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Mclntire edits new books on
Christianity and history

by Tod Moquist

Next year there will appear on the market a book of the sort many
scholars and much of the religious reading public have long awaited.

( The title is God, history and historians: an anthology of Christian
views of history, edited aintroducedby C.T. Mclntire, Senior Member
in history at the Institute for Christian Studies. It is being
published by Oxford University Press, New York, in hardback and
paperback editions.

The book is a collection of writings on
the meaning and nature of history by
such seemingly diverse thinkers as
Reinhold Niebuhr, Karl Barth, Herbert
Butterfield, Christopher Dawson,
Arnold Toynbee, Kenneth Scott
Latourette, Herman Dooyeweerd,
T.S. Eliot and C.S. Lewis.

Perspective readers might well ask what
thread ties them all together. The
answer is suggested in Mclntire’s
introduction: “The conviction runs
through .. . the figures represented in
this anthology, as well as numerous
others, that western civilization in
its secular form is coming to the end
of an era and needs radical transform
ation.” More importantly, in an age
of catastrophe they commonly seek a way
out of the western predicament through
a renewal of a Christian, usually
Augustinian, understanding of history.
Finally, in Keeping with Mclntire’s

-—
Dr. C. T. Mclntire
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conviction that biblical insight
is not limited to any single
tradition, he concludes that “for
all their diversity and whatever
their pilgrimage, the term to
use first in describing them is
Chris tian.H

The most striking feature of the
anthology is how clearly it
demonstrates the thesis--not
held by Mclntire alone- - that
this renewal of a Christian
understanding of history has
taken on the proportions of a
major movement in contemporary
thought. Taken together the Moquist and Mclntire discussing
collected articles and chapter- a Butterfield essay
length selections go far in
illustrating the scope of this revival.

Perspective readers will also note with interest that Sir Herbert
Butterfield, one of the thinkers who will appear in God, history and
historians, is the subject of one of Mclntire’s “other projects”.
Butterfield, Fellow of Peterhouse and Regius Professor of Modern History
(Emeritus) at the University of Cambridge, has played a major role in
the post-war renewal of a Christian view of history. His writing on the
theme of Christianity and history has been prolific, although much of it
is not widely known. Professor Butterfield has agreed to collaborate
with Mclntire in bringing out a collection of some of his hard-to-get-at
essays together with several new essays on the same theme. The
tentative title is Herbert Butterfield: essays on Christianity and
history, which Mclntire will edit and introduce.

Mclntire will be the first to admit that Butterfield has had a
significant influence on his own thinking about history. He met
Butterfield while completing his doctoral research in England from
1971 to 1973. Last year he led a year-long historiography seminar
at the Institute on Butterfield. During the course of the seminar
he came to understand that the Cambridge historian should be ranked
along with Reinhold Niebuhr •and Christopher Dawson, as a “leading
thinker” in what is a general revival of a Christian view of history.
In the summer of 1975, during a research trip to Europe, Mclntire
interviewed Butterfield about his thought. Subsequently, when
Mclntire proposed the idea of a collection of essays, Professor
Butterfield’s response was immediately positive, calling it a project
“dear” to himself, even though, said Butterfield, “I never intended
to set myself up as a religious thinker.”

Professor Butterfield has written many books on history, including
Man on His Past, Christianity and History and The Origins of Modern
Science. A publisher is currently being soughFTor the Butterfield
volume.
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Reflecting on his own academic activities in the near future, Mclntire
sees God, history and historians, along with the Butterfield essays,
as “wks along the way” to stimulate further discussion of what is a
Christian view of historical study. He has an eye on writing a major
work of his own on this theme.

* Tod Moquist, a graduate of the University of California at Davis,
is a Junior Member enrolled in the M.Phil. program in history.

Highlights of March Trustee meetings
by Gerry Clements

On March 25 and 26, 1976, the AACS Board of Trustees gathered for one
of its two annual meetings. Prior to the formal meeting, the Board
revived a tradition which recently had fallen somewhat in disuse. In
an informal way, Trustees, Curators, staff and some Junior Members met
together to discuss a paper on Governance and Administration at AACS/
ICS written by Bob VanderVennen and to listen to Tom Malcolm’s
thoughts on Educational Services and Curriculum Development in the
Five Year Master Plan.

Those present at the meeting were interested to note the unique,
Christian approach of Bob’s paper. Rather than automatically assuming
that any institute of learning should be governed and administered in
accordance with the principles of democratism, such as those laid down
in Robert’s Rules of Order, Bob’s proposals
struck a fine balance between group
decision making and hierarchical decision
making. During the formal meeting of
Trustees, the paper was referred to and
the view was expressed that it might be of
help to other Christian institutions to
give guidance as to how a Christian
decision making process could be structured.
(This paper is offered in our Reader
Service on p. 23.)

Tom’s address evoked keen interest on the
part of his audience and several spirited
verbal exchanges ensued. Some of the
frustrations Tom shared with us centred
around the fact that it is proving to be
increasingly difficult to help Christian

( students to gain a Christian perspective
on the work they are engaged in. Many
of them seem to have come to the Gerry Clements, Trustee
conclusion that there is no relationship representing Alberta
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between their own area of study and the world “out there”. Since
their own professional fields do not seem to have any answers for
the problems of the “real” world, students cannot see the signi
ficance of a Christian perspective on their areas of research and
study. Tom outlined his belief that it is essential for the AACS
first to acquaint these students with a Christian world-and-life view
which touches the things that are at the basis of their lives, such
as their families, their marriages and their livelihood. Indeed, why
then stop at the boundaries of the academic world and not go out with
this Christian world-and-life view to all those who want to hear?
Other speakers expressed the view that this task is too gigantic for
the AACS to undertake. Perhaps it is not properly a task of the AACS
since this would mean an encroachment on the tasks of the media and
the church. At this point in time the Board said that all the AACS
should attempt to do is form a bridge between the Institute and our
members and supporters by providing radically Christian: insights in the
area of learning rather than concerning itself with social problems.

Trustees expressed their concern about any potential alienation of
the ICS and AACS from the supporting community because of any real or
imagined lack of connection between “theory” and “practice”. Perhaps
such a link could be provided by the AACS participating with
organizations such as the Committee for Justice and Liberty, the
Christian Labour Association of Canada and the Curriculum Development
Centre in an issue or problem-oriented research centre..

This discussion was picked up again during the formal meeting of the
Board of Trustees. It was decided to refer the matter to a committee.
with the mandate to study the whole question of Educational Services

of the AACS. Concrete proposals will be
presented to the Fall meeting of the
Board.

The reappointments of some staff members
was one of the most important items on the
agenda. On the unanimous recommendation
of Curators, the Trustees also unanimous
ly, decided to appoint Al Wolters for a
new term of two years as Senior Member
in the history of philosophy. After
interviewing Bob VanderVennen, Harry
Houtman and Tom Malcolm, the Board, again
by unanimous decision, extended continuing
appointments to them as Executive Director,
Director of Business and Finance, and
Director of Educational Services, respec
tively: Trustees also expressed their
appreciation for the work done by each of
these men. In connection with Bob’s
appointment, Trustees approved of his
continuing to undertake matters of joint
AACS/ICS administration because of his
special expertise in the field of the
administration of higher education. It

(

(

Dr. Paul Schrotenboer
(Mich.), newly elected
Trustee- at-large
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was decided further, in accordance with
the Five Year Master Plan, to establish
a position in dogmatic theology to become
effective in the 1977/1978 academic year.

The Trustees expressed grave concern
about misinformation contained in two
North American articles on Professor
Herman Dooyeweerd. These articles pulled
quotes from out of context and were
highly unfair to this Christian scholar..
Proper redress will be sought and

_____

inquiries are being made into why these
articles were so one-sided.

On the subject of our Discovery lectures,
the staff indicated that steps will be J. de Koning (central
taken to ensure that in future the Ontario) makes a point
presentations conform to the standards
set by the AACS as well as those expected by the audience concerned.
The Board agreed that quality rather than quantity of Discovery lectures
should be stressed, and perhaps the lectures should be brought to more
communities.

Robert VanderVennen spoke about the struggle for accreditation for the
ICS. At this point we are at a stalemate with the Ontario government.
Very few universities appear to be interested in direct affiliation,
and the Ontario government has frozen all appeals for charters for any
institution of higher learning. Contacts will be maintained with the
Ontario government and the uniqueness of our educational activity will
continue to be brought before the Ministry of Colleges and Universities.

On the one hand, it was felt that formal accreditation is not technically
important, but on the other hand we must take all possible action to
ensure proper academic recognition of the degrees the ICS grants its
students. To that end, the Trustees felt that an Academic Council of
Reference should be formed where scholars from outside the ICS
evaluate the academic scholarship of the Institute. In addition, the
possibility was also discussed of adding Curators from other institu
tions, not so closely allied with our own position, to help us oversee
our academic programs.

The final item dealt with by the Board of Trustees was the request by
the Curriculum Development Centre for a further guarantee of $16,000
for work to be done during the first half of 1977. This request was
granted. Trustees were advised that the various CDC projects are
progressing very well.

At the close of the meeting Chairman Venema and Secretary Lunshof were
thanked for their faithful services, especially appropriate since both
their terms expire. We were aware that the Holy Spirit was present
during the meaningful discussions leading to the decisions made.

* Gerry Clements,. a lawyer from Edmonton, is the Trustee

representing AACS members in Alberta.
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AACS Niagara Conference, 1976

“Inevitable, incessant, irresistible” are
terms Alvin Toffler uses in his book Future
Shock to describe the thundering advance of
change ushering in the new world he envisions.
Technology, the handmaiden of change, will
bring an age where jobs will change on an
hourly basis, every product will be a
“throw-away”, permanence will be ancient
history and human relations will become
brief encounters without depth or commitment.

Toffler, Hal Lindsey, the Club of Rome and
mystics of many shades are contending with
the question., what will the future bring?

The AACS Niagara Conference, to be held Friday, July 30 through
Monday, August 2 in Fort Erie, Ontario, will focus on Change, the
Future and You. Since our viewpoint springs from a biblical
perspectreTHis conference will contend with the question of change
and how the world of our Lord is radically different from Toffler’s
fearful world.

Dr. Arnold De Graaff and Tom Malcolm, both of the ICS/AACS staff,
will deliver the major lectures entitled “The North American View
of Life” (De Graaff), “Christian Views of Life” (De Graaff; Malcolm)
and “A Change in Time to Live with Change” (Malcolm). Dr. Peter
Steen of Christian Educational Services, Pennsylvania, will lead Bible
studies on “Biblical Futurology” from the book of Revelation.

Six workshops will also be held during the conference. They will be
led by people currently working for Christian alternatives in our
changing society. These workshops will deal with labour relations
(Ed Vanderkloet), politics (John Olthuis), advertising (Dave Steen),
urban affairs (Jack DeKlerk), health, food and cooking (Niki Lazaridou)
and our relationships with native people (Hugh and Karmel McCullum).

Change, the Future and You will be a family conference held at Niagara
Christian College, Tut across the Canadian border southeast of
Niagara Falls, Ontario. There will be two dormitories plus camping
facilities available. As in other years a children’s program will be
handled by people in St. Catharines, Ontario to make the conference
exciting to children as well.

The Niagara Conference is the pilot project for future AACS conferences
held in other areas of Canada and the United States. If you cannot
attend this particular gathering but find the content of interest for
your area, please write us and let us know. Perhaps we can adapt many
parts of this conference for your area.
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Full details about the Niagara Conference will be sent in brochure
form to all people on our mailing list who live in the large
geographical area surrounding lower Ontario. Additional brochures
are available by writing AACS.

OTHER AACS CONFERENCES

ALBERTA, JULY 30-AUGUST 2:

Concordia College, 7128 Ada Blvd., Edmonton. This year’s theme is
Growing Together: Male and Female. Speakers will be James Olthuis
on “Fostering Intimacy in Marriage” and the “Joy of Friendship” and
Bonnie Greene speaking on “The Contemporary Women’s Movement”.
Workshop leaders are Jan DeWaal, Don Heemsbergen, Doug Spinney, and
John Carr.

Registrar: Mr. D. DeKierk, 10418 - 144 Street) Edmonton, Alta. TSN 2V4

* * *

BRITISH COLUMBIA, SEPTEMBER 3-6:

Central Fraser Valley Christian High School. This year’s theme is
Strengthening Interpersonal Relationships: Marriage, Friendship and
Family. Speakers include Arnold De Graaff, Sid DeWaal and Jan DeWaaL
On premises lodging is not available.

Registrar: Bert Semen, 896 Pinebrook Place, Coquitlam, B.C. V3C 4B9.

* * *

EASTERN ONTARIO (Belleville-Kingston), JULY 16-18:

Col. Vanderwater Conservation Area (north of Belleville). This year’s
theme is Food and Shelter with attention to a better understanding of
our responsibiliTies in eating, food distribution and housing.
Speakers to be announced. Families $10. Singles $5. Conferees will
camp and cook own meals (no hydro).

( Registrar: Peter VanHuizen, 197 Henry Street, Stirling, Ontario.
Registration deadline, July 1.
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Pinnock speaks on biblical inerrancy

by Connie Oliver

On Thursday, April 8, the ICS played host to Dr. Clark Pinnock,
associate professor of Christian Theology at Regent College, Vancouver,
B.C. Dr. Pinnock, a speaker well known in evangelical circles, spoke
on biblical inerrancy, the doctrine that the Bible is free of error.
He called his presentation a “truce proposal”, saying that his
proposal was occasioned by the “battle for the Bible” among evangelicals.
This battle, he feels, has led to a divisive series of attacks and
vendettas among evangelicals.

Evangelicals for many years stood united against the “Liberal” threat,
but this commonness is now jeopardized by in-fights over biblical
inerrancy, Dr. Pinnock stated. Pointing out that there are more
important battles to fight, he proposed three theses which he hopes
will aid reconciliation and healing.

His first thesis, directed especially to the “Left-wing” of the (evangelical caucus, states that the doctrine of inerrancy need not
occasion division. Pinnock pointed out that historically inerrancy
has been a strong word. This word has affirmed all that we feel is
essential about the nature of Scripture. Admitting that the word
itself is not sacrosanct, Pinnock insisted, however, that there is
great danger of diluting the meaning if a weaker term was used.
Pinnock also admitted that the concept itself has deficiencies. He
asked for sympathy for those who questioned it. At the same time,
however, his final admonition to those who struggle with the term
was: “Please, if you discontinue using the word ‘inerrancy’, assure
us that you haven’t diluted what it represents.”

His second thesis, directed particularly to the “Right-wing” of
evangelicalism, was a plea that defenders of the word ‘inerrancy’
should publicly admit that inerrancy itself is qualified (or relati
vized) by Scripture and the purpose and setting of the passage. Giving
several examples of alleged inconsistencies which had to be reckoned
with, Pinnock stated that, “The Bible contains errors but teaches none.”
He further stated that most evangelicals do in fact use inerrancy in
such a way as to embrace the “errors” (for example the discrepancies
in Chronicles). His final admonition to defenders of inerrancy was,
“Be straightforward about how you use the term because it is not
absolute.”

His final thesis was addressed to evangelicals everywhere. Pinnock
called for maturation in the shadowy area of hermeneutics (inter
pretation). He stated that the evangelical consensus is wrenched
by extreme positions on both sides because so little justice is done
to hermeneutics.
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He pointed out that the conservative right
tends to confuse inspiration and herme
neutics. This legalism binds the
consciences of those who differ with
traditional interpretations. The unfortu
nate result is that their very evangelical
commitment is often questioned.

On the other hand, the “radical” left has
tended to abuse hermeneutical freedom.
Pinnock cautioned that the “left” give the
impression of too easily doing away with
biblical authority in an attempt to take
shortcuts in removing inequalities between
people. As Pinnock sees it, evangelicals
are “caught between Archie Bunker and
Rosemary Reuther!”

Dr. Pinnock’s final appeal was for under
standing and flexibility among those people
who defend inerrancy, and he asked for
renewed submission to scriptural authority
from those people who question scriptural
authority.

A helpful discussion followed Dr. Pinnock’s concluding statement.
Although reconciliation is not always possible, he personally remains
hopeful that this can happen. Perhaps the most impressive aspect of
Pinnock’s visit was the spirit of the man. Clearly evangelical
reconciliation is of paramount importance to him. This makes his
“truce proposal” all the more appealing. While many of his personal
concerns clearly lie with the “Left wing” caucus, he nevertheless
staunchly retains those truths which are considered essential by
conservatives. We pray that the Lord will use Dr. Pinnock’s truce
proposal to help promote healing in the body of believers everywhere.

* Connie Oliver, a graduate of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, is
an ICS Junior Member enrolled in the M.Phil. program in theology.

AACS Summer Seminar still open for registrations
The Institute will hold its third Basic Issues Seminar on July 19-30.
The topic will be “Understanding the Scriptures” with special emphasis
on the books of Joshua through Kings.

This seminar is open to anyone who wants help in understanding the Bible.
It will be particularly useful to Christian school teachers, church
leaders, Sunday school teachers and pastors. James Olthuis of the
Institute, Donald Sinnema and Harry Fernhout of the Curriculum
Development Centre will lead the two week seminar held in Toronto.

Late registrations are still being accepted. For information contact
AACS, 229 College Stet, Toronto, Ontario. Attention: Tom Malcolm.

- I

Pinnock appeals for
healing of divisions
among evangelicals
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New goals for AACS Women’s Action

On April 24th the Women’s Action held their 9th annual meeting. Most
people are familiar with our purpose. We collect money for the specific
goal of advancing support of scripturally-directed higher learning.

Our donation for 1976 is $4,100. This year we have broadened our goals
by offering two ICS scholarships of $800 each, two Wedge book vouchers
of $100 each, and a $200 book fund for Third World people. The
remaining $2,100 will go into the ICS library which Women’s Action has
supported since 1972.

One scholarship is intended for a needy Canadian student and the other
for a non-Canadian student. The National Committee realized the
importance of encouraging and aiding students in financial need.
Offering scholarships to cover tuition is one way to do this, and these
scholarships will be given to students through the Student Aid Fund at
the Institute.

Our morning session dealt largely with our business operations. David
Steen was present bringing greetings from the AACS and sharing some
recent developments with us. He showed us how the AACS is busy equip
ping students to become Christian professionals and scholars. This
gives us a tremendous challenge to proclaim the Word of the Lord.

Fernhout addresses
Women’s Action

Visitors came to hear our afternoon speaker,
Harry Fernhout of the Curriculum Development
Centre. His topic, “Profitable for Teaching:
Another Look at Bible Teaching”, dealt with
the framework in which Bible should be taught
to children (see p. 11 for more information)

We all profited greatly from this speech and
left the meeting with many new ideas which
we can apply to our individual situations
as teachers, mothers or in whatever we are
doing.

In closing then on behalf of the National
Committee, I wish to thank all the supporters
who have donated to the Women’s Action. May
the Lord continue to bless us richly as He
has done in the past.

C

(

Reported by Anne Vandezande, Secretary. (
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Teaching the Bible to young people

1. The Bible and Education

Any educational approach to the study -of Scripture must find its
starting point in the unique character and purpose of the Bible
as the written Word of God. Of all the things God said and did
in the past, certain words and events were recorded for the
benefit of all the hearers, both present and future. Many other
things were not recorded. The recorded history was written to
emphasize certain features according to the Spirit’s purpose.
The apostle John sums up this purpose most succinctly:

There were many other signs that Jesus
worked and the disciples saw, but they
are not recorded in this book. These
are recorded so that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that believing this you may
have life through his name. (John
20:30-31; cf. 21:24-25)

The words and events selected by the Spirit-gui4ed Bible writers
highlight God’s relation to man and man’.s response to God. They
were recorded for the purpose of revealing God to us and of
drawing from us a response of faith. The Scriptures address our
hearts and seek to build up our faithby focussing on God’s past
revelations of Himself in His dealing with His creation through
His covenant people. Through the Bible we--God’s people today--
come to know who God is for us and what He requires of us in our
lifetime.

Because of this unique character. and purpose of the Scriptures,
the study of the Bible requires its own pedagogical approach.
Biblical studies can never be a matter of learning certain data,
truths, moral attitudes or behavioural patterns. Rather, the
Scriptures demand a heart response and an all-encompassing
confession of faith that relates all of life to God. Any study

Harry Fernhout and Arnold De Graaf.f wrote this material

for teachers who will be using theirBibie Study Manual,

Of Kings and Prophets (I and II Kings), to be published

soon by the Curriculum Development Centre, Toronto.

Used here by permission.
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Of the Scriptures must come to grips with this depth dimension

Of human life and this Integraj
0 of all man’s activities in

Christian service Otherwise it wi miss the basic character

of the Bible The way in which a Bible book or section is

dealt with in the classroom Should always try to draw OUt the

kind of response the Scriptures ask for. Concretely, when

dealing with the book of Kings the teacher Should seek to

involve the Students Personally and exPerientially so that

they are directly confronted with the compelling Proclamation

of this Bible book and may be led to a more total commitment

to the Lord in their everyday activities

The unique nature of the Scriptures also means that there is
a structural Unity and the central abiding message of each

Bible book. Since each Bible book has a main Unifying theme
and message particular Stories or separate verses must not
be dealt with in isolation. Studying Stories or texts apart

from the Specific Perspective and structure of a Bible book
as a Whole will always distort their meaning. The book of
Kings, for example looks at the reigns of the various kings

of Israel and Judah from the Point of view of the nation?s

covenant with Yahweh The kings are the God=appoifltd

administrators of this covenant. Each episode is structured

in keeping with this Point of view. A Study of the book of
Kings, therefore, Should be an exploration which focusses on
the dominant theme and abiding message. This must always

total Proclamation.involve a personal and communal confrontation with this books

The letl of lescts

In accord with the Scriptures, we confess that each person is

created to hear and respond to the Word of his Lord The

Scriptures summarize each persons calling in life in terms of

love, discipleshi service witnessing lorifyig and Other

similar words Our calling is to live the new life in Jesus

Christ Th5 is our reasonable service: to Offer Our very

selves the worship of our lives.

This religious calling0 come to know and do the Truthi5
a development
1 calling. The calling itself remains the same

throug0 life, but the s ecific in which each person

fulfills this calling is etermined by the developmental

stage in which he finds himself A baby, for example on
the basis of a feeling of safety and security is to respond

to his calling by exploring testing, exercising, and forming

his movements and senses; through developing these abilities he
comes to know his immediate surroundings During a next stage
of development a pre-schooj is called to deepen his

understanding Primarily through his Play. By Playing the
infant ca explore and test out feelings, interpersonal relations

and the Way things funct±0 A school age child comes to

2.

(

(
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1
know and do the Truth
further by making things,
taking things apart,
collecting things, going
places and experiencing
more and more dimensions
of life.

At first, the school age
child’s explorations are
more limited to the how,
the when and the where
of things and to more
isolated events. He is
not yet able to see
parts in relation to a
unified whole or to see
through relations and
events. However in his
distinctly Child-like
manner, he does confront
and experience the
Ultimate dimensions of
life. He can begin to
discern what is wrong with
regard to certain issues, but he cannot yet easily determine his
own place and task with respect to all these things. Nor can he
at this stage understand and take responsibility for all the
dimensions and implications this has for his own life and for
that of his neighbour.

Approaching adolescence, the child becomes self-conscious and as
his interpersonal relations deepen and his ability to integrate
and abstract matures, he gains the ability to ask and consider a
larger range of questio5 This. ability comes to fruition at the
time of adolescence. The student now begins to develop a sense
of the totality of life. He begins to realize that the evil in
this world is not just a matter of this or that particular thing
being wrong, but rather that the whole of life to its very
depth is distorted. In a new way he can now begin to see the
meaning of the Gospel for all of life and in the light of that
vision can come to a deepened sense of his own identity and
of his calling. This then is the calling of the adolescent:
to develop a coherent frame of reference that helps him
understand God’s good order for creation and the reasons for
its distortions. He must work out a view of life that allows
him to order his experiences and that enables him to come to
know his specific place and task in life.

The study of the Scriptures must take seriously this

developmental calling of the students. An in-depth study
of the book of Kings very directly allows the Young
adolescent to respond to his developmental calling. At
this decisive time in life, it is good for the student to
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experience deeply a book of the Bible which clearly spells
out the consequences of deciding either to serve God or to
ignore Him. Such a study can prompt him to move in a
positive direction in working out his developmental
calling and can lead him to a deeper and more radical com
mitment. For example, the student who is gaining an
initial awareness of the contradictions of our society
(the seeming prosperity and progress over against the
increased disintegration of the environment, the breakdown
of the family and corruption among the powerful) could be
deeply enriched by coming to grips with the cultural
situation at the time of Jeroboam II. By sensing the
illusory glory and underlying evil of this era in the
context of the overall message of the book of Kings, the
student will be helped in answering his own basic life
questions. And happy the student who can develop his view
and way of life in •the light the Good News.

3. Conclusion

On the basis of what has been said above about the
educational approach demanded by Scripture and the
developmental calling of the student, the following points (
call for emphasis. First, class activities should be
designed to get the students personally involved in the
Bible book. The students must not simply be told what the
book of Kings is about; they must be encouraged to explore
the book, to think it through in order to make its
proclamation a real part of their own lives. By
focussing on the main theme of Kings the student
activities attempt to facilitate this process. For
example, by writing and acting out a drama of the temple
dedication and covenant renewal of I Kings 8, the students
can concretely experience the importance of this event in
the life of the nation of Israel, and they can get a
sense of the importance and far-reaching implications of
covenant commitment today.

Second, the study of the Bible can not stand in isolation,
but must be directly related to other areas of the
curriculum and to the everyday life experiences of the
students. This Bible manual provides some suggestions
for relating the Bible study to these other areas and
experiences. Such suggestions will enable the students
to see and experience the full extent of the Bible’s
call for obedient service in the midst of daily life.
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Steen’s Alberta trip--first step

Having never been west of Ashly, North Dakota
I had no idea of what to expect in Edmonton and
Neerlandia, Alberta. (Soon I’ll hit Calgary
and other points.) Being new at AACS
“development” and fund raising, I would be
lying if I didn’t tell you I was uptight, and
that I had as many questions as answers.

From the moment I deplaned, most of my
questions were put to rest by magnificent
hospitality, openness and the ability of my
new-found friends to put me at ease. They
filled my head and briefcase with ideas and
concerns about how we can better relate our
educational task at the Institute to people in
Edmonton.

Concretely, the trip went something like this.
Day one, I met personally with a few wonderful
ly commited members who let me unwind. I also
attended a fine, relevant meeting of the David Steen: we
Christian Farmers Federation. must be more sensitive

to the West

Day two, I hit the phone calling supporters and talking with them. At
night about 40 people came over to an informal party at Gerald and
Ria Clement’s home.

Day three was spent on the phone, a few personal appointments, and an
interview for The Bridge. The day culminated with a trip to Neerlandi
where I gave t1iAACS slide presentation for the first time. There
were 10 people present.

Neerlandia and the trip there was just beautiful and unusual as well.
It was a nice feeling to be out “on the land”. But beyond that, I
found a deep commitment to the Lord and people full of love and
genuine concerns about the work we do at the Institute. It was good
to have been there.

The final day consisted of phone calls, a meeting with Edmonton
ministers, a tour of the University of Alberta campus and a good talk
with the campus pastor, Tom Oosterhuis. There was also a final public
meeting and slide show at the Edmonton Christian High School.

There are the steak and french fries of my first western trip. But
what are my impressions?
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Being based in Toronto, many of us in the AACS are far too “eastern”
in our outlook. We have to grow and become more sensitive to the
West as well as the United States and other parts of Canada. We are
one in the Spirit, but often our concerns have a local flavour.
Toronto people often miss that and assume that our view holds
elsewhere. This is not so.

Christians in Alberta are hard at work putting their perspective to
work in law, farming, business, teaching, medicine, home life,
child-rearing and the lot. The Institute and the AACS must work
alongside our co-workers in a variety of ways and our educational
programs must reflect the growth shown in local communities and
AACS Chapters.

Finally, I learned that we must communicate better with all of you.
There are many concerns that are based upon either lack of information
or simply the fact we did not express ourselves in the clearest
possible manner. A few folks still look upon the Institute as a
college. We primarily serve students who go beyond college and
university for advanced Christian education. This is why the Institute
is unique as the only Christian graduate school of its type in North
America. The challenge of the AACS is to help people see that the
Institute programs arerelevant and in many ways understandable to
our membership.

My first major trip was a good one. I found that people were generous (
with their time, money and talents. I came back home with a feeling
of assurance that all of us as God’s people have something very
important to say to the age in which we live. In Alberta I found
that peoplewere doing just that and it was a good thing for me to
be part of it.

Polman explores ways of Christian worship
by Lambert Zuidervaart

Reassuring his audience with a characteristic twinkle in his eyes that
his fragile, partially paralyzed voice would probably bother them more
than him, Bert Polman, musicologist and Lecturer in Music at Ontario
Bible College, sailed into a vigorous lecture that concluded the
Discovery VII series on “Aesthetic Obedience and Art for God’s Sake”.
His incisive speech explored the theme “Celebrating the Word-and-
Sacrament”. This was approached from four sides: 1) the nature of
Christian celebration and cultus (worship together); 2) the present-day
situation; 3) principles and balances; 4) aesthetic obedience in
cultic contexts. Its brevity and yet broad scope made the lecture a
refreshing model for popular presentations, even though it necessarily
skirted more academic questions which need not be raised here but
deserve further consideration elsewhere.

Polman began with a reference to Deuteronomy 6, contrasting his
concept of Christian celebration with the secular notion of “having fun”.
Christian celebration is an act or event in which we make God’s previous
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mighty acts our own presently in the Holy Spirit’s power. We use this
active remembrance to continue our future lives in the Spirit. The
Christian “cultus” (from the Latin noun meaning “adoration”) is
characteristically celebrative. It consists of stylized activities
which cultivate our faith-life, or, in more technical terms, it is the
“stylized, confessional, doxological activity of Christians”. Polman
returned to the aesthetic base of Christian cultus, later on, but first
he portrayed the contemporary situation.

Today, he said, Christian churches are engaging in a liturgical renewal
that raises basic questions about how we should celebrate in a post-
Christian world. The many experiments in new cultic activities
prevalent today have somewhat freed Christians from deadweight and
doctrinal rationalism which squashes joyful celebration. But these
experiments have also taken the lid off a Pandora’s box of commercial
ized gimmickry and experimentation for experimentation’s sake. As
guidelines to help us through the resultant confusion, five principles
and balanced tensions are, in Polman’s opinion, normative for a Christian
cultus.

From the Bible we discover it is essential that cultic activities be
seamlessly meshed with the worship of God through obedience in our lives:
celebrative songs and dances before the Lord must arise from and lead
into the pursuit of justice, stewardship, and so forth. Also,
liturgical activities are to be orderly so that they edify the sa:ints.
In the second place, an historical appreciation of Christian traditions
reveals both that the Word and the Sacraments must enjoy a strong
balance in our public celebrations, and that the Reformational principle,
“Ecclesia reformata semper reformanda est” means the Spirit makes all
things new, not all new things.

Polman presented the next three principles as tensions requiring balance.
First, every organized cultus should embody both catholic and more
particular concerns. Membership in the
global Body of Christ is central and should
surface in prayers, sermons, and sacraments.
But congregational and denominational ties
also need to be nourished, albeit never to
the point of becoming sectarian.

Secondly, the cultus should allow authen
ticity both corporately and officially.
That is to say, the priesthood of all
believers must be exercised--interests of
adults should not overrule those of
children. Trained musicians should not
simply perform in a concert fashion, but
rather contribute to the music making of
the entire congregation. At the same time,
the special offices for which the Spirit
annoints certain people--to be readers,
prayer leaders, preachers, or musicians
for example- -are special offices which must
be respected and nurtured. Mr. Bert Polman
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In the third place we should strike a
balance between our pastoral task of
edifying one another and our missional
task of proclaiming the gospel of the
kingdom. We can accomplish this in
part by emphasizing the purpose and
outcome of public worship services at
their opening and close.

Front these principles, Polman then
turned to the topic that tied his
lecture to Discovery VII, aesthetic
obedience in celebrating the Word-and-
Sacrament. Employing phrases more
descriptive than definitive, he’charac
terized the aesthetic side to cultic
celebration (which receives guidance
from a confessional vision and rests
in aesthetic life)as an explosive,
bubbling over, alluding-beyond-itself
sense of being symbolic and of saying
more than is immediately communicated.

Because this symbolic sense, this awareness of style is basic to
cultic celebration, Polman raised several questions illustrating how
it changes the character of public worship. When are kneeling and
lighting candles proper worship symbols? Shouldn’t offerings be
brought forward in processions rather than collected in plates? If
the water doesn’t even splash, doesn’t baptism seem more like a dry
cleaning than a washing symbol? Couldn’t we act out certain Scripture
passages during worship services? How long should silent prayers
last? Although paying attention to such matters will not straighten
crooked confessional visions nor heal sickness of the heart, Polman
continued, they are significant, basic, and very real. The style
and symbolic senhlTivity, with which we celebrate cultically, if
developed to be richly obedient, will allow the Word to become flesh
among us and will help restore health to our cultic life.

This concluding reference to the Incarnation served as a subtle
transition to the recital following Polman’s lecture, performed by
organist and composer Nobuya Matsuda, an Instructor at the American
Conservatory of Music in Chicago. His recital ended with the
powerful “Dieu Parmi Nous” from La Nativit du Seigneur by French mystic
Olivier Messiaen (1935). After several pieces plagued in their Toronto
performance by muddy te•xtures, jarring color contrasts, and arbitrary
rhythms (weaknesses I would attribute mainly to the confusing acoustics
and the hooty organ in Convocation Hall), this musical evocation of the
Word becoming real among us brought the evening to a joyful close.
From the skittering chords announcing THE EVENTI to the overwhelming
sonorities at the close, the performance brought the Incarnation before
us. Mightily chorusing angels, rough-hewn shepherds, and Mary pondering
in her heart- - all had gathered around to witness with us the Word
celebratively becoming flesh.
* Lambert Zuidervaart is a Junior Member enrolled in the Ph.D. program

in aesthetics. He also serves as chairman of the standing liturgy
committee of the Campus Fellowship at the University of Toronto.

Mr. Nobuya Matsuda
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AACS News

The Mid-Atlantic States chapter of the AACS recently sponsored a one
day conference in May at Temple University, Pa. Twenty-eight people
discussed topics related to the natural sciences. Using local teachers
and professionals as speakers, the conference featured “The Trial of
Galileo: A Christian Perspective” led by Charles Adams, “Mathematics
in God’s Creation” led by J. Gary Bryant, “Modalities, Chemistry and
the Chemist” led by John Van Dyk, and “The Computer Impact” led by
Thomas J. Ahiborn. This chapter regularly holds several one day
conferences each year and plans three or four next year. Any person
who wishes to be informed about these conferences should, write to:
Dr. John Van Dyk, 106 Cambridge Dr., Wilmington, Del. 19803.

* Northwest Iowa members and friends of AACS met with Bob Vander
Vennen in Orange City on April 28. At a dinner meeting arranged by

Peter Steggerda, Bob spoke about the ICS and showed a slide program
about the work of AACS/ICS. Bob also visited the campuses of Dordt
College and Northwestern College.

Returning home to Toronto, Bob spent a day at Trinity Christian
College, Illinois, talking with students and faculty.

* Harry Houtman was a guest at Classis Alberta North, of the
Christian Reformed Church on April 28. He made a presentation

about a new organization called Christian Stewardship Services. This
organization is being set up for deferred giving (wills, gift annuities
etc.) for churches, Christian schools, church agencies and Christian
organizations. Delegates passed several resolutions supporting CSS,
which hopes to begin its services in September.

While in Alberta, Harry received a hearty welcome from a number of
schools and individuals with whom he discussed the work of AACS and
the Curriculum Development Centre.

* Tom Malcolm’s article, “The new schizophrenia on campus” has been
reprinted in the April, 1976 issue of HIS, the monthly magazine of

Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. The article first appeared in
the September/October, 1975 issue of Vanguard magazine. A copy of
this issue of Vanguard is available from AACS for $.50 (see page 23
for ordering).

U.S. Members and Supporters: Your donations for the AACS and
the Institute should be sent to the AACS Foundation, 1677

Gentian Drive S.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan 49508, to receive a tax
deductible receipt for the U.S. income tax return.

* Moving? Please include your former address when sending us an
address change. If you inform us of your move beforehand, it will

save us time and postal charges.

Canadian readers: Please include your postal code with an address
change.
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ICS News (.

* C.T. McIntire lectured recently at Indiana University of Pennsylvania
on the theme of a Christian approach to historical study. During

two days he gave a public lecture to the history department, spoke in
a course on American history, and metwith history faculty and students.

* In April Mclntire, together with John Perkins of Mendenhall,
Mississippi, addressed a Geneva College convocation on the

American bicentennial. He spoke as well in a course in philosophy
of history. Mclntire and Perkins, along with Bonnie Greene of
Vanguard magazine, spoke at a weekend conference in Beaver Falls,
Pennsylvania, sponsored by Christian Educational Services. About 80
people attended from Western Pennsylvania andOhio.

* Calvin Seerveld will be doing research this summer in Europe,
dividing his time between the Louvre in Paris and the Warburg

Institute in London. He will study the meaning of key 18th Century
paintings, testing certain theses in the Christian historiography
of art.

* Zylstra co-teaches seminar at St. Michael’s College (
“The Contribution of Christianity to an Understanding of Politics” was
the theme of a graduate course at the University of Toronto St. Michael’s
College led by Dr. Herbert Richardson and Dr. Bernard Zyistra. The
course attracted students from many graduate schools and religious
backgrounds. Two seminar highlights were discussions of Dr. George
Grant’s lecture at the ICS last October and an exchange with
Dr. Bob Goudzwaard in January. Participants also met with Dr. Emil
Fackenheim, professor of philosophy at the University of Toronto, and
Dr. Paul Lehmann of Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, Virginia.
Dr. Zyistra is of the opinion that this kind of cooperation should
continue, especially since Dr. Herbert Richardson’s work in political
theology is comparable to the foundational interests of the ICS.

* On April 23, James Olthuis spoke on “Marriage and Family” at a
meeting in Chatham, Ontario organized by the local AACS chapter.

About 100 people of all ages attended and participated in a very
animated discussion of this topic.

* On May 5, James Olthuis made a one day visit to Gordon College
in Wenham, Massachusetts, where he spoke to the student body

in their chapel service on “Troth and Marriage” and also ‘spoke in
a few classes. During the following two days he gave a series of (lectures at Gordon-Cornwell Seminary. He spoke on the following
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topics which were suggested by a student committee: “I4ermeneutics
and Scripture”, “The Toronto Philosophy”, “Troth and Marriage”, and
“Paul on Women”. Olthuis reports that he spent a very enjoyable
and profitable three days at these schools.

* James Olthuis also participated in the Ontario Young Calvinist
Convention held in Windsor, Ontario, May 22, which attracted about

500 young people. He conducted two seminars on “Dating and
Marriage”.

* Dr. Robert Bells, who studied political theory at the ICS in 1970-71,
received his Ph.D. degree at the University of New Mexico on

May 16 upon the submission of a dissertation entitled “Mark 0. Hatfield
and the Search for an Evangelical Politics”. Eells, who taught at
Geneva College in Beaver Falls and also served as general secretary
of the Christian Government Movement in Pittsburgh, is the first
person to complete the Ph.D. requirements after spending a period of
full-time study at ICS.

* Two former ICS students have been honoured by receiving prestigious
Canada Council grants for doctoral study in Toronto universities.

They are Donald McNally and Paul Marshall, who studied history and
political theory at the ICS, and who are now engaged in Ph.D.
studies at the University of Toronto and York University,
respectively. They will use these grants to complete their programs
in the areas of history of science (McNally) and quantification in
social theory (Marshall).

CDC News

* Harry Fernhout introduced a group of elementary teachers to the
CDC’s Bible curriculum work at the professional development day

of the OCTA (Ontario Christian Teachers’ Association) Toronto district
on April 23. Many teachers expressed their happiness with. the new
alternative he presented for teaching this important part of the
Christian school curriculum.

* The experimental version of the CDC’s first Bible manual , “Of Kings
and Prophets”, has been completed in April. Copies have been sent

to various Old Testament theologians and Bible teachers for evaluation
and critique. CDC expects that the advice of these people will be of
significant benefit for the publication of this Bible study manual
in the Fall.



Reader Service

Since many Perspective readers have requested such a service, we are
happy to share some of the ongoing research being done at the Institute.
Provisional papers are prepared by ICS Senior and Junior Members, for
class discussion. The following are available:

PHILOSOPHY Cost

1 Theorizing between Boethuis and Occam. An ICS project by
Hendrik Hart, John Cooper, Jack De Klerk, John Hull and
Bob VanderPlaats, September 1973, 134 pp. $2.00

2 Our Place in the Philosophical Tradition, by Al Wolters,
Inaugural lecture, 1975, 17 pp. 1.00

3 The reality of societal structures, by James Olthuis,
January 1970, 16 pp. 0.50

THEOLOGY AND BIBLICAL STUDIES

4 The Word of God and Biblical Authority, by James Olthuis,
April 1973, 17 pp. 0.50

5 The uniqueness of Certitudinal Discourse, with special
reference to the language of Scripture, by Don Sinnema,
May 1975, 26 pp. 0.50

6 Arminius on Theology and Theologizing,by Don Sinnema,
October 1974, 43 pp. 0.50

7 The Toledoth of the Sons of Noah, by Don Sinnema,
April 1973, 22 pp. 0.50

PSYCHOLOGY

8 A Christian Perspective in Psychotherapy: Some theses,
by A.H. De Graaff, 1973, 9 pp. 0.25

9 The Anthropological Model in the Writings of C.G. Jung,
by Linda Leenders, September 1975, 32 pp. 0.75

HI STORY

10 God’s Work in History: the post biblical epoch, by
C.T. Mclntire, May 1975, 26 pp. 0.50

11 The ongoing task of Christian historiography, by
C.T. Mclntire, Inaugural lecture, 1974, 24 pp. 1.00

12 Historical study: a Christian approach, by C.T. Mclntire no charge

AESTHETI CS

13 A turnabout in Aesthetics to understanding, by
Calvin Seerveld, Inaugural lecture, 1973, 26 pp. 1.00

ECONOMICS

14 Notes Towards a Christian Critique of Secular Economic Theory,
by A.B. Cramp, Cambridge University, England, 80 pp.
(from lectures given in the 1974 Institute Summer Seminar) 1.50
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REPRINTS, BOOKLETS, AND ARTICLES AVAILABLE FROM THE AACS:

15 The Place of AACS in Christian Renewal.Articles written by
AACS/ICS staff members on Sphere Sovereignty; The
Word of God; Biblical Principles for Education; and
Faith, World and Life View, and Philosophy. Reprinted
from The Banner, 1974 no/charge

16 What is the Bible? The Word of God, and Moralism and
the Bible. Collected articles by Dr. Paul G. Schrotenboer
and Dr. Gordon Spykman, which appeared in Calvinist
Contact in 1971. n/c

17 The Word of God: an exchange between Prof. John Frame of
Westminster Seminary and James Olthuis of the Institute
for Christian Studies. Reprint from Vanguard magazine,
February 1975. n/c

18 Junior Members assess work at ICS. Interview from
Perspective newsletter, April, 1975. n/c

19 ICS takes on the world! Article from Insight magazine 1973. n/c

20 The Institute for Christian Studies; A response to the
secular university, by Robert VanderVennen n/c

21 The new schizophrenia on campus, by Tom Malcolm
(contained in Vanguard magazine, September 1975). $0.50

22 Governance and Administration at AACS, by
4 Robert VanderVennen, March 1976. n/c

23 1975 Annual Report to the members and friends of AACS,
(the substance of the January, 1976 Perspective). n/c

Order Form

I would like the following items listed in Perspective, Vol. 10, No. 4.

To order circle the number of the article you want.

1 4 7 10 13 16 19 22

2 5 8 11 14 17 20 23

3 6 9 12 15 18 21

Name
. Amount enclosed:

(print)

Address

Please make cheques payable to the AACS. Any small donation to cover
postage and handling would be appreciated.
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Readers comment on Perspective
Your response to our questionnaire about Perspective newsletter (content,
design) is most encouraging. We have learned a lot from your suggestions.
Here are a few comments we’ve received so far. Please keep those
suggestions rolling in.

To improve your magazin&I would like to see a list of books
from a Christian perspective (including articles) that could
help struggling students in the various academic areas while
they are doing their college work. Much of your emphasis is
on the post-graduate level which is fine, but, there are (
those who, like myself, are struggling now. . .please
remember the undergraduate more.

Memphis, Tennessee

A non-academic, I like it, all of it and read all of it. . .1
much appreciated the “yellow pages”. It took a second
sitting with the rag on a leisure Saturday night just prior
to bath-time--could let it soak in while in the tub.

Houston, B.C.

I like the old format. It is less pretentious, more
honestly fits the contents, and I suppose, the pocket book
as well. . . .And what about a reader service--copies of
papers, articles, etc.?

Mississauga, Ontario

I really enjoy reading Perspective. I have no “philoso
phical” background, but I am gradually picking a few things
up by reading your articles and have a growing idea of what
you at ICS and AACS are trying to do. Wish we were
financially able to support the work. Perhaps someday we (
can.

Gainesville, Florida
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