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Joy and laughter for people of God minding Advent

by Calvin Seerveld

Old Testament Scripture can make the advent of
Christ’s second coming, which we await today,
speak with a special poignance because Old

Testament Bible proclaims the coming Rule of
final liberation in the same breath with an
announcement of Christ’s first coming, which
we know is fact.

There is hardly a passage of the Bible more
pregnant with comfort, certainty, joy and
laughter than Isaiah 61 for people of God mind
ing advent.

You hear the prophet like an evangelist announce:
a new age has begun! The meek are starting to
inherit the earth! Even unbelievers will soon
be doing the dirty work for you children of God
as you build up the earth that belongs to you
but has been devastated for centuries--a veri
table no-man’s land.

God himself is quoted here (vv. 8-9) saying:
“I love setting things straight, and I hate
seeing what robs me and my people of the holy
glory and festivity my covenant proclaims as
sure. It may take me a generation or so, my
people, to have your building flourish, but go
ahead, be as happy as newlyweds--the kids com
ing will harvest the fruit!”

(
Isaiah 61 (which refers to Zechariah 9) was

meant to be heard first of all by those foolhardy, believing Jews who had left Baby

lonian and Assyrian captivity and had gone back to the rubble of Jerusalem, put in the

foundations of the temple, and then gotten tired of the building program, the mortgage

rates, the local opposition, and always putting “God’s house” first ahead of their
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Detail of an angel sculpted by Ernst
Barlach, 1928. Much of his work was
destroyed by the Nazis. The angel
grieves that Christ had to undergo
the humiliation of the incarnation to
save the people of God.



own little nest egg. Isaiah 61 comes to
that first generation of builders 25 years

later, let’s say, when the temple is fin
ished off finally- -but now you need a
whole new Jerusalem!--and they feel played
out, weeping at how pitifully precarious
and slow and troublesome all the efforts
seem to be.

“The year of Jubilee has come! Shed your
funeral clothes and deck your heads with
boughs of jewels!” comes the Word of the
Lord. “What you are building new shall
last, I promise,” says God, “even if you
don’t live to see it, you old oak trees
of right-doing! I love coming through for
those who are persecuted for the sake of
doing things my holy way: the wealth of
the nations will be yours for free!”

To hear something like that as a tired be
liever in the city of God around 510 BC,
bona fide from the LORD of heaven and
earth, would indeed take your breath away
and set your feet dancing for joy, if you
could believe it.

When Christ read Isaiah 61 to God’s people

in Nazareth and said, “My birth and minis

try has fulfilled this Scripture; what are

you Nazarenes waiting for?” they tried to
kill him, because they didn’t believe it

and were too well off to accept the ri

gours of the blessings implied in the pro—

The Spirit of the LORD, my God, is upon me
because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to

those who are truly meek;
he has sent me out to dress the wound of those whose heart

has been pierced.
[The LORD has anointed me with his spirit] to proclaim to

those who have been held captive, “You are free now”
—there’s a way out for those who are tied up, stymied!

[The LORD has authorized me to trumpet,]
“This is a jubilee year of grace for our LORD!” or
“The day of terrible judgement of our God has come!”

so that all those who have been aggrieving shall be comforted.
[The LORD has appointed me] to reach out to those in the city

of God who have been wronged and hurt,
to replace the ashes [on their heads] with a tiara,
to unwrap the mourning they have cloaked themselves in

and to rub on the fragrant perfume of celebration,
to change the spirit of caved-in discouragement into a

psalm of laughing hallelujah,
and to shout to them:

“You old oak trees of right-doing!”
“0, you wonderful, planted glory of the LORD!”

Then the disheartened people of God shall begin building up
what was ruined long ago.

They shall start establishing for a change what was deserted
and left to disintegrate for centuries and centuries;

they shall make the cities which are a mess into new ones,
build new what have been ruins for hundreds of generations!

People who are strangers [to God] will come and stand there to
take care of your sheep herds;

a second generation of those whom God doesn’t know will
serve you as hired servants on your farms and vineyards.

That’s right, you will be “priests of the LORD”—rhat’s what
they’ll call you;

“diaconal priests of our God”—that’ll be their name for you.
“Instead of being humiliated by their jibes—”That’s their lot!

[to be fools],’’

mises made by the Scriptures to those who would use their liberation for building. Those

who heard Christ read Isaiah 61 that day were faced with the fact that they were not in

mourning, were not building anything particularly new, they had no sense of being reieased

captives; there was no good news for them,only judgment. That made them mad instead of

meek.

We face a choice, too, since the words of Isaiah 61 hold today even more surely and in

tensely than in the time of classical Greek civilization and in the time of the Roman

caesars. Christ’s historical fulfillment of Isaiah 61 does not outdate the Old Testament

Scripture but makes our disobedience all the more culpable, inexcusable, and pathetic.

If we have the Holy Spirit, the Comforter Christ set loose on earth, so to speak, after

his historical ascension, we should not only be living out

of Isaiah 61 ourselves, but be bringing it to others (cf.
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If that puts us in the covenanted line of rebuilding Jeru

salem in history and ties us at 229 College into the birth

of Jesus Christ at Bethlehem and the world-wide Apocalypse

coming, that’s not so strange nor presumptuous. That’s

hearing the Bible] What counts is whether we as a body and

as persons can claim to have been grieving for Chrtst’s

sake and to have been freed from our bondage and hang-ups

so as to work on the Lord’s road gang, or must we confess

that our organized Christian study activity is a front for

our own projects and plundering for perks?
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you shall step into their spots of glory—double the amount of
your trouble!

Remember [the prophecy from Zechariah 9:11-17]?
“God’s folk will inherit a double portion [of everything] in( their land;
they will be given celebrating joy for ever and ever and

ever!”

Do you know why?
I the LORD God love setting things straight:
I hate what is sanctimoniously plundered.

With utterly certain surety I shall give the evil doers what they
deserve,

and I will prepare for those who have been shamed a
covenanted bond that shall never be broken:

their succeeding generations shall be known firsthand among
the nations of the world at large;

their junior members shall be recognized in the middle of all
peoples

—all who come to see them shall percieve that yes, these are a
generation whom the LORD has blessed!

I’m going to laugh and be glad in the LORD!
My heart is simply happily beside itself in my God!
Yes, just as a bridegroom has a crown put on
and the bride wears her sparkle of jewels,
so the LORD is dressing me in clothes of happy, healing

freedom!
He is wrapping around me a robe of doing-what-is-right, full

of integrity!
I mean it! As the earth grows a new crop of grass
and a garden germinates its seed-bearing plants,
just so the LORD, my God, shall generate [our] coming-

through-in-right-doing,
and is giving birth to a laughing hallelujah of praise
smack in front of the face of all the nations of the world!

—Isaiah 61

wealth of nations pays our bills, and he shall
pull our plows.

The answer to that crux reveals the mean
ing of Christ’s birth on earth and the end
of this age: judgment, merciful judgment
for the time being; on those in whom God
is displeased, and wild, deep-going com
fort for those who catch the ball Isaiah
is throwing.

It’s easy to be oppressed for your own
sake. Most of us can do it without even
trying--taking offense at some slight. We
also know how to bewail the sins of the
world and be glum like the Pharisees be
cause of our own homemade troubles. But
Isaiah 61 undercuts such self-serving
piety. Isaiah 61 asks us whether we have
forgotten how to fast and pray, Jesus said,
with a merry face (Matthew 6:16-18, cf.
Mark 9:14-29), so as to be so selflessly,
trustingly pliable that the Holy Spirit
can use you to heal wounds, build up what
has never lasted before, to make the lone
ly and confused laugh with hope, even
exorcise the devil of established power!

This Scripture is so overpowering it’d be
a shame for us to miss it as we falter in
paying our bills during the advent.. .of
Christ’s return. God says if we are truly
his diaconate, building up a body of schol
arship that is integrally righteous, sin
gle-minded, both naive to evil and wise in
finding the way to go (cf. Matthew 10:16),
then the LORD shall see to it that the

get the most brilliant secular thinkers to

I had to smile when I realized that instead of throwing a bottle of real black ink at a
text of Winckelmann or the magnanimous Sir Joshua Reynolds, at the fiery Marx or old-time
humanist Dewey, as I sometimes am inclined to do because their seductive learning continues
to kill thousands of God’s little children with the poison of conservatism or positivist-
pragmatism and still runs the North American educational world and perverts world politics:
instead, I may envision them, along with Locke, Kant and Schiller, Hegel, Bergson, and a
host of others, as my work-horses] Their crooked knowledge (to which our Christian lack
of obedient thinking over the years has contributed) eases our scholarly task by crystal
izing what is up for grabs, and what a curse both ignorance and vanity are.

Not long ago I was asked, “Will the Institute outlast you Senior Members?” and I wasn’t
certain whether the questioner meant outlast how many years we have left to live or sur
vive the effect of our sins.

Today the happy answer is: if we older ones can humble our stubboin hearts and put all our
individual offerings on the same altar, if the support staff can gird up their loins in
doing right by one another, if we can fervently pray, for example, that the Citizens for
Public Justice may win justice before the Supreme Court of Ontario for the very York Uni
versity professors we may need to wrestle with in academia, if we can tell any sceptics( that we are indeed altogether hearing and doing and exporting the good news of Isaiah 61,
then the miracles we need as an institution will happen, and the godsend you junior mem
bers are, who are faithful to the calling of building a fabric of meek theory, holy
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economy, a life of hallelujah before the Lord, will be a blessing on earth far beyond what
this generation can see--that is a sure promise in our Isaiah passage.

I’d like to believe the LORD is giving birth to us right in the face of the Davis govern
ment, and that the year of Jubilee is coming for our mortgage. I know we’ll need to act
repentantly and suffer much more before we can sing songs together like the ones the
Polish workers were crying in the streets and now must sing under their breath; but I
feel sorry for those who will cause us the pain to learn those songs. We will need to
convert our self-consciousness of being prophetic into joyful work with integrity that has
a singular patience and determined love for one another and our neighbour. But nothing
can stop us or separate us from the love of God if we are being clothed in the right-doing
of responding to Isaiah’s call to live in the advent of Christ’s coming, learning what it
means to be the meek who are inheriting the earth.

Father in heaven,

We ask that You turn any who are discouraged here
into creatures of sure expectation who know release! and
that You will refresh us all with a sense of advent reality and joy
that will confound disbelievers.
We pray that your Son come soon again to finish off saving the nations
and that your Spirit will set us dancing on into the next generation
telling the gracious Rule of Christ, born of Mary, to all those who are oppressed.

Hear our prayer for Jesus’ sake,
Amen.

--from a chapel service held at the Institute

Calvin Seerveld is Senior Member in aesthetics at ICS.

(
Rookmaaker works enhance ICS library holdings
by Adrienne Dengerink

A big, heavy suitcase arrived at the ICS in May of
this year, containing an almost complete file of the
works by Dr. Hans Rookmaaker, former professor in
art history at the Free University of Amsterdam and
well-known teaëher at L’Abri in Holland. These
words are written on the cover of his biography,
written by Linette Martin: “Hans Rookmaaker was an
enigma to many people. He was a devout Christian—-
reformed in theology, intense in his study of Scrip
ture. Yet he was also a man of high culture—-an
art historian, an encourager of Christian artists,
a lover of jazz. When he died suddenly in 1977 at
age fifty-five, he was mourned by both artists and
theologians.”

This collection was assembled by Wendy Morrison
Sereda, a former student of Rookmaaker who, after
his death, continued her studies at ICS with Calvin(
Seerveld. Now living in California, she wanted this
unique collection to be made available to a wider
public. The collection is the result of several

Rool<rnaaker’s writings will
greatly benefit students
and teachers of Christian
woridview courses
4



years of searching through old magazines and newspapers, a search greatly
helped through the biographical work done in Amsterdam by Roger Henderson,
also a former student of Rookmaaker.

The collection consists of an alphabetically catalogued set of about 200
articles by or reviews about Rookmaaker, published in Dutch Christian maga
zines like Opbouw, Correspondentiebladen voor de Vereniging voor Calvinis
tische Wijsbegeerte (now called Beweging), Nederlandse Gedachten, Sola
Fide, Signaal and others. Although many of the articles are in Dutch, a
great many are in English. There are also six books by Rookmaaker in the
collection.

In addition to the written material, Wendy included about 25 tapes of lec
tures by Rookmaaker, held mainly at Dutch L’Abri in Eck en Wiel, where he
lived until his death.

The topics on the tapes and in the articles range from subjects such as
“Christianity and culture” or “art and reality” to “jazz and blues.” Also
more specific art—historical articles are included such as those on DiIrer
and seventeenth-century Dutch painting. Subjects like “evangelization”
and “the place of the church” are treated. Even included is a report of
his visit to Mahalia Jackson, which he made in the early ‘60s with Calvin
Seerveld, at that time professor at Trinity Christian College.

All this shows the wide-ranging interests Rookmaaker displayed throughout
his whole life, which may partly explain why the number of his popular
articles largely exceeded his more academic ones.

The file could not have arrived at a better time, since this year for the
first time two of the ten campus outreach courses (offered at local secular
universities in the Hearing and Doing program) are especially aimed at art

‘ students. Undoubtedly these courses as well as other studies done at the
ICS can benefit considerably from this new material.

Adrienne Dengerink is a junior member at the ICS and teaches courses on
Christian perspective in art at York University and at the Ontario College
of Art.

C

S
ICS community celebrates appointment ofb Paul
Marshall by Rosanne

A time to build up.. .a time to laugh. . . and a time to dance.... Saturday,
November 13, was one of those times. It was a special day of celebration
and commemoration, for Dr. Paul Marshall had joined the Institute for
Christian Studies faculty this year on a full—time basis as Senior Member
in Political Theory. What better tonic to a small, precarious institution
that faces continuous financial struggles on the one side and on the other
side tries to persuade the government that it has a right to exist? What
better reinforcement to a body of learners to help develop new, better and
more Christian approaches to the study of foundational issues? It was a

( source of great satisfaction and pleasure to the supporters who attended
to see the ICS add such a gifted young man to its faculty.

About 250 people came to the auditorium on the University of Toronto campus
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where the inauguration took place. Bouquets of autumn flowers and the

lively musical accompaniment of a group of ICS students provided a joyful

atmosphere. John Olthuis, member of the ICS Board of Curators——and, mci—
dentally, Paul’s colleague for several years on the staff of the CJL Foun

dation——led the afternoon program by describing the significance of the
event. He warmly welcomed Paul and his family to the Institute “family”
and wished them a long and happy association with us. Rev. James Joosse,

President of the Board of Trustees, led the assembly in prayer. A respon
sive reading of Psalm 111, a strong psalm of praise to the Lord for his
great and gracious works, followed.

In formally introducing Paul, Senior
Member C.T. Mclntire described his
academic career and development, his
wide range of interests and areas of
competence, his prolific publishing
record, and his ability to conscious—
ly work his Christian faith into his
research and teaching.

The subject of the inaugural lecture
was “Human Rights in Christian Per
spective.” In his presentation, Paul
briefly articulated the importance of
scholarship, the importance of Chris

tian scholarship, and illustrated both through a discussion of the question

of human rights. “We cannot avoid the importance of careful, sustained

theoretical examination of the world. Indeed, theories themselves are at

work in the world so we had better understand them,” he began. He went on

to discuss what many of us have been saying and writing for so many years:

“the theoretical work in which we engage is not and cannot be a supposed I

neutral, objective or purely technical exercise. Biblical theorizing, like

all theorizing, indeed all of life, does not exist in a vacuum. The reli

gious expression of theory is not just in some conclusions or evaluations

offered at the end of the lecture, but it is to be the driving motive, the

foundation, of all I have said and will say.”

Hetheñ wénton to describe how one theorizes about political matters,

specifically, Iuman rights, in a Christian manner. He accurately noted

that most of our political discussion which is not about economics is about

human rights, but, despite all this attention, there is no clear under

standing of what they are. There is great confusion about and conflict be—

tween supposedhuman rights. Through an analysis of current human rights

thinking and its history, he showed a) that a primary stress on human will,

autonomy and freedom has led to the destruction of any substantive human

rights theory, b) that current human rights justifications suffer crippling

defects, and c) that attempting to base justice on rights and rights on

human will leads to irresolvable dialectical tensions.

He concluded with the presentation of a possible Christian framework for

human rights. “We first of all find the authority of the person by under

standing our place in God’s creation. We have a right to fulfil the call

ing that God gives us. This implies, first of all, the right to be, the

right to life itself, the right to basic necessities and security. We can

speak of the human right to what is needed to fulfil (our) callings. God

calls the state to protect those callings.” Not a simplistic presentation

Paul went on to deal with the problem of sin and what happens when rights

conflict or are misused. The Christian framework he proposed was one with

in which we can specify what rights should mean and can guide the develop

ment of positive law.
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His talk sparked a host of related questions, proving that this was a defi
nite and inspiring example of the kind of contribution Paul can make to
efforts in sound, creative Christian scholarship at the ICS. George Vander—
velde, Acting Principal at the Institute this term, remarked on the quality
of Paul’s presentation and also eagerly welcomed him onto the ICS faculty.

(‘ Singing and a closing litany followed by a pleasant reception at the Insti
tute ended the day’s celebrations.

Rosanne Lopers Sweetman is EducationaZ Services Coordinator for the AACS.

Van Riessen completes sixth North American lecture
tour by Aileen Van Ginkel

When Professor Hendrik Van Riessen retired from his position as professor
of philosophy at the Free University of Amsterdam last spring, he probably
didn’t anticipate how busy he would be this fall with a five-week lecture
tour throughout North America. The idea for the tour began last year when
Al Wolters, Senior Member at the Institute for Christian Studies, spoke

with Van Riessen about the possibility of coming to
North America to give a number of lectures. His
health was still quite good and the people in North
America-—indeed, anywhere in the reformed world-—
would enjoy and benefit from further contact with one
of the foremost thinkers in the reformational tradi
tion.

Rosanne Sweetman, Coordinator of Educational Services
at the AACS, worked closely with Van Riessen to make
up an itinerary. Many organizations and educational
institutions were eager to co-sponsor his tour and
plan activities for the period of time he would be in
their community. Van Riessen began his tour, after
arriving in Toronto on October 15, in St. Catharines..
He went on to Hamilton, Edmonton, Calgary, Victoria
and Vancouver, making sure to spend time at Redeemer
College and The King’s College. In the United States
he gave lectures in Pittsburgh, at Dordt College,
Trinity Christian College and Calvin College. He

also visited the Mid-America Reformed Seminary and Westminster Seminary.
Van Riessen gave his final-—the thirty—fourth!--lecture in Toronto on
November 19. Quite an itinerary for a 71—year old man!

Van Riessen’s academic career revolves around the philosophy of science.
He taught in this area since 1951 at various institutions in The Nether
lands. The topics for his two academic lectures——”What is Philosophy?” and
“How is Science Possible?”-—reflect this background.

Van Riessen has also had plenty of experience speaking to non—academic
audiences. This was his sixth study/lecture tour in North America. Many
people attending his lectures this time had heard him speak once or more
when he was here in 1959, 1961, 196 , 1969 and 1976. What he said in his

..‘popular lectures—-”The Kingdom of God and the World,” “Responsible Man” and
“The Crisis of Western Civilization”——may have been familiar, but his good
humour (much of it directed at himself) interwoven with his deeply biblical

rof. H. Van Riessen
addresses a variety of
topics
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wisdom would make it a pleasure to hear him speak many times over.

Van Riessen’s view of western civilization, for instance, was not an opti

mistic one. Yet in speaking about it he was still able to leave his audi

ence with a sense of hope. As he sees it, western culture is characterized

by human irresponsibility, by a view of the world which leaves God out, and

by tremendous power acquired through science and technology which neverthe

less leaves human beings powerless. In all of this he sees the hand of God

raised, as it was against Israel, against a world which is unfaithful to
Him. In the face of such a view of our times, Van Riessen does not despair.

Rather, he calls all Christians to continue to fight against evil, even if

such evil is being used by God to punish the world. His will remains as it

always has, and we cannot ignore it because we are commanded to be obedient

to it. And, though the struggles for obedience may appear to be losing
battles, Van Riessen reminded his audience that God uses the weaknesses of

his people.

Wherever he went, Van Riessen seemed to act as a stimulus, picking up the

spirits of many whom he came in contact with. His experience with the
struggles of the Christian university and the Christian church in The

Netherlands allowed him to transmit both a finely-tuned wisdom and an abi

lity to laugh at human weaknesses, including his own. In most eyes, how

ever, such weakness as he displayed appeared to be a strength.

Aileen Van Ginkel is Director of Development for the AACS.

From the edge of the Pacific

by Nick Loenen (

Student retreat signals start of annual tradition

On a wet, miserable October weekend 25 people travelled from Vancouver to

scenic Whidbey Island where they together prepared meals, worshipped,

played, and especially reflected on what it means for a university student

to confess that Jesus is Lord. Recently appointed ICS Senior Member Paul

Marshall gave two presentations and led a closing discussion, and ICS alum

nus Lowell Hagan preached on Sunday morning. Marshall first presented a

list of questions students should raise to discern the woridview which lies

behind their courses. Then Marshall outlined some basic elements of a

Christian woridview, such as creation, which implies that nothing is auto

nomous; people, too, must be responsible to God, for He has given us a

task.

This was the first such retreat in some years, but judging from the enthu

siastic response of the people that attended this should become an annual

event. Although most of these students are enrolled at colleges or univer

sities near Vancouver they represented communities from as far away as

Lethbridge, Alberta, and Telkwa, B.C.

Annual lecture series focusses on cultural crisis

Attendance at this year’s Fall Lecture Series was very irregular——from 35

one evening to 125 the next. These are opportunities to reflect together

on the place we have within our culture, and we pray God to so bless the

insight gained that acts of obedience will follow.
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In the first two lectures Dr. Paul Marshall told his audience what the wel
fare state is, and what its strengths and weaknesses are. He also noted
that the current problems in maintaining proper funding for programs of the
welfare state are a judgment on the welfare state. Marshall rejects both
the solutions of those who advocate a cutback in government services as a

( means to return to economic liberalism, and those of others who would either
maintain the status quo or step up government services. To Marshall the
current problems of the welfare state signal poor stewardship. We must
individually and corporately implement a biblical understanding of steward
ship. Only that will allow cut-backs in government spending.

The next speaker in the series was Dr. Hendrik Van Ries—
sen who noted a curious paradox. We are more powerful
than ever, yet we feel so powerless. We feel powerless
in the face of nuclear war, world hunger, simultaneous
unemployment and inflation. He also noted that pros
perity has not brought happiness. Van Riessen’s in
sight into the drift of our culture and his call for
biblical discipleship was appreciated by all. He also
addressed a meeting in Victoria.

Dr. Terry Anderson, who teaches social ethics at the
Vancouver School of Theology, spoke last in the series
with a very lucid exposition of how the Christian faith
provides unique criteria for evaluating the current
drift of the welfare state.

Changing of the guard

Lloyd Stellingwerff, longtime president of the Lower Mainland AACS Chapter

( Board, and Pearl Luymes, secretary, have both retired from the Board.
(Pearl has taken a one-year leave of absence to study at the ICS.) More
recently, our faithful Conference Registrar Stan Pilon moved to Lynden,
Washington. We hereby extend our appreciation to each of them. New mem
bers to the board are Lynn Boettcher and Sam Van Randen.

Student directory

Again, a student directory listing 123 people studying in or near Vancouver
has been prepared. If you are a student in this area and have not received
your copy, please contact Nick Loenen at 274—3868.

An invitation

A year ago 260 persons in B.C. donated to our ministry for the first time.
In early October we sent a letter to each of these inviting them to con
tinue their support. If you have not yet responded, please do so now; we
need each other.

Nick Loenen is Western Representative of the AACS/ICS based in Richmond, BC.

“A secular lifestyle can easily co—exist with religion, if religion is
limited to one or another of our human experiences. But it cannot co—exist
with true religion. You cannot be a secular person if you have learned to

(see and obey the Lord in everything.”
-Dr. Edwin Waihout in The Banner

AACS Western Repre
sentative Nick Loenen
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Board of Trustees report on fall meeting
by Edward Piers

The fall meeting of the Board of Trustees of the AACS took place in Toronto
on November 11 and 12. During these two full and busy days, many issues
were discussed in considerable detail and a number of specific actions were
taken. This report will attempt to provide our members and supporting com
munity with a summary of the meeting.

This was the first meeting for three new members of the Board. Mr. John
De Groot of Sarnia is now the representative from Region 5 (Southwest Ont
ario), while Mrs. Heather Marsman (Barrie) and Mr. Ary de Jong (Scarborough)
recently joined the Board as new “members at large.” It is also pertinent
to note that Dr. John W. Van Dyk (Wilmington, Delaware) was re—elected to
the Board as representative from Region 4 (Eastern USA).

During the summer of 1982, three new
staff members joined the AACS team.
Aileen Van Ginkel, who was appointed
officially in March, began her duties
as Director of Development in July. She
is approaching her new position with
enthusiasm and dedication and, during
the meeting, she supplied the Trustees
with a detailed development plan for
1982—83. Recently, Nick Terpstra began
his work (on a two—thirds time basis)
as the AACS field representative in (
eastern Ontario, and Phil Travis, for
mer ICS student, took up his duties as
the new business administrator of AACS.

The ICS is having another good year. Although the total number of students
(45) is slightly down from last year, it appears that the quality of the
students is uniformly excellent. Furthermore, it is particularly gratify
ing to note that there are now four students enrolled in the joint ICS-Free
University of Amsterdam Ph.D. program.

During the fall term all but one of the Senior Members are busy teaching
and doing research at the ICS. Wolters and Vanclervelde, both of whom had
spent some productive time on leave in Amsterdam, rejoined their colleagues
in September. Bernard Zyistra is currently on sabbatical leave but is due
to take up his new position as President of the AACS/ICS in January. At
that time, Hendrik Hart will begin his second sabbatical leave.

A co-publishing arrangement between the AACS/ICS and the University Press
of America has been developed. This is a potentially exciting development

and, hopefully, will facilitate the publication of some of the academic

material produced by the ICS faculty.

One issue which took up considerable time in the TrusteesT meeting was that
concerning the proposed Bill 137 of the Ontario government. As our suppor
ters will know, passage of the bill in its present form would make illegal
the present practice of the ICS to grant graduate degrees such as the M.A.

or M.Phil. Since June, a vigorous campaign has been in progress, with the
aim of convincing the Ontario government that its proposed bill is too all—

F

Newly elected Trustees .4ry de Jorzg ana
John De Groot Sr. consider the educe
tional services programs of the AACS
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encompassing and that the ICS has the academic right to a degree-granting
charter. In these efforts, we have obtained much—appreciated help from

many and varied sources——from our members and supporters, from respected
scholars across Canada, and from many of the major Canadian ecclesiastical

bodies. We hope and pray that the government of Ontario will provide the

( framework necessary for academically responsible institutions such as the
ICS to grant graduate degrees.

The AACS continues to be fruitfully engaged in a variety of educational
services. In this report, it is appropriate to highlight the courses for
students on university campuses, which are being coordinated by Susan Bower

and which, in the opinion of the Trustees, are a very important AACS acti
vity. During the 1982-83 academic year, a number of Christian perspective
courses are being taught by ICS students on university and college campuses
in the Toronto area. Furthermore, a weekend student conference (Discovery
‘83) to be held January 28-30 is being organized. The main aim of these
activities is to help Christian students who attend secular academic insti
tutions to work towards an integration of their academic work with their
Christian faith. The Trustees are very encouraged by these programs.

The lack of financial viability continues to be one
of the major problems which face the AACS/ICS, and
this issue was the subject of considerable discussion
in the Board meeting. Although it is relatively easy
to describe our financial difficulties, it is frus
tratingly difficult to chart a course which will,
with any degree of certainty, alleviate the problems.
Upon the recommendation of the executive committee,
the Trustees decided to appoint a task force to stud
the financial prospects of the AACS/ICS, with the
specific mandate to a) identify and assess the short-
term and long-term financial problems of the AACS/ICS,
b) identify indicators which will enable us on a
continuing basis to monitor our financial situation
and changes in it, and c) recommend to the Board of

Trustees short-term and long-term actions aimed to solve the problems,
giving consideration to the possible need for structural and programmatic
changes to maintain institutional viability.

The Board set aside a block of discussion time to try to identify and pro
vide possible solutions for major issues which now face (or will face) the
AACS/ICS. Certain dominant issues kept reappearing. It is clear that
finances and the academic viability of the ICS (degree—granting status),
both of which were mentioned above, will continue to require concentrated
attention in the future. Furthermore, the Trustees are convinced that we
must do a better job of communicating with our supporting community, in
terms of showing the need for graduate studies within a Christian world-
view, in terms of publishing popularly written articles about various
issues, and in terms of producing specific academic publications based on
the research work carried out by ICS faculty members.

It is appropriate to end this report on a somewhat personal note. Robert
VanderVennen has served as Executive Director of the AACS for the past
eight and one—half years, and at the beginning of 1983 will take up his new
task as Director of Educational Services. The Trustees are very grateful
for his dedicated service as Executive Director, and look forward to his

( future contributions as he takes up his new position on our staff.

Dr. Edward Piers is Trustee for British Coiumbia (Region 1).

j
Heather Marsman, newly
elected trustee
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Wolters reports on sabbatical year abroad
by Kathy Vanderkloet

One of the most important courses taught at the Institute for Christian
Studies is the Philosophical Foundations course. It is required of all
first-year students, as it acquaints them not only with the vocabulary
(some would say jargon) commonly used at ICS, but also with the basic con
cepts of the reformational world and life view that underlies the work
done at the Institute.

r

It is not surprising, therefore, that Al Wolters (who teaches this course)
should have spent his sabbatical year doing further research and study on
the history of the Calvinistic reformational philosophy and world and life
view as it developed in The Netherlands in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries.

Looking back on his sabbatical and on the circumstances which enabled him
to go with his family to The Netherlands, Al is filled with wonder and deep
gratitude at the ways in which provisions were made for him. He received
a grant-—equal to his yearly salary at ICS——from the Organisatie voor Zui
ver Wetenschappelijk Qnderzoek (Organization for Pure Scientific Research),
a Dutch government agency comparable to the Canada Council (Social Research
Council for the Arts and Humanities). He notes his unusual good fortune
in obtaining this grant, for with the Dutch economy also experiencing hard

times, the government has been cutting back severely
on these and similar grants. In addition, the vast
majority (90%) of these grants go to people working
in the natural sciences, not in the arts or humani- 4
ties.

The grants are specifically for foreign scholars, but
must be applied for by a Dutch university which wants
a particular scholar to join it in its research on a
particular topic. Al therefore had to rely on the
Free University (and on Prof. Jacob Klapwijk in par
ticular) to make the actual application for him.
Without Klapwijk’s help, and that of the Free, Al
would not have obtained the grant.

The Free University also generously provided Al with
an office to work in and, in order to fulfil the
terms of the grant, organized a small ongoing work
shop in reformational philosophy of which Al was
chief researcher and to which he reported on a regu
lar basis.

The project Al set for himself was to investigate the background and his
tory of early reformational philosophy in The Netherlands. He was particu
larly interested in examining how the early thinkers conceived of the rela
tionship between philosophy and woridview, and how that conception worked
itself out in the early stages of development of the cosmonomic philosophy.

“The early teachers of philosophy at the Free (A. Kuyper, J. Woltjer, W.
Geesink, H. Bavinck) did not kave a worked—out systematic philosophy, says
Al. “In fact, none of them was even a philosopher by training. They all
had a clear understanding of what a Calvinistic.world and life view was,

Al Wolters spent sabba
tical doing research on
Dutch reformed writings
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-but they didn’t know precisely what that meant for their. philosophy.” It
was left to D.T. Vollenhoven and Herman Dooyeweerd to work out such a sys
tematic philosophy in the following generation.

Al emphasizes that these developments at the Free did not take place in iso—
lation. “The whole problem of the relationship between worldview and philo
sophy was initially posed by German philosophers,” he explains. “The pro—
blematics, the terms, the categories were very contemporary and were being
hotly debated by such German philosophers as Dilthey, Jaspers and Rickert.”

Nevertheless, though Vollenhoven and Dooyeweerd were influenced by the Ger
mans in their formulation of the problem, they insisted that worldview is
essentially religious in nature, and an integral factor in one’s philoso
phizing. A person’s woridview, therefore, underlies all his other more
scientific or philosophic theoretical work.

The research of the past year will be worked into a book which will include
chapters on the early thinkers at the Free, the German background to the
problem, and translations of two works by Vollenhoven and Dooyeweerd which
illustrate their view of woridview and philosophy. The book, tentatively
entitled Studies in the Origins of Reformational Philosophy, is about 85
percent complete.

In addition to his research, Al found himself somewhat in demand as a lec
turer at a variety of Dutch schools and universities. He gave presentations
several times at the Free in both graduate seminars and undergraduate clas
ses, and participated in the oral exams given at the end of one of the
courses. Former ICS Senior Member Sander Griffioen, who now teaches at the
University of Leiden, invited Al to one of his classes to lecture on refor
mational philosophy; one of the students wrote a report on that lecture

(which was later published in the Dutch periodical Beweging. He lectured at
-‘ Dutch L’Abri, at the Evangelical University (a fledgling Christian liberal

arts college) and at a meeting of philosophy professors belonging to the
Dutch Association for Calvinistic Philosophy. He also attended three philo
sophy conferences in the Netherlands.

With his two children enrolled in Dutch schools, the family was not able to
travel too much. However, they did spend a week touring Denmark, which
helped Al in picking up a working knowledge of Danish. Al also went to
England for a few days, making use of the Library of the British Museum in
London for still more research, and visiting with friends there. The family
also travelled within Holland, visiting historic sites and spending time
digging through Alice’s family history in the town of Andel (from which
Alice’s family—-Van Andel—-takes its name). And they had time to renew
old friendships and start new ones. They were warmly welcomed wherever
they went, not only by old friends like the Griffioens, but also in the
homes of members of the philosophy faculty of the Free.

Not quite all of Al’s memories are so fond, however. He recalls with em
barrassment the time he forgot to keep an appointment with Dr. H. Verheul,
the Rector Magnificus of the Free. “It was an honour to me that he extend—
ed this invitation to me,” says Al, “and then I forgot to go. Fortunately,
he was very kind about it and immediately set another time for us to meet.
That one I did not forget about. And I won’t forget the first now anymore
either!”

i Kathy Vanderkloet is secretary of the AACS.
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From the inside track
by Kathy Vanderkloet

Perspective continues to introduce its readers to some of the new junior

members who have come to study at the Institute for Christian Studies.

LAURIE SLOAT comes from Carnegie—Mellon University in Pittsburgh with a

Bachelor of Fine Arts (B.F.A.) degree. She describes her decision to come

to the Institute as “a leap of faith.” She knew very little about the ICS

but, prodded by friends at the Coalition for Christian Outreach (CCO) in

Pittsburgh, and aided by a scholarship that pays her tuition here, she de

cided to take the plunge.

She hasn’t regretted It since. “Bootcamp (an intense two—week introduction

to the philosophical foundations course which attempts to acquaint new stu

dents with the basic vocabulary and perspective of the Institute) gave me

a strong assurance that this was where I should be. And that assurance is

continuing now, especially in Calvin Seerveld’s course.” She is learning

to struggle with such questions as “what is beauty?” “what is art?” “what

are norms for art?” and the like. More specifically,

she is studying symbolism and the role that ikons
played through history in mankind’s response to God,

and how that fits in with symbolism in art today.

Laurie makes no pretense to being a philosopher. “I’m

an artist,” she says. “I have been given the gift of

artistic talent, and feel that I must claim that gift.

I think that as an artist I have a way of looking at (
things which is unique and could be helpful to others.”

The scholarship which enables her to study here was

awarded to her for a paper she wrote and presented,

with slides, at the 1982 Jubilee Conference in Pitts

burgh, organized each year by CCO. The slides were of

drawings and sculptures organized around the idea of

discovery——of ourselves, of others, of God—-and how we

attempt to keep others——and God-— from discovering our

true selves.

Laurie hopes to be able to firm up some of her ideas about art, as well as

gain insight into who she is and how she fits into the scheme of creation.

This was something which her training at Carnegie—Mellon University had not

given her. “I felt I was floundering, not knowing why I did what I did.

needed a more concrete method of approach.” So far, she has found her work

stimulating in that it helps her to struggle directly with those questions.

BARRIE PORTER, the other new junior member in aesthetics this year, was

born in Liverpool, England, and came to Canada sixteen years ago. After

working for some time, he returned to school, graduating from Toronto Bap

tist Seminary with a Bachelor of Theology degree and from the University of

Toronto with a B.A. in philosophy. A member of the Spring Garden Baptist

Church in Toronto, he has also done some preaching there.

Barrie became acquainted with ICS mainly through Brian Walsh (former stu

dent and staff member at ICS). “I met Brian years ago at the Yonge Street

Mission Coffee Shop, when both of us worked there as volunteers. Since

then, I’va bumped into him off and on, kept in touch, found out he was

Laurie Sloat’s coming
to the Institute was
a “leap of faith”
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working at the Institute.” After speaking with several other people who
were familiar with the Institute he decided to check the place out.

One would expect Barrie to continue studying either
philosophy or theology; instead, he has chosen to study
aesthetics. Why? “I had some aesthetics at U of T
while I was there, and that aroused my intere Aesthe
tics appeals to me because it is a very importa: field
at this time in our history and culture. It’s opening
up much more right now, and there is a lot of work to be
done there. And I can see that the Christian life also
touches aesthetics and is relevant to it.”

Barrie feels it is too early yet to make a fair assess
ment of his courses, but he does make a few observations.
“I’m having a little trouble grasping th concepts in
aesthetics——after all, that’s not my background. I’m
getting more familiar with the reformational perspective

Barrie Porter sois in the Philosophical Foundations course. And Biblical
c2eSthe7;iCS is a erq Foundations, which in many ways is a review for me, does
mpor’arz fioii a. introduce new slants on topics I have studied in my un—
his iria dergraduate work.” He notes that he did expect a more

ilvely interchange of ideas among students and senior
members. “Some of the classes are prett:y tame; there is less discussion
taking place than I had expected.

Barrie hopes to be accepted into the 1.Phil. program at ICS come September.
In the meantime he has a family to support. His wife, Karin, works part—
time, but with two young chi I dren, brrie also works part—time, acting as
a tour guide/bus driver in the Moire Toronto area.

PHEDON KALOTERAKIS was born and raised in Greece. His father is a pastor
in the Greek Evangelical Church in Thessaloniki. Phedon himself would also
like to enter the ministry, working particularly with young people on the
university campuses. However, he was not able to receive education for
that in Greece, for the simple reason that there are no evangelical semin
aries there; the dominant Greek Orthodox Church controls all theological
schools. So he came to North America in 1978 to study at the Reformed
Bible College in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

He earned the Bachelor of Religious Education degree
from there, doing four years’ worth of study in just
over 2 years. While there he met and became good
friends with Paul Schrotenboer, president of the Re
formed Ecumenical Synod, and currently a Curator of
the Institute. Schrotenboer told him about the ICS

and was one of the major influences in Phedon’s de
cision to come here. He did not come immediately,
however. First he went to Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary in Massachusetts for a year and then, inter
estingly enough, to Holy Cross (Greek Orthodox)
School of Theology for six months. “I spent that
half year at Holy Cross studying patrology (the study
of the early church fathers). Although the Greek
Orthodox Church has over-emphasized tradition, very

Phedon Kaloterczkis cone much at the expense of •the Bible,the evangelical
to North Amerioa to churches in Greece go to the other extreme, ignoring
study for the ministry tradition and patrology altogether. I tried to find

a balance.”
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While at Gordon, Phedon took a course which included Bob Goudzwaa.r.d’s Capi
talism and Progress on the reading list. Later Gordon professor William
Harper lectured on Dooyeweerd in that course. That further increased his
interest in the Institute.

Phedon expects to enter the M.Phil. program and hopes to continue thereaftei(
in the Ph.D. program. He plans to do his thesis work on John Chrysostom, a
fourth and fifth century Greek church father.

Phedon’s wife, Despina, is still in Massachusetts where she has just grad—
uated from Gordon College with a degree in English literature. With both
of them studying, it was necessary to send their two—year old son to Greece

to be cared for by his grandparents for a few months. Shortly before
Christmas the family expects to be reunited in Toronto.

GARY SHAHINIAN is intimately acquainted with a number of radically different
theological traditions. Growing up in suburban New Jersey, he attended the
Armenian Orthodox Church until age 15, when he joined a very fundamentalist
non—denominational Protestant Church. “That’s where I became a Christian,”
he says.

From high school he went straight to Northeastern Bible College in New Jer
sey; there he learned of Calvinism, “decided it offered the most authentic
interpretation of Christianity,” and transferred to Calvin College in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. He enrolled as a pre—seminary student there, majoring in
philosophy.

At that point the Institute did not figure in Gary’s
plans at all.. “My friends who were also majoring in
philosophy warned me to avoid Dooyeweerd and the Insti
tute,” he says with a grin. “So I never took a single
course with (Dr. H. Evan) Runner. It wasn’t until I
took a theology course on “Christianity and culture”
taught by Henry VanderGoot that I was given a positive
look at Dooyeweerd. That, more than anything else,
served to rouse my interest, and caused me to wonder
about ICS.”

After graduating from Calvin, he enrolled at Calvin Sem

inary, graduating after two years with a Master of Theo

logical Studies. The ICS gave him some credit for the
work done at Calvin Seminary, so that he was able to
enroll here as a second year M.Phil. student. That
means he must begin working on his M.Phil. thesis right

away. He has chosen to work on the problem of evil. He
explains that there are two basic views on the problem

of evil. One is that evil exists “that grace may abound”

--that is, all evil can be explained away by some higher

good which is supposed to come out of it. The other is

that evil is co—eternal with God, that there is an anti

thesis between God and creation which God can never really overcome, that

all God can hope to do is lure people away from evil toward himself. Gary

thinks that both views fail in that they try to find a reason for the exis

tence of evil. “There is no reason for the existence of evil,” says Gary.

“Evil simply cannot be justified.”

Although he initially planned to enter the ministry, Gary now thinks he

would like to teach philosophy and theology at the college level. Conse

quently, he hopes to continue studying in the ICS Ph.D. program next year.

Gary Shahinian feels
Calvinism “offers the
most authentic inter
pretation of cfhris
tianity”
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Wide angle lens
by Nicholas Terpstra

When practical problems like mortgage payments and government bills loom
large over us, it can be easy to forget that the AACS/ICS is not simply an
institution, but a mission or outreach as well. We are identified by a
task more than by an address or a hard-to-meet budget. It’s a task set out
in our educational creed and practised in the work of junior and senior
members at the Institute and by AACS members worldwide.

But we are hardly alone in our work. The task of doing scholarship in obed
ience to Christ unites us with groups of Christians around the world, groups
many of us know little about. It’s a pity, because we are often more cul
turally conditioned than we suspect. As the international mix of students
at the Institute has shown, different social, educational and denominational
backgrounds can result in refreshingly different approaches to the Christian
renewal of the disciplines.

In this semi-regular column, we’ll look briefly at groups in different parts
of the world which are engaged in the renewal of scholarship. The focus
will still be on Christian scholarship, but we’ll be using a wide angle
lens.

Ten years ago Vanguard magazine featured a cover story “Mustard Seed in
Australia” giving an account of the growth of a new Christian consciousness
in Australia. The works of Dooyeweerd and publications of the AACS were
studied at informal meetings of Christians in the early sixties. By 1967——
the year the ICS was founded--this movement had matured into a broadly based
Association for Christian Social Studies, which in 1973 became the Founda
tion for Christian Scholarship (FCS). As current activities show, the mus
tard seed has grown into a plant.

The FCS hasn’t yet opened an Institute, but its plan illustrates how much
can be accomplished with minimal resources. In the first stage, FCS mem
bers published papers and offered lectures on the relation of Christianity
to culture in general and scholarly study in particular. Speakers were and
still are made available to Christian groups on and off Australian univer
sity campuses; occasional conferences were held.

A few years ago Stuart Fowler was appointed Staff Lecturer in Christian
Philosophy, touring the country to give lectures and promoting the FCS
cause. He continues to produce papers and work on a book on the place of
the Christian community in contemporary society. His trips have been cur
tailed of late due to the launching of the third stage in the plan——the in
auguration of the Graduate Diploma in Christian Perspectives. Throughout
the 1970s, a few students had come to the Institute for Christian Studies
from Australia. Doug Blomberg studied part-time at the ICS before return
ing to Australia where he currently heads the Institute for Christian Edu
cation and lectures for the FCS. Bruce Wearne also came and completed a
Certificate in political theory at ICS. Keith Sewell, Marty and Jan Ruiter,
Mark and Robin Williams, and Julian Distefano are other Australians students
who have spent time at the ICS.

But the long trip to the Institute isn’t a viable option for many Austral
ians so the FCS has implemented its own program. Begun in 1981, the Grad
uate Diploma in Christian Perspectives is a four—year part—time intexdis—
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ciplinary course in fundamental philosophical issues. Divided intothree
levels, the diploma is oriented to students already engaged in graduate
work at a state university. The first level consists of general foundation
al studies, the second of foundational studies in the chosen disciplines of
particular participants and the third of a research program on a specific
topic within a discipline. With this three—level program it is possible to
have the benefits of communal research in a Christian scholarly setting
while taking advantage of the resources of a larger university.

The first level is worked out through weekly
seminar sessions involving all students in
the program. Over the course of the four
years, these seminars will focus in turn on
Anthropology, Cosmology, Sociology and Epis
temology. Each area will be investigated in
light of traditional Christian interpreta
tions, biblical studies, theological studies
and philosophical studies. Participants work
together on a paper outlining the basic is
sues of the area and also contribute their
individual researches to a joint publication
on the subject at the end of the year. With
this joint publication, the seminar research
will be made available to the Christian com
munity at large. While all this is taking
place, individual participants will be working
at the second level on foundational problems

within their specific disciplines; they are assisted by FCS members who
specialize in those disciplines. The third level consists of independent
research which ideally takes the form of a thesis or dissertation at one of
the state universities.

The FCS diploma provides a practical model for overcoming the difficulties
involved in starting a full-fledged institution. Though no degree is grant
ed as such, seven students are currently enrolled in the program. More will
undoubtedly follow as FCS speakers continue to challenge students in lec
tures and seminar series conducted on university campuses. FCS members
themselves are optimistic.

If you would like more information on the Foundation for Christian Scholar
ship, contact the ICS or write directly to: Foundation for Christian Schol
arship, P.O. Box 191, Blackburn, Victoria 3130, Australia.

Nicholas Terpstra is Field Representative for the AACS in Ontario.

Are you a member of the AACS?

Why not . . . join the 2,000 plus (from 24 different countries around the
world) who are members?

support the organization you’re interested in, whose work you
value and want to encourage?

show the staff and students a tangible vote of confidence in
the work they’re doing?

Won’t you join in? We’d love to have you aboard! Use the Remittance Form
(page 23) to find out how.

Julian and Marrie Distefano come
from Australia for a seminar at
‘Cs
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Development notes

by Aileen Van Ginkel

• I used to think that numbers, unlike words, were solid things, that they
meant the same for everybody. I’m now beginning to realize that numbers,

• just like words, can be slippery, and can say different things depending on
one’s point of view. This became clear to me when we began to report the
results of our 25th anniversary fundraising campaign.

It was hard to know in mid-July how to report the results when we were un
sure of the exact outcome of the campaign. We felt some disappointment be
cause it seemed that we did not reach the goal of $500,000, but we were
very grateful because on an initial, rough calculation, a lot more money
than usual came in during the months of the campaign. Once the actual ac
counting for the 1981-82 fiscal year had been completed in late September,
our conclusions about the drive needed some adjusting. It’s true that we
received about $330,000 in dues and donations income during the months of
the drive (November 1981 to July 1982), but some of that income would have
come in despite the drive. It would, therefore, be more accurate to say
that the campaign brought in between $100,000 and $150,000 which we would
otherwise not have received. So we were optimistic-—a bit too optimistic
as it turns out-—about our results.

(• Setting the goal for the fundraising campaign at $500,000 was unrealistic,
and reflected more hope than reality. Yet very few campaigns can operate
without a goal. Our annual year-end appeal, for instance, has the goal of
$120,000. What we really need during November and December in order to
balance our operating budget is closer to $150,000. To set that as the
goal, however, would be somewhat unrealistic considering that we’re in a
recession and that in previous years we’ve received around $100,000 during
November and December.

Somewhere between past experience and present needs we wanted to set a mark
which would make us all stretch but not beyond the breaking point. You,
our supporters, are being asked to stretch your giving and we, as AACS
staff, are stretching our budgeted resources to the maximum.

Setting goals and reporting results are turning out to be as challenging as
writing essays for a history class——at least, when it comes to being accur
ate. The hard part in both cases is making judgments which are truthful
and reflect one’s perspective at the same time. However, fundraising cam
paigns, unlike history essays I have written, depend on a large number of
people. It’s clear to me that we must work together to reach our goal this
year, and it’s my hope that in doing so we will bring down God’s blessings
on our work.

Aileen Van Ginkel is Director of Development for the AACS
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AACS/ICS news

Senior Member BERNARD ZYLSTRA took time out from his sabbatical to pre
sent the keynote address at the annual convention of the Ontario Chris- (

tian School Teachers Association in Hamilton on October 21. His theme was

“Changing Times-—Changeless Christ.”

BERNARD ZYLSTRA attended the inauguration of Dr.
John B. Huist as President of Dordt College in

Sioux Center, Iowa, on October 23. Dr. Huist took
over from Rev. B.J. Haan who had been President of
the college since its founding in 1955.

Senior Member PAUL MARSHALL participated in the
AACS lecture series in British Columbia on October

15 and 22 with presentations on “The Nature and His
tory of the Welfare State” and “Strengths and Weak
nesses of the Welfare State.” On October 15—17 he
led a student retreat on Whidbey Island, Washington,
speaking on “Discovering Worldviews in Studies” and
“Developing a Christian Worldview.” He also spoke
to groups from the Burnaby Christian Fellowship and
the Abbotsford Christian Reformed Church on “Bases of
a Christian Politics.” While in the west, he addres
sed several groups on behalf of Citizens for Public
Justice.

Senior Member CALVIN SEERVELD presented an invited paper at the annual

meeting of the Canadian Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies held at (
the University of Alberta in mid-October. He treated the theory, art, and

early art historiography of Anton Raphael Mengs as it relates to the pro

blem of canonic art. How should theorists, artists, art historians, and a

supporting public call art to its norm?

Senior Member AL WOLTERS spoke on October 18 to the fall membership meet

ing of the Christian school society in Georgetown, Ontario, on the topic

“The Two Pillars of Christian Education.”

Senior Member CIT, MCINTIRE responded officially to a paper on Marxist

views of history by Marxist historian Dr. Kevin Reilly at the biennial

meeting of the Conference on Faith and History held November 10-12 at

Indiana State University in Indiana.

On November 18 and 19 CT1 MCINTIRE lectured at the University of Pitts

burgh and Kent State University (Ohio) on his views of philosophy of

history and historiography. The lectures were arranged by Dr. Peter Steen

and ICS alumnus Perry Reeker of Christian Educational Services in Pitts

burgh, along with Professors James Bratt (Pittsburgh) and Robert Swierenga

(Kent State).

Senior Members HENDRIK HART and JAMES OLTHUIS, along with Junior Members

VADEN HOUSE and DONALD KNUDSEN, attended the Wheaton Philosophy Confer

ence in Wheaton, Illinois, on October 21 and 22. The theme of the confer

ence Lhis year was hermeneutics. Hendrik Hart also attended the Harry

Jellema Memorial Conference at Calvin College on November 18.

CT MCINTIRE and ROBERT VANDERVENNEN, along with Gerald Vandezande of

I
Bernard Zyistra congrat
ulates Dr. John B. HuZst
at his inauguration as
President of Dordt Col
lege, Sioux Center, IA
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the citizens for Public Justice, continue to work on obtaining a degree—
granting charter -for the ICS. Mclntire has written a major memorandum
which presents the Institute’s proposals and position.

CALVIN SEERVELD has been asked to serve as a member of the Canadian Steer

( ing Committee for organizing the World Congress of Aesthetics, which is
planned to be held in 1984 in Montreal. The first planning session was
held at the annual meeting of the American Society of Aesthetics in Banff
and began to set the topics and format of the future program.

Senior Member GEORGE VANDERVELDE has been Acting Principal of the Insti
tute this term while BERNARD ZYLSTRA is on a six—month sabbatical.

HENDRIK HART begins his sabbatical January 1.

Staff member NICK TERPSTRA addressed the topic “Seek first the Kingdom..
at Trent” in a seminar with the Christian Fellowship group at Trent Univ

ersity in Peterborough on November 4. On the 7th he spoke to the adult
Sunday School class of Murray Street Baptist Church in Peterborough on
“Christ and Culture.”

Dr. F.C. Beyers Naude, well—known civil rights worker in South Africa,
was recently re—banned by the South African government for a period of

three years. He was first banned in 1977 after the upheavals occasioned by
black activist Steve Biko’s death while in police custody.

PUBLI CAT IONS

Senior Member GEORGE VANDERVELDE is one of the authors of a new book pub
lished by the Christian Reformed Church. Called Weicome, it is written

- for new members in the church. Co-authors with George were Rev. Morris
Greidanus and teacher Arda Rooks.

CAMPUS OUTREACH

Staff members MALCOLM MACRURY and SUSAN BOWER travelled extensively
throughout eastern and midwestern USA during October and November addres

sing student groups, college classes and chapel services. Travelling to
colleges in Illinois and Iowa, Malcolm addressed students and faculty on
such topics as “Understanding Popular Culture,” “The Need for a Christian
Philosophy of History,” and “The Christ and Culture Debate in Third World
Missions.” Highlights of this tour were the day spent at Northwestern Col
lege, a slide show/lecture at Dordt College, and the interchange with philo
sophy majors at Wheaton College.

Susan and Malcolm travelled through Pennsylvania and Ohio where many meet
ings with students-—Christian and non—Christian—-allowed for significant in
terchange concerning the relevance of Christianity to culture. Notable
engagements included talks on “Feminism challenges the Church” at Oberlin
College, “Develop your Christian Mind” at Allegheny College, and “Under
standing Popular Culture” at Baldwin—Wallace College. They also met with
the people from the American Studies Program in Washington, DC, which
proved to be mutually stimulating in promoting Christian thinking about the
various issues that face our society.

SUSAN BOWER spoke to the Guelph University Inter-Varsity group on Novem
ber 11. Her ‘topic was “A Biblical Basis for University Students.”
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Alumni action

Three of our alumni will be involved in teaching courses at the graduate
level during 1983. STANLEY CARLSONTHIES will be co—teaching a seminar at
the ICS with Senior Member Bernard Zyistra on “Pluriform Democracy: Poli
tical Thought and Politics in The Netherlands,” a course closely related to

the subject of his doctoral dissertation. DON MCNALLY successfully comple
ted his Ph.D. work at the University of Toronto recently and will be teach
ing a course at that university’s Institute for the History and Philosophy
of Science and Technology. Don’s dissertation was on William Whewell, a

nineteenth—century Christian historian and philosopher of science. BRIAN

WALSH, currently a Ph.D. student at McGill University in Montreal, will be

teaching a course “Christianity in a Declining Culture” during the summer

term of the regular university curriculum. The contents of this course
will closely follow the courses taught in the campus outreach program on

Christian woridview.

Alumnus LAMBERT ZUIDERVAART, professor of philosophy at The King’s College.,

Edmonton, gave a paper at the American Society of Aesthetics meeting held

recently at Banff, Alberta. The paper dealt with the subject of his doc

toral dissertation and was entitled “Truth import in Adorno’s aesthetic
theory.”

Publications available through AACS

Several papers which can advance distinctive Christian scholarship and help

give Christian insight in our calling in life have recently been prepared (
for distribution by the AACS. We are especially happy to have a number of

excellent papers written by students arising out of their ICS course work.

Those are:

Donald Knudsen: Young Luther: Comments on Hebrews ($1.OQ)
Brian Walsh: Pannenberg’s Eschatological Ontology ($1.00)
Barbara Eves: Community and Aging ($1.00)
Brian Walsh and Jonathan Chaplin: Dooyeweerd’s Contribution to a

Christian Philosophical Paradigm ($0.75)
Malcolm MacRury: Conflicting Traditions of Development: A Study of

the Northwest Territories of Canada ($0.75)

Papers written by our faculty members are:

Hendrik Hart: The Articulation of Belief: A Link Between Rationality

and Commitment ($1.00)
Bernard Zyistra: Preface to Runner: Introducing “The Relation of the

Bible to Learning” ($0.75)

Other valuable papers reprinted from journals are:

Sidney Greidanus: The Use of the Bible in Christian Scholarship ($0.75)

James Skillen: Herman Dooyeweerd’s Contribution to the Philosophy of

the Social Sciences ($0.50)
Jacob Klapwijk: The Struggle for a Christian Philosophy: Another

Look at Dooyeweerd ($0.75)

These papers can be purchased from the AACS, 229 College Street, Toronto, (
Ontario M5T 1R4. Please send payment with your order (including 75c postage

for each $5.00 worth of papers you order). Write for the complete list.
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Upcoming events at the Institute for Christiaii Studies

DISCOVERY ‘83, a conference for university and coI’ege
students who want to integrate their Christian faith with
their academic studies and vocational plans. Theme:
Christian Hope in a Post-Christian 4ge. Lectures, work
shops, entertainment and worship. $20regjstratjon fee.

Christianity and Learning Lectureship 1983 with DR1
ROSEMARY RUETHER, professor of applied theology at Gar
rett Evangelical Theological Seminary, Illinois, on
“Women’s Experience and Christian Thought.!? Series of
three lectures scheduled for 2:30 P.M. each day. Lec
tures are free and open to the public.

DR. NICHOLAS WOLTERSTORFF, professor of philosophy at
Calvin College, first holder of the Kuyper Chair at the
Free University of Amsterdam 1981—82, to give six of the
eight lectures presented at the Free on Kuyperianism and
contemporary issues. Topics to include the original Cal
vinist vision of Christians in society, the general
structure of the modern social world, a contrast between
liberation theology and “Amsterdam theology,” world po
verty, nationalism, and urban aesthetics. Lecture format,
geared to general audiences. Friday evening, Saturday
afternoon and evening schedule. Admission fee.

“Economics in Christian Perspective: a sketch map.” A
one-week course with DR. A.B1 CRAMP, professor of econo
mics at Cambridge University, England. Course to focus
on modern problems and issues of economics on national
and international levels. Especially for students and
others who have not had previous opportunity or direction
in grappling with issues as Christians in the field of
economics. Registration fee $60, $30 for full—time stu—
dents.

AACS Remittance Form
The AACS is an association of over 2000
members from 24 countries worldwide. Our
purpose is to promote Scripturally directed
learning and biblical reformation of scholar
ship. Our main project is the Institute of
Christian Studies, a graduate school for
research and teaching.

Membership is open to all who agree with
the purpose and religious position of the
Association.

to pay a subscription fee of $8 per year.
Perspective is mailed to interested persons
in a total of 44 countries.

Members and other friends can financially
support AACS by making a donation to the
following organizations:

U.S.A.
AACS Foundation
3201 Burton Street, S.E.
Grand Rapids. MI 49506

Canada and other countries
AACS
229 College Street
Toronto, Ontario
M5T 1R4

L] Please send more information.
Enclosed is a donation.
Enclosed is a subscription fee.

E I would like to become a member.
Please send me an application.

1January 28—30 ——

February 9-11 ——

February 25—26 ——

March 11—12

(- June 27-July 2 --

I

Financial support is most welcome and
needed, since most of our money must come Netherlands
from donations. Donations in support of Calvinistic World Association
our work are tax-deductible for residents of Potgieterweg 46
Canade, U.S.A. and The Netherlands, when 185] CJ Heitoo
sent to the organizations listed below. (gironummer 17 75 496)
Perspective is sent free of charge to all (specify for AACS)
members and donors. Non-donors are asked

Postal Code
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Brief update on Bill 137 and the ICS charter
Some of our readers are aware of meetings planned between the Insti

tute for Christian Studies and Dr. Bette Stephenson, Minister of

Education in Ontario, as a result of Bill 137, a bill to regulate

the granting of degrees. A brief discussion and a time of prayer

were included in the program of Paul Marshall’s public address (see

story on page 5) because a meeting with the Ministry was to be held

three days following that event. Although the meeting date was sub—

sequently changed, the delegation from the Institute reports a cor

dial meeting with the Minister and her staff.

The matter of a “religious” versus a “secular” degree designation was (
thoroughly debated, and the matter of a unique degreedesignation for

the Institute was discussed. The Ministry has no question about our

academic quality, the value of the Institute on the educational hori

zon in North America, or the nature of our work (i.e., arts and sci

ences). On these points, the effect of numerous letters sent to the

Ministry on our behalf was obvious.

The sticking point seems to be that, since we are a unique school on

the university spectrum, we must have a unique degree designation.

That is where the discussions have brought us so far. Further meet

ings and correspondence will now have to proceed, but we are optimis

tic that a suitable degree title can be agreed upon. More than that

we cannot say at this time.

Please continue to support us with your prayers as the staff has many

more days of hard work and discussions ahead.

The Institute for Christian Studies invites
students interested in integrating their academic
work, cultural activity, and vocational plans
with the service of Christ to a weekend confer

ence JANUARY 28-30. Lectures on the theme

“Christian hope in a post—Christian age.” Workshops

on “Trends in Contemporary Educational Philosophy,”

“Christianity and Technology,” “The Spirit of Modern Art,” “Christian politics,” “The

contributions of Christian philosophy,” and many more. $20.00 registration fee is the

ticket to learning, worship, entertainment and fellowship. Write now for a brochure.
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