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Calgary hosts annual
meeting ‘69

E13

The AACS moved far away from
Toronto this year for the 1969
Annual Meeting. The meeting was
held at the St. Gregory Junior
Highschool in Calgary, Alberta
on May 16 and 17, drawing more
than 100 enthusiastic Christians
from at least 10 different cities

nd towns in Alberta.
his move was tremendously well

received in the West as was evi
dent in the wonderful fellowship
we had. All of us present were
looking for direct and personal
contact with fellow-workers from
the East and elsewhere. The meet
ing provided such contact. The
occasion inspired in us a renewed
sense of concern mixed with ex
citement: concern for the educa
tion of our children, and excite
ment in being able to work to
gether in Christ our Saviour.
Friday evening’s highlight was
Rev. B. J. Haan’s address, “Chris
tian Education: The Need of the
Hour”. After Mr. M. VanderMeu
len, the president of the AACS’s
Calgary chapter and a national
Board of Trustees Member, opened
the meeting, Mr. John Olthuis, the
Association’s Executive Director,
introduced to us the Rev. B. J.
Haan.
Rev. Haan, who is the president
of Dordt College, made it very
clear that NOW is the critical
moment for us to stand up for
Christian, integral education. The
secular, public-school system has
become such a ruthless big-busi

‘“ss in the last few decades that
4 )re and more Christian- and

other non-state schools have been
gradually forced over the edge.
Rev. Haan pointed out that the
assumptions underlying today’s

(i.e. NOW) humanistic educationäl:*
philosophies are radically opposed.:,
to a Christian world-and-life-view. I
The humanist assumes, for in
stance, that,

1. there is no Creator.
2. there is no creation.
3. man is his own authority.
4. social-law is determined by

the majority’s will, and, in
the end, a person’s ultimate
law is himself as an mdiv-
dual.

5. ‘freedom’ means ‘self-express
ion’, or simply being able to
do what you like.

Saturday morning entailed the
business part of the meeting. We
all were happy to have with us
the Association’s President Rev. J.. i

Joosse of Newmarket, Ontario
who, after some hectic flying and
only a few hours sleep (blame
the air-strike) could not quite de
termine whether NOW was today,
yesterday or tomorrow, or all of
them combined. Rev. Joosse open
ed the meeting and introduced the
agenda which indicated that four
reports were to be made.
In the first report Mr. John Olt
huis, the Executive director, shared
our thoughts when he showed how
our faithful God has again be
stowed His riches on the AACS
over the past year. For the first
time in its history the AACS could
support the Institute with its
teaching staff of three dedicated
scholars. This increased teaching-
power, along with the excellent
work of the Publication Commit
tee, has allowed positive contact
with Christians of various denomi
nations from many parts of the
world.

continued on pg. 2
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Annual Meeting.
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annual meeting cont’d.

The Development Director; Mr. J.
Hultink reported that he had made
personal contact with about 1500
people during the past year. The
success of his work is clear in
that more than twice as many
new members were made than the
274 necessary to balance the bud
get. Mr. Hultink stressed however
that new directions must urgently
be pursued in the future: Christian
textbooks are needed in the
schools, and individual contacts
should give way to large-audience
speaking-engagements — especial
ly in the big cities across the
nation. By 1974 the Institute hopes
to have a staff of 10 PHD’s and a
broad curriculum.
Mr. John Olthuis, reporting on
Institute Operations, said that Dr.
B. Zylstra will be the Institute-
Head for the year 1969/70. He
also indicated that the Institute
will begin to focus more on re
search; especially research on
problems of immediate educational
and social concern. Initial steps
to accreditation will he taken in
the near future.
The Treasurer’s Report and the
Budget were omitted from the

Agenda by a motion from the
floor. There was such a display
of enthusiasm during the dis
cussion-periods following each re
port that little time remained for
these two items and they were
approved unanimously without dis
cussion.
Before the end of the meeting a
film “The University”, was intro
duced and shown ‘by Dr. P. Schouls
from Edmonton. That this film
was some years old only added
to its interest as it portrayed so
very clearly how the present revo
lutionary trend in the universities

stems from a prior idolization of
education. Many a student, who
enrolls in the University searching
for the final answer and rest, will
meet with frustration. Every stu
dent needs Christ before he opens
his book; thank God there is hope
and concern.
The meeting was a wonderful oc
casion for all those present. We
sincerely hope that in the future
such an opportunity for fellowship
and inspiration will arise again in
Western Canada.

Peter M. Jonker Jr.
Calgary, Alberta.

A pause to
A Glance at Past Years ()
13 persons attended the annual
meeting of the A.A.C.S. — then
A.R.S.S. — held in Toronto on
February 12th, 1962. They offi
cially approved the cbarter of in
corporation dated November 27th,
1961, and admitted 48 new mem
bers. 12 persons attended the 1963
members’ meeting. Rather unspec
tacular when you consider that the
A.A.C.S. had existed as a definable
body of one kind or another since
May 28th, 1956. The period 1956
to 1961 was spent in “churning”
out an educational creed designed
to clearly elucidate the demands
of scripture for a reformation of
theoretical thought and in settling
upon an organizational structure
that would maximize the possibili
ties for the full participation of
christians across North America.
Of particular significance during
this period was the sponsorship
of the first student conference at
Unionville.
31 persons attended the May, 1963,
meeting, 32 the 1964 meeting, and
43 were present at the 1965 meet
ing which adopted a budget of
$15,950.00 and voted to ratify the
members’ decision to open an In
stitute for Christian Studies iY
1967. 72 persons adopted a budge.
of $23,000.00 at the 1966 meeting
and the 78 members attending the
1967 meeting ratified the decision
to purchase the building and ap
proved a budget of $40,000.00.
Last year the 112 members who
attended the annual meeting held
in Hamilton — for the first time
outside of Toronto’ — adopted a
budget of $68,000.00.
I present this rather insignificant
history — a history plagued by
mistakes and harsh criticisms and
marked by much toil and many
tears — to stress how completely
our Association is dependent upon
the blessings of our gracious God;
our God who was moved by our
failings and fumblings, our tears
and our pleas for help to establish
the work of His hands.

The Significance of this
Membership Meeting

This annual meeting is a very
significant one; significant be
cause for the first time we are
meeting in Western Canada, but
also significant because in the
twelve month period immediately
preceding this meeting we have
been singularly blessed. For the
first time in our history we we-
not forced to exhaust all our ene.
gies on ourselves. It was possible -.

for the Association to support an
Institute with a teaching staff of
three dedicated scholars. In the

Rev. B. J. Haan (right) Rev. J. .loosse calls the
with C.L.A.C. business roll while Mr. J. Oltku2s
representative Stan de Jong. listens.

Rev. B. J. Haan greeting (from 1. to r.) Rev. W. Postman,
Rev. A. Van Belt, Rev. H. R. De Bolster and Rev. J. V’riend.
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refresh Report

\ye of the world, and indeed in
the eye of the gigantic North
American academic enerprise, this
development is so infinitesimal as
to be ridiculous. Yet in the eye
of faith it can be seen as the
singular blessing of a Father who
cares for His children. It is cus
tomary for christians to acknowl
edge God and then hasten to recite
all that they have accomplished.
Formal thank Gods and then let’s
do the business, come easily to us.
Successes in all of life, including
efforts in christian education, are
the things we see when we take
our eyes off the goal. Our goal in
this Association for the Advance
ment of Christian Scholarship, the
goal of this Association from its
very beginning, the goal constant
ly sought after, is to bear witness
of God’s redemptive work for
higher education; for christian
academic work. In the measure
that by God’s grace we have re
mained faithful to this calling,
faithful notwithstanding our mis
takes, our lack of courage and our
fumbling efforts, we have been
successful. Our success cannot pri
marily be tabulated in terms of
increased financial support, new

embers, ndditional staff appoint
ments and increased sale of publi
cations. For all of this we are
very grateful but we count it our
greatest blessing — our greatest
success — that God has entrusted
us to do this work in christian
higher education. In fear and
trembling we seek to make a
christian contribution to the aca
demic world.
It is therefore with humble thanks
to God for His grace which has
been sufficient for each day that
I submit my annual report as your
executive director. Let our pause
to reflect and joy in the blessings
of this past year be a pnuse that
will refresh us for the challenges
of the coming year.

Staff
One year ago the Association was
staffed by myself as Executive
Director on a half-time basis. Fred
Cupido, Director of Development
and Student Affairs, Western
Canada. J. C. VanderStelt, Di
rector of Development and Student
Affairs, Eastern Canada, along
with threc secretaries. Dr. Hart
was the Institute staff. Rev. Van
derStelt resigned as of August
31st, 1968 to accept a teaching
position in Sioux Center, Iowa,

-“and Mr. Cupido resigned as of
September 15, 1968, to continue
his studies at the Free University
iii Amsterdam. The unselfish,

dedicated and talented service of
these men contributed in a most
significant manner to the growth
and consolidation our Association
enjoyed these past months. Keep
ing in mind that student affairs
work would be shifted to the en
larged Institute staff and care
fully considering the priorities In
making Institute rather than As
sociation ajpointments, the Board
of Trustees decided to appoint one
Director of Development whose
responsibilities would take him
from shore to shore. Mr. John
Hultink was appointed, accepted
and began his work on August 1,
1968. John’s deep commitment,
keen insight and boundless ener
gies are cause for much joy as
he pursues his task. Even though
we send bachelor John on extended
road trips — five weeks in British
Columbia, six weeks in Alberta —

we have failed in an attempt to
keep him single. John is engaged
to be married; however, we did
not lose a Development Director,
we gained an experienced book
keeper as Jenny Meyer joined the
office staff of Jane Booy and Bep
Haak on May 5th of this year.
While John and I along with the
faithful help of the office staff
try to keep the Association’s ship
afloat, the Institute staff of Drs.
Hart, Olthuis and Zylstra engage
in teaching, speaking and research
activities.
Although we in the Association
are pressed to perform all that
is required of us, we are convinced
that further appointments to our
staff must give way to the press
ing need of many additional In
stitute oppointments. After care
ful study by the Finance Com
mittee, it was determined that the
purchase of a large postage ma
chine and a rather sophisticated
addressograph would improve of
fice efficiency at the lowest pos
sible cost and would make it pos
sible for the present staff to
handle the increased work load.

Iaternal Organization
Pursuant to the provisions of the
Association’s constitution as offi
cially amended at the May 1968
membership meeting, the affairs
of the Association and Institute
for Christian Studies are the joint
responsibility of various boards
and committees, each having a
specific area of responsibility
which blends with the responsi
bility of other bodies working with
unity of conviction and purpose
to contribute to the cause of chris
tian higher education. The large
number of boards and committees

confuses some members and per
haps a brief explanation will be
helpful.
The members of the Association
are divided into 8 regions and the
members in each region elect a
member(s) to the Association’s
Board of Trustees. This board is
composed of 11 people, each serv
ing a three-year term. It meets
twice a year in Toronto and is
responsible for all the activities
of the Association and Institute.
The Board of Trustees appoints
people to sit on three other boards;
five to sit on the Board of Cu
rators which is immediately re
sponsible for the academic affairs
of the Institute, six to sit on the
Board of Directors which is imme
diately responsible for the non-
academic affairs of the Association
and eleven (who by provision of
the constitution are all the Cu
rators and all the Directors) to
sit on the Board of Governors
which is responsible for all of
the affairs of the Institute. Each
board has a set of rules and regu
lations to govern its internal ope
rations. To assist these boards
the Trustees have appointed a
Finance Committee and a Publi
cation Committee, both of which
are responsible to the Board of
Directors. We find that this di
vision of responsibility not only
makes it possible for a large num- -

ber of people to meaningfully par
ticipate in decision-making, it also
promotes a degree of expertise and
together these boards and com-:
mittees form a rather cohesive
unit for carrying on the work.

Regional Councils
The organization on a geographical
area basis of eight regional coun
cils has proven to be an effective
method of consolidating chapter
activities in the various regions.
It is hoped that as the regional
councils become better organized
that they will take more initiative
in organizing regional events such
as rallies and conferences and will
undertake all activities designed
to promote christian education
through the A.A.C.S.

Growth
We are grateful for the large
number of new members who
joined the Association during 1968.
Mr. Hultink’s report will contain
further details. More significant
ly, however, we see a growth in
the commitment and understand
ing of the present membership
which comes to expression in many
ways including increased financial
support. It is also most encour

continued on pg. 4
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• Report continued
aging to note that many new mem
bets are evangelical christians
from many parts of the world
who are attracted to the reformed
world and life view as it comes
to expression in our work.

Some Highlights of 1968
Reflecting back on the events of
the past year, many stand out.
Some are worthy of special note.
On October 7th, 1968, members
and friends of the Association
gathered ia Toronto to celebrate
the first anniversary of the open
ing of the Institute. With prayer
and song, in listening to the ad
dress of Dr. Seerveld and wel
coming Drs. Olthuis and Zylstra
and their families, God’s blessing
was begged for the year of In
stitute activity.
Attendance at the five summer
conferences held in 1968 (Bolton,
Calgary, Vancouver, Philadelphia
and Seattle) approached 1,000,
ahout double that of the previous
year. Students, teachers and evan
gelical-reformed christians from
all walks of life came together to
share the joy of struggling to
understand God’s way in academic
work.
Eighteen high school conferences
attended by just over 1,000 high
school students were held in 1968.
Most of these conferences were
sponsored by local A.A.C.S. chap
ters and regional councils. We are
increasingly pressed to meet the
demands of these young people
who are eager to -seek the chris
tian way in their studies.
Most importantly, of course, we
cherish the close ties between
FOCUS and the A.A.C.S. Rev. Vos
will surely comment on this re
lationship in presenting the Insti
tute report and program for the
coming year.

Publications
Perspective Magazine
Five issues of our magazine Per
spective were published in 1968.
Two have appeared in 1969. 5,000
copies are mailed to members, con
tributors and interested persons.
The magazine tries to be informa
tive, inspirational and educative.
Insofar as can be judged from
responses received we have been
moderately successful in meeting
the—objectives.
Christian Perspective Series
Three new publications and one
reprint were added to the Chris
tian Perspectives series in the past
twelve months. The new publica
tions were The Challenge of Our
Age by Hendrik Hart, Man in
Commuaication by Peter Schouls
and Understanding the Scriptures
by A. H. De Graaff and C. G.
Seerveld. The reprint was A
Christian Critique of Art and

Literature by C. G. Seerveld.
These publications continue to
be one of the most import
ant services we are. able to
offer the christian community.

• Oer 8,000 copies were sold in the
ist twelve months. An increasing
number of enquiries come from
christians around the world. Or
ders have come, from among other
places, China, Japan, Australia,
Ghana, Nigeria, Puerto Rico,
Egypt, Switzerland, Britain, the
Latin American countries, Leba
non; complete sets have been
placed in libraries around the
world. We are also encouraged to
note that increasing numbers of
Canadian and American students
look to these publications to assist
them in their struggle to give aca
demic articulation to their chris
tian heart commitment.
Publication Campaign
To meet the high cost of publish
ing material, a publication cam
paign with the object of raising
$18,000 was launched at the May
1968 annual meeting. To date the
campaign has netted approximate
ly $12,000 which has been used to
print the necessary material. We
are deeply grateful for this fine
response.
The Ceming Year
We must face the coming twelve
months with quiet confidence. God
has been good to us in the past
and we look to him in the fuSure.
Absolved from all our failings and
encouraged by the work that He
has graciously established, we can
take fresh courage as we plan
for the future.
Conferences
Study conferences are planned for
Calgary, Alberta (August 22 to
25); Cultus Lake, British Colum
bia (August 29 to September 1);
Grand Rapids, Michigan (Septem
ber 4 to 6); Bolton, Ontario (Au
gust 1 to 4); Philadelphia, Penn
sylvania (October 10 to 11).
Drs. Olthuis and Runner will lec
ture at the Calgary, Cultus Lake
and Philadelphia conferences on
the topics: Toward a New Chris
tian Life-Style, (Olthuis); and In
Critique of the Revolutionary Mind
(Runner).

Drs. De Graaf and Zylstra will
lecture at Bolton and Grand Rap
ids on the topics Coming of Age
(De Graaff); and God, Man and
the State (Zylstra).

Discovery I
Pursuant to the decision of the
Curatorium — a decision made
after prolonged consideration —

to centralize the teaching prograny
of the Institute in Toronto, th& )

Association decided to offer a lec
ture series to various communi
ties in Canada and the United
States. Fifteen people including
the Institute staff members and
staff members from Dordt, Calvin
and Trinity Colleges, have each
been asked to deliver the same lec
ture in six different communities.
In this way 15 communities can
be offered a series of six lectures.
This venture will be called “Dis
covery I” — Explorations in Con
temporary Living. The lectures
will deal with topics such as:
(1) Breakdown of the Family;
(2) Living and Learning: Home,
Church and School; (3) The Hid
den Invaders of our Homes (News
papers, T.V., Radio, etc.); (4) The
Family in Society: Internal and
External Pressures; (5) The Chris
tian Life Style: The family of the
Future. Further details will be
available soon.
Publications
The accelerated rate of sale of
publications, the consequent need
of reprinting combined with the
pressure of providing new mate
rials points to the need for a new
look at creating channels for th—
most effective publishing of thes
materials and the most effective
distribution to all christians. Such
new channels are under constant
study.
Financing
Recognizing the urgent need for
rapid expansion of the Institute
for Christian Studies, we are
acutely aware of the necessity of
finding new sources of revenues,
Foundations, trust funds and cor
porations must combine with the
faithful membership we now have
to make expansion and intensifica
tion of the present program a real
possibility.

Conclusion
In courage born of being fools for
the sake of Jesus Christ, we must
with singleness of heart and re
newed vigor dedicate ourselves to
this work for christian higher
education.

Respectfully submitted,
John A. Olthuis

NOTICE TO MEMBERS
in Regions 1 (B.C. Wash.), 3 (Mid West Canada & U.S.A.,

7 (Central Ontario, U.S.A.). Ballots for the election of
Trustees for these regions will not be accepted after 12
noon on August 15, 1969.

RETURN YOUR BALLOT TODAY
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• . . to arouse and instill a deeper
EDavva rene

Report of the Director of Development to the
Annual Meeting, May 17, 1969

“Now there was no smith found
throughout the land of Israel: for
the Philistines said, ‘Lest the
Hebrews make them swords or
spears’. Therefore all the Israel
ites had to go down to the Philis
tines to sharpen every man his
share, and his coulter, and his
axe, and his mattock.” (I Samuel
13:19, 20)
When we, as God’s people, faith
fully struggle to perform His will
for our lives, we have God’s as
surance that our work will be
blessed. The work of the Asso
ciation has frequently faced, what
appeared to be at the time, in
surmountable obstacles. Yet, the
past ten years clearly indicate that
God has faithfully helped us scale
every hurdle, surmount every ob
stacle. God’s promises based on
God’s faithfulness give us strength
for today, hope for tomorrow.
With this confidence we are not
overwhelmed by the seemingly
formidable task which confronts
us. Leaning on God’s promises

- we press forward, one step at a

,( Ntime, challenging the unjust claims
¶ Jof secularism in education as well

as in all of life. At the same
time we strugglingly attempt to
formulate a meaningful, biblical
alternative.
As director of development it is
my specific task to arouse and
instill a deeper awareness for the
necessity of (higher) christian
education among God’s people. I
thank God that the task is not
mine alone; that He has opened
the hearts of many of His people
who willingly work communally
with me. God’s promises and the
willing co-operation of His people
have made the past year and make
this coming year a year of great
expectation — a year in which
we may expectantly look forward
to a strengthening of our member
ship, a deepening of insight and
a munificence of service. Yester
day, today and tomorrow are
Christ’s; and we are Christ’s.
During the past 10 months I have
personally discussed the issues of
christian education with approxi
mately 1,500 individuals in Eastern
and Western Canada. The nature
of these personal discussions has
been published in Calvinist-Cbntact

g-m(April 5, 1969 # 898: With Both
j,,,J-Feet on the Ground). The results

have been gratifying in that 709
fellow christians joined hands with
us in our attempt to forge chris
tian tools for our students so that

they will no longer be dependent
upon the armouries of the Philis
tines.
Observations made and
comments received
(a) Perspective serves its purpose

well in keeping the member
ship informed of the latest
developments within the Asso
ciation. Many have expressed
appreciation for its continued
appearance and some have ex
pressed the hope that it will
be issued more frequently.

(b) Our people are not so much
concerned about the eventual
establishment of a “univer
sity” as they are about im
mediate academic assistance
for our students.

(c) For this reason many have
expressed their appreciation
for the wonderful work the
Institute staff is doing among
our students at the secular
universities and among the
teachers.

(d) Drs. Hart, Olthuis and Zylstra
have made a very fine im

• pression upon the community
at large in both eastern and
western Canada. Their work
among the students, teachers
and general public is largely
responsible for the upsurge in
membership and financial con
tributions. Discussions about
christian higher education
have been supplanted by con
crete academic work.

(e) For this reason I believe that
our growth in membership
and our financial growth will
be proportionate to the in
crease in Institute personndl
and services to students.

Evaluation of Promotional
Program ‘68-’69
To date the new approach of tem
porary but deep involvement in
the community has met with grati
fying results. People who would
normally not attend A.A.C.S. meet
ings have been confronted with
the issues of christian higher edu
cation through personal contact.
Issues which are difficult to deal
with at public meetings can readily
be discussed on a person - person
basis. It makes for better com
munication and deeper confronta
tion.
The new approach of “temporary
but deep involvement” does not
work well in large cities such as
Vancouver and Toronto. Most con
tacts must be made at night
Farmers are a rarity in cities.

More emphasis has to be placed
on speaking arrangements in these
areas. An attempt will also be
made by the development director
to establish a chapter within every
church community in larger cities
such as Toronto.
The program for ‘68-’69 was ex
travagantly unrealistic in at least
one respect — my belief that I
could visit every reformed com
munity in Canada.
Publications
The A.A.C.S. has made an inter
national and lasting contribution
to the world of christina scholar
ship through the sale and distri
bution of its Christian Perspective
Series. In a year and a month,
8,000 copies of varying titles were
sold or otherwise distributed. Most
noteworthy in this respect is Dr.
Runner’s publication The Relation
of the Bible to Learning; the en
tire second edition of 2,000 copies
was sold in 13 months. Over 1,600
copies of Understanding the Scrip
tures have already been sold.
Permanent Income
There is an increasing awareness
of the great need for christian
academic work. To meet the need,
it is essential that the Institute
for Christian Studies be expanded.
The Institute must concern itself
with as many disciplines as pos
sible. The Association’s Board of
Trustees has made the following
projections:
(n) By 1974 the Institute must

have a staff of at least ten
Ph.D.’s.

(b) By 1974 the combined annual
budget of the Association and
Institute will be in the vi
cinity of $250,000.00.

Continued expansion of the Insti
tute staff points to the need for
a permanent source of income. In
an attempt to create a capital
fund, the Association is planning
to implement the following pro
motional program:
1. An appeal will be made to

students in Canada and the
United States to donate a ‘sum
mer’s day pay” to the Insti
tute.

2. Alumni of existing colleges and
universities will be confronted
with a similar appeal.

3. Businessmen, professional peo
ple, and companies in Canada
and the United States will be
approached for sizenble dona
tions.

4. The Association hopes to be-
Continued on pg.6
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Report continued

come the recipient of bequests,
gift annuities and special gifts.

The plan is to invest all monies
collected in safe investments bear
ing the highest possible interest
rates. The interest earned will be
used to establish academic chairs
in the Institute. Since we hope to
continue this project for many
years and since the principai will
remain intact, we may look for
ward to the day when $1,000,000.00
has been invested. The interest
on $1,000,000.00 will pay the sala
ries of ten Institute professors in
definitely.
Proposed Promotional Program
‘69-’70
(a) Continuation of the promo

tional program ‘68-’69 until
every reformed community in
Canada has been visited.
Hopefully this can be accom
plished during the fall and
winter of ‘69.

(h) Engage in promotional cam
paign among the evangelicals
in Canada:

(1) Distribution of promotion
al literature explaining
the basis, purpose and na
ture of the A.A.C.S. du
ring the fall and winter
of ‘69.

(2) Follow-up work through
personal contact during
the spring of ‘70 (assu
ming that all reformed
communities have been
visited by that time).

(c) Concentrated effort on the
part of board members and
association and institute staff
to publish popular articles in
Calvinist-Contact and other
“evangelical” publications in
an attempt to create a deeper
awareness and clearer expo
sition of the need for and
nature of christian higher
education.

(d) Increase the distribution of
A.A.C.S. publications.

(e) Engage in a promotional cam
paign for the institute library
as recommended in the finan
cial report.

(f) Draw up and distribute at-

tractive (1) A.A.C.S. and (2)
Institute promotional folders.

Conclusion
There is much cause to be thankr.
ful to our faithful Father who har )
brought us such a long way
such a short time. While we have
often been faithless, His covenant
has been steadfast. And that is
the strength and salvation also
of christian education. May our
work in the coming year be to
the glorification of His name and
to the salvation of His people —

especially the students. To quote
Dom. Ph. J. Hoedemaker: “The
situation at secular universities
has become intolerable. There is
a great need for a wapensntederij”
— the A.A.C.S. May all our ef
forts arise out of faith and not
opportunism; may the command
of God receive precedence over the
concrete situation. So doing, •we
may expect abundant blessing
upon the works of our hands and
thus equip our students with
christianly forged tools.
Respectfully submitted,
John Hultink

Concentrating
Covenanters listen to
lecture (above)

Dr. John W. Sanderson
initiated seminar (upper
right)

President Marion Barnes
records (middle right)

Trinity’s Werner scratches
and Covenants’ Barker
laughs (lower right)
Everyone eats
(immediate right)
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On June 3, 4 and 5 the Institute
for Christian Studies was host
to twelve faculty members from
Covenant College in Chattanooga,
Tennessee — an institution of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church in
the United States. They were
joined in Toronto by four faculty
members from Trinity Christian
College, Wheaton College and
North-Western University — all
in the Chicago area. They heard
lectures by the Institute staff, by
Dr. C. Van Dongen of the Uni
versity of Guelph and Mr. 0.
Vandezande of the Christian La
bour Association of Canada. After
each lecture there were long and
intensive discussions — continued
during mealtimes and coffee hours.
The guests also participated in a
regular Institute seminar together
with students from the universi
ties in Waterloo, Guelph and To
ronto. Some of the areas of dis
cussion were: the idea of a chris
tian university; the church-insti
tute, the Kingdom of God and the
body of Christ; the structure and
functions of the state; linguistics;

problems of labour and industry;( ‘e curriculum, place and task of
-Christian colleges; and the cul
tural responsibilities of the Chris
tian in a rapidly changing world.
Among the participants were Cove
nant’s president, Dr. Marion Bar-

nes; last year’s academic dean,
Dr. John W. Sanderson; and his
successor Dr. Nicholas Barker.
The significance of this event is
two-fold. In the first place, the
initiative for this consultation came
from the staff of Covenant Col
lege. This means that the services
of the Institute were sought by
a christian institution of higher
learning with which, until now, no
official contact had been made.
Important in establishing this re
lation were out publications and
the fact that Dr. H. Evan Runner
was a guest lecturer on Covenant’s
campus earlier this spring, just
after Dr. Sanderson had made a
surprise visit to our Institute. In
the second place, this event
brought us a step closer to the
Institute staff’s definite aim of
helping to bring together the
shattered elements of a broken
evangelical-reformed community in
North America.

This consultation climaxed a year
of work for which we can be
most thankful. Several of the
guests from Covenant expressed
the conviction that their college
would not be the same after this
event. Two of the participants
from the Chicago area decided to
spend an entire year at the In
stitute. Our staff was rather ner

vous when the first week of June
approached, because after a busy
winter there was not much time
to prepare and therefore our de
cision to host these meetings was
risky enough. Now that we look
back upon it we are deeply grate
ful to God for having been given
this opportunity of discussing the
foundations of Christian scholar
ship with fellow believers from
far beyond the Institute and also
beyond the circle of reformed
Christians in Canada.
It was especially significant to see
the discussions develop in concrete
openness, so that deep trust and
hearty disagreement could go hand
in hand. Clearly, this type of con
frontation — on a broader scale —

will become one of the futcions of
the Institute. And already prepa
rations are being made towards
this end. For instance, the Insti
tute and the Inver-Varsity Chris
tian Fellowshi? of Canada
(I.V.C.F.) are planning a jointly
sponsored series of discussion eve
nings for the coming academic
season. And the staff is working
out the details of a proposal to
be sent to the Curators concerning
a three-week summer-seminar for
in-depth appraisal of the place of
Christian higher learning in to
day’s world. Representatives from
various institutions in Canada as
well as the United States, will be
invited to participate. It is our
hope that in this way the present
limited potential of the Institute
for Scripturally-founded learning
can be given a broad context.

“I’ve been elated to discover how
much agreement there is among
us all about ultimate goals of chris
tian education . . . . I can also go
home knowing that we aren’t the
only ones who haven’t found all the
answers.”

Charles Anderson,
Bible professor

“I’ve been impressed with the
oneness of spirit, with these fel
lows’ openness, and the tentative
ness with which they hold the
modal system, even while being
consistent in their application of
it . . . . I have difficulty seeing the
application, of the system to my
own field, perhaps because I am

ss accustomed to operating for a
prolonged period on the theoretical
level.”

Nicholas Barker,
English literature professor

“The discrnssions we hays had
these past three days at the In
stitute are, I believe, the most vital
and relevant that the Covenant
College faculty has engaged in in
the three years I have been asso
ciated with it. The stimulation re
ceived through these scholarly in
terchanges should bring a new
freshness, e new awareness of our
common responsibility as chris
tians and educators to be engaged
in thinking christianity about all
of the aspects and ramifications of
our task.”

Gary B. Huisman, Librarian

“I have been impressed by the
enthusiasm and articulateness of
the instructors at the institute.
The seminar has aided in crystal
lizing my own thinking about the
task I must perform as an instruc

“The A.A.C.S. sponsored semi
nar for us who have come from
Covenant College has been a most
stimulating experience. This has
been so not only for the necessity
of re-examining certain positions
held, to see if they have genuine
validity in the light of challenges
offered them, but also for the value
of hearing problems discussed in
a rather differently presented
framework of reference.”

John M. L. Young,
Bible professor

many issues — especially
regard to theories of the
of Christian education —

was enthusiastic agreement.

Joel Belz,
Director of Public Relations

Institute Hosts
1-9ovenant College Faculty

Comments from Covenant tor in a Christian college. I feel I
can now return to this task with a
keener view of what a Christian
perspective of life is.”

Charles Donaldson,
Professor of Chemistry

On
with
goals
there
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students-and professors-forsaken God?
‘he A.A.C.S. believes that the only hope for the academic com
munity lies in Radical Redemption in Jesus Christ. And Christian
students and professors must show the way. As a step toward
giving some radical christian an swers the A.A.C.S. offers

6 Study conferences
ONTARIO

August 1-4
Bolton, Ontario
Drs. DeGraaff and Zyistra
For registration write:
A.A.C.S.
141 Lyndhurst Avenue,
Toronto 4, Ontario.

MICHIGAN

September 5-7
Holland, Michigan
Drs. DeGraaff and Zylatra
Registration address:
Mrs. Henry De Moor,
736 Vanderveen Ct., S.E.,
Grand Rapids, Mich. 49503

ALBERTA

August 22-25
Edmonton, Alberta
Drs. Olthuis and Runner
For registration write:
Mr. J. Cupido,
10806 - 38 Street,
Edmonton 21, Alberta

PENNSYLVANIA

October 10 and 11
Pipersville, Pennsylvania
Dn. Olthuis and Runner
For’, registration write:
Mr. Mark A. Davies,
96 E. Moreland Avenue,
PMladelphia, Pa.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

August 29-September 1
Cultus Lake, B.C.
Drs. Olthuis and Runner
For registration write:
Mrs. Texie Vandergugten,
3212 West 13th Avenue,
Vancouver 8, B.C.

WASHINGTON

August 26-28
Bellevue, Washington
Drs. Olthuis and Runner
For registration write:
Mr. Norman Greene,
Route 3, Box 412,
Snohomish, Wash. 98290

the conference scheduled for your area!

_l.
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The Institute for Christii

The Institute for Christian Stu
dies is finalizing plans for its
third academic year. During the
first two years steps were taken:

1. To give christian teaching as
sistance to the 600 odd stu
dents from reformed homes
studying at Canadian univer
sities.

2. To make a christian contri
bution to the academic world
through writing, speaking and
participating in numerous con
ferences.

3. To have the Institute assume
its place in the North American
family of christian institutions
for higher education.

In the eye of the world and
indeed in the eye of the gigantic
North American academic enter
prise, these contributions are so
infinitesimal that they appear ri
diculous. Yet in the eye of faith
we are able to see these develop
ments as the singular blessing of
a God who cares for His children.
Our growth from a staff of two
part-time persons and a budget of
$15,590.00 in 1965 to the present
staff of seven full-time and one
half-time persons, working with
a budget of approximately
$105,000.00 serves as a constant
reminder that we are completely
dependent apon the blessings of
our God, our God who was moved
by our fumblings and failings, our
tears and our pleas for help to
establish the work of His hands.

The Institute for Christen Stu
dies stands ready to fulfill its God-
given task of ministering to the
academic needs of the christian
community in North America.
Mindful of its role as servant the
I.C.S. presents the following, ma
terial with a view to informing
members and friends and in par
ticular students of its activities.

We hope it will encourage the
people of God to remember this
work in their prayers and giving.

The Association for the
Advancement of
Christian Scholarship

The Institute for Christian Stu
dies, an academic center deeply
imbedded in the life of the Asso
ciation for the Advancement of
Christian Scholarship, is some
thing new on the North American
scene, The Institute’s activities
must embody the preamble, the
purpose, basis and educational
creed formulated in the Constitu
tion of the A.A.C.S. In this way
the Institute finds its place in the
life of the christian community.
The founders of the A.A.C.S. were
convinced that this new academic
institution should not in the first
place become the concern of the
institutional church, the business-
community, the state, or any other
societal establishment foreign to
the academy. Nor is this institu
tion to be the sole concern of an
academic elite. Rather, it is the
responsibility of the christian com
munity, channeled via a proper
social structure. For this reason
it seeks its control and support
among people committed to a bib
lical ordering of education and
thus organized in an association
for the advancement of christian
scholarship.

On the other hand, the activi
ties of the Institute are to assist
the christian community in its con
crete witness in the crucial areas
of contemporary culture. In that
way christian education is part
and parcel of the Body of Christ.

The members of the A.A.C.S. —

at present about 2500 — are final
ly responsible for the affairs of
the Association and thus also for

the activities of the Institute. The
lines of authority are basically
simple. The Association is govern
ed by a Board of Trustees, which
is elected by the members and
accountable to the Annual Meet
ing. The Board of Trustees ap
points a Board of Curators for
the academic affairs of the In
stitute and a Board of Directors
for the non-academic affairs.

Long-Range Development:
Toward a Free University

The constitution of the Asso
ciation commits its members (
work toward a christian univeI
sity. Such a university is to be
seen primarily as a body of schol
ars working communally to bring
a biblical perspective to boar on
the universal expanse of academic
endeavor.

Besides embodying as fully as
possible its scriptural direction, a
university should also take on a
shape fitted for the cultural cli.
mate in which it is to flourish. A
christian presence in the academic
world not subject to controls for
eign to the direction of the Gospel
and at the same time playing its
liberating role in the midst of the
secular powers can today beat be
achieved by means of what has
recently become known as a ‘free
university’ on this continent
Therefore an institute ihould be
developed in close connection with
an academic center of world-
stature in which teaching and re
search are directed at discovering
how the foundations of larning
rest in God’s creative-redemptive
Word.

In view of the above and co(
sidering the limited financial a&’
scholarly resources of the evan
gelical community ‘in North Amer
ica, the A.A.C.S. need not strive
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for a university with a vast array
of buildings, libraries and labora
tories. Instead, it intends to bring
together persons who can relate
the problematics of individual
sciences to an overarching,, unifying
outlook on reality. At this early
stage of its existence, therefore,
the expansion of the Institute will
lie in the appointment of persons
who can explain the fundamentals
of their particular area of special
ization in terms of a total chris
sian life-view. In that way a

f-4çenuinely christian free university
ç )n be developed. Areas of imme

diate concern for development are
philosophy of the natural sciences,
theory of education, fundamentals
of economics, encyclopedia of the
sciences and philosophy of cul
ture.

An Academic Community
at Work

In this age of fragmenting spe
cialization, in which the university
is turning into a multi-versity and
the student into a mere tech
nician ,the Institute for Christian
Studies has been born out of the
heartfelt conviction that the cur
rent crisis in science and the re
lated weakness of the university
can only be overcome when the
fullness of the Gospel of Christ
is brought to bear upon the very
root of academic work itself. Since
the scientific pursuit, as all other
human practice, finds its meaning
fulness or meaninglessness in re
lation to the Creator of all things,
it must be unfolded in, through
and unto the Father or it will fail.

Such scripturally-based learning
a communal challenge and re

sponsibility for the Body of Christ.
The Institute is meant to be a
center where scholarly communion

in Christ can grow and flourish.
Team-work must be the watermark
of this project. The call to join
such a team goes out, not to
teachers and students who are in
cidentally also-christians, but to
persons who in concert yearn for
a learning that is of one piece
with christian conviction. This call
goes out to believers who wish to
offer up also their academic works
as living sacrifices to the Lord.
Since an authentic community of
learning is only possible when a
communally-held world-and-life-
view is translated into a commonly
used model, the Institute gives
first place to the study of philo
sophy — the inter-disciplinary
science which provides the unity
of conception essential for the
proper placing and functioning of
the special sciences.

In this connection the program
of the Institute is two-pronged.
The Institute must help equip stu
dents with the basic ordering in
sights necessary to understand
the various fields of learning in
the setting of the wholeness of
human life. The student’s con
sciousness must be so set that he
acknowledges that the mind of
Christ is the true way of living
and learning. At the same time
the Institute must get on with the
task of articulating a general phi
losophical systematics as well as
developing philosophies of the spe
cial sciences — all in the spirit
of the preamble and the educa
tional creed of the A.A.C.S.

The forms and shapes that this
undertaking will assume cannot
be predetermined. Here ingenuity
in resourcefulness must shine.
There will be discussions and semi
nars, with and without student
participation; sustained research;
student guidance, both formal and

informal; original publications;
translations — in short, a re
search teaching rhythm will de
velop helpful to the best interests
of all concerned. Students can thus
look forward to joining a com
munity in which the emphasis will
be on the formation of a team
of christian scholars. Although
students will be expected to rely
on their own initiative, to a large
extent, as the situation allows they
will be given the optimum of per
sonal attention. A student will be
free to attend and participate in
as many or as few activities as
he desires.

Finally, attention must be called
to the fact that one should not
look upon the Institute as a re
treat, isolating students from mod
ern university life — witness the
Institute’s setting in the shadow
of the University of Toronto.
Rather, it should ‘be seen as a
place which furnishes principled
insight and guidance in order that
the students may walk the chris
tian way in the twentieth century
world of learning.

Accreditation

At present the Institute does
not offer the usual accredited pro
gram. Work is being done, how
ever, to obtain the following three
types of accreditation in relation
especially with existing christian
institutions of higher learning.
Attempts will later be made to
begin similar arrangements with
other institutions.

In the first place, academic in
stitutions will be invited to en
courage their qualified students to
take Institute courses as part of
the accredited program of said in
stitutions.

In the second place, the Insti
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tute will grant Letters of Stand
ing for units of work completed,
and it will try to find acceptance
for these with other Institutions
for purposes of accrediting said

work. Names of such institutions
are available upon request

In the third place, the Institute
will grant Certificates and Titles
for work accomplished at the grad
uate and post-graduate level. Other
institutions will be encouraged to
employ holders of such certificates
and titles. The precise require
ments for these Certificates and
Titles will be announced in the
near future.

In this context it should be
emphasized that the Institute is
geared to those students who are
committed to developing a chris
tian frame of reference without
concern for accreditation and to
those who already have attained
degrees. The latter would profit
from one or more years of at
tendance before continuing their
formal studies or before assuming
a permanent position in society.

Admission, Regulations, Fees
and Awards

Admission Is normally open to
anyone who is or has been en
rolled in a college or university.
Due to the nature of the Insti
tute applicants with a B.A. degree
will stand to benefit more from
the program. Religious commit
ment is not factor in admission.
Transcripts of previous academic
records should be sent with a
letter of application to the secre
tary of the Institute staff for
evaluation.

One is free to enroll in as many
or as few courses as one desires.
Students desirous of obtaining a
regular degree ought to note the

possibility of registering at one
of the universities in the vicinity
of Toronto (e.g. University of To
ronto, York University, Univer
sity of Guelph, Waterloo Lutheran

University, University of Water
loo, McMaster University), and of
following Institute courses at the
same time.

There are no fixed academic
regulations at present. Bach in
dividual case is given special con
sideration. The students enrolled
in the Institute are expected to

be mature. Written examinations
will as a rule be waived in favour
of course papers and orals. Be
sides participation In the program,
a Letter of Standing requires a
special oral examination conducted
by at least two members of the
staff.

Tuition fees are $200 per semes
ter for students in full-time at
tendance. Single courses are $50
and tutorials are $95 per semes
ter. For students enrolled at other
universities these figures are res
pectively $100, $30, and $50.

As yet, no special awards can
be announced. Efforts are being
made to arrange awards sponsored
by chapters and regional councils
of the A.A.C.S. for students in
their geographic areas.

The Program of Courses

The teaching-program of the In
stitute will be conducted on the
basis of a fourteen-week two-se
mester system. The first semester
lasts from September 15 through
December 19. The second semester
lasts from January 12 through
April 17. Besides the courses listed
below there will be an opportunity
to arrange private tutorials for
advanced students.

The teaching sessions will nor

mally be held bi-weekly for three
hours per course-session. The in
structive character of the courses
is variable, with such options as
seminars, workshops, lectures and
discussions.

The following courses will be
taught:

1. Systematic philosophy I & II

2. Systematic philosophy III & IV

3. Anthropology

4. Curriculum workshop

5. Theory of education (‘i

6. Ethics I & II -

7. Theology, ethics and herme
neutics

8. Political theory I & II

9. Legal theory

10. Industrial relations I & II

11. Private tutorials

Summer Program

A three-week summer program
will be offered from July 6-24
in 1970. This program will be
two-pronged.

A. In the morning sessions there
will be regular summer school
sessions intended for students
and graduates, including teach
ers.

B. in the afternoons there will be
an advanced seminar type pro
gram intended primarily for
faculty members of colleges
and universities. Here the em
phasis will fall on the dis
cussion of fundamental prob
lems in the various sciences
within a reformational perspec
tive. Details of the progrtn
will be announced in a sep%,
bulletin.

Board of Trustees

A.A.C.S.
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Institute

The Board of Governors of the
Institute for Christian Studies is
pleased to announce that Dr. Ar
nold H. De Graaff has accepted
a part-time appointment as visit
ing assistant professor in educa
tion. Mr. Be Graaff will spend
oe quarter of his time engaged

4 teaching and research activities
the Institute and three quar

ters of his time teaching at Trinity
Christian College in Chicago where
he has been assistant professor of
psychology since 1967. Be Graaff
was graduated from Calvin Semi
nary (Grand Rapids, Michigan) in
1960. In 1966 he received his
Doctor’s regree from the Free
University in Amsterdam upon
completing his work in the area
of catechetics and educational psy
chology and finalizing his dis
seration entitled The Educational
Miaistry of the Church (1967). He
has participated in numerous
A.A.C.S. sponsored events, inclu
ding lecturing at summer confe
rences. His 1968 conference lec
tures have been published under
the title Understanding the Scrip
tures. The topic for his 1969
summer conference lectures is The
Death of an Adolescent.
The major emphasis in the course
Be Graaff will offer on the theory
of education and in his curriculum
workshop will be a scripturally
orientated analysis of the prob
lems involved in coming to a
clear understanding of the struc
ture and aim of education as it

r ‘4es place in the school, of the
)pe of curriculum and of meth

odology. We rejoice in the addi
tion of this dedicated christian
scholar to the Institute staff.

Western hospitality is a magnifi
cent thing. I knbw I experienced
it for eleven wonderful weeks —

five in British Columbia (January-
February) and six in Alberta
(April-May). No, I did not go
on an extended holiday though
I must admit that the grandeur
of the Rocky mountains and the
vast expanses of Alberta were
alluring sights indeed. My motive
for visiting Western Canada was
to promote the work of the
A;A.C.5.
Western Canada! At first• it
sQundeci like another world. I knew
so:few people there. Where would

• I sleep and where would I eat?
Hotels and restaurants? What
would I use for transportation?
Hertz rent-a-car? The expenses
for the A.A.C.S. would be pro
hibitive. “Not so!” said our people
in Western Canada. “Not so!”
And for eleven weeks they made
me a guest at their table; they
who were twice blessed placed
their second car at my disposal
— some for weeks at a time. It
was a wonderful experience in
deed.
To Christians in Western Canada
the A.A.C.S. extended the Mace
donian call: “Won’t you come and
help us? Help us in our attempt
to reach students for Christ?”
And help us they did. During
those eleven weeks 350 people be
came members of the Association
— 165 in British Columbia and
185 in Alberta. Financially also,
the support was unprecedented.
The Association received $5,100.00
in donations and dues which were
paid upon application for member
ship. At the same time our execu
tive director, Mr. John Olthuis,
who was visiting parts of Western
Canada in conjunction with our
annual meeting held in Calgary,
received a gift annuity of $3,500.00
— and a promise of more of the
same if the Association faithfully
continues upon its-scripture-direct
ed path. “Thank God for His
great benefits” were our parting
thoughts as we packed for home.
Ours was the rewarding aware
ness that the work of the A.A.C.S.
had found its way into the hearts
of many more Christians.
The work of Des. Hart, Olthuis
and Zylstra was much appreciated
in Western Canada. Their lectures
and public speeches helped many
to come to a deeper understanding
and greater appreciation of the
urgency of the work for christian
higher education. Concern was ex

pressed at the same time for the
pressing need for more of a center
where students could engage in
concentrated study. Realizing that
centralization would minimize our
immediate contribution to the
western provinces our members
there nevertheless strongly urged
us to expend our energies in that
direction. Anti .o. we have. This
year. te:. Institute for Christian
Studies is offering 11 different
courseth. And yet our western
provinces will no suffer. We have
simply doubled the work load. Dr.
Peter Schouls whose lecture series
in Edmonton was so well received
last year has generously agreed to
conduct a 10 meeting lecture series
in both Edmonton and Vancouver.
In addition, fifteen people inclu
ding the Institute staff and staff
members from Calvin, Dordt and
Trinity Colleges have each been
asked to participate in a series
of lectures that would be offered
to fifteen different communities.
This venture will be called “Dis
covery I” — Exploration in Coa
temporary Living.

The concern of some Western
Canadian and Western U.S.A.
mem’bers that the A.A.C.S. was
rapidly becoming an exclusively
eastern association is all but gone.
The West is well represented by
its five delegates to the Board of
Trustees. Our people also realize
— now more than ever before —

that if the A.A.C.S. is to make
a meaningful contribution to. our
christian students at non-christian
universities and to the academic
world in general, the Institute
staff must publish extensively.
Words and ideas are our con
temporary bullets. We must give
expression to our christian under
standing of society, of history and
of life in articulate and meaning
ful publications in all disciplines.
To this end the Institute staff
has begun its work.
Decisive battles are being fought
in the world and the academic
community plays a crucial role in
these battles. So it’s not a matter
of East and West — North or
South but a matter of faith, of
christian faith commitment coming
to academic expression in con
frontation with pagan academic
expressions. It’s a matter of one
united people of •God striving to
live out of its redemption in
Christ Jesus. Western Canadians!
Thank you for your support.

John Hultink

THE A.A.C.S. IN WESTERN
CANADA

De Graaff
Appointed to

13



STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS
Why do students demonstrate?
Why, in some universities, is
teaching and research made im
possible regularly by student sit-
ins, or boycotts, or destruction of
equipment?
Some would like to believe that
the present turmoil on campus is
a result of “communist conspira
cy”. Those who try to deal with
student unrest in terms of this
belief won’t get very far. Blaming
this unrest on any kind of “con
spiracy” is just one more of the
many escapist moves we have seen
so often in the past. It is a refusal
to come to! grips with a profound
problem of critical proportions.
What are some of the elements of
the problem that makes students
demonstrate? Let me draw at
tention to just two of these ele
ments. I believe these two are
probably the important ones of
the different elements involved.
Both have been recognized by stu
dents throughout the Western
world.
The more important of the two
is the following. Students attend
university to gain enrichment of
life. They want to know what life
is all about, what culture is, how
they can contribute meaningfully
to it. Especially many of the arts
students come to! university with
these ideals. ( Have you noted that
the spokesmen of the demonstra
tors, as well as most of the demon
strators themselves, are arts stu
dents?) What they find at uni
versity is that life, culture, is
highly skillfully dissected for
them, but the the university lacks
the power of integrating what it
dissects. That is, of course, be
cause the university dissects, dis
integrates, rather than analyses
and puts together again into a
coherent unity. Rather, it is be
cause the university no longer sets
out from a coherent unity. It no
longer really knows the meaning
of “coherence”, “unity”. Western
society, and its universities, lives
in terms of fragments. When the
student comes to university, he
is already sick of the fragmenta
tion-”education” of his pre-univer
sity life. He looks for integration
at the university, and the uni
versity fails him. And then he
rebels. For the sensitive student
knows that the university fails
him. Students do not always clear
ly see how it does so, in fact,
often they do not see this at all;
but often, as well, they do see it.
Many of my own students have
expressed this quite clearly to me.
And some students have written

about it rather forcefully. For
example: “The curricula issued by
the universities are generally un
realistic, they do not provide a
rational overall view of the build
up of studies; they lead into a
maze in which an industrious stu
dent cannot find his way.”
The other element has to do with
prejudice. The issue here is not,
of course, racial prejudice (even
though the latter is often used as
an excuse, e.g. in the recent riots
at Montreal’s Sir George Williams
University). There is a deeper-
cutting prejudice at most univer
sities. There is the fact that, in
the sciences especially, industry
and capital often dictate the num
ber of students to be enrolled in
certain courses, the kind of courses
to be taught, the kind of research
to be engaged in. University ad
ministrators as well as professors
often acquiesce in this kind of
dictatorship - necessarily-involving-
prejudice; often, they are not fully
aware of what is happening here.
There is the further fact that it
is still the case that, percentage-
wise, many more students whose
parents’ gross income exceeds
$10,000.— attend university than
those whose parents’ income is
below $10,000.—. Both of these
elements of prejudice are leading
students into a new alliance, name
ly, an alliance with trade-unionism.
This came out very clearly in the
recent student riots in France.
This new alliance is also beginning
to appear in Canada. On a “quiet”
campus like that of the University
of Alberta, John Steele, former
delegate to the Toronto Labour
Council, last month addressed the
students on “Student-Worker Soli
darity”. An arts student in Ger
many writes: “The particular task
—perhaps even the principal task—
facing the trade unions in the fu
ture will be to oppose, most ene
getically, the monopolisation of the
universities by a largely reaction
ary professional body, and by in
dustrialists interested mainly in
the training of expertly function
ing ‘specialised idiots’.”
I isolated coherence and prejudice
as two elements of the same
problem. But when you come to
think of it, are not the issues of
prejudice I mentioned, basically,
also issues of coherence?

Against the lack of coherence
the students demonstrate. But isn’t
the very existence of the A.A.C.S.
and its Institute a demonstration
against the very same lack? And
since those who work for, and
support, the A.A.C.S. know that
in Christ all things cohere, it looks
as if the A.A.C.S. has a rather
crucial contribution to make with
respect to what makes students
demonstrate. Peter A. Schouls

The
institute in
action

Many of the readers of “Perspec
tive” are well aware of what the
staff of the Institute has been
doing this past winter because
they attended one of the courses
that were taught from coast to
coast. About 500 students, teach
ers and other members of the
christian community participated
in these courses during the just
completed academic season.
Most readers are not aware of
the many contacts that we have
beyond the immediate circle of our
regular supporters. A few in
formative lines regarding these
matters may be of interest.
One of the more important de
velopments was the request of
Calvin Seminary that Dr. Olthuis
teach there and a similar request
of Calvin College to Dr. Zylstra.
In many ways the Board of Cu
rators and the staff members w
attracted by these offers and!
principle it was agreed that posth
bilities of accepting should be se
riously entertained. After much
thought it was decided however,
that at this time, with the Insti
tute just getting underway, we
would be sapping our own limited
energy too much if such arrange
ments with other institutions were
to be made on a semi-permanent
basis. It was therefore agreed
that we would leave this sort of
possibility for future implementa
tion and the immediate offers
were declined.
Calvin was not the only, nor even
the first, institution interested in
the service of Institute staff mem
bers. Dr. Olthuis participated in
a team-taught seven-session ethics
course with Dr. Seerveld and Drs.
Steen at Trinity Christian College
in Chicago. Drs. Olthuis and Zyl
stra also participated in the So
cial Action Seminar Series spon
sored by Trinity. At present we
are investigating whether it will
be possible for us to use the part-
time services of one of Trinity’s
men, Dr. Arnold H. De Graaff,
during the 1969/70 academic year
to assist in wotk with stude$c
in training to be teachers
with present christian schts
teachers.
Dr. Zyistra recently lectured at
evangelical Richmond College in
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the Toronto area. He will lec
ture on Herbert Marcuse at the
Wheaton Philosophy Conference

,Jtis Fall.
) Olthuis will lecture at the Four

sFooks (Philadelphia) Study Con
ference this Fall. Just recently he
attended a conference on science
and theology at Calvin College in
Grand Rapids. At the same time
Dr. Hart represented the Institute
at a conference of the Association
for Christian Schools in Houston,
Texas.
Significant contacts were initiated
or further developed as the staff
met with officials from the Uni
versity Christian Conference of
Canada, the Inter Varsity Chris
tian Fellowship and Covenant Col
lege in Tennessee. The staff mem
bers are also receiving many in
vitations to write articles and
other materials.
Finally, many requests come in
from students who wish to study
full time at the Institute. Sig
nificant progress has been made
to accommodate such students in
a meaningfuL way. The cura
torium’s decision to cut back on
courses outside of Toronto, means
that a rather substantial program
can now be set up in the Institute.
At this time an official program
for next year has been printed
and is available upon request, free

charge.

miniscripts
Q 709 applications for member

ship have been received by the
Board of Directors during the
past eight months. The Board
of Trustees is thankful for the
wonderful way in which the
Association is being blessed
with new members.

o 6 students have already decided
to enroll on a full-time basis
at the Institute for Christian
Studies this fall.

o 185 people became members
during John Hultink’s six-week
promotional tour of Alberta.
The Association also became
the recipient of $3,700.00 —

largely gifts.
o John Olthuis received a

$3,500.00 gift annuity on be
half of the Association while
engaged in promotional work
in British Columbia.

o The $1,000.00 received recently
from the ladies engaged in the
“Penny Action” has been used
as part payment for an ad
dressograph machine. The new
addressograph machine will
greatly facilitate the mailing
of Perspective, invoices and
correspondence with chapter
and regional council boards.
Thank you ladies!

o In connection with the centen
nial of the Christian University
in Potchefstroom, South Afri
ca, a commemorative volume
has been published entitled
“The Atomic Age: In Thy
Light.” We are happy to note
that the North American con
tribution for this volume was
written by Dr. H. Hart. Its
title is “Calvinism as a Cos
moscope.”

o James H. Olthuis’ doctoral dis
sertation, “Facts, Values and
Ethics,” will soon be issued in
a second edition, so we learned
from the Dutch publisher. Not
many dissertations achieve this
distinction, and certainly not
within one year after the date
of the first edition. This book
is distributed in North America
by Humanities Press in New
York.

o Paul G. Schrotenboer’s pam
phlet “The Christian Student in
the Modem University” has
been translated into Spanish.
Chapter one of his “Motives of
Ecumenism” has been trans
lated into Korean. We thank
God for these most significant
developments.

o Over 1700 copies of Under
standing the Scriptures which
appeared in print only several
months ago, have already been
sold.

Board meeting

THE BOARD MEETINGS
— IN CAPSULE FORM

The 11 member A.A.C.S. board
meets twice annually to chart the
course of the Association. Meeting
in Toronto on March 11-13 the
board considered reports, spent
long hours discussing recommenda
tions and determined the program
for the coming months. In capsule
form — for easy digestion — we
present the following highlights
from the meetings:
—A promotional campaign among

evangelical - Reformed Chris
tians will be conducted in the
fall and winter of 1969-70.

—John Olthuis is re-appointed as
Executive Director half-time).
Mr. John Hultink is re-appointed
as Director of Development.

members joined the Associa
\ ,4tion in the period October 1968

to March 1969.
—The Association and Institute

staffs are instructed to take up
contact with other christian in-

stitutions of higher learning
with possible involvement at all
levels.

—The following tentative 5 year
Association and Institute needs
are projected as follows:
• 10 Institute staff members by

1974.
• A specialized Jnstitute library

of approximately 1,000 vol
umes.

• Combined Institute and As
sociation budget of $250,000
by 1974.

• More spacious housing as the
need for classrooms grows.

—The following nominations are
made to fill Board vacancies.
Members in each region are to
elect one of the two in each
case except Region 7 where two
are to be elected.
Region I, B.C., West. U.S.A.

Rev. Albert E. Greene, Jr.
Rev. A. Geisterfer

Region III, Central U.S.A.,
Sask., Man., NW. Ont.

Rev. L. Tamminga
Rev. John C. VanderStelt

Region VI, Niagara Peninsula
Mr. M. Koole
Mr. W. VanHartingsveldt

Region VII, Central Ontario
Rev. J. Joosse
Mr. J. de Koning

Mr. A. Witvoet
Miss A. Masselink

Region VIII, Eastern Ontario
Dr. J. W. Kamphuis
Mr. G. Endhoven

—Dr. Peter Schouls will conduct
a 10-session lecture series in
both Edmonton and Vancouver.

—The Association will present a
5 lecture series featuring lec
turers from the A.A.C.S., Trini
ty and Dordt at 15 centers in
Canada and the U.S.A. The lec
tures will be entitled “Discovery

I” — Explorations in Contem
porary Living and the topics

will be entitled:
(1) Breakdown of the Family,
(2) Living and Learning: Home,

Church and School,
(3) The Hidden Invaders of our

Homes (Newspapers, T.V.,
Radio, etc.),

(4) The Family in Society: In
ternal and External Press
ures,

(5) The Christian Life Style:
The Family of the Future.

—A word of appreciation was ex
pressed to retiring Board mem
ber Mr. Harry Antonides of
Vancouver who has made a sig
nificant contribution to the
Board during his six years of
service.
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the historical situation of a people.

Dr. Hart also pointed to the
irresponsibility of remaining with
a broken letter, i.e. a once-mean
ingful lettering of the law, and
emphasized that the post-Pente
costal age is a time of responsi
bility in Jesus Christ. Christ’s
death nullified the letter of the
Old Testament law — we no more
make blood sacrifices — it has
been fulfilled by Christ. Now we
have the responsibility of lettering
the law. For example, the law to
love your neighbour and God above
all, is not yet very concrete; we
must make it so by lettering it
relevantly to our historical situ-•
ation. Added to this is the re
assurance of Christ that we can
and may do all things, so that we
need have no fear of moving
ahead. We must be witnesses of
the gospel of love, lettering the
law theologically, politically, eco
nomically, educationally and so on.
The Christian community is the
outcome of such a responsible let
tering of the law.
The pre-requisité of all this is
conversion, not the radical kind,
but a daily re-examination of our
lettering to make sure that it is
not a littering of the law.
After a short coffee break we
assembled for the question period
which was very fruitful. There
after the meeting was closed with
prayer.

Edmonton Chapter

The first lectures showed that our

times are (1) materialistic, (2)
individualistic, (3) pragmatistic,
and (4) relativistic. Dr. Schouls
developed this very clearly and
systematically, using examples
every step of the way.
The next lecture demonstrated
how our society is built on the
philosophies of Plato, Aristotle,
etc. and on the teachings of the
Hebrew prophets and Christ.
Dr. Schouls then outlined the
development of Marxism and
showed why it has such an at
traction for modern man.
Following this he dealt with
Christian principles showing that
the idea of Creator is basic to a
correct understanding of reality.
From there he went on to the
application of these principles.
This last point will, hopefully, Y
more fully dealt with in a 69-v
series.
A question period followed each
lecture and during the coffee
breaks small groups eagerly dis
cussed among themselves. It is
amazing how much everyone learn
ed during the course and how easy
and enjoyable it was to learn.
Many who came just to try it
kept coming. In fact, one carload
of people came from Neerlandia,
100 miles N.W., for all but two
of the lectures which they later
heard on tape.
A windup Chinese Smorgasbord.:
was held where food, .fun•;’ md
fellowship was enjoyed by all. Mr.
Chris Bosch was a very able M.C.
for the evening. Dr. Schouls was
presented with a movie camera by
his appreciative students. Mrs.
Schouls received lovely cut flowers
in recognition of her self-denial
in giving up the pleasure of her
husband’s company for these eve
nings.
Those who attended the lectures
are thankful to God for His great
goodness to the christian com
munity in giving us a man of Dr.
Schouls’ caliber and for placing
him in Edmonton where we ar
able to receive the benefits ç
his talents. We are eagerly await
ing next year’s lectures.

Mrs. H. Navis,
Neerlandia, Alberta.
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Biblical
foundation
for change
On Thursday evening, April 10,
Dr. ‘H. Hart addressed the Grand
RapIds chapter of the A.A.C.S.
The title of his speech was Biblical
Foundations for Change — the
spirit of the law and the letter
of it.
Are we changing? Must we
change? If we are changing is it
meaningful Bible-directed change?
These questions set the tone for
the evening. Dr. Hart immediately
emphasized that the Scriptures
demand change as the spirit dyna
mically directs human history. We
must obediently keep up with the
spirit, and not remain enmeshed
in the meticulous detail of the
letter of the law. Scripture reveals
that the law-structure of the Old
Testament was spelled out in de
tail because it was given the Is
raelites as a complete guide of
life, a schoolmaster to lead to
Christ (Gal. 3). The letter of the
law was at that time commensu
rate with the spirit — God’s people
were guided by these laws in every.
area of life in order that His
power and glory be manifested.

Matthew 5 illustrates that in
order to manifest His power and
glory, change was necessary. The
Pharisees were caught up in the
detail, the letter of the law. Jesus
brings them up to date — “But I -

say to you, love one another . . .“ Understanding our Times was the
The Old Testament concept of jus- title of a lecture.. series given in
tice has been relegated to the past, Edmonton by Dr. Peter Schouls,
yet the spirit of the law remains prof. of phil. at the U. of A.
— love. In the area of ethics, ot. during the winter months 1968-69.
marriage, the Pharisees again bad . Thl series of 10 lectures was

probleths; they still held to Moses’ sponsored by the Edmonton AACS

bill of divorce. Jesus brings them chapter. Originally a school class-

up to date by pulling marriage room was used but attendance so

back to its central norni, troth, far exceeded expectations that the

when he says that those who lust remaining lectures were held in

in their hearts have already com- West End church basement. The

mitted adultery. Later on, the average attendance was 90-100.

apostle Paul again changes the The lectures dealt with;
letter of law with respect to one (1) the structure of our lives

of the marriage partners being (2) the analysis of Christian life
converted to Christianity. The (3) the application of this in edu
point of all this is that the letter- cation, politics and other areas
ing of law must be relevant to of life.
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