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“The modicial subversivel
you must
senior rrçmber in wdliw studies”
Dr. Brian*a1gf’ftàld over 900 confer
ees gathered for the 30th annual Ni
agara conference held July 29 through
August 1 near Fort Erie, Ont.

Prayer breaks through the state of
numbness which many Christians find
themselves in by opening their eyes
to what God is doing and praise
opens the imagination to the possibil
ity of a re-creation of our world,
Walsh explained.

In his two-part address on the top
ic, “Challenge: Beyond worldview to
a way of life” Walsh suggested both a
diagnosis and a prognosis for the dis
ease of modernity affecting Christians
and Western culture alike.

Endings are beginnings

On Saturday Walsh invited the con
ferees to a funeral for Western cul
ture, but paradoxically the message
was not pessimistic. Rather, as Walsh
pointed out, in the Bible all endings
are beginnings as symbolized by
Christ’s death on the cross leading to
his resurrection.

In laying the groundwork for his di
agnosis, Walsh pointed out that as
depicted in Spectrum Productions’s
multi-image slide and sound track
show, “In Search of a Sun,” profiled
the previous night, people in today’s
society live for material things, sensu
al pleasure, entertainment, friendship,
real love, and the pursuit of science
and technology. Each of these integ
ration points gives rise to a certain
way of life, which one would expect

to be radically different from a
lifestyle lived out of a Christian
worldview, he said. Yet, Christians
can identify with many of the same
tensions non-Christians face.

“I feel a gap in my life,” Walsh ad
mitted. “There is often a gap between
our worldview and way of life, be
tween our conscious commitment to
Jesus Christ and our walk through
life.”

Gap creates tension

In addition to creating an often
unbearable tension in the life of a
Christian, this gap creates a crisis of
credibility for those outside of Christ,
who then legitimately ask if following
Christ makes any difference in our
lives, Walsh pointed out.

If Canadian Christians really do
construct reality in much the same
way as anyone else as Reginald Bibby
suggests in his book, Fragmented
Gods, then we are faced with a spirit
ual crisis of mammoth proportions,
he said.

“Does our well-articulated, com
prehensive, transforming vision, refor
mational worldview give rise to a re
storative, healing, redemptive, and
therefore culturally radical and sub
versive way of life?” Walsh asked.

“Is Theodore Roszak right when he
says that the piety of North American
Christians is personally engagaing,
through culturally irrelevant or was
Martin Luther King Jr. right when he
surmised that most Christians are
thermometers rather than thermo
stats that transform and regulate the
temperature of society?”

1

I..I.II.. .......eIIIe......

Keynote Speaker, Dr. Brian Walsh Photos by Carol-Ann Veenkamp

Conferees, challenged to
make worIdview livable
by CarOAnn Veenkamp
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Every once in a while something
terrifically encouraging happens! That
something happened this month
when we received the following letter
from Bert Witvoet, editor of Calvinist
Contact, an independent Christian
weekly. I share it with you in its en
tirety, despite some very personal ref
erences (all of us need encourage
ment occasionally!).

Dear Dr. Pitt,
I want to express my appreciation

and thanks to someone other than God
for the good news I found in the latest
issue of Perspective. How positive and
edifying it is for us long-time supporters
to read the June 1988 issue. I praise our
kind and faithful Father.

My heart rejoices as I read again the
welcome news about finances. (Need
less to say, Calvinist Contact broke the
news to me.) The story of the building
reads almost like a comic parable to
me. They who wait upon the Lord shall
rise up on wings as albatrosses! It takes
a merciful God to use an ungodly build
ing crisis in Toronto and some imagina
tive and visionary businessmen to make
something of the fumbling efforts of
Dutch Calvinists, who take themselves
far too seriously, as they are called to
hold the precious insights of biblical
scholarship in wooden shoe vessels.
Fortunately, other vessels, like your- -

self, have joined us. It may take some
getting used to, but we may yet see the
flame of Christian scholarship burning
from Cossack boots, with Gorbachov
paving the way, and from Indian mo
cassins, if Canadians and Americans get
around to lifting the morale of this op
pressed people by doing justice. How
beautiful are the feet appropriately
shod with the good news for education.

I was further gladdened by the uplift
ing and encouraging remarks of the
“President’s Pen,” the inspiring testimo
fly of Dutch student Covert Buijs, the
picture of properly rooted engineer and
businessman Fred Reinders, under
whose chairmanship I taught at Toronto
District Christian High, and the news of
the appointment to the Senate of my
former pastor and good friend steady-
as-a-rock and in-whom-there-is-no-
guile Robert Malarkey.

Then there is the addition to the aca
demic staff of Brian Walsh, who did a
marvelous job at Brock University last
year (my wife Alice works there and my
daughter Marguerite studies there, so
they know). (As if the addition of Wil
liam Rowe wasn’t enough evidence of
grace that knows no ethnic bounds.)
People like Bernice Moreau, whose
sensitive article on Ruth I published
two years ago, Tim Schouls, son of our
long-time friends Peter and Jeanette
Schouls in Edmonton, and another
“outside” saint Ross Mortimer further
enhance the good news that we shall
walk and not faint.

My joy, it knows no end! This may
sound selfish, but it is as if the Lord is
saying to my wife and me and many
other supporters, “You did right by
sticking with the Institute, in spite of all
the shenanigans of former years.” Yes,
we have failed in the past. But the
greatest failure to this date belongs with
those who have scorned the birthright
under the guise of piety or apathy. But I
digress from my happy score.

Thank you, Dr. Pitt, for the selfless
contribution you have made at retire
ment age. Thank you too, academic
and administrative staff at ICS. When
old men like Clifford Pitt and Ross
Mortimer have dreams, and middle-
aged people like Seerveld, Hart, Van
dervelde, and Olthuis are hanging in
there, it must signal the time that many
young men and women will see visions.
May we continue to nurture the hope
which, according to Henry Nouwen, is
an “attitude of self-awareness and self-
acceptance from which man (woman)
enters in a creative dialogue with his liv
ing God, constantly leaving behind his
past and stretching to a future which he
(she) experiences as an inexhaustible
source of new life.” May God’s Spirit
continue to be present on the fourth
floor of 229 College.

Grace and Peace,
Bert Witvoet

From the
President’s Pen
By Clifford C. Pitt
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In This Issue

Shane Baker was a babe-in-
arms when he attended his first
ICS Niagara family conference.
Then his parents made him a
lifetime member of ICS. Now
Shane tells us how the circle
has gone round as he com
pletes his first year as a gradu
ate student at ICS.

A synopsis of Brian Walsh’s
Niagara address is included in
this issue for those of you who
couldn’t join us and as a re
fresher for those of you who
were there. We hope his diag
nosis and prognosis for our cul
ture challenges you to live in
such a way that your lifestyle
reflects your commitment to
Christ.

Also, in this issue Stu Wil
liams invites you to sit in his
board member’s chair while
you read his report on the June
meeting of trustees. Put your
feet up and enjoy this issue!

CAV
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“Challenge” continued from page 1

If Christians are culture-followers
rather than culture-formers, then we
are faced with a spiritual catastrophe,
Walsh stated.

“The Western Church has been
thoroughly enculturated,” he pointed
out, explaining that enculturation
takes place when one’s lifestyle and
imagination is so captured by the spir
it of the dominant culture that one no
longer has the freedom to imagine
what real Christian culture would look
like.

The “sandman” effed

“While we were fighting about
women in office, evolution, the infal
libility of the Bible, and various other
hot issues, we were falling into a
deeper sleep. . . . We bought into the
secularization of our lives without
ever noticing that this was going on,”
he said.

In The Gravedigger File, Os Gum-
ness calls the phenomena where the
Church falls into a deeper sleep in
stead of becoming more alert as cul
tural danger approaches, the “sand
man effect.” And even those who
hold dear the reformational vision
have found themselves visited by the
sandman, Walsh said.

The reformational worldview, even
though it espouses the lordship of

Christ over all of life, is no simple im
munization against the enculturation
process experienced by the rest of
the Church, he warned. Dualism, a
worldview which limits the gospel to
a narrow dimension of life called reli
gion and leaves the rest of life to fol
low the spirit of the age, affects us
too.

Even though many followers of the
reformational tradition have been
self-consciously anti-dualistic, they
still experience the gap between their
Christian woridview and lifestyle.
Walsh attributed this to two causes.
First, reformational Christians share a
dilemma facing all Christians; over
whelmed by the sovereign Lord’s en
compassing and radical claims, they
naturally try to domesticate God and
limit his claim. Second, reformational
Christians fall prey to a particular form
of dualism which Walsh coined as
“soft.” This soft dualism arises when a
reformational worldview is conceived
of primarily as a set of ideas about the
world. This emphasis easily succumbs
to intellectualism, which Walsh char
acterized as a tendency to assume
that having the right ideas about the
world will necessarily result in faithful
living. But life isn’t like that, Walsh
suggested, intellectualism lacks the
power to transform life deep down.

Open to enculturation?

“Could it be that while our thought
categories are self- consciously Chris
tian, our way of life has left us open to
enculturation?” he asked.

Having examined the gap between
worldview and way of life among
reformational Christians, Walsh went
on to take a closer look at the culture
in which Christians seek to overcome
the gap. For the crisis of credibility
and integrity identified in the Church
occurs also within the context of
broader issues in Western civilization.
There is something terribly wrong at
the root of our culture; and a diagno
sis shows that the patient is terminal.

Clue in market crash
A clue to the nature of the disease

surfaced with the stock market crash
of October 19, 1987, which the me
dia labelled “Black Monday” or “Ar
mageddon.” The use of apocalyptic
language by journalists tells us that
this event has religious significance in
our culture, Walsh observed. If history
ends with the crash, then the religious
assumption is that economic growth
is the driving force of history. If this is
true, then this indicates that the kind
of diagnosis necessary is that of a reli
gious or worldview nature, which in
turn requires spiritual discernment.

continued on page 4

Approximately 1100 people raise their voices in song at the Sunday morning worship seivice held at the ICS Niagara Conference.
The seivice was led by Rev. Herman Praamsma and Rev. Henry Wildeboer; Dr. Brian Stiller delivered the message. Photo bySheny Pierik
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“Challenge” continued from page 3

The myth of economic growth, the
belief that human well- being requires
ever increasing levels of consumption
is contrary to what the Bible teaches
and was at the crux of Walsh’s diag
nosis. Instead of bringing salvation,
economic growth has begun to
threaten our lives as we search for the
technology to clean up our environ
ment, and gamble with the creation
which our children and grandchildren
will inherit. The ultimate irony of a
progress-oriented society such as
ours is that it, in fact, closes down the
future.

In order to discern the spirits of our
age, Christians need to be renewed
by the Spirit of God, to grasp and be
grasped by the biblical worldview,
and to know intimately the Lord’s to
rah, his loving rule for our cultural life,
Walsh said. And this in turn requires a
prophetic vision which will evoke a
woridview that is an alternative to the
perception of the world around us.

Destroy to build

However, the prophetic task re
quires criticism of the dominant
woridview in order to come up with
alternatives which will energize the
covenant worldview. That’s why God
told the Old Testament prophet Jere
miah to destroy before building; only
passion can wake the Church from
enculturation, Walsh pointed out.

Prophets can come in various
forms, Walsh said. There is the proph
etic voice of Canadian singer!
songwriter Bruce Cockburn who crea
tively portrayed the experience of
failed expectations that characterize
our lives as a result of misplaced faith
in a song entitled, “The Candy Man’s
Gone.” Prophets spawned by the Re
formed tradition include Bob Goudz
waard, author of Idols of Our Time,
who has drawn attention to the re
sults of worshipping the gods of
scientism, technocism, and econom
ism.

Walsh said he recognized that his
own claim that Western culture is
self-destructing is not verifiable by
scientific methods. Rather, it is a feel
ing rooted in real experience or valid
cultural observation. As American
theologian Langdon C ilkey observed,
there is an autumnal chill in the air
similar to that of other periods of cul
tural decline.

Church in danger too

If the Church remains wedded to

this culture, then it too will die, Walsh
warned. He also said he believes that
the future of the revival of Christianity
is not in North America, but in Asia,
Africa, and Latin America.

“We should rejoice in that and
humbly sit at the feet of our brothers
and sisters from the Third World.”

A prophetic response shouldn’t
take the form of angry denunciation
or withdrawal from society. Rather,
the response should be motivated by
a compassion that will “cut through
the emotional fat of a satiated numb
ness,” Walsh said.

“Our first question should never
be, ‘Is our worldview implementable,
but is it imaginable?”

An imaginable woridview

Specifically, Walsh asked if those
taking the workshop with Citizen’s for
Public Justice’s (CPJ) Gerald Vande
zande could imagine a politics of jus
tice and compassion instead of the
present politics of oppression and
economic idolatry; if those thinking
about poverty with World Vision
Canada’s Linda Tripp could imagine
the economics of equality and care
versus the economy of affluence and
poverty; if those sitting in a workshop
with Durham Christian High School
teacher John Hull could imagine
Christian schools which would take
seriously Hull’s advice that schools
must disciple the children with a
prophetic vision; or if those talking
sports with Redeemer College educa
tion lecturer John Byl could imagine a
world where sports are fun rather than
just big business; or those exploring
the abortion dilemma with freelance
book editor and writer Denyse
O’Leary could imagine a society that
affirms life at all stages, not just fetal,
and breaks through the morbid pre
occupation our society has with

death; or if those who discuss the ef
fects of the mass media with Toronto
District Christian High School teacher
Syd Hielema could imagine a media
that could be an agent of awakened
social,’cultural renewal rather than
something that further numbs us; or if
those listening to ICS senior member
in education Harry Fernhout could
imagine the story of a biblical world-
view which would allow us to break
through the intellectualism of our ap
proach to the faith; or to imagine with
Trojan Technologies president Hank
Vanderlaan what it would be like to
take spiritual, social, and financial
risks in order to serve the one who
made it his business to risk his life for
us; or if teens could imagine alterna
tive responses to the tough questions
they face concerning drugs, sex, and
technology in workshops with Judy
Cook, Keith Martin, Barbara Rudd,
and Christel Von k-Zeyl.

Concrete ways to obey

Walsh also urged the conferees to
take up concrete ways of trying to
find new paths of obedience after the
conference. He suggested that one
sell that new car if it feels like an
unstewardly purchase; write a letter
to the government on the abortion
legislation or form a local support
chapter for CPJ; volunteer time to
help out a single parent; start a
woridview study group at your
church; and simply make wiser
choices when selecting consumer
goods.

Walsh took his final apocalyptic
prognosis from Revelation 21:1-4.
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new
earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more. And I saw the holy city,
new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from Cod, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband; and I heard
a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Behold, the dwelling of Cod is with
men. He will dwell with them, and
they shall be his people, and God
himself will be with them; he will
wipe away every tear from their eyes,
and death shall be no more, neither
shall there be mourning nor crying nor
pain any more, for the former things
have passed away.”

“The kingdom of the world has be
come the kingdom of our God and he
will reign forever and ever,” Walsh
concluded. “Leave this place with
that hope passionately burning in
your heart!”Walsh adds final touches to Monday’s

speech during lunch. Photo byShenyPierik
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In this report to you, our supporting
constituency, I invite you into a board
member’s chair and heart. From that
vantage point, I hope to leave you
with some of the specific details of
what the board did during its biannu
al meeting June 10, and with a
glimpse of what we heard and saw
during the rather formal but celebra
tive hours of our meeting.

In all of what follows, I hope that
thankfulness, fervent prayer, and
working in neighbourly word and
deed will be confirmed and encour
aged. In no mean way, “All of this is
from God, who through Christ recon
ciled us to himself and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation.” (II Cor.
5:18)

As you learned in the June 1988 is
sue of Perspective, the board unani
mously decided to accept a proposal
by Pro-Urban Developments Ltd.,
which would allow ICS to retain a
substantial ownership interest in the
building and occupy the fifth and
sixth floors. A group of Christian in
vestors, strong supporters of ICS, will
hold the remaining ownership inter
est in the building.

As members and supporters, I am
sure that you can sense the enormity
of the board’s decision to sell the

building, and its consequences
should not be overlooked. Although
we will be out of the property man
agement business and able to
concentrate on ICS as a graduate
school, we will no longer have the
building to fall back on as collateral
for the loans we’ve needed for opera
tional purposes. This means we’ll
have to pour every effort into our per
sonal commitments to giving and en
couraging — even goading — others
to give constantly and generously to
the Institute. As you will see later, the
loss of one of our two key fundraisers
in the development department in
creases by at least 50 percent the
need for each of us to continue to
give generously and to brave the
storm of approaching those who for
years have refused to help.

Budget context

Volunteer giving has increased sig
nificantly over the past year; contribu
tions from classes of the Christian Re
formed Church through the regional
college quotas are up markedly. Al
though the $112,000 deficit bud
geted for 1987-88 has been more
than halved at $45,000, we are not
out of the woods. But the signs are
very hopeful; so much so that the

1988-89 budget anticipates a deficit
of only $37,000 — the lowest in many
years.

Here, in this very tangible area, I
urge each reader to nurture their
sense of “being counted on” in a very
confessional sense of the phrase.
Without the building to fall back on
for loan collateral, and with only one
person working on fundraising in de
velopment, you and I are going to
have to take up the cause more ac
tively.

In this connection, I would like to
point out some disturbing statistics.
Although many donors have been
very generous, our records show that
of the 1,892 members of ICS, 1,329
have not paid their membership fee
or made a donation in the last two
years. At $60 per member, that works
out to an $80,000 budget shortfall.
Please, think of giving every time you
pull a Perspective out of your mail
box.

You might also think and pray
about this — there is no doubt that
our senior members have for years
lived on salaries far below those re
ceived by their counterparts in both
public and many Christian institu
tions. Whereas they would be receiv
ing something in the neighborhood
of $50-60,000 in public institutions,
last year ICS senior members with
over 20 years teaching experience
were paid $30,455. This year, the
board very much wished to increase
salaries. When asked how that might
be done, the unanimous request
from the senior members was that all
of them, regardless of experience, re
ceive the same salary of $32,500. In
addition, limited assistance will be
made available to families with chil
dren in schools not supported by
public funds and a housing subsidy
will be offered when costs exceed 30
percent of the family’s gross income.
The very limited nature of the facul

continued on page 6

Celebrative atmosphere at
biannual board meeting
by Stuart Williams
Trustee, Region 2 (Alberta)

Left to right, Hany Fernhout, John
deGroot, Sam Van Randen and Dirk De
Jong at June trustee meeting.

Left to right, trustee Graham Morbey makes a point at the June board meeting while fel
low trustees Cal Jongsma and Stu Williams listen. Photos by Carol-Ann Veenkamp
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“Trustee report”
continued from page 5

ty’s incomes has been of grave con
cern for years and although very
slight, we are grateful that we can be
gin to make progress in this area. We
covet your prayers and efforts in this
matter also.

Recruitment and Development

This North America is a very large
continent! How many people could
you arrange to see in a week? How
many people could you sit down and
talk with in a week? I’m not talking
about doing this with people you
know or with people who are anxious
to see and to talk to you. These peo
ple live in California, Saskatchewan,
British Columbia, and along the Atlan
tic Coast. Add to this the problem
that what ICS is “selling” is a very ab
stract “product.” As board member
Cal Jongsma noted, the more abstract
your product, the more concrete your
contact with the consumer had better
be. Ideas (even when they have legs)
are abstract, and that is what ICS is
trying to sell.

We have always needed each oth
er’s faces and voices to encourage
and to nurture one another and oth
ers to “be still and know that I am
God” in academic ways. The depar
ture of associate director of develop
ment Harry Kits in June means that
we now have only one person, direc
tor of development Adriana Pierik
working in fundraising throughout
North America. Harry combined his
fundraising duties with student re
cruitment responsibilities during his
two years at ICS. Now he works for
Citizens for Public Justice. His re
cruitment work will be covered, in
part, by Dr. Brian Walsh. But in view
of Brian’s responsibilities for the new
one-year master’s program in world-
view studies, his recruitment duties
will and should be minimal. Harry’s
development work will have to be
covered, as best as possible, by other
ICS administrators.

As you can see, by implication and
by fact, the building sale, the need for
stimulating donations, and the signifi
cantly reduced presence of a walking,
talking ICS personality all necessitate
your active willingness to be
“counted on” personally in some ac
tive “here I am way.”

Signs of hope that need to be nur
tured annually include our anticipa
tion of about 15 new full-time stu

dents in the fall. If all these new stu
dents arrive and complete their prog
rams, there will be 15 men and wom
en prepared to give Christian, aca
demic leadership within public and
Christian institutions, and all of these
people will influence others in Chris
tian ways of thinking and doing faith.

Thankful recognitions

Here I would like to acknowledge
the board’s thankfulness for the work
and dedication of the following peo
ple:

Retiring board members: Ken Her-
mann, Rosanne Lopers-Sweetman,
John de Groot Sr., and Graham Mor
bey. Special recognition was given to
John de Groot as the first person to
be appointed to the post of associate
of ICS for his ongoing volunteer work
for the Institute.

Dr. Vaden House: Congratulations on
having received his Ph.D. from the
Free University of Amsterdam and be
ing the first student to do so on the
basis of having taken all of his courses
at ICS. The work of Vaden and of his
mentor Dr. Hendrik Hart has contrib
uted significantly to the Free Universi
ty of Amsterdam’s decision to allow
ICS senior members to chair the doc
toral supervisory committees of ICS
students. The decision grants ICS and
its faculty significant recognition with
in the community of internationally-
recognized universities.
Senate evaluation and inteiview of

senior members: the Senate reported
their favourable and enthusiastic re
sponse to the work and dedication of
the following senior members, based
on a written and subsequent inter
view with Dr. Calvin Seerveld, Dr.
Harry Femhout, and Dr. William
Rowe. The scholarship, dedication to
students, service to the community,
and penchant for overworking were
among the qualities addressed by the
senate and endorsed by the board.

Dr. Brian Walsh: Brian was appointed
to the responsibility of implementing
the new master of arts in worldview
studies program for 1988-89. As Brian
stated at the general membership
meeting held June 11, ICS intends to
help people bring what they study to
gether with what they do in their em
ployment. The time has come to
make good on our preparation of
people for careers, to broaden our fo
cus, to expand beyond training pro
fessors into training professionals.
This is a program for people who ex
perience a gap between their confes
sion of Christ and how they are expe
riencing their law, accounting, or
medical practices, etc. (A special
grace in this venture is that an ICS
member has volunteered to fund this
program [salary, secretarial time, and
advertising] for a full three years.)

Stepping in one direction: Through
out the last year or so, several infor
mal and incidental contacts have

continued on page 7

Father and son senators: Senate chairman Peter Schouls shared the task of governing
the academic affairs of ICS with his son Tim Schouls who is a student at the Institute.
Tim’s two-year appointment ended with the June meeting; his father’s appointment
continues for four years. Photo by Carol-Ann Veenkamp
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Trustee report”
continued from page 6
been made between members of the
faculty, administration, and board ex
ecutive members of Redeemer Col
lege in Ancaster, Ont. and ICS. The
board is grateful and enthusiastic
about what such contacts can do for
the community’s understanding and
support of the breadth of Christian
higher education.

In an effort to encourage these in
formal relationships, ICS’s board has
written to the board of Redeemer
College requesting that we meet for
mally as full boards, or as designated
representatives from each board. The
purpose of this meeting would be to
formalize the informal contacts in the
hope that we could begin to discuss
and plan the ways in which the two
institutions might be mutually sup
portive in the ways in which both are
present and perceived within the
general Christian community and
within their respective and frequently
overlapping constituencies.
More than a wish list: The special, vol
untary funding of Dr. Walsh and the
new woridview program is just that,
very special — not only because of
the size of the gift, but because of its
duration. At the same time, it is a rare
gift of the type that the board would
like to encourage individuals or small
groups to consider. Please consider
donating the following or fundraising
for their purchase. All of these are
needs, not merely wishful thinking:
1. In retirement, or as a volunteer for a
year or a number of select months,
take on recruiting or fundraising (be
an active ICS presence) for a particu
lar area or region.
2. Be an advocate to your classis if
you are a member of the Christian Re
formed Church and/or local congre
gations to consider designating a
portion of their regional college quota
to ICS. Regional colleges need Chris
tian, trained professors for their col
leges to remain Christian.
3. We have an opportunity to have
$60,000 worth of library cataloguing
done for $10,000. Could you gather a
group of people who would be will
ing to fund this essential service? Our
students have to be able to find the
books we have.
4. A desktop publishing computer
would help ICS put out more pro
motional and academic material and
save us typesetting costs.
5. Organize a membership drive for
your region.

6. Organize a local telethon; set it up
so that no one has to telephone more
than five people. This kind of net
working would help local supporters
get together two or three times a year.
7. Make or find a contact with evan
gelical publishers who would help us
acquire titles (as gifts or inexpensive
ly) for the library which are not availa
ble at the University of Toronto libra
ry.
If you can contribute to the above
wish list, please contact ICS’s vice-
president of administration — Ross
Mortimer.

A report such as this is only words.
Prayer is more than words. Although
prayer is not a ticket, it serves as the
rails on which any venture like ICS
and your commitment must ride. “All
of this is from God, who through
Christ ... gave us the ministry of recon
ciliation:” beseech, badger, and
praise Him about how we, together,
can be faithful in all of these things.

Meet a student:
Shane Baker

Shane Baker Photo by Carol-Ann Veenkamp

I became a student at ICS for two
important reasons: first, I was asked
to consider applying to the Master of
Philosophical Foundations program,
and second, I wanted to learn of life,
God, and our world. That I was asked
to apply here surprised me, but it
shouldn’t have. When I was 13
months old my parents made me a
lifetime member of the Association
for Reformed Scientific Studies
(ARSS), the predecessor of the Associ
ation for the Advancement of Chris-

tian Scholarship (AACS), which be
came ICS. I am honored that I have
not been forgotten and I hope I can
contribute to the atmosphere of
friendly and enjoyable learning I find
at ICS as a graduate student.

I have been educated in Christian
schools from Grades 1 through 12. Af
ter Grade 12, I, for the first time in my
life, entered the public school sys
tem. From there I went on to Trent
University in Peterborough, Ont. to
earn an Honours B.A. in philosophy.
Thus, coming to ICS, feels, to me, like
a homecoming. (Oh, by the way, did I
mention that for Grade 9 I attended
The Erin Lane School, which was
headquartered on the second floor of
229 College St., also the home of ICS?
Or that I was the first of the children
to attend the August ICS family con
ferences held near Niagara Falls as a
babe-in-arms with a lifetime member
ship? Or that both my mother and
father have, over the years, done ex
tensive work for AARS, AACS, ICS,
and Curriculum Development Centre
(CDC), which grew out of ICS?)

I envision myself earning a Ph.D. in
philosophy by the time I’m 30 and
view my years at ICS as a helpful and
enjoyable step in that direction. En
joyable because I love wisdom and
the training one receives to learn to
be such a lover. Helpful because I
feel that the (radical, new and some
what hard to formulate) ideas brew
ing in my young mind will be allowed
to develop, and teased out, under the
leadership and guidance provided by
the learned men and women at ICS,
most notably Dr. Hendrik Hart and
Dr. William Rowe, under whom I
study.

R

L__.-.

Justin Hielema, son of Syd and Evelyn
Hielema, takes a cookie break at the Ni
agara Conference. Photo byShenyPienk

j
I
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by Nik Anseli
M.PhiI.F. student

While liberal scholars tend to close
down the Scriptures with their scepti
cal methodologies and conservative
scholars can have a similar effect with
their safe but often boring approach
to exegesis, British New Testament
scholar N. Thomas Wright demon
strated at a seminar held at ICS July 7
and 8 that one can combine a respect
for Scripture with thorough creative
scholarship that serves to open up
the Bible for our times.

Approximately 40 people attended
a seminar on Mark’s gospel led by
Wright, who is chaplain and New Tes
tament lecturer at Worcester College,
Oxford University, as well as the au
thor of Colossians and Philemon (IVP,
1986), a biblical commentary in the
Tyndale series. He also recently re
vised and updated Stephen Neill’s
well-known historical survey of bibli
cal scholarship, Interpreting the New
Testament (Oxford, 1988).

Topics covered at the two-day
seminar included: What is Mark’s gos
pel and how should it be read?;
Mark’s portrayal of Jesus; Mark’s por
trayal of the disciples, the crowds and
the opponents; and Mark’s message
to the church and world in the first
and twentieth centuries.

Mark is O.T. climax

Wright stressed the importance of
recognizing Mark’s gospel as a narra
tive. He reminded the audience that
we frequently tell stories to make
sense of what is wrong with the world
and to point towards a solution. Thus
a wide variety of stories, from Shake
speare to nursery rhymes, involve the
presence of conflict and resolution.
Storytelling is very important in form
ing the identity of a community and
in passing on a worldview. Mark’s
gospel is also a story, he said, but
added that it functions as the climax
to the Old Testament story; it is the fi
nal act of a great drama.

In his analysis of Mark’s portrayal of
Jesus, Wright was critical of all at
tempts to separate the ‘Christ’ who
we worship in faith from the ‘Jesus’ of

N. Thomas Wright, N.T. scholar.
Photo by Carol-Ann Veenkamp

history. Consequently, serious histori
cal scholarship is indispensable to a
credible Christian faith. It is especially
helpful to view Jesus in his Jewish
context if we are to understand both
his teachings and the events of his
life.

It is in this context that Wright ar
gued that Jesus’s clash with the Jew
ish leaders was not so much over
legalism as over their self-righteous
nationalism. There was conflict over
the sabbath and the food laws, for ex
ample, because these were jealously
guarded features of Jewish life, which
distinguished it from that of the Gen
tiles. Such laws were worn as badges
of racial and national superiority.
Through such idolatry Israel became
blind to its true calling to be a light to
the Gentiles. In Daniel 7 the implica
tion of that calling included suffering

at the hands of the beast before ex
periencing God’s vindication. This
role is then taken over by Jesus in the
suffering of the cross and the vindica
tion of the resurrection.

Calvary is enthronement

Another fascinating exegetical sug
gestion offered by Wright was that
Calvary functioned for Mark as Jesus’s
enthronement over Israel. In other
words the inscription against Jesus
that read, “The King of the Jews”
(Mark 15:26) was accurate. On the
cross he is their King! This greatly illu
minates Jesus’s words in Mark 10:35-
40 where James and John ask to sit at
his right and left hand in glory — an
honour that is reserved for the two
criminals who are put to death on ei
ther side of him (Mark 15:27).

Wright also discussed the way in
which Mark’s gospel functioned to
subvert both the pagan and Jewish
worldviews of the first century and
suggested possible hermeneutical
strategies for applying Mark’s mes
sage to the modern world. For exam
ple, does not a king enthroned on a
cross, and a discipleship character
ized by cross-bearing (Mark 8:34) and
servitude (9:35, 10:42-45) subvert a
worldview which glories in military,
technological and economic power?

The overwhelmingly positive re
sponse of the participants in this sem
inar (who ranged from graduate stu
dents to pastors to business people
and homemakers) bodes well for fu
ture events addressing biblical books
and themes. Perhaps we will see Tom
Wright in the halls of ICS again in the
not too distant future.

British N.T. scholar
leads seminar on Mark

1

A father keeps his eye on some tots and
his arms around others while on duty at
the Niagara Conference babysit.

Photo by Carol-Ann Veenkamp
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So, what do teachers do during the
summer? Well, on June 29, when the
school door shuts with a final clang
and students leave for the cottage
and the beach, the teachers head for
home to spend long hours drinking
cool liquids in air conditioned com
fort, broken only by pleasant periods
in the garden or in the canoe. Right?
Not so for 11 teachers and their
teacher who spent the first three
weeks in July at ICS, reading, talking,
and arguing curriculum theory.

Van Brummelen’s challenge

The challenge put to us by Dr.
Harro Van Brummelen, an adjunct
faculty member at ICS and professor
of education at Trinity Western Uni
versity, was to critically think through
the theories of knowledge underlying
our classroom practice and resources.
Does this sound fairly academic and
removed from the average kindergar
ten or Grade 12 classroom? Well, it
isn’t. Van Brummelen demonstrated
how theories of knowledge have a di
rect impact on everything from the
reading series used in Grade 3 to the
history texts used in Grade 8 and the
science texts used in Grade 12 in
what they emphasize and what they
leave out. They also shape our class
room practice. Does one as a teacher
of Grade 9 students have them spend

a lot of time listening to lectures and
taking notes? Is your approach in
Grade 5 generally one in which the
students discover themselves? What
is the effect of using cartoons in
teaching Bible? How does it all relate
to the basic aims of Christian educa
tion? What are the basic aims of
Christian education?

Why bother with theory?

Why would anyone want to bother
with all of the above questions? Why
not just teach the stuff? In the first
place, it’s fun. Yes folks, there are
teachers out there who actually enjoy
talking, thinking, arguing, and reading

about education. More importantly,
however, there are many winds of
doctrine sweeping the educational
world. In Ontario, for example, the
ministry of education is handing
down subject guidelines with a clear
philosophical focus that pushes us in
the direction of a process of emphasis
in learning. How should we react? Re
ject the document? Accept it in part
or the whole? What is appropriate for
the Christian schools?

Implications of a confession

Van Brummelen guided us to think
about a biblical theory of knowledge
and the child, and to develop ideas
about classroom practice and re
sources consistent with that basic ori
entation. Are we who believe that Je
sus Christ is central to education
comfortable with the academic ra
tionalist approach, which says that
content is king and that learning is es
sentially intellectual in nature? Can
we live with a personal relevance
framework that places the child at the
center of the educational world? Is
the social relevance orientation the
answer? What are the implications of
our confession for our classroom
practice? Under Van Brummelen’s
expert and kindly guidance, the con
tours of the answer began to take
shape, respecting the child as well as
God’s good created order, taking
meaning from God’s call to all of us to
live our lives joyfully in his service.

For me, as a teacher of high school
students, it was interesting to see that
the questions are the same for all
teachers. We ranged from high school
to kindergarten, with different
specialities and we learned a lot from
each other. Our teacher, with a great
deal of sensitivity and expertise, was
able to give thoughtful, sensible re
sponses to our questions and ideas.

Questions similar for all teachers

And so, despite the heat (record
highs), smog (a shock to those of us
from the more pristine reaches of the
province such as Owen Sound), tech
nological problems (air conditioners
breaking down, electrical circuits
overloading), logistical hurdles (being
moved from our classroom in favour
of a larger workshop, finding our way
via public transit and expressways to
ICS for an 8 a.m. start-up), we had a
very productive time, gaining a re
newed sense of purpose and a deep
ened awareness of the teaching com
munity of which we are all a part. [1

How a dozen teachers spent
their summer holidays
by Leo Van Arragon
ICS summer student

Dr. Harro Van Brummelen leads summer
education course at ICS.

Hilda Roukema and Johanna Kootstra, two teachers turned students, participate in the
education class. Photos by Carol-Ann Veenkamp
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“Building on ‘The Beginning of Wis
dom:’ A Philosophical Agenda” was
the topic of a paper given by ICS’s se
nior member in philosophy of educa
tion Dr. Harry Fernhout at the third
annual Chicago Conference, a
grassroots gathering of Christian edu
cators concerned about the further
development of distinctively Chris
tian education. The paper was a phil
osophical evaluation of a statement
of educational vision produced by
Christian Schools International.

On July 30, Fernhout gave a work
shop entitled, “Biblical worldview as
the story of our lives” at the ICS Niag
ara Family Conference.

Fernhout also attended the annual
convention of Christian Schools Inter
national, which was held at Redee
mer College in Ancaster, Ont. August
2 and 3.

On August 17, Fernhout presented
two lectures at the Institute for Chris
tian College Teaching (ICCT) Interna
tional Faith Learning Seminar held at
Union College, Lincoln, Nebraska.
The seminar brought together teach
ers and administrators from Seventh
Day Adventist colleges around the
world. The topics Fernhout lectured
on included, “From woridview to
Christian education” and “Education
for discipleship at the Christian col
lege.”

ICS’s senior member in systematic
philosophy Dr. Hendrik Hart read a
paper entitled, “Does anyone hold
this view?” at the 1988 World Con
gress of Philosophy held in Brighton,
England, August 21 through 28. At the
congress, Hart also participated in a
round table discussion with profes
sors Ken Schmitz and Paul Gooch of
the University of Toronto and profes
sor Elaine Botha of South Africa on
“Christian faith and cultural univer
sals.” In addition, Hart read two more
papers at the congress, including “But
deliver us from reason” at a session of
the International Christian Studies As
sociation and “Resolving Neo-Platon
ic traces and contemporary Christian
self-understanding” for the Neo- Pla
tonic Society.

Hart also spoke on the Christian
faith and homosexuality at the annual
Christian arts and music festival called
Greenbelt, held in England August 26-
29.

On June 20, Dr. Paul Marshall, se
nior member in political theory, pres
ented a Christian perspective on the
state of the economy at St Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church as world leaders
representing seven of the world’s
richest nations gathered for the Eco
nomic Summit across the square. The
address was jointly sponsored by
King-Bay Chaplaincy, an inter-church
ministry to the business community
of Toronto, and St. Andrew’s Presby
terian Church. Marshall’s speech was
given coverage in an article entitled,
“Put family above money,
churchgoers urged” in the June 21
edition of the Toronto Star. Marshall
was also interviewed June 19 by CBC
Radio and on June 27 by BBC AM
about his views on the economy and
the summit.

Marshall spent the month of July
studying at the International Institute
of Human Rights in Strasbourg,
France.

August 26-29 found Marshall at
Greenbelt where he spoke on human
rights and the welfare state, and
served on various discussion panels.

Senior member in philosophical
theology Dr. James Olthuis was the
keynote speaker at the ICS summer
conference held at Red Deer, Alber
ta, July 29 through August 1. He
spoke on “Spirals of Love and Heal
ing.” The conference was organized
by the Edmonton ICS Chapter.

In June, ICS’s senior member in
aesthetics Dr. Calvin Seerveld made
a presentation in Lincoln, Nebraska to
25 select professors from the network
of Seventh Day Adventist Christian
colleges around the United States,
who were gathered for a two- week
seminar on Christian college teaching.
Seerveld lectured on “A Scripturally-
led perspective for understanding the
task of the arts and literature” and
“Actual steps for a redemptive her
meneutics in the humanities.”

In July, Seerveld attended the con
ference on liturgy and worship spon
sored by the Christian Reformed
Church (CRC) Board of Publications
and Calvin College in honour of the
recent publication of the new Psalter
Hymnal for the CRC. Seerveld pres
ented a sectional seminar on “The
Poetry and the Passion of the
Psalms.”

Dr. George Vandervelde, ICS’s se
nior member in systematic theology,
has returned from a year on sabbati
cal at the Institute for Ecumenical and
Cultural Research in Collegeville,
Minnesota. His research focused on
understanding of the church in Prot
estant and Roman Catholic ecumeni
cal documents. He completed an arti
cle on a recent Vatican document
and is working on another dealing
with the understanding of commu
nion in current ecumenical discus
sions. In April, he participated in a
conference on “Trinity, Christology,
and Atonement” at Marquette Uni
versity in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Seerveld
contributes
to Psalter

Dr. Calvin Seerveld, ICS’s senior
member in aesthetics, was one of 12
members of a committee appointed
by the Synod of the Christian Re
formed Church (CRC) in 1977 to re
vise and improve the psalm and
hymn sections of the 1959 edition of
the Psalter Hymnal used by the CRC.
The fruit of the labour of this
committee is now visible in the form
of new Psalter Hymnals gracing the
pews of most churches in the denom
ination.

Seerveld sees his contribution to
the new hymnal as “probably the
most important thing I’ll be able to
give in my life to God’s people.”

In addition to working on the revi
sion of texts for the 641 songs in
cluded in the hymnal, Seerveld wrote
the text and music for a number of Bi
ble songs included in the book

Although he realizes that the new
Psalter Hymnal cannot possibly fulfill
everyone’s expectations, Seerveld is
pleased with the results of the
committee’s decade of work He sees
the psalter section, which now in
cludes one song for each of the 150
Psalms, as a major improvement
which may also inspire other denomi
nations to rediscover the singing of
the psalms.

“It’s the first time in this century
that the complete Psalter has been
done in modern English,” hç said.

Keeping up with ICS Faculty
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After returning to work after a great
vacation during which I cycled 300
miles along the Oregon coast with my
oldest son, I have found it difficult to
get back into the groove of work
once again. From feeling the wind
and sun (and the rain) in my face, ab
sorbing the breathtaking beauty of
God’s wonder-filled creation, spend
ing serene evenings sitting on the
beach watching the sun slowly sink
into the Pacific, re-entry into the hot,
humid, and turbulent metropolis of
Toronto feels like culture shock.

However, holidays are just oases in
our busy lives, provided to replenish
our depleted energies so that we can
once more take up our task with re
newed vigour and enthusiasm.

Before I describe my task for the
upcoming year, I would like to send
out a great big THANKS to all of you
who have supported us so regularly
with your gifts and prayers. With the
final tally of the year 1987-88 now in,

we can tell you that we are deeply
grateful to have received the greatest
amount of donation income in the
history of ICS! The graph at the bot
tom of this page clearly shows a
steady increase in donation support
over the last five years, but 1987-88
tops them all!

Although our “Help Close the Gap”
campaign did in fact not close the
deficit gap, a huge stride forward was
made in narrowing that gap. But our
hopes for a balanced budget did not
materialize. Instead, we saw an oper
ating deficit of $45,311. Still, this is far
below the $112,000 deficit which we
had anticipated for 1987-88.

At the beginning of this new fiscal
year, we are faced with ever greater fi
nancial challenges. At the June mem
bership meeting, a budget which calls
for a total donation income of
$590,000 for 1988-89 was adopted by
our members. Raising these funds will
be quite a challenge. But the size of

1987 1988
$472,691 $611,364

that challenge is in fact even greater.
Even if we receive this large sum of

money in donations, our deficit will
not be totally wiped out. So, in fact,
we are aiming to work hard at raising
even more than the budgeted
amount. For too long we have had to
cope with deficit financing. Nothing
would be more wonderful than clos
ing the next fiscal year in the black!

To accomplish this goal, it is obvi
ous that ICS need the gifts, prayers,
time, and love of its supporters. At
the same time, it should also be obvi
ous that such needs will not be pro
vided for unless there is the convic
tion by our supporters that the re
demptive claim of Christ over his cre
ation requires an institution such as
ICS. If this is our common conviction,
then the goal of a balanced budget
for 1989-90 will be reached. Please
pray that the Lord will bless all efforts
toward this end.

The president
is disappointed!

In my April Perspective column I
asked for volunteers who would take
on very seriously the task of praying for
ICS. I was very disappointed at how few
responded!

I especially need your prayers be
cause I am becoming increasingly fear
ful for ICS, not for any specific reason,
but fearful of the powers of evil. Why?
Well, first, because the Lord seems to
be blessing us so miraculously! Do you
suppose the evil one has not noticed?
Secondly, the Institute, under God, can
become one of His most strategic tools
within, and beyond, the academic
world today. That, surely, marks ICS as a
prime target of our arch enemy. I have
always believed that “Our fight is not
against human foes, but against cosmic
powers, . . . against the superhuman
forces of evil in the heavens (Eph. 6:12
NEB). But, somehow, this has become
more real to me recently as I think of
ICS and its mission. Only our Sovereign
Lord can keep the evil spirits at bay. Do
I sound overly dramatic? Unreal? I am
deadly serious about this, as was Paul. It
is out of such convictions that I beg you
to join me in a special prayer group
which:
1) will pray for ICS regularly every

week, and
2) will pray for specific, particular needs

that we have. For this I’ll send you a
prayer list update from time to time.

Simply drop me a line; one sentence
will do; asking for my periodical prayer
letter. Please join me! []

Development
Notes
by Adriana Pierik

Record of 5 Years of Donations Income
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V TWO CONFERENCES:

Christianity& CanadianCulture
CanadianCulture & The CRC
October 20-22, 1988, Toronto, Ontario f October 24&25, 1988, Toronto, Ontario

Sponsored by:THE INSTITUTE FOR I Sponsored by:THE INSTITUTE FOR
CHRISTIAN STUDIES AND I CHRISTIAN STUDIES AND THE COUNCIL

THE EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP OF I OF CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCHES
V CANADA] IN CANADA

The purpose: to examine how churches and
theological traditions have related with, and
influenced Canadian society.

The goal: to shape the directions of this
influence in order to redirect society and
meet its needs as we head for the twenty-
first century.

The purpose: to examine how the Christian
Reformed community has related with, and
influenced Canadian society.

The result: It is hoped that the published re
sults of the conference will prove helpful to
churches in planning for the future and will
lead to more effective ecumenical activities.

The goal: to analyze and understand the
diversity of Reformed cultural activity and
perspectives as we approach the twenty-first
century.

views.

The speakers: Representatives of eight
major denominations will present their

The result: It is hoped that the sharing of
insights and perspectives will help us to be a
more loving and obedient people and a more
effective Christian voice in Canada.

The participants: Speakers will represent the
diversity in the Christian Reformed
Community.

Registration fee: $85.00 and $65.00 or $120.00 for both conferences

Forfurther information and registration, please contact:

‘Cs
INSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIAN STUDIES

229 College St., Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5T 1R4 / Tel.: (416)979-2331
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