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AACS Members and Friends:
AACS operates as a membership
organization. This means that
structurally the authority and
responsibility of the AACS rests in the
hands of its approximately 2000
members. The members elect the 12-
person Board of Trustees to control the
Association for them, but the Financial
Statement and the annual operating
Budget must be approved by the
membership each year. The means for
this is the Annual Membership meeting,
held in October each year in Toronto,
Ontario, where the office is located

The majority of the members are not
able by reason of distance to attend the
annual meeting, however. Is there any
way in which they can receive the
reports given to the membership at the
annual meeting? Is there any way,
besides electing a Trustee from their
region, in which they can exercise their
membership at a distance? Yes, there is.
A chief means for this is to present in
writing the reports and questions that
come up at the annual meeting.
Members are then able to enter the on
going discussions about the activities
and direction of the AACS and the
Institute for Christian Studies by their
letters and phone calls.

That is what this Annual Report is
about. We invite your comments and
questions.

Perspective newsletter is published bi
monthly with an extra issue in January by the
Association for the Advancement of Christian
Scholarship, 229 College Street, Toronto,
Ontario Canada M5T 1R4.
Authorized Second Class Postage pending, to
the USA and Territories, mailed from the
AACS Foundation, 1677 Gentian Drive SE.,
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49508. All other
copies mailed under authorized Second Class
privileges from Toronto, Ontario. Send all
address changes and other inquiries directly
to AACS, 229 College Street, Toronto,
Ontario, Canada M5T 1R4.

AACS Overview

We are standing together in the AACS
for the purpose of bringing the gospel
of Christ to bear on scholarship. That is
centrally what we are here for. We are
convinced that religion needs to show
up inside of education, inside of
learning. Most of society thinks that
religion belongs outside of education.
In fact, the whole structural set-up of
education in the Western world tries to
guarantee that religion will be outside
of education. In Ontario, for example,
the one thing that the universities and
the government are entirely united on
is that education ought to be secular, it
ought to be irreligious. Outside of
seminaries and theological education,
that’s just the way things are set up. The
universities and the government want
no recognized education that works
with the conviction that religious belief
influences academic work. This is the
heart of the problem, of course, that we
are having in getting accreditation for
the Institute. The government holds a
monopoly on higher education and it
will tolerate nothing outside its secular
system, which it assumes to be
irreligious. It is not irreligious, of
course, but is assumed to be. Think of
the long-term effect of this on society.
No wonder that society is crumbling all
around us. And no wonder,
incidentally, that a large number of
professors at secular universities are
AACS members. They see the problems
first-hand, and many of them want to
be part of the solution.

Enormous Task
In connection with this question asked
earlier of Tom Malcolm, “why can’t we
do all three of the kinds of things in
Educational Services we might like” —

sometimes we tend to feel a bit
overwhelmed by the possibilities and
opportunities and by our own inability
to meet them. But I think it is important
that we not get a feeling of being
overwhelmed by the burden of an
impossible task. Certainly God calls no
one to do the impossible. Our task is to
persevere in faithfulness doing the work
that fits our hands. We also need to
recognize with thanks to God that in
various places throughout the world
there are other Christians engaged in
the same struggle. We need to
cooperate with believers everywhere in
the world in this great work. We are
glad that the AACS seems to serve as a
help and inspiration to various efforts in
Christian higher education in different
places throughout the world. There is
so much to be done — where do we
begin and end?

That question has been right in front
of the Boards this past week and the
staff for the past month. We have had

by Robert Vander Vennen, Executive
Director

intensive discussions as to what are the
priorities, what are the things we ought
to do first. We have found some focus
in seeing our task as an academic task,
both in the Institute and in the
Educational Services that Tom Malcolm
particularly works at. But we also want
to maintain the family conferences and
the public lecture services as more
popular kinds of things. An aspect of
the issue in a sense is the relation of
education and promotion in our work.
Both education and promotion are very
important to us.

Student Membership
One new step in the Development
work during the past year is that we’ve
introduced student membership in
AACS. For $5 a year we would like to
encourage full time students at
universities, graduate schools,
undergraduate colleges, and even high
school students, to become members of
AACS. Many of these students become
interested in our work as they hear

‘about it one way or another, but we
haven’t had very good structured ways
of relating to them and bringing them
forward to the point that when they
graduate they become full participati
members. We hope this student
membership will be of help.

Communication
Another program in development I’d
like to mention briefly is an ongoing
program, namely our newsletter
Perspective. We get this out six times a
year, approximately 20 pages each issue,
and we hope that in an ongoing way we
are able to communicate with you the
news and the insights that come out of
the Institute and our work more
broadly. I think that in terms of quantity
we do more of that kind of
communication than any other
organization that I know of. Please let
us have your comments on the quality
of it and thoughts on what could be
more helpful.

Women’s Action
I want to pay tribute now to the
Women’s Action for the AACS. This
group of women helps keep the AACS
in front of particularly women in the
local communities. They are not so
visible publicly as I think they ought to
be. I want you to know that we greatly
appreciate their work and consider it to

be very important. Financially they (bring to the AACS about $5,000 each
year, and their special interest for
financial support lies in the area of
library support, student aid and work of
that sort.
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Finances
I ought to say to you that we are having
some problems with finances. If I were
to say that I would expect you to say,
“Well, ho hum, that’s not news.” And,
of course, it is not because in one form
or another the problem has always been
with us. The form of it perhaps is a little
different now, as you will see when the

budget comes up. We are running
the fact that inflation and some

expansion, particularly in the Institute,
are running ahead of our capabilities.
We are not entirely living within our
means. The Board of Trustees and staff
were not able to solve that problem in
terms of presenting a budget for 1977.
You’ll see a gap between income and
expenditures that we cringe at. But, we
have not found ways of getting around
that. The Institute staff has taken this so
seriously that they have volunteered for
the coming year to take a reduction in
salary of $1,000 or so per person. Of
course the Board was very grateful to
hear that the staff was willing to take
such a very drastic approach to the
financial problem. We hope that the
members, too, will respond and show
commitment to do battle with the
secular spirits of our age.

We are anxious about the rental of
our building for the coming year. We
rent four-fifths of the building we own,
and we depend on that to pay the bills
for operating the building and
increasingly to pay some of our other
bills. Space in the building comes
available about a year from now and we

are doing everything we can to find
tenants who will be able to rent the
space and thus provide that financial
help.

Curriculum Development Centre
The final program I want to mention is
that of the Curriculum Development
Centre. This is not technically the work
of the AACS, except that we have
supported it very substantially and have
provided some administrative services.
You may well have seen and heard that
there are now a couple of publishers
who have made commitments to
publish the social studies units of the
CDC, particularly the work in the
Japanese and Kenyan studies. These are
major efforts to help children
undeistand the cultural way of life of a
totally different people, especially the
dynamic and the religious perspective
that motivates these people. The Book
Society of Canada is the Canadian
publisher, and Mott Media is the U.S.
publisher. Both of them have very
extensive access to public schools and
Catholic schools, and it just looks like
we can get thousands of copies of these
materials into these channels which
otherwise we have no way of getting
into. So we are very pleased about that,
very thankful for it.

The AACS Board this week has taken
action to give the CDC a greater
structural independence so that they
will have more freedom to do their
work and relate to the public in terms
of promoting their program and getting
funds to support it, although AACS will
continue to assist with the financing of
It.

For the coming year we do not see
much change in the work of the AACS.
There will be some consolidation and
belt-tightening because of the financial
problems. We are hoping to have an
additional Institute member in the area
of theology, but it is questionable
whether we will be able to make other
additions to the faculty in the next few
years.

Staff
In closing, I would like to introduce
the
other members of the AACS Staff:

Harry Houtman, Director of
Business Management

Tom Malcolm, Director of
Educational Services

Marcia Hollingsworth, Development
Coordinator

Niki Lazaridou Moquist, Secretary
Harry VanderVelde, Bookkeeper

Isaiah 35
The wilderness and the dry land shall be
glad, the desert shall rejoice and
blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom
abundantly, and rejoice with joy and
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be
given to it, the majesty of Carmel and
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the
Lord, the majesty of our God.

Strengthen the weak hands, and
make firm the feeble knees. Say to
those who are of a fearful heart, “Be
strong, fear not! Behold, your God will
come with vengeance, with the
recompense of God. He will come and
save you.”

Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf
unstopped; then shall the lame man
leap like a hart, and the tongue of the
dumb sing for joy. For waters shall
break forth in the wilderness, and
streams in the desert; the burning sand
shall become a pool, and the thirsty
grbund springs of water; the haunt of
jackals shall become a swamp, the grass
shall become reeds and rushes.

And a highway shall be there, and it
shall be called the Holy Way; the
unclean shall not pass over it, and fools
shall not err therein. No lion shall be
there, nor shall any ravenous beast
come up on it; they shall not be found
there, but the redeemed shall walk
there. And the ransomed of the Lord
shall return, and come to Zion with
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon
their heads; they shall obtain joy and
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall
flee away.

Thou Eternal Art and Glorious
Thou eternal art, and glorious.
All thy wondrous works victorious!
Let the nations, spread abroad,
Know that thou alone art God.

1

Dr. Robert VanderVennen, AACS Executive
Director



Report from the by James Olthuis, Chairman

Institute for
Christian Studies

I welcome this opportunity to report to
you on behalf of the Institute for
Christian Studies.

We have started into the tenth year
of service at the Institute. A ten year old

‘is no longer a toddler, but not yet a
teenager, either. No longer a child, but
not yet an adult, at age ten you begin
to think seriously about who you really
are. You are at a stage where you are
very self-conscious. This parable of
growth fits the Institute well. We are
growing to self-identity, and struggling
in the process to find out how to relate
to the community at large and to the
academic community.

Opening of Tenth Year
Our year formally began on September
13 with an opening convocation and
reception. Al Wolters led us in
devotions and prayer which featured a
reciting of the Lord’s Prayer in the six or
seven different languages representing
the home countries of Institute
members in the room. We welcomed
Henk Hart back from his sabbatical
leave of study in South Africa. We
welcomed Sander Griffioen as a new
member of the staff, the first person
teaching Economics at the Institute. We
missed Bernard Zylstra, who has started
his sabbatical study year. Lynda
Kosowan Hines has joined us as our
new secretary, replacing Ada Oegema
who had served the ICS with troth and
distinction for about four years.

At the opening exercises on
September 13 we awarded the
Certificate of Christian Studies to three
former students. Bruce Wearne, who
has returned to his home land of
Australia, concentrated in Political
Theory. Tory Hoff of California
concentrated in Psychology, and is now
taking further graduate study at the
University of Toronto. Donald James of
Toronto is using his study of Aesthetics
in the teaching of literature at the
Toronto District Christian High School.

Institute Enrolment
For the 1976-77 academic year we have
15 new and 19 returning Junior
Members in graduate study at the
Institute. It is notable that five of these
people are studying beyond the
master’s level, that is, are stuyding at
the Ph.D. level. Lambert Zuidervaart,
who received the M.Phil. from the
Institute, is working for the doctorate in
Aesthetics with Cal Seerveld. Massimo
Rubboli, a lecturer in philosophy at the
University of Perugia in Italy, is working
with C.T. Mclntire in the Philosophy of
History. Per-Ake Myrin, who holds the
Ph.D. in Biochemistry from Uppsala

University, Sweden, is studying the
Philosophy of Science with Henk Hart.
Lowell Hagan, on sabbatical leave from
high school teaching at Bellevue
Christian School in Washington, is
studying History with C.T. Mclntire. In
addition to these full time students,
Rev. Ronald Friesen, a Mennonite
pastor in Toronto, who has a master’s
degree from Regent College in
Vancouver, is continuing his studies part
time at the Institute.

We are also happy that seven of the
new Junior Members are Canadians.
Among them are Neil de Koning, Mark
Okkema and Dick VanderKloet, sons of
long-time AACS supporters. Like other
Canadian Christian colleges, we have
been finding it harder to attract
Canadian students than American.

Enrolment at the Institute is the same
as last year. In trying to increase the size
of the student body, we asked all the
new students this year what led them to
us. We found that with only one
exception — Joseph John of Singapore,
who inquired about the Institute after
seeing our ad in Christianity Today —

all the new students had some kind of
personal contact that eventually led
them to the Institute. We ask you to try
to be the personal contact that will lead
one student to study at the Institute this
coming year.

Educational Program
The academic year started with an
intensive four week course for new
students — “bootcamp”, as Al Wolters
dubbed it — introducing the basic
philosophical approach we use at the
Institute. New Junior Members come
from many different undergraduate
colleges, and from all over the world,
which means that they have many very
different experiences in philosophical
study. Last year’s new Junior Members
recommended that the basic
philosophical tools that are used in our
studies be set forth systematically right
at the beginning of the year, so we did
just that.

The regular academic program is
now in full swing. We have two types of
courses (though we call them seminars
instead of courses) plus tutorial or
independent study. First, we have
seminars in the various disciplines.
Second, we have interdisciplinary
seminars. We have two interdisciplinary
seminars this year. One deals with the
foundational issues in history, and
involves Mclntire, Hart and Wolters.
The other deals with philosophy and
the nature of man, involving Hart, De
Graaff and myself. In that seminar we
are studying and critiquing the 500 page

manuscript that Hart wrote in South
Africa last year.

In the tutorial courses the Junior
Member has an individual reading list
and meets regularly with the Senior
member for discussion of issues raised
in the books on the reading list.

Academic Recognition
One of the biggest issues facing us is
the battle for academic recognition.
There was not much action during the
past year except that the Ontario
government has taken a harder line
against any independence in higher
education, especially any that uses a
philosophy of education other than that
of secular humanism. They are very
forthright about that. The structure of
higher education is monolithic, and the
underlying philosophy is secular. That
such rank discrimination against
Christian education exists in the
Canadian pluralistic democracy which
prides itself on being a mosaic rather
than a melting pot highlights its
injustice. In addition, the educational
climate at the present time is against
expansion or additions to the sum total
of educational programs. Our work at
academic recognition is now (
con centrated at the personal level of ‘

getting the universities and university
professors to recognize and personally
respect our work. For example, we are
asking University of Toronto professors
who are experts in the fields of our
M.PhiI. dissertation research to serve as
outside examiners of our students. In
turn, some of our Senior Members are
now being asked to serve as outside
examiners for university students. We
are happy that the former Institute
students who have transferred to other
universities are doing very well in their
studies, which we are able to use as
another step toward academic
recognition.

Discussion of Priorities
I began by saying that the Institute is
ten years old. I’ll end by saying that
those ten years have been eventful, and
I think the next ten years will be more
eventful. A prelude to that has been the
last month and a half, during which
we’ve been meeting with one topic
foremost in mind: what is and what
should be the place of the Institute in
the Christian community and in the
world at large? How can we show the
relevance of theory in the daily life o’
God’s people? We are all convinced “S

that theory is relevant. We may disagree
as to how that relevance is to be shown.
Does it take a specific supporting
delivery system to show the relevance



of theory, or can the theoreticians
themselves show the relevance of their
work? We are agreed on what the
Institute is and should be, but we are
unsure whether the Institute needs
some sort of delivery system.

This discussion is just beginning.
Behind it lie some questions about the
identity and self-consciousness of the
Institute, and also about the AACS in a
4Thader sense. Should the AACS take

.Jre direct responsiblity for helping
God’s people make decisions in their
daily lives? What is the place of the
Institute in this matter? How should the
AACS join hands with other groups of
like-minded Christians in doing these
things? How should ICS relate to other
Christian academic institutions in doing
their academic part? We invite and
covet your involvement. Unless our
members and supporters are involved in
these important decisions we will not
have succeeded in fulfilling our task in
the advancement of Christian
scholarship.

Let me end by thanking you all for
your support, and by asking for your
support in the future. We remain
amazed at God’s grace working through
His people which enables us to
continue. God has been very good to
us. Because of Him we have each other,
and now we must work out our
salvation with fear and trembling. We
ask for your support and prayer.

Full Time Staff of the Institute for
Christian Studies:
Arnold DeGraaff, Th.D., psychology
Sander Griffioen, Ph.D., economics

ndrik Hart, Ph.D., philosophy
Thomas Mclntire, Ph.D., history

James Olthuis, Ph.D., theology
Calvin Seerveld, Ph.D., aesthetics
Albert Wolters, Ph.D., philosophy
Bernard Zylstra, Ph.D., political theory
Lynda Kosowan Hines, B.A., secretary

Report on AACS
Educational Services

The educational program of the AACS is
at a crossroads. The AACS has an
Institute for Christian Studies, which
after much struggle has found its task in
doing foundational theoretical work,
philosophy, maybe we should say. The
AACS also has a system of supportive
services for the Institute, such as fund-
raising, secretarial and administrative
services. It also has — what? That is the
question that we are now wrestling
with.

Identity of the Institute
Over the past number of years there
was a big struggle within the Institute
itself. What shall we do with limited
resources? Should we concentrate on
developing a theoretical corps of
scholars? Should we try to do
something for people who do not
necessarily have scholarship as a career
in mind? The question was finally
resolved by saying, well, given limited
resources the Institute will concentrate
on theory. But then the pressure of that
debate was transferred from within the
Institute for Christian Studies itself to
outside the Institute, but still within the
AACS. Will the AACS now undertake
other projects that will help to do some
of the things that the Institute says it
cannot do?

Other Educational Services
What do we want to do? Do we still
have in mind to expand out to a full
university? Can we do something for
the students on the university campus?
There is now a major proposal before
the Board of Trustees for a substantial
program of translating academic works
from the Dutch language. Such a
program would be very valuable
especially for new Institute students,
who are trying to understand something
of the tradition out of which we come.
Shall we hold academic conferences?
And what about our family
conferences? Should there be more of
those? Should we try to get out more
books and tapes for people without
college education? What about the
back-up research that would be
necessary for us to develop further our
program of non-academic education?
Do we want such a program? All these
questions are being discussed right now
within the AACS.

Three Currents
There are different currents of opinion
which collide and conflict on these
issues, as you might expect. I’ve been
able to identify three.

The first current of opinion comes
largely from the old-time supporters of
the AACS, those for whom the idea of a

Christian university is the important
thing. Those people are saying: now
that we’ve solidified our philosophical
core let’s try to move on and fill out as
best we can to a full university.

People who share in this current of
opinion I think will find themselves at
odds with the second current of
opinion, which arises largely from
within the ICS itself and from people
who have been very close to the
Institute struggles to find its identity
over the past few years. This current of
opinion basically says that the talent
entrusted to us by the Lord is
foundational theoretical research, and
given resource limitations let’s not try to
spread ourselves too thin, but let’s
concentrate on developing that talent
which we have been given. The AACS
movement so to speak should be the
development of the Institute for
Christian Studies, and if the way should
happen to open sometime in the future
for filling out into a Christian university,
then we will be very thankful for that
indeed, but what we really need to
work for now is to develop this Institute
for Christian Studies.

The third current, which collides also
with the first two, comes, I would say,
largely from those who were not
attracted to the AACS movement by the
idea of a Christian university, but
because the conferences, the books, the
lectures — whatever contact they had
with the AACS — held out some
promise of potential to help them find
their way in their daily walk in difficult
times. They are looking for very
concrete help from AACS in how they
should move as citizens, parents,
husbands, consumers, business persons,
people with responsiblity for the
conduct of cultural affairs.

These three currents are now
colliding around and trying to shape
what the AACS will do in the future.

by Tom Malcolm, Director 5

Dr. James Qithuis, ICS Chairman
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They would all interpret differently
what kinds of program we should have
and what their aim should be.

Steps Toward Resolution
The very evident collision came in the
Board of Trustees meetings which we
just had over the past couple of days.
When it became evident to the Trustees
that some serious reflection will have to
be given to this matter of how the
educational program of the AACS will
move, the Trustees appointed a
committee to study the priorities of the
AACS. We can expect some time in the
near future that this committee of the
Board of Trustees will be coming in
some fashion to the membership to ask
the members what their perception of
the task of the AACS is and how they
feel we ought to move in the future. I
just say this so you will know what you
can expect in the near future.

The one thing that I wanted to
express to you today is that with regard
to the Educational Services of AACS,
there are some very important decisions
that have to be made the next half year.
I would hope that all of the
membership of AACS will give serious
thought to these matters, to help guide
AACS education in the best way.

Question from the floor for Tom
Malcolm:
What is the main reason, Tom, why we
can’t pick up all three currents of work
you identified in your report? Is the
reason lack of people or is it financial?
Answer: Financial

Another question for Tom Malcolm:
What kinds of educational services have
you yourself engaged in during the past
year?
Answer: Planning and arrangements for
the Discovery lecture series, and
planning and arrangements and
speaking at AACS Conferences. I am
also responsible for the recruitment of
students to the Institute. A new activity
that could develop into a rounded out
program is the teaching of Christian
perspectives courses on secular
university campuses. I have been
teaching such a course at the University
of Toronto, and am committed to
writing a manual so that others can do
the same kind of teaching at other
universities.

Comment from the floor: Regarding the
alternatives that Tom Malcolm
mentioned, the AACS should be more
of a presence in relating its theoretical
work in a practical way. If we want the
budget to be met with larger income,

the financial response of the people will
be a response to the service of the
AACS. We are told by political and
business leaders that if the economy is
strong that the economic benefit will
trickle down to the people. Maybe this
is an extreme parallel, but perhaps the
feeling is that if ICS does good
theoretical work the benefit will trickle
down to people as a whole. But I feel
that right now the ICS should provide
the structure through its educational
services so its research work will more
directly benefit the people. Then the
budget will be met easier and a greater
response will come to the work. I
personally am more attracted to the
practical work. I can see the results of
it.

Financial
Report

Financial Report for 1975
All AACS Members were mailed the
financial report for 1975 in April, 1976.
This contained a condensation of the
auditor’s detailed statement of income
and expenditures for 1975, together
with the balance sheet. From the
audited statement we conclude that in
1975 we had a total income of $383,861,
spent a total of $363,096, and improved
our equity position by $46,821, to an
new equity of $257,923 as of December
31, 1975.

The proposed budget for income
and expenditures for 1977 and that
adopted for 1976 are shown here

Question from the floor: How are we
doing to date (October 23) on the 1976
budget?

Response: It looks as though we may be
spending some $35,000 less than the
budget allows, but even so may run
about $40,000 short of matching
expenditures with income. The income
we expect for the year is uncertain
because our major effort to get
donations is made in November when
we write everyone asking for year-end
donations. In the past two years we
have received a total of $50,000 to
$55,000 in donations and membership
fees in November and December. If we
receive that amount again this year, we
still expect to end 1976 with a deficit of
about $40,000. Fortunately our cash
position for 1976 has been good
because we entered 1976 with a cash
surplus of about $40,000. Therefore we
have not needed to be in a borrowing
position in 1976.

We should also point out that in the
middle of 1976 we received a special
grant of $50,000. The Board of Directors
decided to set aside this money for
publishing academic books vital to the
reformation of scholarship, and
therefore arranged with Wedge
Publishing Foundation for the
publication of a number of specific
titles in the near future.

What happened in 1976 was that we
set a figure for General Donations
($229,200) at approximately what we
needed to meet costs, even though we
knew and explained at the time that this
figure was unrealistically high. In 1975
we received a total of $142,530 in
general donations. We have changed
our procedure for this year by showing
what we believe is an attainable level
general donations with the result that
we have a bad bottom line, one that
shows an anticipated deficit of $62,900.
The question today is whether we can
accept a program and a budget for 1977
that shows a deficit like that.

:71 iç,

Rev. Aft Venema, Pres., Board of Trustees

ft

P. Myrin and L. Hagan, junior Members
studying at Ph.D. level
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If you compare the expenditures in
the budget for 1977 with the budget for

( ‘6, you see how tightly we are
.lding the line. The Institute costs are

up only $9500 — since a new professor
will cost more than that, clearly other
basic costs have been cut back to the
bone. The drop of $2500 for the
Curriculum Development Centre
reflects the Board decision, made at the
suggestion of CDC, to decrease support
for CDC by $5000 a year, starting July 1,
1977. We have shifted $6000 of our
business manager’s salary from
Administration to Building because he
will need to spend much of his time in
1977 dealing with new tenants for our
building, including alterations to their
needs. But the new budgets in those
areas hardly give room for inflation in
postage, salary increases and heating
bills. Overall the budget for
expenditures in 1977 is only five percent
above 1976.

Question from the floor: What is the
Board going to do about budget
planning and finances for 1977?
Response: We have already cut the
budget as tightly as we can. On the
other hand, we feel that this is the work
we need to go ahead with. In the past
“e Lord has provided when the needs

fre been equally great. We are going
t have to work hard together, and
we’ll need to recruit all of you as
people who will bear together the
responsibilities of stewardship as the
Lord has entrusted to us, and the

opportunities the Lord lays before us.
We do not want to live beyond our
means or be irresponsible. We thank all
who have responded generously and
sacrificially in the past years.

Trustee Marinus Koole was asked by the
Board to make some remarks about the
proposed budget:
I think we are just at that stage in
history where we are today that the
budget is on the increasing line. Last
year we started with $40,000 cash on
hand for the budget. We are running
short this year in income over
expenditures by about $40,000. This
means, of course, that we will end the
year just even. For us as Board it is very
difficult to look at that budgeted deficit
of $62,900 and say, well okay, let’s just
add that much to the income side and
we’ll be fine. I think we put this $62,900
at the bottom line with a purpose. This
purpose is to show the membership that
if we run at the same pace as last year
that we are running $63,000 behind, and
how are we going to solve that
problem?

It is not an easy one, but I think that
as people of God we can draw in prayer
on the blessings of the Lord. The Lord
states in Matthew 28 when he gave the
charge to his disciples to bring the
gospel to all nations, “Lo, I am with you
always”, and that promise is ours today,
too.

When the Israelites returned after
the captivity to the land of hope, they
were somewhat frustrated, too. They
didn’t know where to go. Then

prophet told them in no uncertain
language that if they have faith the Lord
will open the windows of heaven. Have
we ever thought about that? I think that
as we are here to adopt a budget of
close to half a million dollars, that we as
his people are asked today, too, to act
in faith and also in prayer and
obedience to do the work. I think that
work means that we will be busy within
the Kingdom of the Lord, not only with
theoretical studies, but we will also have
to be busy creatively with that part of
our lives that is called money, so that
we can pay for the expenses. Therefore
I would suggest to all the members that
we should adopt the budget in faith
and in prayer. But that means also work.
Let us all leave this place today as
promoters, as workers within the
Kingdom, also in regards to the budget.

AACS Comparative Budgets

Income 1977 1976

General Donations $204,000 $229,200
Church Contributions 15,000 12,000
Women’s Action 5,000 5,500
Membership Dues 40,000 40,000
CS Tuition 22,000 20,000

Educational Services Fees 19,000 16,000
Rent 144,000 143,200
Other 9,000
Total $449,000 $474,900

Expenditures
Institute for Christian Studies 193,900 184,400
Educational Services 31,200 28,100
Student Aid 23,000 20,000
Curriculum Development Centre 29,500 32,000
Administration and Development 140,200 137,300
Building 89,100 80,100
Contingency 5,000 5,000
Total 511,900 486,900
Anticipated Deficits 62,900 12,000

AACS Members and friends at Annual
Meeting



Praise and Thanksgiving
Praise nd thanksgiving let everyone
bring,
Unto our Father for every good thing.
All together joyfully sing

All people4oin us and sing of God’s
praise.
For all his blessings your happy songs
raise.
All together joyfully sing.

May we go on from here sharing God’s
Jove.
Help us in coming days our faith to
prove.
All together joyfully sing.

Closing prayer by Dr. Gordon Spykman
Father in heaven, all that we have and
are and hope to be depends upon your
outstretched fatherly hand. Help us to
reach forth and place our hand in yours
as we go on our way. We pray your
blessing upon the ICS, the AACS and
every other kingdom activity which
seeks academically to translate the
gospel into meaningful insights for the

H. Praamsma, Secretary

life of your people in the world. We
pray your blessing upon the Senior and
Junior partners in this academic
venture. Bless especially Sander
Griffioen as he has recently taken up his
work, and the new students. Grant that
many more students may come to seek
a deeper understanding of the various
disciplines in which you call us to
exercise our skills. Remember too your
people who are called upon to give
sacrificially. Perhaps it’s another token
of our affluence that we can indeed
take on a deficit budget. But grant that
we may at the same time understand
that praying for your blessing commits
us to work out that blessing. So we pray
that we may see an abundance of your
care and keeping in the lives of these
scholars and all of our people, and that
we may find creative and effective ways
of translating our faith into scholarship
and our scholarship into service. Forgive
our sins and shortcomings. Increasingly
make us serviceable to the coming of
your kingdom. Wipe out our sins and
don’t hold them against us any more.
Help us to overcome sin in our lives
through the power of your Spirit, that
in all things we may give you the praise
and the glory, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, Amen.

Members of the AACS Board of
Trustees and Board of Directors, 1976

Rev. Alvin H. Venema (President),
pastor, Brantford, Ontario

Dr. John Van Dyk (Vice President),
college teacher, Sioux Center, Iowa

Rev. Herman Praamsma (Secretary),
pastor, Toronto, Ontario

Mr. Jan de Koning (Treasurer),
businessman, Toronto, Ontario

Mr. Marinus Kdole (President of Board
of of Directors), businessman, St.
Catharines, Ontario

Rev. Morris Griedanus (Secretary of
Board of Directors), pastor,
Bra mpton, Ontario

Ms. Barbara Carvill, graduate student,
Toronto, Ontario

Mr. Gerry Clements, lawyer, Edmonton,
Alberta

Ms. Karen De Waal, housewife, Sarnia,
Ontario

Rev. Peter Nicolai, pastor, Houston,
British Columbia

Mr. Wytse Posthumus, lawyer, Toronto,
Ontario

Dr. Kenneth Piers, college teacher,
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Dr. Paul Schrotenboer, ecumenist,
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Dr. Harry van Belle, psychologist,
Addison, Ontario

Members of the Board of Curators
Dr. Peter Schouls (Chairman), university

professor, Edmonton, Alberta
Dr. Paul Schrotenboer (Vice Chairman),

ecu menist, Grand Rapids, Michigan
Dr. Arie Leegwater (Secretary), college

teacher, Palos Heights, Illinois
Mr. John Olthuis, research director,

Toronto, Ontario
Dr. Kenneth Piers, college teacher,

Grand Rapids, Michigan V

Rev. Jacob Vos, pastor, Toronto,
Ontario
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Minutes of the Annual Membership Meeting of the Association for the Advancement
of Christian Scholarship held Saturday, October 23, 1976, at 1:30 PM at the Medical
Sciences Auditorium of the University of Toronto

1. Rev. Alvin H. Venema, President of the Board of Trustees, calls the meeting to
order, welcoming the Members and friends to the meeting.

2. Lambert Zuidervaart leads in the singing of the round, “Thou Eternal Art and
Glorious”.

3. The chairman reads Isaiah 35 and leads in prayer.

4. The chairman introduces members of the staff who give oral reports on the work
of the Association: James Olthuis for the Institute for Christian Studies, Tom
Malcolm for the other Educational Services of the Association, and Robert
VanderVennen for the other aspects of the work of the Association. There is
opportunity for questions after each of the presentations.

5. A general discussion takes place on the work and progress of the Association,
during which a number of questions are raised and answered by the President of
the Board or the Executive Director.

6. A motion is made and carried to approve the 1975 Financial Report, which had
been mailed to all Members in April.

7. The budget for 1977 is presented and is adopted by motion duly made and
seconded, after a number of questions are raised and clarifying explanation given.

8. By motion the Mississauga Accounting and Auditing Services is appointed again as
auditor, in accord with the recommendation of the Board of Trustees.

9. Following a recess for coffee and the singing of another song, the chairman
welcomes and introduces Dr. Sander Griffioen, new Senior Member in Economic
Theory at the Institute for Christian Studies, who then speaks briefly.

10.Dr. Hendrick Hart, Senior Member in Philosophy, gives a very informative report
on his work and experiences during his recent sabbatical year, which he spent in
South Africa. He tells the Members that it was a very fruitful year for his research
work, and also for him and his family in many personal ways. There is opportunity
for discussion after his presentation.

V

11.With enthusiasm the Members sing a closing song, “Praise and Thanksgiving to
Thee Will I Bring”. Following a motion to adjourn, Dr. Gordon Spykman leads in
prayer.

A. H. Venema, President
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