
Summer School 2009: Christianity 
and the Ecological Crisis

which we find ourselves,” he said. 
“Really, the course is about fol-

lowing the gospel’s mustard-seed 
logic, and thereby awakening to pos-
sibilities for change,” added Kuipers. 
He believes that linking the ques-
tions raised by the ecological crisis to 
gospel themes of hope and redemp-
tion empowers people to respond to 
God’s call to imagine an alternative 
future. 

Christianity and the Ecological 
Crisis examines various philosophers, 
theologians, and practitioners who 
self-consciously reflect on what an 
authentic Christianity might have to 
say about the ecological crisis. For the 
Beauty of the Earth, by ICS alumnus 
Steve Bouma-Prediger, and Paradise 
of God, by Norman Wirzba, are two 
of its texts. The work of theologians 
such as Sally McFague is also con-
sidered, and there is a possibility of 
a field trip to a local organic farm in 
the summer of 2009.

“It’s not just about theorizing. 
This course is really about turning 
from a way of death to one of life. It’s 
about struggling for direction and 
discerning the spirit,” said Kuipers. 
For information about ICS courses 
see www.icscanada.edu/students/. 
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by Sophie 
Vandenberg O ne ICS course that’s 

causing a buzz, and 
which will be offered 
as part of this year’s 

summer school, is Christianity 
and the Ecological Crisis. Shawn 
Stovell, the Institute’s Director of 
Student Services, calls it one of ICS’s 
top four courses. “When people talk 
about the program, they talk about 
this class,” he said. 

Ron Kuipers, who teaches the 
course, arrived at ICS committed to 
creating opportunities for intentional 
discussion about what it means to 
live the Christian faith in all of life, 
and specifically in how we use the 
earth. 

He began reading the work of 
farmer-writer Wendell Berry and 
other Christians who were critical 
of Christianity’s track record in the 
area of ecology. The biggest lesson 
Kuipers drew from Berry is that the 
question of how we use energy daily 
is a moral one. “Although we all par-
ticipate in an unsustainable system, 
thinking about energy use as a moral 
problem encourages us to move 
beyond assigning blame and instead 
to assume personal responsibility 
for our choices and the situation in 



ICS alumnus Steven Bouma-Preidger 
recently served on the advisory board 
of The Green Bible. This green-letter 
edition of the NRSV Bible high-
lights key passages about the beauty 
of God’s creation and the Chris-
tian’s calling to care for creation. 
It includes a forward by Desmond 
Tutu and inspirational essays by 

N.T Wright, Wendell Berry, Calvin 
DeWitt, Pope John Paul II, Brian 
McLaren, Barbara Brown Taylor, and  
others. It is manufactured using post- 
consumer recycled paper, all-natural  
100% cotton/linen cover material, 
and soy-based ink. Bouma-Prediger 
is a professor at Hope College (see 
www.icscanada.edu/ics/alumni/). 

ICS AlumnuS ServeS AS AdvISor to The Green BiBle
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the way down” was to pass beyond 
reasonable expectation into a realm 
of wonder in which anything could 
happen because the Creator might ask 
it. In Aquinas’ telling, no creature 
can engineer a miracle in another or 
in herself, not even by working hard 
and wanting it badly enough. Rather, 
those miracles capable of fully provid-
ing for a needy world are always only 
in God’s gift. They bubble up from 
the secret caverns of creation and 
bring shalom beyond measure, but 
only when God asks. And who can 
tell what God will ask? 

What moves me about Aquinas’ 
take on miracles is that he was a 
begging brother, living from gifts 
the faithful proved willing to give. 
He lived in a community of such 
brothers, with no financial formula 
to make their planning easier, just a 
constant dependence on the generos-
ity of the faithful for daily bread. As 
anybody knows, that is no way to run 
an organization; what could such a 
rabble amount to? And yet, begging 
brothers like Thomas Aquinas became 
the intellectual giants of their world, 
transforming the way future genera-
tions would think and feel. They were 
not always on the side of the angels—
though they did produce one Angelic 

Doctor—but it would be hard to deny 
that they often served God well. 

I have occasionally thought of ICS 
as a contemporary Protestant version 
of those begging brothers of the 
Middle Ages. It could be said of ICS, 
too, that we live dependent on the 
gifts the faithful are willing to give. 
Hard-headed planning is not always 
possible in such circumstances, 
though we have a duty to attempt 
it. Even so, ICS manages to oper-
ate at a remarkably high academic 
level: while we have yet to produce a 
Thomas or Tamara Aquinas, we have 
enjoyed the presence of a number of 
very fine scholars in our midst. And 
there is a blessing to be had in ICS’s 
“beggarly” stance toward the com-
munity of faith: to live this way is to 
live in the knowledge that survival 
itself—and beyond that, the accom-
plishment of our mission—lies in the 
hidden place from which miracles 
bubble up at the call of God. We 
learn to accept in our bones that all 
planning and worry and effort are 
just ways of being available for yet 
another miracle, if God should ask. 
That is not an easy blessing. Still, 
it is a privilege to be the recipients 
of so much divine asking, even after 
more than forty years. 

E very four years I teach 
a course on the medi-
eval theologian Thomas 
Aquinas and his struggle 

to understand miracles. Among the 
many terms he used, one finds the 
striking “obediential power.” The 
spiritual impulse behind this term 
never fails to move me: the belief 
that every creature is gifted, just by 
being a creature, with the ability to 
do whatever the Creator asks of her. 
Aquinas had the bone-deep convic-
tion that to know any creature “all 

Bob Sweetman
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T hough separated in age 
by fifty years, ICS student 
Ryan Euverman and ICS 
founding member Aren 

Geisterfer enjoy a deep and signifi-
cant friendship. It is through this 
friendship that Ryan eventually 
found his way to ICS.

As an undergraduate at the 
University of Ottawa, Ryan planned 
to study political science, but by his 
second year he discovered that his 
real passion was philosophy. “It cap-
tured me, and after that I went into 
it full throttle.” 

At the same time, Ryan was 
a member of Kanata Christian 
Reformed Church in Kanata, 
Ontario, where Aren also attended 
and occasionally preached. “He was 
a really cool old guy. And I felt he 
was saying something important,” 
recalled Ryan.

The two had known each other for 
a number of years through church, 
but as Ryan’s questions grew, opened 
up by his studies at the U of O, the 
frequency of his conversations with 
Aren began to increase as well. 

Aren, who loves to cook, would 
sometimes invite Ryan to his home, 
where they would eat spicy Asian 

Ryan, Aren, and ICS 
by Sophie Vandenberg

dishes and exchange ideas. During 
dinner conversations Aren would 
challenge the notion that philosophy 
is neutral. As he said, “Every part of 
life is religious.” In their animated, 
sometimes twice-weekly discus-
sions they considered the thinking 
of Plato, Immanuel Kant, Bertrand 
Russell, Charles Taylor, Jacques Der-
rida, Richard Rorty, and others. Aren 
added the writings of Evan Runner, 
Brian Walsh, and Richard Middleton 
to Ryan’s reading list.

“Aren would often tell me that 
my role as a philosopher had to be a 
matter of critical engagement,” Ryan 
said. Over the course of many din-
ners and conversations with Aren,   
Ryan’s interest in the work of the 
Institute was kindled. “ICS was the 
place to go,” he said. “I didn’t apply 
anywhere else.” When he applied, 
Aren was the one who wrote Ryan’s 
introduction to ICS.

Now that Ryan is at ICS, he finds 
it to be a place of precisely the sort of 
prophetic engagement he and Aren 
had talked about in their conversa-
tions together. It’s also a place where 
creativity and students’ gifts are 
encouraged. 

“The beauty of ICS is that pro-
fessors meet you where you’re at. 
There are no cookie cutters here. 
Ron Kuipers has taught me the 
importance of hermeneutic charity 
and compassionate reading, and Bob 
Sweetman has taught me the impor-
tance of humility and the importance 
of rhetoric. I learned deconstruction 
from Shannon Hoff and Jim Olthuis. 
And from the latter, I learned how to 
‘live the beautiful risk’. All of those 
methodological orientations cash out 

directly in one’s way of life, for the 
ideas – and professors – force a practi-
cal difference,” Ryan said.

Despite the 300 kilometres now 
separating the two friends, they con-
tinue to communicate regularly. The 
conversations are often by telephone, 
but there are still regular visits. Ryan 
said, “Every time I go home, I have 
to see him. Aren is a wonderful per-
son. He’s a spiritual mentor and he’s 
one of my dearest friends.” 

If you know of a student who mIght benefIt  

from attendIng ICs, please refer them to  

shawn stovell, dIreCtor of student servICes, at  

sstovell@ICsCanada.edu, or for InformatIon about 

ICs programs see www.ICsCanada.edu/students/.



Biblical
Reflection

I n the beginning God began to 
make a home. What should it 
include? Light, certainly. The 
warmth of sun by day. And 

darkness, the cool relief of night. A 
sky for gazing into. Land, a place 
of growth and fertility, of plants for 
scent and food. A place of trees, set 
out by God’s own hand.

It was an orchard and a forest, 
a home of comfort, beauty, and 
nourishment. It was good, but it was 
not enough. Creatures were needed 
to twist and roil in the water, to dive 
and dip in the skies, to crawl and 
creep up the trees, to hop, lope, and 
graze on the earth. 

Was this enough? Was this a 
home? It had beauty, indeed. It had 
nourishment and comfort. It had 
variety and teeming life. It was good, 
but it needed something more.

God knelt down in the earth. God 
put fingers into the clay and began to 

God and our Creational Home: A Story in Four Acts
by Sylvia C. Keesmaat

work it. Hard, fiddly work that made 
the clay find its way under God’s 
fingernails. When God was finished, 
God breathed the very breath of God 
deep into this new creature, made 
from the earth. 

What was this creature? Someone 
to care for the home! Someone to 
tend the plants, keep the creatures, 
enjoy the beauty, gaze into the sky. 
Someone made from the earth to be 
the hands and heart of God in this 
home. 

It was very good. But there was 
more. At the end of the day a home 
is a place of rest, a place of trust and 
sabbath, a place to stop your work 
and rejoice in it. So God did just 
that. God rested. And God rejoiced. 
God had made himself a home, and 
it was very, very good.

   

The prophet hardly knew where to 
begin. There was nowhere to look 
without grief. The trees had been 
formed into unwilling groves for 
idolatry and the stones shaped for 
altars to death-dealing gods. The ani-
mals lived in fear, the fish of the sea 
were perishing in their blood-filled 
waters, the birds searched in vain for 
a place to rest, and the land groaned 
in bondage. 

What had happened to the home 
of beauty and nourishment? Where 
had the earth-creature gone, the one 
who was to nurture and care for the 
animals, the trees, the land? 

The home had been destroyed, 
and not even the land could rest.

   

It began with the cool caress of water 
on the head of Jesus, and then forty 
days in the wilderness. Where else 
would his work begin than with the 
animals, with the land itself? Where 
else could he find the nourishment 
to resist the tempter? He made peace 
first with the wild beasts. But there 
was more. He made peace with the 

wind and the waves, he called people 
to remember that the lilies of the 
field and the birds of the air could be 
their teachers. He took the humble 
gifts of the soil: bread and wine, and 
used them as his symbols for life. 
He set before the earth-creatures the 
choice of death—money, pride, and 
greed—and the choice of life—lilies, 
birds, bread, wine, and hospitality. 

When he died all of creation 
wept. When he rose, all of creation 
rejoiced.

   

We are here. This is our part of the 
story, our chance to take up the 
thread of the narrative and live it 
into life. What part of the story will 
be our script? Will we rejoice in our 
creational home, carrying forth the 
vision of God for nourishment and 
rest for land and creature? Will we be 
the ones who look with grief on the 
violence around us—the clearcuts, 
the tar sands, the melting polar caps, 
the dwindling wetlands? Will we 
weep with grief for the creatures 
that once found rest and nourish-
ment in these places? Will we be the 
ones who bring peace, who tend and 
restore with great love the places in 
which we find ourselves? Will we be 
the earth-creatures, created to tend 
God’s creational home? 

Dr. Sylvia C. Keesmaat is Adjunct 
Professor of Biblical Studies at ICS. She 
lives on an organic solar-powered farm in 
southern Ontario.
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Global
Reach

a l u m n u s  p h a e d o n  

k a l o t e r a k I s 

t h e s s a l o n I C a ,  g r e e C e

It was love at first sight,” says 
alumnus Phaedon Kaloterakis of 
his relationship with ICS. Kalot-
erakis was initially introduced 

to ICS writings in a social justice 
course while working on a Master of 
Divinity degree at Boston’s Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary in 
1980. He wrote to ICS, requested 
a transfer, was accepted, and found 
himself living in Toronto in 1982.

“Without exaggerating, I would 
call it a life-changing experience; for 
this gift I am grateful to God and 
to ICS,” says Kaloterakis, who has 
worked for the past two decades for 
KETHEA in Thessalonica, Greece, as 
its National Assistant Director.  

KETHEA, the oldest and largest 
drug rehabilitation organization in 
Greece with over 90 units nation-
wide, is also a consultant to the UN’s 
Economic and Social Council (ECO-
SOC) in drug matters. Kaloterakis 
oversees all of KETHEA’s centres 
and activities in northern Greece, 
participates in various UN and EU 
committees, and acts as external 
supervisor of the drug rehabilitation 
programs in Bulgaria.

Kaloterakis said he came to ICS 
in need of a more theoretical and 
systematic framework for his think-
ing, and ICS provided it. He was 
inspired by professors Al Wolters, 
Jim Olthuis, Calvin Seerveld, Paul 
Marshall, and Henk Hart.  

“As I think back on my time at 
ICS, what stands out is the commu-
nity spirit and camaraderie among the 
junior members,” said Kaloterakis.  

Kaloterakis studied at ICS from 
1982 to 1984 and then went back to 
Greece. He returned to Toronto in 
1994, finished his thesis on therapeu-
tic communities for drug addicts and 
Jim Olthuis’ approach to psycho-
therapy, and received his Master of 

ICS’s Global Reach
by Sophie Vandenberg

Worldview Studies (MWS) degree. 
When asked how his ICS experi-

ence finds expression in his life today, 
Kaloterakis referred to the strong 
influence of Jim Olthuis in his work 
as a therapist in a therapeutic organi-
zation. Kaloterakis is also a musician 
and has had the privilege of serving as 
the first president of the Greek Chris-
tian Artists Union. This too reveals 
ICS connections: “Brian Walsh was 
the keynote speaker at our first con-
ference, and Cal Seerveld, who visits 
us often, is an honorary president of 
the Union,” Kaloterakis said. 

In addition, Kaloterakis stated 
that because of ICS’s strong academic 
reputation he was accepted as a PhD 
candidate by London’s Brunel Uni-
versity, where he will be focusing on 
relapse prevention in drug addictions 
therapy. 

“But more than this, in my func-
tion as a spouse, father of four, friend, 
labourer, citizen, etc., I try to make 
a conscious effort to live a Christlike 
life,” says Kaloterakis.

He notes one other, less direct 
way that his ICS experience in 
Toronto continues to manifest itself 
in his life today. He serves as a 

member of the Board of Directors of 
IRAKLIS, the oldest sports club in 
Greece, and is chairman of its hockey 
team. “My younger son and daugh-
ter play the game!” he said. “But 
because we do not have an ice rink in 
Greece we travel to Bulgaria for the 
matches.” 

To view ICS’s alumni page see
www.icscanada.edu/alumni.
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W hat brought ICS’s 
newest Senior 
Member, Rebekah 
Smick, to the field 

of aesthetics? The answer is simple: 
“Art drew me to the study of aesthet-
ics! I cannot really think of a time in 
my life when I have not been moved 
to wonder by what this powerful gift 
to us can accomplish.”

Rebekah began teaching philoso-
phy of art and culture at the Institute 
this past September. After complet-
ing an MA at Columbia University, 
she received her PhD from the 
University of Toronto. She studied 
at ICS in the 70s and is excited to be 
able to return here to teach. Remem-
bering what drew her to the Institute 
back then, she says, “Cal [Seerveld] 
was very pioneering in those days, 
and he had something very unique to 
say about the arts to people who were 
thinking seriously about faith and 
art... I have very strong memories 
of that feeling of enlightenment we 

New Faculty Profile: Dr. Rebekah Smick 
by Allyson Dziedzic

have when we come across a piece of 
writing whose wisdom is hitting us 
at just the right moment in our own 
spiritual and intellectual journeys.”

Rebekah’s intellectual journey 
has taken her to some very interest-
ing places, and continues to do so. 
Currently, she is working on a book 
about the role played by Christ’s pas-
sion in the theoretical understanding 
of art in the Renaissance. This allows 
her to work out connections between 
theological and aesthetic discus-
sions, using such thinkers as Dante 
as examples. Questions about the role 
of art when it comes to faith have 
been common throughout much of 
Western culture. However, focusing 
on the parallels thinkers have drawn 
between Christ’s spiritual journey 
and struggle during his passion on 
the one hand, and the activity of the 
artist on the other, leads to research 
into the theoretical constructs that 
support the various practices of art 
and artists. It engages the deepest 

roots of Christian understandings of 
life and makes room to talk about 
the way art brings grace into people’s 
lives. Thinking about art and faith 
together from both theoretical and 
practical perspectives is one avenue 
that Rebekah is pursuing in her work 
in aesthetics. 

Sabbaticals: Blessed Work
by Lambert Zuidervaart, Novermber 2008

S abbaticals are not time off. 
Instead they are “time on.” 
The pace and character 
of work changes: fewer 

phone calls and e-mails disrupt the 
day; lecturing, leading seminars, 
and grading papers lose prominence; 
committee work virtually disappears. 
Yet it remains work—often exhila-
rating, sometimes exhausting, but 
always worth doing.

I have been on a half-year sab-
batical since June 2008. My primary 
project for the sabbatical is to work 
at completing a book manuscript I 

began fifteen years ago, titled Art in 
Public: Politics, Economics, and a Demo-
cratic Culture.

Released from committee assign-
ments after May and from teaching 
classes in the fall, I resumed research 
in June. At first I wondered whether 
the time to finish this book was past; 
whether, after publishing five other 
books, I had enough interest and 
passion; whether the topics remained 
relevant and my ideas worth publish-
ing. But by the end of July I had 
written or rewritten three chapters. 
Any remaining doubts disappeared 

in August, when I learned that 
Cambridge University Press plans to 
publish Art in Public. I had com-
pleted two further chapters by early 
November, and expect to finish two 
more by Christmas.

The idea for sabbaticals goes back 
to an ancient agrarian setting, where 
every seven years all fields were to 
lie fallow while God’s generosity 
sustained life (Exodus 23:10-11; 
Leviticus 25). Similarly, every seven 
years all creditors were to remit any

continued on page 7
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Sabbaticals, continued from page 6

debt owed by community members 
(Deuteronomy 15:1-6). The idea was 
to let workers and fields replenish 
themselves, to give landless people 
and wild animals access to untended 
bounty, and to remind everyone of 
God’s gracious care.

This agrarian rest seems incon-
ceivable in an age of hyperproduc-
tive agribusiness, yet the sabbatical 
year still flourishes in North Ameri-
can universities and colleges. Like 
fields lying fallow in ancient Israel, 
faculty members on sabbatical are 
to replenish themselves, though, 

unlike fallow fields, we need to 
apply for sabbaticals and report on 
the results. The generosity that can 
accompany sabbaticals is crucial: 
time away can open scholars to 
people and places beyond their own 
schools, reminding them of their 
wonderful calling and the social 
fabric that sustains it.

Sabbaticals are periods of gentle 
germination and unhurried harvest. 
Like ancient Israelites in fallow 
fields, one gathers insights and clues 
that have popped up in one’s teach-
ing and research and brings them 
home. Such gathering is blessed 
work, for which I give thanks. 

Lambert  
Zuidervaart

Peter
Borgdorff

FICS

FICS, The Institute’s American Friends
by Carol Veldman Rudie (FICS Chair)

W hen Friends of 
ICS (FICS) began 
in 2001, its early 
efforts proved that 

much, much more could be done 
to improve the visibility of ICS in 
the US. Since then, Friends of ICS 
has made steady progress toward an 
expanded outreach. A number of 
projects have identified opportuni-
ties and programs in the US through 
which ICS would gain financial 
support, recognition of its graduates, 
and a network of supportive people 
and institutions. 

The latest addition to the Friends 
staff illustrates the positive impact 
of additional human resources. 
Executive Director Peter Borgdorff, 
although part-time, networks with 
new donors and longtime supporters 
alike. Working with ICS Develop-
ment staff, he shapes specific projects 
and communication pieces to make 
them appropriate to the US setting.

Programming included hosting 
the 2007 Worldview Conference 
with Trinity Christian College in 
Chicago, a day-long event featuring 
speaker Dr. Richard Middleton and 
including a variety of breakout ses-

sions.  The success of this conference 
demonstrated that programs carried 
out in partnership with local institu-
tions are an important element of a 
broad development strategy. Local 
volunteers are currently providing 
the enthusiasm for a 2009 World-
view Conference to be held in North-
west Iowa on April 18, and possibly 
another in Grand Rapids.  

As one of its first efforts, Friends 
of ICS created a network of indi-
viduals and congregations equipped 
to communicate the ICS vision. 
Currently, a number of Advocates 
in local churches and communities 
share information in both direc-
tions: they bring messages about 
ICS to the people in their regions, 
and tell Friends what people want to 
know about ICS. Morris and Alice 
Greidanus, the founders of this net-
work, are always on the lookout for 
people who would like to be added 
to the Advocates.

Friends of ICS actively pursues 
meaningful ways to promote the 
mission of ICS in the US. While 
fundraising remains an important 
activity, the board of FICS continues 
to look for effective communication 

methods, programming possibilities, 
and partnership opportunities. To 
keep informed, check the website at 
www.friendsofics.org. 



2009 Worldview Conference Series

Rekindling Christian Imagination
The way we picture the world to ourselves  

has a great deal to do with how we live in it.

The Garden of Delight
Learning from the Stranger

with David Smith
ICS Alumnus and Director of the

 Kuyers Institute for Christian Teaching 
and Learning at Calvin College

Vancouver Jan 24
Calgary Feb 28

Edmonton Mar 21
Sioux Centre Apr 18

Toronto Sept 26
Ottawa Oct 3

Grand Rapids Nov 7

www.icscanada.edu/events
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A growing number of subscribers are taking 
advantage of the twice-monthly online ICS 
newsletter, Channel 229, to stay informed 
about ICS happenings. Each issue of Channel 
229 features a number of succinct updates 
on faculty, student and alumni activities, 
upcoming events, book releases, and other  
news of interest to the ICS community.  

Subscribers can read just the headlines, or they 
can follow related web links to dig deeper. Once 
a month, Channel 229 includes a link to the 
ICS President’s Prayer Letter, which offers yet 
another window into the life of the Institute. 

For the most current and complete information 
about the ICS community, subscribe to 
Channel 229. Go to www.icscanada.edu/
channel229/ and follow the links.


