
pers: ective
Newsletter of the Association for the Advancement of Christian Scholarship

Vol. 7, No. 1 January/February, 1973

Dear Supporters of the AACS/ICS:

New Trends in the AACS

At the October Annual Meeting John Olthuis gave his report, “Five Years of
God Picking Up the Pieces”. His brief discussion of the future direction of

the AACS is further explained in this dia
logue.

Perspective: Tell us about the exciting new
direction of your involvement

as Executive Director since the last Trus
tees meeting.

John: The Trustees gave me two special as
signments. The first is to invest

igate the possibilities of accreditation
of the Institute for Christian Studies. As
most of our members and supporters know, the
Institute has operated since 1967 without
formal accreditation which means that the
degrees or certificates that the Institute
grants are not officially recognized by
other institutions.

There are different regulations regarding
the accreditation of an institution, depend
ing on the jurisdiction. In the United
States there are official accrediting
agencies in most regions, but in Ontario
there are two possible methods of obtaining

John Olthuis--Two new tasks degree granting status. The first is to
await his attention, affiliate with an existing university that

has degree granting powers. You can seek
affiliation with them, and if successful, receive the right to extend some or
all of the degrees their charter permits.

The second alternative is to have a Private Members’ Bill passed in which

the Ontario legislative assembly gives direct degree-granting powers to an
institution, without the necessity of formal affiliation with another ins—

titution. This bill could restrict the types of degrees the Institute could
grant. At the present time we are not at all sure where this will lead. I
am to investigate the possibilities, trying to maximize them for the benefit
of the ICS. it may take some months before we decide which possibility to

ursue.
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Perspective: If you were to proceed with this second alternative, when

could you present such a bill to the legislature?

John: If we decided to go the way of the Private Members’ Bill, it would

be a possibility as early as March of 1973. However, since we do

not want to submit it prematurely, the fall legislature or spring of 1974

would be more likely.

Perspective: And what was the second task the Trustees assigned to you?

John: It is to assess the present situation of the AACS in terms

of our history and future possibilities, and to make some recom

mendations with respect to the place and task of the Association in the

1970’s and 80’s. We must see our place and task in relation to other

contributing Christian efforts. On the basis of this survey I hope to

make some recommendations to the Trustees in October of 1973.

This time is crucial for such an examination when you consider the history

of the Association and our purpose as outlined in our charter and consti

tution: our purpose is to promote the development of scripturally direc

ted learning, and particularly to establish a Christian university on

this continent. Our first ten years were spent in promoting this idea of

scripturally directed learning through student conferences, lectures, pub

lications, and other services. The opening of the Institute for Christian

Studies in 1967 marked the beginning of a second phase of the Association’s

life; discussing the idea of Christian academic work, attempting to crys

talize this idea in actual scholarship. These last five years have been

spent in developing the ICS which is working within a biblical framework,

with the purpose of articulating ideas that can be offered to the world of

scholarship.

Our fifteen year struggle to develop the Institute has also been a

struggle to create social space for the Association and Institute on

the North merican scene. Now that we are on our feet, tottering but at

least on our feet, we are at the stage where the Association must decide

what its continuing role should be. Should its sole objective be to pro

vide supportive services for the Institute for Christian Studies, or

should we pursue other objectives now that the Institute, as our first

major project, is becoming stable.

Perspective: Bearing in mind the purpose of the Association, in what

other ways might the AACS promote reformational activities?

John: The Association could serve as a midwife for various organizations

by trying to communicate the ideas developed by the ICS and en

couraging concrete responses in various areas such as college education,

politics, literature, economics, or the arts. However, in defining the

future objectives of the Association, a most important consideration is

assessing the programs of other reformational groups presently at work in

North merica in terms of their Christian renewal efforts. We hope to

seek out groups who have evidenced a commitment to the same biblical

ideas; reformational groups who are working in education, politics, pub

lication, tue arts and other areas. We hope to encourage some type of

working coalition to maximize all the developing energies to enable these

small groups to become part of a larger identifiable Christian reforma

tional witness in North Zmerica.
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Perspective: Then what role would the ICS hold?

John: In this context we hope that the Institute for Christian Studies
could serve as an idea-developing centre, with the various groups

serving to communicate and to concretize these ideas into healing alter

natives for our society. For example, as the ICS examined and developed
the biblical directives for political activity, we would hope that the
National Association for Christian Political Action (NACPA), the Committee
for Justice and Liberty (CJL) or the Christian Government Movement (CGM),
would benefit from this theoretical work and put it into action. In the
past we have initiated programs such as the Discovery series and study
conferences in politics, etc., because we felt that organizations more
directly involved were not yet in a position to hold them. But Christian

political groups are in a better position now to hold political conferences

than we are. We would like to see them take over. Thus there would be a

sharing and cross-communication to more effectively initiate reformational

activity and we might better serve in this manner.

Perspective: Then you will be approaching quite a variety of organizations

before reaching any conclusicns?

John: Hopefully we will consult people from many Christian groups on this

continent, such as Inter Varsity Christian Fellowship and L’Abri.

However, it is most important that this project be seen as the responsi

bility of the entire AACS membership, invlving their assessment of the

Association’s task in relation to these cthi Chri3tian groups. I hope to

approach the members sometime early in this new year, perhaps via a ques

tionnaire, and also seeking out many members personally. In this way I hope

to serve as a co-ordinator, bringing the consensus of the entire AACS mem

bership to the attention of the Trustees.

Perspective: Looking into the accreditation of the Institute and into the

future role of the Association will obviously take most of

your time in the coming year; time that was previously spent in the im

plementation of existing AACS programs. Who is now looking after these

matters?

John: Since the Trustees have asked me to transfer my day to day respon

sibilities, a good deal of these matters are now handled by Marcia

Hollingsworth, my assistant. Members who
have questions about the over—all work of
the Association should direct their
correspondence to Marcia. In addition,
we have engaged Dr. Al Wolters who will
be doing a variety of tasks, some close
to the Institute, particularly student
recruitment, and some more directly in—
volved in the promotion of the Associa
tion, particularly speaking at conferences.
in local communities. He will also work
with Marcia in the development of summer
conference programs and the Discovery
programs.

“I expect to be extremely busy
In the last five years as Executive in the future”
Director of the AACS I have witnessed
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a necessary differentiation as we have grown and developed. In the context (
of our present situation, Harry, Marcia and Al, in each of their depart

ments, are beginning long range plans which will create a situation of

greater efficiency, and will allow us to have a clearer articulation in

the community. Our accent is now to map longer range programs with a

broader horizon, allowing us to reach out and more faithfully implement

the •objectives of the Association and its future.

*****

New Trustee Decisions

In addition to John Olthuis’ special projects, a number of other signifi

cant decisions were made by the Trustees in their October meetings, giving

formative direction to the present AACS programs. The nature of future

conferences was discussed with the following conclusions:

1. The AACS should sponsor academic conferences for the benefit of those

academically qualified.

2. The AACS should sponsor conferences of a more popular nature which

would examine cultural activities founded in light of the Scriptures

and would include workshops to help believers develop those activi

ties.

3. The AACS should encourage and assist chapters to set up seminar pro

grams in their local communities.

The Trustees authorized the appointment of a person to head the department

of Programs and Special Events, to more effectively implement the con

ferences and “Discovery” programs, to organize student recruitment pro

grams, speaking engagements, chapter seminar programs and other aspects

of our outreach demanding increasingly specialized attention.

They discussed the work of Harry Houtman, Director of Finances and Pro

motion. While the financial matters of the Association and Institute re

quire a large part of his time, his involvement with the AACS chapters

across the country should not be overlooked. Harry proposed that he will

devote much of his time in the next year to a program of chapter revitali

zation in an effort to enable the chapters to initiate their own local

programs. This was approved.

** ***

Dr. Al Wolters Appointed

The appointment of Dr. Al Wolters as Director of Programs and Special

Events evidences a gradual differentiation in the AACS to effectively

implement more specialized programs. Al, who joined the staff in Decem

ber, has a many-faceted position. During the winter months he will be

visiting college and university campuses in Canada and the U.S., lec

turing in classes, speaking with interested students and professors and

generally answering questions on the programs and aims of the ICS. Al (
will be the principal speaker at chapter-sponsored conferences in the

spring. Throughout the summer and fall he will be occupied with the study

conferences, possibly serving as the main speaker at many of them. His

duties also involve writing articles, advertisements and brochures for the

Association and Institute.
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( Al was born in Enschede, Netherlands and emigrated with his parents to
northern British Columbia at the age of five. He admits he originally

planned to be a chemical engineer, but felt called
to the ministry after his first year at college. En-
rolling at Calvin College in a pre-serninary program,
he soon met Dr. Runner and took many of his courses.
Al graduated from Calvin and through Dr. Runner’s en
couragement began his post-graduate work in the history
of philosophy at the Free University of Amsterdam.
A gifted linguist, he reads Spanish, Italian, Latin and
Greek, and speaks French, German and Dutch. He wrote
his thesis on Plotinus “On Eros” and received his doc
torate in September, 1972 after eight years of gradu
ate study.

With his wife, Alice and two-year—old son, Victor, Al
left Amsterdam in September to accept a position in
philosophy at Trinity Christian College, but since
the U.S. government is tightening its immigration
laws, he was unable to join the Trinity faculty.

Al’s first three-month itinerary includes visits to
Gordon College, Westminster Theological Seminary and
seven colleges throughout western Pennsylvania and
Ohio in January; Trinity Christian, Trinity Deerfield,
Wheaton, Bethel, Dordt and the University of Iowa in

February; and colleges in Michigan and other areas in March.

We Need Your He1p

An open appeal to all members and friends:

By now you have received our February letter informing you of our seri
ous financial situation. No doubt our many blessings gave you the im
pression that our finances were stable.• We were formerly able to rely
on our financial reserves when needs arose but these reserves were
drained with the purchase and renovation of our new building. Now we
must meet our operating expenses through the money which you send us
day by day.

In the last two years our general mailing list has doubled, resulting
in steeper printing and postal expenses in our mailing outreach.
Great expense is involved in our promotional work of proclaiming the
reformational view of life. Besides office supplies and utility pay
ments on a five storey building, there are professor and staff salaries
which must be paid. And these are just some of the operating expenses
which we were unable to pay. In December we had $35,000 in expenses
which we were unable to pay.

We need $140,000 to maintain and expand our present program. Although
we have received only $24,000 thus far, our goal is not hopeless. 85%
of our members have not yet contributed If you truly believe in the
purpose and work of the AZCS and Institute, please prayerfully consider
our financial crisis. We need the 100% support of our members. It is
only with your help that we can continue to promote Christian scholar
ship in North America

Dr. Al Wolters
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Mclntire Visits ICS (
Mr. C. T. Mclntire, assistant professor-elect of history of the ICS, made

a brief trip to North America during the holidays and paid the ICS a four-

day visit. He met with the professors to discuss his plans for next term

and to get acquainted with some of his future students. Perspective was

fortunate to catch him for a brief interview
concerning his present activities and
his September ‘73 arrival in Toronto.

Perspective: Last summer we kept hearing
you would be delayed another

month writing your thesis. What is the
subject and why did it take so long?

Mclntire: It seems a thesis always ex
pands as it goes. My topic

is England Against the Papacy, 1858—1861:
towards the end of Papal Temporal Power
and the formation of the Secular Kingdom
of Italy. It’s trying to explain the loss
of papal political rule in Europe after
one thousand years of papal monarchy and
Italy’s transformation to a secular state.
My work has involved researching documents
from governmental and diplomatic archives,
and searching out private collections of (
letters. It takes quite a while.

Perspective: Will your thesis relate to
the courses you will be

teaching at the ICS? C. T. Mclntire

Mclntire: It will in a contextual way. My thesis is a case in point of
some of the rapid political formations where different religious

commitments were competing and sometimes working together in the formation
of the Italian state. This formation involves the interplay of the demo
cratic ideal, the revival of a Roman Catholic view, and the liberal monar
chist enlightened ideal. One of my courses will be The History of Demo
cratic Movements, and so, my thesis shows one point at which the democratic
movements were important in Europe. My other course, the Theory of His
tory, will ask: what is history; what is the place of God’s redeeming
disclosure of His will in the world; how does that redemptive history work

out in every day life and in the history of mankind; what does a historian

do; how can a Christian perception of men and events shape methodology?

These are the issues that a broad course engaged in the historiography,

philosophy and methodology of history would cover.

Perspective: Do you think this will adequately meet the needs students
have expressed to you?

Mclntire: In general I found the main lines proposed in the two courses

were welcomed by those with whom I talked. The difficulty is
that one person can only offer limited subject matter. I’m hoping my his
tory of democratic movements course will be an example of a Christian
learning approach to any historical studies. And this course can give in—
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( sights about the modern world where the concept of democracy has been most
influential.

Perspective: You have mentioned a Christian approach to history. What
has this involved for you?

Mclntire: My Christian perspective has shaped eyery aspect of my thesis. A
key thing a Christian philosophic stance can do is to help form

categories with which to work; they can give you criteria for selection and
V filtration. This applies on a very basic level in the archives when I select

documents with which to work. The formation of my categories enables me to
make certain decisions as to the approach and outworking of my topic. I see,
for example, the interplay of religious commitments in the formation of poli
Vtical organizations in Italy. This already implies my Christian perspective
of what history is. So really at every stage it has its import. At the
same time I’m always dependent on non—Christians to do research and suggest
insights. I’ve been quite thrilled with working out my perspective in a con
crete topic which touches the great issues of the nineteenth century.

Perspective: Your coming to the ICS sounds exciting.
Do you have any plans for new directionE

in the ICS?

Mclntire: There are two relationships the ICS should
develop, I think. The fir.st is our re

lationship to academia at large. I’d like to see
the ICS grow toward a self—conscious academic or
ganization. I’ve been extremely pleased with what
I’ve seen of that here in my short visit. With this
vision in mind I’d like to see the AACS consider
itself in a more comprehensive way, where scholars
of any persuasion could enter our areas of study V

and where our professors’ work would be respected
as giving insight and assistance into their respec
tive disciplines. In my case that would mean
opening up historical insights, assisting in clari
fying issues of historical study.

“The ICS should cultivate And our relationship with academia means, I think,
two relationships.” interactionwith the University of Toronto. I would

encourage Institute students to take part— or
full-time courses there, while staying in touch with the ICS in a supervisory
or tutorial manner to supplement their studies. Such interaction will
stretch us so that we don’t turn inward and will keep us in touch with other
thinking. We could learn from experts there, and I think this could only
be for the health of the ICS if it is approached in the right spirit.

The second relationship I mentioned is our dealings with Christians of
different perspectives from ours. Living in England I’ve become aware
of Christians of very different backgrounds from those in North America.
These include Anglicans, Catholics, etc., who are similarly motivated by
‘. biblical spirit and who are working out what the gospel means for their
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lives and institutions. If the ICS could conceive of itself and then

shape its activities so it is within Christendom at large and its contri—

butions could join with those of Christians from other traditions who share

a biblical spirit, I’d be happy with that. It can be worked out organi

zationally at many levels. I’m pleased with the contact made with Regent

College in Vancouver, and with the variety of U.S. Christian colleges.

For my own field there is a group known as the Conference on Faith and

History in which I want to keep active. We must not see ourselves as a

unique bird, but place ourselves historically. We have a vision and mes

sage to share. If that vision can be articulated with humility, perception

and conviction, then I trust God to pour out His Holy Spirit to bless us.

* ** * *

Sylvan’s Work is Encouraging

Since his September appointment, Sylvan Gerritsma has travelled over 7,000
miles through Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, Iowaand Alberta in his promo

tional work for the ACS/ICS. During that time he has visited college
campuses, farms, churches, businesses and homes
to acquaint people of a variety of backgrounds
and occupations with the work of the AACS. Talk
ing with members and friends of the Association,
renewing acquaintances and encouraging their
prayerful and financial support of the Association
also occupies a good part of his twelve—hour day.
Sylvan has visited many contacts suggested to (
him by other AACS members and has signed up 100
new members in his first six months. He reports
his contacts and activities to Toronto weekly
and in a recent letter he had this to say about
his work:

It has been a beautiful experience for me to talk

with people of a wide variety of backgrounds and

talents. To hear the confessions of those

people was a very enriching experience.

At the same time, it was enlightening to listen

to the reservations people expressed too. By

no means did these arise out of lack of faith

or vision, but often the own tentative nature

of our work caused hesitation on their parts.

As Dr. Runner pointed out, what unites us is not

philosophy but must be our attachment to God’s

Word. To try to persuade people to support the AACS on any other basis is

to take a stand on ground foreign to that on which we stand. We must con—

tinue “in humble awareness of our dependence on the Triune God” as the AACS

preamble states.

We hope you will ask God’s continued blessing and guidance in Sylvan’s

work. (

“My work has been a
beautiful experience.”

** ** *
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We’re On the Air

Five Institute students are participating in an interesting activity this
year as they learn to operate TV equipment for the Discovery IV series
videotapes. The students are Brian Maan, Perry Reeker, John Wilson, Pete
Reitsma and Jay Hoekstra. Marion Radsma, Ed Fielding of Patmos Gallery and
Harry Houtrnan of the AACS staff also took the eight—week course offered
by Humber College in order to learn the technical ropes. Cable TV stations

are required to sponsor community TV pro
jects free of charge, so every Thursday
night the new crew gathers at Roger’s cable
studio for four hours of complicated work
with the equipment.

Videotaping involves two major areas of TV
activity. In the studio, lighting is ar—
ranged and at least three cameramen set up
shots and angles to film the action. A
floor director syncronizes the cameramen,
signals the actors on such things as pacing,
and directs their eye and body movements.
The control room is the other major area of
activity. Here the general director must
give rapid—fire instructions to the camera
men over headphones. The cameras must be( constantly changing shots to give the active
effects which will keep TV viewers interest
ed. A sound man keeps check on the micro
phone levels, and a videoswitcher sorts

Brian Maan lines up a shot camera intake from the studio via a control
——just so—o—o. board. He is responsible for what is ac

tually viewed on the TV screen.

Before any show, the crew must study the proposed script in detail to arrange
all camera shots and special effects, constantly keeping the audience’s
reactions in mind. Unless every shot is plotted exactingly, any number of
problems can arise. For example, the TV viewer might hear a voice without
seeing a speaker on the screen unless
the sound and camera shots are precisely
coordinated. And a script must fit in
to a precise time allotment so the
studio floor director must pace the
speakers accordingly. The new crew
has to familiarize each Discovery
speaker with the TV medium. The speak
ers must learn how to make impassioned
speeches into a camera and they must be
very careful of their unconscious ac
tions such as running their hands
through their hair, because every ac
tion is recorded by the cameras. In

( spite of their initial unfamiliarity
with the bewildering activities, the
TV crew is enjoying this new experience
and are improving in their tasks. Hard at work in the control rooms
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Why is the AACS going to all the trouble of videotape? In 1971-72, the
Discovery lecturers visited 22 widely—scattered communities. With their

writing assignments, lectures
and teaching, the professors do
not have the time to travel in all
the places they would like to
speak. So the videotaping offers
the least expensive substitution.
At present a dozen communities in
Canada and the U.S. are showing
the videotapes in their churches,
schools and other public buildings
And more exciting are the nine
communities in Ontario--Sarnia,
Whitby, Oshawa, Chatham, Thunder
Bay, London, Toronto, Brampton and
Bowmanville——which are showing
the series over their local cable
TV stations to a potential viewing
audience of thousands of families.
What a way to spread the Word of
God! We hope you have the oppor
tunity to see and enjoy this ex
cellent lecture series which the professors and video—crew have worked so
hard to produce. Please contact us soon if you would like more information
on showing these tapes in your community.

* NOTE: Dr. Seerveld’s in-person lecture on Ecclesiastes has been changed
to a videotape of Numbers 22-24.

* * ***

Discovery IV Series Presentations

At this time two of the Discovery IV lectures on
“The Word of God Shall Stand Forever” have been sent
on their way through Canada and the U.S. to in
terested communities. These important lectures
focus on the full meaning of the Word and all who
hear will profit by an increased understanding of
the Bible’s function.

Dr. James Olthuis, the first lecturer, introduces
the subject and explains the theme of the series
by defining the Word of God. Dr. Olthuis claims
that disturbingly few of us derive sustenance and
comfort from our faith and the Bible is often a
closed “mystery—book” to us because we have not
been taught to read scripture correctly. It is
not the simplest book to read although we have the
attitude that anyone who wants to can understand
it. Too often, “understanding” boils down to per
sonal interpretation; we each focus individually
and therefore differently on the portions we read.
But scripture must be read in accordance with what
it is--God’s written revelation to His people.

Some good-natured Clowning among the
TV “actors”.

(

(

“We must develop an
understanding of the
‘confessional’ character
of the Scriptures.”
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( We must develop an understanding of the confessional character of the Bible;
that is, an understanding of why the Bible was written concerning the his
torical outworking of the relationship between God and His covenant people.

The Scriptures are a starting point--revealing how the Word holds for all
creation——and thus they are relevant to the creation. In the Bible we
have confessional guidelines; obedience or disobedience to God shapes
everything that scripture deals with. It is the focus and qualifying di
mension of scripture. This is what it means to read Scripture confessionally.

Further, we must recognize that the Word of God is not exhausted in the
written Word. Christ is also called the Word. And, “the inscripturated
and Incarnated Word is the same Word which created and sustains the creation
until this day.” Thus, the Word is not apart from us; it is not just some
thing we read, but all things in creation are in the grip of the Word and
respond to it either inobdience or disobedience. Olthuis fully and
clearly develops these points.

Dr. Arnold DeGraaff applies this confessional understanding of the Word to
the difficult books of I and II Kings. The seemingly unrelated accounts of
the lives of the kings are rather parts of a carefully constructed story
about Israel. For each king is evaluated in terms
of his obedience or disobedience to the law of the
covenant; to the Word of God. The story concerns the
religious (confessional) meaning of Israel’s history.
It is not merely an historical account. Certain his—

( torical facts are deleted and only those which relate
the religious significance of Israel’s activities are
recorded. I and II Kings show an abiding principal.
Faithfulness to Yahweh is necessary if His people ex
pect His blessing. The lecture continues with a more
in-depth study of Ahab and Elijah, tracing this con
cept of faithful obedience. Dr. DeGraaff’s explications
free us from searching for scant doctrinal or moral
truth, and enable us to see the relevance of the whole
of the books in their urging us to test all aspects of
our lives in accordance with our obedience to God.

?ebruary & March Discovery Personal Presentations

- Bernard Zylstra

Wednesday, February 21, Edmonton “Kings traces the
Thursday, February 22, Vancouver concept of obedience
Monday, February 26, Grand Rapids to Yahweh.”
Thursday, February 15, Toronto
Friday, February 16, St. Catharines.

Hendrik Hart

Friday, March 23, Vancouver
Saturday, March 24, Edmonton
Monday, March 26, Grand Rapids
Thursday, March 15, Toronto
Friday, March 27, St. Catharines.
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Kuyper and the Social Problem

by Professor Mr. W. F. De Gaay Fortinan

Preliminary translation by McI<endree R. Langley, Barrington College

In the December issue of Perspective, we referred briefly to Abraham

Kuyper’s influence on Dr. Vollenhoven. This timely article by Professor

Mr. De Gaay Fortman, of the Free University of Amsterdam, and member of

the Dutch parliament is a more in-depth study of Kuyper’s contributions.

The well-known pedagogue R. Casimir has given a penetrating sketch of Dr.

Abraham Kuyper’s incredible diversity in his book Edification (1927). In

almost every area he influenced, Casimir noted, Kuyper sparked new develop

ments.

I can immediately cite two points regarding the social problem to which

Kuyper’s work is still relevant. In the first place, he showed the sig

nificance of Christ’s salvation for the world. He pointed out how disas

trous it is when the Gospel is reduced to (only) the relationships between

God and the soul. The customary church preaching in his day had over-

spiritualized the Gospel and failed to pay attention to social needs. Two

quotations from Kuyper demonstrate this point: “The Christian religion is

mutilated if it is limited to the area of the inner life. Christianity

confesses not only Christ, but the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

It has as the first article of faith ‘I believe in God the Father Almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth’. The Christian religion must also have and (
offer a viewpoint concerning our relationship to nature, to government,

to our fellow man, to human nature and its qualities. In other words,

Christianity is a conviction concerning all those life—phenomena which to

gether dominate the social question.” (1891)

“People remain caught up in other-worldly matters. They get into a rut,

and neglect to preach the full Gospel of Christ who wills that the Gospel

be applied to society; He judges society and wills its betterment.” (1894)

Structural Critique

There is a second point relating to the social problem which Xuyper made

in the 19th century church. He made it clear that the social question

was not merely a matter of stipulating reforms of the existing social

order. Rather this question concerned the necessity of fundamentally

reforming this order. Concerning this problem, he had a clear conception

of the acquired civil rights of the people. A structural critique of the

existing social order, based on the Gospel, was necessary.

From this viewpoint uyper is still relevant. Since he subjected the

social order of his day to a fundamental critique, a great deal has been

changed for the good. At the opening of the first Christian Social Con

gress in 1891 he said, “Our society is losing touch with Christ; it lies

bowed down in the dust before Mammon, and under the relentless goad of

the most brutal egotism. The very foundations of the earth stagger, as

the Psalmist would complain (Psalm 82:5; 11:3).” These words are still

basically true. We are seeking to gain everything unjustly. But what

about the just recognition of ourselves and our neighbour?
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Kuyper thus acted for the re—formation of the social order. How did he stand

concerning the state? In Roman Catholic circles--and he was acquainted with

the writings which this group produced--there was a vigorous discussion con

cerning the task and role of the state. Some said that the state had a

task in the social realm only under exceptional conditions. Others declared

that no progress could be anticipated unless the state gave legal leader

ship for reform.

It is not possible to give a specific view concerning the task of the

state as the view of Kuyper. From 1873 (or 1874) when he first became a

member of the Second Chamber of the Parliament until he died in 1920, he

advocated different policies at different times. On the one hand he de

fended the developing power of the state with much enthusiasm, but at other

times he spoke about it with great reservation.

It can be truly said that he placed a great value on the organization of

those in business——employers and workers——to bring about necessary reforms.

The concept of sphere sovereignty that he developed relating to the

various aspects of life is often misunderstood. Some people have felt that

Kuyper opposed each increase of the state in the socio—economic realm. His

political successors largely gave rise to the beginning of this misunder

standing. The principle of sphere sovereignty is not first of all nega

tively directed against the state. Rather it positively sharpens the res

ponsibility of the various areas of life. Each sphere is proper itself

for the implementation of the necessary self-regulation. If this responsi

( bility is renounced then the state in
tervenes and regulates where regulation
is necessary for a well—balanced social
life. Intervention then is the task
of the state. The state then does its
duty, not what it is supposed to do.

It is undeniable that the group of
people that recognized Kuyper as its
leader quickly became organized in
political and social activity.

The Social Problem

In the course of time, Kuyper came to
the view that a satisfactory solution
to the social problem was impossible
without considerable state intervention.
When the school question and the suf

frage problem were solved in 1918
Kuyper pointed out in his last speech
to the congress of the Anti-Revolu
tionary Party, “What Now?”, that the
social problem was the problem to which
the ARP must give top priority. Con
cerning the task of the state, he said
after forty-five years of political
experience, “The earlier idea that
the government and the law must re
main aloof from all social expressions
of life has had its day and can no Dr. Abraham Xuyper
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longer be fully kept. Circumstances independent of the will and plan of (
the government place the government under a much greater obligation to
make social freedom possible by adherence to the regulation and protection
of the law.”

Euyper’s activity in the social area was based on a thorough knowledge of
social thought. His speech at the 1891 social congress, “Christianity and
the Class Struggle,” is impressive in content, above all for the footnotes

which refer to and explain the viewpoints of many foreign and domestic

(Dutch) experts.

Kuyper had two principles for social legislation. Such legislation must

be based upon a thorough theoretical and practical knowledge of the facts

and just administration of the economy. In addition, legislation must be
directed toward the employers and workers through organizations created by
them. These organizations would provide an opportunity together with the

law, to give the regulation which society needed very much.

Sometimes this idea of statutory trade organizations which Kuyper borrowed

from Roman Catholic and Protestant German social thinkers was said to be an

undemocratic corporativism. But this idea of Kuyper’s must be put within

the framework of its time. The task of the state was disputed, especially

concerning its involvement in labour problems. There were few employers’

organizations and trade unions. In this situation in which the different sec

tors of the economy exhibited little or no mutual cohesion, it was not

strange and certainly not undemocratic to insist upon the establishment of

statutory organizations in which employers and workers would equally be a

part in order to bring about the necessary regulation.

As a legislator Kuyper had little success. His importment amendment to the
Accident Insurance Law was defeated. Yet it was proof of how fundamentally

he could make a problem of labour rights his own problem. W. de Vries

has demonstrated (in his recent dissertation on the role of the employers

and workers in the passing of the Accident Insurance Law of 1901) that the

establishment of independent oranizations in the industrial sector to imple

ment the Accident Insurance Law was inherited from Kuyper himself. His prime

ministership contributed many bills but no laws of significance. He was the

man of the great concepts, not of concrete accomplishments. Desire for de
tails and for rhetoric played tricks on him. He remained his whole life

what he began; above all a preacher, the alarm clock of the Christians

organized by him, as Jan Romein, the historian, has called him.

The Gospel is Universal

In summing up Kuyper’s significance for social life, I will use the same

words that I used once before.

Kuyper testified in the midst of a sleeping church and a sleeping nation

that the cause of the rising workers’ movement was a just cause. He ex

amined mercilessly the social order of his day by means of the structural
critique of the Gospel. He clearly endeavoured to demonstrate that the

Christian must not approach social injustice with abstract theories. Rather

the Christian must always seek a balanced union of principles and social
reality. Above all, he opposed the fatal error that the Gospel should be
significant only for the salvation of the individual and that itis concerned
only with God and the soul. Rather the Gospel is universal and worldwide.
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It is relevant to all aspects of life. It is relevant both for men and

for social structures. This is that banner that Abraham Kuyper raised

among the Dutch people (Isaiah 11:12).

Source: Nederlandse Gedachten, November 14, 1970, The Anti—Revolutionary
Party, The Hague, The Netherlands.

* ****

The ICS and Life After That--A Perspective Interview with Jack deKierk

Jack deRlerk, a former ICS student has
recently been appointed to a position with
the Christian Labour Association of Canada.
Perspective thought it would be of interest
to hear his reflections on the ICS and how
his work relates to his past studies.

Jack’s acquaintance with the AACS/ICS began
in high school and college when he heard
Drs. Hart and Seerveld at AACS study con
ferences. At the University of Lethbridge in
Alberta he and some other students were con
cerned with developing a Christian approach
to studying. “But,” said Jack, “it was a
limited perspective and I became increasingly
dissatisfied with my Christian living, where
what I did Sundays had very little relation
to the secular university world on weekdays.
I was living a nature/grace duality and did
not see a way out of it.” A friend advised
him to change to Calvin College, so after
much consideration and a talk with Dr. Runner,
he decided to try it. There he was a poli
tical science major, took two courses from
Dr. Runner and began reading reformational
literature of the ICS professors and others.
“From there,” claims Jack, “it was no great
decision--I naturally drifted to the
Institute.”

Jack spent 2½ years at the ICS taking poli

tical theory, a seminar in industrial rela

tions, and doing independent work in systems

analysis on the problem of behaviourism in politics. He took Dr. Hart’s

courses in systematic philosophy and the philosophy of science where he

examined the history of political thinking in terms of the development of

the state in medieval history. At the end of last year Jack ran into a

problem. “There were not enough people in my field to develop a community

of scholars. With no communal exchange of ideas, I lost some of my interest

in studying. This lack was due in part of course, to the limited number

( of students now at the Institute but I decided to find a job where my talents

and knowledge could be useful and where I could further develop my biblical

philosophical perspective in a practical manner.” The CLAC considered and

recently appointed Jack to the job of organizer in the general workers locals

in southern Ontario. Jack will attempt to more fully involve the membership

Jack deKierk: “I wanted to
work where I could continue
to develop my biblical philo
sophical perspective.”
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in projects and programs relating to the CLAC, and will urge them to work
out problems in Christian labour relations. He is also writing an article
for “The Guide” (magazine of the CLAC) on urban development.

Although politics rather than labour was his primary interest, Jack is very
pleased with his job and sees great potential and much to be accomplished
in the CLAC’s future.

Jack’s other main concern is the Evangelical Committee for Social Action
(ECSA). ECSA was born last May as an effort to develop a Christian res
ponse to the Viet Narn War and other political and social issues. Two ICS
students researched U.S. and Canadian involvement in the war and the group
participated in a number of demonstrations “In presenting our Christian
witness about our position on the war,” Jack commented, “we realized there
were no other Christian groups involved. So we found ourselves next to
the New Left and Trotskyites. This was an unfortunate state of affairs and
shows the real need of Christians to become more involved politically. But
we must co—operate to a degree with non—Christian people who are saying in
a limited sense the same thing we are saying. We cannot compromise our
position but in this way we can present an alternative to their ideologies.”
ECSA’s other project is an examination of urban development in Toronto:
the members are asking what constitutes a city and how it can be made more
livable.

Jack has this to say about his preparation from the ICS:

“The perspective I learned at the Institute has been the most important pre- (
paration I could have received. The solid biblical foundation cannot be
overestimated and my sharpened Christian philosophical tools will be instru
mental in my future activities and in enabling me to see many problems more
clearly. It helped me greatly, for instance, in solving certain problems
in industrial relations and politics--my main areas of study--and I should
be able now to develop them along a Christian direction. Another good
point was the constant interchange of ideas that occurred among the students.
However, more of this went on outside the classroom than in it, and I’m
not sure that’s such a good sign. I think the ICS could improve on this
by more intensively focalizing its studies. More organized interdepartmen
tal exchange of ideas and materials is needed where persons in each area of
study could present their material and give one aspect on a certain problem
-—economic, legal, etc.

“Finally, the students at the Institute are caught up in a theoretical
world where they seemingly relate their lives, thoughts and activities.
The situation is understandable but I don’t think it is entirely accept
able. We tend to forget that we can never totally define life in terms of
the fact that we are students. Too often we fail to see life as more than
schoolrooms and libraries. I don’t mean to say (and I emphasize this) that
everyone should get involved in activities which gets their minds off study
ing or even that students should try to “practically apply” their learning
to outside activities while they are here. There is only a limited legiti
macy to this. What I mean is that we should see our responsibilities as
a whole; being a student is only one aspect of life. Many at the ICS are
husbands, wives, fathers or mothers--they don’t forget those parts of their
lives. But we do tend to forget that we are members of neighbourhoods,
churches, etc. Involvement in these areas gives more human, daily orienta—
tion to our studies. They are not mere matters of the practical or theore
tical——they are matters of living. Many are fooling themselves when they
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f say they don’t have the time to get involved; I say we can’t afford the
time not to get involved.

*****

Much Is Happening In Australia, by Gordon Spykman

Our last “international” issue was so full that we were unable to include all
the international events. So this time we are printing this exciting re
port on activities in Australia. Dr. Spykman is pro
fessor of religion and theology at Calvin College.

By means of this report I want to share with you some
of the very exciting and promising things I experienced
in Australia during August. After the Reformed Evan
gelical Synod (RES) in Sydney adjourned on August 25,
Paul Schrotenboer and I travelled the next day to Mel
bourne, where we were met by a group of reformational
Christian students from Melbourne and Monash Univer
sities. After showing us around the city, they accom
panied us to a Saturday meeting of the Aàsociation
for Christian Social Studies (ACSS) held at Ridley
Theological College. At the afternoon session I
spoke on the topic, “The Challenge of Christian Schol
arship”. About fifty or sixty people were in atten(- dance and in my talk I tried to share with them some
‘thing of the “spirit of Toronto”. It was good to see
that reformational thinking is alive among many people Dr. Gordon Spykman
“down under” and to exchange insights with them. Many
of the crucial issues as they sense them are much the same as the issues we
face here in the areas of education, labour and political life.

After evening “tea”, which Ridley provided for the conferees, Paul Schroten—
boer spoke to basically the same group of people. He presented his paper
on “The Vision of the Kingdom for Today”, again receiving a good response.

That evening Paul began his return trip and I agreed to stay on for a few
more days. I have no regrets whatsoever.

Sunday morning I preached in the Reformed Church of Geelong. Sunday after
noon, my host, Professor Wilkinson, a faculty member at the Reformed Theo—

• logical College, arranged for me to meet about an hour with some of the
students there. I got the impression that the faculty at the RTC is some
what suspicious of the reformational movement among the students, though not
overtly hostile, and the student body seems to be divided on the Kingdom
vision. Bruce Wearne is, I think, a leader among the reformational students
at RTC——a somewhat controversial figure, I would guess.

Later Sunday afternoon John Maguire and I drove back to Melbourne where we
joined the roughly fifty worshipers at the Free Church of Scotland (Presby
terian) for the evening service. No organ or other music Singing was led

(by a “voorzanger”——a young student. This pulpit attracts quite a number
of reformationally minded students, whom I had a chance to meet there. The
preacher at this church is a young man, Graham Bradbeer, not yet ordained,
who only recently returned from seven years of theological training in
Scotland. In his “intimations” Mr. Bradbeer announced that I would speak
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to the fellowship meeting immediately after the worship service. We all
had a great two hours together. The text and the sermon of Mr. Bradbeer
(Heb. 1:1-3) offered an open door to my talk. Leading in with a discussion
of the Word of God (“upholding all things by the Word of His power”) and the
Cosmic Christ——themes drawn from the sermon——I moved on to make a Bibli
cal case for Christian education. I tried to challenge those present
(elders of the church, the regulars and students) to join in the struggle
for financial equity for all schools. This is a live issue in Australia
too, where “non-public” schools do already get a small measure of govern
mental assistance. This meeting was one of the highpoints in my stay.
The response was very heartening. mong those present were a couple of
young student artists who are trying to develop a Christian art—style as
a form of Christian witness in a secular society. They have already made
an impact via one of their art displays. I could see this small church
playing a very crucial role in the reformational movement in and around
Melbourne. I therefore encouraged the students to lend Mr. Bradbeer every
possible support in his very promising ministry.

For the night the students arranged for me to stay at a house operated by
Christian students, members of the Evangelical Union, which is affiliated with
IVCF, who appear to run this house as a kind of haven of refuge from the
secular spirit of the university. There they hold regular Bible study
meetings, discussions, etc. The relationships between the reformational
students and these evangelical students seems to be very cordial. In this
situation they need each other. Several of the reformational students came
to their present outlook via contacts with such evangelical movements.

The bookshelves in this house reflect some serious reading. Francis Schaeffer
seems to have been a stepping—stone for several students in their journey
toward a more reformational position and I was pleasantly surprised at the
amazing volume of solid Christian literature these students had devoured,
including a lot of literature from Toronto. AACS tapes have also made the
rounds. The students often play them while travelling in their cars and
they run them off repeatedly.

One Christian student, Helen King, was elected to a post on the student
senate at Monash University, which has a reputation for its radically leftist
tendencies. She stuns her fellow senators with her refusal to be iden
tified with either the left or the right. The Christian students see her
position as an opportunity to confront the university community with a
radically Christian alternative.

Monday noon the students arranged a meeting at Monash University and formu—
lated a topic for me too: “Servants of God in the Temple of Value-less
Fact”, or: “The Christian Student in a Secular University”. Again it was
a good meeting with a very responsive university group of about sixty
students.

Monday evening I talked with about twenty students and Tuesday morning,
before catching the plane, the students set up a final informal discussion
meeting at the evangelical house with the six or eight students who could
come at that hour. (
Looking back on it, I view that weekend as days crowded with many valuable
experiences. I hope that what I did served some good purpose. These
Christan students are really growing into a deepening understanding of the
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Christian life, learning and calling in the world. I stood amazed time and
again at the progress most of them have thade in about one year’s time. I
found them to be very perceptive and articulate. And, very significantly,
they have been working largely on their own, with helpful coaching from Ted
Fackerell, co-founder of the Australian ACSS. Before long Fackerell will
be moving to Sydney University. That will be a real loss for the students
in Melbourne, but it also will open up new horizons in Sydney.

Very soon I think we ought to consider finding ways to help these students
along more concretely even than through literature and tapes. Some personal
leadership would be a big help to them. They have very few leaders to whom
they can turn. I surmise that it was this sense of their need for leader—

• ship which led them to prevail upon me to stay on for a few days. Paul
Schrotenboer and I suggested that they try to move forward by organizing
student conferences, but beyond that, I think the time is ripe to consider
sending someone to Australia to help build this movement, say, from June
through August——our vacation period——which covers the very heart of their
academic year. Perhaps such a person could also help to build the emerging
Christian political movement, centered on the Christian Radical Union.
These reformational students are bound together into a student organization

called the Christian Radical Club--the “Christian Rads” for short.

Well, that’s it. Perhaps we can talk about these promising developments, and
what we can do to help, sometime in the not too distant future. Shalom!

*****

Students Visit From the U.S.

Forty-five students from Dordt, Calvin, Trinity Christian, Geneva, Westminster
and Allegheny College converged on the ICS during their Thanksgiving holi
day of November 22-27. Institute students shared their homes and their class
room chairs for the event, prepared activities and showed their visitors
around Toronto. The visitors came well prepared with thick notebooks and
tape recorders for the lectures, and stocked up on books and materials to take

back with them. Many were impressed by their visit to Patmos Gallery and
Workshop. Saturday evening brought a be
lated Thanksgiving celebration as ICS’ers
and visitors gathered together for a tur
key dinner and a time to get better ac
quainted through more discussion and
through--a new activity for many--folk-
dancing. Many visitors displayed interest
in attending the ICS in the future. Af
ter a profitable week the students depar
ted and we only wish they had a longer
time to participate in the life of our
cornmuni ty.

A highlight of the week was the timely,
forceful lecture delivered by Dr. Evan
Runner on “The Radical Christian Facing
Today’s Political Malaise.” “The struggle
between the kingdom of light and the king
dom of darkness has at present become a
struggle between the republicans and democrats,” as Christians have divorced

Dr. Runner stirs his audience
with the need to act politically.
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Christ from their political loyalties. The average person is so enslaved

in the artificial dichotomy between liberalism and conservativism, that he

fails to see the similar principles driving the political campaigners.

And Christians, so embedded in secularism, have not guarded themselves

against the godless religious spirit that drives the potential leaders of

state, indicated partially by the mindlessness of campaigns in which issues

are not at stake but in which voters are manipulated by rhetoric, and values

are subordinated to bringing in the votes in whatever way feasible.

Dr. Runner traced the dilemma of this “terrible political choice” of liberal/

conservative back to the Enlightenment when Christians withdrew themselves

from cultural affairs and the concept of Reason as the path to Truth al—

tered man’s religious commitments. The French Revolution had a radical

effect in shaping future political categories, by dividing men into three

categories: those in complete agreement with the Revolution’s principles

(liberals), those against the bloodshed but for the principles (“resigned

believers”) and those opposing these concepts of progressivism but who are

still fundamentally in agreement with the intelligible humanistically con

ceived Enlightenment world-order (conservatives). Conservativism failed

to dig deeply into the faults of liberalism, but because it held on to an

earlier European social order where Christianity had been more influential,

Christians identified with conservatives and generally still do so. Dr.

Runner encouraged us to learn what confessing Christ radically will mean

politically and to come to terms with the present situation by forming an

alternative Christian political consciousness.

(
Will all the King’s men ... Out of Concern for the Church,

Phase II 256 pp. $3.95

Essays by Hendrik Hart, James Olthuis, Calvin Seerveld, Bernard Zyistra,

John Olthuis, Arnold DeGraaff and John Van Dyke.

Here is a book for every Christian who wholeheartedly ii L
desires to be a leader in a vital, reforming Christian will au tiic
Church. This challenging book aims at giving new

direction to the institutional church in North 2\meri- i1flg s men...
ca, and since the church gathered for worship is the

heart or hub of the Body of Christ everywhere, the
book takes on universal scope.

Out of Co*’r for

I!

The central thrust of Will all the King’s men ... is

that the New Testament church (Body of Christ) cannot

be identified solely with what we today call the insti

tutional church. That first church was a people of

God, called out by God for full service to Him in all

____ ______

their human activities. Worship was one of the many

____

tasks they performed. But today most Christians think

__________

that it is the sum of the Church’s activities, so
great areas of life are left without any Christian wit- ‘1

ness, and the institutional church itself is pushed into a mold that it can

never fill.

Will all the King’s men ... calls us back to the biblical vision, as its

authors examine the true .place of the institutional church from a biblical

perspective, and offer suggestions for its renewal. Throughout the book
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runs a “Kingdom vision”——a vision of the all—victorious King and of the
reforming actions His people must take. Only if it is read widely and
seriously can the vision expressed by a few men become the response of a
People.

*****

Miniscripts

* Dr. Hendrik Hart lectured the weekend of January 19-20 at a FOCUS con

ference in Guelph, Ontario. His topic, “Truth and Knowledge” was also

presented January 26-27 when he and Gerald Vandezande of the CLAC travelled

to Durham, North Carolina at the invitation of a group of concerned Chris

tians there interested in developing a fuller Christian view of life.

* Dr. James Olthuis was a. speaker at an ecumenical conference organized

by the Anglican church on the question of‘tChristian Lifestyles”. The

conference convened in Aurora, Ontario November 21-23. Dr. Olthuis reports

“there was considerable discussion, both positive and negative on whether

a distinctive Christian lifestyle exists”.

* ICS student Harry van der Velde wrote such an outstanding and interesting

paper for Biblical Prolegomena last year, that copies of it are now avail—

able. Send 50 to the ICS if you would like his exegesis of the book of

Ruth and you can get an idea of the work which students are doing here.

* On Friday, November 24th, Dr. Calvin Seerveld addressed 100 ICS and York

students at York University in Toronto on “The Meaning of Our Nakedness—-

A Christian Case for Free Love”. His discussion of the barren secular view

of sexuality in contrast to the potential wholesomeness and joy of a Chris

tian view was illustrated with slides and artworks.

* Mr. H. Hansma, associate professor of Anatomy at the University of Wit

watersrand, Johannesburg, S.A., visited Dr. Hart during the Christmas

holidays. During that time he met twice with politically interested students

to examine and discuss the problem of apartheid in South Africa.

* If you have not paid your 1971-72 AACS membership dues could you

please do so before the end of February?

* The ICS has cause to rejoice in the recent expansion of its library. Two

donors presented collections. Dr. T. Harry Leith, professor of philoso

phy at York University presented 160 volumes. His excellent collection in

cludes 50 of the classic texts in modern analytical philosophy, a vitally

needed supplement to our present library. In addition, his contribution

included a consistently good set of general philosophical works.

Kerry Hollingsworth, Institute librarian, donated. 700 volumes which he had

( shipped from his home in Australia. One hundred of these are biblical com

mentaries including many grammatical exegetical texts of the Greek. Two

hundred volumes deal with church history, with a main concentration on the

16th and 17th centuries and the remainder are general theological works.
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* 48 students from Indiana University, Indiana, Pa., visited the ICS during

their semester break of January l9th—22nd. This was the first visit by a

large group of students from a secular university and was prompted in part

by Dr. Peter Steen, who lectured on the Indiana campus. The students heard

special presentations on the programs of the AACS/ICS, and sat in on special

and regular lectures by the Institute professors.

* Please use our new postal code when writing to us. It is M5T 1R4.

Sincerely,

k4LJ,t
Carol Wilson,
Co-editor;
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