item ________ $ ______

Add (for Canadian orders only) 7% G.ST. ________ $ ______

Final Total ________ $

Is your address correct? Address change requested / Return Postage guaranteed

ICS offers a wide variety of books: from scholarly and academic titles to popular devotional. To have a full list of our availale titles sent
to you, contact ICS at (416) 979-2331 or visit our on-line bookshop at www.icscanada.edu/bookshop

Please send me your complete list of books through ICS

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________ Prov/State _______________________ Postal/Zip Code ____________________

Phone ________________________________________ Email __________________________________________________

PAYMENT

Cheque/Money Order VISA # ______________________________________________________________________

Signature ___________________________________ Expiry____________________________________________________ w
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