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editorial
“There is no Santa Claus, but you must
find him”. To tell a child that is both
irresponsible and heartless. Yet thous
ands of students are daily subj ected to
such doubletalk, as an editorial in a
recent issue of Christianity Today
(May 10, 1968) points out.

With increasing regularity that
widely- circulated evangelical magazine
raises the subject of higher education.
It views with increasing alarm the trends
in modern higher learning. With profit
we can take note of these views.

Students are being told that there are
no fixed truths and no changeless norms.
At the same time they are told that it is
their solemn obligation to search for
truth and standards of conduct. The
editorial concludes: “Nowonder students
become rebels, beatniks, or drop-outs.
And no wonder many commit suicide.”

The same issue of the magazine
carries an article by B. Gray Allison
entitled “The American Campus As a
Spiritual Force”. He too points up the
failure of the modern university to meet
the real needs of the student. He writes:

“Many come to the university attempting
to find answers to life but become dis
illusioned, concluding that they are
getting more questions than answers.
Many quit; some join hippie colonies;
others become “loners” and seek the

meaning of life elsewhere.”

Painful is his quote from a student
editorial which appeared in the Yale
Daily News:
“Most of us graduate unsure of life’s
calling. Yet Yale, which has determined
the kind of life we seek,has imposed sub
stantial barriers in the way of that life’s
accomplishment. The university has
demonstrated how the daily existence of
most Americans can be criticized, even
ridiculed, without prescribing the for
mula for a useful, rewarding life - - and
without showing how one can reconcile
himself to a ridiculous world.”

The root of the problem is modern
man’s rejection of Jesus Christ. In HIM
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge. But, rejecting Christ, mod
ern man “generally views the universe,
indeed all reality, as the product of
completely random forces.” (W. Stan
ford Reid in his article: “Jesus Christ:
Focal Point of Knowledge”). For that
reason he faces today “chaos in know
ledge”. The Biblical answer to this
chaos, Reid points out, is to see that
all of knowledge is bound up together in
the person of the living Lord Jesus
Christ. He presses Christians today to
t ake their calling seriously. They must
think through how Christ unifies all

knowledge. Then they must publicly ex
press it, inpraise and obedience to their
Lord.

The three writers cited above are
but a few of the many voices that urge us
to get on with the work of promoting
Scripturally directed learning. For that
cause alone the AACS was organized.
That was the motivation for the many
study conferences and the issuing of
public tions. That too was the reason
for starting the Institute.

The need of the hour is that we grow
in a twofold way. We must grow toward
the Truth, living ever more closely to
Jesus Christ and his Word. Only in
living fellowship with Rim will we be
able clearly to confess him as Saviour
and Lord in the academic community.
We must also enlarge our services.
More students must be reached. We
must do all we can to help them see,
with joy, that Jesus Christ is the Truth.

This growth requires prayer and
sacrifice. And allwho love the Lord can
assist.

Rev. Jacob Vos - Minister
of the Grace C.R.C. in
Chatham and member of
the Association’s Board of
Trustees and Curatorium.

We are all hanging on by our fingertips
to the cliff of faith — a cliff that is daily
crumbling as we realize that God is
dead. In nietzchean frenzy we cry out
“Where is God gone?”.. .Do we not hear
the noise of the gravediggers who are
burying God?... God is dead! God re
mains dead! And we have killed him! ! 9
Joyfully the last rites are performed by
the prophets of secularism - Harvey
Cox in The Secular City, Arend Van
Leeuwen in Christianity in World His
t and numerous minor prophets in-

toning ‘Thus spake Dietrich Bonhoeffer’.
These men see the error of those
pietistic Christians who self-righteously
or ashamedly slink into their tents when
ever art, politics, education, or auto
mation and industry are on the agenda.
The prophets are unaffected by the
moralistic barbs which the latter throw
at society’s armadillo hide.

In England, as a new convert to the
Christian faith, I grappled with this
problem of being Christian in every
aspect of my life. Abraham Kuyper’s

Lectures on Calvinism and Spier’s
Introduction to Christian Philosophy
created a thirst for a Christian Weltan
schauung. I read Cornelius Van Til and
The A. A, C.S. publications with excite
ment. Later at university in Canada, I
found the Philosophy of the Idea of Law
of immense value in analyzing academic
presuppositions. And now, what of the
future?

The A.A.C.S. and all Christians
must challenge the thought structures of
our ‘secular’ society. Cox and his co
horts may continue to tilt at the nature-
grace windmill that Dooyeweerd and his
colleagues overturned decades ago!
Assuredly we must adhere to sphere-
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a schoolteacher speaks



Publication Fund
The publication fund stands at $1, 750.
We need $20,000 to publish urgently
required material. Please remember to
send in your contribution today.
Membership dues
Many members who have received
membership dues invoices have not yet
paid their dues. Please co-operate so
that it will be possible for us to do our
work without constantly struggling with
financial problems. Our aim is to have
all dues paid toward the beginning of
each year. That is why members who
paid their 1967 dues toward the end of
1967 or the beginning of 1968 are now
receiving notices for their 1968 dues.
We would greatly appreciate your prompt
attention.

Why no report on the annual membership
meeting?
because - each member received the
minutes and the executive director’s
report by mail.

- Calvinist-Contact carried an
extensive report.

- other journals will also carry
reports.

Students react to Institute courses.
The first year of Institute courses has
now been completed. The reaction of
students to the courses has been very
gratifying for Dr. Hart and other staff
members. Students have expressed them-

selves in the following ways:
“I am glad to have taken this course and
happy to state that it enriched my spirit
ual understanding to a marked degree.
“I enjoyed the course very much. If my
age is no Iarrier I would like Deo
Volento to enroll next year. This course
for sure broadened my view on the pur
pose of our life set by our Creator and
the privilege of knowing the Saviour and
his redemptive power.
“I enjoyed it vcry much and find it very
helpful. Hope to be back next year for
more.
“Hope there’ll be another course next
year.”

‘Don’t youfeel discouraged, when I have
proven that your work was in vain! You
did your best, your efforts we very much
appreciated, but I did not study enough.”

calendar
ANNOUNCING THE 1968 A.A.C. S.
STUDY CONFERENCES

Again this year we are happy to announce
that a number of study conferences will
be held across Canada.

The lecturers will be Dr. Arnold
De Graaff and Dr. Calvin Seerveld, both
of Trinity Christian College in Chicago
and Dr. Hendrik Hart of the A.A.C.S.
Institute for Christian Studies. Both Dr.
De Graaff and Dr. Seerveld will deliver
two lectures on the subject: HOW TO

READ AND HOW NOT TO READ THE
BIBLE. Dr. Hart will deliver three
lectures on the subject of FACTS,
KNOWLEDGE AND TRUTH.

Added features at all conferences
will be:
- Prominent keynote speaker.
- Interesting program of recreation and

relaxation.

ONTARIO CONFERENCE
August 2-5 (Holiday weekend) at Bolton,
Ont.
Speakers: Dr. De Graaff and Dr. Hart.
Registration Information:
A.A.C. S. 141 Lyndliurst Ave.,
Toronto 4, Ontario.

ALBERTA CONFERENCE
August 23-26, Calgary, Alta.
Speakers: Dr. Hart and Dr. Seerveld.
Registration Information:
Mr. Martin Vander Meulen
1632 — 28 Ave., S.W., Calgary, Alta.

B.C. CONFERENCE
August 30- September 2 (Labor Day week
end) Cultus Lake, B.C., close to Van
couver.
Speakers: Dr. Hart and Dr. Seerveld.
Registration Information:
Mrs. Texie Vandergugten,
3212 West 13th Ave.,
Vancouver 8, B.C.

ATTENDANCE IS A MUST
For an exciting weekend of study, dis
cussion, fellowship, recreation and re
laxation, an A.A.C. S. Conference is a
must. Plan now to attend.

Above, below and right: Brockuille Conferees eat, discuss, bowl and listen to Dr. Kamphuis

y’r attn. pis.



chapter parade
* The Drayton, Ontario, chapter in
creased its membership during the past
year from 10 to 53. Two well-attended
educational meetings were held this
winter. The chapter board meets month
ly. Nine students attended Dr. H. Hart’s
lectures in London. On April 27 a
successful High School Student Confer
ence was held.
* Niagara A. A. C. S. chapter meetings
are becoming events people look forward
to. After our well-attended “borecole”
and “nasi-goreng” suppers in the St.
Catharines ‘Trinity’ fellowship hall,
where the quality of the food and enter
tainment matched the excellence of the
speakers and discussion, we eagerly
await the 1968-69 season’s kick—off
“smorgasbord” meeting.

Our membership increases steadily
and before long we hope to have one hun
dred members in our chapter. Our most
rewarding contribution to our Christian
community is a monthly Study Club,
attended by some 30 people, under the
capable leadership of Dr. A. Vander
maas. During the past three years we
struggled through H. Dooyeweerd’s
book “In the Twilight ofWestern Thought”.
We now study the more popular book of
Dr. H. Vanfliessen ‘The Society of the
Future”.
* A.A.C.S. chapters have been estab
lished in Jarvis-Simcoe, and Oshawa
Whitby.
* Mr. John A. Olthuis addressed over
150 persons at the Grand Rapids
A. A. C.5. chapter meeting in the Eastern
Avenue Christian Reformed Church.

DRS. JAMES OLTHUIS ACCEPTS

Saying something about a relative is al
ways difficult. One either boasts or in an
attempt to avoid boasting understates the
facts. I will try to avoid both in telling
you something about my brother, James,
the latest addition to the faculty of the
Institute for Christian Studies.

Drs. Olthuis (doctorandus in philo
sophy) will teach ethics and related
subjects and joins our Institute head,
Dr. H. Hart, who will continue to teach
philosophy andDrs. Bernard Zylstra who
will teach law and political science. A
more gifted, well-prepared and dedicated
staff to mould the Institute in these im
portant initial years would be most
difficult to find.

Drs. Olthuis is a native Canadian
and received his first twelve years of
education in Edmonton, Alberta. In
1960 he was graduated from Calvin
College with a Bachelor of Arts degree.
In 1963 Mr. Olthuis received a Bachelor
of Divinity degree from Calvin Seminary
and was awarded the Diamond Jubilee
Scholarship. While attending seminary,
he married the former Jean Tuininga of
Neerlandia, Alberta and in the fall of
1963 they left with their son Douglas
(a daughter Christine was born in Am
sterdam) for Amsterdam where James
began his studies in philosophy at the
Free University. He majored in system
atic philosophy under Prof. Dr. H. Van
Riessen, studied medern philosophy
under Dr. J. van der Hoeven, social
ethics under Prof. Dr. A. Troost and
theological ethics under Prof. J. van
den Berg. In addition to the Diamond

Jubilee from Calvin Seminary, he was
awarded the following awards and
scholarships: Free University Scholar
ship; Dutch Government Scholarship for
Canadian Nationals (twice), Canada
Council Awards (three times), a fellow
ship for a month’s study at Oxford
University from The Netherlands Organi
zatiaa for the Advancement of Pure
Research (Z.W.O.)

In February of 1966 Drs. Olthuis
received his Drs. in philosophy cum
laude and hopes to complete his disserta
tion and receive his doctor’s degree in
time to take up his Institute duties in
October of this year. His dissertation,
entitled Facts and Values: A Tenable
Dualism?, ts an examination of twentieth
century British moral philosophy with
special attention to G. E. Moore. A
hearty welcome awaits the Olthuis
family in Toronto.

J.A.O.

institute appointment

* Rev. John C. VanderStelt presented
the cause of the A.A.C.S. toanumber
of interested persons in Kalamazoo and
Holland, Michigan, U.S.A.

These people attended the 1967 B.C. Study Conference, they’re smiling in anticipation of the 1968 Conference
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miniscripts
Devoted to reporting on high school
student conferences.

High School Student Conferences have
recently been held in Barrie, St. Catha
rines, Hamilton, Brockville, Trenton,
Toronto, Brampton, London, Drayton,
Ft. William-Pt. Arthur, Chatham and
several localities in Western Canada.

How do the students react? Read the
following comments from conference
organizers enthused by the student
reaction.

St. Catharines:
“The Highschool “YOUTH-IN” was a

smash hit. Some 75 young people par
ticipated in this 14-hour non-stop pro
gram, starting with breakfast at 8:00
a. m. Between and during snacks and
meals the students talked about things
that really mattered; they listened, and
absorbed, and sang, and were merry.
Some 90 people attended the banquet and,
as one lyric put it, a panel-talk on ‘Fun
and Sports- Sex-Reading-Music-Rock and
Roll’ explained the presence of the more
than one hundred youth that crowded in
the halls of Trinity and brought this day
to a successful end.”

London:
“On Tuesday morning, March 19,

60 students from the Sarnia and London

area assembled in the London District

Christian Secondary School to spend two

days studying and discussing what it

means to study christianly. The topics

under discussion were literature and

science, introduced by Mr. H. Cook and

Mr. H. Vandezande respectively.
Lively, group discussions followed

each lecture. The students were very

open and frank with their questions and

views, which made for a very stimula
ting atmosphere.

On the evening of the first day,
several films were shown dealing with
the general topic of prejudice. A brief
discuss ion followed. The out- of-town
students stayed overnight with families
in London. On Wednesday evening there
was a public rally at which Rev. J.
Zantingh spoke about the problems of the
high school student. Not very many par
ents were present at the meeting.

Many students commented that they
wished the conferences would be longer,
since they benefited tremendously from
the lectures and discussions. It is hoped
that conferences of this type may become

more than an annual affair. The high
school student wants to hear much
more.”

Brockville:
.We found some encouraging signs of

Christ’s work inbuilding His church! e.g.
‘More Conferences’,
‘Longer Conferences’,
‘Give us problem-situations as you
didafter thelastlecture; letus alone
when we discuss and try to find an
answer; then come in and tell us
whether we are right or wrong.’
‘Provide more direction for my life.

The Conference was a great
experience.’

Summing it up, we have been greatly
blessed and courage has been renewed.
It indicates that the local conference
should become an annual affair with other
conferences in other centres in the area.
(Ottawa is planning for this summer!)

We are also planning to send a sten
cilled booklet with short contents of the
lectures to all participants.”

Trenton:
“Even though the Student Conference

described below was sponsored and
planned by the Quinte Christian High
School Association, I am sure your in
terest is also in this work. 55 students
from the Quinte area high schools held
a busy conference in the Trenton Chris
tian Reformed Church on Saturday,
March 23.

As the basis for our conference,
ll Timothy 1:7 clearly showed us that as
christian students we have nothing to
fear with Christ on our side. He gives
us wisdom and power to carry out our
daily tasks.

Mr. Harro Van Brummelen made us
aware of the influences of the world
around us as well as the school we spend
so much time in ... He urged us very
fervently to serve Christ by evaluating
these influences, by rejecting many of
these, and by turning to the Lord Jesus
Christ. in the group discussions that
followed it became clear that many stu
dents did indeed struggle without God-
given mandate! Some had not thought
too much about it. Some were shaken
somewhat out of their complacency and
satisfaction with things as they were.

Mr. W. Hart gave us a much deeper
insight into the art achievements of men

today and yesterday. Here too we found
the influences of the ‘Spirit of the times’
so pronounced in the work of the artists

it became clear that the christian
here too has a tremendous task!

It is hoped that soon another con
ference can be held. The student must
focus his all on the giver of all — Jesus
Christ.”

Continued from front page
sovereignty teaching and not attempt to
subsume culture under the all- encompas
sing umbrella of the church. Thus we
shall not debase the Gospel into Cox’s
‘theology of politics’.

In the realm of education, we see
university clubs as at best, a temporary
solution. In the writer’s opinion they tend
to become monasteries which assume
the role of churches for an intellectual
elite. They make re-entry into non
acndomic life much more difficult. Let

us not help to build Babel skyscrapers
of apostate humanism. With God’s nu
clear power energizing us, we can build

a Christian university where students
and scholars can communally seek
Christian answers for the building of
God’s Kingdom.

Leigh Powell

Nietzche, F. ‘The Antichrist’ and ‘The
Gay Science’,Nietzche: An Anthology of

His Works. New York, Washington
Square, 1964.

Mr. Leigh Powell, born in England,
served as student minister of Presby
terian churches in Lansdowne and Cain
town, Ontario and as a school teacher at
the Thousand Islands Secondary School
in Brockville, Ontario, Canada. In
September, 1968, he plans to continue
his theological studies at Westminster
Seminary in Philadelphia, U. S. A.
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