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ICS Charter submitted to the legislature
After weeks of re-writing, checking out details with staff

and board members, meetings with representatives of the
Ministry of Colleges and Universities, and re-writing and
checking some more, the final version of the Institute for
Christian Studies’ charter was completed Friday, June 3. On
Monday, June 6, the ICS Charter Act was given its first
reading in Parliament, its formal introduction into the
Ontario Legislature. This is the first formal step toward its
enactment, which would allow the ICS to grant the Master of
Philosophical Foundations degree.

Our charter, known as Private Member Bill 21, was
introduced by Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP)
Andy Watson (Progressive Conservative), who represents
the Chatham-Kent area, and seconded by MPP Richard
Treleaven (Progressive Conservative), who represents the
Oxford area.

From here the charter is scheduled for a hearing, on June
23, by a standing committee of the Legislature, in which
anyone who has questions or objections about our charter
may speak up. Since we have worked closely with the
Ministry of Colleges and Universities staff and since the
Minister, Dr. Bette Stephenson has no objections to our
charter, we hope that no hitches will develop in committee
hearings to delay the day when we take our charter home.
After the hearings (perhaps as little as one day later), the
charter is given second reading; sometimes the third and final
reading occurs on the same day. We still have good hopes
that we will receive the charter before the Legislature
adjourns for the summer.

Right after our charter was given first reading in Parlia
ment, Dr. Bette Stephenson again introduced the govern
ment’s bill to regulate the granting of degrees in Ontario(now
known as Bill 41, formerly Bill 137, and before that Bill 4).
This was the bill which has caused the ICS much anxiety

N( especially last year at this time), which resulted in our bid for
our own charter, and which widely dispersed the arguments
for plurality in education. The following day, June 7, Bill 41
was given a committee hearing at which staff members
Robert VanderVennen and C.T. Mclntire presented a brief.
Four parties made representations to the committee.

The brief presented by the ICS stated that “our aim was
not to oppose the bill or to speak out of self-interest, but to
raise two points which might help to strengthen the intent of
Bill 41.” The points were (1) to ask the government to
provide for academically competent advice concerning the
qualifications of applicants for charters, and (2) to ask that
the bill be changed so that the religious position of an
institution would not be grounds for denying the institution
the right to grant regular degrees in the arts and sciences. The
first point was answered in general terms by the Minister.
The second point reinforced an amendment to Bill 41
introduced by MPP Richard Allen (New Democratic Party)
and supported by MPP Sean Conway (Liberal).

Dr. Allen, a well-known historian, was strongly apprecia
tive of earlier arguments of the ICS. He said in Parliament
that ICS had rightly raised the basic point that no program of
study is value-free, and”if values attach themselves to those
ultimate communities of ideology or religion, then there is no
way finally of distinguishing between a secular and a
religious degree.” McMaster University also supported
Allen’s amendment Nevertheless, the amendment was
voted down by the committee.

Further details on the ICS charter and the outcome ofBill
41 will be reported in the next issue of Perspective.

Charter news flash
As this issue of Perspective goes to press, we have
time to inform our readers and supporters that Pr21
the lOS Charter Act, successfully passed its com
mittee hearings on June 23 and is supported for
second reading in the Ontario Legislature. Unfor
tunately, the Ontario Legislature recessed until the
fall session before second reading could take
place. This is very disappointing to all of us, as it
means waiting until October for Parliament to re
convene. Although it means waiting, we continue
to expect that the Charter Act will be passed by
Parliament as soon as possible after they meet
again in October.



Trustees meet to trim the sails
by Bert Witvoet

The AACS/ICS Board of Trustees met for two days on
May26 and 27, with 12 members in attendance most of the
time, as well as three staff members and Curator Ken Piers.

Board meetings tend to major in reports, discussion and
disposal of same. One does not attend for personal edifica
tion and inspiration. The meals are necessary to provide
moments of relief and delight.

Early in the meeting thanks to the Lord was expressed by
Chairman Jim Joosse for the progress in the matter of degree
granting privileges and a charter. It is expected that as early
as June the Ontario Parliament will pass the required, greatly
desired legislation.

Another happy note was sounded when the matter of the
Smit library grant was reported on (see story in previous
issue ofPerspective). Attempts will be made to seek a similar
grant for the legacy of the Dooyeweerd library, left to the ICS
in 1977. Good things bear repetition.

Since the Board ofCurators is the body that deals with the
academic progress of the Institute, much time was spent
discussing their report and acting on several motions. The
items that were discussed included charter matters, nomina
tions to the Board of Curators, faculty appointments, review
of faculty work, publishing and trustee-curator-staff rela
tions. It was apparent from the Curators’ report that their
review of staff academic achievement, especially in the area
of publishing, is receiving greater emphasis than before. Re-
appointments are very dependent on scholarly productivity.

Robert VanderVennen reported on educational services,
and Aileen Van Ginkel on development. Both branches
experience the pains of a tight budget. With Rosanne
Sweetman leaving the AACS staff and not being replaced,
there will be a further loss of services.

The Report of the Task Force on Finances could be
considered the major report of the two-day meeting. Many
hours were spent in listening to Ben Vandezande present the
report, and in discussing the ramifications. The report
showed that until 1981, the AACS was able to hold its own
financially in a stable manner. The 25th anniversary drive
failed to achieve the goal of eliminating the mortgage; it
helped the AACS break even. The year 1982-83 will result
in a significant deficit of around $150,000.

The reasons for this deficit, the report concluded, must be
attributed to at least six factors: (1) absence of fund raisers;
(2) absence of a development director in 1981-82; (3) loss of
confidence in the AACS due to the controversy surrounding
the dismissal of Senior Member Arnold DeGraaff in 1979;
(4) the establishment in Canada of The King’s College and
Redeemer College; (5) the income tax reassessment ofmany
supporters in Ontario; and (6) the recession.

The short-term approach to eliminate deficits includes
the following decisions by the Trustees: (1) a general salary
freeze for 1983-84 and 5% increases in 1984-85 and 1985-
86; (2) a cutback of staff; (3) a budget freeze; and (4) the

appointment of a full-time fund-raiser. Several long-term
goals were adopted as well, such as seeking greater support
from the Christian Reformed churches, developing more
support in evangelical, non-reformed circles, increase of
tuition and co-operation with sister organizations.

It was with a heavy heart that the Trustees agreed to some
of these cutbacks, especially those affecting the salary of the
staff.

The meeting addressed itself to many other household
matters, such as the appointment of new members to the
Board, of an auditor and of officers to lead the annual
AACS membership meeting.

Once in a while a Trustee could be seen putting up a giant
struggle with his or her eyelids, only to snap to attention when
someone cracked ajoke or misspoke him/herself. Aileen Van
Ginkel was heard to remark that “we don’t want another (curatorium like the one we have,” meaning, we don’t want
duplication of efforts. Very few slept through that one.

Trustee Morbey likes to play with words, as when he
talked about “the footholds ofAlberta.” Van Andel remem
bered a “similar situation when I was shot down in flames.”
To which Chairman Joosse replied calmly, “You have
recovered beautifully, Henk. . . I mean from that flaming
situation.” Of course, Jim Joosse himself had to hear a few
times how he had referred to the ballot counters, Trustee
Betty Westrik and Development Director Aileen Van
Ginkel, as “girls.”

One needs these moments as much as the meals to break
up the somewhat heavy task of running an organization with
its many creaks and groans, if only to remind oneself that the
yoke is easy and the burden is light.

It was the last meeting for Trustees Ed Piers, Henk Van
Andel, Betty Westrik and Bert Witvoet. These trustees were
thanked for their service towards the end of the meeting.

The next Board of Trustees meeting was set for Novem
ber 10 and 11. It was the consensus that the May meeting had
been a productive session, with a feeling that the Board is
gaining clarity on the course the AACS must sail. They say
there’s milk and honey on the other side!

Bert Witvoet, a Trustee of Region 7 (Toronto and
Central Ontario regions), retires from this position within
the next three months.

Trustees in session to approve Task Force report on finances
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From the President’s point ofview

Good-bye and thank you!
by Bernard Zyistra

There’s been a lot of turnover in the membership of our
governing bodies during the last year. It’s time to say “thank
you!” Karen DeWaal, homemaker from Sarnia, completed
two terms (six years) as trustee in the summer of 1982. James
Skillen moved to Washington, D.C. last year to become
executive director of the Association for Public Justice,
which meant that he could no longer represent the western
U.S. region. Larry Lynch, from St. Michael’s College in
Toronto, completed a five-year term as curator last fall. This
summer Ed Piers from the University of British Columbia,
Betty Westrik of the Christian Labour Association in
Toronto, and Henk Van Andel from the University of
Montreal each completed six years of continuous service as
trustees. For Betty Westrik is also meant the end of her years
as a member of the Board of Directors, the executive
committee ofthe Trustees. And Bert Witvoet surrendered his
place as trustee because he has moved out of the region he
represented to St Catharines to edit Calvinist Contact. All
of them have served with great dedication, bringing a variety
of talents to the Board of Curators, which supervises the ICS;
the Board of Trustees, which governs the entire AACS/ICS;
and the Board of Directors.

In this expression of gratitude,
who deserve special mention.

there are three persons

John (“Jan”) de
Koning has served as
trustee and/or director
from 1966 to the spring
of 1983. Before thathe
was an active member
of the Association and
member of its standing
committee on finances.
John is an accountant
and an instructor in
mathematics at St
Michael’s College in
Toronto. He and his

wife Jane, belong to that very small group ofpeople who have
attended all of the AACS summer conferences in Ontario,
since these were started in Unionville in 1959. John and
Jane represent that part of our constituency which caught the
meaning of a reformed vision of the Lordship of Christ in
Holland and was determined to give shape to that vision in
Canada, their adopted country. This explains their active
role in the local church, the local school and, for almost 20
years, in the AACS. Because John lives in a suburb of
Toronto, being a trustee meant serving on the Board of
Directors. More than that, serving as treasurer, year in, year

Nout. Always willing to come through — in the ups as well as the
1’ downs of this movement.

Marmnus Koole has served as a trustee and/or director
from 1966 to the fall of 1982. Marinus is a businessman,
operating a large greenhouse complex in the Niagara Pennin
sula. Marinus and his first wife Bets, and now his second wife

Bep, represent that segment of our constituency that realized
the importance of Christian education — from kindergarten

through university —

for the enduring wit
ness of the Reformed
community. Marinus
is a leader. He knows
his goals. He can rally
people around him.
And he can move
ahead. No wonder that
as a rule he was chair
man of the Board of
Directors, and for
several years president
of the Trustees. He had
never gone beyond
high school, but that
never confined him,
nor did it bother any
one else!

Paul Schroten
boer’s record is un
paralleled. He was
elected as a trustee in
1956, when the AACS
(then ARSS) was
founded. He served in
that capacity until
1963, when he became
the first executive
director of the AACS.
He relinquished that
position in 1967, when
he became General
Secretary of the Reformed Ecumencial Synod (RES). But
immediately he was appointed to the Board of Curators,
created to supervise the academic work ofthe ICS which was
established in 1967. He has been a curator since that time.
He also served a concurrent term as trustee in the mid-
seventies, and for more than a decade was a member of the
AACS Foundation, our institutional link in the USA. Paul
and his wife, Bernice, represent the American wing of our
constituency — that group of persons which realized that
evangelical-reformed Christendom must have an organized
witness at the university level. Because of his world-wide
travels for the RES, Paul has been a vital link in the vast
network of relations ofwhich the ICS has become an integral
part

We know of the role of our boards. We often forget that
our boards consist of persons who, behind the scenes,
sacrifice days, even weeks, of their time per year, to make the
AACS/ICS function. We express our appreciation for each
and every member, especially at this time to John de Koning,
Marinus Koole and Paul Schrotenboer!

!Pfarinus Kool trustee

and directorfor 16 years

John andJane deKoning havegiven 20

years ofdedicated service to AACS

Paul Schrotenboer, serving the
AACS/ICS continuously since 1956
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Volunteers bring much to the work of the AACS
by Aileen Van Ginkel

Women’s Action for the AACS
For many years, going back to the early days of the

Association for Reformed Scientific Studies, the AACS has
had regular support from a source which is not acknowledged
as much as it should be. “Women’s Action for the AACS”
has involved women, primarily from Christian Reformed
communities, all across Canada. Their main means of
bringing us support has been through penny banks (or
“busjes” as many Dutch-Canadian ladies call them).

Women’s Action has always been organized by those
outside the regular AACS staff. It has its own structure and
means of communicating with the women who send in their
coin collections. Until recently, Mrs. Hermina Dykxhoorn of
Brampton, Ontario was President of Women’s Action. Since
the time when Mrs. Dykxhoorn had to give up her leadership,
the organization has functioned primarily on a local basis in
different provinces.

Mrs. Nel Stadt of Victoria, B.C., recently sent a letter to
the AACS in which she describes the work she undertakes
with Grace Kamsteeg, Martha Jonker and Linda Terveer.
Mrs. Stadt writes that each of the four collect from about
fifteen local ladies who have AACS penny banks in their
homes. But”rolling pennies is very tedious and rolling other
silver more rewarding,” says Mrs. Stadt, so they now call the
cans “coin banks” instead.

Although Women’s Action brings in hundreds of dollars
each year, Mrs. Stadt considers this amount quite small,
especially when she reads about the thousands needed. But,
she writes, “if the cause is so excellent, we must never give
up.,,

When it comes to Women’s Action, it’s not so much the
number of dollars that add up as the dedication behind them
of so many women over the years.

Membership Drives
Many of the goals for the development of the AACS/ICS

depend on the willingness ofAACS members and supporters
to take on promotional tasks in their local communities.
During this past spring, a number of people helped to
promote the idea of AACS membership, especially to those
in Reformed communities.

The means which these volunteers chose for promotion
varied from place to place. In Scarborough, Ontario, for
instance, Mr. Henry Hageman sent letters to the members of
Grace Christian Reformed Church. He informed them of
plans for a “get-acquainted-with-the-AACS” evening and
gave them three options for response to the invitation: (1) “I
would like to become a member and plan to be there on April
15”; (2) “Not ready for membership yet, but, yes, I am
interested in coming out on April 15”; and (3) “Me an
AACS member? You must be kidding!” Through Mr.
Hageman’s efforts, between 60 and 70 people attended the
“get-acquainted” event, which took the form of a hostess
supper (sort of a cross between a potluck supper and a dinner
served by a local ladies’ auxiliary).

The hostess supper format was also used to introduce the
AACS/ICS in two other Christian Reformed communities in
Toronto. Jane de Koning, Rita VanderVeen and Bea Vander
velde worked together to organize a hostess supper in
Willowdale, while Nenke Jongkind, Audrey Van Leeuwen
and Aileen Van Ginkel set up one in the First Toronto CRC.,,

In St. Catharines, the local AACS Chapter Board
(Corrie De Jong, Rose Der Nederlanden, Bep Koole and
Anne Vandezande) decided on a different approach. They
began the evening with fellowship over coffee and desserts,
and then the people who attended heard ICS Senior Member
George Vandervelde speak on “Liberation and Theology,”
an appraisal of liberation theology.

The speech by a senior member was the common element
of all four events, and the most important since it was a clear
example of what the AACS/ICS is all about. Besides
Vandervelde, two other senior members were involved: Jim
Olthuis, who spoke in Willowdale on “Friendship,” and Al
Wolters, who spoke in Scarborough and First Toronto on
“Ghosts in your Bible Reading.”

Local membership drives can only take place where there
are people willing to take the time to introduce others to the
AACS. When they work out their own ideas for promotion
(no two introductory evenings were quite the same), based on
their knowledge of their own communities, they perform a
great service to the AACS.

Because the AACS staff is small, it needs volunteers to
bridge the gap between the supporting constituency and the
activities inside our walls at 229 College Street. The work
outlined in this article gives only a glimpse of what is being
done by AACS supporters, and it does not give information
about the many other people planning activities which help
the AACS in other parts of the country. This glimpse,
however, is meant to emphasize the point that the AACS
needs and uses people-power!
Aileen Van Ginkel is Director of Dei’elopment for the
AA CS/ICS.
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For students — a bibliography you can’t live without
compiled by Brian Walsh and Don Posterski

A. Woridview Orientation - essential reading for everyone

1. Christianity and University Studies

Barcus, N. Developing a Christian Mind, Inter-Varsity Press (IVP)
(out of print)

* Blamires, H. The Christian Mind, Servant

Hermann, K. University Study in Christian Perspective, Institute for
Christian Studies (ICS), 229 College St., Toronto M5T 1R4

Hart, H. The Challenge of our Age, Wedge

Malik, C.H. A Christian Critique of the University, IVP, 1982

Sire, J. How to Read Slowly, IVP
Sire, J. The Universe Next Door, IVP

Smith, R W. Christ and the Modern Mind, IVP, 1972
* Stott, J. Your Mind Matters, IVP

Wilkes, P. (ed.), Christianity Challenges the University, IVP

2. Biblical Basics - Resources We Can’t Live Without

* Alexander, D. & P., Eerdmans Handbook to the Bible, Eerdmans

Brown, C. (ed), Dictionary ofNew Testament Theology. 3 volumes,
Zondervan
Douglas, J. D. (ed.) New Bible Dictionary, Tyndale House

Douglas, J.D. (ed.) The Illustrated Bible Dictionary, 3 volumes,
Tyndale House
Guthrie, D. (ed.) New Bible Commentary (revised), Eerdmans

Ladd, G.E. A Theology of the New Testament, Eerdmans

Young, R Young’s Analytic Concordance, Associated Publishers
and Authors

B. Natural and Applied Science

( 1. General Books on Christianity and Science

Alexander, Dennis, Beyond Science, Holman Company

Barbour, Ian G. Issues in Science and Religion, Harper and Row

Bube, Richard. The Encounter Between Christianity and Science.
Eerdmans

Hatfield. The Scientist and Ethical Decisions. [VP

Henry, C.F.H, (ed.), Horizons of Science: Christian Scholars Speak
Out, Harper and Row

Hooykaas, A. Religion and the Rise of Modern Science, Eerdmans

Jeeves, M. The Scientflc Enterprise and Christian Faith. IVP
* MacKay, D. Clockwork Image, IVP

MacKay, D. Human Science, Human Dignity, Hodder & Stoughton

Ramm, B. The Christian View of Science and Scripture, Eerdmans
* VanderVennen, RE. Is ScientWc Research Value-free?, ICS

2. Biology (and the Evolution Debate)

Bowden, G. M. Ape-Man, Fact or Fallacy?, Sovereign Publications.
Bromley, Kent, 1977
Mixter, R L. Evolution and Christian Thought Today, Eerdmans

Morris, H. Scientific Creationism, Creation Life Publishers
* Thurman, L. D. How to Think About Evolution and Other Bible-

Science Controversies, IVP

Wilder Smith, A.E. The Creation of Life, Harold Shaw Publishers

Wilder Smith, A.E. Man’s Origin, Man’s Destiny, Bethany Fellowship

For further materials and resources —
Canadian Scientific and Christian Affiliation,
P.O. Box 386, Fergus, Ontario N1M 3E2

Creation Science Association of Canada,
P. 0. Box 34006, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 4M1( Creation, Social Science and Humanities Quarterly
1429 N. Holyoke, Wichita, Kansas U.S.A.

Creation Research Society Quarterly
2717 Cranbrook Rd., Ann Arbor, Michigan U.S.A.

3. Geography and Environmental Studies

Elsdon, R Bent World, IVP

Houston, J. I Believe in the Creator, Hodder & Stoughton

Schaeffer, F. Pollution and the Death of Man, Tyndale
* Wilkinson, L (ed.)Earth-Keeping Christian Stewardship ofNatural

Resources, Eerdrnans

4. Physics

Dye, D. L. Faith and the Physical World, Eerdmans
* MacKay, D. (ed.), Christianity in a Mechanistic Universe, IVP

Pollard, W. Physicist and Christian, Seabury

Stafleu, M. D. Time and Again, Wedge

5. Mathematics
* Brabenec, RL. et al, A Christian Perspective on the Foundations of

Mathematics, Wheaton College
Granville, H., Jr. Logos: Mathematics and Christian Theology,
Buchnell University Press
Jongsma, C. The Shape and Number of Things, Curriculum Develop
ment Centre (for address see Education)

Van Brummelen, H.W. “The Place of Mathematics in the Curriculum”
in Shaping School Curriculum: A Biblical View, ed. by G. Steensma,
Signal Press

6. Engineering

Ellul, J. The Technological Society, Knopf

Grant, G. Technology and Empire, Anansi
* Schumacher, E.F. Small is Beautiful, Abacus

Schuurman. E. Technology and the Future, Wedge
* Schuurman. E. Technology in Christian Philosophical Perspective,

ICS

7. Medicine and Health Care

* Allen, D., Bird. C., Hemmann, R (eds.) Whole-Person Medicine:An
International Symposium. IVP
Allen Shelly, J. Dilemma. A Nurse’s Guide for Making Ethical
Decisions, IVP
Anderson, N. Issues of Life and Death, Hodder & Stoughton

* Fish, S., Allen Shelly, J. Spiritual Care: The Nurse’s Role, [VP

Gareth Jones, D. Our Fragile Brains. IVP

Koop, C.E. Right to Live, Right to Die, Tyndale House

Nelson. J. B. Human Medicine, Augsburg

Ramsey. P. Fabricated Man, Yale

Smyth. H. The Value of Human Life, Christian Medical Fellowship
Publications
Thomas, J. E. Matters ofLife and Death. Crises in Bio-Medical Ethics,
Samuel Stevens Press

8. Food and Nutrition
* Janzen Longacre. D. Living More with Less, Herald Press

Janzen Longacre. D. More-with-Less Cookbook (introduction), Herald
Press
McGinnis, J. Bread and Justice. Paulist Press

Moore Lappe, F. Food First, Ballantine

Nelson, J.A. Hungerfor Justice, Orbis Press
* Simon, A. Bread for the World, Paulist Press

9. Agriculture

The Christian Farmer, Christian Farmer’s Federation. Box 698,
Harriston, Ontario NOG I ZO
From Swords to Plowshares. Box 347, Newton, Kansas 67114

Plow-share, Christian Farmer’s Federation of Western Canada. 10766
- 97 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5H 2M1

Agricultural students should also pay attention to the books listed under
Food and Nutrition

A helpful Journal for people in the Natural and Applied Sciences is:
The Journal oftheAmerican ScientificAfJiliation. P.O. Bo,1J. Ipswich,
Mass., U.S.A. 01938



C. The Humanities and Social Sciences

1. General Books that are helpful in setting a Christian foundation for
studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences

Berkouwer, G.C. Man: The Image of God, Eerdmans
De Graaff, A.H, and Olthuis, J. H. (eds) Towards a Biblical View of
Man, ICS
Guinness, 0. The Dust ofDeath, IVP

* Macaulay, R and Barrs, J. Being Humair The Nature of Spiritual
Experience, IYP
Schrotenboer, P. Man in God’s World, Wedge

* Evans, C. S. Preserving the Person, IVP (out of print)

2. Philosophy

Brown, C. Philosophy and Christian Faith, IVP
Dooyeweerd, H. Roots of Western Culture, Wedge
Geisler, N. Philosophy ofReligion, Zondervan
Holmes, A. All Truth is God’s Truth, Eerdmans

* Holmes, A. Philosophy: A Christian Perspective, IVP
Kalsbeek, L. Contours of a Christian Philosophy, Wedge

* Wolterstorff, N. Reason Within the Bounds ofReligion, Eerdmans

3. Religious Studies (see also titles under Apologetics)

Anderson, J.N.D. (ed.) The World’s Religions, Eerdmans
Anderson, J.N.D. Christianity and Comparative Religion, IVP
Childs, B. Introduction to the Old Testament as Scripture, Fortress
Gaebelin, F. (ed.) Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Vol. 1, introduction,
Zondervan (good article on Biblical criticism)
Guthrie, D. New Testament Introduction, IVP
Harrison, R. K. Introduction to the Old Testament, Eerdmans
Kitchen, K.A. Ancient Orient and the Old Testament, IVP
Kline, M. The Structure ofBiblical Authority, IVP
Newton Malony, H. Current Perspectives in the Psychology of
Religion, Eerdmans

* Olthuis, J. H. Visions ofLife and Ways ofLife: the Nature ofReligion,
ICS

* Packer, J. I., God Has Spoken, Hodder & Stoughton
Thistleton, A. Two Horizons, Eerdmans

Some helpful Journals are: Themelios, Theological Students Fellow
ship, 233 Langdon-St., Madison WI, USA 53703; Crux, 2130 Wesbrook
Mall, Vancouver, B.C. V6T lW6; Journal of Evangelical Theological
Society, do S.J. Kistemacher, Reformed Theological Seminary, 5422
Clinton Blvd., Jackson, Miss., USA 39209.

Clark Pinnock, of McMaster Divinity School(Hamilton, Ontario) has
also produced a comprehensive bibliography for students of theology and
religious studies. People in religious studies should also consider member
ship in the Theological Students Fellowship, 233 Langdon St.. Madison,
Wisconsin, USA 53703.

4. Apologetics
* Bruce, F.F. The New TestamentDocuments:Are They Reliable?, IVP

Geisler, N. Christian Apologetics, Baker
Lewis, C.S. Mere Christianity, MacMillan
McDowell, J. Evidence That Demands a Verdict and More Evidence
That Demands a Verdict, Campus Crusade for Christ
Morrison, Who Moved The Stone?, Faber (Distributed by Oxford
University Press)

* Pinnock, C. Reason Enough, IVP
Ramm, B. Varieties of Christian Apologetics, Baker
Schaeffer, F. The God Who ic There, Hodder & Stoughton
Schaeffer, F. He Is There and He Is Not Silent, Tyndale House
Stott, J. Basic Christianity, IVP

5. History

Butterfield, H. Christianity and History, Bell
Butterfield, H. Writings on Christianity and History, (ed. by C.T.
Mclntire), Oxford

* Bebbington, D.W. Patterns ofHistory, IVP
Dooyeweerd, H. In the Twilight of Western Thought, (chapters 3 and
4), Craig Press

Grant, George Christ and History
Harbison, E.H. Christianity and History, Princeton
Marsden, G.M. (ed.), A Christian View ofHistory, Eerdmans
Mclntire, C.T. The Focus ofHistorical Study: A Christian View, ICS

* Mclntire, C.T. (ed.), Goa History and Historians, Oxford
Rust, E.C. Towards a Theological Understanding ofHistory, Oxford’

A helpful Journal is Fides et Historia, do Secretary, Conference on
Faith and History, Department of History, Indiana State University, Terre
Haute, Indiana, U.S.A. 47809

6. Psychology

Collins, G. The Rebuilding ofPsychology, Tyndale House
De Graaff, A. H. Psychology: Sensitive Openness and Appropriate
Reactions, ICS
De Graaff, A.H. (ed.), Views ofMan and Psychology: Readings in
Psychology and Christianity, ICS (out of print)

* Jeeves, M.A. Psychology and Christianity: The View Both Ways,
IVP
Kennedy, E. On Becoming a Counsellor, Continuum

* Tournier, P. The Meaning ofPersons, SCM
Van Leeuwen, M.S. The Behaviourist Bandwagon, ICS

Some helpful Journals are: Journal ofPsychology and Theology and
The Bulletin of the Christian Association for Psychological Studies
(CAPS). CAPS is also a good association for Christian psychology students
to join. Their address is: 26705 Farmington Road, Farmington Hill,
Michigan, U.S.A. 48018.

7. Sociology

Catherwood, H.F.R. The Christian in Industrial Society, IVP
De Santo, C. Christian Perspectives on SocialProblems, Herald Press,
1983.
Galdwin, J. God’s People in God’s World: Biblical Motivesfor Social
Involvement, IVP
Goudzwaard, B. A idfor the Overdeveloped West, Wedge
Grunlan, Stephen and Reiner, M. (eds.), Christian Perspective on
Society, Zondervan, 1982.
Kraybill, The Upside Down Kingdom, Herald Press

* Lyon, D. Christians and Sociology, IVP
* Storkey, A. A Christian Social Perspective, IVP

Smith-Hinds, W., Redekop, C. and De Santo, C, A Reading in
Sociology: Christian Perspectives, Herald Press

Sociology students should also pay attention to the 2nd, 4th, 5th and 7th
items listed under Economics and the 2nd, 3rd and 7th items listed under
Political Theory. The Journals listed after Political Theory would also be
of interest. There is also an organization called Christian Sociologists, do
George Hillary, Virginia Polytechnical Institute, Blackburg, VA, U.S.A.
24061.

Social workers should know of the NationalAssociationfor Christians
in Social Work, P. 0. Box 84, Wheaton, Illinois, U.S.A. 60187.

A very detailed, annotated bibliography on sociology and Christianity is
available from the Ilkley Group in Britain at 38 De Montfort Street,
L.eicester, LE1 7GP, Great Britain.

The Shaftesbury Project on Christian Involvement in Society, 8 Oxford
Street,Nottingham, England, NG1 5BH (John Gladwin, Director).

8. Economics and Commerce

Cramp, A.B. Notes Towarda Christian Critique ofSecularEconomic
Theory, ICS

* Goudzwaard, B. Capitalism and Progress, Eerdmans/Wedge
North, G. An Introduction to Christian Economics, Craig
Schumacher, E.F. Small is Beautiful, Abacus

* Sider, R Rich Christians in an Age ofHunger, IVP
Vickers, D. Economics and Man, Craig
White, J. The Golden Cow: Materialism in the Twentieth Century, IVP
Wogaman, Phillip J. Christians and the GreatEconomicDebate, SCM (Press

Economics students should also pay attention to the I st, 2nd and 8th
items listed under Sociology and the 2nd, 4th and 7th items listed under
Political Theory. The Journals listed after Political Theory would also be
of interest.

I



9. Political Theory

Bockmuehl, K. The Challenge of Marxism, IVP
Bonino, J.M. Christians and Marxists: The Mutual Challenge to
Revolution, Eerdmans

I‘., Ellul, J. The Politics of God and the Politics ofMan, Eerdmans
Ellul, J. The Presence of the Kingdom, Seabury
Lyon, D. Karl MarrA Christian Assessment ofHis Life and Thought,
‘VP

* Mouw, R Politics and the Biblical Drama, Eerdmans
* Yoder, J.H. The Politics ofJesus, Eerdmans

Political Theory students should also pay attention to the 1 st, 3rd and
4th items listed under Sociology and the 2nd, 4th and 5th items listed under
Economics.

People in politics should also know of the Citizens for Public Justice,
229 College Street, Toronto, Ontario Canada M5T I R4, and the Christian
LabourAssociation ofCanada, 821 Albion Road, Rexdale, Ontario M9V
1 Al.

The following Journals are helpful to students in Sociology, Political
Theory and Economics:

Sojourners, 1398 L St. NW., Washington, D.C., USA 20005
The Other Side, 300 Apsley St., Philadelphia, PA, USA, 19144
Catalyst, do Citizens for Public Justice, 229 College St., Toronto,
Ontario MST 1 R4
Reformed Journal, 255 Jefferson S.E., Grand Rapids, MI, USA,
49503
Christian Scholar’s Review, RD 2, Union, Maine, USA 04862

Materials: Project Plouglishares, particularly The Monitor Seeds.

10. Arts and Aesthetics

Lawhead, Steve Rock Reconsidered, IVP
Rookmaaker, H. The Creative GifL Essays on Art and Christian Life,
Cornerstone
Rookmaaker, H. Modern Art and the Death of a Culture, IVP

(
* Ryken, L. (ed.), The Christian Imagination, Baker

Schaeffer, F. Art and the Bible, IVP
Seerveld, C. A Christian Critique ofArt and Literature, Wedge

* Seerveld, C. Rainbowsfor the Fallen World, Tuppence (available for
ICS)
Wolterstorff N. Art in Action, Eerdmans

The 2nd, 4th, 7th and 8th items would helpful to Music students.

Additional Resource: The Association of Christian Artists (ACA),
381 Yonge St., Toronto, Ontario MSB I SI

11. Literature

Ericson, E.E. and Tennyson, G.B. (eds.), Religion and Modern
Literature: Essays in Theory and Criticism, Eerdmans
Lewis, CS. Abolition ofMan, MacMillan Company

* Lewis, CS. Studies in Words, Cambridge
O’Connor, F. Mystery and Manners, Farrar, Straus & Giroux

* Ryken, L. Triumphs of the Imagination, IVP (out of print)
Sayers, D. The Mind of the Maker, Harper and Row
Te Selle, S.F. Literature and the Christian L(fe, Yale

Students in English should also pay attention to the 3rd, 5th and 7th
items listed under Art and Aesthetics. An important Journal is Christianity
and Literature, do Department Of English, Calvin College, Grand Rapids,
Michigan, USA 49506. TheReformedJournal and the Christian Scholar’s
Review also have articles on Literature.

12. Education

Freire, P. Pedagogy of the Oppressed, Seabury
Gow, K. Yes Virginia, There is a Right and Wrong, John Wiley & Sons
Hill, Brian Faith at the Blackboard, Eerdmans
Holmes, A.F. The Idea of a Christian College, Eerdmans
Malcolm, T. and Fernhout, H. Education and the Public Purpose,
Curriculum Development Centre (CDC)

* Steeñsma, 0. and Van Brummelen, H. (eds.), Shaping School
Curriculum. A Biblical View, Signal (available from CDC)
Stewart, D.D. Moral Values Education in Ontario, The Crisis of
Consent, Renaissance Ontario
Vriend, J. (ed.), To Prod the Slumbering Giant, Wedge (out of print)
An excellent resource is the Curriculum Development Centre, 229

College Street, Toronto, Ontario M5T 1 R4. They have curriculum material
for elementary, junior high and high school. They also publish a newsletter.

13. Vocation — After School, Then What?

Bockmuehl, K. Evangelical and Social Ethics, IVP
* Farnsworth, E.K. and Lawhead, W.H. Life Planning: A Christian

Approach to Careers, 1981, IVP
* Marshall, P. et al, Labour ofLove: Essays on Work, Wedge

Middlemann, U. Proexistence, IVP
Schumacher, E.F. Good Work, Harper and Row
Schumacher, E.F. Guide for the Perplexed, Harper and Row

* Stott, J. Christian Mission in the Modern World, IVP

Students contemplating a Christian direction for a career in our culture
should also consult the 1st, 3rd and 4th items listed under Sociology and the
4th, 5th and 7th items listed under Economics.

14. Family Studies

Augsburger, David, Caring Enough to Confront, Regal, 1973
Augsburger, David, Caring Enough to Forgive, Herald Press, 1982
Balswick, Jack, WhylCan’tSaylLove You, Word, 1978
Clinebell, Howard and Clinebell, Charlotte H., The Intimate Marriage,
Harper and Row, 1970
Nelson, James B. Embodiment, An Approach to Sexuality and
Christian Theology, Augsburg, 1978
Olthuis, James H. I Pledge You My Troth, Harper and Row, 1975

This bibliography is used with the permission of Ontario
Inter- Varsity Christian Fellowship, where Don Posterski is
Director. Brian Walsh, a graduate student in religious
studies at McGill University, and an alumnus ofICS, was
an associate staff member for IVCF and a teacher in the
campus outreach program ofAACS/ICS when he prepared
this bibliography.

“When in our music God isglorified”
A Recording of Congregational
Singing

( Directed by Dr Bert Polman

Traditional and Contemporaiy
Church Music

including:

“Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet’

“At the Name of Jesus
“When in Our Music God is Glorified’

Sponsored Jointly
by the AACS (Association for the
Advancement of Christian Scholarship)
and Toronto Central Christian School

Cost
$900, plus $2.50 postage and handling

Send Orders To:
AACS
229 College Stleet
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
M5T1R4
(416) 979-2331



Interdisciplinary seminar digs
into Dooyeweerd
by Gary Duim

Five senior members and about twenty junior members
participated in the 1982-83 Interdisciplinary Seminar. The
topic was a very familiar one to the Institute: the philosophy
of Herman Dooyeweerd. Friday mornings from September
through April were given over to discussions of the intri
cacies and implications ofDooyeweerd’s writings, especially
his New Critique of Theoretical ThoughL The goal was to
gain a clearer understanding of this Christian philosophy and
to apply Dooyeweerd’s insights to the various disciplines
studied at the Institute.

Each junior member and senior member was required to
produce a substantial paper and defend it in a seminar during
the second half of the year. The seminar was divided up into
five subgroups which met separately from October through
January. Each subgroup was led by a senior member and
examined a specific topic that Dooyeweerd had dealt with in
his writings. Dooyeweerd’s attempt to develop a Christian
approach was compared with what other thinkers have said.

Much time was spent in considering what Dooyeweerd
“meant to say” by some of his terminology and arguments.
These discussions were generated not only by the sympath
etic leanings of some participants to his work, but also
because of the serious limitations of the English translations
of his writings. Another factor taken into account was that
Dooyeweerd himself was always a developing thinker. His
conceptions evolved as he wrote so that his system was never
quite static or finished.

Although these types of discussions had a tendency to
become very technical in their quest for Dooyeweerd’s
intended meanings, they brought out the complexity of the
problems with which he dealt. This allowed the participants
to appreciate Dooyeweerd’s great ability to put philosbphical
questions in their correct context, and to show how a
Christian philosophy should begin to deal with these
questions.

Whit kinds of questions are these? Just obscure philo
sophical technicalities, or relevant meaningful questions for
the day in which we live? Well, at times they seemed like the
first kind, even to some participants, but in fact, many of the
topics dealt with led to discussions of very relevant problems

in our world and in our Christian life today.

The emphasis of the seminar was on the heart of
Dooyeweerd’s system. Henk Hart’s subgroup dealt with
basic questions ofhow we know things, and how subjects and
objects relate to each other. This is vital to any system of
thought and Dooyeweerd dealt with these questions in
creative and provocative ways.

Jim Olthuis’ subgroup looked at the complexities of
Dooyeweerd’s view of faith and religion. Faith is a part of
who we are as creatures and yet it seems to be more than that,
because it directs the course of our whole lives. Olthuis
provided stimulating sessions as he examined some ambig
uities in Dooyeweerd’s view of faith and set out his own view.
Olthuis believes that instead of talking about various
“ground motives” engaged in a struggle for the human heart,
we should recognize only two: the Word of God and the lie of
the devil.

Calvin Seerveld and the junior members in his subgroup
looked at Dooyeweerd’s contribution to aesthetic theory.
Questions explored included the meaning of intuition and the
place of the aesthetic in the encyclopedia of the sciences.

C. T. Mclntire’ s subgroup examined Dooyeweerd’s
philosophy of history. The concept of differentiation, or the
opening up of different spheres over time, was discussed and
critiqued.

Paul Marshall’s political theory group searched out what
Dooyeweerd had to say about rights. The implications of his
theories of sphere sovereignty and legal relationships were
applied to the contemporary discussion of human rights.

These senior members will continue to develop their
seminar papers towards putting together a book, tentatively
entitled: The Legacy of Herman Dooyeweerth Christian
Philosophy in the Calvinian Tradition. Those senior
members who did not participate in the Interdisciplinary
Seminar will also be making a contribution. President
Bernard Zylstra will write on “The Relationship between
State and Industry in Dooyeweerd’s Thought,” Al Wolters
on “Dooyeweerd’s Intellectual Development and Milieu,”
and George Vandervelde on “The Biblical Ground Motive
and Theological Motifs in the Philosophy of Dooyeweerd.”
It is hoped this collection of essays can be published as a
contribution to the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary in
1985 of the Association for Calvinist Philosophy.

Besides this book, the majorfruitofthis Seminarhas been
an immersion into Dooyeweerd’s “Philosophy of the Cos
monomic Idea.” For the senior members involved, it was a
chance to dig into the primary writings of Dooyeweerd that
were so central to inspiring the vision through which the
Institute was founded. It was a time for re-examining what
Dooyeweerd did and for reflecting on how we have deve
loped and should continue to develop his insights.

Junior members found the discussions and papers valu
able for exploring Dooyeweerd’s view of their own discipline
and of philosophical questions in general. For many it was a
delightful opportunity to observe and participate in provoca
tive interchanges between senior members. Varying inter
pretations and appreciations of Dooyeweerd’s philosophy
set the stage for many a discussion ofwhat a Christian way of
thinking implies if we are to be faithful to the Gospel today.

Gary Duim is a junior member in theology and political
theory at the ICS from Granger, Washington.

T
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Development
notes

by Aileen Van Ginkel
Some of you may remember a fund-

raising letter we sent out recently which
began, “Put yourself in my shoes.” That

letter brought in some very interesting suggestions from
people who actually took the time to think about what it
would be like to have the task of promoting the AACS/ICS
and raising funds for it.

I appreciated these responses (as well as the jokes about
shoe sizes) because they encouraged me to think that there
are perhaps a good many ofour members and supporters who
have ideas for improving our promotion and fund-raising
programs. Such advice could be very helpful to us, especially
if it suggests ways in which we can do a better job of
communication and of bringing our work closer to the people
who support us.

Actually, we need more than advice. We need people
who are willing to back up their words with action. These
people would join the ranks of those who already give time
and energy to supporting us (see the article on volunteers
elsewhere in this issue of Perspective). It’s this kind of
involvement which can help to get members involved in
AACS activity on the local level.

What do I mean by AACS activity? I mean anything that
seeks to share (through conferences, workshops or informal
discussion groups) the vision of the AACS with others — the
vision that calls Christians to live their lives totally and( obediently under the Lordship ofChrist. This calling is not an
easy one to fulfill; all of us need each other’s help to do our
tasks, whatever they may be. So getting together with other
Christians who have insight into our tasks may encourage us
and also give us the chance to encourage others.

I mean another kind of AACS activity as well— the kind
that specifically seeks support for the work ofthe AACS here
in Toronto, and especially for the Institute of Christian
Studies. Such activity might include working on local
membership drives, setting up speaking engagements for ICS
senior members, or even (who knows?) direct fund-raising.

I know many of you are very busy with other local
involvements. But perhaps your term on the school board or
church council or whatever has just expired? And you’re
itching for something else to fill your spare time? If you come

AACS Remittance Form

to us, you can be sure we’ll give you a task to do.
One of these days, in fact, if we get impatient for

volunteers, you may open one of those suspicious-looking
envelopes from the AACS and find, instead of a request for
funds, a request for talents of another sort. Be forewarned.
and have your answers ready!

Christian organizations meet at
fund-raising conference

On May 11 representatives of various Christian organi
zations met in Toronto to discuss the fund-raising endea
yours of their organizations. All of these organizations share
a Christian vision for faith and life. Most of them depend on
the larger Reformed community for their support. They met,
in the interest of Christian stewardship and communal re
sponsibility, to familiarize themselves with each other’s
programs and to explore possibilities for joint efforts.

Those present at the meeting came to several conclu
sions. Most important, there was recognition and genuine
appreciation of the tremendous support of the Reformed
constituency for organizations which seek to bring God’s
Word to concrete expression in many areas of life. Thou
sands of volunteer hours and millions of dollars are provided
each year in Canada for these Christian endeavours.

Discussions centred on how we can improve our com
munication with our supporting constituency. Several com
mittees were appointed to investigate avenues of possible
mutual effort. Items discussed included the possibility of
periodic joint publications, combined computer use and
mailing services, and means of dealing with common fund-
raising challenges.

The following organizations were part of this initial
discussion: Association for the Advancement of Christian
Scholarship (AACS), Canadian Home Bible League, Chris
tian Farmers’ Federation Ontario (CFFO), Christian
Labour Association of Canada(CLAC), Christian Steward
ship Services, Citizens for Public Justice (CPJ), Council of
Christian Reformed Churches in Canada, Curriculum
Development Centre (CDC), Christian Reformed World
Relief Committee of Canada, Redeemer College, Salem
Christian Mental Health Association and The King’s
College. Because of the success of this meeting, the organi
zers of the next meeting will make a special effort to invite
other organizations which share common concerns.

The AACS is an association of over 2,000
members from 24 countries worldwide. Our
purpose is to promote Scripturally directed
learning and biblical reformation of scholar
ship. Our main project is the Institute for
Christian Studies, a graduate school for research
and teaching.

Membership is open to all who agree with the
purpose and religious position of the Association.

Financial support is most welcome and needed,
since most of our money must come from dona
tions. Donations in support of our work are tax-
deductible for residents of Canada, U.S.A. and
The Netherlands, when sent to the organizations
listed below. Perspective is sent free of charge
to all members and donors. Non-donors are asked

to pay a subscription fee of SlO per year.
Perspective is mailed to interested persons in a
total of 44 countries.

Members and other friends can financially support
AACS by making a donation to the following
organizations:

U.S.A.
AACS Foundation
3201 Burton Street, S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
Netherlands
Calvinistic World Association
Potgieterweg 46
1851 CJHeiloo
(gironummer 17 75 496)
(specify for AACS)

Canada and other countries
AACS
229 College Street
Toronto, Ontario M5T I R4
U Please send more information
U Enclosed is a donation
U Enclosed is a subscription fee
U I would like to become a member. Please

send me an application.

Name

Address

Postal Code
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(enclosed with a request to return loan funds from Pennsylvania)
We wish we could express just how much your work has affected us over

the past years. . . we are extremely grateful to God for bringing you into
our lives. It is not an understatement to say that you have been one of the
greatest influences in the shaping of our perspective and understanding of
our faith, and that our lives are much more rich and (we trust) more faithful
because of the insight and leadership you have offered. I think I first heard of
the AACS in 1972. Shortly thereafter our campus fellowship struggled with
the implications of the Kingdom vision offered in your early books. I
remember the conferences with DeGraaff and Olthuis. My wife clearly
recalls her first encounter with reformational scholarship: she read a critique
of Marx written by Zyistra. As a young Marxist herself, it was genuine
evangelism which gripped her as she read. Anyway we are profoundly
grateful and wanted you to know of our support and prayers.

(enclosed with a dues payment and donation from Quebec)
Have strength during this time of economic crisis. The Lord isn’t giving

you a charter just so you can go bankrupt. Have faith, good things are
happening and will continue to happen.

(from Ontario)
I want to thank you for the opportunity to “work with” Rosemary

Ruether. It was a most interesting three days for me. First of all because it
gave me a chance at some hard thinking and reaching. Secondly it put a lot of
things into place for me in regards to the women’s movement. Of course
there were some things I had my doubts about, such as the way in which
Ruether seemed to make light of important beliefs and truths. I found her
hard to take as a person. That fact was probably more helpful in the end than
I realized at the time, since it enabled me to disregard the “slights”! In short,
my overall impressions are favourable and I look forward to more lectures of
that sort.

(from the Philippines)
Thank you for sending us the “care package” of papers from the ICS.

These papers are of interest to our own students but perhaps even more so to
other people who happen to use our library who study at various colleges and
universities here. None of the other schools have a library which offers
anything like the materials you sent. They will be of value to Christians from
several different ecclesiastical traditions and notjust the students associated
with the Christian Reformed Church in the Philippines.

(from Alberta)
I will not renew my membership again because after so many years I

would like to support something else for a change. Still the AACS is dear to
my heart and I will pray for you continually.

(from Switzerland)
I have been very thankful for your faithfulness in sending me your

newsletter. As I didn’t find anybody around me who would be more
interested in the type of studies you offer, I would ask you not to send me
your newsletter anymore. As your ministry is not one I am stressing in my
life, I cannot afford to keep in touch. I hope to find in the future someone who
is interested in coming to your Institute, and for that reason I will keep your
address.

The thinking Christian is peculiarly vulnerable to the
problem of doubt. He holds a minority position and this isn’t
easy. Most ofhis secular colleagues disagree, often vigorous
ly disagree with him. And thus arises the agony, the anguish
and the mental torture of doubt.

This kind of doubt needs to be interpreted as a kind of
suffering, and not as sin, as is so often done in Christian
circles. The young Christian student, experiencing doubt in a
hostile university environment, should not be condemned,
but rather encouraged to endure this kind of suffering for
Christ’s sake.

— Elmer J. Thiessenin Mennonite Brethren Herald

C

Calvin Seerveld (L) and students Don Knudsen, John Richter and Geoff
Brown pose as their last aesthetics seminar of the year is held.

We suspect that some of our readers and supporters
may have copies of highly desirable books which they
no longer use often — if at all. We also suspect that
that some of you may be willing to part with those
books (for a small fee).

The Institute is keenly interested in used copies of:

Herman Dooyeweerd, A New Critique ofTheor
etical Thought (Presbyterian and Reformed Pub
lishing Company, 1969); and

Hendrik van Riessen, The Society of the Future
(Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company,
1955) (English edition).

Both of these works have been out of print for some
time already and are not scheduled for reprinting for
some time to come. We would like to be able to offer
them for re-sale to our students and others who come
to the ICS for its book services.

Why not clear your bookselves ofthem and send them
our way’? We’d be happy to pay you for them or send
you a receipt for the value of the donation.

With this issue of Perspective, we undergo a change in format— not
in content. With our ever-increasing costs (in staff time, printing

and postage) and with the cutback in staff, we will now be pub
lishing with the help of Guardian Press in Hamilton. We hope you
will accept this new look as you have previously welcomed each
issue of our newsletter.
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Wide angle lens: renewal in
sociology

by Nicholas Terpstra
We continue with this issue of Perspective to introduce

you to other groups of Christians around the world who are
also engaged in the renewal of scholarship from a Christian
perspective.

False distinctions and the future of their discipline were
on the minds oftwo British students of sociology who met at a
university conference in 1970. Criticism by sociologists of
many standard concepts in their own discipline convinced
these students that sociology had become a discipline in
search of direction. Believing that the time was ripe for
Christians to begin offering alternatives, the two took the
initiative in contacting others like themselves who felt
isolated as Christians within the university, and as sociolo
gists within the church. A weekend meeting at Ilkley in
England was arranged, and the Ilkley Group was born.

Ilkley defines itself as “a loose association of Christians
who are concerned to investigate the relationship between
Christian faith and sociology.” The looseness is deliberate:
in order to encourage participation ofmembers from a variety
of sociological and theological perspectives, the Ilkley
Group has refused to formally affiliate with any other
organization or institution. It is “not so much a ‘group’ with
‘members’ as a meeting place for Christians whose work
involves them in the practice of sociology.”

The “practice of sociology” is broadly defined to include
not only teachers and students, but probation officers,
pastoral counsellors, and the manager of a Manchester
housing estate as well. These “practitioners” continue to

meet in study weekends held
about twice a year. Members
decide on a topic and then
prepare and distribute papers
which are discussed at a week
end meeting held at the home
of one of the participants.
Topics have ranged widely to
include sociological theory,
methodology, social action
and change, the family, the
city, housing and the role of
women in society.

Some of these study papers have been brought together in
group publications. The first, Christian Commitment and
the Study of Sociology (1975) is now out of print. The
second is an issue of the Philosophical Society of Great
Britain’s journal Faith and Thought, devoted entirely to
writings of the group and entitled “Ideology and Idolatry.” It
is still available ($7.50 Cdn). Individual works have also
been published by such group members as David Lyon, Alan
Storkey, Howard Davis and J.A. Walter. These works and
others dealing with the relation ofChristian faith to sociology
are listed in a catalogue available from the group on request.

Through its study weekends, publications and mailing
list, the Ilkley Group tries to stimulate thought and exchange
among Christians involved in “the practice of sociology.”
Further information on the group may be obtained from Tony
Walter, 15 Southcot Place, Lyncombe Hill, Bath, England,
BA2 4PE.

Nicholas Terpstra is part-time field representative for the
AA CS/ICS in eastern Ontario.

AACS/ICS news
C. T. Mclntire was an invited participant in a symposium on “Evangeli

cal Christianity and Modem America,” held at Wheaton College, Illinois,
on April 13 - 14. The event was funded by The Lilly Foundation and
marked the opening of the Institute for the Study ofAmerican Evangelicals.

C.T. Mclntire was recently appointed by Dean J. F. Leyerle to the
Graduate Faculty of the University of Toronto as an Associate Member in
the Centre for Religious Studies. Mclntire, also cross-appointed to the
history department of Trinity College at the University, can now advise
doctoral candidates from the University of Toronto.

On June 2 James Olthuis presented a paper “Straddling the boundaries
between theology and psychology: the faith-feeling interface” to the Annual
Meeting of the Canadian Society for the Study of Religion at the Learned
Societies meetings held at the University of British Columbia.

While in British Columbia James Olthuis presented a public address to
a group at the New Westminster Christian Reformed Church June 4 on
“Stages of Intimacy in Committed Relationships.”

Hendrik Hart, who has been on sabbatical since January, is completing
the final draft of his book Understanding our Worith an integral ontology.
He will return to teach the fall term at ICS and take the remainder of his one-
year sabbatical in the spring of 1984. He has also been co-editing the( ipcoming book Rationality in the Calvinian Tradition, the outcome of the
conference by that name held at ICS in August, 1981.

Several AACS/ICS staff members have been engaged in church-related
activities recently. George Vandervelde has served on the committee,
along with Director of Development Aileen Van Ginkel to draft a
“Contemporary Testimony” of faith for the Christian Reformed Church
(CRC) in North America. He is a delegate from the local classis to this

year’s CRC Synod June 13 -24 in Grand Rapids, Michigan, where he will
serve on the advisory committee on women in office. He has also prepared a
set of guidelines for the Canadian Council of the CRC regarding participa
tion in task forces. Calvin Seerveld’s work schedule on the CRC Psalter
Hymnal Revision Committee — especially in updating the texts ofthe psalms
— intensified during May and June. Hendrik Hart continues to serve on the
CRC Board of Publications. George Vandervelde addressed the Banfield
Memorial Church June 12 during an evening service devoted to the theme of
Christian education.

Al Wolters presented his latest research at the Fourth Medieval Forum
held in Plymouth, New Hampshire, on April 22, with a paper “Aspects of
Ficino’s Translation of Poltinus.” He has been invited to the Convegno
ficiniano to be held in Naples and Florence, Italy, in May 1984 to give this
paper and another, “Poliziano as translator of Plotinus.”

“Biblical Worldview and the Roots of Reformational Philosophy” was
the title of a talk by Al Wolters during the second half of the Annual AACS
Membership Meeting held June 11. This presentation is available on tape
for $5.00 (plus $ .75 postage) from the AACS.

Paul Marshall conducted a two-week training session for the Pitts
burgh-based Coalition for Christian Outreach for their incoming campus
stafT workers. The training was held on the campus of Muskingum College,
Ohio, and the theme was “Contemporary Political Issues.”

On May 5 Paul Marshall participated in a planning meeting at St.
Michael’s College at the University of Toronto to establish a “Christianity
and Culture” program there.

Alumnus Brian Walsh and junior member Jon Chaplin have an article
“Dooyeweerd’s Contribution to a Christian Philosophical Paradigm” in the
March 1983 issue of Crux. Director of Educational Services Robert
VanderVennen has an article in the Journal of American Scientific
Affiliation (March 1983) in the symposium “Unity in Creation.”

Junior member Steve Shaw spoke to the young people’s group at Little
Trinity Anglican Church on June 4 about “A Christian Worldview”.

David Lyon part of the Ilkley
Group, investigates the relation
between faith and sociology.
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AACS summer conferences
July 29 — August 1: Bulkley Valley and Skeena AACS Conference

Theme: Human Rights

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Sidney Greidanus, professor of theology,
The King’s College

Chairman: Ed Adema

Registrar: Mike Zantingh
P.O. Box 3142, Smithers, B.C. VOJ 2N0

July 29 — August 1: AACS Ontario Conference

Theme: Restoring a Responsible Society

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Bernard Zylstra, President, AACS/ICS

Workshop Leaders: Lucy Verstraete, Bob Hudspith, Miki Beldman,
Ed Vanderkloet, Ary de Jong, Adrian Vandenberg,
Kathy Vandergrift, Elbert van Donkersgoed, George
Monsma, Judy Knoops

Chairman: Morris Greidanus

Preacher: Rev. Dick Pierik

Features: 25th anniversary conference celebrations

Location.- Niagara Christian College, Fort Erie, Ontario

Registrar: AACS Office, 229 College St., Toronto

September 2 — 5: AACS Alberta Conference

Theme: Technology: Friend or Foe?

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Harry Cook, professor of biology,
The King’s College

Workshop Leaders: Brian Martin, Wytze Brouwer, Tom Greidanus,
Hank Bestman, Leslie Ann Hales, Harry Cook,
Peter Mahaffy

Worship Services: Neil de Koning, Dean Dyk

Location: Gull Lake Baptist Camp and Sonshine Camp, near Lacombe

Registrars: Hank and Miranda Bestman
10319 - 155 St., Edmonton, Alberta TSP 2M1

September 2 — 5: AACS Lower Mainland B.C. Conference

Theme: Music and Liturgy (
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Emily Brink, Editor, Christian Reformed Church

Psalter Hymnal Revised Edition

Workshop Leaders: James Ward, Emily Brink, others to be announced

Concert: James Ward
Location.’ Lakeside Bible Camp. Whidbey Island, Washington

Registrar: Jeff Wubs
5290 - 64th St., Delta, B.C. V4K 3N6

Hearing and Doing program coordinator Susan Bower invites Toronto- -
area persons to the remaining sessions inRiding the Third Wave: the impaci
oftechnology on our lives, held Tuesday evenings at 7:30 throughout June
and July. Topics include the impact of technology in the office, in labour, in
the third world, and in medicine. Sessions are conducted at the ICS and a
$3.50 per evening fee is requested.
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