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Graduation Highlights
Global Impact of ICS
Gayla Postma

Toronto was cold and rainy on
November 9, but inside Knox
College Chapel the atmosphere was
warm and festive as staff, students,
friends and guests gathered for ICS’s
annual Convocation. The stately
surroundings, dimly lit but accented
by the bright colours of academic

regalia — gowns, hoods, scarves —

*reated an elegant setting in which
he global impact of reforma
3ional thinking became increasingly

apparent.

,E Following the welcome and open
. ing prayer of Mrs. Aukje Wonnacott,

< Vice-Chair of the Board of Trustees,
S’ President Dr. Harry Fernhout, Chan

cellor Dr. Peter Schouls and Regis
trar Dr. Hendrik Hart conferred
degrees on seven students who,
between them, represented seven
different countries.

Nicholas Ansell (England) and
Jacques Fauquex (Switzerland)

received the Master of Philosophical
Foundations degree. Both are now
engaged in doctoral programs, Ansell
at ICS and Fauquex at 1’Institute
Catholique in Paris.

Denise Natishan (U.S.), and
Iskandar Kisman Saher (Indonesia)
completed the Master’s Program in
Woridview Studies. Saher, who came
to ICS from Indonesia’s Satya
Wacana University, is currently
enrolled in the M. Phil.F. program
here, while Natishan has returned to
the United States to work with an
executive search firm that specializes
in placing women in middle and
senior management positions.

The Master’s Program in
Education was completed by Esther
Ajax (Sierra Leone), Hilda Roukema
(Canada), and V. Matthew Thomas
(India). These three are still in the
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President Fernhout looks pleased as Professors Hart and Marshall
congratulate graduates V Matthew Thomas and Esther Ajax.
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IN THIS ISSUE

Most of the material this time
around deals with the significant
events that occurred last November.
President Fernhout reflects on this
(President’s Pen, p. 2), as do Gayla
Postma (Graduation, p. 1, and
Schrotenboer, p. 5); Stuart

Williams (Fourteen Hours, p. 8);
and Reinder Klein (Poignant, p. 3,
and Plenary, p. 6).

John Meiboom ‘s Development
Notes, p. 4, have an upbeat flavour
and reflect the season, while the
Alumni Action, (p. 4), and Calvin
Seerveld’s article about Rina Singha
(see Meet, p. 10), help keep us in
touch with some of our former
students.

Make sure you browse through the
catalogue of feature articles being
cleared out of our old Anakainosis
files (p. 11) and check out the ex
citing new books now available
(p. 10).

Will God Really Dwell
On Earth?

November 9, 1990, was truly a
banner day in the life of the Institute
for Christian Studies. With many
friends and supporters in attend
ance, we honored seven graduates at
our annual Convocation. We were
challenged by Dr. Paul Schroten
hoer’s vivid account of how God’s
Spirit is moving world-wide in
Christian higher education. Arid to
top off a marvelous day, we
dedicated our new facilities to the
glory of God! It was a real treat that
night to have our new halls and
meeting rooms crowded with the
beaming faces of people eager to
share in this joyful event.

The brief dedication ceremony was
marked by one of those marvelous,
unplanned (providential!)
coincidences. In a brief speech
before the ribbon-cutting, past-
president Clifford Pitt drew his
inspiration from the words of king
Solomon as recorded in I Kings 8,
the story of the dedication of the
Temple. And Trustee Henry Lunshof
structured his dedicatory prayer
around the prayer of Solomon as
found in — you guessed it —

I Kings 8.
Neither Dr. Pitt nor Rev. Lunshof

suggested that the dedication of the
“new” Institute should be placed on
a par with the dedication of the
Temple. Rather, they turned to I
Kings 8 to gain perspective on what
we were doing that night. They
urged us to see our act of dedicating
one floor of a relatively ordinary
building in downtown Toronto
against the background of the life-
shaping act of dedication described
in this Bible passage.

I Kings 8 is a truly remarkable
chapter. It portrays one of those
dramatic high points in the unfolding
story of God’s engagement with his
people of choice. The preceding
chapters present an overwhelming
array of detail about the design and
construction of the Temple. Through

their similarity to the description of
the Tabernacle in the book of
Exodus, these chapters signal the
fact that something important is
about to happen, something rivalling
the act of covenant-making at Mount
Sinai.

In the context of this air of antici
pation, I Kings 8 tells of the great
festival of dedication. The whole
nation gathered to witness the begin
ning of a new era. The ark of the
covenant, God’s symbolic throne,
was brought from its traditional tent
dwelling and placed in the inner
sanctuary of the Temple. And then,
confirming the parallel with the
Exodus events, “the cloud,” that old
desert sign of God’s presence, filled
the Temple. God moved in, as it
were, and confirmed his intent to
dwell among his people in this new
era of nationhood.

In this setting Solomon rose to
bless the people and to pray. He
recited the history of God’s faithful
care for Israel, and praised God for
the fulfillment of his promises to
David. And then, in the middle of
this event celebrating God’s new
home, Solomon makes an astounding
statement:

But will God really dwell on
earth? The heavens, even the
highest heaven, cannot contain
you. How much less this temple
I have built! (I Kings 8:27).
If I put myself in Solomon’s shoes,

I can imagine that the temptation to
say something quite different was
almost irresistible. This was a golden
opportunity for Solomon to use
God’s presence in the Temple to
inflate his power by identifying
God’s cause with his own. Solomon
could easily have said something like
this:

Today God’s promise to my
father David, that his son
would build a Temple, has been
fulfilled. God has responded by
moving in next door to my
palace. Obviously, God
approves of what I am doing.
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So if you people want to please
God, you had better support
my national programs.
This is not what Solomon says, at

least not on this occasion. Solomon
was able to see that his entire pro
gram of nation-building could not
possibly control God. God is bigger
than Solomon’s building projects.
God cannot be boxed in, not even in
his promises to David, and not even
in the glorious Temple. Solomon
cannot manipulate the God who
chooses to dwell in the Temple adja
cent to the palace; rather king
Solomon in his glory stands subject
to this God whom the “highest
heaven” cannot contain.

I Kings 8 invites us to maintain a
healthy perspective as we dedicate
our new facilities. We believe that
the work of the Institute for Chris
tian Studies is something we are
called to by God. In that sense, we
dare say that ICS is a channel for
God’s redemptive work. We want to
dedicate our work to God, and we
covet God’s presence on the second
floor of 229 College Street. And so,
with Solomon and the ancient israel
ites, we offer this structure as a gift
to God, and we invoke God’s bless
ing and care. But just when we are
strongest in our conviction that we
are working on one of God’s projects,
I Kings 8 reminds us that even our
dearest projects cannot serve to
circumscribe God’s arena of glorious
action.

Will God really dwell on earth? In
I Kings 8 the answer is clearly both
yes and no. At the very moment
when God gives a visible demonstra
tion of his intent to dwell among his
people, those people are brought to
a consciousness that God is, after
all, the transcendent One for whom
even the heavens are an insufficient
dwelling.

But I Kings 8 is not the end of the
story. Will God really dwell on earth?
This is the time of year when we are
conscious of the fact that for New
Testament Christians the resounding
answer is “Yes!” The glory of the
miracle of God’s presence in the
Temple of Solomon now pales in
light of the miracle of God’s pres
ence in the birth of Jesus Christ.

The Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory, the
glory of the One and Only, who
came from the Father, full of
grace and truth. (John 1: 14).

When Dr. Peter Schouls, ICS senate chairman, presented this
year’s Robert Lee Carvill Memorial book to Cai’vill’s widow
Barbara, the event had a special and touching signilicance.

It was Bob Carvill who, in his dynamic fashion, challenged
the ICS in the late ‘GOs and early 70s to communicate its vision

of life more effectively. Himself an excellent communicator and
deeply committed to advancing Reformational thought, Carvill
abandoned his doctoral studies in order to work for the
Institute. Before his death in 1974 he had served as promolel’.
student recruitel’, and editor of Vanguard magazine.

All this takes on extra significance in light of the hook chosen
this year to honour Carvill’s special contribution to ICS. Henk
Hart’s Search for Community in a Withering Tradition:
Conversations 1)etween a Marxian Atheist and a Caivinian
Christian, is regarded as an attempt to determine whether
meaningful communication is possible between people holding
to different philosophical systems. (See VanderVennen’s
column, p. 10.)

Representing the sort of effective dialogue with the culture
that Carvill favoured, Hart’s hook is a fitting memorial and
eloquent testimony to the sl)irit and labours of this passionate
ICS champion.

God dwells on earth, not in build
ings or pet projects, but in the Word
made flesh. In following Jesus, the
one who reveals God’s glory, we are
able to walk in the knowledge that
God dwells among us without limit
ing God’s dwelling to our favourite
causes. And through Jesus Christ we

POIGNANT MOMENT AT ICS
Reinder J. Klein

flarhaia Carvill, 1—lart’s new 1,ook. and Henk Hart himself:

I

see more fully the unspeakable glory
Solomon tried to express. May God
make it possible for ICS, in its new
facility, to maintain a daily aware
ness of God’s willingness, indeed,
God’s desire, to dwell with us
intimately in the One who is full of
grace and truth.
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It is difficult to write a column
for the Christmas season in mid-
November, but it helps to he mindful
that the message of the coming
season is not a message just for that
season. God’s gift of His son has had
profound influence on this world and
the message of hope and salvation is
preached not only at Christmas but
also today and tomorrow.

In all that we do, we need to con
stantly reflect that message of hope.
God’s Word, sent into the world in
the form of Jesus Christ, is the only
reason for our work. As we go about
our tasks in service to the living
God, we acknowledge that the gifts
He gave us are given not for our
pleasure but for His good pleasure.

As another year closes, we again
evaluate the ministry of ICS and its
future. It is a ministry that does not
exist in and of itself, nor should it.
But how do we evaluate whether we
are doing our job in a way pleasing
to God? Jeremiah 17:7-8 describes
the godly person as a tree that
“never fails to bear fruit.”

I am continually reminded of the
fruit that ICS has borne. Stories
come back of alumni who are bearing
fruit, or of hooks that have borne
fruit. Students bear fruit as they
struggle with difficult issues and
professors hear fruit in research
and in their service to students and
community.

Some time ago we received a
letter from a woman in Iowa that
demonstrates some of the fruit from
ICS work. “I am writing because I
have a book written by Calvin
Seerveld (A Christian Critique of Art
and Literature) and published by
your organization. I would like to
know if I could purchase more of his
books from you.” She goes on to say,
“I have other materials from you and
have always found them to he a
wonderful source for thinking
biblically in a given area or discipline
of life.” But most poignantly she

says, “I do hope and pray that you
are still a light to the academic
world. As a struggling artist, you
have been the only source I’ve
discovered or been led to that
attempted to shed some truth into a
very dark world of art.”

This note from a struggling artist
was really a cry for help for which
she could only find resolution in ICS
books to which she had been led.
Thank you ICS supporters for help
ing us help her. Thanks be to God
for the way in which he uses ICS for
His purposes.

Paul’s Journeys
On November 4th, about 150

people gathered in Second Christian
Reformed Church in Brampton after
the evening service to hear Paul
Marshall tell of his experiences while
on sabbatical last year. Dr. Marshall
showed about 100 slides of people
and places around the world. In his
own, sometimes humourous way, he
told of the many exciting
opportunities that ICS and its alum
ni have in various places. The ex
tremely fast growth of Christianity in
the Third World has caused a deep
need for well grounded leaders who
can channel the excitement of faith
into action in all aspects of life.
Particularly there is a need for
Christians to understand how they
can act politically.

Dr. Marshall will be presenting
this slide presentation in four
communities in British Columbia and
Alberta during the first week of
January. You are invited to join him.
Check the announcement in this
issue for details.

If you would like Dr. Marshall to
share his experiences with your com
munity, please call me or drop me a
note. Time is limited, but we are
most willing to arrange whatever
presentations are possible.

Late Year-End Gifts
On December 31 you may find

yourself wondering, “Can I still send

a gift and get a tax receipt for 1990?”
The answer is a most emphatic
“Yes!” You will receive a 1990
receipt for the gift as long as the gift
is postmarked on or before Decem
ber 31, 1990. Remember that for
each $100 sent by the end of the
year, you will receive a tax credit (a
reduction in your payable tax) of
about $45. This means that your
$100 gift will only cost you $55 after
you receive your tax refund.

Greetings
May God bless you in your cele

bration of the birth of Jesus, God’s
Son. “For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only Son ...“ (John
3:16a).

ALUMNI ACTION
Johanna Selles-Roney

ICS recently received a letter from
Johanna Selles-Roney sharing some
exciting news. After completing the
M.Phil F. in Political Theory at ICS
in 1983, she continued her studies
and is currently a doctoral candidate
in the Department of History and
Philosophy of Education at the
Ontario Institute for Studies in Edu
cation (O.I.S.E.). Last month
Johanna was appointed Research
Fellow at Yale Divinity School. Her
dissertation is entitled “Methodists
and Women’s Education in Ontario,
1836-1925.” Forthcoming pub
lications include a chapter in a book
entitled Gender and Education in
Canada, and a chapter in History of
Women in the Christian Church in
Canada. We wish Johanna God’s
blessings as she takes up this new
position.

DEVELOPMENT
NOTE

Good uit

CONDOLENCES

The ICS community grieves
with Pearl and Homer

Samplonius in the tragic
death of their son and

daughter-in-law.

May the Lord comfort the
families and grant them
his remarkable peace.
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Gayla Postma

On November 9, Dr. Paul
Schrotenboer, the very first
executive director of AACS, returned
to give the Convocation address
entitled, “Thinking Globally: The
World Wide Challenge of Christian
Higher Education Today.”

After reminiscing a bit about those
“heady days” in the early years and
the hard times that were to follow,
Dr. Schrotenboer stated that one
thing has not changed since the
beginning: the reformed perspective
of the ICS “learned in the obedience
of faith in the revelation of God, are
not for any one group alone but
should be shared by Christians of all
traditions and all ethnic groups.”

ANewAge
Dr. Schrotenboer pointed out that

the international character of the
ICS, present from the earliest days,
is increasingly important in light of
recent global events.

In recaffing his recent trip to
central Europe, Dr. Schrotenboer
reported that in every city and
institution he visited, one sensed
that a new day has dawned, “a day
that is full of hope, but also with a
feeling of apprehension and un
certainty.”

He said that people in those
countries are wondering what shape
their new society will take, whether it
will emulate the Western nations
with their surplus of material
possessions and their conspicuous
consumption of goods. Dr. Schroten
boer said that while leaders are
asking both what kind of a society
should they work for and what
should the role of the church be in
this new age, there is no societal
blueprint for a post-communist
society.

The Global Challenge
Dr. Schrotenboer asserted that the

future for those countries includes
Christian higher education. He point
ed out that in Hungary, Christian
higher education is limited almost
exclusively to theology.

“What is the challenge for us at
this juncture in history in terms of
Christian higher education? Is there
any word we can give to brothers
and sisters in these countries who

revel in the early morning hours of
their new found liberty?” asked Dr.
Schrotenboer. While he claimed to
have no answers, he stated that our
integral Christian perspective in
learning, like the gospel, has taken
on global dimensions.

“What Christ did in the days of
his flesh was not done in a corner
and what we do may not be hidden
there either. We have a perspective
that we should tell to the world.
That is our global challenge. We are
rich Christians in an educationally
impoverished world. We must share
our resources with others, for the
mutual enrichment of the world-wide
people of God.”

Dr. Schrotenboer called for a
forum where all would be able to
learn from the insights of those in
central Europe and stated that the
ICS is in a unique position to call for
such a forum.

“Let us resolve anew at the begin
ning of this academic year, to
acknowledge Christ’s kingship over
all scientific work. Then it will be a
good year and our efforts will bring a
smile on the face of the Almighty.”

“Graduation”
continued from page 1

Toronto area, Thomas to pursue
doctoral studies at Wycliffe,
Roukema as Vice-Principal at
Toronto District Christian High
School, and Ajax in a range of
education related activities.

Given the international flavour of
the evening it seemed only fitting
that the Convocation address should
be delivered by Dr. Paul Schroten
hoer, Executive Secretary of the
International Association for the
Promotion of Christian Higher
Education. In his speech titled
“Thinking Globally: The World Wide
Challenge of Christian Higher
Education Today,” Schrotenboer
challenged the ICS to continue
sharing its rich perspective with an
educationally impoverished world.

The seven recent graduates are
proof that, in the past, the challenge
was met.

(Gayla Postma is a freelance writer
and Toronto reporter for The
Banner.)

Schrotenboer Challenges ICS

Marshall to Visit West

Dr. Paul Marshall, ICS professor in Political Theory,
hopes to present his capti\ aling sabbatical report.
complete with slides and d il hi imoul. in B.C. and
Alhcrta early in the new year. He’ll he in the Vancouver
area .Januaj’y 4, in Smithers Jan. 5, Calgary Jan. 7, and
Edmonton .Jan. 8.

Anyone curious about or interested in the remarkable
range of ICS contacts — not to mention its reputation
around the globe will want to reserve these dates. Part
icularly the scale of’ development in Third World Countries
and the potential role there for the ICS community will he
found a matter of great interest and excitement.

Marshall, like the fleatle. is a product of Liverpool,
England. I—Us presentation is therefore hound to be not
just illuminating and challenging, but also quite funny.
This is one ICS function ow ppofi. young and old, in
Western Canada must not miss.’

I-?.JK
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Plenary
Session Takes

Stock,
Looks Ahead

Reinder J. Klein

During the afternoon of Friday,
November 9th, ICS trustees,
senators, professors, students and
members of the administrative staff
met to reflect on the past and to
think out loud about the future of
the Institute. In his introductory
remarks, President Fernhout
explored again the terms
reformational, foundational, and
interdisciplinary, wondering if the
old definitions, indeed the ICS itself,
were still relevant.

In the 1960s, he said, the academic
world was more monolithic than it is
now, almost forcing the ICS into an
opposition posture, “like a yapping
Chihuahua.” Today, however,
scholars are more willing to acknow
ledge the need for a starting point, a
perspective. In consequence, the ICS
now has more of a voice, and Chris
tian scholars are now more readily
accepted and fecognized.

Still Relevant
So, YES, Fernhout said, ICS is

still reformationally and scholarly
relevant, but its role has become one
of dialogical interaction and partner
ship. ICS scholars need to demon
strate the implications of their
Christian starting point. “We can no
longer content ourselves with asking
foundational questions. We now have

to be busy with setting and deepen
ing the foundations, and with sug
gesting the shape of the walls!”

He saw a unique function still pos
sible, particularly in these areas:
1) to develop a one dimensional
focus on academic issues, 2) produce
a theology of an area of study, and
3) focus on the ethical issues raised
by or in a discipline. Foundational
and interdisciplinary studies, he con
cluded, will still “give the biggest
bang for your bucks.”

Ferrihout noted that in the broader
Christian community, advanced
scholarship still often has a limited
scope. Christian scholars often tend
to concentrate on articulating issues
raised by a discipline. In this con
text, the Institute’s foundational and
interdisciplinary studies still repre
sent a unique contribution. And this
focus is strategic in that it deals with
issues on which much scholarship
turns, yielding an impact out of pro
portion to the Institute’s small size.
Through this kind of scholarly work,
Fernhout concluded, ICS has
generated its greatest cultural “bite”
and will continue to do so.

He closed his introductory
remarks by suggesting that to remain
culturally strategically of service, ICS
should consider appointing new
faculty members in Biblical Studies,

Rookie Pres. Fernhout gets pointers
from old hand Dr. Paul Schroten hoer
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Psychology, Economics, Communica
tion and Media, Natural Sciences,
and Ethics.

Animated Discussion
Their appetite whetted, the parti

cipants in this plenary session
engaged in a lively exchange of
views. Especially the phrase “cul
tural relevance” came in for close
scrutiny. “Relevant to whom?” it was
asked. “To the broader society? To
the Christian community? Who’s our
audience? Whom do we serve?”
Since the phrase suggests that the
“other side” sets the agenda, it was
proposed that we should aim to be
culturally strategic.

And so it went. What about rele
vance to the Orient, to the societies
of central and eastern Europe? Is it
enough to be relevant only to West
ern culture? Since we may not be
selfish and keep our vision to our
selves, how can we develop relation
ships with scholars elsewhere? How
can we establish linking positions
with scholars busy developing bases
in several cultures?

Can the Institute be everything to
everybody; should we even try to be?
Aren’t women’s studies and philo
sophy of communication strategic

• areas of concern today? Are psych-
• ology and Biblical studies not ade

quately done elsewhere?

What about the current emphasis
on dialogue? Might that put the
antithesis on the back burner? And
are we prepared to recognize that
true dialogue requires openness to
change in the participants, including
ourselves?

And, finally, what about the finan
cial component? Is everyone so busy.
keeping the thing afloat that we have
no time to develop new views,
strategies, relationships? Will the
cost of not paying out development
monies be greater in the long run
than paying it? And how do we pay it
when we don’t have it?

These are but some of the ques
tions that were raised and discussed
in what is obviously an ongoing
process of evaluation and reforma
tion. It showed the ICS community
to be vibrant and very much alive. E1

“Relevant to whom?” (above)
Leading ICSers in new classroom
discuss unique functions of
Institute.

Meet the ICS Board
(photo below)

Standing, l-r:
Dr. Peter Schouls
Mr. Stuart Williams
Dr. Harro VanBrummelen
Rev. Henry Lunshof
Rev. John Groen
Dr. Wendy Helleman
Mr. Durk DeJong
Seated:
President Harry Fernhout
Chairman Fred Rein ders
Vice-chair Aukje Wonnacott
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Fourteen Hours in Five
Minutes: A Trustee’s Report

Stuart Williams

It may not even take you five
minutes to read this. It certainly
won’t take you the fourteen hours
ICS Trustees and Senators spent in
a variety of activities last November
9 and 10. It won’t take you long
because this report is simply a brief
overview of what we did and experi
enced then, at 229 College, Toronto.

The details I have chosen to high
light affirm our renewed conviction
that this place and this Institute
venture are indeed of the Lord. Read
on and see for yourselves!
1) Chairman Fred Reinders appealed
to and encouraged the trustees, the
general membership, and the im
mediate Institute community, to
mutually encourage and correct one
another. He emphasized that the
issues with which we Christians live
call us to the risks of following, and
walking beside Jesus Christ.
2) President Harry Fernhout under
scored his appreciation for the
smoothness of the move from the
fourth floor to our much improved
space on the second. The many
hours which Chairman Reinders has
poured into the building project were
noted. As well, Femhout praised
Ross Mortimer’s (V.P. Admin.)
unruffled dedication to steering us
through several rearrangements of
the building’s partnership and the
numerous boobytraps of our new
leasing arrangements. As trustees
we shared Fernhout’s praise to God
for both men’s principled and able

leadership.
3) Woridview Studies: The impor
tance of this program is that it
invites everyone who would like to
step into a close, practical reflection
on their career/profession to come
to the Institute for one year of
Christian confirmation and challenge.
Three years ago, one of our donors
made a commitment to underwrite
this program. You can imagine our
delight upon hearitig that this Sup

porter recently decided to renew that
commitment. This is most encour
aging, because it enables us to say
‘come’ to all Christians who long to
review, renew or seek the biblical
roots of their everyday work and
interests. Thanks be to God for the
funds that enable us to live our
dreams and visions.
4) A Miracle & Money: Every year
we are amazed at the Gospel foolish
ness of a graduate school which not
only survives, but thrives in the
world of scholarship. We are
awestruck by the biblically founded
insights granted our Senior and Ju
nior Members and, even more
remarkable, by the hunger for these
gifts that their secular counterparts
express. Each year we are also
amazed that we can continue to
operate solely on the basis of volun
teer funding — no other graduate
school exists that makes do without
substantial government and corpor
ate backing.

Yet while mindful and most thank-

Above: Nick Ansell in conversation
with long-time ICS supporter
John DeGroot

Right: Hilda Roukema receiving
congratulations
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flu for our continued existence, we
shudder at our recurring deficits. We
no longer have a building to turn to
as collateral. Moreover, we have not
been successful in expanding our
financial support base, which means
we must continue to rely for the hulk
of our revenues on a small group of
substantial contributors.

What should we (all of us) do?
What can YOU do? May we count on
your faithful bravery to review the
level of your financial support? We
also need your direct help in finding
and encouraging others whose ex
periences atune them to the Chris
tian community’s worldwide need for
Christian leadership in scholarship.
And we need your help in identifying
employers who might include the
Institute in their gift matching pro
grams, or who might be persuaded to
adopt a plan by which to direct all or
a portion of their donations to
charitable causes that include ICS.
5) Seem not to know ... are ignorant:
Western Representative Reinder
Klein expressed concern about the
apparent ignorance in the Reformed
community about the existence and
purpose of the Institute. Particularly
the younger generations seem to be
less aware and supportive of ICS.
That this has serious implications for
financial support in the future is
clear. Moreover, a reputation for
expressed opinions more noted for
their directness rather than their
prudence was also said to be a
hindrance to the hoped for develop
ment of a broader support base. Just
the same, Development Director
John Meihoom emphasized the
encouragement he continues to find
in the responses to his promotional
and fundraising work.
6) Appointments to Philosophy and
Education: With excitement we
interviewed candidates, and sub
sequently acted upon the Senate’s
recommendations to extend offers of
employment that will, once accepted,
fill the vacancies in the History of
Philosophy and in the Philosophy of
Education. Names of the new Se
nior Members will be made public as
soon as acceptance of the positions
is finalized.

SECOND FLOOR FEATURES:
(Photos right, top-bottom)

Entrance lobby
Comfortable new lounge
Academic admin. centre

Photos: Ri. Klein
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Exciting New ICS Book on
Philosophy and Faith

A dramatic new book has just
been published by ICS, in our co
publishing series with University
Press of America. It is titled Search
for Community in a Withering
Tradition: Conversations between a
Marxian Atheist and a Calvinian
Christian. Authors are Professor Kai
Nielsen of the University of Calgary
and Hendrik Hart of ICS.

The book is Hart’s effort to reach
out to see whether a meaningful
communication can be established
between people holding a philosophi
cal system rooted in the Christian
gospel and one rooted in a non-
Christian base. The focus for the
discussion is the appropriate place
for reason and the place of religious
belief in a contemporary philosophi
cal system.

Hart challenges Nielsen to under
stand that his philosophy, too, is
based on a god — the god of reason.
Nielsen vigorously denies this, saying
that he is not a rationalist, as Hart
claims. This book between friendly
antagonists shows at least that it is
possible for philosophers with radi
cally different views to come closer
in understanding each other’s posi
tions and language. The book is an
experiment which discovers that
even deeply alienated communities
do share significant beliefs, and
therefore are able to live together,
talk together and respect each other.

Nielsen graciously offered Hart the
last word, a chapter in which Hart
concludes with his own unabashedly
philosophically-couched testimonial
on the meaning of the Christian faith
and how he wants to see it function
in philosophy. He challenges Nielsen,
and with him all philosophers, “to
take seriously the testimony of
people who do have religious faith
and who practice it.”

This is an amazing book in which
both authors have taken large per
sonal risks in a religiously-loaded
public discussion in the company of

their peers. It will be interesting to
see the response of the philosophical
community. You can buy your own
copy for $22.95 plus shipping.

Olthuis Continues
Hermeneutics Dialogue

James Olthuis of ICS has recently
published an article in Christian
Scholar’s Review evaluating the
efforts of American philosopher John
Caputo to sort through the antitheti
cal hermeneutics of Hans Georg
Gadamer and Jacques Derrida.
Gadamer emphasizes the unity of
meaning and the continuity of tradi
tion, while Derrida takes the
deconstructionist path stressing the
undecidability of meaning and plural
ity of traditions.

With the suggestive title “A Cold
and Comfortless Hermeneutic or a
Warm and Trembling Hermeneutic,”
Olthuis encourages Caputo to come
out of the cold to a warmer herme
neutics. Caputo, a Catholic Christian
professor, gave a lecture at ICS last
year and participated in the exami
nation of one of our degree candi
dates. You can get a copy of the
Olthuis paper from ICS.

New Philosophy Book Has
Two ICS Contributors

Two ICS Senior Members, Calvin
Seerveld and William Rowe, are
among the five contributors to the
new book Philosophy in the
Reformed Undergraduate Curric
ulum, published by Trinity Christian
College. The book consists of the
papers given at a symposium held at
Trinity in 1989 in honour of the late
Dr. Maarten Vrieze, who taught
philosophy there for many years.

The symposium, and now the
book, respond to the varied pres
sures on philosophy teaching at Re
formed Christian colleges, and recog
nizes that approaches at Christian
colleges differ. All agree, though,
that philosophy must play a vital role
in the general core education
requirement.

Meet an ICS Student:
Rina Singha
Calvin Seerveld

Rina Singha is an Indian evangeli
cal Christian woman taking the intro
ductory course of aesthetics in the
Worldview Studies Program. She is
also a dancer and choreographer of
Kathak (“story-telling”) classical
Indian dance, trained by a master in
India years ago.

For some time she has been
experimenting in using the mime and
complicated rhythms of Kathak for
presenting Bible stories to children
in schools and before secular audi
ences. How is it possible to use what
began as Hindu religious dance and
chants for making the story of Jesus
Christ alive for today?

Recently in costume, with leg bells
and hand markings, she demon
strated the ancient techniques of

body gesture and dance for story
telling, engaged the class in her new
dance on “The Coming of the Magi,”
and discussion on understanding the
arts from a Scripturally directed
position continued.

ICS student George Pierson is co
editor of the book, along with John
Roose. Other contributors are Theo
dore Plantinga of Redeemer College,
Peter DeVos of Calvin College, and
Gary Weaver of Northwestern
College (Iowa). The book can be
purchased from Trinity for $9.95.

Serving through
public education
Robert E. VanderVennen

a “telling” a story
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Closeout of back issues of Anakainosis

From 1979 to 1986, initially under the editorship of Al Wolters, ICS published a quarterly academic newsletter called
Anakainosis. It is no longer being published and we find it necessary to clear out extra copies of back issues. There are some
nice gems in these 16-page issues, so before we pitch them, we offer them for the price of handling to our academic readers.
For a small fee we invite you to stimulate your inquiring mind, while supplies last.

VoL/No. Feature Articles

1/2 “Vollenhoven on ‘Word of God” by Al Wolters
1/4 “Some Basic Semiotic Categories”

by D.F.M. Strauss, et al.
1/4 “The Affluent Society Revisited”

by John Tiemstra
2/1 “Evolution and the Biotic Aspect of Reality”

by Magnus Verbrugge
2/2 “The Late Middle Ages: Waste Land or Promise of

Harvest?” by John Van Dyk
2/2 “Angst and Autonomy: Fundamental Ontology and

the Idea of Political Science” by Lee Hardy
2/3 “Two Unmoved Movers in Aristotle”

by William Rowe
2/4 “Woridview and Textual Criticism” by Al Wolters
2/4 “The Film Medium and Its Christian Use”

by John Hamilton
3/1 “Worldview and Philosophy I” by Al Wolters
3/1 “Toward an Ecumenical Historical Consciousness”

by Robert Sweetman
3/1 “Philosophy and Foreign Policy in Kissinger”

by Reed Davis
3/2 . “Worldview and Philosophy U” by Al Wolters
3/3 “Butterfield and his Commentators”

by Keith Sewell
3/4 “The Nature of History and the History Teacher’s

Task” by Harry Van Dyke
3/4 “Vollenhoven, Dooyeweerd and Law”

by Anthony Tol
4/1 “Dynamics of Christian Religious Motive”

by P.J. Visagie
4/1 “Christian Philosophy in Canada’s Victorian Era”

by Nicholas Terpstra
4/1 “A New Beginning in Christian Social Theory”

by Bruce Wearne
4/2 “Animals and the Modal Scale” by C.T. Mclntire

— 4/2 “Mammon and Monetary Policy” by Peter Simons
4/2 “Vollenhoven, Dooyeweerd and Law: A Rejoinder”

by Michael M. Morbey
4/3 “Visions of Life and Social Structure”

by Bernard Zylstra and Hendrik Hart
4/3 “Kirchheimer’s Rechsstaat: An Outline for

Critique” by David Caudifi
4/4 “Calvinism and the Quiet Revolution of Society”

by Richard Reitama
5/2,3 “The Consistent Problem-Historical Method of

Philosophical Historiography” by B.J. vanderWalt

Vol./No. Feature Articles

5/2,3 “Critique of E.J. Echeverria on ‘Post-Critical
Philosophy” by Vaden House

5/2,3 “Understanding Life” by Magnus Verbrugge
5/4 “Rank and Worth” by Al Wolters
5/4 Extracts of articles by legal theorist David Caudill
6/1 “Ground-Motive” by Al Wolters
6/1 “The Socio-Economic Thought of Francis

Wayland” by Bob Wauzzinski
6/2 “On the Distinction Between Continental and

Analytical Philosophy” by William Rowe
6/2 “The Imitation of Christ Theme in the Cultural-

Ethical Ideal of Herman Bavinck” by John Bolt
6/2 “Descartes’ Theory of Contingency”

by Chris Gousmett
6/3 Theses on “Word of God” by Al Wolters
6/3 “First the Jew but also the Greek” by K.J. Popma,

translated by Jack Quartel
6/4 “The Character and Structure of Myth”

by William Rowe
6/4 “A Perspective on Language and Learning”

by Dan Hendriksen
7/1,2 “Bavinck and Kuyper on Creation and Miracle”

by Chris Gousmett
7/1,2 “John Calvin on Creation” by James Olthuis
7/4 “Jaspers’ Chiffre and the Hidden God”

by Jeffrey Dudiak
7/4 “Reflections on Moral Argumentation about

Political Issues” by Harry Kits
8/3 “Morris Berman’s The Re-Enchantment of

the World” by Nigel Douglas
8/3 “Natural Theology: Is It Scriptural?”

by Richard Russell

Total number of papers ordered x $1.00 =

___________

Mama.

Shipping: $ .50 each ($1 overseas) =

____________

TOTAL
$________

Address:

City:_____________________________ Prov/State:_________

Postal/Zip:. Vi, n,,a. (

We accept payment by VISA credit card. Give us your card
number and expiry date and we will charge your account.

VISA*_____________

________

Send to:
ICS, 229 College St., Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5T 1R4

May your Christmas be truly merry, and...
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KEEPING UP WITH

ICS FACULTY

ICS’s senior member in systematic

philosophy, Dr. Hendrik Hart, and

president Dr. Harry Fernijout

recently attended the Inaugural

Conference of the Institute for

Ethics at the Free University in

Amsterdam.

Senior member in Political Theory

Dr. Paul Marshall spoke to a large

group of supporters in Brampton

recently, showing slides and sharing

experiences from his recent sabbati

cal. He also spoke at the annual

meeting of the Canadian Christian

and Scientific Affiliation in

Toronto on the topic “Liberalism

and Pluralism.”

Pluralism was again the topic

when he addressed the National

Board of Inter-Varsity Christian

Fellowship. On a mid-November trip

to the Maritimes, Marshall

addressed the Atlantic Baptist

Convention and attended a one-day

human rights conference at St.

Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in

Moncton that included a round with

two cabinet ministers. He also spoke

to young people’s groups at area

churches in Fredericton, and at the

University of New Brunswick he

spoke on “Human Rights as Liber

ation and Oppression.” He wrapped

up a hectic month by addressing the

Royal Commission on New Repro

ductive Technologies in Toronto on

behalf of the Evangelical Fellowship

of Canada.

Is your address correct?
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Return postage guaranteed
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NEW AND CURRENT PUBLICATIONS FROM ICS

New Books

Search for Community in a Withering Tradition,

by Kai Nielsen and Hendrik Hart $22.95

Norm and Context in the Social Sciences,

by Sander Griffioen and Jan Verhoogt (eds.) $25.95

New Papers

A Cold and Comfcrtless Hermeneutic or a Warm and

Trembling Hermeneutic, by James Olthuis $ 1.00

Woridview and the Future of Christian Higher

Education in North America, by Albert Wolters $ 1.00

Current and Excellent

Setting Our Sights by the Morning Star,

by Hendrik Hart $13.95

Christianity and the Classics,

by Wendy Helleman (ed.) $16.95

The Holy Spirit, by Geoi’ge Vanderve Ide (ed.) $13.95

On Being Human, by Calvin Seerveld $ 7.95

Stained Glass, by Paul Marshall et al. (eds.) $ 15.id)

Social Science in Christian Perspective.

by Paul Marshall and Robert VanderVennen (eds.) $20.95

Subtotal
$________

Add 10% for mailing (mm. $1.00)
$_______

TOTAL $

‘,amc

__________________________________________________ ______________________________

Address

_____________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________ ____________________________

i’rov’S tote_______________

Postal/Zip Ielephnc

_______________

—

We accept payment by Visa credit card. Give us your card number and expiry date and we
will i Icirge your account.

Visa ci.___________________________________ Fxpirv Dale

Send to: ICS, 229 College Street, Toronto, Ontario M5T 1RI

• may 1991 be a rich year of service for you! RJ1 ]
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