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Schouls leads conference on the roots
of modern science by Paul Marshall

On Monday, August 6th, at the height of Toronto’s
sweltering summer, various philosophers and other
fellow scholars gathered for a week—long conference
at the Institute for Christian Studies. The theme
of their reflection was “Descartes, Locke and
Modern Science,” and it was generally agreed that
they found their excursus from more pleasant climes
to be well worth the effort. The conference was
organized by Al Wolters of the ICS and Peter
Schouls of the University of Alberta.

The core of the conference was a series of lectures
by Dr. Peter Schouls, ICS Curator and Professor of
Philosophy at the University of Alberta, on method
(i.e. ways of going about philosophy) in Descartes
and Locke. The lectures were based on Schouls’
book on that subject, to be published by Oxford

Schou7s and Wolterstorff: University Press this fall.
learni.ng from one another

Locke and Descartes are usually held to be the
“fathers” of modern empiricism (emphasis on experience) and modern rationalism

(emphasis on the powers of reason) respectively, and are generally viewed as

representing two widely divergent viewpoints within philosophy. Schouls ar

gued, however, that both these men show a basic agreement about how to pro

ceed philosophically. They both hold that one must break down the ideas
being considered into their constituent parts and then recompose these parts

to produce clear and justified knowledge. Such a method has been an important

part of both the empiricist and rationalist traditions and, in Anglo—American

circles, has often been thought of as philosophy itself. When this method is
imposed on philosophy it often produces a fragmented view of the world.

It is not only in philosophy that such an influence has been important.

Schouls showed how in Locke’s political theory this method resulted in a



stress on individuals, as the basic units of

society, and may have been a factor in the
growth of liberalism. In biblical study it

produced an emphasis on isolated texts to be

used in building up propositional theology, a

view which, as respondent John Vanderstelt oft’

Dordt College pointed out, is still pervasive

in much of North American evangelicalism.

Schouls’ presentations were not all that were

on the menu. Hendrik Hart of the ICS opened

the conference by portraying the late medie

val and early modern background in which these

developments took place. Roy Clouser of

Trenton State College discussed the fundamentals of Dooyeweerd’s transcen

dental critique in a paper which, besides its other virtues, was a model of

clarity and straightforward prose, an example which one hopes will be emu

lated. Arie Leegwater of Calvin College showed the importance of the method

of analysis and synthesis in Newton’s work and hence its impact on modern

science, and suggested that Newton’s method was one possible source of the

present breakdown in understanding the nature of science.

Perhaps the highlight was the closing day which featured a paper by Nicholas

Wolterstorff of Calvin College on “Christian Philosophy and the heritage of

Descartes,” with a response by Johan Vander Hoeven of the Free University

of Amsterdam. The lecture, response and discussions were programmatic in

nature (i.e. how should we as Christians proceed?). It’s hard to summarize

the discussion without distorting it, but it centered on the fact that

human responsibility lies at the very roots of most of our knowledge and

action. It was suggested that Christian philosophers should turn away from

a Cartesian preoccupation with foundation and should instead explore the

implications of this responsibility.

The conference was a great success. It proceeded at a leisurely pace, allow—

ing for plenty of coffee time and post—meeting discussions which can be as

important as the formal sessions. It was a joyful conference where parti

cipants, despite their differences, took pains to listen to, to be patient

with, and to support one another in their efforts.

There was a widespread desire for a further conference to pursue the themes

introduced on the last day. The only question was, how long will it take us

to do our homework so that the next discussions can be as fruitful as these.

Dr. Paul Marshall, a former Institute student, is on the staff of the CJL

Foundation and teaches political philosophy at York University in Toronto.

(
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AACS summer conferences — the conferees report

Seeking to be a light for a society at the crossroads by Nicho 1-as Terpstra

The reformational movement has often adopted the bib

lical imagery of salt and light when speaking of its

role in modern culture. These images reflect the con—

viction that our place in culture is not on the side

lines but in the centre or, God willing, in the van

guard. We may not rest content either with the
rejection of culture or with a few well—informed opin

ions on the causes for its downfall; the task of

Christians is to work obediently for the renewal of
all creation.

But having prided ourselves on our knowledge of this

truth, many questions remain regarding the extent to

which we have actually lived it. Have we become ac
tive in culture? Are we truly its salt and light?
Or does our fine perspective represent more posture
than substance?

Such challenges were put to the participants of this

year’s AACS Niagara Conference by Dr. Maarten Vrieze, professor of philosophy

at Trinity Christian College in Palos Heights, Illinois, in his lectures on

“Biblical Renewal for a Collapsing Society.” Through a brief investigation of

the nature of society and an analysis of both the historical roots and present

‘3tate of western culture, Vrieze emphasized the urgency of these challenges.

He traced the roots of modern culture to the 1500’s, when many social activi

ties (e.g., education, trade, labour) were freed from the unifying and direct

ing influence of the church and assumed a more independent status. This free

dom allowed for the greater development of these spheres or activities, but

it also threatened to bring about disintegration; the diverse threads of

human activity could not be woven into the tapestry of culture without dome

unifying perspective.

In this crucial moment, Vrieze said, Christianity failed in its cultural task.

As Lutherans and Anabaptists turned their backs on such unspiritual work and

Calvinists turned inward to theological reflection, it was left to the human

ists to pick up the shuttle and begin the weaving of culture. But now, after

400 years, the bright light of humanism has dimmed, and our culture is again

at a crucial juncture.

Countless thinkers are questioning humanist assumptions. Since culture can—

not exist without a unifying perspective, it can be said that the loss of

perspective raises the threat of the total fragmentation of society. Faced

with this, what is the response of contemporary Christians?

Vrieze expressed his fear that we will respond the same way that Christians in

the 1500’s did, and he warned that this is the last chance for Christians to

take an active role in unifying and directing culture. Reformational Chris

tians are, he claimed, as guilty as others in confining their discussions to

( issues that interest only a small and relatively closed group. Our failure

to work with other thinkers who are also questioning the foundations places

us, in Peter Steen’s words, “irretrievably on the sidelines,” barely aware of,

Dr. Maarten Vrieze
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1
much less well—informed about, the deep
searching of society and of its intellectual
leaders. As a result, we have failed to
stand firm in the faith that God’s Word can
effect change.

Vrieze’s lectures gave a sobering reminder
of the necessity for Christians to go beyond
sideline rhetoric to active participation (
in current debates, speaking to contemporary
problems in contemporary language. While
this approach to reformation and renewal may
present a somewhat frightening task, Vrieze
emphasized that we must bear in mind that
Christ makes all things new; since the very
structures of society are in the grip of
Christ, we can break through and work for the
liberation of culture.

This theme of hope and renewal was dealt with
more explicitly in the sermon given by Rev.
B. Nederlof of Haniilton on Sunday morning,
at a worship service attended by 1100 people.

The conference theme of “The Groaning of
Creation for Restoration” was further elabo
rated in five workshops dealing with the
doctrine of creation, the concept of know
ledge, social action, stress, and the place
of the church in the renewal of society.
In addition, workshops were organized for
those interested in such concrete actions as (
food and housing co—ops. The Fellowship

Festival on Saturday afternoon gave us a chance to meet old and new friends;
fellowship continued in the Sunday services and around countless coffee cups
and campfires. The weekend was a fine time for those to whom it has become
something of an annual reunion of. friends and acquaintances.

In retrospect, the conference served as a reminder of the task to which we
have been set. In confining our discussions on “the groaning of creation for
restoration” to our own, comfortable circle, we often lose the awareness that
it is an acute groaning——one to which we as Christians must respond. In that

response——a year round, life long task——we may hope in the Lord’s strength
and blessing, becoming more truly the salt and light of modern culture.

(See page 15 to order cassette tapes of the Niagara conference lectures.)

What does liberation mean today? by Ko Spyksma

How do you put into words a feeling of being full of the Lord and yet having
so many questions, of wanting to celebrate His goodness and yet not knowing
where to go from here, of having held hands together in searching for God’s
will today and yet feeling a little lonely in working it out? How do you
explain knowing that God is so very near and yet not knowing exactly which
steps to take first? Wrap all these things up, add 93 adults and 50 children,
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much planning and prayer, a beautiful terrain, a chapel and dining room, and

you have the western AACS conference at Whidbey Island, Washington.

From B.C. , Washington, and Alberta the people came, sleeping bag under one

arm and Bible under the other. We came not knowing how our theme “Liberation

or Discipleship” would develop but knowing we are one in the Lord. Many of

us did not know each other, but we felt the tie that binds us together.

r. Gordon Spykman, our main speaker, confronted us in three sessions with

the fact that the tie that binds stretches outside our own communities and

has no bounds. It reaches those countries where people live in poverty and

hunger, where people cry for a free and just way of life. He faced us with

the problems of Latin America where 5% of the population is rich and there

is no middle class. He outlined the development of Liberation Theology in

Latin America, a theology that stresses God’s love for the poor and oppressed,

and calls urgently for Christians to work for social justice. He explained

how Christians in Latin America feel they have no choice but to join Marxism

in a “radical redistribution of goods and wealth so that all people share

equally.” The question was asked, “Does the gospel have anything to say to us

and to them?”

Spykman pointed out that sola scriptura still holds today. It’s only by God’s

word that we come to know Him-—His word spoken in creation, written in the

scriptures, and personified in Jesus Christ. His word speaks to us now about

our wealth, our life styles, and our societal structures. He pointed out that

how we read the Bible is related to how we live a Christian life. God con

tinues to reveal Himself. “His revelation is never finished: it’s living,

dynamic and ongoing.”

“How then shall we live?” was the question laid before us. If we are liberat—

red, liberated from what and unto what? Liberation begins with being free from

in through Jesus Christ-—free to be His disciples, His stewards, free to

serve. When God called us to be His disciples He asked us to walk with Him in

humble obedience; when He called us to be His stewards, He asked of us a cer

tain lifestyle. Several practical suggestions were offered but as we listened

and talked and prayed together we began to realize that the beginnings to a

solution for Latin America and many other places lie with us, in how we res

pond to God’s word.

For three days we swam, canoed, laughed, cried, prayed, danced, worshipped,

and enjoyed the participation of toddlers and teenagers. We watched slides

from Argentina and enjoyed a presentation by the “Covenant Players.” We sang

old favourites and learned new songs. As we parted there were still many

questions but these two lines went with us: “Ponder anew
What the Almighty can do.”

.4)
4

4.,

:5
Keep your eye on the ball! Kids’ workshop Dr. Spykman (right) with

conferees
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New wineskins for Christ’s new wine by Annette Vander Meulen

• . . liturgy and new wineskins...?! Is there
a connection? Are there absolutes that may
be applied to liturgy? What about the plac€
and purpose of the second service? And what
about the character and frequency of commu
nion? These were some of the questions and
issues that the 400 or more conferees
thronged to the Alberta AACS Conference,
August 3—6, in Didsbury, Alberta, to discuss
and struggle with.

In his first lecture guest speaker Dr. Nick
Wolterstorff, from Calvin College, Michigan,
addressed us on the historical roots of our
present liturgy. He explained that our
structure for the preaching of the Word has
its roots in the Jewish synagogue, and that
our Lord’s Supper celebration takes its f or—
mat from Christ’s Last Supper in the Upper
Room.

In the afternoon, Wolterstorff addressed us
on “Liturgy: our future.” He showed us
that our liturgy must be characterized by
dialogue between God and His people. Litur
gy must be the vehicle through which the
greatness of God must be acknowledged and
we as God’s reborn creatures must be edi
fied and encouraged to renewed obedience.
If our liturgy is not a means to this end,
it can be just empty ritual.

A quiet moment Wolterstorff outlined seven principles to be
used as guidelines in creating and develop
ing a sound liturgy: it must be biblical,

confessional, catholic, pastoral, permit people to respond to God, allow

people to perform actions that fit with their humanness, and allow for spon—

taineity within structure.

The implications of Wolterstorff’s opening addresses were worked out more

concretely and extensively in the workshops on Sunday and Monday. Dr. Kobie

Kioppers described the historical development of Christian music and stressed

that if music is to have a place in our worship service it must enhance the

concept of liturgy as a dialogue. Jo—Ann Salomons led a workshop on “Art

in the Church” in which she showed how art has been neglected in our churches

and pointed out ways in which art could be used meaningfully to enrich our

worship services. Claire Wolterstorff addressed us on “Women in the Church:

has God forgotten to be gracious?” in which she shared her personal struggles

and anguish in trying to put her talents to use within the structure of the

church. Dr. Wolterstorff led a workshop on “Criteria for Judging Liturgies.”

After talking for a day and a half about liturgy, the two worship services
on Sunday, held in cooperation with the Red Deer Christian Reformed Church,
were an appropriate climax, for they concretized and implemented much of what1
we had discussed. The highlight for most of us was the celebrationof the
Lord’s Supper in the evening service. Communicant members came forward to

Querying the speaker
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receive the elements. Non—communicant members and children also came forward

to be instructed with their parents and friends so that the Lord’s Supper

was indeed a communion. The loaves of brown bread and bottles of wine had

a simple dignity and concreteness. For most of us, it was a somewhat new

experience, a very positive and meaningful one indeed. The Lord’s Supper

( served as a compelling memorial nourishing and refreshing us for service Mon—

day through Saturday.

rhroughout the conference, there seemed to build up a sense of liberation as

we gained insight into the often illogical development of our present liturgy.

We began to see that when liturgy becomes an end in itself, it is merely

ritual, ritual that must be challenged. However, we must not only challenge

our present liturgy but we must also have positive alternatives. Our respon—

sibility is to see that the old wineskins——the rituals that no longer serve

well——are exchanged for new wineskins so that the new wine of our celebration

in Christ may be experienced meaningfully by all!

From the Principal’s point of view
by Bernard Zyistra

The fiftieth anniversary of Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia,

Pennsylvania, the the opening of The King’s College in Edmonton, Alberta are

highly significant events in the history of Christian higher education in the

reformed segment of evangelical protestantism.

( Westminster was founded in 1929 under the leadership of Dr. Gresham Machen,

who had defended the historic reformed tradition at Princeton Seminary when

liberal protestantism took over the spiritual direction at that institution.

Westminster was founded as a response to the decline of confessional ortho

doxy at Princeton. This origin explains the intensely critical character of

Westminster with respect to any major weakening of the authority of Holy

Scriptures.

Looking back over five decades of theological development, we must congratu

late Westminster with the outstanding contribution it has made to orthodox

protestantism in North America and other countries, notably Japan and Korea.

The scholarly quality of the work of men like Machen, Stonehouse, Young,

Woolley, Van Til and many others is beyond dispute. Especially the work of

Van Til in apologetics stands out as an original feature in twentieth—century

American reformed thought.

At the same time, we would be amiss in overlooking certain weaknesses in the

contribution of Westminster. It has been quite difficult for Westminster to

overcome the negative image which its controversial origin understandably

brought with it. Its theology has often been more critical than constructive.

It has subjected the theologies of Barth, Bultmann, Tillich, and the liberal

interpretations of Scripture to a necessary critique, but it has not developed

alternative reformed positions of the same breadth and depth as its opponents.

Here lies a major challenge for Westminster in the years ahead.

( Moreover, Westminster is a theological school. We need these. But at a much

earlier stage in the secularization process of Princeton University, which

grew out of American Presbyterianism, the defenders of orthodoxy should have
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seized the opportunity of establishing a Christian university in America.

This is what Abraham Kuyper did in founding the Free University of Amsterdam

when faced, not only with theological liberalism but with the secularization

of European culture. Until today, protestant orthodoxy in North American

has not faced this society—wide secularization head on. Therein lies anothe.

task that hopefully will be clearly understood and courageously undertaken

by Christians spiritually akin to Westminster.

This brings me to The King’s College in Edmonton. This new institution is C
highly significant for many reasons. Its major support is the reformed com

munity in western Canada that entered this land in the early part of this

century and in the years immediately following the second world war. King’s

thus has a concrete base of support in that segment of God’s people which is

spiritually linked with the broad vision of Abraham Kuyper. The King’s

College in many ways embodies the confessional vision represented by Calvin,

tbrdt and Trinity Christian colleges in the USA. The taskof King’s will be

to translate that vision at the undergraduate level in all of the major

disciplines of modern university life.

But it is remarkable that The King’s College has been able to gather behind

it many Christians who are not part of the “Dutch” reformed community. It

is beginning in an ecumenical setting that Calvin, Dordt and Trinity Chris

tian colleges have not been able to achieve until now. King’s thus has be

fore it the challenge to show that the vision of Christian scholarship that

motivates its staff and constituency is not an ethnic quirk, but a genuine

embodiment of Biblical religion in the realm of learning which can gain the

enthusiastic support of Christians from many backgrounds.

Finally, The King’s College is significant on the Canadian scene because

Christian undergraduate colleges are not a real part of Canadian culture.

Here we note a difference between the USA and Canada. The King’s College

represents a challenge to educational socialism in the provinces of Canada,

whereby the state controls education. We hope that the province of Alberta

will acknowledge the rightful existence of The King’s College by granting

it a charter with all of the rights it needs. We further hope that such a

step in Alberta will be an example to all the other Canadian provinces,

including Ontario, which has systematically secularized its entire educa

tional system and has dictatorially refused financial support and accredi

tation to non—secular institutions of higher learning.

We thank God--for Westminster Seminary and The King’s College! May they

live long, true to the light of Holy Writ and protected by the freedoms of

a just state!

(
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Goudzwaard wifi teach intensive three-week
economics course in January by Brian Walsh

In the January/February issue of Perspective it was announced that Dr. Bob

-

Goudzwaard of the Free University of Amsterdam would be guest professor in

( economics at the Institute for the 1979—80 academic year. Because of a

serious car accident this summer in which Bob’s wife Rinie was injured, our

plans had to be cancelled. We are now very happy to announce that Dr.

Goudzwaard will join the ICS for the month of January, 1980, to teach a

three—week interim course entitled “Towards a Christian Economic Theory.”

Combining and condensing his earlier plans to teach two courses this year,

Goudzwaard will now teach the interim course in two sections. For the first

two weeks he will discuss “Basics of a Christian Approach to Economics.”

Beginning with an analysis of the presuppositions of contemporary mainstream

economic theory and contrasting those with the basic components of a Chris

tian woridview, Goudzwaard will then explore the desirability and feasibili

ty of pursuing an alternative direction in economic theorizing.

The discussion will focus on the biblical notion of stewardship and the re—

lation between stewardship and the normative demand for careful, useful and

fruitful administration of goods and resources. Specific issues that will

be dealt with in this course include: the concepts of production, consump

tion and cost, economic causality, economic theory as a social science and

economic theory in its relation to the socio—economic order. This theore

tical work will then be tested in terms of concrete issues like: the

economic value of the present market system, a critique of the choice of

needs in contemporary society, the origin of cyclical disturbances, struc—

tural unemployment, and the economic problems of third world countries.

The analysis of these issues will provide a transition to the second section

of the course which will deal with “Principles and Practice in the Political

Economy.” This will constitute the third week of the course. After a brief

overview of systems of economic policy since the middle ages, Goudzwaard

will pay more detailed attention to contemporary problems. Such problems

as the task of the state in the economy, the problems involved with inter

ventionism, and issues generated by the international monetary system will

be addressed from a Christian perspective on economic life.

Running from Monday, January 7 to Friday, January 25, the course will meet

daily for both morning and afternoon sessions. It is a graduate course in-

tended for graduate students in economics and related fields, and is also

open to persons involved in social action organizations. Fourth year eco

nomics students are also encouraged to apply. For applications, bibliography

and further information write to the ICS. All applications should be in by

December 1. The fee will be $75 ($35 for students paying full time tuition

elsewhere).

In an age in which mammori is served rather than God, Christians. must have a

clear view of the meaning of economic life. Goudzwaard’s course promises to

aid the participants in gaining such clarity of vision.

Brian Walsh is a graduate of the Institute., and is presently working for the

AACS in campus outreach and student recruitment.
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ICS Junior Members 1979-80

A. Full Time

Susan Bower
Bruce Clemenger
Kiyotaka Doi
William Garfield
John Hiemstra
Clarence Joldersma
Malcolm MacRury
Neil Powers

Area

Philosophy
Economics
Philosophy
Political Theory
Political Theory
Political Theory
Political Theory
Political Theory

Maryland
Ontario
Japan
Michigan
B.C.
Ontario
Ontario
Pennsylvania

B. Part Time

Kathy Brouwer
Yael Barbour

Biblical Foundations
Biblical Foundations

Ontario
Ontario

Returning Junior Members

A. Full Time

Thomas Burnham
Kanji Fuki
Rick Kleer
1vid Koyzis
Makhudu Mamabolo
Pichard Middleton
Herbert Myers
Michael Reilly
Robert Rogers
Jan Ruiter
Marty Ruiter
Bruce Weinstein

Political Theory
Theology
Economics
Political Theory
Psychology
Theology
Theology
Theology
Philosophy
Woridview
Woridview
Economics

M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
Certificate
Certificate
M.Phil.

New Jersey
Japan
Ontario
Illinois
South Africa
Jamaica
Jamaica
Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania
Australia
Australia
Pennsylvania

Psychology
Theology

M . Phil.
M.Phil.

Ontario
Ontario

(far left) George Vandervelde
talks with new Junior Member John
Hiemstra and his wife Shirley
at the Institute opening
celebration

(left) Clarence Joldersma and
Susan Bower: conrparing notes
after a class

(

New Junior Members

1

Home
Program
at ICS

M . Phil.
Certificate
Certificate
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
Certificate
Certificate

(
(

B. Part Time

Ken Van Wyk
Don Wheaton

10



Courses offered at the Institute 1979-80

Following is a brief description of courses offered at the Institute for

4 Christian Studies during 1979—80.

Biblical Foundations with G. Vandervelde and J. Olthuis

This course is intended to be a seminar for reflection on the biblical Scriptures with

emphasis on how to read and understand theni. The work concentrates on a close study

of biblical writings and major biblical themes as an aid in developing a woridview

which integrates life and provides a basis for academic theorizing. It is required of

all first-year students. The seminar includes: (1) how to read the Bible: hernieneu

tics, (2) the nature of the Bible: its scope, structure and authority, (3) basic

biblical themes including Creation-Fall-Redemption-Eschaton, Covenant and Kingdom,

Soul, Body and Image of God, and Church, and (4) communal comparative exegesis of a

biblical book to be selected by the participants. Books to be read include works by

Ridderbos, Childs, and Rogers and McKim.

Philosophical Foundations with A. Wolters

Required of all new students, this course meets every day, morning and afternoon, for

the first two weeks of the year, and then periodically throughout the rest of the

year. It begins with the historical and religious background of reformation philosophy,

stressing the theme of creation-fall-redemption (or salvation as re-creation), with

its twin foci of structure (understood in terms of creation ordinances) and direction

(the spiritual opposition between renewal and perversion of creation). This is followed

by an introduction of the key categorial distinctions in cosmonomic philosophy. The

rest of the course will explore the systematic elaboration of these distinctions in the

thought of Vollenhoven and Dooyeweerd, especially as this diverges from other common

philosophers. Texts to be used are Dooyeweerd: Roots of Western Culture; Kalsbeek:

Contours of a Christian Philosophy; and Stevenson: Seven Theories of Hwnan Nature.

Systematic Philosophy with H. Hart

This is a reading course in Dooyeweerd’s philosophy, conducted by means of intensive

line by line study of 100 pages of the New Critique of Theoretical Thought, to examine

all problems, unclarities, objections, disagreements and possible meanings of the

text. The objective is to show students how to read a philosophic text very closely,

so that from this course students will be able to read and interpret any philosophic

text. Students are required to read through all three volumes of this work on their

own, and to write a major paper comparing Dooyeweerd’s treatment of a given philosophic

problem with that of another thinker.

History of Philosophy with A. Wolters

This seminar, entitled “Plôtinus and His Impact on Augustine,” will look closely at

Neoplatonism, especially in the philosophy of Plotinus, and at some of the continuities

between his thought and that of Augustine. The focus will be on the ‘philosophical

anthropology of both men, highlighting especially the nature of Augustine’s fateful

synthesis of Biblical and Neoplatonic themes and his struggle over the years to come

to a more consistently Biblical position.

Political Theory with B. Zyistra

The first half of this course deals with “The Crisis of Liberalism” especially as it

exists in Canada and the United States with the phenomena of empire, the mediating

structures in society, and the problems of the welfare state. This requires a careful

reading of two major texts of Locke and Rosseau. The second half of this seminar is

on “Afrikaner Nationalism and its Impact.” It will analyze the background of Afrikarer

nationalism and the rise of black consciousness, together with the impact of Afrikaner
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nationalism on the political, legal, economic and ecclesiastical structures of South
Africa. The main theoretical problems to be considered will be the structural rela
tions between state, nation, and racial groups, as well as the impact of modernization
on non-western culture.

Systematic Theology with G. Vandervelde 1
This seminar, entitled “Trends in Contemporary Roman Catholic Theology,” will explore
basic issues such as the understanding of grace, the relationship of nature and grace,
and Christ and cultuie in terms of the understanding of the person and work of Christ
(cross and atonement) emerging in contemporary Roman Catholic theology. The basic
readings include books by Rahner, Kung, Schillebeeckx, Boff, Kasper, Schoonenberg
and Sobrino.

Philosophical Theology with J. Qithuis

Dealing with “Theological Anthropology,” this seminar will investigate the tangle of
issues surrounding the nature of man and woman. After initial discussion of the
Biblical givens and introduction to basic anthropological models, attention will be
given to the imago dei, humankind as male and female, the mind-body problem, evil
and humanness, and immortality. The focus throughout will be on developing a holistic
integrated view of the human person.

Philosophy of History and Historiography with C.T. Mclntire

The seminar “Comparative Views of History” will involve a study of a variety of ap
proaches to understanding history and histo±iography, to learn from them for build
ing up a Christian view of history that pertains to everyday life. Some of the views
open for study include Early Christian, Greek, Marxist, Positivist, Historicist,
Analytic Philosophical, Neo—Marxist, Contemporary Christian, and Indian. These will
be studied in turn over a period of years, with the views studied in a given year to
depend partly on the interests of the participants and partly on the progress of Dr.
Mclntire’s own research. Matters to look for in each view of history include its view
of: the dynamic of history, the factors of history, time, the human and the non-human,
evil and salvation, the meaning of history, and implications for historiography.

Psychological Theory with A. De Graaff

The seminar on “Basic Issues in Psychology and Psychotherapy” will center on such baic
issues as: what does psychology study, psychology as the study of behaviour and the
influence of a biologistic view of man, contours and implications of a Scriptural
view of man as an alternative to the above, psychology as the study of the sensitive
dimension of human life, sensing, feeling, emoting, the place of sensitivity in the
whole of human life, the universal scope of psychology, and methodology in psychology.

There is not a seminar in Aesthetics this year because of Calvin Seerveld’s
sabbatical leave for research and writing.

HOW’S THE MONEY SITUATION AT AACS?

With a few months remaining in 1979, we are working hard to wipe out our
current shortage of $80,000 by the end of the year. A shortage this year
could mean that we would have to borrow the money from the bank at 14% inter—
interest next year. We ask all our members and friends to help as they are (able. Special thanks to all who have given “a little extra” for Our shor
tage. It’s a great encouragement to your entire staff.
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No muted colours
The following meditation was given by Dorothe Ellens at the closing chapel service of the

- AACS/ICS Fall Retreat. It is based on two Scripture passages: Genesis 37:1-20 (the story
‘ of Joseph and his coat of many colours) and Genesis 1:20-27.

(And God looked at His creation and He saw that it was good. A hawk soars
through the sky, an eagle builds its nest. A mountain goat finds its way
with sure footing; the Leviathan counts iron as straw and bronze as rotten
wood. And God asks, “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the
earth? Tell me if you have understanding!”

Job answers, “I know that You can do all things, and that no purpose of Yours
can be thwarted.”

God’s hand cares for His creation. He gives the leopard spots, He colours
green a praying mantis. Nestled in the sand, a kildeer’s eggs •cannot be
sighted. The polar bear—-a living lump of snow. God gives the protective
gift of camouflage to some of His creatures.

In His image God created man and man sinned. Out of rebellious mankind God
in His wisdom chose His covenant people. God singled them out. Not because
of our deserving, not because we were the best of the bunch; even our sins
are forgiven, not so much that we will be relieved of guilt, not to make us
feel better, but because God declares, “I, I am He who blots out your trans
gressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your sins.”

God singles out His people and dresses them with a princely robe, a coat of
many colours. No camouflage for man. We stand rainbow coloured in God’s

(Ncreation, a bright target for secular jokes, the laughingstock of unbelievers;
we stick out like God’s sore thumb. “Your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see
visions.” It’s no easy assignment to bear the mark of God’s choosing. The
temptation will constantly be there to have the coat on insideout. That way
we can mute the colours and blend in a little with the world. You can’t walk
away from sin dressed like a throbbing neon light.

But God calls us to obedience. In our academic research at the Institute——no
muted colours. We must show boldly that our scholarly study unfolds as ser
vice of the one true God. Maybe at the risk of being stoned to death, or
more likely of being ignored to death. We will be mocked and hated because
we interrupt the direction of the world. We will stand out peculiar, and
the world will ridicule and plot against the light. We will grow tired, im
patient, scared; but God calls us back. He promises that His burden will be
light; we can do all things, not camouflaged, but under the protective gar
ment of His rainbow.

“Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary,
his understanding is unsearchable.
He gives power to the faint,
and to him who has no might he increases strength.
Even youths shall faint and be weary,
and young men shall fall exhausted;
but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength.
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,

13 they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.”



From the edge of the Pacific

News items from Nick Loenen, our Western Representative in Vancouver, B. C...

Christian Faith and Political Renewal
North America has 40 million born—again, Bible-believing Christians includ

ing the U.S. President. Do our politics reflect this fact? Our society

tolerates a host of abominations against human life and dignity, and we

allow our politicians to pass laws that legalize such acts. How can Chris

tians allow God’s Word to renew politics? Plan to attend a series of four

lectures, held in Vancouver, entitled “Christian Faith and Political Renew

al.”
Friday, October 12 - Dr. Irving Hexham of Regent College - Christianity and Culture

Friday, October 19 - Dr. C. Thomas Mclntire of the Institute for Christian Studies -

Revolution, Reform, Reaction, Renewal
Friday, October 26 - Ed Vandekloet of the Christian Labour Association of Canada -

The Poverty of the Rich
Friday, November 2 - Gerald VandeZande of the Committee for Justice and Liberty Foundation -

What is new in Ottawa
The series is jointly sponsored by the AACS, CLAC and CJL Foundation. The

same series will be offered in the Victoria Christian Reformed Church on

four consecutive Thursdays starting Thursday, October 11, with Rev. H.

Van Andel speaking on The Task of Reformed Christians in Canada Today. For infor

mation on locations and times, see local announcements or call Nick Loenen

in Richmond, B.C. (phone 274-3868).

Dr. Edward Piers and Dr. Bart VanderKamp will again teach a Christian Per

spectives course for science students at the University of British Columbia.

Those interested should call Dr. Piers, 274—3219.

If you are a college or university student in the B.C. Lower Mainland this

year inform us and we will inform you. (AACS Western Office, Richmond, B.C.,

tel. 274—3868)

AACS Remittance Form
The AACS is an association of over 2.000 Members and other friends outside Canada can U Enclosed are membership dues.

members from 13 countries worldwide. Its financially support AACS by making a U Enclosed is a donation.
purpose is to promote Scripturally dirccted donation to the following organi/ations. n Enclosed is a subscription fee,
learning and biblical relormation ol scholarship. Receipts br tax purposes arc issued promptly.

Its main project is the Institute for Christian
I would like to become a tvlemher.

Studies, a graduate school for research and u.s. Send me an application.

teaching. AACS Foundation
1677 (lentian Dr. 5. E. Name

The membership fee is $50 year. S5 for full Grand Rapids. MI 49508

time students. A lower dues pavment.ts Address —

accepted where there is financial difficulty. The Netherlands

Dues and donations arc tax deductible. Cabvinistic World Association

Perspecilie newsletter is sent free of charge to Potgieterweg

all members and contributors. Non-contributors 1851 C.l Hiloo Postal Code

are asked to pay a subscription fee of $5 per (gironunimer 17 75 496)

year.

AACS
229 College Street
Toronto. Ont.
M5T 1R4
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Need some reading for a rainy autumn day?

Most of the papers and tapes listed below have arisen out of the Institute’s

‘fork in the last few years. Please check off the items you wish to order.

Papers

Schuurman: Technology in a Christian-philosophical perspective 75

— Mclntire: God’s work in history--the post-biblical epoch 1.00

— Hart: On the distinction between Creator and creature 75

Dooyeweerd: The secularization of science 75

— Hart F Olthuis: Theses on science and revelation 75

— Fernhout: Man--the image and glory of God 1.00

— Sinnema: An exposition of Romans 9:1-29 1.00

Runner: Christianity and humanism 75

— DeGraaff Olthuis (eds.): Toward a biblical view of man--some readings (190 pp.) 5.50

— Hermann: University study in Christian perspective 75

— Diemer: Miracles happen--toward a biblical view of nature 1.00

Seerveld: A cloud of witnesses and a new generation 75

Wolters: Facing the perplexing history of philosophy 75

— Griffioen: The cry for more and more 75

— J.A. Olthuis: Economic growth--blight or blessing9 1.00

— Wolters: The foundational command--subdue the earth 75

Tapes of the 1979 Niagara Conference

Maarten Vrieze: Biblical renewal for a collapsing society (part I) 4.50

Maarten Vrieze: Biblical renewal for a collapsing society (part II) 4.50

John Bolt: What has the doctrine of creation to do with our idea of society?. . 4.50

Hendrik Hart: The wisdom of God and the foolishness of man 4.50

Harry Antonides: Social action--alternative Christian perspectives 4.50

Ken Van Wyk E Mary VanderVennen: Coping with stress in a disintegrating society . 4.50

Louis Taimninga: The place of the church in the renewal of society 4.50

Worship service led by Rev. B. Nederlof 4.50

Vesper service led by Rev. M. Greidanus 4.50

(Nine-tape set - $37.00)

Other items that may be of interest

A list of all our papers

A list of all our tapes

Information on the AACS Academic papers subscription series

Information on the academic programs of the Institute for Christian Studies

Information on the quarterly academic journal Anakainosis

Bibliographies of important books to read in:

— Political theory

Theology

Education

— Faith and science

— Aesthetics

History

Economics

I enclose $_____ (including 75 postage E handling) for the papers I have ordered.

Send to: Name

___________________________________________

ORDER FROM:
AACS

Address

_______________________________________

229 College St.

__________________________________________________

Toronto, Ontario
M5T lR4

15



Xô’

Here are His first—fruits for His servant’s work. May He multiply this and (
your other support 100 times! He does “own all the cattle on a 1000 hills.”

(p.s. If God can work in New York City, it ought to be a snap for Him in
Toronto!)

New York City

Please keep sending Perspective, and any other materials that will keep me

informed on AACS/ICS activities and developments.. .Also, I would personally
like to know what some of the conclusions on the Marxism seminars were. How
does a Christian respond, what position can we take? A guideline and a means
of dealing with this ominous ideology (and a way of life for some) would
certainly be helpful.

Mexico

Response: Thank you for your encouraging letter... The results of our research
on Marxism will come out (in a year or so) in the form of a joint book writ
ten by all the participants in that seminar. . . In the meantime, while you wait
with bated breath, I am sending you two issues of Vanguard magasine which
contain articles on the Christian response to Marxism.

Cheer up! Christ is the one who carried our burdens away. You, as a special
servant of His body may joyfully do your task of keeping track of things,
defining needs, and reporting to the AACS membership. And Christ’s Spirit,.
who is also the comforter, will move the membership to a response according

_

to His good pleasure. So do not worry! “Let not your heart be troubled; be\
lieve in Christ” and His victorious Kingdom, which will stand even long after
the AACS has gone the way of all “flesh.” (Short $90,000? Over about 1800
members? $50 each. Cheque enclosed.)

B.C.

Why does this always happen to me? Each time I add a periodical to my list
of subscriptions I tell myself i shall faithfully read each one on a regular
basis in order to avoid weeks like this. With no sermons to write this week,
I have encountered the happy (?) challenge of wading through a stack of maga
zines, journals, newsletters, (bills), letters, bulletins in an effort
to achieve something preciously rare in my life: the exhilaration of
CATCHING UP on all of them: Alas my finitude has overwhelmed me again. Hav
ing counted the costs in terms of my marriage, my pastoral responsibilities,
etc. . .1 have decided that the exhilaration will have to be postponed till
later. I suppose that’s not so bad. I trust that persons like me will be
able to spend at least a small portion of eternity in the new earth catching
up on some of the being-made—new—but—still—tainted—with—the—old periodicals
before digging into the perfectly new products of the Kingdom—fully—come.
So why am I sharing this with you? I’m not sure anymore. The fact is,
though, that this morning I have caught up on Perspective... .For the oppor
tunity to share in your work I praise the Lord and thank Him and YOU from the
depths of my heart. I am genuinely excited about the work of brother
Mclntire on Butterfield and a Christian approach to/understanding of history

• . .Enclosed is a cheque for the following publications. . . In closing, all I
ask is that you honor my intentions and not hold me accountable to read
EVERYTHING you send my way.

Alberta
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Please send me the following articles.. .Being a “religious studies” major,

I would appreciate any advice as to further readings, articles, and books

that pertain to this area from the perspective (confession) of the cosmo—

nomic school of thought. You are providing an incalculable service to the
many of us who desire to make a good and truthful apology of our faith to

( :‘ur unbelieving professors. A note of encouragement: we are beginning
this semester a Bible study in “Doctrine of Creation: a Biblical view of

an.” Your materials will be our secondary source.

California

May this gift be as a mustard seed, that the Lord sends a flame of His Holy
Spirit into Christians’ hearts, in love for His Kingdom.

Alberta

Each time I read Perspective I am impressed at the work you are doing. I

like the tackling of fundamental issues and questions that baffle our society

from a Christian position. Keep it up. There are few schools in North
America that deal with the questions as deeply as you do. Now I am involved
in a master’s program in psychology.. .do you have any work in a Christian

position of psychology? The faculty is nearly all humanistic and atheistic
in their thinking.

California

We support the Institute for Christian Studies 100%. Maybe not financially,

but the way we feel about it, we thank God for the work you are doing. There

are many causes like this one which we feel are equally important. There are

so many things which require money. We are not in a position to give large

donations, so at this time I will enclose a $5 donation.

Alberta

When we moved to

_____,

I wrote you a letter, that we are changing our support

to King’s College in Edmonton, and that we did not want to support the AACS

any more.

Alberta

Enclosed please find a cheque... I read your July/August Perspective last

night and felt you people needed the money much more than I needed a trip to

California to visit my daughter and grandson. Yesterday Air Canada phoned to

say the cheap air rates to the states are off due to interference from the

U.S. government. I had a reservation to go on Oct. 12 but rather than pay

the $108 more needed to pay the full amount, I feel it will do more good at

the Institute. . .My prayers are with all of you. May God continue to bless

you as he has done in the past. . .Sure wish I could persuade my son to spend

a year at the Institute. It would be an answer to prayer.

Manitoba
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AACSIICS news
* At the opening convocation of The King’s College, Edmonton, Alberta, the

AACS and Institute for Christian Studies were represented by Robert

VanderVennen, Executive Director of the AACS. He spoke briefly on September

1 at the annual business meeting of the association which has given birth to.

The King’s College, bringing greetings and congratulations from the AACS and(

Inst itute upon the founding of the college. A large percentage of the people

who attended the meeting are themselves members of the AACS. On September 3

he took part in the processional at the formal academic convocation and in—

auguration of Dr. Sidney De Waal as the first president of the college, an

impressive event attended by 1100 people. The AACS and ICS are delighted

with the founding of this new Christian college which is dedicated to the

same kind of Christian higher education as is the Institute, serving at the

undergraduate level as a sister institution to the Institute (which serves

students who have graduated with the bachelOr’s degree from a college like

King’s). There are very few Christian colleges in Canada, so the need and

opportunities are great, as is reflected in the very strong enrolment of 75

students in the first class. We pray for God’s great blessings on the facul

ty, staff, students and supporters of The King’s College.

* Hendrik Hart attended the two—day regional conference of the Christian

Philosopher’s Association on August 27 and 28 at Wheaton College, Illi

nois. .The conference dealt with various topics of interest to Christian

philosophers concerned about the relation of their faith to problems in their

profession. A discussion of Wolterstorff’s book Reason Within the Bounds of

Religion and a paper by Dewey Hoitinga on the ethics of professions were

among the main items.

* ICS Curator Paul Schrotenboer was an observer at the conference on “Faith

Science, and the Future,” sponsored by The World Council of Churches at

the Massachusetts Institute of Technology for two weeks in August. C.T.

Mclntire attended the final two days when the subgroups of the conference re

ported their written findings to the entire body of participants, some 300 in

number. Mclntire was impressed with the Christian conviction evident in the

documents as the participants sought both to understand and to do something

practical and Christian about the immense issues relevant to science and

technology——epistemology, history, urbanization, capitalism, energy, nuclear

power, natural resources, computers, and much more. Further small conferen

ces on the relation of faith and science are being planned, and Mclntire

hopes someone from ICS can contribute to them.

* George Vandervelde reports on his attendance at another conference:

The Jubilee Conference held from August 31 to September 3 in celebration

of the 50th anniversary of Westminster Seminary was organized around the

theme “Interpreting God’s Infallible Word.” The focus on “God’s infallible

Word” served to highlight the reason for establishing Westminster Seminary

50 years ago. The addition of the word “interpreting” provided sufficient

lattitude to include a great variety of topics and approaches to Scripture.

These lectures were presented in more than 20 seminars, as well as in two

public meetings. Needless to say, in the two days I was present I was able

to attend only a few of these seminars. These were of high caliber. Yet,

more important than the content and quality of these seminars was the oppor

tunity to be present at Westminster on this occasion to join, on behalf of
the ICS, in celebrating God’s blessing upon an institution that in turn has
been a blessing to many in the North American ecclesiastical world. Moreover,
this occasion presented a welcome opportunity to become acquainted informally
with many of the faculty members of the Seminary as well as with those of
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other seminaries represented at the conference. Personally and by way of an
official letter the ICS conveyed its wishes for God’s richest blessings upon
Westminster Seminary as it faces the challenges of the next decade.

4%,* Immediately after the second world war professor Herman Dooyeweerd entered
the battle for the spiritual and political direction of The Netherlands

by assuming the editorship of a weekly cultural periodical. The articles he
)vrote for this magazine are Dooyeweerd’s clearest statements about his view

of biblical Christianity as it clashed with the spirit of humanism. These
articles were later collected in a book entitled Vernieuwing en Bezinning’
(1959). The major part of this book has recently been published in English
translation by Wedge in Toronto. The translation was prepared by John Kraay
of the Free University of Amsterdam; the final editing was done by Mark
VanderVennen, a philosophy student in Pittsburgh, and Bernard Zylstra of the
ICS.

The book is an excellent articulation of the vision for which the AACS/ICS
stands. It should be widely read and discussed by leaders in the Christian
community, by students who are faced with the impact of secular thought, and
by anyone who desires to struggle with the question of Christianity and cul
ture. Now entitled Roots of Western Culture: Pagan, Secular and Christian
Options, this 228—page book is available from Wedge (229 College St., Toronto
Ontario M5T 1R4) for $12.95.

* For some time the existence of Vanguard magazine has been in question be
cause of financial difficulties. As a result of a very positive response

to an appeal for support, and because of a change in budgeting for the staff,
Vanguard will continue to be published. In the past it was published by
Wedge, which will assume past deficits but which has relinquished ownership.
Bert Witvoet will be manager. Two ICS Senior Members, Wolters and Zyistra,

(will
remain members of the editorial board. Anyone interested in a sub—

)scription ($8.00) or a sample copy should write: VANGUARD, c/o Wedge
Publishing Foundation, 229 College St., Toronto, Ontario M5T 1R4 (temporary
address).

* Calvin Seerveld presented a paper at the Fifth International Congress on
the Enlightenment held in Pisa, Italy, August 27—September 1. He spoke

on the problem of “periods” in art historiography. He showed how certain
important Marxist, Roman Catholic, and Humanist art historians and thinkers
have conceived the Enlightenment period and have evaluated the rococo art and
literature of 1715—1760. He then tried to present an alternative method he
is developing, from a reformational Christian philosophical position, working
out of the historiography beg.un by Prof. D.H.Th. Vollenhoven. Seerveld was
challenged by different professors from East Germany and France, and he
entered into discussion with American authorities in the field. An official
summary of his paper is scheduled to appear in Studies on Voltaire and
Eighteenth-Century Studies.

* While in Italy Calvin Seerveld travelled to Poggio Ubertini outside
Florence, to meet and talk with some members of the Evangelical Brethren

Churches of Italy, who are friends of former ICS Junior Member Massimo
Rubboli. Massimo is working with Pietro Bolognes and Stefano Woods, publish
ing articles to deepen the vision of their fellow believers on our Christian
responsibility in societal life.
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AACS Annual Meeting — October 27, 1979

Vision and Direction for the 80’s:
a challenge for AA CS/ICS

Medical Sciences Auditorium
1 King’s College Circle
University of Toronto

1:30 p.m. The year in review
led by Rev. James Joosse, President of the Board of Trustees

* Report on AACS and Institute programs in the last year

with evaluations of their strengths and weaknesses

* Short evaluations of contributions AACS/ICS is making in:

Church - Rev. Arie Van Bek, Executive Secretary, Canadian Council
of Christian Reformed Churches

School - Deborah Steele Marshall, Principal,
Toronto Central Christian School

Campus ministry
- Christy Wauzzinski, Coalition for Christian Outreach,

Pennsylvania
Christian Action — Dr. Paul Marshall, researcher, Committee for

Justice and Liberty

3:30 p.m. Refreshment break

4 :00 p.m. Presentation of recent graduates of the Institute

Vision and Direction for the 80’s: a challenge for AACS/ICS
An address by Dr. Bernard Zyistra, Principal of the Institute

6:00 p.m. Buffet supper at the AACS Building, 4th floor, 229 College St.

(At 7:00 p.m., Patmos Gallery will hold an auction of artwork by Henk
Kruger, a well-known Dutch artist. Also at 229 College St.., 4th floor.)
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