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Keeping in touch with university students
by Rosanne Lopers Sweetman

In a recent interview Brian Walsh, coordinator of campus outreach activities
at AACS, described students on university campuses as schizophrenic. He
said that while students of the ‘80s seem to be as disillusioned and skep
tical of corporations, government and educational structures as students of
the ‘60s were, only a very small percentage of students today begin activi
ties that would lead to improvements or renewal in society. Even though

the “systemt’ may be bad, they feel powerless to do
anything about it.

In the face of this pessimism and powerlessness, a
very large percentage of students are turning to
the emotional and personal sides of their lives.
They seem to say that by growing emotionally,
perhaps they can find meaning in a meaningless
situation. Walsh calls this schizophrenic. Life
is seen as compartmentalized into two distinct and
disconnected parts——life in society and its poli
tical and economic institutions is divorced from
the personal life of consumption, leisure and
emotional growth.

The fifty students who make their way into the
Christian Perspective classes which Brian coordin
ates are trying to shake loose of both this secular
schizophrenia and the split lifestyle of many
Christians. In these classes they hope to find
help in putting their Christian, academic, personal,
social and confessional life together, in sub
mission to the Lordship of Christ.

The aim of the campus outreach program initially is to give the students a
vision, a worldview that is a biblical one. This often means a radical
change in the woridview with which the students come to the course. “To
start out,” said Brian, “we talk about getting our ‘seeing’ straight. We do
not deal with the academic fields in which each of the students are engaged
until later. We begin talking about everything under the sun——child re,aring,
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energy policy, economic theories, interpersonal relationships——and by using
everyday examples, we try to show how a vision of life leads you in every—
thing you do.”

“If you want a vision of life which is Christian, however, you have to begin
to see with the eyes of Scripture. You need biblical perspective. Conse— (
quently the courses spend a lot of time opening up the Word to the students.
They begin to see how the Bible addresses us in our contemporary situation.”

The courses begin with an outline of what a biblical woridview is; what the
nature of redemption in Jesus Christ is; what the Word of God, creation, and
human beings are; what is the meaning of sin; what redemptive history means;
what is our cultural task before the face of God; etc. These discussions
begin to break through the false partitioning of life that many students
bring to their reading of Scripture. They begin to realize that the Bible
is not limited to just one side of life anymore. This is where the course
leaders want to bring the students. Brian comments that the road to this
realization is sometimes a long one. “For some students, bringing everything
down to the religious roots is a little too radical.. .The point is to let
the Scriptures speak with the power and radicality that is inherent in them.

Institute Junior Member Jon Chaplin has recently begun teaching a Christian
Perspective course at Ryerson Polytechnical Institute in Toronto, bringing
the number of campuses served by these classes to six and the total number
of classes taught to eight. Each of these classes begins with students
stating their own needs. Since the classes are quite small these needs can
be remembered easily by the rest of the class. The Christian Perspective
courses do not promise to meet every student’s need, however. Sometimes a
class is devoted to dealing with specific problems a particular student is
facing in his or her academic field. Sometimes the course teachers refer
students to someone more qualified to meet their need. Because Walsh is an (associate staff member of Inter—Varsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF) appointed
by the national board, and since the Christian Perspective courses are spon
sored by the IVCF groups on each campus, ICS Junior Members who teach these
courses form part of the IVCF team of Christian campus workers and can
recommend students with special needs to those with special training. Simi
larly, other campus workers may refer students they have met to one of the
Christian Perspective courses.

These course teachers constantly refer their students to bibliographies,
papers and research materials prepared by the AACS. They also- make heavy
use of materials put out by organizations such as the Committee for Justice
and Liberty, Christian Labour Association of Canada, Curriculum Development
Centre, Inter—Varsity Press, etc, to aid in their teaching and discussions.
Books are recommended to students if they are especially appropriate to their
field of study, for example, Egbert Schuurman’s books on technology are
recommended to the engineering students, M.D. Stafleu’s recent book on physics
and math is recommended to science majors, and Bob Goudzwaard’s publications
are brought to the attention of those in economics and commerce.

Brian is confident that the kind of teaching going on in these Christian
Perspective courses can help students deal with the schizophrenia which is
so prevalent on today’s campuses. “By understanding all of creation as a
coherent and integral whole, with everything in its proper place and inter
related with everything else, the Christian worldview exposes societal
misdirection.” He adds that this “...is also a perspective that leads to
real hope.. .because it believes that God really is in the process of setting
up his Kingdom on earth, a Kingdom where justice and peace will truly reign.”

Rosanne Lopers Sweetman is Educational Services Coordinator for the AACS.
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Introducing new junior members
by Henriette Thompson

Perspective continues to interview new Junior Members at the Institute.

BARRY SHIJE, a student of philosophical theology at the Institute expressed
surprise when he “. . . made the discovery that the Institute is a ‘Dooyeweer—
dian place.’ It was a pleasant surprise.. .1 didn’t think such a place
existed.”

Barry hails from York, Pennsylvania. He has a liberal arts degree in
religion and a music minor from Messiah College in Grantham, Pennsylvania.
When he was considering his future options, he came across an advertisement
from ICS. “I was looking for some place to find answers to hard questions.

I knew I wouldn’t be comfortable with a seminary
program. Most of them have prescribed molds for
pastors, and I had little intention of being a
pastor.” Hence the Institute.

Barry sees a strong point of the Institute as
being “... its ability to see value in different
traditions and theologies rather than rejecting
them completely.” This comment has special
significance in that Barry comes from the Anabap—
tist tradition. He would like to see more dia
logue take place between the Reformed and Anabaptist
people as well as what he calls “a mutual correc
tion” of each other.

A regular first—year work load plus the inter
disciplinary seminar keeps Barry quite busy. He
plans to write his M.Phil. thesis on Jacques
Ellul, a Christian social analyst.

JON CHAPLIN is one more example of the connections that constantly take
place between Christians in different countries. Manchester, Oxford Univer
sity, and the Christian Studies Unit in England have played major parts in
Jon’s life. His main academic interest lies in the political sphere. While
searching for a basis for political theory that was acceptable to him as a
Christian, he discovered the writings of Abraham Kuyper. “It was exciting,

unique. I even wrote a paper on him.”

Through his contacts with Richard Russell and Alan
Storkey at the Christian Studies Unit in England,
Jon developed a greater awareness of the reforma
tional tradition. Jon explains that the reforma
tional tradition is relatively young in England.
“In the last ten to fifteen years back home, evan—
gelicalism has become more receptive to cultural
and social development. Francis Schaeffer’s in
fluence is strong. I came out of that movement.”
He is happy to note that “.. .evangelicalism is
moving closer to a worldview which we here (in
Canada) would call Reformed so that there is an

“.,.z,alue in different tradi
tions and theologies...”

Perspective newsletter is published bi
monthly with an extra issue in Tanuary by
the Association for the Advancement of
Christian Scholarship, 229 College Street,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5T 1R4.

Authorized Second Class Postage paid, to
the USA and Territories, mailed from the
AACS Foundation, 3201 Burton Street
S.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506. All
other copies mailed under authorized
Second Class privileges from Toronto,
Ontario. Send all address changes and
other inquires directly to AACS, 229
College St., Toronto, Ontario, Canada
M5T 1R4.
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increasing openness to insights here.” One of
Jon’s main concerns is to be able to translate

the insights of the reformational tradition,
which are often expressed in an alien terminology
(to those outside of it) into an evangelical con
text.

This brings us to the meanings of the terms
evangelical and reformational. Jon says the words
“Calvinism” and “reformational” in some English
evangelical circles have heavy overtones of a
belief in predestination. Similarly, he feels
that the term “evangelical” to some North Americans

has heavy overtones of fundamentalism, which is

not necessarily the English meaning.

Jon’s affinity to political study has led him to

work on formulating a Christian political witness.
He says he prefers the communal approach of
Christians in politics. “The identity and integ

rity of the Christian community would be more

easily maintained with that approach. On the most important political

questions, Scripture is clear enough to provide a basis for a working con

sensus, not unanimity among Christians.”

Jon intends to write his M.Phil. thesis on a political theorist who has in

fluenced British politics.

REED DAVIS comes from the American political con

text, one that he feels has a number of opportuni—

ties for Christian political involvement. His M.A.

thesis at the University of Pennsylvania dealt with (
the philosophy and foreign policy of Henry Kissin

ger. He is currently studying political theory at
the Institute.

After two years at Grove City College in Pennsyl
vania, Reed spent a year of independent study at
the Institute in 1973—74. He then returned to
Pennsylvania and received both his B.A. and M.A.
from the University of Pennsylvania. He decided
to pursue further study at the Institute for two
basic reasons. “I felt I had to learn a Christian

position on political thought. As well, the

education I would receive here would help me evalu

ate political trends from a Christian perspective

and firm up my thinking on justice.”

Reed sees himself as being politically involved in various ways. “One thing

I would like to do is run for political office, starting at the local level.

This would possibly go hand in hand with working in some capacity for the

Association for Public Justice (a Christian political organization in the

U.S. ).“

Reed describes North American politics as very exciting. “The matter of the

Canadian constitution and possible repatriation makes this situation very

intriguing because of the wide implications for the Canadian political

structure. And in the U.S. Reagan must be the most conservative president

since ‘silent Cal’ Coolidge, which may make for some interesting develop

ments.”
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Reed’s past experiences have included working for the Pittsburgh—based
Coalition for Christian Outreach, a campus ministry. Reed was assistant
housing director at Grove City College, supervised a freshman dorm with his
wife Maggie, and taught a course in the religion department. He would like
to teach at a small Christian college someday. “These experiences and
studying at the Institute make you realize that the importance of learning
is to live closer to the Lord, not just knowledge itself.”

Henriette Thompson is secretary of the AACS.

From the Principal’s point of view
by Bernard Zyistra

Just before Christmas the Legislature of Ontario passed an Act to incorpor—
ate Redeemer Reformed Christian College. The AACS/ICS wishes to take this
opportunity to congratulate the Ontario Christian College Association (OCCA)
with this significant achievement which may well have long-range implications
for reformed higher education not only in Canada but even in the U.S.A.
Let’s examine why.

The Act which incorporates Redeemer College reveals the range of freedom of
education which the Ontario government is willing to acknowledge at present.
Bill 4, introduced last March, was intended to prohibit any institution
from granting academic degrees unless specifically authorized by an Act of
the Ontario legislature. In response, the AACS, along with others, engaged
in a concerted effort to change the sweeping provisions of this bill and to
obtain a Charter for the ICS recognizing its right to grant regular,
university—type degrees without any religious or theological (dis—) quali
fications.

While this was going on, OCCA requested its Charter and succeeded in obtain
ing it. The content of the Charter is a compromise between OCCA and the
Ministry of Colleges and Universities. Redeemer College has been given the

right to grant religiously desig
nated degrees, namely the degrees
of Bachelor of christian Education and
Bachelor of Christian Studies. These
are clearly not regular liberal
arts and science degrees. However,
this does not mean that Redeemer
will be some sort of Bible college.
It also has the right to offer
“degree programs. . . in the general
arts, humanities, and sciences,
both natural and social.” The
key question is whether future
students at Redeemer College will

Ontarz.o government offic-i-als present Charter tO
be able to get full credit at pub-Redeemer College representati-ves; Pres. Henry
lic universities for the coursesde Bolster, front row, second from rght.
taken in these so—called secular

subjects. We sincerely hope so. In the meantime the AACS is continuing
its battle for the wider freedom: the right of the ICS to grant normal
university—type degrees like the M.Phil. it offers at present. Redeemer
College has won a significant victory but the war is not yet over.

Apart from the question of freedom of education in Canada, the opening of
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Redeemer College——perhaps as early as 1982—— will have important repercus

sions for Christian higher education, especially in the reformed community.

This is doubly the case in view of the fact that The King’s College opened

its doors in 1979. Christian colleges are few and far between in Canada,

and all of a sudden there are two new ones, both with a reformed perspective.

The challenges here are immense. What Canada needs in every sector of its

culture is persons who can give leadership on the basis of a biblical world—

view. That has to be the goal of these new institutions. It is to be hoped

that their respective supporting communities will have enough Calvinistic

stamina left to rally quickly behind them so that during their first pioneer

ing years they will have the financial means to appoint well—qualified staffs,

obtain adequate facilities, and establish student aid programs comparable to

those of the secular universities.

The King’s College and Redeemer College will undoubtedly have an impact on

student enrolment at Calvin College in Grand Rapids and Dordt College in

Sioux Center, Iowa. Nearly ten percent of Calvin’s 4,000 students and nearly

twenty percent of Dordt’s 1,250 hail from Canada. These percentages may

change. I would hope that this new competition-—if I may call it that——will

challenge every reformed institution of higher education to press hard for

an interdenominational student body, as well as for Christian Reformed stu
dents who would not otherwise attend a Christian
college. The strength of the reformed people who
find their ecclesiastical identity primarily in the
Christian Reformed Church lies in their stress upon

Christian schooling. That strength should be ex
pressed not so much in institutional ramparts that
we build around ourselves but in bridges that relate
a reformed woridview to the problems of the culture
we share with fellow Christians.

Within the parameters of this particular reformed
community we will soon have five undergraduate
colleges, the fifth being Trinity Christian College

near Chicago. The very fact of their undergraduate
character brings to the fore the need for expansion

at the graduate level. The ICS has operated at that

level for a decade. It will continue to do that,
and would like to do so in close cooperation with
these reformed colleges, without losing the colourful

character of its student body whose members have come

from many lands and many churches. For the time
being the ICS will continue to work at the graduate
level with a specific focus on the foundational and

philosophical underpinnings of the respective aca

demic disciplines. That is where we can make our best contribution. That

still leaves a very large gap at the graduate level. There is no equivalent

of Harvard University in the entire evangelical world in Canada and in the

United States. I wonder.. . isn’t Calvin College the institution best equipped

to expand its horizons in that direction?

Copies of Master Plan still available

Any members interested in reading the draft of the Five Year Master Plan and

able to offer suggestions before the final draft is presented to the Board

of Trustees at their spring meeting, are asked to write to the AACS office.

Dr. Sith2ey De Waal, Presi
dent of The King’s College,
Edmonton, Alberta
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in December Dr. Zyistra attended an international conference in Washington, D.C., to

assess developments in contemporary European socialism. In the following Toronto Star

article he discusses how many of their worthwhile ideals are out of touch with reality.

We reprint this article, taken from the December 14, 1980 issue of the Star.

By Bernard Zyistra
WASHINGTON — You would

never have thought Ronald Rea
.. gan is the right-wing president
cn elect of the United States if you
4 have attended the conference on

European socialism and America
here.

There was an almost religious
enthusiasm last week for the

‘ cause of socialism as if it were in
the vanguard of political events in

• Europe and America. In fact,
• howeve:r, the conference illustrat

ed the basic cQntradictions be
L tween socialist ideals and con

crete political and economic real
. ities.

The event was sponsored by the
- Institute for Democratic Socia1
- ism, the think-tank of the Demo

cratic Socialist Organizing Coxli
f - mittee, which represents the radi

cal wing of the Democratic Patty.
The msin speakers were Euro
pean imports, leaders of the so
cialist parties in their respective
countries: Willy Brandt, former
chanceHor of West Get many; Olaf
Palme, former prime minister of
Sweden; Joop den Uyl, former
prime minister of Holland; Tony
Benn, who just lost the leadership
race of the British Labor party;
and Fncois Mitterand, leader of
the French Socialist party.

Economic crisis
These former statesmen and

politicians introduced the major
items an the agenda which th
industrialized nations must face
in the I 980s — the continuing eco
nomic crisis, increasing poverty
in the Third World, and the ten
sions between East and West. It
was a good agenda but its han
dling revealed the contradictions
of socialism in today’s world —

the chasm betwen radical Ideals
and reality.

The conference was the first
major gathering of socialists in
the US. in the 1980s. There were
close to 2,000 particIpants, consid
erably more than the organizers
had counted on. But the most
obvious proof of the gap between
ideals and reality was that no

major American politician dared
use this platform to advance his
cause.

To te sure, Michael Harrington
was there to c!air the plenary ses
sions. But he’s an outstanding so
cialist intellectual who has never
managed to get a major political
position.

Kennedy Invited
ofla!d Dellums was there, but

his presence served primarily as a
reminder of the defeat of several
of hi radical colleagues in the
U.S. House of Representatives in
November. Ted Kennedy had
been invited to present a major
speech but didn’t show up, un
doubtedly because It would in no
waj enhance his reputation.

The leadership vacuum was fill
ed by the reputable Europeans.
However, apart from Brandt,
they represent socialist parties
that iave not formed a govern
ment for decades — like Mitter
and’s in France — or have recent
ly been ousted by centrist forces.

The answers which the confer
ence suggested for the major
problems of the 1980s lacked sub
stance. Brandt and den Uyl frank
ly faced the reality of the econom
ic crisis in the North Atlantic
countries. They admitted the cost
of production.ha,s Increased so im
niensely since 1970 that the very
basis for the welfare state is
endangered.

Hut there was no mention of the
fact that labor — socialism’s part.
ner in a’chieving a new social
order — has contributed a great
deal to this increased cost through
strikes and wage demands above,
a rise in productivity. On the con
trary; thete was unanimous
agreement on the necessity to
maintain the welfare state and to
expand it: Women’s income and
aid to the Third World must be
rapidly increased.

There should, of course, be no
argument on these points. But.
who will pay the bill In a stagnat.
Ing economy?

Increases in social welfare — at
home and abroad — can only be

paid for by decreases In consump’
tion on the part of those who have.
dependable incomes. Welfare
state libernliqm does not !ace this
question squarely. Welfare-state
socialism didn’t confront it either
at this conference.

Socialism prides itself on inter
nationalism. It favors the cause of
peace among nations. Speaker
after speaker denounced the nu
(‘lear arms race.

The European statesmen used
this opportunity to send indirect
messages to the new Reagan
administration about the U.S. in
sistence on modernizing NATO’s
nuclear arsenal which the leftist
parties in Europe are beginning
to questiob.

Such questioning must indeed
occur, also In Canada, which far
too quickly accepts Washington’s
direction in the defence of the
West.

No concrete suggestlone

But there must be a link be
tween the ideal of eliminating the
nuclear threat and reality. At this
gathering there were no concrete
suggestions about how we can re
duce arms and still keep the Rus
sian bear within its borders.

Den Uyl argued that Holland
should take unilateral steps In the
arms race, presumably meaning
his country will not be easily per
suaded to place new nuclear war
heads on its soil. Understandable
from the Dutch point of view. But
what does this kind of position-
mean for the future of NATO?

Socialism and imperialism are
in conflict. In many ways the rela
tions between America and Cana
da are marked by an economic
imperialism, in terms of which
the United States has managed
quite nicely to impose its will on
the Canadian economy.

One would have expected that
the democratic socialists in the
United States would open their
arms to fellow Canadian social
ists. After all, the NDP is the
major socialist organization north
of Mexico. But there was no lead
er of the NDP at this conference.
According to Harrington, Ed
Broadbent was invited but could
n’t attend. Are there then no other
outstanding democratic socialists
in Canada?

That shows American socialists
are not fully aware of the Cana
dian reality next door, despite the
rhetoric of internationalism.

Radical ideals fall
short of harsh reality
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Women’s Action continues support

After having been in existence for a •little more than 13 years, the Women’s
Action groups of the AACS continue to support our work in important ways.
In 1980 they assisted the AACS significantly by contributing $3500 to help
pay for a computer to handle our mailing. Over ten years ago the Women’s
Action paid for our original addressing machine which collapsed last year
after printing millions of addresses for AACS and related organizations.

This network of women who collect money from coin banks placed in hundreds
of homes across Canada were able to give another $1600 in 1980 as scholar
ship aid for two Institute students. Having recently scaled down from a
national board to the establishment of a solid network of contact people
nation—wide, this support group was able to contribute more in 1980 than in
the past number of years.

British Columbia:

Mrs. L. Dykstra
545 Walton Rd.
Richmond, B.C.
V7C 2L7

Alberta:

Mrs. Betty Eerkes
10823 149th St.
Edmonton, Alta.
T5P 1M4

Mrs. Nel Stadt
3959 Blenkinsop Rd.
Victoria, B.C.
V8P 3P8

Mrs. N. Slofstra
521 Broadway, Box 315
Redcliff, Alta.
TOJ 2P0

Southwest Ontario:

Mrs. S. Van Oosterom
1270 Pontiac Ct., Apt. 404
Sarnia, Ont.
N7S 4Y8

Toronto:

Mrs. R. Vander Veen
2 Arbordell Rd., apt. 4
Rexdale, Ont.
M9W 4C5

Eastern Canada:

Mrs. H. Mulder
10 Crawford St.
Brockville, Ont.
KGV lSl

Niagara:

Mrs. Ann Vandezande
483 Scott St.
St. Catharines, Ont.
L2M 3Xl

Mrs. B. Top
R . R . #2
Brampton, Ont.
L6V lAl

National Contact Person:

Mrs. Hermina Dykxhoorn
76 Juniper Cres.
Bramalea, Ont.
L6S lKl

We thank these women for their considerable help. The following is a list
of their contact people. Feel free to con
tact one of them if you wish to forward
what you have collected in your coin bank
and assist the AACS in this way, too.

Thirteen years of Women’s Action

8



Introduction

It is a healthy exercise to reflect once a
year on the events of the year. It is
important to look squarely at the things
that went well and those that did not, to
learn from them and to steer a future
course on the basis of what has been
learned. That learning from the recent
past must take into account the context
of several years past, and the planning
of the future course must envision the
next few years as well as the next few
months.(- In the course of this kind of reflective
planning there is danger of looking only
at the human level. Human efforts and
attitudes are vitally important. It is
certainly necessary to review
achievements and failures in terms of
the persons who were central figures.
Planning for the future cannot be done
without close consideration of the
persons and resources to do the job. It is
here that we must remind ourselves that
we need always to have in mind the
biblical teaching that it is fundamentally
God who builds the house and provides
the harvest. We may have joy in
achievement and sorrow in failure, but
always in the sure knowledge that the
results of our efforts lie in the hand of
God. We give thanks that we may be
instruments in His hand.

Institute for Christian
Studies
The academic work of the Institute has
two sides, teaching and research. Neither
of these has a very high profile, but both
of them, in their own different ways, are
intended to have a strong and lasting
impact on our society, and if done
faithfully their effects will be felt. The
teaching is planned so that future
leaders will have both a sense of
rootedness and of direction so that they

1080 AACS
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by Robert VanderVennen,
Executive Director

can indeed be leaders showing the way
of faith and obedience. The research of
the Institute scholars deals with the vital
religious heart of academic work, aimed
to help us be “transformed by the
renewing of your mind” (Rom. 12:2). The
research shows up in teaching, in writing
and speaking.

Most of us will more likely meet up
with Institute research in the form of
books than in other ways. Calvin
Seerveld’s new book, Rainbows for the
Fallen World gives us biblical Christian
direction in our thinking about and living
with the arts. His book explaining how to
read Numbers 22-24 was reprinted in
1980 under the title, Balaam’s
Apocalyptic Prophecies. During the year
he had articles accepted for publication
in journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism,
Studies on Voltaire and Eighteenth
Century Studies, and journal of the
American Scientific Affiliation which are
important in their own way but which
most of us will not likely see. His articles
published in Christianity Today and
Calvinist Contact in 1980 have a more
popular readership.

Other Senior Members in 1980 have
written articles for publication in such
periodicals as Theological Forum
(Olthuis), journal of Ecumenical Studies

(Vandervelde), and Fides et Historia
(Mclntire). Al Wolters had an article on
Plotinus and Indian Thought accepted in
the Proceedings of the 2nd International
Conference on Neopla tonic Studies. A
number of faculty members published
review articles on scholarly books.
Several others contributed articles to
Vanguard and other magazines. Al
Wolters edited the AACS quarterly paper
Anakainosis for which he wrote various
editorials.

On the subject of staff activities, it
may be noted that most staff members
are active in church activities also. Five
of the eight men who serve full-time on
the staff are elders in their churches,
four preach on a regular basis, and five
are members of committees of the
Christian Reformed synod. Thomas
Mclntire and Paul Marshall have
leadership positions in the Anglican
churches of which they are members.

Students
Student enrolment in academic programs
reached a new high in 1980. There are 43
students in the regular course program,
20 on a full-time basis with several of
the others writing thesis papers after
they have completed their course work.
Their academic ability is very high, and
they are very positive about what the
Institute is offering them. Student
maturity and commitment have become
a great asset of the Institute in recent
years.

Lambert Zuidervaart has returned to
Toronto after three years of study in
Germany. He expects to spend the first
half of 1981 in Amsterdam, after
finishing the first draft of his doctoral
dissertation, with the hope of receiving
the Ph.D. from the Free University in
mid-1981. We are eagerly watching his
progress as the first person to work for
the Ph.D. degree in our cooperative
program with the Free University.

Course Programs
A disappointment of the year was that
we needed to drop the Worldview
Program. Intended to be a one-year
academic program to bring together
foundational study with social action,

Association for the Advancement of
Christian Scholarship
229 College Street
Toronto, Ontario M5T 1R4
(416) 979-2331
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the program began with much promise
and hope in 1978 with six students under
the tutoring of Dr. Hart. In spite of that
good start, there were not enough
students to continue the program. Either
too few students are interested in that
kind of program or they think of the
Institute as a place for theoretical study
apart from the concrete working out of
theory.

The current Interdisciplinary Seminar,
at which all second-year students and
nearly all the faculty work together, is on
the theme, “The holistic view of the
human person” It is a research course in
which we are trying to gain a better
understanding of the nature of the
human person, with the special approach
being to study this one subject from a
number of sides, using the different
strengths of different persons. The
method is to work from basic biblical
givens to studies assisted by various
books. The full group meets on Friday
mornings, and sub-groups meet
periodically for more intensive study of
different topics on the same general
subject. The plan is to try to bring this
together into a publishable book at the
end. This is one concrete way in which
we are working as a community of
scholars.

Dr. Bob Coudzwaard, assisted by Dr.
George Monsma, taught a highly
successful three-week Interim course in
January in the area of economics. The
course drew a number of students from
Calvin College as well as from the
!nstitute and other places. It dealt with
fundamental Christian perspective in
economics and with types of government
economic policy. Two major papers have
been prepared from this course.

Institute Evaluations
During 1980 the Curators authorized a
series of examinations of the Institute by
scholars not directly involved in our
work. We had separate one-day
examinations by Dr. J.W. Kamphuis of
Queen’s University, Dr. A. Rotstein of the
University of Toronto, and Dr. N.
Wolterstorff of Calvin College. Before
visiting the Institute each of them had
read numerous documents from us, and
after leaving each wrote an independent
evaluation. Their assessments of
strengths and weaknesses were
distributed to all staff and Board
members, and have provided helpful
insights which we are using also in the
preparation of our Master Plan.

During the year we also had
examination visits of our work in
psychology by Dr. M. Vander Coot of
Calvin College and Dr. D. Moncrieff of
Salem Counseling Service. We consulted
with Dr. Coudzwaard and Dr. Monsma
about our work in economics while they
were at the Institute for their Interim
course. We expect to continue this field
by field evaluation in 1981.

Visiting Speakers
During the academic year the Institute

had a number of academic visitors who
gave lectures for staff and students.
Among them were W. Stanford Reid,
Alan Storkey, Carl Armerding, John
Badertscher, Harry Van Belle, James
Skillen, Robert Swierenga, Peter
Nijkamp, John Nota, Ruth Barton, Jacob
Klaapwijk, Anthony Tol, Elsa de Powell
and Elmer Thiessen. We also had a two-
day visit from the Rector of the Free
University of Amsterdam, Dr. H. Verheul,
and his assistant H. van der Velden.
These kinds of visits aru especially
important for a small school like the
Institute, and they are ilways
appreciated. Dr. Barton, who is a
university professor in Australia, spent
several weeks among us in connection
with her research program in the history
of science which she conducted at the
University of Toronto.

Academic Recognition
and “Bill 4”
From its earliest days the Institute staff
has worked to gain formal academic
recognition, some form of accreditation.
Academic affiliation with an existing
university was found not to be possible
in the past, and the government was not
willing to give the Institute legal status
by means of a charter. Consequently the
Institute had no real choice but to be
completely independent and to grant
degrees on its own authority and on its
own name.

The Ontario government has never
been happy with that kind of
arrangement — indeed it has been
abused by some groups which give
degrees without reasonable academic
standards — and in March, 1980, the
government’s Ministry of Colleges and
Universities introduced a bill to the
Legislature which would make that kind
of independent operation illegal. This
immediately oresented the Institute with
a problem, a threat to our very
existence.

First Response
Our first response was to meet with
Ministry officials, who confirmed for us
that the government wished to make
illegal any college or university
operation that was not covered by
affiliation or a charter or a similar
arrangement. We then appealed to our
Members and others whom we could
reach by letter and use of the media,
with the result that members of the
Legislature were bombarded with letters,
phone calls and personal visits on behalf
of the Institute and in protest to Bill 4,
as the proposed legislation was called.

This opposition seemed to have
surprised the government, which
reconsidered its position, as the cabinet
Minister of Colleges and Universities
informed us in a letter dated April 30;

“As you know, it has been a long
standing policy that there would be no
new free standing degree granting
institutions established in Ontario. We
have recently modified this policy to
allow charters to be granted to
theological seminaries and Bible colleges
provided that certain conditions are met
by the applicants. An important
condition is that the degree designations
clearly indentify the degrees as being
theological or religious.”

The government apparently hoped this
would satisfy us. In this they were
wrong, since we do not consider
ourselves to be a Bible college or
seminary and do not wish to be awarding
degrees in theology. The government
wants to identify education as being
either secular or sacred, and it does not
want any competition to its own secular
system of university education.

Affiliation and Charter
We told the government that we were
going to apply for a charter to give us
the right to continue granting the Master
of Philosophy (M.PhiI.) degree as we
have done since 1975. That would cause
a political battle that the government
would prefer to avoid. The government
responded by wanting to help us become
affiliated with one of the Ontario
universities. We have accepted that help.

At the end of 1980 we do not know
whether affiliation will become a reality,
even with government help. We are in
discussion with York University about
affiliation. The University of Toronto,
McMaster University and the University
of Waterloo have informed us that they
are not interested in affiliation with the
Institute.

At the same time that we are engaged
in discussions about affiliation, we are
also writing a charter for possible
presentation to the government. It would
be good to have both a charter and
affiliation, and the charter application
also takes the form of insurance in case
affiliation does not work out.

Possible Name Change
The charter application presents some
interesting questions for us, in addition
to that of which degrees to apply for.
One of these questions is structural, but
it might call for a change in name. We
are incorporated in Ontario as AACS, an
Association whose aim includes the
intention “. .to establish, control and
develop a Christian university”. If that
“university”, the Institute, receives its
own incorporation by means of a charter,
it must have control over its own
finances, faculty appointments, and the
like. But these have always been
structurally handled by the AACS. Thus
there would be the intersection of two
independent corporations in which the
AACS holds certain powers that need to
be in the hands of the Institute. The
solution we are proposing to this
structural problem is that, if the Institute
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is incorporated by means of a charter,
the AACS name and structure be
absorbed into the charter for the
Institute This would be merely a formal
legal hange however not directly
changing the authority structures or( programs of AACS/ICS. The same kind of
structural change was made in Alberta
when The King’s College received its
charter and in Ontario when Redeemer
College received its charter in December
1980.

A further question brought up by a
charter application is the requirement
that the Institute have an academic
Senate. This is the body that actually
grants the degrees, and it needs to have
its academic authority defined in the
charter. We are trying to find a way to
set this up so that the Senate will
contain a number of faculty members as
required by the government, but at the
same time have a number of qualified
academicians outside the faculty so
there can be supervision of the faculty.

The problem we have with the
government about independence applies
only to our master’s degree. The
instruction we offer toward the Ph.D.
degree is satisfactory to the goverment
because the students who take Ph.D.
study with us complete their
requirements under the supervision of
the Free University of Amsterdam, which
awards the degree, There is no problem
either, with our awarding the Certificate
in Christian Studies because that is not a
degree in the strict sense.

Extra expenses
All this activity has cost us much staff
time and therefore salary cost, and other
expenses such as mailings, travel and
legal fees. We are greatly encouraged by
the financial support of many persons,
and also of many Christian Reformed
churches. We have felt much prayer
support and have been strengthened by
many encouraging words during the
difficult times. The political response of
many persons and churches has been
most directly helpful, since letters,
phone calls and visits to legislators
clearly changed their attitude toward our
work, One happy spin-off of that change

has been the charter granted to our sister
institution, Redeemer College, to permit
it to begin instruction at the undergraduate
level in Ontario.

At this writing our future status is very
uncertain. Affiliation is not a very likely
solution, and a charter to grant the “non
religious” M.Phil. degree would be
opposed by the government and by the
universities. Although Bill 4 appears not
likely to be passed by this Legislature, it
will very likely be re-introduced in some
form after Ontario’s 1981 provincial
election. Please continue to pray that the
Lord will open the way for formal
academic recognition so that the
continued existence of the Institute as a
degree-granting school will not be
jeopardized.

Academic Travels
Our faculty members do quite a bit of
travelling during the year for academic
purposes as well as for public and
popular lectures. There are too many to
mention all of them here, but a few are
too important to miss.

Calvin Seerveld probably travelled the
most, since he was on sabbatical leave
for study in Europe. He visited museums
and archives in Spain, Italy, West and
East Germany, Austria, The Netherlands
and England, as well as speaking at a
conference in Yugoslavia and visiting
Czechoslovakia. He was assisted by a
scholarship from the Giorgio Cmi
Foundation. He reported to the AACS
membership on this sabbatical leave at
the 1980 annual meeting, and in the
November/December, 1980, issue of
Perspective.

Thomas Mclntire will probably win the
prize for widest travel in 1981. At the
start of his sabbatical leave for 1980-81
he left for India. He is doing research in
Indian understandings of history as part
of a book on comparative views of
history. The second half of his sabbatical
plan is to spend some months in England
doing research for his projected book on
Herbert Butterfield as historian and
religious thinker. He received a grant for
his sabbatical expenses from the Social
Science and Humanities Research
Council of Canada.

Another long distance traveller in 1980
was James Olthuis who accepted an
invitation to take part in a six-week
“Panel for Christian Science” at
Potchefstroom University for Christian
Higher Education, South Africa. He gave
a considerable number of lectures in
May and June at Potchefstroom and
elsewhere.

In October Hendrik Hart and Paul
Marshall gave lectures at the Free
University of Amsterdam as part of its
centennial celebration. Bernard Zylstra
represented the Institute as its Principal
at the centennial,

Institutional Relations
Recently the Institute has been
establishing relations with other schools
in fruitful ways. An informal three-way
relation with Calvin College, the Free
University and the Institute involves a
look at linkages with Third World
Christian educational institutions; it was
this interest which prompted a fact-
finding tour through Latin America by
Hendrik Hart last April. These three
institutions are sponsoring a conference
on philosophy in the Reformed tradition
scheduled to be held at the Institute in
August.

Next June we are co-sponsoring with
Fuller Theological Seminary ‘a
conference to be held at the Institute on
“Interpreting an Authoritative Scripture”.

Institute faculty members are
increasingly being asked to serve as
academic advisers and examiners in
graduate programs at other universities.
Most notable is the fact that Bernard
Zylstra has recently served as member of
the Ph.D. dissertation committee or as
external Ph.D. examiner for four students
at the University of Toronto.

Staffing Changes
In 1979, after detailed study of the
matter and with endorsement of the
academic staff and the Board of
Curators, the Board of Trustees decided
to suspend the faculty status of Arnold
De Graaff in view of a number of
problems he was experiencing, but to
continue his services for the year on a
half-time basis. During 1980 the Board



decided to terminate his services in the
area of psychology at the end of the
1980-81 academic year. The staff has
been asked to bring a recommendation
to the next Curator meeting regarding
the Institute’s future needs in the area of
psychology, making specific use of the
evaluation reports of Vander Coot and
Moncrieff.

Dr. Paul Marshall has been appointed
on a one-third basis for teaching and
research in political science. This
appointment was made because the
Senior Member in that field, Bernard
Zylstra, is also the Principal and
therefore has less than half his time
available for his own research and
teaching. Further, the student enrolment
in political science is the largest it has
ever been. Paul recently received his
Ph.D. from York University, where he has
also been teaching. In 1980 he also
received the M.Phil. degree from the
Institute on the basis of course work
taken with us several years ago plus a
thesis written recently. The outside
examiner for the thesis was Dr. C.
Orlebeke of Calvin College.

Educational Service
Outreach
The aim of this phase of our work is to
make available to people resources that
will help them in their own Christian
thinking and enable them to contribute
to the advancement of Christian
scholarship. These resources come
chiefly from the Institute but are not
limited to that, especially as Institute
alumni and a growing network of people
throughout the world become
increasingly productive in work at the
inner reformation of scholarship.

Publications
The AACS has played important roles in
the publication in 1980 of two academic
books each of which arose out of
lectures given at the Institute. One of
those is Capitalism and Progress by Dr.
B. Coudzwaard. AACS arranged for
Josina Zyistra to translate the book from

Family conferences
Dutch and arranged for its co- Courses for the public
publication by Eerdmans and Wedge. Book publications
The other book is Time and Again , a Campus outreach
Christian philosophical analysis of the
foundations of physics, by Dr. M.D.
Stafleu. The contents of this book were
presented at an Institute summer
seminar in 1975.

We are active in identifying and
distributing a growing number of
academic papers — currently 75 — both
published and unpublished, which show
Christian thinking in academic fields.
Much of the distribution is by a
subscription series which has about 300
subscribers.
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We have a number of lists of books in

subject fields, with our evaluative
comments, which are of special interest
to university students.

Campus Teaching Program
Our university campus teaching program
continues to serve students at
universities within commuting range of
Toronto. These courses set forth a
biblical Christian worldview and help
students with Christian perspective in
their fields of study. We have continued
from last year two courses at the
University of Toronto, one at
Scarborough College and one at
McMaster University. We have a course
for the first time at Guelph University,
taught by Richard Middleton. For the
first time we are teaching courses at
York University, where Bruce Clemenger
has two classes. Other teachers in these
non-credit courses, which meet weekly,
are Sue Bower and Brian Walsh. Brian
has served as consultant for people from
other organizations who are teaching
similar courses some distance away from
Toronto. We continue to send out copies

of our teachers manual which has been
used in a variety of places. Reports from
the students taking these courses show
that the courses are often a great
blessing in the lives of students.

All of this teaching service at
universities, and most of our other
university contacts, too, are in
cooperation with existing campus
ministries for whom we provide
academic resources. During 1980 our ties
were strengthened with such campus
work as Inter-Varsity, denominational
campus ministries, especially those of
the Christian Reformed Church, and the
Coalition for Christian Outreach based in
Pittsburgh. Our people are frequent
speakers at Inter-Varsity functions, and
again in 1980 Al Wolters and Bernard
Zylstra participated in the summer staff
training program of the Coalition. In
1980 all the new members of the
Coalition staff attended our Niagara
Conference as part of their training
program.

Family Conferences
Our summer family conference program

continues to be vigorous. Well-attended
conferences in Ontario, Alberta, northern
British Columbia and northwest
Washington were described in the
September/October 1980 issue of
Perspective.

Our annual Pastors’ Conference was
held in April with Dr. J. Klapwijk of the
Free University of Amsterdam as
featured speaker. A six-session winter
course on “Reading the Bible” was
offered in Toronto by James Olthuis and
George Vandervelde. Public lecture tours
were made in Alberta by James Olthuis
and in British Columbia by Thomas
Mclntire.

During 1980 the AACS contributed
$14,500 to the support of the Curriculum
Development Centre. Its latest
publication is a social studies book on
Japan. A growing emphasis in the work
of CDC is consultation and assistance to
schools and classroom teachers in
Christian schools, helping teachers do a
better Job rn planning and implementing
curriculum in the classrooms. AACS
financial support is programmed to
decrease at the rate of $5000 per year.

Dr R. VanderVennen,
Executive Director



More Academic Conferences
A policy change adopted by the Board
this year is a move to organize more
academic and professional conferences
at the Institute where people can work
together as Christians in thinking about
distinctive Christian perspectives in their
field. This may be in fields not taught at
the Institute as well as those that are,
and they may often feature speakers
from the Institute but just as often the
major speakers will not be from the
Institute. A major reason for this
increased emphasis on academic
conferences is that there are many
different fields in which a deepened
Christian reformation needs to be
stimulated, but the Institute will not be
able to expand into many of these fields
for many years. We have found that
some of our conferences have been
highly effective in this way, such as
those led by Bob Goudzwaard in
economics and by Dick Stafleu in
philosophy of science.

Other Services

Development
“Development” means telling people
about our work so they will accept and
use it, so thdt students will be attrdcted
to the Institute, and so that people will
wish to stand behind this work financially.
One ot the important services of
Development is to listen to what our
Members are saying, to report this to
staff and Board, and to respond to the
Members. This is an important function
of Board members, of course, as sell as
of staff members. Marcia Flollingsworth,
our Director of Development, is
especially in contact with Members
through her visits and throLigh
correspondence,. and other persons Tike
the Executive Director and the Institute

Principal are also active in this service.
A major feature of our Development

work in 1980 was informing our members
and the general public about Bill 4, and
rallying broad support for the Institute to
the Ontario Legislature. The Institute was
the subject of favorable articles in
newspapers in Toronto and other cities,
and such church papers as Calvinist
Contact, Christianity Today, Christian
Century and Presbyterian Record. A
barrage of letters, phone calls and visits
to legislators was very effective.

Major Development effort was also
put into relating with people who
expressed concerns during the year
about the lifestyle of some faculty
members, religious direction of the
AACS/ICS, unity of the faculty, and
issues of authority and leadership in the
organization. Meetings were held with
concerned individuals and groups. In
October the Trustees and Curators spent
a day together working through those
issues and writing a general response to
the various concerns. The six-page letter
of response is available to Members who
request it. The actions taken by the
Board and (ommunicated to people
seem to have satisfied most of the
concerned people.

For the past four years our dues and
donations income has been at a plateau
in the neighborhood of $250,000 to
$300,000 per year. This money comes
from approximately 2000 families and
individuals. This is a strong base of
support hut in an inflationary economy
we need a regularly increasing income
from these voluntary sources, since this
represents over half of our total income.
In 1981 we need to find ways of
increasing that level of support We
recognize that will not be easy in a
North American economy which is not
strong and will probably remain weak for
the next several years In the longer run
we need to have more donation money
come from lifetime savings, from the
proceeds of a home sold at high price

and similar increases in personal equity.
This will be a new type of donating for
most of us, but it seems to be an
inevitable as well as desirable means of
Christian stewardship in the future.

In April we received the benefit of a
one-day evaluation and consultation visit
from Robert den Dulk, experienced
administrator and fund raiser fcr
Westminster 1 heological Seminary. He
showed how we could tighten some of
our administrative procedures, and
offered much advice and suggestion
about public relations and fund raising.
He advised us to proceed with forming a
Development Council, a core of people
in various communities who will help us
inform people about our work and help
with fund raising.

Nick Loenen continues to serve us
well as full-time AACSIICS representative
in the West, centered in the ancouver
area. He does effective work with
university students as well as promotion
and fund raising. We continue to try to
recruit a person for similar work in
Ontario.

Business Management
We have decided to change the fiscal
year of the AACS from coinciding with
the calendar year to a year which starts
each July 1 and ends June 30. This will
not affect the receipting of donations,
which will continue to be based on the
calendar year for tax purposes, but it will
help us with accounting for expenditures
since the financial year and the
academic year will closely coincide. We
are making the transition during the first
six months of 1981 when we will have a
“fiscal half-year”. Our annual
membership meeting will then be
changed to come in April or May each
year, rather in late October.

We entered 1980 with the financial
burden of a deficit of $43,603 from the
previous year. This meant that we had
very little cash to start the year, and we
had to rely on borrowed money and rent
deposits to pay the bills during those
first months of the year when donations
are low. But the Lord remembered us
each month so that we were able to
meet our commitments, and overall the
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monthly deficits for 1980 were not as
high in 1979. We are deeply thankful to
all those who have helped us meet our
financial needs during the year.

At the end of 1979 Harry Vander Velde
resigned his position as our Director of
Business Affairs, and we promoted
Belinda Vaartjes to become our Business
Administrator. She takes care of our
bookkeeping and other financial matters,
and also many aspects of keeping our
building in running order. Dirk Jongkind
works half-time in building maintenance
and upkeep.

Administration and Governance
In 1980 the Rules for functioning of the
Trustees, Directors and Curators were
revised, following three years of study
and discussion. The authority of each
body and their relationships have been
clarified, also in relation to the staffs.
The Board of Trustees continues to have
overall authority for the direction and
basic policies of the AACS/ICS, as well
as all financial control, and in all their
actions they are subject to the Members.
The Board of Curators has academic
authority within the policies and
priorities of the Trustees. The Board of
Directors, which meets monthly, is the
Executive Committee of the Trustees.

In 1980 the Joint Staff Council had its
first full year of operation, and it has
been judged by all to have been a most
helpful invention for making
administrative-level decisions on matters
which involve both administrative and
academic concerns, It is chaired by the
Executive Director, and others who are
members hold the offices of Director of
Development, Principal and Registrar.

Reflection on the Year

The year 1980 has been one of the most
exciting and dynamic years in the recent
history of AACS and the Institute, We
welcomed much of the action hut not all
of it. There was the government move
with Bill 4, there was the joy of planning
for future years, and there was the
trauma which surrounded the dismissal
of Arnold De Graaff. Through it all was
the activity of a regular good year, a
year with its student achievements,
faculty publications, financial stability
and much more.

In 1980 the Ontario government
signalled that the Institute’s days of
independent freedom are nearly over. If
we live through another year we will
most likely see a marriage, either to a
university or to a charter. We stand to
lose some freedom either way. A
university will want some academic
control. A charter will structurally fence
us in, perhaps in the ways we do some
things and perhaps in the academic
programs and degrees we may offer. But

the marriage would also bring gain in
terms of formal recognition, the
“accreditation” we have wanted for
many years. There will be bargaining to
get as much as we can and to give as
little as possible.

The dismissal of a faculty member
was very painful for those closest to the
Institute, for the members of the staff,
Board members and active supporters.
Active discussions went on for well over
a year, as the Board attempted to be
pastorally Christian, weigh all sides of
complex questions, and give ample time
for reconsideration. The Board’s action
showed that it was willing to draw a
boundary line where it felt necessary and
was willing to discipline. It seems that
most Members approve the Board’s
action and support the leadership
it has given.

A Reforming Institution
It may not always be clear enough that
the Institute is an experiment in North
America. We simply do not have models
to follow. This was shown in a recent
article written for Eternity magazine
which said that until the Institute and
Regent College were started in the late
Sixties there simply did not exist in North
America graduate schools for Christian
laypersons who were not interested in
seminary education for a particular
church vocation. We have needed to feel
our way into curriculum and patterns of
research. We have experimented with

governance structures. We have always
wanted to be a reforming institution
where we settle matters on the basis of
biblical principle as we understand it,
rather than on the basis of conventional
wisdom. We have seen this in a new way
as we have talked with university and
government officials about affiliation
and charter — we do not fit existing
molds, we always fall into the cracks of
other people’s categories. In a way we
are glad about this. We want to continue
to be different, not for the sake of
difference itself but for the sake of
acting out of biblically-based principle,
which few in this world seem willing
to do.

Another side of our uniqueness is that
there is probably no other Christian
institution for higher education in North
America that depends on voluntary
donations to the extent that we do. The
basic reason for this is that we do not
have the combination of significant
income from government, tuition and
churches that other schools have. Where
else is a graduate school supported by
voluntary donations the way the Institute
is? Each year of our existence in this
manner is a miracle. Praise Cod for the
people who have a vision for what the
Institute is able to mean for churches
and for God’s people.

New Christian Colleges
Canada in 1980 has seen the first full
year of operation of The King’s College

I

AACS Comparative Budgets
(pre-audit figures for 1980)

Budget Prehminary Actual
Income 1980 Actual i’ft80 1979

(‘nera) Donations $111. (01) $224.79 $227,839

Membership Dues 45 (1(10 (73(98 4 1,597

Church Contributions 22,000 37,805 26,520

l( S Fut inn 27 000 3 746 20 461

Educational Services fees 72000 42,523 37932

Rental Income 130,000 132,S85 119,743

Other Income 6.000 15,406 9,441

Total Income $584, 300 $513,882 $485553

Expenditures

Institute for ( hri ti in Studies $201 100 193 631 $192 ‘(79

Educational Services 72,900 75,582 70,490

Student financial Aid 20,000 10,814 18,992

Curriculum )i’scInmi’it Centre 14,500 14,90)) 19,500

Administration and Development 1 69,900 1 33,307 1 22,245

Building Costs 105,900 111,238 104,950

Total Operating Expenditures $584,300 539,072 $529,156

Surplus (Deficit) 0 ($25,190) $143603)



Minutes of the AACS Annual Membership Meeting of the Association for the
Advancement of Christian Scholarship held Saturday, November 1, 1980 at 1 PM at
the Medical Sciences Auditorium of the University of Toronto.

1. The meeting is begun by community singing of three songs, led by Marcia
Hollingsworth and accompanied by Henry De Jong, Ary De Jong, and Carolyn
Sturtevant.

2. The President of the Association, Rev. James Joosse, calls the meeting to order,
reads Scripture from Isaiah 35 and leads in prayer.

3. After giving a brief evaluative summary of events of the past year, the chairman
introduces three members of the Board of Trustees who each introduce different
aspects of the five year master plan which is being developed by the board and staff:
Dr. H. Van Andel who outlines the goals for the Institute for the next five years, Dr. J.
Skillen who presents the objectives and programs of Educational Outreach, and Ms.

B. Westrik who identifies the financial needs to meet the goals and gives the plans to
meet them. Opportunity for questions and discussion follows.

4. Executive Director Robert VanderVennen reports on the status of efforts to gain
formal recognition for the Institute in the face of the Ontario government’s efforts to
restrict the granting of degrees. The chairman presents for adoption a resolution
prepared by the Board of Trustees seeking membership authorization to proceed with

negotiating a degree charter. After discussion, the following resolution is adopted by

the members: “It is hereby resolved that the Board of Trustees is authorized to enter

into negotiations and to recommend to the members all necessary measures toward

the passage and enactment of a Private Members Bill by the Legislature of the
province of Ontario, merging the AACS and CS and continuing them as a new body

corporate having the purpose of an educational institution of higher learning and
with degree-granting status”.

5. The audited financial statement for 1979 is presented by Treasurer J. de Koning,

and is approved.

6. The budget for the six month period of January 1, 1981, to June 30, 1981, is
presented and adopted.

7. The accounting firm of C. Gruner is appointed as auditor for the 1980 operations.

8. A recess for refreshments and browsing at the book table provides a welcome

time of conversation and general fellowship.

9. The meeting is reconvened with more communal singing, following which Dr.
Calvin Seerveld gives an illustrated report to the membership of his sabbatical study
leave of absence during 1979-80 under the title, “A Sabbatical in 18th Century
Studies next to Dachau”.

10. The meeting is concluded with the communal singing of “Father, Help your
People”, and with closing prayer by the chairman.

1. Joosse, Chairman B. Westrik, Secretary

Members of the board of Trustees and
Board of Directors in 1980
Rev. James Joosse (President), pastor.

Calgary, Alberta
Mr. Marinus Koole (Vice-President of

Trustees and President of Board of

Ms. Karen De Waal, homemaker,
Sarnia, Ontario

Mr. James Marshall, project manager,
Toronto, Ontario

Rev. Bastiaan Nederlof, pastor,
Hamilton, Ontario

Rev. Peter Nicolai, pastor,
Toronto, Ontario

Dr. Edward Piers, university profes;or,
Vancouver, British Columbia

Dr. Theodore Plantinga, editor and
translator, St. Catharines, Ontario

Mr. Wietse Posthumus, lawyer,
Toronto, Ontario

Dr. James Skillen, college professor,
Sioux Center, Iowa

Dr. Henk Van Andel, university professor.
Montreal, Quebec

Dr. John W. Van Dyk, research chemist,
Wilmington, Delaware

Members of the Board of Curators in
1980
Dr.Peter Schouls (Chairman), university

professor, Edmonton, Alberta
Dr. Kenneth Piers (Vice-Chairman),

college professor, Grand Rapids,
Michigan

Dr. Richard Longenecker, university
professor, Toronto, Ontario

Dr. Lawrence Lynch, university professor,
Toronto, Ontario

Mr. John Olthuis, research director,
Toronto, Ontario

Dr. Paul Schrotenboer, ecumenist,
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Dr. Gordon Spykman, college professor,
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Dr. John Van Dyk, college professor,
Sioux Center, Iowa

Academic Staff of the Institute for
Christian Studies
Bernard Zylstra (Principal), S.J.D.,

political theory
Arnold De Graaff, Th.D., psychology
Hendrik Hart, Ph.D., philosophy
Paul Marshall, Ph.D., political theory
C. Thomas Mclntire, Ph.D., history
James Olthuis, Ph.D., theology
Calvin Seerveld, Ph.D., aesthetics
George Vandervelde, Th.D., theology
Albert Wolters, Ph.D., philosophy

Administrative and Educational Services
Staff
Robert VanderVennen, Ph.D., Executive

Director
Marcia Hollingsworth, Director of

Development
Nick Loenen, Field Representative
Dorothe Rogers, Institute Administrative

Assistant
Rosanne Sweetman, Educational

Services Coordinator
Henriette Thompson, Secretary
Belinda Vaartjes, Business Administrator
Rita Vander Veen, Development Assistant
Brian Walsh, Educational Services

in Alberta and has seen a charter granted
to Redeemer College in Ontario. This
dramatically changes the landscape in
which the Institute operates, and we are
very happy and thankful for these
developments. There is not direct
competition between the Institute and
these colleges because the Institute’s
students are college graduates, not
college students. We will need to adjust
to a situation where sister post-secondary
schools are vying for financial support
and attention in an area where we are

used to being alone. The Canadian
landscape has so few Christian colleges,
though, that we welcome the academic
relations and supportive company which
their arrival brings.

Though we may have been busy
during the year, the year is not a record
of human achievements. We are thankful
to have been used by God, but we are
also thankful that we can testify that it
is His hand that has done it, not ours.
We work in faith, knowing that the
blessing is His. To Him be the glory.

(

(

(Directors), horticulturist,
St. Catharines, Ontario

Ms. Betty Westrik (Secretary), labour
researcher, Toronto, Ontario

Mr. Jan de Koning (Treasurer), university
tutor, Toronto, Ontario



Feedback to “The occasion of a week of centennial

celebration” by Robert E. VanderVennen

(

We have received five letters in resjonse to Hendrik Hart’s article in the
latest issue of Perspective about the centennial celebrations at the Free
University of Amsterdam. Four of them expressed unhappiness that the article
was as positive toward the Free University as it was, which suggested to the
writers that the Institute might be following the lead of the Free University
in a direction that they feel would not be good. The other writer said he
thought that Hart had struck just the right tone.

The matter seems worth sharing with our readers, partly as a move to opening
the pages of this paper to the voices of friends who differ with us on some
matters. Moreover, we recognize that this issue is important for the Dutch
Reformed people who started the Institute on the same basic principles as
the Free University itself was started one hundred years ago. A summary of
the points made by those four writers is given below, together with a reply
by Robert VanderVennen, Executive Director.

“I an disappointed by the generally positive evaluation given by Hart concerning the
direction taken by the Free University in recent years. The Free University should
not be the model used for the development of the Institute. The Free University
should not have decided to drop its character as a reformational university in favour
of an ecumenically Christian character. The Institute should not follow the Free
University in deciding (as Hart puts it) ‘not to reflect on the nature of Christian
scholarship so much as reflecting on scholarly questions as Christians’--that sounds
too much like the way many Christian colleges have gone in forsaking their Christian
educational calling. Furthermore, if you engage in dialogue with people from other
religious traditions, you cannot do that with integrity unless you use your own
tradition as a norm and are self-consciously committed to it.”

Reply:

The responses we have received to Hart’s article have all been written in a
constructive Christian spirit, and each has received a personal reply. To
the extent that there is some confusion and concern in the minds of some
people, it may be good to offer clarification of the issues in the form of a
statement which represents mainstream thinking at the AACS and the Institute.

In the first place, the AACS and Institute as an organization does not take
positions or make public evaluations of the religious strengths and weak
nesses of other Christian organizations. Individuals may wish to do that,
but an organization should not. However, what we as an organization must
do——indeed we do——is evaluate the kinds of relationships we maintain with
other institutions. The Institute will not evaluate the overall Christian
character of the Free University, but we examine closely the character of
the academic relations we have with the Free University, including our pro
gram at the Ph.D. level, and we will not compromise the Christian integrity
of our work in any academic relationship, whether with the Free University
or any other institution.

The Institute is firmly committed to being a reformational Christian insti—
tution, squarely based on the Bible and our Educational Creed which we
believe expresses the teaching of the Bible on matters of special importance
for our work. We are not moving in the direction of an “ecumenically Chris
tian institution” if that is understood as a “common—denomirator” direction.

17



We are committed to being “reformational,” by which we mean that God’s Word

is the constant guide for our scholarly activity. But reformational is not

denominational, and we are ecumenical in the sense that our work is directed

to Christians everywhere and we welcome support for the Institute from people

who accept our Educational Creed without regard to their denominational

affiliation.

We believe that it is important for us to reflect both on the nature of

Christian scholarship and on scholarly questions as Christians. The latter

means that we wish to engage in biblical reformation of scholarly work with

the full light of the Gospel and the best Christian tools we can find.

However, there is the danger that talking about Christian scholarship may

take the place of doing it. I have attended many Prayer Day church services

in which there was a good sermon about prayer but not much praying. We need

to think about what we are doing, but we especially need to be actually doing

it. The existence of the Institute must be justified on the basis of our

faithfully working at the inner reformation of scholarship as Christians, and

doing that scholarship with all the Christian resources that can be used.

The norm for evaluating other religious traditions than our own must be

Scripture. It is our conviction that in doing this evaluating one must be

as aware as possible of one’s own standpoint. You need to know where you

stand in order to understand where others stand. But the basis for evalua

ting others is not first of all your own standpoint, your own convictions.

The basic error of many people who feel that you are different from them is

that you are therefore wrong. To evaluate other religious positions you must

know your own position and be committed to it; you must evaluate the other

religious positions in terms of the Bible, not in terms of your own position.

It is important to recognize that the AACS and the Institute were started al— (
most 25 years ago largely by Dutch immigrants to Canada who had appreciated

the Free University and wanted a university like it in their new homeland.

In those 25 years the Free University has changed a great deal, including

change in much that was religiously distinctive. Understandably emotions

run high when people talk about the religious stance of the Free University

today. In general these people do not want the Institute to follow the pat

tern of change of the Free University.

Whether that pattern of change conforms to the Scriptures is something for

which the Free University is accountable. In any case, the Board and staff

of the Institute are committed to a religious development of the Institute

for which neither the Free University nor any other university is a model.

Our distinctive and independent model for development is rooted in beliefs

like the following which appear in our by—laws: “The supreme standard of the

Association shall be the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. ..“ and

all scholarship pursued in faithful obedience to the divine mandate will

heed the normative direction of God’s Word, will acknowledge His Law to which

creation in all its spheres is subject, and will bow before Christ’s Kingship

over all scientific work.”

Dr. Hart gives a more positive evaluation of the character of the Free Uni

versity than some others might wish to give. Because the AACS does not take

a position on the character of another institution, Hart was not speaking for

the AACS but for himself, even though he was writing in an official publica

tion of the AACS. (
The responses we have received to Hart’s article show a healthy concern
about the Institute, for which we are thankful. They admonish the Institute
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to hold true to its original Chiistian ideals, for only in that way can it
bear the fruit for, which its founders prayed andworked. Today we .reafirm
to those people that the Institute will continue to work with that biblical
vision of its founders, based on the Scripture and the reformational view
of life and the world.

Dr. Robert VanderVennen is Executive Director of the AACS.

Paul Marshall receives the M.Phil. degree
Dr. Paul Marshall, Sessional Lecturer in Political Theory at the Institute
since September, 1980, has become the fifteenth student to receive the
Master of Philosophy degree at ICS. Dr. Bernard Zyistra, Marshall’s main
advisor, presented his newest colleague with this degree at the recent
annual membership meeting of the AACS held November 1. Marshall is the
first graduate to receive the M.Phil. in political theory and the first
ICS graduate to join its teaching staff.

With a Bachelor’s degree from the University of Manchester, England, Mar
shall entered a Master’s degree program in geology at the University of

Western Ontario in 1969. In 1971 he came to the
Institute to study political theory. After
several years here, he continued his pursuits
in political theory at York University in
Toronto. He graduated from there with a Master’s
degree in 1975 and a Ph.D. degree in 1979. He
taught in the political science department at
York from 1976—80.

Before he took up his position as lecturer at
ICS, he decided to finish up the work which
remained on his M.Phil. thesis. Entitled,
“Quantification and Operationalism in the
Social Sciences,” his thesis deals with the
use of mathematics in investigating relation
ships in society.

Senior Member Zyistra (1.) con
gratulates Paul Mars-hall (r.) As he was presented with the third Master’s

degree of his lifetime, Marshall was called a
“bridge builder.” Zyistra noted how Marshall bridges ICS to York University
to Vanguard magazine, and to the Committee for Justice and Liberty in his
capacities as lecturer, graduate, board member, and researcher. He bridged
different areas of study when he moved from the natural sciences (geology)
to the social sciences (political theory).

He also bridges different spiritual trends because of his conversion as a
teenager by the witness of the Billy Graham crusade, his present membership
in the Anglican Church of Canada and his easy mobility among people of the
Reformed faith. Because he comes to Canada from England, he acts as a
bridge between nations. Furthermore, he acts as a bridge between people
because he can relate well to academicians, students, lay people and
politicians alike. “He has the ability to neutralize tensions and bring

clarity where confusion reigns,” said Zylstra.

Marshall’s interests include modern political theory, philosophy of science,
and Canadian politics. Besides lecturing part—time at the Institute, he is
political policy researcher for the Committee for Justice and Liberty.
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Marcia Hoflingsworth anticipates retirement from
AACS
Marcia Hollingsworth, Director of Development at AACS since 1977, has (announced her intention to return to school for advanced studies starting in
September, 1981. Although she wishes to continue to work with us on a part—
time basis while studying, it will be necessary for us to find a full—time
replacement for her in the next few months.

Marcia started working for the AACS in 1972 as assistant to John Olthuis who
was then Executive Director. When the Development
office was formed in 1975 she became Development
Assistant, and was promoted to Director on the basis
of demonstrated capability. Her work is very effec
tive and much appreciated by AACS members as well as
by AACS/ICS staff.

The Board of Trustees has appointed a committee to
search for a replacement, of which Trustee Jan de
Koning is convenor. We invite readers to suggest
candidates for this position, and invite people to
make inquiries on their own behalf.

Marcia is applying for master’s degree study in the
area of Adult Education at the Ontario Institute for
Studies in Education, the graduate Faculty of Educa
tion at the University of Toronto. She is interested
in a special program called “Developing Human
Resources” which increases skills in organization
development, staff training and consulting.

As her husband Kerry nears the completion of his Ph.D.
study in political philosophy at York University, Marcia is looking forward
to returning to school to build on abilities she has developed at AACS. We
wish her every blessing and will be keeping in close contact with her.

APPLICATIONS INVITED FOR DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

We invite applications and inquiries for the position of Director of Develop
ment at AACS. We also ask you to help us with names of possible candidates.
The person in this position is responsible for promotion, public relations
and fund raising. Needed for the work are good communication skills,
financial awareness and dedication to Christian higher education. Contact
Dr. Robert VanderVennen, Executive Director, at the AACS office.

Attention U.S. friends
Please note that as of January, 1981 the AACS Foundation in Michigan will
no longer be able to accept postage paid envelopes bearing their former
address (1677 Gentian Drive). Please discard any of these old envelopes.
Your donations should be sent to their new address:

3201 Burton StreOt S.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506

Marcia Hot tingsworth,
Director of Development

20



A message from Marcia

We extend a warm hand of thanks to our friends for all the gifts, cards and
,—

encouraging words we received in the last two months of 1980. We received
a total of $90,000 in donations duringNovember and December.

We estimated that we would need $120,000 in year end donations to eliminate
our $61,000 shortage incurred during January through April and meet our
remaining program expenses. With actual donations coming to less than this,
we ended the year with a $25,000 deficit. In other words, we spent $25,000
more than we received.

Considering the poor economy, high interest rates and the effect of
inflation on our program expenses, we ended 1980 fairly well. And our year
end picture is somewhat better than last year when we ended with a $44,000
deficit.

We receive over one—third of our annual donations in the last two months of
the year. January through April are usually very glean” income months.
During these months we spend more than we receive with the result that we
have to spend the rest of the year catching up.

An important question is whether we can change these financial dynamics in
1981. Please remember our financial needs also during the first busy months
of this year.

We are looking forward to a solid year of reformational teaching and re
search. We hope the Lord will use our contribution to a biblical reshaping
of scholarship in obedience to His call.

TAX RECEIPTS: All 1980 tax receipts were mailed by mid-January. If you are
missing a receipt, please contact us giving the details.

AACS Remittance Form
The AACS san association of over 2.000 Members and other friends outside Canada can 0 Enclosed are membership dues.
members from 13 countries worldwide. Its financially support AACS by making a 0 Enclosed is a donation.
purpose is to promote Scripturally directed donation to the following organizations. 0 Enclosed is a subscription fee.learning and biblical reformation of scholarship. Receipts for tax purposes are issued promptly.
Its main project is the Institute for Christian 0 1 would like to become a Member.
Studies, a graduate school for research and u.s. Send me an application.
teaching. AACS Poundation

3201 Burton Street S.E. Name

_____

The membership fee is $50. year, $5 for full Grand Rapids, MI. 4956
time students. A lower dues payment is Address
accepted where thefe is financial difficulty. The Netherlands
Dues and donations are tax deductible. Calvinistic World Association
Perspective newsletter is sent free of charge to Potgieterweg 46
all members and contributors. Non-contributors 1851 Ci Heiloo Postal Code
are asked to pay a subscription fee of $5 per (gironummer 17 75 496)
year.

AACS
229 College Street
Toronto, Ont.
M5T 1R4
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AACS/ICS news

* The Canadian Campus Crusade for Christ recommends AACS publications in its
1980 issue of Campus Communicator, in an article entitled, “How to Develop

a Christian World View,” written by Campus Crusade staff member Glenn Smith.
C.T. Mclntire’s book, God, History and Historians is recommended in a sepa
rate article in the same issue.

* Joseph John, Institute student in 1976—77, is featured in an interview
article in a recent issue of Impact, publication of the Singapore Youth

For Christ. Joseph is a staffworker with the Fellowship of Evangelical
Students in his home town of Singapore, and is an associate therapist in the
Counseling and Care Centre there.

* Executive Director Robert VanderVennen was recently elected president of
the Canadian Scientific and Christian Affiliation, an association of

Christians who are scientists and wish to witness and reflect on science
from a biblical perspective. Bob has been a member of the national Execu
tive Council for the past four years and is secretary of the Toronto local
section.

* Calvin Seerveld’s article “Relating Christianity to the Arts,” was pub
lished in the November 7, 1980 issue of Christianity Today. The same issue

carried an extensive report on the Ontario government’s Bill 4 and its
threat to the legitimacy of the Institute.

* “Facing the New Corporatism,” the text of a lecture given by Institute
fellow Dr. Sander Griffioen in 1978 at the Social Action Conference of the

Christian Labour Association of Canada (CLAC) has just been released as a
joint publication of CLAC and the Work Research Foundation. In this lecture
Griffioen gives an analysis of some of the most critical maladies of recent
20th century society and shows how Christian social action can respond to
the threat posed by the new corporatism. Copies of the text may be ordered
from ICS at a price of $1.25. Griffioen taught economic theory at ICS from
1976 to 1979. He is currently professor of economics at the Free University
of Amsterdam and occupies a chair in Christian philosophy at the University
of Leyden.

* Bernard Zyistra attended a conference on “European Socialism and America”
in Washington, D.C., on December 5 to 7. (See review of conference on

page 7.) He made use of this visit to Washington to meet with John Bernbaum
of the Christian College Consortium, Robert Hanrin of the C.S. Lewis Insti
tute, Jim Wallis of Sojourners, and Joyce Ribbens Campbell of the Association
for Public Justice.

* George Vandervelde’s doctoral thesis entitled “Original Sin——Two Major
Trends in Contemporary Roman Catholic Interpretation” will be reprinted by

the University Press of America this year. It was originally published in
1975 by Rodopi Press in Amsterdam.

CAMPUS OUTREACH

—Brian Walsh recently had two contributions published in Radix magazine.
The July/August issue carried his review of Alan Storkey’s book, A Chris
tian Social Perspective, and the November/December issue included an
article entitled, “The Insistent Widow——Prayer in the Kingdom of God.”
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-A series of lectures is being presented by ICS junior members Jon Chap
lin, Sue Bower and Malcolm MacRury at Ryerson Christian Fellowship in
Toronto this semester. The series is called “Christianity and Scholar
ship and their Relationship to Vocations.”

—Junior Member Richard Middleton spoke at the Inter—Varsity Christian
Fellowship group at Trent University in Peterborough on the topic
“Practical Atheism” on December 2.

—About 100 students from the campuses of Wilfrid Laurier, Waterloo,
Guelph and McMaster universities attended a seminar on “The Biblical
Perspective” led by Richard Middleton. This was an Inter—Varsity whol—
istic evangelism conference held at Wilfrid Laurier University on Janu
ary 10.

-“Culture and History in Christian Perspective”was the topic of a pre
sentation made by Richard Middleton at an Inter—Varsity meeting held
January 15 at the University of Guelph.

-3rian Walsh spoke to the Teacher’s Christian Fellowship at the University
of Toronto on January 5. After presenting a slide/tape show on the
Christian worldview, a discussion on the implications of such a world—
view for education ensued.

-Junior Members Sue Bower and Malcolm MacRury spoke to the Inter—Varsity
group at Erindale College on “Our Task as Agents of the Kingdom” on
January 6 after which they presented a slide/tape show on a Christian
woridview.

-Junior Member Bruce Clemenger spoke to the Inter—Varsity group at York
University on “Liberation and Reformation—-A Christian’s Responsibility
in Society” January 14.

Festschrift for Professor Van Riessen planned
Professor Hendrik Van Riessen plans to retire from the Free University in
September, 1981, at the age of 70. Senior Member Bernard Zylstra feels that

this event will represent the end of anera in the history
of Christian philosophizing in Holland since Dr. Van Ries—
sen is the last professor of the immediate post—1945
period in the history of reformational philosophy to retire
from active service. He added that, if Vollenhoven and
Dooyeweerd can be viewed as the founders of modern Calvin—
istic philosophy, Van Riessen, along with S.U. Zuidema,
J.P.A. Mekkes, and K.J. Popma, belongs to the second
generation of leaders.

Besides being a prolific writer and respected teacher, he
is recognized as an outstanding leader in education, church
and community activities. He has also served in several
capacities for the Anti—Revolutionary political party in
the Netherlands.

One expression of appreciation for Professor Van Riessen’s
Prof. H. Van Riessen services will be the publication of a festschrift, a col—

lection of essays written by colleagues or former students
in honour of their friend and teacher. Among the contributors will be Profs.
Johan van der Hoeven, M.F.G. Marlet, C.A. van Peursen, Egbert Schuurman,
Hendrik Hart and James Olthuis.
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Calvin College and ICS to hold economics conference
A two day conference is being planned by ICS and the Calvin Center for
Christian Scholarship (CCCS) of Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan, to
be held at the Institute June 5 and 6.

This conference will be aimed primarily at those who have some familiarity
with the issues in the field of economics. However, the evening session of
Friday, June 5 will be open to all and is entitled “General Economic Norms
and Principles—-Scriptural Basis.” Other topics planned for presentation
and discussion are “Methodology in Economic Science,” “Labor in Enterprises,”
“Role of Labor Unions,” “Families asProduction and Investment Units,”
“Firms and Decision Making Relative to Products,” “Role of the Government,”
and “Churches and Voluntary Organizations.” A prepared response will follow
each presentation.

The conference will be led primarily by members of the CCCS team of scholars,
including Carl Sinke, George Monsma and John Tiemstra, all of Calvin; Alan
Storkey and Fred Graham, who are visiting scholars at Calvin this year and
fellows of the CCCS; and one or two Calvin students.

The Center has sponsored three previous year—long projects that have sought
to relate scholarship to Christian life and work in such areas as natural
resources and stewardship, education and reason. This year its members have
been focussing their attention on an intensive study of Christianity and
economics. One of their aims is to produce a book which could be used at
colleges and universities as a supplementary reader in courses dealing with
Christianity and economic theory and practice.

A major goal of the upcoming conference is to acquaint people in the Toronto
area with the work going on at the Calvin Center this year and to solicit
comments about their research from the conference participants.

OTHER CONFERENCES

Interpreting an Authoritative Scripture——a conference co—sponsored by Fuller
Theological Seminary and ICS to be held at the Institute June 22—26.

RationaZity in the Caivinian Tradition——a conference sponsored by Calvin
College, The Free University of Amsterdam and ICS to be held at the Institute
August 3—8.
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