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; ICS starts interdisciplinary seminar in Marxism
by Sander Griffioen

It is a shared conviction at the
Institute for Christian Studies
that an interdisciplinary seminar
can help make us more responsive to
the needs and possibilities of our
particular disciplines. Such a
seminar deals with important issues
that lie between the various disci
plines, or academic fields of study.

Recent years have taught us that
these seminars are seldom an in
stant success- -they require much
patience, endurance and commitment.
But they do allow people to look
over the walls of their own garden
to get a feeling for the inter-
relatedness of a problem, through

Griffloen talks with two students who will interaction with other disciplines.
participate in Marxism seminar

Why did we choose to focus on Marx
ism for our interdisciplinary
seminar? It is not an attempt to

climb the bandwagon of a popular movement. Rather we want to develop
and sharpen our own systematic insights in an encounter with Marxism.
Marxism is in many ways a religion with claims similar, from a formal
point of view, to those of the Christian faith.

This desire to study Marxism was heightened by the visit last September
: of Rene Padilla who works with the International Fellowship of Evangelical

students in Latin America. Padilla drew a picture of more and more Latin
American students ending up in the dilemma of having to choose between a

( skeptical conformism to the status quo on the one hand and Marxism on the
other. He particularly stressed how Christian students urgently need the
support of biblically guided, intellectually responsible literature and
instruction.



The organization and actual realization of such a seminar proved to be
hard work, but the ICS must not turn its back on the difficult task of
struggling with Marxism and the influence it has on our culture. Rather,
we must together responsibly study to know the power of this spirit, to
understand how it reaches out to touch our life.

This interdisciplinary seminar will meet not only in sessions involving
all Senior and Junior Members, but an important part of the work will be
done in semi-independent subgroups. There are four such groups: one on
history, led by Mclntire and Wolters; a cultural foundations group, led
by Seerveld and Vandervelde; one in education and psychology, headed by
DeGraaff; and the economico-political group led by Zylstra and Griffioen.

There will be varied approaches among the different groups. The sub
group on history, for instance, has taken the initiative to invite
Bruno Ramirez as a dialogue partner for the second semester. Rainirez,
working at the Universite de Montreal, is an historian who makes use of
insights and categories drawn from the Marxist traditions.

One person whom we hope to involve deeply in our new program is Johan
VanderHoeven, Professor in Modern Philosophy at the Free University of
Amsterdam (and Fellow of the Institute for Christian Studies). In the
first half of the academic year Dr. VanderHoeven will be visiting pro
fessor at Calvin College. In January he hopes to join us for the rest
of the academic year. We have asked him to present, within the framework
of the Marxism seminar, eleven lectures. We are especially interested in
an elaboration of the last chapter of his book, Marx: The Roots of His
Thought.

We are a small and fragile community that shares a strong biblical (
vision. In the strength of this spirit we hope to meet together as
Senior and Junior Members to explore, discuss, and learn to come to a
clearer understanding of what is alive, and what is dead in Marxism.

Dr. Sander Griffioen is Senior Member in Economic and Social Philosophy
at the Institute.

AACS Conference in Delaware

The Mid-Atlantic States Chapter of the AACS
will hold its 11th annual study conference
on November 18 and 19.

Speaker: Dr. Sander Griffioen, Senior Mem
ber in Economic and Social Philosophy
at the Institute

Lectures: “Neither capitalism nor socialism”
“The future of labour”

Location: Tower Hill School, Wilmington,
Delaware

Everyone is cordially invited. Sleeping
accommodations will be available in local
homes. For more information or a registra
tion form, contact Mrs. Mary Cleeve Ritten
house, 1106 North Broom St. , Wilmington,
Del. 19806; Telephone: (302) 655-3011.

Perspective newsletter is published bi
monthly with an extra issue in January by the
Association for the Advancement of Christian
Scholarship, 229 College Street, Toronto,
Ontario Canada M5T 1R4.

Authorized Second Class Postage pending, to
the USA and Territories, mailed from the
AACS Foundation, 1677 Gentian Drive S.E.,
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49508. All other
copies mailed under authorized Second Class
privileges from Toronto, Ontario. Send all
address changes and other inquiries directly
to AACS, 229 College Street, Toronto,
Ontario, Canada M5T 1R4.



Theologian George Vandervelde joins
Institute team

The Institute for Christian Studies is
thankful and proud to welcome Dr. George
Vandervelde as its ninth Senior Member,
thereby adding a second theologian to our
research and teaching team.

George is a native of the Netherlands
(born 1939 in Sappemeer, Groningen) who
came to Canada in 1952, when he and his
family settled in Edmonton, Alberta. It
has been some time since he has lived in
Canada, however, since his academic voca
tion took him first to Grand Rapids, Mich
igan, where he attended Calvin College and
Seminary in the 1960’s, and then back to
the Netherlands, where he did his graduate
and post-doctoral work at the Free Univer
sity of Amsterdam (1967-77).

He has been accompanied in his academic
odyssey by Bea Greidanus, also from
Edmonton, whom he married in 1963. Bea
alsp studied at Calvin College and worked
with Christian art-historian Hans Rook
maaker at the Free University. Both are
happy to be inCanada again, together with
their three sons: Jon (11), Norman (9),
and Steven (4).

George already has an impressive record as a scholar. Among the acade
mic honours he has won have been the Diamond Jubilee Scholarship when
graduating from seminary, a four-year Canada Council grant for his doc
toral work, and a cum laude citation -for his doctoral dissertation. But
it is not only this record of academic excellence which makes him such a

valuable addition to the ICS community of scholars. It is also his par

ticular combination of strengths and interests.

To begin with, he is strongly committed to working out of the Reformed

tradition in theology, and did his doctoral work under one of the giants

of twentieth century Reformed theology, G.C. Berkouwer. Secondly, he

has fostered, since his college days, a keen interest in the connections

between theology and philosophy. This is evidenced by his four-year

participation in a Free University research team exploring the faith-

philosophy relation, and his longstanding sympathetic interest in the

cosmonomic school of philosophy. Thirdly, he has specialized in. contem

porary Roman Catholic theology, which represents probably the most

powerful Christian tradition in foundational theology today.

These three strengths come together in his dissertation, published as

Original Sin: Two Major Trends in Contemporary Roman Catholic
Reinterpretation (Rodopi: Amsterdam, 1975), a penetrating analysis of

the philosophical and theological underpinnings which shape much of
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contemporary Roman Catholic thought. (A good deal of attention is paid

to the work of Karl Rahner).

Since receiving his doctorate in 1975, George has been engaged in pas

toral work in Amsterdam, and last year held a teaching and research
fellowship at the Free University (with Professor Jan Veenhof). Since

returning from the Netherlands in July, he has taught a 2 1/2 week

course in Christology and Soteriology at Fuller Theological Seminary in

California.

The Institute staff is delighted to have George join its ranks (we were
not the only ones who were after him!) and cordially welcome him and his
family to the circle of co-workers at 229 College Street. May God bless

his decision to join us, and may the Spirit of Christ superintend the
work he does, for the upbuilding of George and his family, the Institute,

and the whole people of God.

Institute celebrates its eleventh opening

by Mark Okkema

On September 12, 1977, sixty friends and
members attended the eleventh opening of
the Institute for Christian Studies,
ignored by a big city which only notices
big money, tall buildings, and large
crowds. We joyfully sang songs of praise,
thankful for the beginning of a new aca
demic year. Beyond our small classroom
Toronto night-life went on as usual.

We, too, felt the evening was customary,
or at least not spectacular. As usual,
nervous grins dotted the crowded classroom
and nervous laughter sprinkled the eve
ning. The opening had its charm, espe
cially through the composure and sincerity
of the chairman C.T. Mclntire and the

Junior members anticivate a new ‘

cozy chats at the reception competently
year of study arranged by Lynda Kosowan Hines. But any

profound reflections we may privately have had were punctuated with the
common fear of meeting new Senior and Junior Members, embarrassment as
each of us stood up and introduced ourselves, and hesitancies about com
mitting ourselves to yet another conversation. When we were not occupied
by these ordinary concerns, we were possibly nagged by the present and
future studies we had publicly announced.

In spite of such immediate concerns, the opening had unusual significance,
and Terry Tollefson and Perry Recker received meaningful masters degrees
(see next page for more details). For, as Dr. Bernard Zylstra noted in

his key remarks, we have not been tamed into the deathly stillness of the
counter-culture waves which we sometimes rode. We have not been ingested
by that amoeba called “the seventies” which suspends all authentic corn-
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mitments and anxieties in its jelly-like trans
parency and processes them into cultural
commodities. Dr. Zyistra demonstrated our com
mitment, and Perry insisted on the radical
nature and sharp boundaries of the ICS, unlike
that amoeba which has no constant shape or form,
and remains uncommitted to any meaningful
definition. At no point did the evening sink
into an inertia filled with clich&s or cheap
gratitude. The opening prayer was unaffected,
and Perry finished his seven years with a candid
but caring summation.

We have not become like our secular, intellec
tual counterparts who madly tear down the old
myths and peel away the layers of metaphysics
to be left with fists full of nothing. Where
they find only a fearful unreality, we have the
firm reality of God’s Word, as Dr. Zyistra noted
from his reflections on II Thess. 3. And Perry

emphasized God’s sure presence through His Spirit. Both men pointed to
the presence of God’s Word and Spirit in our past and present, and Dr.
Zyistra especially stressed the guarantee of God’s Word in our future.
That same Word gave meaning to the evening’s activities, whether we
attended to the significance of events, or not.

Mark Okkema is a Junior Member in Aesthetics at the Institute.

Two M. Phil. Degrees awarded

The Institute Opening of September 12, 1977 included the presentation of
the seventh and eighth Master of Philosophy degrees. Recipients were
Perry Recker and Terry Tollefson, both of whom have made significant
contributions to the Institute community in the years they have been
part of us.

Perry Recker, originally from
Lansing, Illinois, received the
M.Phil. in Systematic Philosophy,
presented by his mentor Dr. Hendrik
Hart. Perry had also studied with
Drs. Al Wolters and Evan Runner
during his time at ICS. In order to
fulfill the M.Phil. requirements
Perry submitted two Master’s papers:
“An Essay on the Concept of Function
in the Systematic Philosophy of
Herman Dooyeweerd,” and “A Systema
tic Analysis of John Dewey’s Logical
Theory,” and was examined by the
committee of Hart, Seerveld and
Wolters in February.

Terry Tollefson and Perry Recker with
mentors Hart and Olthuis Terry Tollefson, a native of

C.T. Mclntire, Chairman

_1i i——’
I
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Minnesota, was the recipient of the M.Phil. in Philosophical Theology.
Most of Terry’s work was done under the guidance of Dr. James Olthuis.
Terry was examined in June by the committee of Olthuis, Hart, and
DeGraaff, and submitted the Master’s thesis “Paul Tillich: The Use
fulness of Anthropological Typology in Grasping His Thought.”

We extend hearty congratulations to these two graduates!

1977-78 ICS Junior Members

New Junior Members

A. Full Time

Edwin Alexander
Peter Doan
Kanji Fuki
Lot Makudu Mamabolo
Richard Middleton
Herbert Myers
Greg Officer
Koula Peristiani
Mark Pickrel
Mike Reilly

Economics
Philosophy
Philosophy
Theology
Theology
Theology
Anthropology
Psychology
Philosophy
Phi los ophy

Pro g r anun e
at ICS

M.Phil.
M.PhIl.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
Certificate
M.Phil.
Certificate

South India
U.S.A.
Japan
South Africa
Jamaica
Jamaica
U.S.A.
Cyprus
U.S.A.
U.S.A.

B. Part Time

Ray O’Toole
Rita Reitsma
Bill Van Geest

Interdisc.
Interdisc.
Political Theory

C an ada
Canada
Canada

Returning Junior Members

Harry Anastasiou
Dora Anastasiou
Miki Beldinan
Judy DeJong
Peter Ennema
John Huisman
Lowell Hagan
Linda Leenders
Tod Moquist
Mark Okkema
Amy Rowe
Bill Rowe
Max Rubboli
Doug Stewart
Terry Tollefson
John Valk
Ken Van Wyk
Brian Walsh
Lambert Zuidervaart

Philosophy
Aesthetics
Psychology
Psychology
Aesthetics
Philosophy
History
Psycho logy
History
Aes thetics
Aesthetics
Phi losop hy
History
Economics
Psychology
Theology
Psychology
Theology
Aesthetics

M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
Ph.D.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
Ph.D.
Certificate
Special
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
M.Phil.
Ph.D.

Cyprus
Cyprus
Canada
U.S.A.
Canada
U.S.A.
U.S.A.
U.S.A.
U.S.A.
Canada
U.S.A.
U.S.A.
Italy
Canada
U.S.A.
Canada
U.S.A.
Canada
U.S.A.

(

Area Home
Country

Non-program
Audit
Non-program
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Sabbatical research in political theory, 1976-1977

by Bernard Zyistra

It won’t be easy, but I’ll try to explain

something of the context and content of
my sabbatical work during the past aca

demic year. I teach political theory at
the Institute for Christian Studies, and

political theory is one facet of a regular

universily’s political science department.

Political science is a theoretical attempt

to understand politics--that is, the

structures, processes, principles and

goals of the activities of the state and

its parts. It is a discipline with a long

reputation, Counting among its practi

tioners many giants of thought throughout

the ages, from Plato and Aristotle to the

present. At present there are more than

six thousand political scientists teaching

and conducting research in American and Canadian universities.

Where does a little plant like ICS fit into this vast forest? Since 1968

I have introduced my students to political science by discussing with them

( the writings in John Locke (1632-1704) and Karl Marx (1818-1883) since

these two in some ways can be looked upon as the fathers, respectively,

of capitalist liberalism and of communist totalitarianism, the major

ideologies battling for supremacy in the world today. During the last

few years we also began to look more closely at the main trends in poli

tical science in North America.

Apart from this historical side of my work, I introduced my students as

best as I could to the biblical view of society in which the institutions

of the social order are called to be expressions of the revealed will of

God, the Creator and Redeemer. In relating this biblical view to modern

political theory and practice, my teaching and writing reflected several

streams in 20th century Christian social thought (Brunner, Niebuhr,

liberation theology) , but was most clearly dependent on the Calvinist

political thinkers of the post-French Revolution period in Holland:

Groen van Prinsterer, Abraham Kuyper and Herman Dooyeweerd.

After assing my present position at the ICS in 1968, I saw more clearly

that the vital tradition of Christian social and political thought deve

loped in Holland had to come to grips with issues on this side of the

ocean, both in social practice and social theory. WhatT think needs to

be done can be roughly described as follows: (1) the development of a

Christian political theory in connection with North American practice

and theory; (2) the formation of a team of Christian socio-political

theorists working together on this project; (3) the translation of pub

lications into English that are really helpful in the realization of this

project over the next generation. I’ve been working on all three angles.

At the beginning of my sabbatical I made an extensive and detailed trans

lation proposal to the AACS/ICS. As to team formation, Sander Griffioen

and I are preparing a social science conference on the relevance of

Christian studies in economics, sociology and political scienee for
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But t is clear that my sabbaticai had to be spent large
1) of this broad agend

How does One get a handle on the Prevailing trends in Political science?

One of the most basic assuJnpt05 of most POlitical scientists in Canada

and the U.S. is the SO-Called fact-value Split. This split is more than
a hundred years old. It gained wide acceptance at the turn of the cen

tury through the influence of Max Weber, and it has determined the way

Society is understood in most of our universities This Split amounts
to this: (1) science is truthful when it strictly pays attention to What
is (the facts). (2) science cannot truthfully tell us what to be
he Values). In other Words, when a scientist says Somethiflgas a

scientistabt what is, he should keep his mouth shut about what
to be. This exclusive focus of science on facts is often called POsiti

Vism, and more recently in the social sciences is called ‘behaviouraiism,,

The number of facts is endless, and since all facts seemed equally Worthy
of attention governm5 and scientific foundations had to Spend great

amounts of money on the ‘scientific? collection of facts. But the

expenditure was worth it, so the argume went Since the more facts we
have at our disposal, the better our social scientists can advise govern

ments, corporations and others about the future behaviour of human beings.

But what happens to values the other side of the fact-value Split? Max
Weber insisted on the factvalue split partly as a way to protect the

autonomy. of the sphere of values so we could Understand how each person

could be free to choose the values by which to live his own life. But
in North America the effects of scientism were too strong. Evolutionists

would tell us that our values are realJy biologjc and enlotional res

ponses to our environment. So Nort1 Americans Supported the SPlitting

of values from facts as a way to defend the neutrality, of science, but
even beyond that to support the efforts of the teclmo1gj

1 results of

hostile environment.
science to dominate our lives by Protecting us from the threats of our

Probably the most advanced stage of this positivistic behaviouralis is
anal sis. This conception looks Upon society. not as an inter

twjnement o relations Within which persons can be human in a beautiful

multiplicity of ways, but within which the priorityr is given to the be

haviour and maintenance of societal SYstems themselvest corpora

t±os trade UfljOflS etc. Human beings are then largely reduced to func

tions of these Systems. To put it bluntly the social sciences are

paying increasing attention to social Systems but less attention to

human beings It is not at all Unusual that SOO-page books surveying

the field of Political science will not once deal with 5Ustice equity
and human rights. These concepts belong to the realm of values about

keeps silent.
which science Supposedly can say nothing that is rtruthfUl,, and thus it

It shouldn?t surprise anyone that this mainstream approach in the social

and Political sciences did not satisfy everybody Especially in the

l96Os students began to discover that something was quite dreadfully

Wrong in our society -Viet flam, racial conflict, Poverty, inner city

slums, pollution etc. They began to sense a fundamenta1 contradiction

between the social science in the classroom where everything was alive
and well, and the social practice Outside of the classroom, where every

thing seemed sick and dying. It was in that context that the so-called

Postbehaviourai revolut±0 was born. As a meaningful redirection in
the social sciences this revolution has Proved to be a failure Never

8
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theless, one can Point to a number of counterstream that reject the
Slick matteroffact of the earlier science ideals.

Let us mention a few of them:

1. There are those Who argue that Science must indeed remain fact
focussed, and that we have to maintain the factvalue split if the
integrity of science is to be maintained but that we can be much more
certain about the content of the values we defend Indeed, many pro
fessors began to admit the need for openly discussing Values in the class
room so that the students would be guided in the selection of Values.
In this approach, the “democracy of the facts” is maintained as well as
the neutrality of science in making sense out of them. But there is a
hesitation about the “democracy of values” since t is felt that some
valuesy55 are better than Others. In this way, for instance, room
was created for the defense of capitalist values Over again5 Marxist
values or Christian values over again5 humanist values This approach
leaves a lot of questi05 unanswered, especially the questi0 about the
criterion or standard in terms of which One can decide which valuesy5
is preferable to another valuesy5 Is there such a Standard? If
So, is i knowable? Can It be shared with others?

2. A second counterstrea has begun to question the neat factvalue
split itself. Several major theorists, even in the natural sciences,
have begun to argue that every scientjfj activity is carried out in the
Context of a Paradigm or beliefsy5 in terms of which the scientist
looks at the facts. The Vision of the scientist is willynji1yaffected
by the color of the glass5 which he happens to wear. This is a very
interesting counterstrea Since it correctly holds that a variety of

( beliefs are always operative in scientific activity. If so, haven’t we
then found a legitjm basis for the Influence of the Christian faith
in scientific activity? I am not so sure myself about

nclus
Since one can interpret this humbler approach on the part of the Scien
tists as P°Ssibly a symptom of skepticism Within the old science ideal.
In any case, the question returns: what is the criterion for the truth_
content of the Paradigm, the beliefy5 in terms of which we try to
make sense OUt of the facts? The Publication of Hendrik Hart’s sabbatica1
research Will help us on this Score.

3. The Marxists have also experienced a notable revival. They claim to
be strictly scientific not simply in terms of adherence to facts but in
terms of the correct Paradigm, Which is the Paradigm of classanalysjs

The Marxist asserts that every “fact” of society can Only be Properly
Understood in terms of the overriding “fact” of the conflict between two
classes, the haves and the havenots the Owners of the means of produc
tion and the workers of the means of production If that fundamenta1
“fact” is not taken as a starting point, the Marxists contend, social
scientist5 simply get lost in a Confusing maze.

4. Then there is the group of Scholars who repudiate not only the entire
mainstream of PoSitivism and behavioura1i but also the three counter
streams mentioned above. i refer to this group as the neoclassicals Since
they argue that science in the modern age has to return to the classical
Greek Philosophy and/or the classical evelatio of biblical religion
The main exponents of this stream find their roots in Europe but have
spent a great part of their life in America Often as refugees from the
Hitler regime like Leo Strauss, Hannah Arendt and Eric Voege The
most signjfic

representative of this school of thought in Canada is
George Grant of McMaster University in Hami1t0
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My sabbaticai research focused on limited facets of the framework briefly

Sketched here The facets i paid special attention to were: (1) the
nature of POStChrjstian modernity Wit1i which thj5 entire battle Occurs;

(2) the imperial Political structures Within which the modern spirit ex
presses itself Practically, along5j of the

Positivist/capitalist

theories; (3) Systems analysis especially as developed by David Easton;
(4) neoclassical counterstr I decided not to write a bOok at this
time, but to prepare smaller articles both academic and semiacademi so
that not Only the Ics academic community but also the Wider AAcs COflStj

tuency can benefit from the work An essay on Daniel Bell’s neoconserva
tive valuesyst will be PUblished in the forthcoming issue of Christian

Reviei An article on Voegeit5 view of modern unbe1

revolution was published in a volume commemorating Groen Van Prinsterer
I presented a paper on George Grant’s conception of the relation of reve
lation and PMlosophy at a University of Toronto seminar in April I am
flow completing a essay on nature and empire in neoclassical thought.

These two lattei papers will be Published next years A relatively POpular
essay, “Modernity and the erjcan Empire explaining my View of the
backgr0fl of modern Political practice, Was Published in the current

±ssue of the International med etin A careful reader Will

expanding mosaic.
observe how all 0 these pieces, seemingly so disparate, are part of an

My sabbaticaj leave Was not entirely Without interruption. I accepted the

Invitation extended to me to Join Dr. Bob Goudzwaard of the Free Ufliver
Sity of Amsterdam in a dialogue about Christianity,

capitalism and apart

held with- fello1. Christians in South Africa. Because of the critical
developrn5 Within South Africa, it was morally impossible for me to
decline that invitation So for three weeks in the Fall of 1976 and for
a similar stretch in the Summer of 1977 we travelled from university to
university from blacks to Africaners to Ang1o5

05 in that beautiful
hut divided country. In a real sense of the word, this Very concrete

“researchtT sharpened the results of my theoretica1 reflections. We Inter
viewed numerous persons I Visited and interviewed Steve Biko, that

articulate spokesman of the black consciousness movement who died tragi
cally on September 12 while detained by the security Police. Now that he
i dead I wifl publish my intervieq with him (a substantia1 article, based
on this interview, appeared in the September 23 issue of the Toronto

—
Globe and Mail) Steve Biko died as a martyr for a cause at of
thirty Another death stands out in my sabbatica1 yeart death of
Professor Dooyew

under whom I received the doctorate He bequeat

the Substance of his library to the ICS, and I had the Privilege of assis
ting in the necessary arrange of bringing the library to ICS.

It was a good sabbaticai leave. Many things fell into Place for me.
am thankful for the friends of the AACS and the ICS Who have made this

POssible I hope that the labour accomplished and the work still to be

ters.
completed will be of benefit to them as well as to their S0fl and daugh



Ten years of ICS
by Hendrik Hart

This month the Institute will mark the tenth anniversary of its opening
in October, 1967. If there is any feeling that has persistently per
vaded my attitudes towards this decade it is one of amazement, a sense
of the miraculous. For all these years the suspicion that it is all a
dream has never quite left me. The main reason for this is probably
that humanly speaking the odds against its making its tenth year have
been heavy. The obstacles, even today, are formidable. But a decade of
this has taught me no longer to be anxious. The Lord does continue to
provide.

Not only do we still exist, but we have even flourished in many ways. In
my own case the estimation that it would take this long for my work to
bear certain visible, publishable fruits has proven to be quite accurate.
In the case of many colleagues, their research is now also at a point
where things are beginning to jell. Many students have been helped.
Valuable lessons have been learned, and new insights were born.

But of course there were obstacles, which differed so clearly from the
joys in that the former had an unmistakable human origin and the latter
must surely have been gifts of God. It can even be said that many of
these obstacles came from right within the Institute. We have often grown
in different ways, towards sometimes very differing views. This has in
certain instances meant that staying together could only be achieved at
the cost of some people’s cherished dreams. The strength to give up

( dreams is also a thing that only the Lord can give to a person.

Indeed, from our side there is much to humble us. And from the Lord’s
side there is encouragement and faithfulness. So it seems fitting that
during the annual meeting of AACS members we mark the passing of this
decade with quiet joy, with humble gratitude. And afterward we can all
meet at ICS with something to eat and something to drink, just to remi
nisce, to encourage, to resolve, to support, but above all to pray
prayers of thanksgiving and prayers of hope.

Celebration of Institute’s 10th Anniversary October 29, 1977

1:00 p.m. AACS Annual Membership Meeting

4:00 p.m. Inaugural Address of Dr. Sander Griffioen
“Economics: Responsible Stewardship”

Location: Medical Sciences Auditorium
University of Toronto
King’s College Circle

5:30 p.m. Festive celebration of the Institute’s 10th Anniversary

including a light buffet

Location: AACS Building
229 College Street
Toronto, Ontario
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Return to creation: theme for sabbatical study
by James Olthuis

In October 1968 I joined the Insti
tute staff to do research and
teaching in theology and ethics.
During this coming sabbatical year
I have an o.pportunity to pull to
gether in book form all my work in
theology during the past nine
years. It is a welcome opportunity.

My work will centre around the doc
trine of creation and its relation
to the Word of God and redemption.
Twentieth century theology has
often forgotten that the Bible be
gins with Genesis, with the good
creation of God. Redemption has in
both the evangelical and neo
orthodox traditions been considered
primarily flight from creation. I
will be concerned to point out that
the Bible teaches that redemption
is return to creation.

Living in the creation is not a sort of necessary evil from which we long
to be delivered. Nor is it proper to live as if Sunday and Bible read
ing, prayer and evangelism is for God while the rest of life is busi
ness as usual, that is, without God. No, every day is a kingdom day.
Jesus Christ is the secret of living from day to day. He is the “cohe
sive,” the “linch-pin” who holds all things together and who redeems all
things.

To do the Christian thing is to do the creational thing (keeping and
dressing the garden) in the proper way, the way God intended from the
beginning. In Jesus Christ, the Spirit calls man and woman to be co
workers and care-takers in the restoration of creation from sin and evil.
Understanding the unity of creation and redemption is to experience the
integrality of life.

Perhaps a little more detail is in order. in conversations with modern
theologians I will argue that creation can only be understood in relation
to God’s Word which brought creation into being and which continues to
uphold it. It is this Word for creation, as God’s dynamic plan for
creation, which is incarnated in Jesus Christ and which is inscripturated
in the Scriptures. God’s Word may not--as is generally done in Evange
lical circles--be limited to the Scriptures, nor is it the mysterious,
dynamic Power of the Wholly Other a la Karl Barth. God’s Word dynami
cally structures creation, is experienced in terms of creation--even
though it may not be identified with creation--and is the very condition
for its existence.

God’s Word in the Bible is completely in tune with God’s Word for crea
tion. The Bible is a redemptive re-publication in human words of God’s

I
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Word for creation. Jesus Christ as the Word Incarnate is understood
to be not only the mediator of redemption but also the mediator of
creation. Redemption is cosmic in scope and design, not limited to
soul-salvation. Unless theologies of the future ground themselves in

( the Logos that connects the end with the beginning, the consummation with
the creation, they will lose touch with reality and dissolve in cliches
lacking substance.

Consequently, Christians must take creation more seriously. Not only
do God’s creational norms call for obedient response, but these “ordi
nary” creational responses involving bread and butter, art and poetry,
justice and mercy, food and energy, are the words of faith which flow
from redemption in Christ. Not to be involved in the woof and warp of
societal problems is to be disobedient to the master.

• Such a dynamic doctrine of “creational ordinances” gives the Christian
the rationale for total and full involvement in the things of this
world. Loving the Lord and neighbour (the redemptive demand for man)
is the reaffirmation of God’s original creational mandate. To love
God is to be busy in his creation, to act in accord with his creational
demands: e.g., to be faithful in marriage, family and friendship;
to execute justice in the state, to be a steward of the resources of the
wo r 1 d.

In a sentence: I hope to work out more concretely the meaning of the
Reformed confession of “general revelation” and its relation to Scrip
ture.

Perhaps this is enough. I also am working on a publication with Arnold

DeGraaff on models of man, and I have in view a sequel to I Pledge You
My Troth, with the working title The Joys and Sorrows of Intimacy. I’m
excited about and most thankful for the possibilities of my sabbatical
year. With God’s blessing it should also be a very fruitful year.

Two new books will share ICS work

This year the Institute for Christian Studies is celebrating its tenth
anniversary. As a project for the occasion, all the Senior Members of
the Institute have agreed to contribute essays to two new books which
will share the work of the Institute with a wide audience of readers.

The first book, tentatively called Journey Toward Shalom: A guide to
the nature and relevance of higher learning, will offer a Christian per

spective in the seven subject areas in which the Institute works.
Addressing the modern fragmented approach to higher learning, it will
emphasize the importance of the unity of creation and redemption, the

unity of religion and scholarship, and the unity of the human person.

C This book will be directed to people who are just beginning studies in
a particular field and who are looking for a Christian perspective in
that field. It will also benefit anyone interested in the relationship
between life and learning- -the relationship between history and our
daily life, for example. This publication is one way the Institute is
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entering the general discussion in the academic world on the relation of
learning to life, bringing our Christian point of view to that discussion.

The second book, tentatively entitled The legacy of Herman Dooyeweerd:
essays on a Christian philosophy, will assess the work of this out
standing Christian philosopher. Each of the nine Institute staff members
will contribute a chapter to this book, evaluating the contribution made
by Dooyeweerd to his particular field. The authors wish to examine what
can be learned from Dooyeweerd for use in the ongoing Christian philoso
phical task.

The Senior Members will make these two books a central Institute project
for the next year and a half. Dr. C.T. Mclntire, who is serving as
co-ordinator and editor for both books, reports that the plans are for
all the essays to be written by September, 1978. The drafts of the essays
will be discussed during the 1977 to 1979 academic years, after which
they will be edited and prepared for publication.

Former students reflect on ICS experience
by Dave Campbell

In Perspective’s continuing series of articles on former ICS students,
we start in this issue to talk with some who have continued their aca
demic work in other schools after being at the Institute.

Tory Hoff has some interesting things to say about his study at the ICS,
as well as about his first year of study since then. Interesting too is
the fact that Tory’s growth in non-academic ways has been as important as
his academic growth.

Tory Hoff: one man’s pilgrimage through the Institute

Tory Hoff came to the Institute with a United Presbyterian church back
ground, and a North American secular education. He had grown up in
suburban California and spent four years at the politically turbulent
University of California at Davis from which he graduated in 1970. Then,
his university years over, he took a trip to Europe and eventually drif
ted to L’Abri in Switzerland. Here he was struck by Dr.. Francis Schaef
fer’s “dead sincerity,” and this opened him up to Schaeffer’s teaching,
including the idea that the Christian faith is related to our entire
lives. “That changed a lot for me” he says. “It opened up new possi
bilities about being able to integrate my Christian faith with culture,
and with the academic and university world that I had just come out of.”

Later, friends in California encouraged him to go to the Institute. “I’d
read some of the {AACS] literature and it seemed it could take me further
in terms of the kinds of things I’d been given at L’Abri.”

So in the fall of 1972, Tory came to study in the Institute’s psychology
program. He became, as he says, “very much part of the Institute and its
critical radical outlook.” Occasionally he did feel foreign to the trac
es of what he calls the “Dutch ethnicity” at the Institute, and he won
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dered too at times whether the philosophy
taught there wasn’t just a sort of esoteric
puzzle.

Yet Tory did sense integrity in the
answers the Institute gave to some of his
questions. He felt it offered genuine al
ternatives to some of the Church’s dilemmas.
“It’s something which in a way I’m not
normally aware of anymore,” Tory says, “but
when I’m in contact with ways of thinking
that are similar to mine previous to the
Institute, I really see how much the Insti
tute has influenced me. And I’m grateful
for that.”

As he looks back on these years, however,
Tory sees at least two major problems.

These reflect both his own struggle at the time and perhaps that of the
Institute itself to gain maturity.

The first problem for Tory was that, in spite of the desire at the Insti
tute to be a community of scholars where both Junior and Senior Members
work together, he found himself operating independently. He pursued
studies which were relevant to what was going on at the Institute, but
he often pursued them on his own. For instance, he wrote a study of the
Old Testament view of man. He began it while still a full time student
at the Institute, and completed it afterwards, but he wrote the paper
virtually without guidance from Institute professors. “I felt sad,”( says Tory, “that I operated so independently,” and he admits that to some
extent it was his own fault, but he feels that the Institute professors
could have drawn him in more.

Tory’s second problem was that he had what he characterizes now as a
“critical spirit.” In the atmosphere of the Institute’s confident cri
tique of humanist thought, Tory found the answers of secular psychology
unacceptable. He was zealous to rebuild psychology on a Christian foun
dation. Yet when it came right down to it he had no real answers of his
own.

Then, when he quit his study at the Institute and began to work with dis
turbed children in Earlscourt Children’s Home he was humbled by the skill
and insight of some of the experienced non-Christian workers there.
Consequently Tory is now more ready to appreciate the genuine contribu
tions of established psychology, both that of secular thinkers and of
other Christians.

Tory spent two years at Eariscourt, and then a year ago enrolled in the
University of Toronto as an undergraduate in order to upgrade his pre
vious university work.

I asked Tory how his years at the Institute had affected his work at the
University of Toronto. was asking good questions,” he told me. “The
Institute has helped me to look at the foundational issues and keeps me
probing.” Though it helped Tory to understand and critique what he

( studied, this style of approaching things was sometimes a mixed blessing.
Tory tells of a case where in his preoccupation with such questions he
failed to focus on the course material.
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I wrote a paper for a course in psychological testing which I felt
was a masterpiece. The professor said that it was, and added, “You
see some things that other students don’t and maybe never will. But
nonetheless your paper was outside the course requirements and there
fore you get a low ‘B’.”

Today Tory is at Carleton University in Ottawa working toward a master’s
degree in psychology. At this point he doesn’t know precisely how his
background at the Institute will affect his study there. He notes,
however, that his professors there appear to respect the kind of work
that gave Tory his Certificate in Christian Studies from the Institute.
They accepted him for graduate study largely on the basis of such work
as his study of the Old Testament’s view of man.

Dave Campbell studied at the Institute in 1970 and is now taking a course
in radio broadcasting.

Women’s Action funds Dooyeweerd Library

We are very thankful for the
faithful work each year of
the AACS Women’s Action. The
Women’s Action is a national
organization of women who
annually collect about
$5,000, which they use to
support special projects
within the AACS and the Insti
tute. They also play an im
portant part in promoting the
work of the AACS through
their contacts in various
communities across Canada.

This year the Women’s Action
is funding two main projects.
They are again providing
scholarships of $800 for two
Institute students. They are
also helping in a substantial
way to pay for the costs of
setting up the Dooyeweerd lib
rary at the Institute. Their

grant will pay for the shelving and much of the cataloguing necessary to
set up this library in such a way that it can be used as a resource both
by the members of the Institute and by others.

Anyone wishing to assist with the work of the Women’s Action should con
tact the President, Mrs. Hermina Dykxhoorn, 76 Juniper Cr., Brainalea,
Ontario L6S 1K1.

4
A

I’
The incoming and outgoing Executive members
(1 to r): Mrs. H. Dykxhoorn, Mrs. N. Winters,
Mrs. B. Vanderburg, Mrs. A. Vande Zande, and
Mrs. K. Mathews. Absent: Mrs. D. Neutel.
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ICS interaction with the academic world

We report on the activities of the Senior Members at the Institute in
various ways and at various times. It may be of interest to show the
ways in which the Senior Members in the past year or two have interacted
with the larger academic world, including non-Christian scholars, and
have had their writings favourably judged for publication by people
outside our faith-community.

Dr. C.T. Mclntire: publication by Oxford University Press of the book
he edited: God, History and Historians; also the acceptance for
publication by Oxford of the book of essays by Herbert Butterfield
that he is editing; the reprinting of his paper, “Historical study:
a Christian approach,” in The Harvester (August, 1976), London:
Paternoster Press; and his participation as a member of the Vic
torian Studies Association (Toronto Group) with Toronto area
university professors.

Dr. Hendrik Hart: lecture tour of seven public universities in South
Africa during July, 1976; a paper given at the Biennial Congress
of the Medieval Studies Society of South Africa; and his lecture
on “Recent developments in the philosophy of theory” at Indiana
University of Pennsylvania.

Dr. A.M. Wolters: paper given at the Second International Conference
of the Society of Neoplatonic Studies, held at Brock University,
and its forthcoming publication in its Proceedings; serving as
external examiner for a M.A. thesis in philosophy at Brock
University.

Dr. Calvin Seerveld: paper “Early Kant and a rococo spirit,” for which
there was a refereed critique, given at the annual meeting of the
Canadian Society for Eighteenth Century Studies; paper given for
the University of Toronto Aesthetics Study Group, ofwhich he is
a member; serving upon request as a referee critic for the Jour
nal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism; paper given at the Vilith
International Congress of Aesthetics, held at Darmstadt, Germany;
and a talk given to a group of students at the Sorbonne, Paris.

Dr. Bernard Zylstra: paper given on the thought of George Grant for a
symposium on Grant’s work organized by the University of Toronto;
team-teaching of a course at St. Michael’s University; member of
the dissertation committee supervising the work of a Ph.D. candi
date at the University of Toronto; lectures at the universities
of Pretoria and Stellenbosch in South Africa, during two trips to
South Africa at the invitation of South African universities; paper
given for the Canadian Association for the Advancement of Nether
landic Studies at its meeting in Quebec City; contributor to a
book on Canadian political theory to be published in 1978 by a
Canadian university press.

Dr. Sander Griffioen: co-editor of the book Peace with Reason and author
of its chapter on Ricoeur, published by van Gorcum in the
Netherlands; regular meetings with Professor Abraham Rotstein of
the University of Toronto for discussions dealing with Marx, Hegel,
Luther, etc.
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AACS Public Lectures in November
In 1976 the AACS decided to develop an alternative to the Discovery lec
ture program. The five-lecture package of Discovery was very expensive
and could be financed by only about five centres where there are laThge
concentrations of AACS support. Many of the smaller communities had no
chance to meet and talk with speakers from the AACS for a number of
years. We are happy to report that with the 1976-77 public lecture pro
gram, AACS was able to reach members and friends in about 30 communities
in Canada and the U.S.

In the 19 77-78 season we will again send as many speakers to as many
different centres as possible. Although planning is not yet completed,
we can alert our friends that Hendrik Hart will be making a tour in
February to cities in Alberta and Ontario. In November, C.T. Mclntire
will talk on “God’s work in a secular age” in the cities listed below.
Please check local announcements for details.

C.T. Mclntire: “God’s Work in a Secular Age”

Toronto
Thunder Bay
W inn ipeg
Calgary
Lethbridge
Neerlandia
Red Deer/

L a comb e
Edmonton
Sarni a

Thursday, November 24
Friday, November 25
Saturday, November 26
Monday, November 28
Tuesday, November 29
Wednesday, November 30

Thursday, December 1
Friday-Saturday, December 2-3
Thursday, December 8

Opportunity to support the work of AACS and the Institute

The work of the AACS and the Institute for Christian Studies depends on
the prayerfully offered donations of Christians worldwide who see the
need of our witness in Christian higher education. If you would like to
share the resources the Lord has given you by making a donation to AACS,
please send your donation to the following addresses to receive a receipt
for tax purposes:

In Canada

Ar\ CS
229 College Street
Toronto, Ontario
M5T lR4

In the U.S.

AACS Foundation
1677 Gentian Drive S.E.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49508

In the Netherlands

Calvinistic World Association
Potgieterweg 46
He i bc
(gironummer 17 75 496)

(
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Alberta conference: a Christian response to
cultural disintegration

As the afternoon clouds gathered, so did
the 300 plus conferees who descended on
the Evangelical Camp in Didsbury near
the foothills of the Rockies for the
Alberta AACS conference, July 29-
August 1. Tents and trailers were
hastily set up. Those with warmer and
drier accommodations quickly gave in to
the urgings of the wetter and colder
neighbours to share their possessions
with the poor.

The conference was centered on a theme
of Christian response to cultural
disintegration, a theme that. proved
ambitious enough to force a re
evaluation of the way modern Christians

Dr. Arnold De Graaff live in and use God’s creation.

Vern Wishard, pastor of Garneu United Church, Edmonton, surveyed the Old
and New Testaments, pointing out the concern God has for the poor and
oppressed. God demands that each of his creatures share in the resources
of creation. Deprivations make God angry; He pronounces His judgements
on all oppressors. Poverty is a very real thing that Christ came to
save men from. Delivery of Israel from Egypt was not merely symbolic of
salvation- - it was salvation. Subjection to oppressors was changed into
kingly freedom in a “land of milk and honey.”

The second speaker, Arnold DeGraaff from the Institute, examined the
role that the rich and powerful, including rich and powerful Christians,
play in supporting and defending oppression and poverty. The challenge
for Christians to become a source of healing, and a catalyst for re
integration of life became almost overwhelming and depressing.

However, as is always the case when God’s Word speaks, the challenge
could not remain a burden. It became a joyful call to repentance, a call
to put our lives back together for harmonious living, both for ourselves
and our oppressed global neighbours.

That message left few untouched. Feelings of fear, helplessness, and
incrimination gave way to encouragement from God’s promise of blessing
upon obedient work. Conferees were encouraged to work together in their
communities in as many small ways as possible. Very concrete practical
problems were discussed in small groups. Hopefully, practical solutions
can be found as we fearlessly experiment in a new course of living.

A Christian Perspective on the Foundations of Mathematics

A book of 165 pages consisting of 16 papers from a conference on this
subject held at Wheaton College is now available at a cost of $8.00
payable to Wheaton College Mathematics Department. by writing to Confer
ence Proceedings, Department of Mathematics, Wheaton College, Wheaton,
Illinois 60187.
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ICS News
* On September 12-13, Arnold De Graaff spoke at a two-day retreat of

about 25 Christian Reformed ministers in Alberta. In his first talk (
he addressed concerns raised in Ronald J. Sider’s book, Rich Christians
in an Age of Hunger, and focused specifically on renewal possibilities of
the church. In his second talk he focused on the educational ministry of
the church in direct relation to John Westerhoff III’s new book, Will Our
Children Have Faith? De Graaff enjoyed the openness and fellowship he
experienced during these two days, and especially the high level of mutual
understanding and support. He noted that in view of the perplexing ques
tions that face the church in our times and culture, the openness and un
derstanding was doubly appreciated.

* Sander Griffioen, senior member at ICS, was invited by the Coalition
for Christian Outreach to be one of the speakers at its annual staff

conference (August 17-19), along with Dr. Pete Steen and Dr. Ross Foster
(Grove City College). The conference was held at Grove City College.
Griffioen spent some unforgettable days there, listening, talking and
lecturing on Christian education as well as on economics. His two lec
tures were entitled “Economics and the Bible,?? and “A critical appraisal
of some of E.F. Schumacher’s ideas.”

* Social Sciences Seminar 1978

Next year, from August 3 through 11, the Institute plans to host a con
ference on the relevance of Christian studies with regard to economics,
political theory and sociology. Apart from lectures on these disciplines,
some foundational lectures will be given. (
Speakers are:

Elaine Botha (Potchefstroom, South Africa)
A.B. Cramp (Cambridge, UK)
Bob Goudzwaard (Free University, the Netherlands)
Roelf Haan (Protestant Faculty, Buenos Aires, Argentina)
Hendrik Hart (ICS)
Bas Kee (Free University, the Netherlands)
David Lyon (Brantford, UK)
Paul Marshall (York University, Toronto)
George Monsma (Calvin College, USA)
Egbert Schuurman (Free University, the Netherlands; also teaching

Reformational philosophy in Deift and Eindhoven)
James Skillen (Gordon College, USA)
Maarten Vrieze (Trinity College, USA)

Conference coordinators: Elaine Botha and Bernard Zylstra (ICS)

Secretary: Sander Griffioen (ICS)

Fees: $100.00; Students - $50.00

To make this conference as effective as possible some restriction will be
placed upon the total number of participants. Preference will be given
to those who have done or are doing advanced work in any of the fields
mentioned. For more information, write to Lynda Kosowan Hines, Institute
Secretary.
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Three new Trustees elected

Three new Trustees have been elected to the AACS Board of Trustees in
the 1977 elections. In addition, Marinus Koole was elected to a second
term from the Niagara Peninsula region of Ontario.

Dr. James Skillen, political science professor at Gordon College,
Massachusetts, was elected from Eastern U.S. He replaces Dr. Kenneth
Piers of Grand Rapids, who continues to serve on the Board of Curators
of the Institute.

From the Toronto area, Betty Westrik was elected to replace Barbara
Carvill who has taken a teaching position at Calvin College. Betty is
an administrator in the Toronto office of the Christian Labour Associa
tion of Canada.

Hubert Huyer, principal of the Christian school in Ottawa, Ontario, was
elected to replace Harry van Belle, whose move to British Columbia
created a vacancy.

The Board of Trustees consists of twelve people from the U.S. and Canada
who meet twice a year to determine policy for the AACS, to adopt pro
grams, budgets and priorities, and to give direction to the work of the
AACS and the Institute as trustees of the approximately 2000 members.
The term of office is three years, and a Board members may serve only
two successive terms. Trustees are elected by the members in the
geographic area they represent. Rev. Alvin H. Venema of Brantford,
Ontario, is President of the Board.

The Curriculum Development Centre (CDC)
has just published a 95-page student
study manual entitled Reclaiming the
Land: A Study of the Book of Joshua.
Written by curriculum researcher
Don Sinnema, the book is intended as a
study guide for students in grade levels
7-9. The purpose of the book is to lead
students to be confronted by the message
of the living God in action with His
people and to show God’s faithfulness to
His promises. This paperback manual in
cludes illustrations and student activi
ties geared to involve the students in
the learning process. It is the first in
a series of study manuals which CDC will
be publishing on the history of the
covenant. Copies of this book are avail
able for $2.50 (plus 75 postage and hand
ling) from the Curriculum Development
Centre, 229 College Street, Toronto,
Ontario, Canada M5T lR4.

CDC publishes study manual
on the book of Joshua

4
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It is heartening to hear from different quarters about all the semi

nars and conferences developing a Christian awareness, and knowing that
much of this could not have been possible without the foundational re
search done by the Institute members....

Alberta

We as a family attended the last AACS Conference in Fort Erie. . . .We en
joyed it very much.. . . Now here is my criticism, and if I am wrong please
tell me so. My observation is that you seem to depend too much upon men’s
work when you want to bring changes about. You say “Everything is based
upon the Scriptures” and I agree, but then it seems that you turn around
and try to do all the work in your own power. We do a lot of talking and
a lot of organizing, but how much time do we spend in prayer with God?
How often do we give Him the praise and glory after we have accomplished
something?

Ontario

I think that it is true that we do not feel constantly the dependance on

God that we ought to feel. Too often we feel that we have our own

strengths and that we can do things and make things happen ourselves. .

You are helping us at AACS by calling that to our attention. .

I am wondering whether the Institute is in a position to offer scholar
ships to foreign students. There is here a Venezuelan fellow who is very
much interested in the possibility of studying there, but he lacks the
financial means to do it. The Institute could be just the right thing
for him... .1 don’t need to tell you how much we need in Latin America men
with a concern to think with a Christian mind. The dichotomy between re
ligion and life is just taken for granted among all kinds of Christians.

Argentina
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