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editorial the deadlygame
“In a secular age, the university is the

only semi-sacred institution left; it has
“the cure of souls” — such of it as is left.
Ifthesouls come outdead, while (following
highschool) they went in not quite killed
yet, then the campus is the killing ground
and the game is a deadly game. And to the
degree that institutional arrangements can
secure such results, the university
deadens what it cannot quite kill. By the
time a man graduates it is only by mis
taken courtesy that we call him still a
man.”

This terrifying picture of the modern
university is painted by John R. Seeley,
a director of the Centre for the Study of
Democratic Institutions in Santa Barbara,

—(Dalifornia, in his review of the book The
hiversity Game. This book is a collec

tion of essays, containing assessments by
ten contributors including Mr. Seeley. It
depicts university life as a deadly game
where decisions are consciously taken
that choose the concentration of power,
peace, order, politeness and adminis
trative convenience over the students’ or

faculty’s well-being every time.
In Mr. Seeley’s words, “The university

is now not simply non-educational, but
counter-educational. It is a machine to
truncate, destroy, misshape, to heighten
ignorance while promoting the illusion of
education, and thus to provide a living
counter-example to the life of free men
seeking light in a free society.”

His final analysis should shake even
the most complacent. “Nothing”, he says,
“but total reconstruction can make the
modern multi-versity into anything not
hostile to life. Perhaps it is too late
already.

11 one accepts his diagnosis, it is
rather sobering to realize that thousands
of christian students in Canada and the
United States walk the “killing ground”
day in and, day out, year after year. And
many of them are “killed”. Each of us
can recall with sorrow instances of
christian young men and women who
entered the modern university never to
return to commune withthe people of God.

Mr. Seeley has given a correct diag

nosis but he does not know what medicine
to prescribe to bring about true recon
struction. That is not surprising. True
reconstruction (reformation) of life, in
cluding university life, can only be under
taken by the christian community, that
body of people themselves reconstructed
(redeemed) in Jesus Christ.

The A.R. S.S. is a vehicle of reforma
tion in the area of university education. It
seeks to prepare young people to reform a
chaotic cultural situation according to the
norm of God’s Word.

The A.R. s.s. is made up of fallible
people and it has and will make mistakes.
Minor difficulties sometimes slow the
work. There are even christians who use
the difficulties and irritations as an ex
cuse not to support the work. Yet by God’s
grace thework, humble as itis, continues.
Who is hurt by non-support? It is not the
A. R. S. S. The A. R. S. S. is only the ve
hicle. At stake in this deadly game are
the christian students who serve “death
sentences” at modern universities.

J.A.O.

board meeting

March 6, 7, 8 marked the days of
the spring meetings of the A. R. S. S.
Board of Trustees. They were days
that dramatically indicated the enorm
ity of the challenge which Christians
face in the area of higher education.

Controversies have surrounded the
development of the A. R. S. S., and in-

deed, as fallible humans the Board
admits it sometimes gropes in the dark
when it comes to application and stra
tegy. But one thing stands out clearly:

President AR. Venema (gavel in hand) raps the
meeting to order. Others from left, Rev. J.
Joosse, Rev. if. DeVries and Dr. C. Seerveld.



an increasing number of the new genera
tion that grows up among us attend the
universities of the land, where they are
exposed to a great number of ideologies
which bewitches not a few of them. The
Anti-Christian thought-patterns of our
culture are especially concentrated in
the colleges and universities of our land.
We must do our utmost in our churches
and our kingdom enterprises to serve
our youth in higher education. This
sense of caning dominated the dis
cussions of the Board of the A. R. S. S.
as it earnestly sought to grapple with
these problems. The task is immense
and the means as yet inadequate. It is
sincerely hoped that support will grow
so that we may together carry out this
urgent task in higher education.
INSTITUTE

These considerations prompted the
Board to decide that for the next few
years the Institute will become a mobile
force reaching out to universities across
the land where there are concentrations
of our students. Courses in Christian
perspectives will be given in several
centres in Eastern and Western Canada.
It stands to reason that this will demand
additional sacrifices on the part of the
staff members. There will be very
little “ivory tower approach” at the
Ilistitute. These are crucial years for
our next generation. We must do all we
can to prevent our young students from
falling victim to a diversity of false
ideologies.

INSTITUTE PERSONNEL

The need for more teaching person
nel is great. The Board interviewed Drs
James Olthuis who is now completing his
doctoral work in ethics and related fields
at the Free University. He is a graduate
of Calvin College nnd Seminary. He was
tendered an appointment for this fall. It
is our prayer that this promising and
dedicated scholar may be led to accept
this appointment. In view of the tremen
dous student response his services are
greatly needed. Drs Bernard Zyistra
will join the Institute staff this fall. He,
too, is in the final stages of preparation
for his promotion at the Free University.
A graduate of Calvin College and Semin
ary and the University of Michigan law
school he comes highly equipped to lec
ture in the field of law and political
science.

Student interest has marked the
efforts of Dr. H. Hart. He at present
teaches 5 courses; two in London, and
three in Toronto. One is for students,
one for the public and one for teachers.
These courses are very well received.
For many they mean a new Chrisitan in-
sight and dedication for their fields of
study and teaching. Here again the task
is so big, the needs with which students
come so great, the available resources
so small. But when we see the many
blessings with which the Lord has

crowned these initial efforts even though
fraught with human limitations, we hum
bly thank His name. Then we dare go on
again; then we know that He will con
tinue to provide in the future.
PUBLICATIONS

Interest in the work of the A. R. S.S.
is also growing in many other Christian
circles. The Board and Staff are be
coming increasingly impressed with the
value of the printed page. Demand for
published lectures is brisk. From all
over the world inquiries come in. The
Staff has sent out letters to some 1200
institutions of higher learning acquaint
ing them with our publications. Numer
ous students, through these publications
find answers and meaning for which they
had been groping. Though funds are
limited it was decided to increase pub
lication efforts.

ASSOCIATION STAFF

In reviewing the achievements of the
past half year the Board also took grate
ful note of many other activities of the
association staff. Mr. F. Cupido, Mr.
J. A. Olthuis and Rev. J. Vander Stelt
have addressed numberless student
groups, as well as a great variety of
meetings. It becomes increasingly clear
that the wholeness of life brings along
the awareness that Christian higher
education does not stand alone but is
part of the overall challenge and task of
God’s people. In the discussions of the
Board this was a recurring theme; this
must be a movement close to the hearts
and needs of God’s children in all walks
of life.

FINANCES

In view of this task the Board con
sidered a record budget of $84,000.00.
It will take much hard work to raise this
amount. We will move at the speed that
Ged permits. But we pray that believers
everywhere may be gripped by the need
and opportunities and become part of it.
The Institute campaign which now stands
at $58,829.89 is a very encouraging

development. Some din tricts are still
collecting and money continues to come
in. Commendable also is the “bnsjes -

actie” of several dedicated lathes which
has already brought in significant amount(”
of money. Would you like a little bank
for the A.R. S.S. in your home? Drop
theA. R. S.S. a note (141 LyndhurstAve.,
Toronto 4).

CO-OPERATION WITH OTHER
INSTITUTIONS

Reports were made by the Staff of
growing cooperation with other institu
tions of Christian learning. Confer
ences have been held with Calvin College,
Dordt College and Trinity College.
Another major conference between the
A. H. S. S. and Calvin College has been
scheduled for April 30 and May 1. The
A.R.S.S. has supplled speakers fora
large number of conferences sponsored
by a variety of institutions. This in
fluence cannot be minimized. Dr. Hart
is to be one of the speakers at the
Christian Reformed Ministers Institute
scheduled for next June in Grand Rapids.

COMPOSITION OF BOARD

In conclusion a note aboutpersonnel
on the Board. Concluding their term of
office on the Board are: Rev. M.
De Vries, Rev. P. Jonker, Dr. C.
Seerveld and Rev. A. Venema. Addi
tional vacancies were created through
the resignations of Rev. N. B. Knoppers
and Mr. G. Vandezande. Both resigned.
due to the press of other activities. Thr
Board is grateful to all retiring mem-
bers for their untiring efforts on behalf
of theAssociation.

The following nominations for board
members will be submitted to the
members.
Region 1. (Central Fraser Valley,
Vancouver Island, Seattle, Terrace,
Central B.C., Prince George)

Rev. H. Van Andel, Dr. E. Piers.

Region U. (Northern Alberta)
Dr. P. Schouls, Rev. H. Venema.

Region IV. (Grand Rapids)
Dr. P. G. Schrotenboer, Rev. R.

Sikkema
Region VI. (Eastern Ontario)

Mr. M. Vander Meulen, Dr. W,
Kamphuis.

As the Board meeting drew to a
close awareness deepened that man’s
efforts are but vain if not performed
in humble dependence on Ged. In spite
of our shortcomings we earnestly covet
the cooperation and support of all those
who pray for the coming of Christ’s
Kingdom in higher education and who
see the many dangers that surround our
student generation. The Lord bless this
great undertaking.

Louis M. Tamming
Trustee

Tamminga meditates while awaiting lunch.
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ANOTHER
STUDENT
SPEAKS

For Canadians who may, in future,
encounter the Christian scholarship of
the A.R.S.S., its intensely salient and
contemporary character will perhaps be
most outstanding. The real importance
of this characteristic, however, lies in
the fact that God-fearing attitudes are
sustained in an atmosphere of intellec
tual exploration and critical awareness.
For salience is not achieved at the price
of integrity; accordingly we learn that
the Word of God is an integral unity,
that it provides a rationale for our
lives in the light of which all experience
becomes intelligible.

We become increasingly aware of
how important it is to understand the
relation of scriptural Truth to every
area of human endeavour. It should be
possible to ask, for example, ‘What
relation does the Word of God bear to
art?” and receive an answer. In this
regard, it is interesting to read the

Annual Meeting - 1968

FCXC.U.S.
(N The Annual Meeting of the Federation
\ of Christian University Societies was held

on February 16 and 17, at the University
of Waterloo. On the evening of the 16th,
the 3rd of this year’s Board meetings was
held inthe Conference Room of the Chemis
try Department. The Board of the Federa
tion consists of an independent executive
and delegates from each of the clubs. The
business of that evening contained, among
other things, the following items.
Finances. As usual there were financial
problems. Decisions were taken about
certain aspects of the future expansion of
the Federation to the West, the South, and
the East.
Activities. There were reports from var
ious committees concerning future con
ferences as well as future publishing
activity of the Federation.
FOCUS. Decisions were taken concerning
the editorship of FOCUS for the next two
years. Our publication will be the re
sponsibility of the club at the University of
Western Ontario. In connection with the
denouement of certain previous mis
gtvings, the Board passed a resolution
stating what it considers to be the re
lation between the Federation and the
Association for Reformed Scientific
Studies.
Elections. As a result of elections there
were some changes in the executive. At( presentitis A. Guidemond - President,
H. Brouwer - Secretary, N. Buma -

Vice-President, B. VandeBerg - Trea
surer.

essay of Wassily Kandinsky, tYber das
Geistige in der Kunst, which concerns
a movement in art around 1912, stres
sing the idea of progress from material
ism to greater spirituality:

art is not vague production,
transitory and isolated, hut a power
which must be directed to the de
velopment and refinement of the
human soul.
“It is important for the artist. . . to
realize he has a duty to his art and
to himself, that he is not a king but
a servant of a noble end.”

the artist has a triple respon
sibility: (1) he must return the
talent which he has; (2) his actions,
feelings and thoughts, like those of
every man, create a spiritual at
mosphere which is either pure or
infected; (3) his actions and thoughts
are the material for his creations,
which in turn influence the spiritual
atmosphere.”

Chiefly of importance is Kandinsky’s
emphasis on the necessity of the artist
to become regenerated in a sense; to
re-define his attitudes and goals, his
sense of purpose. However these con
clusions are arrived at from an attitude
of unbelief in which art is absolutized,

The highiight of the Meeting on the
17th were the lectures by Dr. A. De
Graaff of Trinity College in Chicago.
His lectures were an attempt to approach
the study of psychology from an an-
ashamed Christian philosophical posi
tion. I don’t intend to give a detailed
analysis of the many things that Dr.
DeGraaff said. The Federationintends to
publish the lectures in one of the next
issues of FOCUS. Interest in the Federa
tion can bestbe stimulated by requesting
people to obtain a copy of a FOCUS issue
so that they can read it for themselves.
However, to whet the appetite a bit I
shali briefly state some of the things
that he did talk about.

Dr. DeGraaff spent some time
sketching the contemporary North
American views of psychology as these
dominate not only the academic world of
the university, but also the “practical”
world of mental hospitals and other psy
chiatric treatment centres right down to
the private psychiatrist. Dr. DeGraaff
rej ected most of these theories outright
because they operate, either implicitly
or often expllcitly with a view of man
that is unacceptable to a Biblically
oriented Christian thinker. To show that
he was not talking about abstract and ob
truse and irrelevant philosophical fan
tasies, Dr. DeGraaff illustrated his
points with an examination of certain
normal activities - like eating — from
both opposing positions.

In the evening lecture Dr. DeGraaff
tackled one of todays most difficult and
most pressing problems both inside and
outside the church. He deali with Emo

When we examine the relation of the
Word of God to learning, similar dis
tinctions between the presence and ab
sence of spiritual values emerge. In
secular university education, it is em
phasized that the act of definition in a
limiting process. When we define, we
limit the number of possibilities that
may be contained in a given concept.
Therefore the humanistic academic
approach is one that attempts to em
brace a very wide range of such pos
sibilities in order as closely as possible,
within human capabilities, to approximate
truth. The basis of this approach is that
man is the beginning and end of all he
knows. However I think it is possible to
argue that the failure to define is in it
self a limitation, for the view of reality
just stated is essentially finite and
bounded by the limits of mortality. In
contrast to this viewpoint, our Christian
faith frees us to transcend ourselves. We
are reminded of what the apostle Paul has
to say on the limitations of human know
ledge:

“For now we see through a glass,
darkly: but then face to face: now I
know in part; but then shall I know
even as also I am known.”
(I Cor. 13:12) Wendy Silvester

(Attends Institute Student Course)

tional Health. He sketched the dominant
cultural tendencies in our Western So
ciety and pointed out the various un
Christian sources of these phenomena.
He also pointed out that the church had
become, through excessive and morbid
moralizing, a party to the problem’s
source. He went on to show how lack of
emotional health leads to conflicts.
neurosis and mental breakdown - even
in the church. The subsequent distortion
of faith, pathological guilt feelings, di—
harmony of acts and general malfunc
tioning of the person in all his personal
relationships - including the probable
destruction of the religious relationship
with God - need not be elaborated on
further. It is painfully evident these
days. All this merely brings home the
importance of the type of treatment given
under the name of psychotherapy. What
are its leading ideals, its basic motiva
tion and its methods - will they help or
destroy a Christian? These, and many
more sensitively ifiustrated questions
came up in the course of the spellbinding
lecture.

The lectures were supplemented by
various discussion groups and plenary
sessions. These helped to further con
centrate attention on the problem areas
and the main issues. From the spontan
eous roar of applause at the end of the
evening, from the answets on the ques
tionnaire (see next issue of FOCUS) and
from the general spirit of things it was
clear that the meeting had been very
successful.

A. Guldemond.



miniscripts
Devoted to, a reproduction of portions of
letters received from many parts of the
world.
* A Scottish parent:”It is good to know

of the existence of such an organiza
tion and I trust that it may be possible
for those of us with common interests
here in the Britishlsles to group our
selves into a similar organization.”

* A Puerto Rican student: “I have never
heard about your organization and I
became interested in it because the
magazine (article in Inter Varsity
Fellowship Magazine) said it was re
formed and I am practically a Christ
ian Reformed because, although I
retain my United Presbyterian mem
bership, I am spiritually a member of
that church and a lover of the reformed
tradition. The article gives news
about the efforts to organize a Calvin
istic university and the inauguration
of an institute in Toronto to work out
a faith commitment. For all these
efforts, I congratulate you very much
since it is an effort reallyto eulogize.
May God bless all your works with His
many blessings and use them for His
honour and glory.

* A Korean seminary Professor: “A
Korean friend or two have expressed
great interest in your society. Do you
have a news sheet or journal of some
kind issued more frequently than the
Christian Perspectives ? As a teacher
of course in Apologetics and related
subjects, I am also interested in
knowing if a missionary, far removed
from the scene like myself, can join
your excellent society. My com
pliments on so excellent a programme
and basis and for your efforts to date.
We need such very much in this de
caying wold of dead and dying
Christendom and burgeoning bastions
of Belial.

* A Calvin College professor: “Please
know that personally I wish you,
your staff and your cause well.”

* A Missionary in Lebanon: “We are
rejoicing in the opening of the In
stitute in October. We praise the
Lord for the building on Lyncthurst
Avenue in Toronto. One of the places
I want to visit when I return for fur
lough is the Institute. I’d love to have
a reproduction of it. . . May the Lord
continue to guide you and bless you,
and give you encouragement as well.”

calendar
Saturday, May 11, Annual Membership
Meeting.
The annual Membership Meeting of the
A.R.S.S. will be held on Saturday,
May 11. In addition to the annual busi
ness session, the meeting will feature
a prominent speaker. Watch for further
details and reserve this date.

August 2 - 5 (Holiday Weekend)
Ontario Study Conference.
The annual (Unionville) Ontario Study
Conference will be held at Bolton,
Ontario on the August 2 - 5 holiday
weekend. The programme will feature
lectures by Dr. Arnold De Graaff and
Dr. H. Hart, along with a keynote
address and a special evening spon
sored by the students. Make a point of
planning to attend this exciting event
and watch for further details.

August 23 — 26
Alberta Study Conference.
The annual Alberta Conference will be
held for the first time in Calgary on the
weekend of August 23 — 26. Lecturers
will be Dr. H. Hart and Dr. C. Seerveld.
A keynote address and other activity
will complete the programme. Please
reserve this weekend and watch for ad
ditional announcements.

August 30 - September 2 (Labour Day
Weekend) B. C. Study Conference.
The annual British Columbia Study
Conference will be held in the Vancou
ver vicinity on the Labour Day weekend.
In addition to lectures by Dr. H. Hart
and Dr. C. Seerveld and a keynote
address, an interesting programme has
been planned. Please make plans to
attend and watch for further announce
ments.

y’r attn. pis.
A hearty thank you to our member,

Mr. Dick Farenhorst and Calvinist-
Contact for their generosity in printing
the A. R. S.S. monthly bulletin for so
many years • Now that we have our own
publication, this is no longer necessary.
Rest assured that this kindness was
greatly appreciated.

We would be greatly obliged to have
the co-operation of each member inhaving
both outstanding 1967 and 1968 member

‘ship dues paid promptly.

There is still time to order the In—
stituteopeningbookletat the special pre—
publication price of $3.00 per copy.
Please place your order today.

A dollar a month from 400 members
will give us sufficient money to meet the
monthly mortgage payments on the In
stitute. Please help us by enrolling as a
member of the 400 Club.

Requests for publications reach us
from around the world (see Mini—scripts).
Please send a donation so that the mat
erialwe now have onhand but do not have
the money to publish can be made
available.

chapter parade
The GRAND RAPIDS, U. S. A. Chapter

The Grand Rapids Chapter of the
A. R. S. S. was founded on November 22,
1965, at a meetingheld in the Princeton
Christian Reformed Church. Only a
handful of people were in attendance.
On December 8th of that year, Dr.
Paul Schrotenboer addressed over 200
people at the chapter’s first public
meeting, and inMay 1966, Dr. Runner
spoke to over 400 A. R. S. S. members
and friends.

Today the chapter numbers 215
members. Under the dynamic and
spirited leadership of president Mr.
Wilbur Zylstra, the chapter does its
part to promote the A. R. S. S. Much
work has been done in promotion through
frequent mailings of materials, and the
chapter was able to contribute richly
to the Institute ‘67 campaign. It is
clear that the A. R. S. S. has found a
place in the hearts of many people in
Grand Rapids.
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Student members of the Grand Rapids Chapter
prepare material for mailing.
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