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Mikel Dufrenne Holds Seminars In
Aesthetics At The Institute

Professor Mikel Dufrenne,
the distinguished French
aesthetician, gave two
lectures on aesthetics at
the Institute January
14-16. These were accom
panied by extensive dis
cussion with professors
Seerveld, Hart and
Wolters, and the other
members of the ICS Inter
disciplinary Seminar
which is working to
identify and relate the
nature of aesthetic life
to thought, language and
culture in general.
Dufrenne, professor at
the Universit of Paris,
is perhaps the most impor
tant phenomenological
aesthetician alive today,
and his books have set
many standards of inter
national aesthetic theory for a generation.

by Dr. Calvin G. Seerveld

The Institute was able to share him with the University of Toronto
Graduate Program in Comparative Literature and the Department of
Philosophy. Fruitful academic exchange was promoted as professors
from the Universities of Toronto, York, Waterloo, Guelph, and their
students attended the seminars held at the Institute, and Institute
professors and students were able to join in special gatherings
held at the University of Toronto.

I —

Dr. Seerveld with guest Mikel Dufrenne
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Special to the Institute’s participation in the visit was the search
ing discussion which occurred about the basics of Dufrenne’s
philosophy. Dufrenne showed an enormous vitality and sensitivity to
the richness of creation, which for him is not a gift of God but a
brute, nondescript, fecundive NATURE. Now in his middle sixties, he
is struggling to find a foundation and ways of interrelating the
assumptions which guide his searching analysis. There are still
certain things “up in the air” about his humanism.

We were able to identify ourselves to Dufrenne as a body of Christian
scholars who are biblical and calviniste, that is, radically obedient
to the Lord Jesus Christ in our serious research. The lecturer on
the university circuit doesn’t meet this so often these days.
Dufrenne became sensitive to this not by morali.sms from us or from
direct challenges to his unbelief, but by the probing level of our

questioning to the very
foundations of his theory
of art, and especially by
much animated, private
discussion for three days
and three nights.

Mikel Dufrenne is a richly
gifted person. His is
perhaps the most open,
secular aesthetic theory
of the present day. We
have gained very much from
the great gifts God has
given him and we hope his
visit among us may help
him in his search for com
mitted, fruitful founda
tions for his work and his
life.

* * * * * * * * * *

The Institute for Christian Studies

invites College Seniors and Graduate Students

to request information

about studying at the Institute

in 1975 - 1976.

Send inquiries to:

Ada Oegema
Institute for Christian Studies

229 College Street
Toronto, Ontario

M5T 1R4

Dufrenne laughs with Mary Carolyn
Mclntire and Seerveld
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Response is great to financial appeal
by Harry Houtman

It is with real pleasure and gratitude
that I can report to you the results of
our year-end appeal to bring down a pro
jected $45,000 deficit for the 1974 budget.
In dues and donations, $27,700 was specif
ically designated for the deficit, while
another $24,000 in contributions came in
at the same time to cover our November and
December expenses. The good news is that
we now have less than $20,000 of our
1974 projected $45,000 deficit left, and
that will be a target for attention in this
current year.

Many of you who had already given more than
$25 above dues in the first ten months
donated most generously again. Another
132 persons who had paid only their member
ship dues also added a gift, making the
“over $25” group total more than 800
members. We thank everyone who responded
to our appeal. Thank you too for your many
encouraging notes and letters. On the
whole, you communicated to us that the AACS
should most certainly continue with the
work, do the best possible, even expand, but
the Lord that He’ll make it possible.

And what now for 1975? We don’t have a year-end figure for 1974 yet,
but we estimate that our total income was around the $330,000 figure.
For 1975, we will receive an additional $65,000 in rental income on
our building. With this increase, we could “count” on a minimum
income of $395,000, if everyone contributes an amount equivalent to
1974.

Our simplified 1975 budget is as follows:

1975 needs, including expansion $401,000

1975 Curriculum Development Centre $ 30,000

1972 and 1973 deficits $ 20,000

1974 deficit $ 20,000

The $401,000 is $50,000 more than the 1974 budget of $350,000. A 12%

inflation rate would account for $40,000 of it, and the remaining

$10,000 could be attributed to expansion. That is certainly modest,

and perhaps some of you will think this is too little.

Harry Houtman,
Director of

Promotion and Finances

do it modestly. We trust
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Concerning the Curriculum Development Centre, we hope to raise a good
part of the funds from outside our own supporters. However, if this
does not materialize, we are committed to supplying these funds for
this year. And the deficits? We trust donations from new donors and
new members as well as some increased giving from some of you will
help to wipe out these deficits.

Even humanly speaking, doesn’t it look quite optimistic? As one of
the steps to help fulfill this picture, we have already sent out
pledge forms for 1975. We hope that you will be able to respond with
early commitments for this new year. Together we look to a promising
financial future for the AACS work in 1975; may the Lord bless all of
us to keep us as his instruments for good.

Summer Institute 1975:

Education to be featured in Summer Seminar
Last year the AACS began an annual series of Christian Leadership
Seminars. This series is intended to provide commuPity leaders with
the opportunity to discuss basic issues in various fields. Dr. H. Hart
led the first one last summer in basic issues in philosophy. The
chosen field for this coming summer, July 7-18, is education.

The purpose of the Education Leadership Seminar is two-fold. First,
the AACS wants to share and test educational insights developed at
the Institute with fellow Christians in positions of responsibility
within the area of education. To help meet this aim, the morning
seminar leader will be Dr. Arnold De Graaff, Senior Member in
Psychology at the Institute for Christian Studies and Director of the
Curriculum Development Centre. For several years Dr. De Graaff also
taught and led research in education at the Institute.

The second aim is to provide practical training in two important areas
of an elementary education
program. This afternoon
section of the seminar
will be led by Jean Olthuis
and Anne Tuininga of the
Curriculum Development
Centre and Mary Brus, who
is currently teaching at
linmanuel Christian School
in Agincourt, Ontario.

While this seminar will be
designed primarily for
teachers and future
teachers, education com
mittee members and school
board members will also
benefit from the program. CDC staff will lead seminar in education
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Persons from other backgrounds who are actively interested in
Christian education are also welcome.

Morning sessions

Each morning, Monday through Friday, for this two-week seminar,
Dr. De Graaff will lecture on important issues in education. Some of
the topics will be:

- views of man and education

- knowledge and the aim of education

- curriculum: program of studies for the elementary and
secondary school

- office, authority, discipline and order
- home, school, church, government

Dr. De Graaff will allow time for participants to respond to his
views as well as to present and discuss their own.

Afternoon sessions

Each afternoon Jean Olthuis will present and discuss practical pro
grams within elementary education. The first week she will be joined
by Mary Brus on the topic, “The Teaching of Reading and Language Arts
within the Integrated Curriculum”. Together they will demonstrate

( and discuss the following aspects of a reading program:

- involving the child in a total language program- -

speaking, listening, reading, and writing

- building basic skills (vocabulary, phonetic development,
writing skills) and the place of such training within
the day’s activities

- fostering independent reading

- emphasizing critical and creative thinking, allowing
children to express themselves honestly and freely,
both orally and through creative writing

- integrating the total reading program with a Christian
view of life.

During the second week Mrs. Olthuis and Anne Tuininga will present
the topic, “Freedom within Structure: How to Use py In Learning in
the Classroom”. The purpose of this seminar will ‘bto provide
training and guidelines in the use of z In Learning in the elemen
tary grades. The participants will engageTn practical workshops
using units from this curriculum manual which are specifically geared
to their interests and needs.

For more information, write: AACS
229 College Street
Toronto, Ontario
MST 1R4
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Summer Institute 1975:

ICS offers seminar in Physical Science

The other offering in the Summer Institute Program is the advanced
seminar sponsored yearly by the Institute for Christian Studies
especially to serve theoreticians. This summer the Institute will host

a seminar entitled, “The Philosophy of the Physical Sciences”. This
topic was selected in large part because the ICS does not itself offer

courses in this area where research guidance is very much needed. Two
guest professors have agreed to come to Toronto to lead the seminar.

The two-week seminar will deal with advanced philosophical questions

which undergird the physical sciences--specifically math, physics, and

theoretical chemistry. It will examine the foundational issues of

these sciences from a Christian philosophical standpoint. The Institute

is offering this seminar to explore and test Christian insights in an
area of scholarship where Christians are increasingly wrestling to
formulate a uniquely Christian approach.

Seminar leaders

Dr. M.D. Stafleu is a theoretical physicist from Utrecht, The Nether

lands. In the summer of 1970, Dr. Stafleu conducted the first summer

seminar at the Institute. In an introductory and beginning way that

seminar explored the philosophical foundations of the natural sciences.

In the last five years, Dr. Stafleu has worked out his ideas and for

malized them into a manuscript dealing with a systematic analysis of

the foundations of physics. Using his manuscript as a guideline in

his lectures this summer he will again explore the foundational issues

of the physical sciences, but at a more advanced theoretical level.

Dr. Arie Leegwater is a chemistry professor at Trinity Christian

College in Palos Heights, Illinois. Dr. Leegwater’s lectures will pro

vide the historical and contemporary context for the theoretical prob

lems dealt with in Dr. Stafleu’s writings.

Format

The seminar will meet Monday through Friday, mornings and afternoons.

In the mornings Dr. Leegwater and others will lead sessions on the

background of key questions in the physical sciences. In the after-

noons Dr. Stafleu will discuss portions of his manuscript setting
forth the theory and examining more thoroughly the problems introduced

in the morning. Thus, all problems discussed will be approached via

their historical origin, the views of others (past or present) and the

view introduced by Dr. Stafley as a scientist with a Reformed philo

sophical viewpoint.
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Participants

Due to the advanced, technical character
of this seminar, participants should have
advanced qualifications, theoretical in
terests and research experience in mathe
matics, physics or theoretical chemistry.
The dates for the seminar will be deter
mined by the preference of the regis
trants. The deadline for application is
March 1, 1975.

Seminar brochures are available by
writing:

Institute for Christian Studies
229 College Street Dr. Arie Leegwater will
Toronto, Ontario rovide context for

Stafleu’s issues.

Can a movement be good?
( or how can the Institute attract students?

by Tom Malcolm
“Movement” is one of those words that’s good when it refers to “ours”
and bad when it refers to “theirs”.

Take Jones and his movement for example. Jones is a member of the
Society for Pineal Chemical Research (SPCR), an “International Move
ment Dedicated to Revealing the Secret of Eternal Youth”. The five
members- -two from Walhalla, North Dakota, and three from Emerson,
Manitoba- -organized the Society several years ago around the teach
ings of Dr. Lamar Longevity. They believe that: (a) Life is basi
cally to be understood in terms of energy produced by chemical reac
tions; (b) The pineal gland is the control centre for all human body
chemistry. (“Death”, Jones asserts, “can be explained as the pineal
gland’s ‘going haywire’, to use laymen’s terms. The key to prolong
ing life lies in stabilizing the processes of the gland itself.”);
(c) The Society further believes that a stabilizing agent has been
found in “Chronomide”, a chemical synthesized by Dr. Longevity from
a solution obtained by boiling potato peels.

Jones finds a real sense of belonging and fulfillment in the Movement.
There he finds others who share his deepest convictions regarding the
meaning of life. There are many, it’s true, who share a belief in
the chemical basis of life, but who have not found the Chronomide key.
Once a week the Society gathers to discuss the latest literature, to
present scholarly papers and to plan stratqgy. Jones is gratified to
find others who are genuinely interested in hearing his latest thoughts
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on crucial matters and who are willing to act upon their common convic
tions. All is not Tuit talk and idle speculation. There are plans in (
the works to establish an International Pineal Centre in Pembina, North
Dakota, midway between Waihalla and Emerson at the geographical centre
of the Movement. The IPC would include a reading room,. research lab,
potato patch and, one day when the truth is recognized, treatment
facilities. That day may be a long way off as stiff opposition is
developing to the Society’s position on Chronomide. But, opposition
doesn’t deter the Movement. To the contrary, the members of the
Society band even closer together and become more convinced with each
passing day that they are “on to something”.

Smith, Jones’ neighbour, is one of the opposition. He too believes in
chemical energy as the basis of life, but can’t go along with what he
calls “those Longevitian fanatics”. As he sees it, they are divisive
of the chemical brotherhood. Their refusal to entertain any objections
to Chronomide makes it impossible to engage in discussion. The Society
insists that its principles are the Truth and that the only way to real
life is to get on the potato peeTTandwagon. They make fast judgments
on the value of what those outside the movement have to say, and always
on the basis of how others “measure up” to their own position. Smith
is especially tired of hearing Jones say that if he will just come over
to the Chronomide side, he’ll see the light.

If these sketches of a movement from inside and outside viewpoints ring
true, then we can agree that such things should be avoided. No one
should find his purpose and meaning in life in a movement. Nor do move
ments carry the keys to life around in their pockets or provide the
standard against which all things should be measured.

But, when we poke this kind of fun at movements, are we ridiculing move
ments p se, or just the wrong kind of movement? Are there such things
as gooiiovements? Is there a legitimate place for the right kind of
movement in our midst?

I think so, and I think that the ability of the Institute for Christian
Studies to attract students depends in large measure upon such a move
ment.

Stripped of stigma and hysteria, the word movement suggests that some

thing or somebody is moving. And I suspect that those complex things
we call movements begin rather simply with people who are moved to do

something. I further suspect that such people are moved in response to
certain problems which have become persistent roadblocks in the pathway
of their life together.

The body of Christ has experienced a number of movements lately, aiming
at such problems in the church. The charismatics, for example, might
be criticized for lots of things, but their perception of a real problem
in the church is right on. Life in the body of Christ, they say, is a
life of service to God and neighbour; and the gifts of the Spirit (
equip one to serve. This emphasis on rediscovering the meaning of ser
vice is just what is needed in an age when Christians have been injected
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by the self serving me-first-others-later
(maybe, if there’s any left over) attitude
of their mis-believing neighbours.

The AACS along with other organizations and
individuals shares in a movement focusing
on the issue of synthesis in the Christian
Church. Within this whole problem of
synthesis--of compromising and accommodating
the meaning of the gospel to anti-christian
world views- -the AACS is concerned with
scholarship. How do Christians engage in
the work of science while moving toward a
scientific approach that is uniquely
Christian?

We consider this to be a crucial issue, but
find that our evangelical brethern often
receive our emphasis in much the same way
as they do the charismatics’ emphasis on
service. There is a what’s the big deal?- - Tom Malcolm, Director
so what?- -we already know that- -tell us of Educational Services
something new--what’s the big issue? kind
of reaction. We continue to push, however, because we feel the big
issue is that nothing is being done about what everyone claims to know.

On my recent U.S. recruiting tour, for example, I touched down at
twenty colleges and universities, and talked to evangelical Christians
from many different backgrounds. Almost without exception, they ex
pressed concern for seeing the name of Christ confessed in the world
of academic studies. But, when discussion came down to brass tacks
and focused on what that might mean for science itself, I so often
heard appeals for strict application of Christian values in interpret
ing the findings of science. There was little willingness or, at
least, fervour for questioning the “findings” themselves. Evangel
icals are as yet unwilling to challenge the pretended neutrality of
scientific methods and techniques as “fact finding” or “data gathering”
tools. They seem to come alive only when there is talk of interpret
ing the (neutrally gathered) facts.

For this reason the AACS and likeminded persons must continue to press
these issues at the scientific level, and hence share in a movement
within the boa7 TChrist. It was striking to me on the tour that
only in places where such issues are being raised was there real inter
est on the part of students in coming to study at the Institute--even
though I felt a commonness of Christian conviction everywhere ! went.

Students will not be attracted to the Institute for Christian Studies
by promotional brochures and advertisements announcing that we are here.
They will come only when convinced that Christ’s reign over the realm
of science demands as our response a Christian approach to scientific
study. The AACS should not be a movement (equating organization with
movement leads to the kind of movementism that I make fun of and Prof.
Wolterstorff criticizes--see page 14÷). But, together with others con
cerned about the problem of synthesis in the Christian Church, AACS
must continue to raise issues within its area of competence in a public

,

way.



Page 10

Vandezande prosecutes the faith of GM
by Christiane Thies

The second speech in the Discovery VI lec
ture series entitled,”What is Good for
General Motors?” presented some shocking
evidence against the GM corporation and the
faith behind it. During November, 1974,
Gerald Vandezande, Executive Director of
the C.J.L. Foundation, delivered his speech
in all of the seven Discovery centres.

This provocative lecture presented us with
a picture of GM as one concrete expression
of the North American corporate faith in
free enterprise, profits and material pro
gress. Mr. Vandezande substantiated his
allegations by simply letting GM speak for
itself through quotes gleaned from the
speeches and publications of its major
spokesmen and by reference to GM income,
sales, production and consumption statistics.

Mr. Vandezande’s thesis is that GM has ne- Gerald Vandezande pleads,
glected its calling as an economic enter- for justice by GM.
prise; it has abandoned its true purpose
of doing good economic works of love for the well-being of humankind
(Cf. book of James, esp. 2:26). Instead, GM has adopted the goal of
pursuing profit: “The basic reason for our existence as a corporation
is to seek a profit.. .This fundamental goal is true of all private
enterprise...”. GM Assistant Director of Public Relations in Canada—,
Boyd Chesney, defending GM in an interview with The Toronto Star, as
serted that “the free enterprise system with its accent on profits
helps the rule of Christ in the world”. For without profit, he rea
soned, how would our churches “build and maintain their sanctuaries,
or pay the minister and the heating bill?”

Even as in our own lives our basic heart commitment defines the other
aspects of life, so also does GM’s basic commitment to profit determine
its corporate response to God’s creation. In the first place, GM’s
faith in the free enterprise system distinctly colours its perception
of progress. Mr. Vandezande read us many quotes to this effect, but I
found two to be especially revealing. One quote boasts, “[The free
enterprise system] has provided our people with a quality of life un
matched in the world or in history”. The confession, “Planned obsoles
cence in my opinion is another word for progress”, certainly reveals
a distorted perception. GM’s commitment to profit also justifies
their abuse and overuse of natural resources without really serving
people’s needs. With the production of 580,000 vehicles in Canada in
1973 and 6,512,000 in the U.S., the auto industry has the unprecedent
ed distinction of being the world’s most consumptive industry.
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Furthermore, although the industrialized countries constitute only 30%
of the world’s population, they own 89% of the world’s cars. And
while GM continues to produce an unwarranted number and variety of
“dreamboats” to feed our already excessive desires for a still higher
standard of material wealth, millions lack the very essentials of life.

A further distressing fact is that GM’s annual expenditure on model
changes and advertisement (700 million dollars at the minimum) far
exceeds Canada’s pledge (300 million annually) made at the world food
conference. May we call this progress or have we in actuality lost our
God-given sensitivity about what it means to have an abundant life in
Christ and thus in fact regressed?

Mr. Vandezande also substantiated the seriousness of GM’s faith in
profit by bringing up the following quote from these “U.S. corporate
missionaries”:

We must ask ourselves: can free enterprise survive for
another generation if the new generation does not believe
in it? We must increase our efforts so that they may
understand. For if they do not understand, they cannot
believe. And if they do not believe, they cannot help us
to improve our American system.

In this undeniable paraphrase of Romans 10, Mr. Richard C. Gerstenberg,
former GM Chairman, in effect says: “How shall we escape if we neglect
so great a salvation(as free enterprise)?” (Heb. 2:3)

Whether we Christians like it or not, we are entrenched in the modern
economic rat race, even though we may own no shares in GM, Ford or
Chrysler. We too are caught up in the mad scramble for higher income
and greater security; we also are affected by the frantic search for
the materially abundant life. As Christians we must keep reassessing
our consumpti’’e life styles in order that we may practice healthy,
obedient livin before the face of God.

But the burden of the solution to this economic dilemma does not fall
on us individually. GM must begin to fulfill its task in the creation
by manufacturing the kind of quality products that meet the needs of
people fruitfully engaged in their respective cultural tasks. This
would include, among others, mass transportation and factory-built
housing. It would also mean that corporations put their impressive
technological skills at the disposal of the poorer nations so that
they may develop more productive ways of using their own resources at
home. This does not mean that GM should begin to operate at a finan
cial loss; it does mean that GM may no longer operate in the name and
“hope of profit”.

Furthermore, GM must discontinue its licentious usage of creational
resources for the sake of “planned obsolescence” in “the name of pro
gress”. These resources are not the exclusive property of any person
or corporation. They belong to humankind and are needful for our well
being.

Having thus exposed the detrimental effects of GM’s ethic of production
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for the sake of consumption, as well
as our own complicity in supporting
this view of economic life,
Mr. Vandezande went on to present a
radically Christian proposal for deal
ing with the problem. He explained
that even as we consider it just to re
move children from abusive home envi
ronments and place them under the
jurisdiction of the state for their own
well-being and the well-being of the
family and society at large, so also
must we begin to deal with disobedient
corporations.

If corporate giants such as GM continue
abusing the creation and continue their
economic misdeeds for the sake of free
enterprise, profits and material pro
gress, then the government must do some-

Speaker and interested thing. As administrator of public
GM worker share justice and the protctor of the weak,

a good moment. the government has the God-given duty
to call a halt to stch injustice by

placing these giants under public trusteeship (not nationalization).
Public trusteeship is a drastic measure and should only be encouraged
as a last resort; but it is nevertheless a measure that can perhaps
bring healing. It is also a temporary measure and would be ended just
as soon as corporations learned and agreed to do good economic works for
the sake of normative human development and the well-being of the
creation.

Unfortunately, those empowered to do this in Canada and the U.S. share,
at heart, GM’s belief in the pursuit of profit and economic growth.
Thus, it is all the more reason for us, as Christians, to emphasize the
need for stewardship in business and to make our politicians conscious
of their public responsibility to do justice to all.

Needless to say, Mr. Vandezande’s speech elicited quite a variety of
responses, including questions, accusations, confirmations, and personal
testimonies from several GM workers. His ideas received extensive
coverage by The Toronto Star as well as by other media, including BBC
Radio and CBC TV. (See miniscripts, p. 22)

Later in December Mr. Vandezande had a good opportunity to present more
of his views, especially on public trusteeship. He was asked to partic
ipate in a tripartite dialogue in Ann Arbor, Michigan, on the question,
“Is what is good for the free enterprise system good for America?”
This dialogue was sponsored by the student government of the school of
Literature, Science and the Arts of the University of Michigan.

At this meeting Mr. Vandezande dialogued with Robin Meisel, a socialist
who ran for governor in Michigan on the Socialist Workers Party ticket.
Morris Goldman, economic analyst for GM in Detroit, had been asked to
represent the Capitalist position on this question. He failed to
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( appear, however, saying that he had expected a Christian to take a
“neutral” position when, in fact, Mr. Vandezande had made “irrespon
siblet’ remarks about GM in Toronto.

The dialogue between Mr. Vandezande and Mr. Meisel proved to be fruit
ful, with Meisel noticeably taken off guard by Vandezande’s incisive
critique of both Capitalism and Socialism. It was a good opportunity
to contrast the Socialist and the Christian approach to solving the
same set of problems posed by a Capitalist system.

The dialogue was well received and was broadcast on the public access
channel of Ann Arbor’s Cable TV network. As well as being informative,
Mr. Vandezande’s appearance in Ann Arbor helped to encourage many in
the Christian community there.

*
Christiane Thies is a graduate of the University of Michigan

and is a first year ICS student in political theory.

Calender for Discovery VI: “Seeking •the Abundant Life”

Bonnie Greene, “Through the Eye of a Needle”

February 13 Vancouver, British Columbia
February 14 Edmonton, Alberta
February 18 Toronto, Ontario
February 20 Willowdale, Ontario
February 21 St. Catharines, Ontario
February 24 Grand Rapids, Michigan
February 28 Sarnia, Ontario

Bernard Zyistra, “Can the Government Save Us from Materialism???

March 13 Edmonton, Alberta
March 14 Vancouver, British Columbia
March 17 Grand Rapids, Michigan
March 18 Toronto, Ontario
March 20 Willowdale, Ontario
March 21 St. Catharines, Ontario
March 27 Sarnia, Ontario
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On Thursday evening, December 12, the
Immanuel Christian Reformed Church of
Hamilton, Ontario, opened its doors to
600 sons and daughters, pastors and
elders of the C.R.C. They had all come
to hear Prof. Nick Wolterstorff deliver
his speech, AACS: Will it Guide or
Divide Us?

This AACS has been associated with controversy in the C.R.C. for nigh
onto two decades. A polluted atmosphere of suspicion and mistrust com
plete with rumour, innuendo and personal feuding has developed. In the
early days there were rumblings about “exclusivism” in membership,
then deviation from the Church creeds. Now there’s talk of unorthodox
views on the Word of God and the Church and “liberal” views on education.

To AACS: with Love

Several times Dr. Nicholas Wolte.rstorff, professor in philosophy

at Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan, has been invited by

congregations of the Christian Reformed Church (C.R.C.) to speak

on the topic of the AACS. His speech in its entirety has been

published in the December, 1974 issue of The Reformed Journal

and portions were also published in two successive issues of

The Banner, January 3 and 10, 1975. The last time

Dr. Wolterstorff gave his speech, Tom Malcolm of the AACS staff

was able to attend; he gives us below an account of what

Wolterstorff’s words meant for him.

1.

Dr.Nicholas Wolterstorff

Having piloted my Volkswagen off the
wrong exit from Queen Elizabeth Way, I
arrive after an unwanted tour of down
town Hamilton, five minutes late to the
speech. I park in a back pew in time to
hear Prof. Wolterstorff conclude his
reading of a quotation from someone
else’s book. It’s vicious stuff. A
blast against the AACS, complete with

charges like “....divisive. ..a threat to. ..undermining our.. .un
Christian.. .unbiblical”. He closes the book, puts it off to the side
and sets the stage for the night: “By the time this evening is over,
you will know what I think of those two paragraphs”.

That’s exactly what they wanted to know, those 600 C.R.’s. They have
come from all over Southern Ontario to listen, because Calvin is their
college and Nick Wolterstorff is an important figure there. What he
thinks is important to them and rightly so. They trust his judgment
because his judgment is trustworthy. And tonight they need some sound
j udgment.
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Meanwhile, AACS spokesmen have been claiming to have a high view of
the Scriptures and to stand squarely- in the Reformed tradition on
matters of the institutional church and Christian education. Maybe
Prof. Wolterstorff can clear the air.

In December, church sanctuaries never fail to be frigid at floor level.
I’m always wiggling my toes in a loosing battle to warm the old feet.
But, tonight I forget my feet. For, while cassette recorders grind
away, Wolterstorff zeros in on the controversy. This is something new!
He doesn’t open with a salvo against the .AACS nor a defense of the
AACS. There is no “what’s wrong with Toronto” or “why Toronto is
right” stuff. No, instead he hits hard at the controversy itself!

Now, the outfit I work for is, to be sure, on one side of that contro
versy. And we wilitakeour licks in N.W.’s hour-long critique. But
the point is that every controversy- has another side. And he comes
down equally hard there. “That’s fair”, I nod, “there are two sides
to every story”.

In the first twenty minutes, Wolterstorff sets up an analysis of the
problem that could have the AACS facing eleven(!) different kinds of
adversaries within the domain of the C.R.C. I His analysis goes some
thing like this:

If we’re honest we’ll admit that the C.R.C. isn’t a homogeneous body.
From our Dutch Reformed forbearers we have inherited three different
patterns of life and conviction- -Pietism, Doctrinalism, Kuyperianism.
Each has its own appreciation of what lies at the heart of the
Christian walk; namely:

Pies: cultivating personal piety and devotion
Docs: adhering to a doctrinal system
Kuyps: reforming all of life

and of what the Bible is, namely:

Pies: a book of personal devotions
Docs: logical propositions for doctrinal construction
Kuyps: record of God’s dealing with his ancient people

as background to his promises for us.

Each of these patterns has four hundred year old roots in the Dutch
Reformed-C.R.C. tradition. And they have always struggled with one
another because each sees the other two as distortig the meaning of
the gospel.

To compound the problem, each pattern has a “conservative” and a
“revisionist” wing (so 3 patterns x 2 wings = 6 pattern wings). Then
when you consider that each wing has an (North) Americanized and a
non- (North) Americanized faction, the situation looks hopeless (6
pattern wings x 2 factions = 12 pattern wing factions)! Twelve dif
ferent positions battling it out for the title of genuine “Historic
Reformed Faith”! (When I close my eyes I can see a Non-Americanized
Revisionist—Kuyperian in the ring with a Conservative-Non-Americanized
Doctrinalist with a Revisionist-Americanized-Pietist as referee. What
a bloodbath!)
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So I anxiously await Wolterstorff’s solution. My United Presbyterianly
attuned ears are fearful of hearing a neo-orthodox appeal. “Abandon
all these theological fortresses for the true unity of believers which
rises above all differences in tradition.” But that kind of bad advice
never comes. Instead the call comes to recognize that we are all pro
ducts of some tradition. And since it’s easier to shed your skin than
your tradition we had better recognize our own, get to know the others
and start the long walk of love from there. Good Philippians 3:15-16
advice. (Try the Jerusalem translation.)
But, N.W. won’t let us settle comfortably into our traditions, no sir!
Reformation begins at home and for the next hour we “Revisionist
Kuyperians”, more commonly known as AACSers, squirm while being reminded
of the mess in our own living room.

What about our part in those disputes of the late 50’s and early 60’s?
Remember how condemnatory we were, and how hostile others in the C.R.C.
became? Remember how in the battle that ensued we lost the scholarly
depth we had inherited from The Netherlands? What about later when the
Institute was established(1967)? And all that movementism was brewing?
Those “triumphalistic” proclamations that the establishment of a head
quarters at 141 Lyndhurst marked a major advance in the coming of the
Kingdom seemed gross over-statements to those who Kingdoin-laboured
quietly in other towns. We spent a lot of time publicly congratulating
one another in those days, while labourers elsewhere were neglected.

I’ve done some studying lately on the history of the ARSS-AACS. And
while Wolterstorff cleanly marks off a dozen more sins that should be (
nailed to the cross, ray mind sifts through those stacks of letters and
minutes of meetings I’ve read. Odd, isn’t it, the way we fail to see
ourselves as others see us? Those old notes indicate that what
Wolterstorff saw as “triuinphalism” we looked upon as publicly praising
God for His blessing. The ARSS had laboured for ten years to see that
Institute established. From the “inside” perspective the event did look
larger than life. Wolterstorff saw us congratulating one another in
public. We thought we were supporting and encouraging one another, bear
ing one another up. Sure, true support involves mutual criticism and
recognition that your outfit doesn’t exhaust the Kingdom. But, those
things are hard to see when you’re struggling to get started. Which
brings up the business of “iniperialism”--the AACS taking over other
organizations. Isn’t that what we called “struggling to gain a foot
hold”?

“OK”, I muse, “So you can point to good motives, what does that prove?
Only that you can’t judge good and evil in terms of motivation. Griev
ous sins have been committed out of the purest motives”. And somehow
tonight we all know that our critic is hitting the nail on the head.
It’s no use trying to explain away our sins. We have substituted rhet
oric for serious critique. Our “in” language and fast excuses for our
own mistakes do make us awfully hard to live with.

But, thanks be to God that we’re maturing out of that stuff!.... More
self-congratulations? No, that’s Nick Wolterstorff’s observation, not
mine. An observation made from his own first-hand experience. He was
here last winter (see Perspective March/April, 1974, pp. 12-13) and
worked with us for three weeks. His comments on the commitment and
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( devotion he found here during that time makes his criticisms that much
more meaningful.

It’s coffee time and I’ve rediscovered my cold feet. Shifting from
left to right I think back over the evening’s speech. He didn’t fail
to hit the mark squarely very often. It’s true that his exposition of
“the AACS view of the Word of God” was off, even when you consider the
number of variations there are on the “basics”. But then that isn’t
his fault; maybe we should spell out our view more clearly. (How about
in The Reformed Journal?)

I guess the real reason we all felt his critique was “right on” is that
it was offered in genuine love. Unlike much of the current criticism,
he didn’t put himself above it all (“I too am a Kuyperian”). He didn’t
try to make his position look good at our expense. There was no ‘red-
neck’ appeal to purge the body of Christ of this sinister creeping
cancer. Wolterstorff’s critique came in the spirit of concern that we
AACS people be conformed to the image of Christ in order to more effec
tively take up our task in His body. It was real love.

Wedge receives large publishin grant

We congratulate Wedge Publishing Foundation with the recent arrival of
an $18,000 gift for its publishing work. We rejoice that this gift
will make it possible to publish additional Christian books for stu
dents and many others in the Christian community.

Wedge anticipates that $7,000 of this will be needed for the transla
tion, editing, and printing of Dr. H. Dooyeweerd’s Reconstruction and
Reformation, a book containing a series of articles about Christianity
and culture,written shortly after World War II.

A second item to benefit from this donation is Dr. Bob Goudzwaard’s
book to be published under the title, Economic Stewardship and the
Relation of Progress. The book, based on his 1972 and 1974 ICS Summer
Institute lectures in economics, still needs some translating and
editing before it can be printed.

Among several other projects to be covered by this donation is the
third printing of Dr. Paul Schrotenboer’s Man in God’s World. This
booklet pictures the fullness of meaning o5ian as prophet, priest,
and king in life.

Although this donation was not received by AACS but by our sister
organization, we share with Wedge the joy that more books can be
published that give expression to the Reformed world and life view in
Jesus Christ.



Page 18

Norma Jo Marshall: 1944-1974

On December 28, 1974, Norma Marshall, one of the
co-workers of the Curriculum Development Centre,
died suddenly of cancer. She was taken from her
family, friends, and the entire Christian commu
nity, and she leaves her husband Jim and children
Timothy, Lois and newborn William.

Norma’s consuming interest was Christian Education.
She was very active at Immanuel Christian School
(Agincourt, Ontario) as both a volunteer and member
of the Educational Committee. She was a student at
the Institute for three years and during the past
two years had devoted much of her time to assisting
the work of curriculum development. In her many
activities her greatest contribution was made in the
lives of those who knew and loved her.

Norma Marshall
In a letter addressed “To the friends and associates
of my daughter”, Norma’s mother writes these comforting words:

“Those of you who knew Norma recognized in her many outstanding
qualities. As her Mother I can testify that these qualities
developed to the extent that she submitted to the Will of the
Lord and allowed herself to be used of Him. God continues to
speak to our hearts through her witness.

I pray that we may recognize this as a foretaste of what eternal
life is all about. We do not have to wait until the resurrection
morning or even our own passing through the valley of death to
know the communion of saints.”

The poem of Dale Harrison, a grade 8 student at Immanuel Christian
School, expresses the vibrancy of Norma’s presence in the school, the
impact she had on many lives, and the stilled response to the brevity
of her earthly life.

She was quiet;
She was peaceful, plentiful;
Laughing, happy;
Caring, smiling, sitting, standing;
Patient, beautiful, understanding.

She talked, I talked;
She laughed, I laughed;
She died;
I lived.

We are grateful for Norma’s life and work with us. We also thank all

those who have donated to the Norma Marshall Memorial Fund to continue

the work of the Curriculum Development Centre.
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AACS News

*
Fifteen university-age people from the United States visited the
Institute during a three-day stay in Toronto in early January.

The carloads arrived at the AACS building Thursday evening, January
9, and were welcomed by Tom Malcolm, AACS Director of Educational
Services. On Friday they visited ICS classes and had the opportunity
to talk with the professors and to hear a Christian action speech by
CJL Executive Director Gerald Vandezande. On the remaining days Tom
scheduled visits for them to various Christian cultural spots within
Toronto. Their trip was sponsored by the campus ministry of Greystone
United Presbyterian Church in Indiana, Pennsylvania.

*
Dr. A.B. Cramp, lecturer in monetary theory at Cambridge University,
England, and one of the main speakers at the 1974 ICS seminar in

economic theory and policy, has prepared part of his seminar lectures
for limited distribution by the AACS. Dr. Cramp’s lectures are
entitled Notes Towards a Christian Critique of Secular Economic Theory.
They deal with: (1) Economics today: the brea1own of positivism;
(2) Economics yesterday: the normative quicksands; and (3) Homo eco
nomicus and real man. The 80-page booklet is available from AACS,
229 College Street, Toronto, Ontario, M5T lR4, at $1.50 per copy, or
at $1.00 per copy if ordered in quantities of ten or more,

*
The editor wishes to thank those people serving as AACS Chapter
contacts who responded to her letter asking for reports on local

Chapter activities. The next issue of the Perspective will feature an
article reviewing the history of the AACS Chapters. It will include
at least one Chapter report to illustrate a new way in which Chapters
can support the objectives of the Association.

*
The AACS recently began a more systematic way of keeping informed
of writings in Christian non-academic periodicals. The 35-40 such

periodicals presently being received by AACS, ICS, and Vanguard (often
on an exchange basis) now go first to AACS secretary Aria Poot.
Aria photocopies for a “clipping” file all articles that were written
by AACS or ICS staff, as well as any that make reference to the work
of organizations in our building. ICS librarian Tom Henshell then re
ceives the periodicals for checking into the magazine rack in the
lounge where they are available for reading.

*
All AACS receipts for 1974 tax-deductible donations were sent out

by mid-January. If anyone has not received his/her receipt, please

contact AACS immediately with details.
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Curriculum Development Centre (CDC) News

*
A number of favourable reviews appeared during the past month in
Christian journals on in Learning, Volume I. Several included

helpful hints for the writing T a further volume. These reviews indi
cate a need for the kind of integrated program developed in y in
Learning.

*
The CDC is happy to report that the first unit of the second volume,
Ways of Life, has been completed and is now being tried out in

various classrooms. This first unit deals with the Japanese way of
life. Work is continuing on the remaining five units dealing with India,
China, Canada, East Africa and West Africa.

*
We are happy that Harry Fernhout could join the CDC in their work
at the beginning of this year. Harry hopes to complete his Master’s

program in theology at the Institute this spring and will be coordinat
ing the further development of the Bible curriculum begun several years
ago.

ICS News

*
Dr. H. Hart will visit Allegheny College in Meadville, Pa., for
three days of discussion and consultations with faculty and students,

on February 18, 19, 20. Dr. Hart is the fourth ICS professor to be in
vited to the college.

*
The next issue of The Reformed Journal will carry an extensive panel
discussion on the Ehiirch. Dr. Hart was one of the eight panelists
whose comments contribute to the article.

*
Harper Row announced in their 1975 spring catalogue that James
Olthuis’ book on troth in marriage, the family, and friendship will

be coming out in May under the title, I Pledge You Troth.

*
Dr. A. De Graaff spoke to an elders’ conference in St. Catharines
in December, 1974. He addressed himself to the sense of passivity

and powerlesness that seems to characterize many of our congregations.
Discussions centered around the ways in which members can become more
personally involved in the worship services and activities of our
churches. By providing the freedom to respond to the Word of God,
De Graaff suggested members can regain a greater sense of initiative and
responsibility.

*
Calvin G. Seerveld and C.T. Mclntire were among 180 authors contrib
uting articles to the recently published New International Dictio

nary of the Christian Church, edited by J.D. Douglas (Zondervan, 1974).
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Calvin G. Seerveld contributed a dozen articles, including a substan
tial entry on a history of Christian Art and entries on the artists
Botticelli, DUrer, Rembrandt, and Rouault.

C.T. Mclntire wrote 35 articles on 18th and 19th century European
Catholicism, including entries on Gallicanism, Febronianism,
Josephinism, Ultramontanism, and Old Catholics, Popes Gregory XVI and
Pius IX, and theorists Joseph de Maistre and F.R. de Lainennais.

*
C.T. Mclntire joined with 120 invited participants in the Second
Chicago Workshop on Evangelical Social Action, November 29-

December 1, 1974. As a member of the task force on education and re—
search, he helped toward the establishment of a Center for Biblical
Social Action which, it is hoped, will coordinate and develop studies
and resources in Christian social thought and action. Other projects
adopted included encouragement for Christians to transform their
economic lifestyle, reappraisal of the place and task of women in
churches and general society, and elimination of racist tendencies
where they remain in churches.

*
Dr. B. Zylstra presented two lectures to the staff of the Coalition
for Christian Outreach in Pittsburgh on January 18 on the topics,

“The Gospel and Politics” and “Love, Justice, and Power”. The
Coalition is an evangelism outreach on numerous campuses in Western
Pennsylvania and Eastern Ohio.

*
Dr. B. Zylstra delivered a speech, “The Benefits of Christian
Studies” in Brainpton, Ontario, on the evening of February 1. He

was the guest speaker at a potluck supper sponsored by the local AACS
Chapter.

*
Dr. Nicholas Wolterstorff conducted a seminar at the Institute on
the afternoon of December 12, 1974. He discussed his paper on the

functions of presuppositions or “control beliefs” in scientific endeavor.

*
Stanley Carlson spoke at the Institute on January 13, 1975, under
the title, “Images of American Society: C. Wright Mills and Robert

Dahl”. Stan, a graduate of the University of California, studied last
year at the Institute and is currently employed as researcher for the
Christian Government Movement in Pittsburgh, Pa.

*
The ICS is one of nine co-sponsors for the International Conference

on Human Engineering and the Future of Man, to be held this summer,

July 21-24, in Santa Barbara, California. James Olthuis of the ICS

will be one of the panel respondents for the address on “Biblical

Perspectives on Human Engineering and the Future”.

John Olthuis of CJL is on the panel that will respond to the address

on “Public Policy and Dialogue with the Scientific and Religious Com

munities Regarding Human Engineering”. This address will be given by

the Hon. Mark 0. Hatfield, U.S. Senator from Oregon.
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*
Interaction with Regent College:

Two professors from Regent College, University of British Columbia,
spoke at the ICS on Friday afternoon, November 22, 1974. Dr. Carl

Armeding, professor in Old Testament, lectured on “Old Testament
Prophetic Movements”, and Dr. Ian Rennie, professor in church history,
on “The Nineteenth Century Prophetic Revival in England and North
America”. Dr. James Olthuis, theology professor of the ICS, commented
that their lectures were congenial with the Institute’s work. He added
that both institutions desire to cooperate in promoting the Reformed
vision in North America.

Dr. W. Ward Gasque who teaches New Testament at Regent also visited the
ICS during January.

When John A. Olthuis of CJL was on tour in British Columbia in January
for the AACS Discovery VI series, he was invited to present his lecture
also at Regent College. It was part of Regent’s month-long interim
session.

*
Sequels to Discovery VI Lecture on GM:

Mr. Jim Harrison, a Canadian correspondent of the British Broad
casting Corporation interviewed Gerald Vandezande at his office on

December 9, 1974. He had read The Toronto Star feature summarizing
some of Gerald’s remarks made iiETis Discovery VI lecture, “What is
Good for General Motors?”. He had Gerald elaborate on why the faith-
in-progress ideal stands in opposition to the Christian faith and how
a Christian view of human kind and creation leads to harmonious
economic living. The interview was taped for a special BBC Sunday net
work program out of London, aimed at the British church leaders.

The following Sunday Wendy Howard of CEC TV News spent several hours
discussing with Gerald his Discovery VI lecture. For her evening tele
cast she focused on the meaning and ramifications of a biblical world
and life view, especially for politics, economics, labour and education.

The Oshawa Cable T.V. group, “Counterpoint” also interviewed Gerald
on his Discovery topic during two half-hour programs.
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