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Newsletter of the Institute for Christian Studies

On the Death of
Dr. Peter Steen
by Al Wolters

At 7:40 p.m. on June 23,
1984, Dr. Peter Steen, long
time advocate of reforma
tional scholarship, and part-
time staff member of the

( Institute for Christian Studies,
finally succumbed to the
cancer which he had been
battling for a decade. He
died at the Roswell Park
Memorial Institute in Buffalo,
New York, in the presence of
his wife, Jan, and his parents.
He was 48 years old.

Pete Steen (as everyone called him) had degrees from
Calvin College and Westminster Theological Seminary, and
studied for a year at the Free University of Amsterdam in the
early 1960s. His doctoral dissertation (recently published by
Wedge Publishing Foundation) dealt with the philosophy of
Herman Dooyeweerd, of whom Peter was both a very
knowledgeable critic and enthusiastic advocate. He taught
philosophy at Trinity Christian College in Palos Heights,
Illinois, at Geneva College in Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania, and
for the Coalition for Christian Outreach, based in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. During the last decade of his life he was the
animating spirit of an organization called Christian Educa
tional Services, which organized reformational lectures (mainly
on philosophical and ethical topics as these related to con
temporary American culture) to college students all over
western Pennsylvania and Ohio. His teaching had an enormous
and lasting impact on Christian students in that area, many of( whom found their way to the Institute for Christian Studies. It
is not too much to say (humanly speaking) that Pete Steen
single-handedly brought about the strong and widespread
interest in things reformational in the heartland of American
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Presbyterianism. He was the single most tireless promoter of
the ICS in North America(and probably the world), as well as
its most effective student recruiter. It was Pete, more than
anyone else, who gained a hearing for the reformational vision
among non-Dutch American evangelicals.

Probably more than anyone else, Pete Steen could be said to
personify the reformational movement in North America in the
last three decades. He was the living incarnation of all that was
best (and some of what was worst) in the movement for
reformational thought and action in the United States and
Canada during the last three decades. In him we saw the
burning zeal, the broad cultural vision, the uncompromising
insistence on Christ’s universal sovereignty, the deep-rooted-
ness in Scripture, the passionate commitment to societal
reform, the tenacious allegiance to sound doctrine, the gift for
unorthodox eloquence, the respect for the highest standards of
scholarship, the fearlessness in challenging the idols of a
secularized establishment, the commitment to evangelism, the
willingness to be reviled for Christ’s sake, the strategic sense of
what is historically important and possible, the chikilike trust
in a holy and forgiving Jehovah, the deep bond ofconfessional
solidarity with believers in every walk of life, and the inspiring
leadership, which has marked the reformational movement at
its best. And in him we also saw reflected some of the
weaknesses of that movement polemical exaggeration, coarse
ness of language, insensitivity to persons, lack oforganization,
prophecy disguised as scholarship, neglect of family, theo
logical imprecision, and a host of other major and minor sins.
In many ways Pete was not an easy person to get along with,
yet it is telling that his larger-than-life personality (in many
ways he resembled Martin Luther) won him hundreds of
critical admirers, but few lasting enemies.

Not only did Pete personify the reformational movement;
he also did more to advance its cause in North America than
any other human being apart from Dr. Evan Runner of Calvin
Coilge. His life was a bright flame that burned for Christ’s
honour in all of culture, and that set on fire the hearts of
hundreds of college students, both in the wider Pittsburgh area
and far beyond. His life was a magnificent testimony to the
power of God’s grace in the concrete dimensions of earthly
history.

Al Wolters is senior member in the history ofphilosophy at
‘Cs.



In This Issue...
The month of June is a time of both winding down the ICS
academic and fiscal year and gearing up for the upcoming
year. Although Bernard Zyistra will write a review of the
1983-84 year in his upcoming Annual Report, this issue of
Perspective begins the process of wrapping up and looking
ahead.

Leo Jonker’s report of the May Board meetings indicates
how the Trustees spent their time evaluating present develop
ments and planning for the future ofICS. Bob VanderVennen
writes about some of the programs he was involved in this
past year. Be sure to look out for news of the exciting new
initiatives, especially the correspondence reading course
program, which Bob is taking on.

June is also a month when some of the junior members
who have finished their studies take their leave of ICS. Also
not returning in September are Senior Members Mclntire
and Wolters. These farewells will be difficult ones for those
of us who will remain here at ICS, but we’re happy for
Thomas’ and Al’s opportunities to work at scripturally
directed learning in new settings.

“Highlights” turns in this issue to Al Wolters; it’s
Perspective’s way of sending him on to Redeemer College
with much thanks for his many contributions to ICS. Henk
Hart contributes to “Moorings” this month with a condensed
version of a sermon which, he says, arose directly out of a
guest lecture presented at ICS this winter.

Our special feature this month is an interview with Cal
Seerveld, written by Nancy Pearcey, wife ofJunior Member
Rick Pearcey. We’re very happy to include this article in
Perspective, because it gives an excellent summary of Cal’s
reformational way of thinking. It’s a fresh reminder of what
makes ICS unique and vital to the Christian community.

If summer is your time to wind down, take the opportunity
to savour Perspective from cover to cover. Read and enjoy!

AVG

From the
Président’s
Point ofView
by Bernard Zyistra

Twenty-five years ago we began with our conferences. Our
first student conference was held in 1959 in Unionville, then
a sleepy little village in the Ontario countryside, now part of
the expanse of Metropolitan Toronto. Like Toronto, our
conference program, organized today by Dr. Robert Vander
Vennen, has expanded and diversified considerably. This is
evident from the themes of the four conferences we’re
organizing this summer.

The first one, held early in June, dealt with “Christianity
and Classical Culture.” The initiative for this event was
taken by Dr. Wendy Elgersma Helleman, who, with her
husband, Rev. Art Helleman, is a missionary in the Philip
pines. She studied classical languages and philosophy at
Calvin College, the University of Toronto, and the Free
University of Amsterdam. She was — quite correctly — of the
opinion that the knowledge of Greek and Roman civilization
is drastically undermined in North American culture. She
thought that the Institute should take the initiative to bring
together a group of educators — and others! — to discuss this
vacuum. It took a while before Dr. Elgersma Helleman had
persuaded us to go ahead. But she did. So, with a little help4
from Al Wolters, she brought together a distinguished group
of scholars primarily from Canadian universities.

Then, a week later, a conference with an entirely different
theme: “Toward a Responsible Technology.” This is closer
to our “normal” topics since the Institute has paid a lot of
attention to the interface between Christianity and society.
But, apart from last summer’s family conference in Alberta,
we have not dealt extensively with this theme at one
conference, I suppose mainly because we have no staff
member in this area. So here again we relied on outside input,
in this case from the Calvin Center for Christian Scholarship.
The CCCS brings together a number of scholars around a
specific theme on an annual basis. For several years now the
CCCS team in question has come to Toronto to interact with
the ICS staff and guests about its work. This year, under the
leadership of Dr. Arie Leegwater, the team is preparing a
book on “Responsible Technology.”

In mid-July the focus will shift again, to “The Spirit —

Empowering Presence.” The tradition of the Institute is rich
with the theology of creation and redemption. We often
speak of the ground motive of creation, fall and redemption.
But the Holy Spirit remains in the background of our
reflection and also of our life. In view of this Dr. George
Vandervelde invited evangelical theologians from four coun
tries to help set our record straight The outcome is a first-rate
agenda for high-level theological interaction.

Finally, to top it all off, our flagship Niagara conference,
which is today’s equivalent ofthe 1959 Unionville conference,
develops the theme “Joy in Living.” Dr. Gordon Spykman of
Calvin College and an Institute curator is to be the main
speaker. His theme will be developed by nine seminar leaders.
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C. T. Mclntire Goes to
University of Toronto
Beginning July 1, 1984,
Senior Member C.T. Mc
Intire will be a full-time faculty
member of Trinity College of
the University of Toronto.
Mclntire’s appointment in
cludes membership in the
History Department of the
Toronto School of Theology,
and is also accompanied by his
appointment to the School of
Graduate Studies of the
University of Toronto.

Mclntire’s new position follows a two-year cross
appointment with Trinity College, which enabled him as an
ICS senior member to teach his courses for University of
Toronto credit. He has been ICS Senior Member in History
since 1973.

Although we regret that Mclntire will be leaving the ICS
faculty, we are happy that he is willing to continue to super
vise some Master’s theses being written for ICS. We also
look forward to finding ways to formalize a new relationship
between Mclntire and ICS, one which will give ICS as much
access to his gifts and abilities as possible.

ICS will have to forego, in any case, the administrative
and diplomatic talents that Mclntire displayed as Registrar
and as a key participant in last year’s negotiations with the
Ontario government to obtain the charter for the Institute.
We can be grateful, then, that Mclntire says, “I shall remain
a friend of the Institute and am willing to help junior and
senior members in any way I can.”

Board of Trustees Report

On May 31 and June 1 the Board of Trustees of the IC S met
for the second time this calendar year. Although the trustees
had to address themselves to many of the same tough
problems faced in March, all agreed that the spirit of unity
and purpose that characterized the meeting Was very encour
aging. In the words of chairman Jim Joosse, the trustees

( “wrestled to come to a better understanding of the problems,”
‘ and were beginning to develop a “closeness that made it easier

for all concerned to hear each other.”

One of the meeting’s highlights was a presentation by Jim
Olthuis followed by questions from the trustees. Jim Olthuis’
talk was on abortion, with special emphasis on the manner in
which he bases his thinking on Scripture. Although time
constraints dictated that some of the trustees’ questions had to
be relegated to future occasions for discussion, it became clear
that it is very much part of Jim’s program to base his views on
the Bible, and that his application of these views in practical
situations is much more conventional than originally suggested.
The discussion was a good experience for all concemed.

The trustees plan to incorporate such senior members’
presentations in all future trustee meetings. The intention is to
help trustees understand better the dynamics of the scholarship
at the Institute, and to help senior members keep in touch with
questions raised when their research impinges on the com
munity that supports them.

President’s Point of View continued

Can we still speak about joy in our times? Can we still
experience joy in our broken world? This is not a theme we
would have chosen in 1959, when we introduced a vision, nor
in 1969, when we opened the doors of the Institute with a
measure of counter-cultural gusto. In 1984 we can reflect
together in joy.

The Institute is maturing. One sign of its maturity is a
widening of its focus to the many dimensions of the Gospel as it
relates to a complex world.

As an added vehicle for improved contact between the staff
and the trustees, the board plans a retreat to precede this year’s
fall meeting. It is intended that retreats become an annual
event, though probably in the spring.

There was much discussion at the meeting to find ways to
bring the work of the Institute staff to the membership. Bob
VanderVennen, our Director of Educational Services, gave an
impressive account of the many books by Institute members
that have appeared recently or are about to appear. In addition
to this past year’s lecture series by senior members, three
conferences are planned at the Institute this summer. As a
completely new initiative, Bob proposed a program of corres
pondence reading courses. These would be non-credit courses
open to anyone. The trustees received the proposal enthus
iastically and asked Bob to develop it further. Other ways of
making the Institute’s work more accessible were discussed.
Though public lectures and other forms ofpublic interaction by
senior members help maintain an atmosphere of trust and
understanding, the board is concerned that too much of it will
leave no time for their research. To fmd the right balance
continues to be a problem.
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by Leo Jonker

Trustees Herman Praamsma (Region 7), My defong(trustee
at-large) and Leo Jonker (Region 8)



The board was informed ofsenior member C. T. Mclntire’s
decision to leave his position at the Institute to join the history
department at Trinity College (University of Toronto) as
associate professor with tenure. His absence from the Institute
will be sorely felt. The board expressed its hope that he would
maintain significant contact with the Institute. On Friday

evening the trustees shared a
farewell banquet with C.T.
Mclntire and his wife,
Rebecca, and with Al Wolters
and his wife, Alice, who are
leaving for Redeemer College
(see the April issue of Pers
pective). At the banquet
words of farewell were also
addressed to Jim Joosse,
who has completed his second
consecutive term as trustee.
He was thanked for his wise
and patient chairmanship.

During the budget discus

______

sions the tnistees continued to
grapple with a difficult finan
cial situation. The budget
finally approved for presenta

tion at the annual membership meeting contains a projected
deficit of approximately $16,000 even after severe cost cutting.
The Trustee Campaign (for donations) is under way, and a
drive for new members is beginning. The board continues to
covet your prayers for the Institute.

Leo Jonker, associate professor of mathematics at Queen’s
University in Kingston, Ontario, is trustee for region &

Annual Membership Meeting

On June 2, immediately following the meeting of the Board of(
Trustees, the ICS Annual Membership Meeting was held at
the Institute. In spite of the beautiful weather, some 90 people
attended.

Dick Pierik, campus chaplain at the University ofToronto
and trustee for Region 7 (Central Ontario), spoke on the topic
“Teacher, Beware!” He based his speech on James 3, pointing
out the great responsibility held by anyone who teaches,
whether that be in the classroom, the home or elsewhere. His
speech wifi be printed in the next issue of Perspective.

One highlight of the meeting was the awarding of the
M.PhiLF. degree to two recent graduates, Malcolm MacRury
and Johanna Selles Roney. Other items on the agenda included
a report from Bob VanderVennen on recent developments in
the area of educational services; a report from Chairman
James Joosse on the recent meetings of the Board of Trustees;
and the presentation of the audited financial statements of
1982- 83 and of the budget for 1984- 85 by treasurer Ary de
Jong.

President Bernard Zyistra concluded the meeting with
words of appreciation for all those who have left or are leaving
us this year, both staff and trustees. He especially thanked
retiring chairman Joosse for his long and faithful service on the
Board of Trustees. The meeting was followed by a short
reception which gave members a chance to mingle with each
other and with the trustees and stafl most of whom attended
the meeting as welL

Letters
This is one of those quick notes dashed off during my morning
coffee break on a beautiful June morning. I. . . want to take this
brief opportunity to tell you about my support. I know that we
(the entire ICS community of staff and supporters) are facing
formidable struggles, crises arising from within and without. I
appreciate that especially the Board carries the weight of
having to make bold decisions and to move in creative
directions. I know that it is not always easy to discern the
spirits, let alone the Wind of the Pentecostal Spirit, in the latter
part of the twentieth century. Nonetheless, be assured of my
continuing prayers for the urgent work and ministry ofthe ICS,
my firm conviction that the driving force which gave birth to this
work over 25 years ago was the force of Chrisfs Word and
Spirit, and that that force must and will continue to propel us in
the years ahead, even though that means re-evaluating the
shape of the work.
Ontario

Thank you for your informative magaz.ine Perspective. I feel
issues you raise in public meetings (and undoubtedly in studies
at ICS) are relevant and timely to many today.

Ontario

As a long-time intellectual and financial supporter of ICS, I
applaud the effort to maintain the biblical commitment of the
Institute. However, you should know that there are some ofus
out here who are not of the Reformed tradition who would still
like to find spiritual and intellectual fellowship with ICS. . . . I

would encourage ecumenicity of thought and spirit on matters
which do not touch the root of the faith. If the current
movement is to make the Institute more rigidly Reformed, I
would urge caution. I continue to be grateful for the profound
ways in which ICS has ministered to me.

Virginia

Here is a donation to the Trustee Appeal. We praise God with
you that many exciting things have been happening atICS. We
pray that God may give those in the supporting community
generous hearts so that the work at ICS may go on and that the
trustees may be encouraged in their tasks. We appreciate the
desire to “be responsible and end this year in the black.” May
God bless your efforts!

Ontario

C

p

Trustee Sam Van Randen
(Region 1)

Quote
One reason for the remarkable spread of atheism
among the intelligentsia of the world is the ease with
which atheistic naturalism, through the prestige and
power and “success” of science, passes on from
master to pupil, without perhaps the master noticing
or willing it.

— frornA Christian Critique of the University by
Charles Habib Malik Inter-Varsity Press, 1982.
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Moorings

Meditation on Psalm 74
by Hendrik Hart

On my birthday or our anniversary we thank God for another
year. When a friend comes home from hospital we thank God
for healing. When a car goes out ofcontrol butjust misses one
of us we thank God for protection. Life, healing, protection
and many other experiences of blessing bring God close to a
believer. They are Immanuel-experiences.

Not surprisingly, other events can wear down our faith in
God’s presence. Maybe not in God’s existence, but in any
case in His presence with us. Enough death or divorce,
enough sickness without healing, enough falling prey to the
forces of evil without protection, and we begin to wonder
where God is.

Very often this perceived absence of God is a result ofour
times and our culture in which many think there is no need of
or use for God. Modern people may silently smile at or loudly
mock the weak who need God’s right arm to lean on, God’s
revelation to know right from wrong, God’s blessing to
prosper. No wonder Christians sensitive to our times often
yearn to be nearer to God.

Once upon a time in Israel God was far away. In Psalm
74, Israel feels the weight of God’s absence. God has hidden

) Himself and His people feel rejected. The temple, God’s
dwelling place, has been destroyed. Every place for being
with God is burned down. And God did nothing to stay in
touch. Israel (v. ib) is sure God must be angry. Why else
would He take ofT? A true shepherd does not desert the flock.

But the sheep may wander offon a way of their own. Vs. 9
- 11: God’s people have utterly lost their way, are without
guides, and have no prospect of ever fmding their way again.
Vs. 9 pictures despair no signs, no leadership, no perspective.
Here, in three short phrases, is our secular society. For
centuries we’ve done without God. And now He is very
distant. Where in our world is God anymore?

What now? Repentance, confession of sin, conversion?
No. Our psalm omits any mention of sin, guilt and repentance.
Instead it expresses the pain of rejection and anger. V. 2: God,
don’t you remember us? You went through a lot of trouble to set
us free tobe yours. God, we can’tbelieve this! V.3: Golookfor
yourself. Do you think it can be fixed? Looks like permanent
damage to us. And if we are yours, what’s the difference
between our misery and yours? V. 10: If the temple is
permanently damaged, will your name be permanently mud?
But we are only people. You as God have the power to deliver.
V. 11: Why do you just stand there with your hands in your
pockets? Have you visited in Lebanon lately?

All is dark. The sound of scoffing deafens us till all is silent
i. No eyes for signs, no ears for prophets, no contact with God.

But from deep within Israel’s heart comes the voice of a faith
that will not die. V. 12: Even so, God, you are my King, my
Saviour. Whatever the present reality, you, my God, have
always been at work to save.

God as saviour became fully visible in Christ Inimanuel.
Butithasbeenlikethatalways. Inherhistory(vs. 13-15) God
delivered Israel from the Egyptians, saved her from thirst in the
desert, guided her through rivers made into dry highways. The
right hand of the royal Creator acted to set us free in the very
actofcreation. Vs. 16- 17: Lightwas separatedfromdarkness,
salvation from destruction. Even the night received light and
became a time for refreshment God rules and that rule
redeems. On its regular rhythms we can depend. God is our
King.

This faith changes the mood of our psalm. Suddenly the
plaintive “God, have you forgotten us?” of v. 2 becomes a
parallel challenge in vs. 18 - 21: Remember, God! Call us to
mind. The psalmist walks right past repentance and forgive
ness into an almost cheeky reminder God, ifyou are Saviour,
may we remind you of your image? More, the poet identifies
our cause with God’s. God is mocked when his people suffer.
People that are down are a poor profile for a redeeming God.
But if the oppressed would suddenly sing God’s praises —

“You are our God, for you have defended us!” — my God,
what a morning!

Without reflection on guilt or repentance our psalm moves
straight to the grace of an all-powerful Saviour. If anything can
save us, God, it’ll have to be yourself, rather than anything we
can do. If you act I will experience your nearness again in my
salvation. Act your part, rule to save.

In vs. 22-23 we find the parallel of v. 3. In v. 3 disbelief at
having been abandoned makes people ask God to take a first
hand look. In v. 22 this opportunity of God’s presence is used
to issue a plea: Rise up, o God, and take up your defense, which
is our defense. The psalm exhorts the Saviour-God-Creator to
arise in self-defense. The lament over our rejection turns into
encouraging God to mind the rejection of divine majesty.

No questions in the psalm are answered. God is angry.
Who knows why or for how long? But once the believer
confesses a God whose identity, even as Creator, is Redeemer,
the questions disappear. If there is no other God but our God,
then whoever claims to be God and doesn’t save just isnt our
God. God is our King working salvation. That’s the divine
presence in our kind ofworld. So, God. put your money where
your mouth is, act according to your revelation.

A psalm like this sounds cheeky. But if Psalm 74 is the
Word of God, it is of great comfort for us who struggle with
responsibly being in this world. This psalm tells us that even
when we find it hard to repent, surrender, humble ourselves,
even then, God’s grace is bound to get us. God wants to save
us, at all costs. The divine identity is at stake in it This psalm
says: Go to God, and say, “God, we have ruined things, but
don’t let that get to your good name. Arise, God, return to us.
For you are our God.”

Hendrik Hart is senior member in systematic philosophy at
‘Cs.
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Serving Through
Public Education

by ]?obertE. VanderVennen

Hearing and Doing
Our program of educational outreach beyond the walls of
ICS to students and others in the Toronto area has been quite
active this year. It’s called”Hearing and Doing” because we
try to promote Kingdom vision that leads to action. Susan
Bower has coordinated this work for the past two years,
leading the work of ICS students and recent graduates.

Again this year we had an exciting teaching program at
nearby colleges and universities. Our strength is a basic non-
credit course taught once a week under the theme “Christian
Perspective.” The course follows abasic outline, modifiedto
the interests and strengths of the teachers. (By the way, the
teacher’s guide for this course has been printed, and we will
be glad to send a copy to anyone wishing to use it in a local
setting.)

Anne Burghgraef taught the course to six students at
Ryerson Polytechnical Institute and met regularly with
Inter-Varsity student leaders on the campus. John Roney had
an excellent group of about the same size at Erindale College
where his emphasis was on the history of Christianity. Steve
Shaw got his students so involved at the University of
Toronto that they kept meeting for some weeks after the
courses ended! Vaden House was invited to give a six-week
mini-course at McMaster University where he had stu
dents from Campus Crusade, Inter-Varsity and fmm the
work ofChristian Reformed campus chaplain, Aren Geisterfer.
Gary Duim led a group at York University in the study of
Christian political action, where a student from Latin
America developed a particularly keen interest in what he
was doing.

Susan and her husband, Malcolm MacRury had some
rewarding experiences outside of the university class setting.
They spoke at two weekend retreats, one in Montreal for
Inter-Varsity groups at McGill and Concordia Universities,
and one at the University of Western Ontario, organized by
Christian Reformed chaplain Peter Slofstra. Susan and
Malcolm also enjoyed leading an eight-week Sunday School
class on “Christianity and Culture” at St. Andrew’s Presby
terian Church in Islington (Toronto). They also organized
the “Discovery” conference for university students held at
the Institute in February, reported in last month’s Perspective.

This dimension of the Institute’s contribution to Christian
thinking and action is exciting because it is conducted by the
young people who are ICS students and very recent graduates,
and because it reaches the secular heart of the university.

Faculty Lecture Series
Our faculty members speak for general audiences of various
kinds, as opportunity arises. In addition, this past season we
organized three lecture series programs in Ontario. In London
six of our faculty took turns in monthly meetings with 35 to 40

students at the University of Western Ontario, under the
organization of campus chaplain Peter Slofstra. Four faculty

members lectured in London for general audiences of 30 to 35
people, and in each case there were good discussions after the
lectures. In Toronto the series included five speakers. In all
cases the presentations were excellent and there was keen
interest. Except for the university series, attendance was
generally less than what the sponsors had hoped for and what
our experience has been in past years. It seems that the number
of people interested in events of this format is decreasing.

Conference on Fundraising
About 25 leaders of various Christian non-profit organizations
related to the Christian Reformed Church met May 16 - 17 at
Redeemer College to discuss fundraising and aspects of the
relationship of their organizations to each other. The Institute’s
Director of Educational Services, Bob VanderVennen, chaired
the conference.

Highlights of the conference were presentations by Brian
Stiller and William Van Geest on the outlook of potential
donors and on means ofmotivating for giving. The organizations
shared information on their annual budgets and programs for
fundraising. Proposals were accepted for cooperative pub
licity, use ofthe mail for fundraising, and cooperation in seeking
foundation and corporation grants. Workshops offered insights
into more effective use of mailings, use of volunteers and
seeking deferred gifts.

This conference followed a meeting of leaders ofmost of the
same organizations held a year ago at the initiative of the
Institute. Those in attendance have seen the importance of
talking together so that they and their organizations do not be
come alienated fmm each other at a time of increasing competi
tion and fragmentation in society.

A cassette tape of the talks by Stiller and Van Geest can be
obtained from the Institute for $5.00.

New Educational Materials from ICS
Qty Each Cost

— Cassette tape of talk by Brian Stiller and
William Van Geest on “Where People
Are: Motivating for Giving” (from fund-
raising conference) $ 5.00

______

— Paper by Bernard Zyistra on “Nuclear
Arms and World Peace” (from recent
Faculty Lecture) $ 1.00

_____

Paper by Paul Marshall on “John Locke:
Between God and Mammon” $ .75

_____

— Master’s thesis by Johanna Selles Roney
on “The Spirituality of Labour Simone
Weil’s Quest for Transcendence,”
233pages $11.00

_____

“Idols of our Time” by Bob Goudzwaard
(book newly released by Inter-Varsity
Press) $ 6.55

_______

Please add 10% for postage and handling

ORDER FROM
ICS, 229 College Street, Toronto, Ontario M5T 1 R4

Name:

A

(
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Christianity and the Arts — Christianityfor the Whole Person

1 An interview with Calvin Seerveld

by Nancy Pearce

Calvin Seerveld is senior nember in ph i/o—
sophical aesthetics at the Institute for
Christian Studies. Nancy Pearcev, a part-
time student at ICS in 1983 - 84, is also
research editorfor the Bible- Science News
letter, the official publication of the Bible-
Science Association, This interview is re
printed with permission from the Bible-
Science Newsletter, vol. 22, no. 6, June
1984.

Nancy: My first question is to ask you to
define our topic. What is aesthetics?

Seerveld: Aesthetics is the study of the fine( arts, It includes poetry and other literature,
painting, sculpture. architecture, ballet and
dance, music, oratory, drama and theatre.
Cinema and photography are newer forms of
art.

Nancy: In your book. Rainbows for the
Fallen World (pp. 13 - 14), you speak of
creation as God’s revelation. The task of
human scholarship, whether biology, psych
ology or aesthetics, is to interpret that revela
tion. Could you explain?

Seerveld: Creation is God’s handiwork, which
reveals His glory to us as Creator and Lord of
all that exists. Those whose hearts are not
opened by the Holy Spirit look at this wonder
ful creation, and they can’t interpret it. They
don’t “hear” the Heavenly Father saying
through it, “I made all this, praise Me for it.”

A Christian artist is called upon to notice
these glories in the world and to bring them
into focus for others, to train his binoculars on
them, as it were, so that others will say, “Oh, I
never saw that before.” Art can become a way
in which Christians can show others some of
the glories that God has made. Creation is
everywhere telling us about the goodness of
God and of His Lordship. The Christian artist
is called to bring that message into focus for
others.

Nancy: You also speak of art as symbol,
metaphor, parable or allegory. You sum up
these ideas with the term “allusiveness.” An
allusion is an indirect reference to something.
Will you explain what you mean when you say
art is allusive?

Seervelth In the beginning of my book. Rain
bows. I say God could have just told Noah.

I’ll keep covenant with you.” But instead He
put a rainbow in the sky— a colourful symbol, a
metaphor, a visual reminder — which said in a
round-about or indirect way, “I will stand over
you like an arch of protection.”

Christ told parables in the same way. He
could have just said, “Take care of people who
are hurting,” but He told the story of the Good
Samaritan. A story gets at aspects of life which
a straight-forward command doesn’t.

Nancy: You also speak of art as the playful
and fanciful side of life, including imagination,
adventure, fun. How does that fit in?

Seervelth That’s a side of our lives which
Christians often neglect, because we are in
deed serious about sin and obedience. We
think we should be sober-minded to the point
of being longfaced. But the Psalms speak
against that, they ask for joy, singing, dancing,
even in worship services. Our capacity for
enjoying surprises and fun is not a result of the
Fall. but is the way God made us. Even in
one’s work there is to be joy and play.

We must distinguish between what is the
result of the Fall and what is part of creation.
Since the Fall. all is perverted by sin, of
course, but what is creaturely, like being
sexual or thoughtful or social or artistic, are
gifts which the Lord gave us, and which we
must exercise redemptively. If the Lord gave
you a talent to make songs or to draw, it is evil
to deny that, or to reprove it in others. That is
“burying your talent,” as the parable says.

Barriers to Christians in the Arts

Nancy: In the past, Christianity was the
stimulation for much of the great music and art
in Western culture. That is no longer true. Can
you tell us why Christians turned from the
arts?

Seervelth Historically, the arts were idolized
by the Renaissance princes, as well as by the
great geniuses in art such as Michelangelo,
Raphael and L.eonardo da Vinci. Often for
reasons of status, to show off and appear
important, both the Church and the princes
funded artworks on a massive scale: paintings,
sculpture, architecture. Their goal was to

emulate the cultural importance of the Greeks.

Of course, the Catholics also used art often as
a form of idolatry’. Mariolatrv— the distinction
between icon and idol was sometimes fuzzy.

The arts thus had very negative meanings
for many Bible-believing Christians. They had
been used in such flambouyant ways, as
“conspicuous consumption,” to show how
rich people were. At the time of the Reforma
tion, many people said, “We don’t want this
kind of thing in our churches; we want to
worship in spirit and in truth.”

The Reformers, Luther and Calvin, did
give an important place to music, song and
instrumental music, because it was used in the
church in a good way. The Bible is full of
references to music. But they rejected the way
the arts had been used in the Renaissance, and
in the Enlightenment, to glorify man, both the
artist and the connoisseur. In short, art was a
humanistic task. And it still is today: virtually
everyone goes to the cinema, but not everyone
goes to the art museums.

Nancy: A common barrier to Christians in the
arts today is the attitude that art is not as
important as “spiritual” activities, such as
Bible reading and missions. Your response to
that in Rainbows (pp. 200 - 201) is that we
must not pit the “mission of Christian art”
against the mission of Bible translation, for
example, “since it is wrong to neglect any one
calling in the name of another.”

Seervelth One meets this objection often, butT
don’t think it needs to be a difficulty. Consider
devotional activities: most of us realize that
you can’t spend 24 hours a day praying. You
have to eat and sleep sometime, too, and these
are good gifts the Lord gave us. One need not
depreciate being close to the Lord in prayer
and Bible reading to say that your work is also
time with the Lord, an activity performed for
Him. One should not pit one against the other
as “spiritual” versus “worldly.” All of life
should be done spiritually.

It strikes me as a genuinely Christian
insight that God gave us the arts to do
something for Him — not that we all need to
become artists, but that there is a side to our
ordinary lives of which art is a specialization.
It involves the style of our speech, our clothes,
our home decor, even our personal relation
ships. God holds us responsible for being
imaginative and colourful, and not monotone
and dull.

Nancy: In our technocratic society, where
efficiency rules, many feel art is not important

What is Aesthetics?
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because it fulfills no practical function. Chris
tians fall into the same attitude when they
depreciate art unless it fulfills a “spiritual”
function, such as illustrating Sunday School
material or tracts. In Rainbows (pp. 180 -

1 81), you respond that indeed art is secondary
to sheer survival needs, and secondary to our
life in Christ But it is like marriage: a capacity
we have from God and which He invites us to
enjoy.

Seerveld: Yes, I believe that once you take
care of basic survival, culture, in the sense of
imagination and style, are crucial to a truly
human existence, and something which pleases
the Lord. For example, if you are illiterate and
cannot even speak a clear English sentence,
your prayers are still heard, but the Scriptures
imply that the Lord appreciates a developed
prayer life. Solomon’s prayer in I Kings 8 is a
tremendous prayer because his prayer life had
developed since he was a teenager. Christ
Himself spoke with vigor, persuasion and with
imagination.

There is nothing wrong with artistically
done tracts. But it is not correct to see art as
just an illustration or explication of what you
believe. In fact, it is often more powerful to
have a message which speaks between the
lines.

Nancy: That reminds me of what CS. Lewis
said. “What we want is not more little books
about Christianity, but more little books by
Christians on other subjects — with their
Christianity latent . . . It is not the books
written in direct defence of Materialism that
make the modem man a materialist; it is the
materialistic assumptions in all the other
books (God in the Dock, p. 93). He suggests
that books on geology, astronomy, biology
and politics, with a Christian woridview
appearing “between the lines,” as you put it,
are more persuasive than books on Christianity.

You’re suggesting the same is true of works of
aa

Seerveld: That’s right.

Why Should Christians Be In The
Arts?

Nancy: You have spoken of aesthetics as a
capacity which God created in us, and what
God has created is good This implies that your
justification of art hangs on the doctrine of
creation.

Seerveld: I think creation is the central Biblical
doctrine. I don’t mean merely asserting that
“God did it” as opposed to the Big Bang or
evolution, but that everything that exists is by
the Word of God’s mouth All of creation is
there to be responding to the Lord, and that
means trees, animals and the wind, as well as
human beings. This creation is what God will
save, and He is willing to use us humans in
reconciling creation back to Him. Art is one
way to be busy acting redemptively.

This is what distinguishes the Biblical faith
from all other kinds of religions, which are
other-worldly. Christianity is historical, of the

earth, and there will be a new earth some day.
We are not simply passing time here until we
get to where we really belong. The doctrine of
a new earth tells us there will be a continuation
of creatureliness, that creatureliness is good,
just as we know God pronounced the original
creation of the earth as very good. Artistry is
one way among others to exercise being God’s
creature.

Nancy: Art, in your view, is included in
human dominion over creation. As you put it
in Rainbows (p. 177), culture is the human

response to God’s command in Genesis to
cultivate the earth. Would you elaborate.

Seervel± Creation, although finished is open
to development God made things to grow and
develop, He left animals to be named by
Adam, and so on. So the Lord gives us
opportunities to “trade the talents,” to
“double the praise,” as the parable says. We
ruined the garden by our sin in Adam, but in
Christ we are to work to restore the world to
Christ (I Corinthians) to make it honour God.
When Christ comes back, there will be a new
earth, and as I understand it, we will also be
busy cultivating it. The difference is that we
will do it without tears and sorrows.

C

Nancy: That reminds me of your book, where
you say (p. 34) that salvation doesn’t negate
the original creation mandate. It is a common
mistake to think that once we are redeemed,
our concern should be only with “spiritual” -

matters. But you say God redeemed us to be
normal, to do the things He originally created
us to do.

Seerveld: We must bear in mind that all parts
of ourselves pleased God when He created us,
and that we are to offer our whole selves to
God. Our bodies are holy temples of God, and
part of the Good News is the resurrection of
thebody.

Nancy: It seems to me there is also a negative
reasons for being involved in the arts, and that
is, as you say in your book, that if we don’t
claim culture for God, it will be shaped by
non-Christians. There are two results: first, we
ourselves become responsible for the godless,
secular form of much contemporary art and
culture, for we were holed up in Bible studies
instead of out giving direction to our culture (p.
177). And second, we risk being absorbed by
the secular culture because we are too cul
turally naive to be critically aware (p. 34).

I saw an example of that second result at a
Bible school I attended, where they had hung
up a painting of the crucifixion by Dali,
completely unaware that the message Dali
was communicating through it was thoroughly
unchristian.

Seerveld: Yes, I have seen that painting in
many Christian places. And yet it is a deeply
blasphemous painting. Christ has no blood on
Him (He is like a mannequin), denying His
suffering; the cross floats above the ground,
implying an other-worldly, “spiritual” cruci
fixion, the model for Mary at the foot of the

“I think creation is the central Biblical doctrine. I don’t mean
merely asserting that ‘God did it’ as opposed to the Big Bang or
evolution, but that everything that exists is by the Word of God’s
mouth. All of creation is there to be responding to the Lord, and that
means trees, animals and the wind, as well as human beings. This
creation is what God will save. . .



cross was Dali’s mistress — there are many
other things we could say about it. Christian
pop singers too, often pick up what was done
about 20 years ago without being aware of its
tradition, and try to Christianize it. If we are
not critically aware of our culture, we will be
absorbed into it.

Nancy: Recently. Christian leaders such as
Hans Rookmaaker (Modern Art and the
Death of a Culture) and Francis Schaeffer
(The God Who Is There, How Should We
Then Live?), have begun to help us interpret
the messages which come through in works of
art. They’ve opened our eyes to see, for
example, that the concept of chance behind
the universe appears not only in science but in
other parts of culture as well — in Jackson
Pollocks’ painting and in John Cage’s music.
Although it may be very good art— we need not
depreciate that— its inspiration may be from a
thoroughly non-Christian worldview.

Seerveith We need to be careful of that
concept of “inspiration”. The Bible-writers
were inspired, God-breathed,” to write the
truth. When poets say they were “inspired”
I’m afraid that’s usurping a privilege which the
Bible-writers had. That idea of inspiration
appeared among the Greeks and also in the
19th century— that artists were supposed to be
especially inspired, that they had some kind of
illumination and could therefore be prophets
of their age of the truth. I don’t believe that.

Nancy: That’s part of the idolatry of art that
you were speaking of before?

Seerveith Yes. It also involved the concept
that the artist as “genius” did not have to
follow the rules of ordinary mortals, but was
guided by a flash of insight. Thus many secular
artists up through today think art is an excuse
to live an anti-bourgeois, bohemian existence,
in which no moral laws apply to them. I think
that is wrong.

The way I see it is that artists, being
creatures of God, are sharp-sighted and can
perceive special nuances in the world. These
they write about or paint about as they serve

L
the Lord, if they are His children. They are not
specially “inspired” — they are just doing ajob
just like people who wash dishes or fix cars or
manage a business. Artists take materials like
wood and paint and words and make things out
of them, to exercise the gift God gave them and
to highlight what God is doing in the world.

Building a Christian Culture

Nancy: You emphasize in your book that the
goal is long-range, the building of a Christian
culture. Our task i not merely to stand against
what is negative in the non-Christian culture
around us.

Seervel& That’s right. Christians are some
times just critics of what’s been done by
unbelievers, instead of making their own cul
ture. I indeed see the secularity of much
current culture; yet many secular artists through
history, just because they are in God’s world,
have followed certain laws the Lord laid down
for making good art. They did not do it with an
obedient heart, so it is not redeemed art— but
Christians can learn from it.

Nancy: :You emphasize (p. 184) that we are
not a counter-culture in the sense of being
merelya reaction against the secular main
stream. Nor should we think of Christian
culture - or Christian schooling. Christian
political action, Christian scholarship - as an
emergency measure undertaken only when the
secular culture is so bad we want to escape
into “Christian ghettos.” Rather, a truly
Christian culture is what will last to eternity,
enduring beyond the “fire” of God’s final
judgement (I Corinthians 3:5 - 17).

Seerveld: Yes, I prefer to talk about our being
a minority culture, a “remnant” in the land.
Christians need to go beyond saying how bad
things are and become a communion of the
saints to show positively what art is meant to
be. And we must be very modest if we haven’t
been doing art for the last few hundred years,
while the unbelievers have been, we may not
achieve the same quality right off. Nonethe
less, our task is to be faithful, and each
generation of Christians can be further along
in being reformed from the wrong aspects of
humanistic art and toward a redeemed culture.

Nancy: Inyourbook(pp. 63 -66)youwarnus
about “kitsch” — cheap, showy, sentimental
and romanticized trinkets sold as “art”. Chris
tian kitsch includes many of the gift items sold
in Christian book stores, such as plastic
figurines and pictures of Jesus which are
sentimental and romanticized. It includes
“Honk if you love Jesus” bumper stickers,
pencil sharpeners with folded hands, and
erasers with crosses. It includes nostalgic,
sing-spiration hymns filled with cliches and
played with organ tremolo. How can we
upgrade the quality of church and devotional
arts?

Seerveld: I find that most people who like
kitsch are utterly sincere. What they don’t
need is to be hollered at in a snobbish, superior

way. They are acting out of ignorance, not ill
will, because they have had no leadership
given them in the arts. We need to treat them
with great love and tact and to act positively —

to fight what is cheap by supporting what is
better. If you give someone a good quality
painting. something else has to come down off
their wall to make room for it. This is how one
should work on kitsch books, too: try to get
into your church library one book that has
some integrity. There are some excellent
picture books on the life of Jesus, for example,
put out by Augsburg Publishing House.

Nancy: Since we are on the topic of art on the
popular level, let’s talk about our response to
secular popul are culture. I appreciate the point
you make in your book (p. 72) that although
we are not all artists, we are all called to be
aesthetically sensitive — just as we are not all
academicians or scientists, but are all called to
be thinking and informed. Our aesthetic senses
are daily offended by advertising. popular
music, T. V. soap operas and serials, cinema,
trashy novels and pornography. I-low should
we deal with these things?

“We must bear in mind that all parts of our selves pleased God
when He created us, and that we are to offer our whole selves to God.
Our bodies are holy temples to God, and part of the Good News is the
resurrection of the body.”



Seerveld Our popular culture, from sexualized
advertising to pornography, seems to be be
coming worse. One response is not to support
it in any way, which may mean not buying
certain things or not going certain places.
Another response is to help those in political
office make laws which are just and are for the
welfare of all, e.g., not giving bulk mailing
privileges to pornography peddlars.

It is important not to inveigh against the
evils, but to do something positive. For ex
ample, there are young Christian pop artists in
rock and jazz who are very gocxi They have
trouble getting their records out. Buy one! In
other words, support something good. That’s
the only way to crowd out the evil things with
good things.

For Christians to change popular culture,
they have to make popular culture themselves.
In England, for example, there is an annual
rock festival called Greenbelt, which is the
Christian equivalent of Woodstock. It lasts
four days, with Bible study until four o’clock
and then Christian rock music until midnight
Rather than stay away from this kind of thing,
which influences many thousands of young
peole, we need to be there and help to redeem
it— to pick and choose which parts of the rock
culture can be redeemed and which parts need
to be contravened by giving other alternatives.

Nancy: Part ofbeing an aesthetic person, even
if not an artist, is bringing imagination and
style into your everyday activities, simple

things like putting a flower on your desk where
you’re working, to give one of your own
examples (pp.44-45). I also greatly appreciate
your discussion of swearing (pp. 54-55). You
advise telling children that swearing is an
attempt to bolster weak talk and grab attention,
a temptation for those who have poor grammar
and a limited vocabulary and thus no depth or
persuasive power to their language. The anti
dote to swearing is not to quote a Bible verse
and ban certain words, but to teach children the
power of speech because we have a God who
has spoken to us — to teach them grammar,
learn a second language, play word games for a
more colourful vocabulary, and so on.

Your emphasis on an everyday sense of
aesthetics reminds me of Edith Schaeffer’s

book, Hidden Art, which is rich in practical
suggestions for developing a more aesthetic
home and personal life. One general guideline
she gives is to use things in their natural state
whenever possible, close to how God created
it, such as using fabrics or natural materials in
one’s home. Do you have any general guide
lines you would suggest?

Seerveld: I find Edith Schaeffer’s advice to be
good. We try to use natural fabrics and natural
foods — that is, whole foods and bought in
season. We also go out of our way to buy from
places like fruit stands instead of supermarkets,
so there is personal interaction with the people
selling it. If there is one guidelines I would give,
it is to buy one good-quality thing instead of

four or five poor-quality things.

Nancy I would like to end by discussing the
practical advice you give to young artists (pp.
196-201). You urge them 1)to see their art as
something that must be empowered by the
Holy Spirit, like all parts of the Christian life;
2) to conceive of art as work and train for it as
fora trade, rather than leading a bohemian life
style and waiting for “inspiration” to strike;
3) to absorb our varied cultural heritage by
studying the art done by Christians in every
culture throughout history; 4) to integrate with
other Christian artists and with the entire
Christian community — you cannot go it alone;
and 5) to realize you don’t have to create
Christian culture in your own lifetime, but to
persevere with patience.

I appreciate your emphasis on the integra
tion of artists into the whole Christian com
munity. We shouldn’t look for individuals who
are “stars” or virtuosi, for “cultural endeavour
is always a communal enterprise” (p. 37).
Those who are not themselves artists have a
responsibility to support the arts. What does
this support involve?

Seerveld I think we should buy paintings by
Christian artists instead of prints by Picasso.
Christian artists ought to ask for commissions
to paint things for anniversaries, birthdays and
other occasions. I short, we need to re
establish the connections that artists and
patrons used to have. To expect Christian
artists to develop a supportive community by
themselves is unrealistic — we need pastors
willing to support young people gifted in the
arts; we need business people, doctors and
dentists who wifl buy paintings from unknown
young Christian artists to put up in their offices
instead of paying a secular artists with a big
name. It will take love and giving both on the
side of the artists, who may need to train
Christians to appreciate good art even if it’s
modern (most people’s tastes lag behind about
a century), and on the side of the Christian
community.

“The way I see it is that artists, being creatures of God, are sharp
sighted and can perceive special nuances in the world. These they
write about or paint about as they serve the Lord, if they are His
children.”
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Highlights by Robert E. VanderVennen

Albert M. Wolters: Historian of Philosophy

To hear Senior Member Al
Wolters talk, he needs to
have the special skills of a
detective in order to do his
work in the history of phil
osophy. He is always look
ing for hidden clues which
show how intellectual giants
ofpast years have understood
the world. He then uses these
clues to piece together an
overall picture.

For example, Al has just returned from Italy where he
gave a scholarly talk about his discoveries arising from a
close examination of the first draft of the famous translation
from Greek to Latin of the works of Plotinus by Marsilio
Ficino in 1486. Close, Sherlock Holmes-like examination of
ancient texts is a specialty of Wolters. His other kind of
detective work is to find out where the old manuscripts are
kept, which is usually in libraries and archives in Europe. He(made some good finds this time on side trips from Italy. In
Florence he studied a 500-year-old manuscript, and in Paris
he was excited about Seeing Ficino’s personal copy of the
works of Plotinus, with Ficino’s own handwritten notes in the
margin.

What does all this have to do with Christian scholarship,
though? Wolters has specialized in the works of Plotinus
because Plotinus, a Greek philosopher who lived in the third
century A.D., had a strong influence on early Christian
thinking. His study of Plotinus gave Al the material for a talk
he gave in March for the Society of Christian Philosophers
on “The Influence of Plotinus on Christian Thought Was it
Good or Bad?” In the 1400’s Ficino was an outstanding
transmitter of the thought of Plotinus, so attention to how
Ficino interpreted Plotinus is important

Other products of this study include the papers “Poliziano
as Translator of Plotinus, “ submitted for publication in The
Renaissance Quarterly; “The Oracle in Ficino’s Translation
of the Vita Plotini,” to be submitted to another classical
journal; and “Igal’s Translation of Plotinus,” accepted for
publication in Dionysius. Al also read a paper on Ficino’s
translation at the Plymouth Medieval Forum, which has been
published in the Proceedings of the Forum.

This heavy work has its lighter moments. In Italy Al visited
former ICS student Dr. Massimo Rubboli — and while he was
there Rubboli received a phone call from Sweden from former
ICS student Dr. Per-Ake Myrin. On the same trip Al visited

• former ICS student John Richter and ICS Curator Dr. John
Van Dyk, both in Tubingen, Germany. Al has had active
correspondence with Plotinus and Ficino scholars in Germany,
Italy, Spain, Holland and England, as well as in the U.S. and
Canada. Among them are Dr. Paul Oskar Kristeller (recently

featured in Time magazine), who visited and lectured at ICS
last winter, Al had breakfast with Kristeller and his wife in
Italy. Al also has good professional contacts with several
scholars in his field at the University of Toronto.

There are two strands in Al Wolters’ scholarly work. One
is his study of Plotinus, which is part of the larger area of
Neoplatonism and its impact on Christian thought The other
is Neokantianism and the background to contemporary Chris
tian reformational philosophy. Al focussed on this second
strand during a yea? s sabbatical study at the Free University
of Amsterdam (financed by a Dutch government grant) in
1981 - 82. He studied the 19th century roots, both theological
and philosophical, of the work of Vollenhoven, Dooyeweerd
and their colleagues. Al’s writings in this area will likely be
published in the next year or two.

This second academic strand relates most closely to Al’s
teaching at ICS and his direct service to the Christian
community. Al has especially worked at issues of Christian

worldview, and the relation of
worldview to philosophy. A
catalyst for this interest was
the invitation to teach sum
mer courses in Pennsylvania
in the staff training program
of the Coalition for Christian
Outreach. (The summer course
Al teaches is now part of a
seminary master’s degree pro
gram available to Coalition
staff members.) This teaching
contributed to the publication
of a Christian worldview book
by Coalition staff members
for which Al has written a
Foreword. He has also written
his own worldview book to
published by Eerdmans in late

1984. Al has often spoken for public groups on this general
subject, and has given both an intensive summer course and
an evening winter course on worldview at the Institute in past
year.

This woridview interest ties in with his annual teaching of
the Institute’s basic course, required of all entering students, on
“Philosophical Foundations.” This is an exciting course both
for Al and for the students because it brings together advanced
students from many different academic and Christian back
grounds. They first spend two intensive weeks with classes
every day. This serves as the gateway through which new
students enter ICS study. The course worksat the boundary
between philosophy and worldview, drawing together Chris
tian faith and scholarship in a systematic way.

Early in his teaching career at the ICS, Al recognized that
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he alone would not be able to cover uniformly the whole sweep
of the history of philosophy. Instead he has given a full-year
course each year on a key philosopher and his intellectual era.
This ranges among such philosophers as Aristotle, Plotinus
and Kant Students taking these courses are either philosophy
majors or students taking a history of philosophy course to
round out their study of another area. Occasionally University
of Toronto students also take these courses.

A student who has completed the master’s degree with Al is
Dr. William Rowe, who in September will begin teaching
philosophy at The Kings College, Edmonton. Another is
Robert Rogers, currently studying for his Ph.D. under Al’s
direction.

Al’s recent scholarly work in the area of contemporary
Christian philosophy includes chapters for two forthcoming
books. One is an IC S-generated book for which his chapter
title is “Dooyeweerd’s Intellectual Development and Milieu.”
The other is an evaluation of the thinking of liberation
theologian Gustavo Gutierrez, to be published in a book
produced at the Free University of Amsterdam.

The list ofAl’s activities goes on and on. He is in demand as
a public speaker, usually speaking in the area of Christian
worldview. He was a recent speaker at the Jubilee conference
of the Coalition for Christian Outreach, and at the Discovery
conference for university students sponsored by the Institute.
He frequently serves on master’s degree examining committees
at the Institute. This past year he also supervised an indepen
dent study course for Tim Vickery, a student at the University
of Waterloo. He is founder and Editor of the Institute’s
quarterly academic newsletter Anakainosis. He has met
regularly with University of Toronto students in a group
formed by unviersity chaplain Dick Pierik. Al has been active
in ICS administration as a member of the academic and
administrative councils and as a faculty representative to the
governing boards. He has been a board member at Redeemer
College for a number of years. He preaches regularly and is an
elder in his church. He is a member of the Christian Reformed
committee to re-translate the Canons of Dort from Latin to
English. For recreation he has taught himself to read the
Swedish language, a spill-over from the study of Danish of
Kierkegaard.

Al has now decided to change academic fields, moving to
the area of biblical studies. This has been a long-standing
interest, going back to his days as a college student. He brings
to this new field some strong assets — a gift for language study,
patience and interest in detailed textual study, and a drive to get
as close as possible to the meaning of the Bible. He has already
tested himself in this field by writing two articles in biblical
studies which have been accepted by high quality journals.

We will miss the excellent work Al has been doing at ICS
for the past ten years. We are glad that he is moving only fifty
miles away and that he wants to maintain close ties with the
Institute. We greatly regret that his independent scholarly
work will end for awhile, at least for three or four years, by his
estimate. His undergraduate teaching load at Redeemer College,
together with his desire to study for an advanced degree in
biblical studies, will not leave time for his own scholarship. But
we wish him God’s richest blessings and thank him for his
splendid contributions to the work of the Institute.

Robert E. VanderVennen is Director ofEducational
Services at ICS.

Guest Lecturers
by Rick Pearcey and Kathy Vanderkloet

On April 16 the ICS community was fortunate to have the C
chance to listen to two guest lectures by scholars of interna
tional repute. Dr. Peter Nijkamp, professor of regional
economics at the Free University of Amsterdam, The
Netherlands, spoke in the morning on “The Philosophy of
the City.” In the afternoon, Dr. Johan van der Vyver,
professor of law at the University of Witwatersrand in
Johannesburg, South Africa, presented a comparison of
three “Modern Theories of Human Rights: Gustav Radbruch
(Humanist), Jacques Maritain (Roman Catholic) and
Hendrik Stoker (Calvinist).” Both Nijkamp and van der
Vyver were in North America to present lectures at other
major universities — Nijkamp at Pittsburgh and van der Vyver
at Harvard.

The Philosophy of the City

Nijkamp began with a lengthy review of the history of the
city, tracing its development and noting that the city as we
know it is a relatively recent phenomenon, rooted in the
nineteenth-century Industrial Revolution. He showed how
from biblical times on the city has been viewed both
positively and negatively. On the one hand it is closely tied to
sin: Cain built a city out of
fear; Babylon symbolizes evil;
Sodom, Gomorrah and Nine
veh were destroyed because of
the sins committed in them.
On the other hand, the city in
the Bible has a”normal” place:
it is a place of refuge and
safety; the psalms repeatedly
refer to the “city of Judah”
and the “city of God”; Abra
ham looked for a city whose
founder and builder is God,
and the vision of John in
Revelation 21 is of the new
Jerusalem.

Nijkamp avoided giving a blueprint for a “model” city,
but he did list several criteria for shaping urban conditions.
Cities must not alienate people or limit them in their freedom
and responsibility; rather, they must leave people with enough
room to act as the “crown of creation,” working out the
cultural mandate. The urban market should be oriented to
responsible stewardship, not exploitation. The quality of
residences should protect and enhance family and social life.
And there should be a small-scale community orientation
within the larger cities.

Modern Theories of Human Rights

Van der Vyver’ s comparison of the theories of human rights
of Gustav Radbruch, Jacques Maritain and Hendrik Stoker
centered around relativism, which he considers to be the (main characteristic of modern legal thought Radbruch,
writing after World War II, is the most openly relativistic: the
natural, social and juridical circumstances of a given time
and place determine the relative importance of what Rad
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by Aileen Van Ginkel

“Sneak Preview”
Elsewhere in Perspective, Bob VanderVennen reports on the
Fundraising Conference which he chaired and helped organize.
Tapes of the main lectures by Brian Stiller and Wifflam Van
Geest are available from ICS, but I thought rd try to whet your
appetite a bit.

Brian Stiller is Executive Director of Evangelical Fellow
ship in Canada, and is acquainted with a wide range of
Christians in Canada. Everyone has the desire to give, he said in
his speech, but that desire is especially freed up in Christians.
Organizations, suggested Brian, can get a clue as to whether or
not they’re successful from their fmancial stability or instability.
Support comes to an organization when it meets the needs ofthe
“generation” its wants to serve.

Bill Van Geest, a political analyst and member of ICS,
spoke to us about changes within the Reformed community that
have implications for the organizations related to it. The

Guest Lecturers continued
)bruch considers to be the three primary legal values, namely,
justice, efficacy and certainty.

Maritain lapses into rela
tivism even though his system
is built on the premise of an
absolute unchanging natural
law. For Maritain maintains
that natural law, though ab
solute, is realized on through
our knowledge of it Natural
law and the human rights
which are built upon it are
thus made dependent on and
are relative to the level of
mankind’s knowledge of the
ideal order.

Van der Vyver pointed to the South African philosopher
Hendrik Stoker to counter the view of some that Calvinism
has nothing to say regarding human rights. Indeed, van der
Vyver sees the doctrine of sphere sovereignty as fundamen
tally a human rights area. Two points in Stoker are intriguing:
1) that each person has a right to fulfill his calling before the
Lord, and 2) that all rights are coupled with obligations. By
relating rights to divine calling, a calling which is not relative,
Stoker is partly able to avoid the trap of relativism.

Both lectures were concluded with a discussion which

(gave ample opportunity for ICS senior andjunior members to
) ask specific questions and to press the speakers on various
points.

Rick Pearcey is ajunior member in philosophical theology
at ICS; Kathy Vanderkloet is administrative assistant at
‘Cs.

Reformed community, he said, is affected with the rest of
North American society by a sense ofdecline and insecurity. Econ
omic, political and social expectations for the future are more
limited than they were in the first three decades after the Second
World War.

Expectations placed on Christian organizations are also
more limited, said Bill. There is less confidence in what they can
accomplish and more emphasis on “practical” results. This
makes it difficult for “movements,” like the reformational
movement which depends on a wide-ranging vision for life, to
get new support.

Sneak previews never tell the whole story, but I wanted to
share with you what hit closest home for me. Both Brian and Bill
raised questions which all of us who support the work of ICS
need to answer. Are we serving the needs of the present
generation? Can we gain new support for the reformational
world-and-life view, even in tough conditions?

Those who attended the Fundraising Conference came
away with more than hard questions. Bill Van Geest also
presented a challenge to all of us to avoid both introversion and
defeatism, and find instead new confidence in a Reformed
response to society that includes Christians from other
communities.

It’s been my impression as I’ve travelled for ICS in Alberta
and Ontario that keeping up enthusiasm for the various
organizations is difficult But— with the guidance and blessings
of the Holy Spirit — that enthusiasm and confidence must be
regained if the vision which underlies most of the organizations
represented at the conference is to be kept alive.

Have I given you some food for thought? I hope so — we all
need to put our heads together to see how we can best serve
God’s Kingdom in the coming years.

In the meantime, we can rejoice in the knowledge that ICS
has been busy promoting a way of looking at the world and at
life which is a powerful antidote to the insecurity that comes
with too much dependence on human ability. Acknowledging
that Christ is King and Lord ofall oflife frees us to take hold of a
far greater power than our own. And that’s where we can begin
to find the confidence and hope we need to stand securely in the
midst of a shaky world.

Last Call for Conferences
There is still time (but only just!) to register for the
ICS family conferences being held on the holiday
weekends in August and September.

August 3 - 6:
Bulkley Valley, B.C. Theme: Music and Liturgy,
with Emily Brink. Contact Ed Adema, Box 2282,
Smithers, B.C. VOJ 2N0.
Niagara, Ontario Theme: Joy in Living, with Gordon
Spykman. Contact ICS Head Office.

August 31 - September 3:
Gull Lake, Alberta Theme: Music and Liturgy, with
Emily Brink. Contact Francis Ruiter, 22 Westridge
Road, Edmonton, Alta. T5T 1B2.
Cultus Lake, B.C. Theme: Christian Imagination,
with Loren Willdnson. Contact ICS Western Office.
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You will notice from the following news items that several ofour
senior members recently attended the meetings ofthe “Learned
Societies.” But what are these “Learned Societies”?

There are numerous societies, associations and organiza
tions in the university world, organized around specific topics or
within certain fields, to which most academics belong. The
members of these societies usually meet once a year to present
papers in their special areas of interest and to do any other
business that is required at annual membership meetings. These
societies are independent ofeach other, but they have a tradition
of coordinating their annual meetings with each other, schedul
ing them back-to-back and in the same place. That way the
members can also plan to listen to papers given at societies other
than their own which interest them. This year’s meetings of
these “Learned Societies” were held at the University of
Guelph during the month of June.

Senior Member Hendrik Hart took time out of his
sabbatical research and writing to present a paper to the
Canadian Philosophical Association, one of the Learned
Societies. He received positive criticism from his audience on
the ideas presented.

Although they did not give any papers there, Senior
Members Paul Marshall and C. T. Mclntire both attended the
Learned Societies meetings in Guelph Marshall attended the
Canadian Political Science Association meeting, and Mclntire
the meetings of the History societies and the Religion societies.
As well, an interview with Marshall has been published in
Seeds magazine (a Winnipeg-based magazine) in the June
1984 issue.

Senior Member Jim Olthuis attended the meetings of two
ofthe Learned Societies, the Canadian Theological Society and
the Canadian Society for the Study of Religion, held May 28 -

31. He organized a panel discussion of faith development and
presented a paper for that panel on” Stages of Faith and Stages
of Self An Inquiry into the Concept ofFaith in James Fowler’s
Theory of Faith Development”

Junior Member Nancy Pearcey is presently editing a book
by a high-ranking American physicist, written for the general
public and describing a novel discovery relating to radioactivity.
Her husband Rick, also ajunior member at ICS, spoke twice at
Toronto’s Kipling Avenue Baptist Church: on April 29 he
spoke on”Faith, Faith and Faith,” and on May27 on”Words of
Truth and Rationality.”

Senior Member Calvin Seerveld continues his activity on
the Canadian Aesthetics Committee which is organizing the
Tenth International Congress on Aesthetics, to be held in
Montreal, August 14 - 19. In connection with the upcoming
Congress, a book is being published which contains an assess
ment of the state of aesthetics and the arts in Canada It is co
edited by Cede Cloutier-Wojciechowska (University of
Toronto) for francophone Canada and by Seerveld for anglo-
phone Canada. Opuscula Aesthetica Nostra is expected to be
published on August 15. Former junior members of the ICS
have also had papers accepted to be read at the Congress:
Lambert Zuidervaart (ofThe King’s College, Edmonton) and
Gudrun Kuschke (of Potchefstmom University, South Africa).

Scholars from all over the world, including Russia, China,
Argentina, Australia, Africa and Europe, are expected to
attend the Congress.

Seerveld was invited to lead a day-long conference in
Detroit on April 28. The conference was sponsored by Trinity
House, a ministry in theatre and the arts supported by the
Trinity Baptist Church of Detroit. Seerveld met with various
local artists, painters and potters, who showed their work and
discussed problems of doing art in the Christian community
together. He gave four lectures dealing with the need and place
and task of art in God’s world and made several critical studies
of paintings in the history of art to shc,w how one goes about
discerning the spirit and committed perspective that artworks
harbour. Seerveld was also interviewed by Motiv magazine
and other art groups.

Senior Member Al Wolters was enabled, by a special
donation of an ICS member, to attend an international
conference on Ficino held in Italy, where he gave a paper on
“The First Draft ofFicino’s Translation ofPlotinus.” While in
Europe (May 5 - 22) he also visited libraries in the Hague,
Tubingen, Florence and Paris, and met many old and new
friends. A high point during his stay in Italy, apart from giving
the paper on Ficiño (which was well received) in Naples, was
the opportunity to preach at the Brethren Assembly in
Florence, the home congregation of former ICS student
Massimo Rubboli. (

On June 2 Wolters gave a paper at a session of the
Canadian Society for Renaissance Studies (one of the Learned
Societies). His paper had the exciting title, “The manuscript
Conventi Soppressi E.I.2562 of the Biblioteca Nazionale in
Florence,” and dealt mainly with the history of this codex, a
Latin translation of Plotinus by Ficino. On June 7 he gave a
paper entitled “Christianity and the Classics: a typology of
attitudes” at the conference on Christianity and the Classics
held at ICS. In recent months several of his articles havbeen
accepted for publication by the periodicals Dionysius, the
Journal ofBiblicalLiterature and Calvin TheologicalJournal.

Keeping up with ICS Staff and Students I
ri

Library Notes
There are a few gaps in some ofourjournal collections
which we would like to ff1, if possible. If any of our
readers have issues of the following journals which
they would be willing to donate to our library, we
would be happy to hear from you. We are missing
various issues oi Bezinning, Geloofen Wetenschap,
Sola Fide and the Calvinistische Studenten Bladen.

Write to us if you can help us, and we’ll let you
know precisely which volumes and issues we need to
complete our collections. Thanks!

/
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Alumni Action
Bill Rowe was recently appointed as assistant professor of
philosophy at The King’s College in Edmonton, Alberta. He
joins ICS alumnus Lambert Zuidervaart, who teaches aesthe
tics there; together they will make up the philosophy department.

Bill studied history of
philosophy at ICS under Al
Wolters from 1975 to 1979.
Since leaving ICS his activ
ities have included working
for Christian Educational
Services in Pittsburgh, teach
ing at Duquesne University,
also in Pittsburgh, several
months in Germany doing re
search for his dissertation,
and working as a carpenter
and painter.

Don Sinnema will be spending the next half year at Dordt
College in Sioux Center, Iowa, where he has received a one
semester interim appointment to teach Greek and introductory
theology. This follows a year ofpart-time teaching at Redeemer
College in Hamilton, Ontario. He is also in the fmal stages of
writing his Ph.D. dissertation at St. Michael’s College of the
University of Toronto.

Last summer Don was appointed to the committee of the
Christian Reformed Church
which is working on a new
translation of the Canons of
Dort He and ICS Senior
Member Al Wolters, who is
also a member of this com
mittee, are preparing the first
draft of the translation. Don is
well qualified for this, as his
dissertation is about the doc
trine of reprobation and the
role it played at the Synod of
Dort.

ICS Loan Program
Over the years, the ICS has received financial support

through member loans, given at lower interest rates than those
available from lending institutions. We’re hoping to receive
interest in this form of support by offering promissory notes of
two kinds. The most common is for demand loans, for which the
interest is calculated quarterly, according to the rates set by
the Royal Bank of Canada for its daily interest savings
accounts.We also offer notes for 3-year loans with interest
calculated annually at 9% and 5-year loans with interest
calculated annually at 11%.

Please consider giving us your financial support in the form
of a low-interest loan.

Loan Form
E Enclosed is $___________ for the ICS Loan Program. I

understand that you will send me a promissory note con
firming the terms of my loan as one of the following

E demandloan L] 3-yearloanat9% U 5-yearloanatll%
Ei Please send me further information about the ICS Loan

Program

Name:

Address:

ICS Remittance Form
The ICS is an association ofover2,000 members

from 24 countries worldwide. Our purpose is to
promote Scripturally directed learning and biblical
reformation of scholarship. Our main project is the
Institute for Christian Studies, a graduate school for
research and teaching.

Members and other friends can financially sup
port ICS by making a donation to the following
organizations:

Membership is open to all who agree with the
purpose and religious position of the ICS.

AACS Foundation
3201 Burton Street, S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

Financial support is most welcome and needed,
since most of our money must come from donations.
Donations in support of our work are tax deductible
for residents of Canada, U. SA. and the Netherlands
when sent to the organizations listed below. Per
spective is sent free of charge to all members and
donors. Non-donors are asked to pay a subscription
fee of $10 per year. Perspective is mailed to
interested persons in a total of 44 countries.

Please send more information

Enclosed is a donation

Netherlands
Calvinistic World Association
Potgieterweg 46
1851 CJ Heiloo
(gironummer 17 75 496)
(Specify for ICS)

,Enclosed is a subscription fee

D I would like to become a member. Please send
me an application.

Name

Canada and other countries
‘CS
229 College Street
Toronto, Ontario M5T 1 R4

Address

Postal Code
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Recent Graduates

newsletter (USPS 335-530) is published bi-monthly by the
Institute for Christian Studies, 229 College Street, Toronto,
Ontario, Canada M5T 1R4. Telephone: (416) 979-2331.

ISSA 0384-8922. All other copies mailed under authorized
Second Class Reg. No. 2091, Toronto, Canada. Send all
address changes and other inquiries directly to ICS, 229
College Street, Toronto. Ontario, Canada MST lR4.

Two more ICS junior members have successfully completed all
the requirements for the degree Master ofPhilosophical Founda
tions, bringing to seven the total number of graduates during this
past academic year, and to 29 the total number of graduates.

On Thursday, May 24, Bruce Clemenger defended his
thesis dealing with the philosophical underpinnings of the
economic theory of Ludwig von Mises. His outside examiner,
Prof. Bob Goudzwaard of the Netherlands, was not present,
though he sent in his comments in advance. In his absence ICS
Senior Members Paul Marshall, C.T. Mclntire and Bernard
Zylstra formed the examining committee, with Al Wolters
acting as chairman. Zylsira was Bruce’s mentor.

no senior member in the area of economics, Bruce concentrated
more on von Mises’ theories of knowledge than on his actual
economic theories.

Steve Prediger flew in from sunny California to defend his
thesis on June 8. He was not able to take his outside examiner,
Prof. Jack Rogers from Fuller Theological Seminary in Califor
nia, with him, so his examining committee consisted of ICS
Senior Members C.T. Mclntire, Jim Olthuis (mentor) and
George Vandervelde.

In his thesis Steve compared the writings of two theolo
gians, Dietrich Bonhoeffer and C.G. Berkouwer, and showed
how a common faith confession can lead to differing emphases
through the use of divergent models of man. His thesis raised
some intriguing questions about the use of such models in
interpreting the writings of others: how valuable are these
models? what about the danger of reading a model into a
thinker, rather than out ofhis works? how does one deal with
ambiguity?

Congratulations to Bruce and Steve on their fme work!

(

C. T Mclntire, Geoige Vandervelde Steve Prediger and Jim
Olthuis.

Seated (L - R): Bernard Zylstra Bruce Clemenger, Paul
Marshall Standing: C. T Mclntire, Al Wolters.

Von Mises, an Austrian who spent many years in the United
States as well, was famous as a conservative free-market
economist. Bruce attempted to show how von Mises’ assump
tions about human nature and the nature of science conditioned
his economics and his view of a good society. Because ICS has
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