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£4Rrçes to listen to a good
story. Through stories we learn about
the past with an eye to the future.
One could even say that “we ... are
story-shaped and story-shaping crea
tures.”

“In fact we are constantly making
sense of our experiences, and we
arrange them in a plot that helps ex
plain what happens,” Dr. Harry
Fernhout told approximately 700
conferees gathered at the 31st annual
ICS Niagara family conference.

Fernhout, who is ICS’s senior
member in education, presented the
conference theme, “Educating disci
ples: Shaping Memory and Vision” in
a two-part keynote address.

Learning through stories
Fernhout pictured education, in the

home and church as well as in the
school, as a process of bringing learn
ers into a shared story — a story
which carries our past or collective
memory and inspires our vision of
the future. It’s important to note that
this process is not limited to educa
tion by Christians, he said.

However, Christians seek to edu
cate within the context of the biblical
story in which their own personal
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story or worldview is rooted.
“To have a biblical woridview,

then, is to soak ourselves in the bibli
cal story so that our life-practice
testifies to the truth of that story,” he
said.

The difficulty lies in the disparity
between the worldviews promoted
by the world and the Bible. As disci
ples or followers of Christ we are
called to faithfulness in the midst of
the cultural story of the world, while
at the same time belonging to the
story of the Bible. This means we
have to be on our toes when we en
counter memory and vision-shaping,
both in the world and when we wish
to attach the adjective Christian to
our educational efforts, Fernhout said.

Disciples need story
But in order to educate, disciples

need a story that helps define
discipleship. Quoting from John
Westerhoff’s A Pilgrim People,
Fern hout said that “stories are for all
ages ... at the heart of the Christian
faith is a story, not dogma.”

The biblical story is foundational; it
is a story that communicates faith
and it provides a framework for an

continued on page 2
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IN THIS ISSUE
We have many stories to tell

you in this issue!
In the cover stoly we tell you

about the ICS Niagara family con
ference on storytelling as a means
of educating disciples. Mark
VanderVennen tells how John
Stek relates God, humanity, and
land. Stuart Williams tells the story
of the annual meeting of the
board of trustees. Through a series
of questions, Clifford Pitt draws
out Harry Fernhout’s story in rela
tion to his acceptance of the
presidency.

In this issue, we also introduce
to you new development person
nel John Meiboom and Reinder J.
Klein. We hope you’ll welcome
them to your Community when
they come to talk about ICS.

We hope you enjoy the stories
we have to tell!

CAV

“Disciples” continued from page 1

imaginative way of ordering our ex
perience.

“Our most important educational
task as disciples is to be immersed in
the story from which we learned our
identity as disciples.”

But to learn God’s story, our beliefs
and actions depend on our
internalization of that story, making
God’s story our own.

“If we are steeped in the biblical
story, then with God’s blessing, our
lives come to tell the same story.”

Christians cannot keep the story of
the Bible at arm’s length; the human
need and love for stories finds its
deepest expression in that story
which embodies our most basic con
victions. And telling and retelling that
story benefits all generations for as
they make it available for children,
adults grow in possessing the biblical
story for themselves.

Keys of memory and vision
Two key sides of biblical con

sciousness, which all our educational
efforts need to cultivate, are memory
and vision.

In his first address, Fernhout said
the content of learning is really the
collective memory of what people
have come to know as valuable in
their efforts to shape a way of life.

“A living story needs a community
of people capable of remembering
and reinterpreting it ... here we must
begin with a renewed emphasis of a
biblical consciousness of life as
discipleship.”

Theologian Walter Brueggemann
tells us that “A loss of biblical con
sciousness is equivalent to suffering
from amnesia — a loss of memory.”
Such a loss makes it impossible for
our faith in Christ to authorize our
lives. This amnesia accounts for the
fact that we have in many cases be
come encultured into the secular sto

continued on page 3

Conferee Malcolm McBryde cooks up a meal for his family at the ICS Niagara
family conference. Most participants camp at the conference site for the
three-day weekend. Photo by Norm Vandervelde
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“Disciples” continued from page 2

ry of the good life. In this situation
Christians urgently need to
reappropriate biblical memory.

“Our ... educational task, is to
bring the claims of the biblical story
and the collective memory into
which our culture invites us into crea
tive, often tension-filled dialogue,”
Fernhout stated.

Memory as leaven
The process starts with the recovery

of biblical memory as the leaven of
our educational efforts. While the
scope of this challenge can be dis
couraging, the memory is hope-filled,
for the God of Genesis keeps his
promises and has the power to make
things new.

But we have to remember that the
biblical story has more than a past; it
also has a future or a vision to sustain
it. Shaping the vision of disciples
educationally means imbuing our ed
ucational storytelling with a frame of
reference that is “covenant-histori
cal.” This framework shows enduring
commitment on the part of both
parties against the backdrop of a vast
deposit of precious memories.

Imagination builds on the pulse of
the story present in memory; it allows
us to envision the future. But a vision
must be rooted in biblical memory to
keep it from being merely a flight of
fancy. A biblical vision projects bibli
cal memory into the future to see
what God wants us to do. Memory
and vision- shaping are the unifying
concepts for the whole scope of our
educational efforts as Christians,
Fernhout said.

Spirit of trust
Fern hout also pointed out that it is

fundamentally important to enter
into this educational task of ours in a
spirit of trust, remembering that the
“education of disciples has survived
for centuries and will probably sur
vive our generation as well.”

The original 12 disciples were not
supermen, yet to them Jesus en
trusted the future of the entire
church, Fernhout stated.
For the one resource Jesus could
count on was that the 12 were
steeped in the story of their own
community. If we do our best to be
infused with both the memory and
the vision of the biblical story, we too
can go about the task of educating
disciples with confidence.

by Jennifer de Groot, age 15,
Sarnia, Ont.

The ICS Niagara conference is
definitely one of the best times of the
year for me. Considering the fact that
my extended family has been coming
since the Unionville student confer
ences of the early ‘70s, it is not so
much a decision anymore as a tradi
tion.

But why do I keep coming back? I
think it is the change that I like so
much. A change of faces, a change in
worship, a change in the freedom I
have. I like meeting new people and
seeing again the people I see only
once a year. A lot of the people I
meet there are really neat, real indi
viduals. I like the worship service.
The singing, dancing, and liturgy are a
welcome change from the more
traditional service of my home
church. And I like the freedom I
have. I can choose if I want to go to
workshops and, better, yet, I can
choose which ones I want to go to.
Another strong point is the together-

ness. One strong something (God)
binds us together and thus we really
trust each other.

What did I like specifically about
this conference? I loved the dancing,
not only of the “Ballet Magnificat,”
but also of the liturgical dancers and
the youth dance. Once again, the
singing was terrific. I also enjoyed the
workshops I went to, especially
“Freedom, Refugees, and You” by
Cohn McAdam, which opened me
up to the struggles of refugees and
the countries they come from, and
“Growing Up With Feelings” by Jim
Olthuis where I was reminded once
again of how important it really is to
express your feelings, yet how diffi
cult some people find it.

When the weekend is over, every
one seems a little depressed. After a
few days of togetherness, we must all
go our separate ways again. Yet, we
have been refreshed and renewed
and can look forward to next year.

The best of times: ICS
Niagara family conference

New career for the ‘90s?
ICS’s president Clifford Pitt, left, in his role as umpire at a softball game held
at the Niagara family conference, with Rev. Peter Slofstra as backcatchër.

Photo by Carol-Ann Veenkamp
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by Stuart Williams
Trustee, Region 2 (Alberta)

Last year’s report on the spring
board meeting declared, “At last,
we’re out of real estate.” As a title, it
captured both our hope and our as
surance that as board and ICS com
munity we forevermore would be
able to give our prayers and time to
things of the mind and Spirit — to
Christian scholarship! But as the fol
lowing notes suggest, that hope has
been slow in coming.

I have attempted to encapsulate
the meetings of May 12 and 13 for
you. As a full board of trustees, we
had not met since June of 1988; usu
ally we also meet in the fall. That gap
was a regrettable consequence of the
slow progress of our plans for the
building through November. Unfor
tunately, that pace did not pick up
significantly throughout the winter.
This was due to the on-again, off-
again negotiations between ourselves
and what we had judged to be a very
desirable tenant for a major portion of
the building. (In August those negotia
tions ended when the prospective
tenant withdrew its interest.)

But in June our agenda was filled
with building matters and we met
twice with representatives of Pro-Ur
ban Developments Ltd. for details on
the negotiations and the proposals for
redevelopment of 229 College Street.

In his introductory remarks at the
May 12 meeting, board chair Fred
Reinders emphasized that we had
many matters to focus upon in
addition to the building, including
finances, the Institute’s vision and
direction, our relationships with other
institutions, and the Presidential
Search Committee’s recommenda
tions. I trust that the following brings
good news, encouragement, and c:hal
lenges that will temper your prayers
for ICS.

A. Appreciation
1. Special thanks went to outgoing

trustees Sam Van Randen (British
Columbia), Leo Jonker (Eastern
Canada), and Herman Praamsma
(Central Ontario), whose gifts in or
ganization, finance, academics,

compassion, and wisdom have
served us all for six years.

2. Special recognition for her work
and steadfast dedication to the In
stitute in the area of development
(fundraising) over the last three
years was given to departing de
velopment director Adriana Pierik
at both the board and the annual
meetings.

3. The board gratefully acknowledged
the trusteeship and effective
chairmanship of Fred Reinders and
encouraged him to continue the
good work.

B. Recruitment
The board heard that this past year

of combining Adriana’s development
work and visits with lectures and
recruitment trips by senior member
Brian Walsh and a number of stu
dents, although effective, is not the
best solution to the absence of a
recruitment officer. The most fruitful
recruiting, the board was told, is ac
complished through personal contacts
with professors and students and by
attending and hosting various confer
ences and academic gatherings.

The board noted that with the pos
sibility of six new Ph.D. students for
1989-90, our total in this area would
be 17. If the trend of an annual in
crease of five to seven full-time stu
dents per year continues, ICS could
realize a full-time student body of 80
to 90 in the near future.

C. Building
Much time was given to the build

ing’s possible renovation, tenants, and
to the percentage of ownership to be
retained by the Institute.

The now protracted transition pen
od between the building’s
sale and renovations has become an
increasing liability. With each disap
pointment in the negotiations, the dif
ference between building expenses
and possible rental incomes results in
a shortfall of thousands of dollars per
month. This is cause for real concern.

Trusting that the Lord will fulfill the
blessings we carefully anticipated with
the sale of the building (which al
lowed us to erase the deficits accu
mulated over 14 years), we noted the
following:

1. The eventual profits from the
leased space in the renovated
building will pay our own foreseea
ble rental costs, but that profit will
not cover much more than those
rental expenses.

2. In view of how much the state
pays secular graduate institutions
to educate students, our supporters
must not assume that the sale of
the building will curb ICS’s re
quests for financial help. We still
will have to generate $800,000 (+)
each year, above profits realized
from rental income.

D. Presidential Search
Presidential Search Committee chair

Clarence Joldersma recounted the
committee’s history from May of
1987. A total of 75 people were con
tacted to suggest names of candi
dates; the committee pursued 15 can
didates; and 10 inquiries were investi
gated.

Early on, the committee contacted
senior member Harry Fernhout,
whose long-term academic and ad
ministrative plans were not then with
in the scope of the Institute’s imme
diate needs for a president.

Eventually the committee inter
viewed Harry and as a result, unani
mously recommended him to the
board. The committee’s grounds for
that recommendation were corrobo
rated by a full board interview, which
was preceded by the senate’s inter
view and recommendation. After a
lengthy discussion, Harry was offered
the presidency. His responses to the
questions and issues expressed
thoughtfulness, insight, self-know
ledge, and an awareness of the histo
ry, confessional and academic goals of
the Institute.

E. Joint Meeting of Board, Senate,
Staff Faculty and Students

Trustee Wendy Helleman led us
into a discussion of the future and di
rection of the Institute by introducing
five speakers, each of whom
unravelled one or more threads that
couid or do tie us into the future.
1. Senator Gordon Spykman urged

that we not narrow the scope of
the “kingdom vision,” that our
prophetic voice ring clearly so that
a polite calm does not smother
constructive storms. He asked
whether the Institute (its board,
and community) now opts for
shrunken visions, crippled versions

continued on page 5

Board agenda ranges
from bricks to vision
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Pitt: First of all Harry, let me extend
my personal congratulations to you as
the next president of the Institute for
Christian Studies. I can’t think of any
one who is more properly suited to
this task in every way. I think that’s
because I’ve come to know and re
spect you as I’ve seen you at work
over the past few years. I’d like our
readers to get to know you a bit as
I’ve come to know you. So let’s begin
at the beginning. Tell us a bit about
your family background and your own
family situation.
Fernhout: I’m the son of Dutch im
migrant parents. My family moved to
Canada in 1951 in the midst of the
large wave of postwar emigration
from Holland. Our family moved to
Thunder Bay, Ontario where I com
pleted elementary and high school. I
graduated from Dordt College in
Sioux Center, Iowa in 1970 with a
major in philosophy. That same year I
came to the Institute as a student. I
studied theology mainly with Jim
Olthuis and received a Master of Phi
losophy from ICS in 1975. I then
worked for several years for the Cur
riculum Development Centre (CDC)
as a curriculum researcher and writer.
In 1979 I went back to graduate
school, having decided that the field
of education was where I was called
to serve. I completed a master’s and
doctoral program at the University of
Toronto by 1985, whereupon I started
teaching at ICS.

Between
presidents:
An interview

Dr. Harry Fernhout will
take on the position of
president in December
when Dr. Clifford Pitt
retires. In the following
article Pitt interviews his
successor in a way in
which only one who has
been there can.

In 1971 I married Hilda Dykstra
from Winnipeg, Manitoba and we
have four children who now range in
age from 15 to seven.
Pitt: Can you add to this something
about your own Christian background
and experience?
Fernhout: In many ways I grew up as
an average Christian Reformed kid.
My parents, particularly my father,
played a significant role in shaping my
Christian vision. My years in college
and as a student at ICS were a time
when my Christian outlook on life set
its roots deeply and took shape. My
Christian journey has been unspec
tacular, but, I think steady in the way
family, church, and educational insti
tutions have shaped me.
Pitt: What have been the turning
points in your life?
Fernhout: I think one turning point
occurred in my teen years when my
mother passed away. That’s always a
traumatic experience, but at that age
it really makes you take a hard look at
the direction of your life. Within the
year after my mom’s death I made
some important vocational decisions.
Instead of training to become a veteri
narian, I enroled in college as a
preseminarian, headed for the church
ministry. While studying at the Insti
tute, I gradually came to the convic
tion that my calling lay in the direc
tion of a more academic career.

My student years in college and at
ICS were pivotal in my life. Nobody

Dr. Harry Fernhout, incoming president

could grow up in those days without
being deeply affected by issues like
the Vietnam war and the cultural rev
olution. In college and at ICS I en
countered a lot of people who were
interested in developing a Christian
“third way’ not just doing things
the same old way, and not just
changing with the cultural times for
change’s sake. This emphasis on a
Christian alternative way of thinking
and doing things was crucial in my
development as a student and as a
person.
Pitt: What did the Institute at that
time give you?

“One of the most
important things the
Institute gave me (as
a student) was time.
Perhaps that sounds
strange in a career
orien ted society.”

Fernhout: One of the most important
things that the Institute gave me was
time. Perhaps that sounds strange in
today’s career-oriented society. I came

continued on page 2

Dr. Clifford Pitt, outgoing president
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“Interview” continued from page 1

into the Institute as a student in its
third year of formal operation. The In
stitute’s programs were still rapidly
evolving in those days. This meant
that there was little pressure on us to
complete our programs and get on
with things. One positive side of this
was that we students had the time
we needed to reflect on and work
through issues. This really helped us
deepen our Christian perspective and
sensitivities. still value those years as
a period when I infused the Christian
worldview in my academic work in a
way that very much marks who I am
today, and for that I’ll always be
grateful.
Pitt: Is it any different for a student
today at the Institute?
Fernhout: As I’ve watched students
here over the last four years, I see
many of them go through a very simi
lar kind of experience. There have
been changes certainly, and thank
Cod for many of them. The Institute
is today much more of an institution
compared to what it was 18 years ago
and so there’s much more of an em
phasis on a well-defined program, a
much more specific description of
what the requirements of that prog
ram are, and much more of an em
phasis on helping students to com
plete the program in a certain period
of time. So, it’s more structured and
more institutional, but I believe that
the kind of impact that I’ve just de
scribed certainly still occurs for stu
dents at ICS today.

Pitt: What would be your agenda for
the Institute over the next three to
five years? In what directions would
you like to see it move?

Fernhout: First, the Institute needs to
grow in number of students. And
we’ve already seen some very positive
signs in that area over the last few
years. Second, I think we also need
some growth in the size of the facul
ty. For the Institute to be a viable
graduate school that focuses on the
foundations of various fields of study,
we need a better representation of
the range of fields of study. For exam
ple, I think it’s urgent that the Insti
tute have a faculty member in the
area of economics or psychology. A
third area in which growth is needed
is that of the Institute’s support, not
just in dollars and cents, but also in
the confidence of the people who
support the Institute. If I project these
areas of growth over five years, I’d like

to see an Institute with 80 students
and a faculty of 12 without any red
ink in the budget.

But before we reach that point,
we’ll have to tackle some important
challenges. One of those is the whole
matter of the Ontario government’s
policy on degree-granting rights for in
dependent institutions like ours. We’ll
have to work for a more flexible poli
cy so that the Institute can not only
maintain the degree-granting powers
it has now but expand them.

“I’m veiy much
committed to the
idea that the
strengths of the
Reformed tradition
in Christian higher
education must be
shared as widely as
possible.”

It’s also time for the Institute to
look at the whole question of wheth
er the idea of a separate, specialized,
freestanding graduate school is still
the best way to operate. Perhaps it’s

no longer the best use of our educa
tional and financial resources.
Pitt: One of my own major concerns,
as you know, has been that the Re
formed community should not nar
rowly hug ICS to its own breast, but
should send the Institute out as a gift,
almost as a mission, in fact, to the
much wider evangelical community.
What are your own feelings and ideas
about that?
Fernhout: I’ve had occasion to quote
you in various contexts on exactly
that point I’m very much committed
to the idea that the strengths of the
Reformed tradition in Christian higher
education must be shared as widely
as possible. The Institute hasn’t done
too badly on this score. Our students
come from various corners of the
wider Christian tradition. We give
something to our students, but they
certainly give us something back in
sharing the strengths of their particular
Christian traditions.

We can see the same sort of thing
going on when some of our staff get
involved in a context such as the
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada
(EFC). The Institute people, like Paul
Marshall, can contribute the strengths
of their Christian perspective and their
views on important social issues. But
we are enriched by this interaction,
too.
Pitt: Do you have any notions as to
how we may facilitate that develop
ment?

continued on page 3

Pitt, right, inteiviews Fernhout in the president’s office.
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Fernhout: A lot hinges on the infor
mal, personal, and institutional con
tacts we develop as we do our work.
Also, if the Institute organizes or par
ticipates in conferences, etc. to raise
its visibility, we will more and more
be recognized as a center that can
make a valuable contribution to the
wider Christian spectrum.
Pitt: The problem of financial support
is always with us. What do you think
we should be doing to solve these
problems in the future?
Fernhout: I don’t believe that the In
stitute’s financial shortages stem from
the fact that there is not enough
money out there. I believe the funds

“A very high per
centage of Christian
youth become
college and university
level students — it’s
very important to
consider who they
encounter as teachers
in that phase of their
life.”

are out there, even within the Re
formed community, which has been
so good and generous in supporting
CS over the years. I think the Institute
needs to do a better job of tapping
into the financial resources that are
out there. This means, in the first
place, that we need to continue the
process of building and nurturing the
confidence of our traditional support
community. These people must stay
convinced or grow more convinced
that the Institute contribution to
Christian higher education is so essen
tial, that they want to support it, also
financially.

It’s easier to raise funds for a cause
that people can readily identify with.
That’s part of the challenge of win
ning support for the Institute. One
way to meet this challenge is to de
scribe what we do as concretely as
possible. That’s why you often stress
the number of professors CS has pro
duced, and their potential impact.
This can help people see that gradu
ate study is indeed a very practical
area of service in God’s kingdom. A
very high percentage of Christian
youth become college and university
level students, and so it’s very impor
tant to consider who they encounter
as teachers in that phase of their life.
That’s where the Institute has the op
portunity to provide its greatest area
of service — by providing a place
where people who see themselves
heading toward a college teaching ca
reer get a thorough grounding in a
reformational Christian perspective
that can guide their Christian scholar
ship, both as students and, later, as
teachers. That’s really the core of
what the Institute does.

I think there are also some brand
new strategies needed. We’ve talked
at times of establishing a foundation
that would solicit major gifts, not for
our operating budget, but for a sub
stantial fund, which would earn inter
est income for the Institute.

We also need to consider how the
Institute’s stake in our building fits
into our financial future. The increas
ing value of the building has played a
big role in keeping the Institute afloat,
and this resource needs to be man
aged carefully.

Pitt: Perhaps our number one task is
indeed training Christian scholars so
that they can take up professorships
in Christian colleges and public
universities. However, as both of us
know, the Institute does a host of
other things besides that. What other

Perspective insert, August 1989
activities at the Institute do you think
are of particular importance besides
producing Christian professors?
Fernhout: I think the Institute is well
situated to contribute by way of spon
soring, organizing, managing confer
ences and things of that nature. As
we sit here talking, in another room
on this floor a conference is in prog
ress. The team from the Calvin Centre
for Christian Scholarship is visiting
here, sharing their work on the theme
of “Youth, electronic media and pop
ular culture.” For ICS to facilitate that
kind of inter-institutional dialogue, is
extremely valuable.

“Perhaps our number
one task is indeed
training Christian
scholars so that they
can take up profes
sorships.... How
ever, the Institute
does a host of other
things besides that.”

continued on page 4

continued from page 2

Pitt talking to members of ICS at the
1989 annual meeting.

Fern ho ut reports to ICS members at
the 1989 annual meeting.
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continued from page .3

A conference like this is symbolic of
an area that I would like to see the
Institute move into more in the fu
ture, namely, to work with people
who are already engaged in a career
of college and university teaching. of
ten the experience of teaching shows
a person the strengths and shortcom
ings of their attempts to teach as
Christians. The Institute could serve as
a resource centre for such people,
helping them to deepen their Chris
tian perspective in their field and their
ability to function as Christians in
their professions.

Let me also say something about
our master’s program in Worldview
Studies. It’s a program in which we
are not catering in the first place to
people who are involved, now or in
the future, in academic careers. This is
a more broadly based program in the
sense that it seeks to serve Christians
working in a variety of vocations —

cou nsellors, business people, social
workers. We try to give them an op
portunity to develop and deepen
their Christian worldview. That prog
ram is still in its infancy. In my role as
president I will need to make sure
that program gets a fair chance. Then
of course there is the whole area of
publications. The Institute is not just
an institution of teaching but an insti
tution of research. Research leads to
writing, and writing leads to publica
tion. Over the last number of years
our publication program has been
very successful. And if you track
where our books go, then you very
quickly see that this is indeed a
meaningful ministry, a way for the In
stitute to share its work far and wide.
Otherwise the teaching and research
that goes on in the classroom just
dies on the vine.

Pitt: What is your message to some
young person who is toying with the
notion of coming to the Institute to
study?

Fernhout: When I was a college stu
dent myself, the message that ema
nated out of the Institute was that
this is the only place to be. There was
a certain cockiness in that assertion, a
cockiness that I have never really re
gretted because for me it certainly
was the place to be. However, today I
would want to know a few things
about the young person before insist
ing that ICS is the place to be. ICS is
not for everybody. It’s a specialized
school and that should be taken into

“Yes, it is a pretty
unique bunch of
people that we’ve
been blessed with,
who for twenty-odd
years have been
willing to put out
the vision and funds
to make the Institute
possible.”

account by anyone who’s thinking of
applying here. However, if I met
someone who is becoming convinced
that their personal gifts and their per
sonal calling lie in the direction of in
tensive and perhaps long-term aca
demic work, maybe culminating in a
teaching career at an institution of
higher education, I would say to
them, “If you want to work and teach
as a Christian college teacher, and if
you have an interest in developing
your Christian worldview, you
couldn’t do any better than ICS.”
Pitt: All right, but that is for a person
who wants to become a Christian col
lege teacher.
Fernhout: Not only. It really doesn’t
matter if it’s a Christian college or
another college or secular university
setting. Every one of those institutions
needs people who know how to deal
with the hard rock bottom questions
of their fields, the questions that
make people feel unsettled and edgy.
Those are the questions we like to ask
and work on here. If anybody has
that kind of interest, I would invite
them to come here and spend some
time with us.
Pitt: What message do you have for
our supporting constituency?
Fernhout: Often when I talk to peo
ple from other institutions or walks of
life, they are curious about where I
work. A question that arises is, “How
is your Institute funded?” And when I
tell them, they can’t believe their ears
— the idea that there are people out
there who are willing to put them
selves on the line financially for a
graduate school is beyond them.

When I think about this, I say to my
self, “Yes, it is a pretty unique bunch
of people that we’ve been blessed
with, who for twenty odd years have
been willing to put out the vision and
the funds to make the Institute possi
ble.” So in the first place, I want to
sound a continual note of gratitude
from those of us who work at the In
stitute to our supporters. I want to say
to the supporters: “Keep the faith
and vision. I think you have done a
good thing in making the Institute
possible. Please help us continue with
our mission. It’s an important mission;
it is a difficult mission; and we urgent
ly need you with us not just in the fi
nancial sense but also in the sense of
keeping the Institute on the right
path.” I also want to promise our
supporters that in the role of presi
dent, I will do my utmost to be faith
ful to what they have entrusted to us.
Pitt: What excites you most about
the Institute for Christian Studies?
Fernhout: I think the thing that
touches me most and that makes it
possible to go on when the work is
drudgery, is the reaction of students.
Annually, when we have our spring
retreat at the end of the academic
year, the students give us their reac
tions to their year at ICS. The reac
tions always take on the character of
personal testimonies. When we hear
them speak about how the Lord has
worked through the Institute in their
lives as Christians, then all of us who
work here say, “That’s what really
makes it all worthwhile.”

“Keep the faith
and vision.”

‘Cs
cD

INSTITUTE FOR
CHRISTIAN STUDIES

229 College Street
Toronto, Ontario M5T 1R4
(416) 979-2331
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“Bricks” continued from page 4

of earlier calls like Seerveld’s Chris
tian Camel Drivers Unite?

2. Senator Barbara Carvill pointed to
the urgency of our need to relate
to other institutions of higher learn
ing. Barbara’s focus was upon the
Institute’s need to be loved and
needed by Christian professors.
We need to find a way to be in
vited into their research, to be in
cluded in their sabbatical plans,
and to be asked to teach at their
institutions.

3. ICS junior member Marci Frederick
emphasized that the students ap
preciate the uniqueness of the In
stitute as it displays itself in the ab
sence of a party line regarding
Christian traditions; the encourage
ment to explore outside one’s ma
jor field; and the integration and
interdisciplinary nature of their
studies. However, of growing con
cern to students is the prohibitive
cost of living in Toronto. Marci
closed by saying that she wished

to “reiterate the students’s grati
tude to the community which has
helped to make our education
possible.”

4. Board chair Fred Reinders pointed
out the need to bridge the diverse
cultures within ICS, to forge links
between the ICS of 229 College
and the ICS membership pocketed
throughout the continent. As the
figurative heart of ICS, those at 229
College must acknowledge the ba
sic needs of the broader member
ship through clear communication
and common fellowship experi
ences such as the ICS summer
family conferences. Fred pointed to
the community and the Institute’s
need to reach the many Christian
students who are not at ICS, but
who would benefit from our em
phasis upon knitting together faith
and studies.

5. Senior member Jim Olthuis com
mented on the thankfulness of the
faculty for the freedom given them
to develop a distinctive program
that has been a blessing for them-

selves and their students. Recog
nizing the growing difficulty that fi
nances pose for the community is
only part of our present sense of
the future, he said. He asked
whether an affiliation with a secu
lar university would allow a greater
opportunity to be a graduate insti
tute, and for continuing our pres
ent program. Would it not also fur
ther our hope of drawing secular
students and professors into dia
logue — of our being a salting salt?

Following these brief presentations,
we all met in smaller groups. We con
firmed that the Institute’s future direc
tion must attend to all of the threads
we had pulled at, both the fragile and
the strong.

In all that was said, it seemed to
me as a board member that the test
of the Institute’s identity is as the stu
dents identified it. And I take it as a
healthy sign that the junior members
are grateful to those who have helped
make the education offered at ICS
possible.

The July 6 and 7 conference on
“Land in Biblical Perspective” held at
ICS drew 50 conferees from a wide

range of backgrounds, including pas
tors, a land appraiser, an urban plan
ner, a graduate student in forestry, ICS
students, and others with a keen in
terest in the land. Everyone, of course,
in one way or another, has an interest
in the land.

The conferees were in for a real
treat from John H. Stek, Old Testa
ment (OT) professor at Calvin Semina
ry in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a
major contributor to the translation of
the New International Version (N IV)
of the Bible and to the NIV Study Bi
ble. This was the treat: Stek’s primary
frame of reference is not just the OT
but the Hebrew OT, and then not
just the Hebrew OT but Hebrew po
etic structures and the OT’s continual
polemic against the mythology of the
ancient near Eastern world. All of this
comes in the context of the unity and
truth of the Scriptures.

God, humanity, and land
Stek began by saying that the Bible

is about God, humanity, and land,
not any of those in isolation. He is
sued a stern warning against turning

the Bible into a series of discussion
topics and isolating Scripture passages
for that purpose. Rather, God, hu
manity, and land must always be
viewed in relationship. He then
launched into a series of five lectures
which, together with lunch, dinner,
and coffee break discussions totalled
20 hours of energetic teaching. All of
us were amazed and grateful for his
stamina.

Among Stek’s numerous nuggets,
these are a few that stood out for me.
With respect to land, the primary dis
tinction in the OT, after sky/land/sea,
is not between land and city, but be
tween inhabited or inhabitable land
space and that which is “waste and
void,” that which cannot sustain life.
The “waste and void” can include the
desert. Psalm 104, which is not an
echo of Genesis 1, pictures the crea
tion, from the poet’s perspective at
the agricultural center of Israel, as the
visible glory robe of the invisible God.
The land has no intrinsic power or dy
namic of its own; it is where God
withdraws that the land does not pro
duce, for example. Humanity does
not spring from Mother Earth or suck
le her breasts, nor is humanity the

continued on page 6

Stek gives biblical
perspective on land
by Mark VanderVennen

Dr. John H. Stek Photo by Dorothe Rogers
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‘‘Stek” continued from page 5

product of earth’s generative powers.
Rather, humanity is God’s creation
and lives by God’s provision from the
land. Besides the most obvious, hu
manity can “pollute” or “curse” the
land in a variety of ways: mistreating
one’s marnage partner, or bloodshed,
idolatry, and oppression, pollutes the
land by means of God’s withdrawal in
covenant curse. In contrast, where the
king reigns justly, there the land is fer
tilized (Ps. 73). Yaweh’s throne does
not rest on fertility and cult (as Baal’s
did), but on justice and righteousness.
And Israel’s history with the land
shows our need for radical redemp
tion in Jesus.

Possession versus gift
Finally, the Flood and Babel stories

(“natural” and “cultural” disasters) put
forward a truth to human history, a
truth which still holds in today’s world
of post-Babel nations and post-Pente
cost believers: those who attempt to
guarantee possession of the land will
lose it, but those who walk with God
and accept the land as God’s gift (as
the land’s steward, not owner) will
possess it. And as Wendell Berry has
written, “That those who affirm the
divinity of the Creator should come to
the rescue of His creature is a logical
consistency of great potential force.”

All of us were strengthened and up
lifted by “Land In Biblical Perspec
tive.” For those who would like an
example of Stek’s OT work (not spe
cifically about land), I recommend
“The Bee and The Mountain Goat: A
Literary Reading of Judges 4,” in A
Tribute to Gleason Archer (Moody
Press, 1986).

Meet a trustee:
John Jeronimus

John Jeronimus, 60, is serving his
first term as a trustee; he also serves
on the executive committee and is
the treasurer of the Institute. A mem
ber of Clarkson Christian Reformed
Church, Jeronimus recently retired af
ter a 37-year career as a civil engineer
with the Canadian National Railway
Company. Immediately prior to his re
tirement, he held the position of
bridge engineer for Eastern Canada. At
present he is self-employed as a rail
way engineering consultant.

A longtime member of ICS,

Jeronimus was appointed to the chair
of the property and finance commit
tee in the fall of 1985. He was then
appointed in May of 1986 to the
board of trustees and its executive
committee to fill a. vacancy. He was
formally elected and appointed to the
board of trustees in the fall of 1987,
at which time he was also a elected
treasurer.

As trustee, and especially as treasur
er, it is his desire to see the voluntary
contributions drastically increased in

order that ICS may serve the Christian
community without any financial bur
dens to carry. He believes that this
should be possible if the belief is alive
that Christian education does not stop
at the elementary, high school, or col
lege level.

“If we agree that Christian educa
tion is a must, then we ought to also
agree that Christian education is not
complete without a Christian institu
tion of higher learning, such as the In
stitute for Christian studies.”

There should be no doubt that ICS
provides a necessary level of educa
tion, which is well-recognized interna
tionally by those Christian educators
and leaders who wish to broaden and
deepen their insight and knowledge
in order to be better equipped in turn
to fulfill their important tasks in pro
viding Christian leadership or in edu
cating our children, and grandchildren
in a way that is pleasing to our Lord,
Jeronimus believes.

He adds, “1 would like to believe
that we as Christian parents or sup
porters do indeed recognize the need
for the Institute where graduate edu
cation is provided and that this recog
nition manifests itself by providing
much-needed new or increased finan
cial support.”

Jeronimus and his wife Yoka have
two married children and four grand
children.

John Jeronimus

Two of the 214 children under the age of 14 who were registered at the ICS
Niagara family conference. Photo by Norm Vandervelde
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Alumni Action Highly Recommended Books from ICS
Teny Tollefson (1977) recently re- Thc Holy Spirit: Renewing and Empowering Presence

ceived his Ed.D. from Harvard Univer- George Vandervelde, editor $1395
sity Graduate School of Education. In

On Being Human: Imaging God in the Modern World
his dissertation, “Schools for Cyprus: by Calvin Seerveld $ 7.95
The American Board’s Mission (1834-
1842)” he focused on the worldview The Greatest Song, in critique of Solomon

of the first American missionaries to by Calvin Seerveld (paperback) $14.95

__________

go to Cyprus to establish schools, and (hard over) $24.95

_________

looked at education as a means of so- ICS/University Press of America academic series:
cial change in a crosscultural context.

Stained Glass: Woridviews and Social Science
While at ICS Tollefson studied phil- Edited by Marshall, Griffloen, Mous $15.50

__________

osophical theology with Dr. James
Olthuis. In a recent correspondence Social Science in Christian Perspective

with his former mentor, Tollefson Edited by Marshall and Vander\’ennen $20.95

wrote, “My courses at the Institute A Hermeneutics of Ultimacy
trained me to think critically, and pre- by James Olthuis $11.50
pared me for later study.”

Telling the Next Generation
by Harro Van Brummelen $20.95

Theories at Work
by M.D. Stafleu $21.95

The Legacy of Herman Dooyeweerd
CT. Mclntire cdi $16.95

Understanding OUr World
by Hendrik Hart $25.95

Keeping Our Troth
by James ()lthuis $18.95

Promises Broken; l’romise Kept
by Harry Fernhout $14.95

Thine Is the Kingdom
by Paul Marshall $11.75

Human Rights Theories in Christian Perspec live
by Paul Marshall $ 2.00

The Transforming Vision
by Brian Walsh and Rk hard Middk’ton $12.75

Dr. Calvin Seeiveld led about 900
Rainbows for the Fallen World

worshippers at the Sunday morning
by Calvin Seerveld $12.95

service held at the lCS Niagara family B,i,il,i,ii’s Apocalyptic l’rophe ies
conference. PhotobyCaroi-Annveei,kamp by Calvin Seerveld 5 .3.95

Original Sin

Jst released by George

Creation Regained
by Albert Wolters $11.65

The inaugural addresses of senior
members Brian Walsh and William Subtntal $

Rowe have just been released! Walsh,
AcId tO’ for mailing (mm. $1.OOi S

in “Who Turned Out the Light of the
Gospel in a Post-Enlightenment Cul- TOTAL. $
ture,” (22 pages) calls for the study of

_____________________________________________________________

Christian worldview to help illumine
the darkness of our post-enlighten-

Address

____________________________________________________________

ment culture. In “Our Simplicity” (17 CiL Prey/Slate

_____________

Postal/Zip
pages) Rowe takes stock of our atti
tude towards the reformation of phi- Telc’phoni’

losophy as he begins his teaching and We accept pa nient by \‘ISA redit card. Give us your card number and expiry date
research on the history of philosophy ,iiid we still charge your account
at ICS. Both booklets are available at

Visa Number

__________________________________________________

Expiry date

________________

a cost of $2.00 from ICS, 229 College
St., Toronto, Ont. M5T 1 R4. Send to ICS, 229 College St., Toronto, Ont., Canada M5T 1 R4
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Meet John Meiboom
John Meiboom, 35, has been ap

pointed to the position of director of
development. Meiboom, who man
aged a stamp and coin business in
Kingston, Ont. for 13 years, became
excited about Christian education
while serving on the board of King
ston Christian School.

“I became very enthused about
the whole concept of Christian edu
cation at any level and the Reformed
idea of Christ’s lordship over all of
life. I see that for ICS as well!”

Meiboom, his wife Beth and their
two sons, Lucas, 8, and Justin, 2, re
cently moved to Kitchener, Ont. — a
centralized location from which to
focus on fundraising in Ontario.

Meiboom says his friends describe
him as an “eternal optimist” and he
hopes that this personality trait will
help him generate enthusiasm for ICS
among those whom he visits.

Meet Reinder Klein
Reinder I. Klein, 51, has been ap

pointed to raise funds in western
Canada. But, whereas Meiboom will
be working full-time, Klein will be on
the road for ICS only three months of
the year.

Before moving to Ontario to found
Educom Consulting, Klein worked as
a teacher at both Fraser Valley Chris
tian High School and Vancouver
Christian Secondary School for almost
five years. He especially wishes to
serve the Reformed community in
both his work as a consultant and as
a fundraiser for ICS.

Klein and his wife Diane have five
children ranging in age from 26 to
16. The four oldest, Deborah, Mark,
Robert, and Richard all live in B.C.
while the youngest, Patricia, lives at
home in Woodbridge, Ont. with her
parents.

N
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Institute ror christian Studies, 229 College Street, Toronto,
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ISSA 0384-8922. All other copies mailed under authorized
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New development staff appointed

ICS Niagara conferees thoroughly
enjoyed the performance of “Ballet
Magnifica t” featuring former engineer
John Vandervelde, brother of ICS
senior member George Vandeivelde.

Photo by Gcorgc’ VandervcIdo
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