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AACS Campus Outreach Program is thriving
by Robert VanderVennen

If you think that the Institute for Christian
Studies is the main focus of the AACS’s effort
to promote Christian scholarship, you’re right.
But if you think it is our only concern, you
should read on.

One of the most exciting aspects of our work in
the past few years has been the “Campus Outreach
Program,” a program that is growing so fast we
can hardly keep up with it, reaching hundreds
of people, and showing itself to be very much
needed. We would like to give you an overview
of what it involves.

Nick Terpstra is a Canadian student who took one
of our perspectives courses last year at
McMaster University in Ontario. At the end of
the course he wrote us, “This course served to
unify different elements of a Christian perspec
tive I had picked up from many sources over the
years——from Christian education, from magazines,
books, conferences and discussions——but which

w.Hart had never really been brought together before.
It gave unity and order to my way of looking at
new insights.”

Sue Bouwer is a student at a college in Pennsylvania who has been getting all

our papers on psychology, philosophy, and a Christian view of man. Last

winter she came to Toronto to attend our January course, which will count

toward her college degree. She has now decided to come to the ICS to study

in the Master of Philosophy program, with the hope of eventually going into
a doctoral program and then into college teaching.

I

University of Toronto

things, and provided me with

Nick and Sue are just two of the Christian students on campuses in North



America, as well as in other countries, who have ap
preciated the Institute’s help in making their Chris
tian convictions count for their studies.

Our outreach programs started in 1959 with the
“Unionville Conferences.” Each year for a decade a
student conference was held to help students see that
there were alternatives to the secular ways they were
being taught, and that it was possible to use a bib
lical perspective that honored Christ in education
rather than ignored Him. Each year these conference
lectures were published as a book in the “Christian
Perspectives” series.

The Institute was started in 1967 because students
wanted more help than they could get in one weekend
a year. Its opening, however, was accompanied by a
drop in the effort to help students on other campuses.
We are now reaching out to these students again, our
services being made possible by the strength of the
research and study that takes place at the Institute.

The perspectives course Nick Terpstra attended at
McMaster was developed by Institute students and
alumni. The course begins with the biblical teaching
of creation, and the meaning of sin and redemption,
moving on to deal with culture and history. The bib
lical teaching is contrastedwith the secular world—
view dominant in society and in higher education,
which puts man in the place of God. The results of
this secular worldview—-the distortion and brokennes
to which students are especially sensitive——are poin..
ed out in the course,

The AACS has sponsored this kind of university campus
teaching for three years. The course was set up by

Tom Malcolm and Harry Anastasiou, with the advice and help of Dr. Peter Steen
who teaches similar courses in Pennsylvania. Last September the basic course
was outlined in a manual, which can now be used as a guideline for others who
wish to teach a similar course elsewhere.

This past year ICS students and alumni taught the course at the University of
Toronto, Scarborough College, McMaster University, and Erindale College. In
addition, Brian Walsh taught a non—credit course in Christian Philosophy at
the University of Toronto, and Peter Doan taught a basic perspectives course
for the members of the Toronto Japanese Gospel Church. Subsidized by the
AACS, this teaching is done with the active cooperation of Inter—Varsity
Christian Fellowship and of various campus chaplaincy ministries.

The AACS has recently taken a step forward in deciding to hire Brian Walsh
part time not only to continue teaching perspectives courses on Ontario cam
puses, but to coordinate and oversee the work of all the course teachers.
According to Nick Terpstra, “Brian Walsh’s native Canadian and evangelical
background, and particularly his good relations with Inter—Varsity staff
persons, make him a good choice for developing and spreading the perspectives
courses.”

I
Teaching perspectives courses is only one of the prongs of our campus out
reach. Another prong is a list of 45 “campus contacts”——chaplains, profes

John Vaik, perspectives
course teacher
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sors, pastors and student workers who regularly receive new
publications written at the Institute, and other papers and
books that can help people deepen their- Christian academic
insight. People like Rev. Tom Oosterhuis in Alberta, Rev.
Remkes Kooistra in Ontario, Dr. Gordon Spykman at Calvin
College in Michigan and Rev. Mark Davies at the University
of South Dakota receive our packages of material, and have
agreed to use this material for students who come to them
for advice. They may lend it out, or sell it and request
replacement copies from AACS. They use our material to
help students, and at the same time they identify for us
students who may be interested in studying at the Institute.

Rev. Remkes Kooi- During the Christmas holidays, I attended an Inter—Varsity

stra one of our conference for students, where I met Eric. Eric is a

“crrm’nus contacts” graduate student in physics, studying for a doctor’s degree
at an Ontario university. He is a dedicated Christian who
is concerned that physics, as taught at all universities,

seems so remote from faith in Jesus Christ. I gave him some of our papers
that explain how secular philosophy has shaped the development of physics.
Some of these papers came out of summer courses held at ICS during past
years. We meet many students like Eric as we attend student conferences; we
show them our books and papers, we tell them about the courses we offer, and
we invite them to discuss the problems they encounter as Christians in secular
classrooms.

The list of papers, books and cassette tapes we can supply (for a fee to co
ver our costs) is steadily growing as Institute research continues and as we
find good work being done by others. Added to those materials is a related
service we have started: preparing bibliographies in fields in which we

( have some competence to guide students in their reading We not only list
the books that students may find helpful, but also give a brief statement
explaining the importance of each book.

We receive a considerable number of letters, phone calls and visits from
people who look to the Institute as a resource center. It is interesting
that we receive many letters from people overseas; we are developing quite
an extensive overseas counseling ministry.

Although the amount of time our staff members are able to spend visiting col
lege and university campuses is severely limited, these visits are very im
portant for us. The Senior Members of the Institute visit campuses when
they travel, and our Western representative, Nick Loenen, works with students
on university campuses as a regular part of his work. During the past win

_____________________

ter our Senior Members gave a series of seven lec
tures on “Christianity and Learning” at the Univer
sity of Toronto.

College and university students who are not able to
study at the Institute for a year or more often have
the chance to take a summer course or a January
course at the Institute, sometimes for credit toward
their degree. Professors and students are of course
also able to take part in the programs we offer for
the general public, including conferences, courses
and lectures.

In various ways we invite people to make use of these
services. We place advertisements in church maga—

Perspective newsletter (USPS 355-530) is
published bi-monthly with an extra issue
in January by the Association for the
Advancement of Christian Scholarship.
229 College Street, Toronto, Ontario,
Canada M5T 1R4.

Authorized Second Class Postage paid,
to the USA and Territories, mailed from
the AACS Foundation, 1677 Gentian
Drive S.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan
49508. All other copies mailed under
authorized Second Class privileges from
Toronto, Ontario. Send all address
changes and other inquiries directly to
AACS, 229 College Street, Toronto,
Ontario, Canada M5T 1R4.
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zines and campus papers, we distribute material at student conferences, and
we maintain contact with a list of about 200 students who have indicated
special interest in our programs. Perspective newsletter, with a mailing
list of about 8000, also helps us get the word out.

The Institute for Christian Studies is certainly a place, a graduate school
where people come to study. But it is more than a place. It is a service,
a ministry, to people in a great variety of situations. We find that the
people who actually decide to come to Toronto to study at ICS are almost
always people who have received our papers, attended lectures we held on
their campuses, or corresponded with us in some other way. Their attendance
at ICS is a natural outcome of earlier services received from the Institute.

The Campus Outreach Program includes a great variety of services, and reach
es a great many people (including people who are not on campuses). It is a
ministry that has grown, and appears to be a real blessing, judging from
words of appreciation we receive. Its strength depends, of course, on the
development of Christian insight from the research work at the Institute, as
well as from the work of Christian people all over. We urge Christian schol
ars to let us know of their work, and to let us make it available to those
who are so eager to receive it.

Robert VanderVennen is Executive Director of the AACS.
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Hesponsibje
Social Action
We invite you to study
Social and Economic Theory
in 1979-80
with other Christians led by
Dr. B. Goudzwaard, Professor
at the Free University of
Amsterdam, author of
Capitalism and Progress
Aid to the Overdeveloped West
A Christian Political Option

Please send me information
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institute for Christian
Studies
229 College St.
Toronto, Ontario Canada
M5T 1R4

Takea Year
orTwo to
Developyour
Christian
Perspective
After your BA., and before
beginning specialized graduate
study or your career, why not study
with us for a year or two. We
specialize in understanding how a
Christian view of life and human
nature can shape academic study
and a career.

Areas we emphasize: the religious
and philosophical issues underlying
aesthetics, politics, history,
theology, psychology, philosophy,
and generally a Christian worldview.

We offer: Master of Philosophy
(M.Phil.) (2 years), Certificate in
Christian Studies (1 year)

Write for in formation to:

Institute for Christian Studies
229 College Street
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5T 1R4

It is also the name of a new informal
quarterly paper of Christian scholars
committed to the inner reformation
(renewal) of learning. By subscribing
you help explore the implications of
creation, fall and redemption for
every academic discipline.

A. Wolters, editor $10/year

D Enclosed is $10 for a one year
subscription
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Prov/State Code
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Is there (political) life after an election?

by Evelyn Kuntz Hielema

A few weeks ago, Canada held its federal election.

In downtown Toronto we saw election signs pop up as

quickly and brightly as the new spring flowers. The

__

papers carried huge front—page photos of the three

contestants. Politics was suddenly the reigning

factor, it seemed, in Canadian life.

Most Canadians were thoroughly confused by their

options. None of the candidates emerged as a clear

leader. Many of us looked eagerly to our favorite

columnist, to groups like the Committee for Justice
S and Liberty, to our friends and sometimes to almost

anyone, for guidance and advice.

Tom Burnham (left) with fel
low Jr. Member Phil Travis Now it’s over. The signs have come down and we’ve

planted flowers or some grass in the holes they left

in our lawns. The candidates have relaxed their smiles and have stopped

knocking on our doors. Joe Clark is in his Prime Ministerial office trying

to run our country. Once again, politics has made its retreat to a more

humble, and perhaps even an isolated place in our lives.

Fortunately, though, there are people who don’t stop thinking about politics

when an election is over. There are people and groups who scrutinize the new

‘
government and its leader, who follow their actions, and who keep the rest of

. us informed of what our votes have meant. There are others who dig up and

examine the roots of such things as Liberalism, or Conservatism, or Marxism,

or Socialism. They study the reason why a certain ideology attracts people

of a country at one time, and why they may reject it four years later. They

study the motives that drive our leaders and governments. What political

philosophers write in their books and articles, and what they teach in uni

versities, influences newspaper columnists, political leaders, political ac

tion groups, and the new generation of voters coming out of the universities.

Bernard Zyistra and his students study political theory at the Institute.

Through their readings and discussions they try to discover the driving for

ces behind political movements or theories. They try to provide Christian

direction in a field that often seems to be dictated by secularism.

Zyistra explained to me in an interview that he wants to confront his

graduate students in political theory with four main things:

(1) “I want them to struggle with the major thinkers of modern political

thought since the time of the Renaissance. I’d like to go back further, but

I have to limit myself someplace, so as a rule we begin with modern thinkers

like Locke, Rousseau, and Marx. These men were the originators of the two

dominant political ideologies today: Liberalism and Marxism.”

(2) “They should come to grips with the main trends in 20th century politi—

Ncal thought.” Here Zyistra particularly focuses on “behavioralism,” which

( “attempts to understand politics primarily in terms of quantitative analysis.

That is, it is interested in gathering ‘pure facts about political matters

(e.g., who votes for whom? how many Members of Parliament vote one way or
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another?). Behavioralisni looks at facts instead of the norms of justice.”
Zyistra and his students also read the modern critics of this view of poli—
tics—-people like Hannah Arendt, Eric Voegelin, and the Canadian George Grant.

(3) “Students at ICS are asked to pay attention to one or two major trends
in Christian political thought.” This includes studying people like Maritai,
Barth, Brunner, Reinhold Niebuhr, John Howard Yoder and Guttierez.

(4) “Finally, in the context of all these conflicting theories, we’re try
ing to develop the building blocks of a reformational political theory,
depending largely on John Calvin, Aithusius, Kuyper and Dooyeweerd and his
school.”

The three JuniOr Members working toward an M.Phil. degree in political theory
with Zyistra this year are Peter Doan, Tom Burnham and David Koyzis. It was
the first year at ICS for Tom and Dave, the second for Peter.

Dave Koyzis grew up in Wheaton, Illinois, and attended Bethel College in
Minnesota. He began there as a voice major, but later switched to political
science, graduating from Bethel with his B.A. in political science last year.
After completing the M.Phil. in political theory at ICS, Dave plans to enrol
in a Ph.D. program, after which he would like to teach.

Part of Dave’s special interest in political theory comes from the fact that
his father was born on the island of Cyprus. Dave has followed with interest
the political turmoil in that country, especially the role of nationalism as
it affects political events. In one of his papers he has analyzed Hannah
Arendt’s idea of the nation—state. Arendt was an American Jewish political
philosopher, born in Germany and twice forced to be a refugee. Her writings
deal with anti—Semitism, totalitarianism and imperialism. Dave will probab—4
ly continue his study of Arendt in the writing of his M.Phil. thesis. Dave

personal background was strongly influenced by the anabaptist tradition, and
he has been doing some work on camparing John H. Yoder to the reformed think
ers.

Dave has been pleased with the past year. He sees his studies at ICS as an
opportunity to sharpen up his research skills in preparation for later studies
at a secular university, and to do this in a Christian, and a somewhat infor
mal context.

Tom Burnham was born in Grand Rapids, Michigan, but his family later moved to
New Jersey where he attended a Christian high school. A few of his teachers
there were AACS supporters, and they led Tom to think already then about
coming to the Institute. He attended Calvin College, where he majored in
philosophy, especially under Dr. Runner, and in political science, graduating
in 1977.

Tom would like to follow up an M.Phil. program at ICS with working for a
Ph.D. or possibly entering law school. His thesis paper at the Institute
will probably deal with the interplay of law and the state.

The things that have most impressed Tom about the Institute are “its willing
ness to criticize American capitalism and liberalism,” and the fact that it
is willing to spend two years doing a critical analysis of Marxism. “It was
a strange thing for a Christian institution to do,” he said. “Many people
have no idea that Marxism is one of the most influential political theories ( ‘
in the world.” Tom said that the past year has been better than he expected,
and that he has been able to study exactly what he had hoped.

Because the M.Phil. program at ICS is being reshaped, making it possible to
6



finish it in two years, Zyistra is now strongly encourag
ing his political theory students to stay to complete

the M.Phil. In the past, when the M.Phil. involved a
longer, heavier study, he would encourage his students to
spend two years at ICS to learn a basic Christian frame
work, and then to move on to a nearby university for a
Ph.D. program. Zyistra maintains regular contact now
with the students who have done that, through a special
monthly graduate seminar in which they discuss their
Ph.D. research work in various stages of completion. In
some cases Zyistra has been invited by the University of
Toronto to join the dissertation committee which supervis

es the work of these students. “This is time—consuming,

but rewarding work,” he says, “and it is important for
the ICS in establishing contacts with nearby universi

ties.

Zyistra also talked about his own development as a poli

tical theorist: “During my sabbatical two years ago I paid special attention

to current development in North American political science. That is evident

in my recent publications on Daniel Bell, George Grant, and modernity.

“Of special interest in my own development has been the ‘South African con

nection’ which confronted me——on three visits to South Africa with Bob

Goudzwaard——with the concrete political problems arising in the conflict bet

ween Western modernizing culture and the non—Western world. This experience

helps me understand not only issues of race and politics but also the current

trends in countries like Iran, and problems closer to home, such as Quebec

nationalism and the place of the native people in Canada. I hope all of

this will lead to publications in the area of justice, political power,

( Afrikaner nationalism and American imperialism.”

Although Zylstra admits that he has not yet found a good way to combine his

new task as Principal with his teaching and writing responsibilities, he

hopes that this situation will improve in the next academic year. This sum

mer Zyistra will be working with the Committee for Justice and Liberty in a

conference on poverty and food, entitled “The Needy Shall Not Always Be

Forgotten.” He will lecture on Christianity and society in the staff train

ing program of the Pittsburgh Coalition for Christian Outreach (with Albert

Wolters). He also hopes to be the Toronto host of Gatsha Buthelezi, Chief of

the Zulus in South Africa, who will come to North America as a guest of the

Association for Public Justice.

Evelyn Kunts Hielema is secretary of the AACS.
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Guest lecturers at ICS

DR. EGBERT SCHUURMAN, Professor of Philosophy at the
Free University of Amsterdam, lectured at the Insti_(
tute on April 19 on “Technology in a Christian—
philosophical perspective.” He was in Toronto to
deliver a paper at the Annual Meeting of the American
Catholic Philosophical Association.

A graduate engineer as well as philosopher, Schuurman
displayed considerable insight into the problems of
modern technology. He explained that technology,
especially in computers, often seems to be autonomous,

Schuurman (left) and Van- out of man’s control. Hence, Christians who are con—

derBurg: differing on the cerned about this development easily become entirely

rightful place of technologij negative about modern technology. This autonomy,
however, is only an appearance. Such a view of

technology depends on and is fed by a spirit of secularization. Schuurman
showed that there is a Christian way of viewing modern culture; unbelief and
disobedience do not have’ the final word——people cannot undo the power of
Jesus Christ.

The listeners were overwhelmed by the magnitude of the problems in technology,
the basic question being “what are the chances of a re—direction in technolo
gy?” Schuurman did not view the situation as hopeless, however. “On the
basis of a new system of values. . .we will be able to promote not the ‘quanti
ty’ of life (for instance, the enlargement of the standard of consumption);
rather we will be able to give more attention to the ‘quality’ of life.
If the engineer will do his work coram Deo, ‘before the face of God,’ he wil3
be able to disclose the meaning and the blessing of technology.”

* * * * *

On April 20, WILLIAM VANDERBURG visited the Institute as guest of the Marxism

seminar. He has studied for four years under Jacques Ellul in France, and
is presently Lecturer in the Philosophy of Technology at the Institute for
the History of Science and Technology at the University of Toronto.

VanderBurg gave a lively presentation on technology and culture. He began
with “what is culture?” and then went on to discuss Ellul’s views on tech
nology, and Ellul’s critique of Marxism. An interesting discussion developed
as most of the listeners tended to be more critical of Ellul’s philosophy
than VanderBurg, while VanderBurg is more negative about the Dooyeweerdian
philosophy.

It was especially important for us to see how VanderBurg developed the idea

of culture as a system, and the distinction that he made between Ellul’s
appreciation for Marx and his critical dismissal of most of the Marxist tra
dition. He ended his talk with a very helpful assessment of Ellul’s contri
bution to the philosophy of technology.

AUDITED STATEMENT AVAILABLE

The audited AACS 1978 Financial Statement is available to anyone wishing a
copy. Order from AACS, 229 College St., Toronto.
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Institute for Christian Studies
229 college Street
Toronto, Ontario, canada
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Comes In From
Test Cruise

As the six graduate students
and their skipper come back
to port after the first year’s
voyage on the Worldview
excursion at the Institute for
Christian Studies, people on
shore are wondering whether
the trip is worth taking.

The short answer is that
it’s a great trip for those who
are ready for it.

Hendrik Hart and his six
students found it a tough but
valuable experience to think

( ) about the word of God and
so to develop a keener
sensitivity to the nitty gritty
details of an obedient
Christian life. And in the
process they found out a lot
about themselves.

Say that you are a college
graduate with a good (or not
so good) job but are unhappy
about drifting along in a
secular stream, knowing that
the set-up of the job —

maybe the way people are
being treated or the
motivations and rewards used
— are all wrong. You may not
quite be able to figure out
what’s wrong, or how to
make the situation Christianly
right. You need more
theology, and social theory,
but not in a “theoretical”
bookish way so much as in a

. practical way. The Institute for
Christian Studies has set up a
one-year study program to
help. How has it worked for

the first people who have
taken the trip? There are six
of them, and here is their
story.

Sue is an American, the
only one of the six who has
come straight from college
graduation. She is a creative
writer, mostly of stories, and
wanted a year to work out
some intellectual problems
she was finding in her writing.
Magdalena is a South
African computer specialist
with experience in teaching
math to school children.
While her husband, a
professional architect, was
taking some advanced study
at the University of Toronto,
Magdalena wanted to work at
some scientific and political
problems she has bumped
against. Terry’s home is
Montreal. After a university
degree in physical education
and two years of work in a
church he wanted to deepen
his Christian worldview
before starting a graduate
program to equip him to
become a pastor counsellor.

Barb lives in Pennsylvania
from where she took a leave
of absence from her job in a
nursing home for the aged.

She found that there are
basic problems in the way
society treats the aged and
she wanted to find
alternatives from a Christian
perspective. John is a
Canadian, a civil engineer
and urban planner who came
to this Institute program from
three years of development
relief work in Bangladesh
with a church agency. His
goal this year was to find a
way to relate his theory —

theology, social analysis — to
practical problems, finding
that good Christian intentions
are not enough to direct
change in complex
interwoven situations. Marj
is a singer and writer of
Christian songs who felt her
worldview was changing and
needed to change. She
wanted to add other modern
types of songs to her gospel
song repertoire, but didn’t
feel the freedom to do it.
She needed time to reflect in
a supportive, structured
setting.

Dr. Hendrik Hart,
philosophical theorist at the
Institute for ten years,
accepted the challenge of
molding a program for these
six people (who had not
known each other until the
first day of class) so they
could share in learning that
brought together their



common quest but also
stimulated and fed their
separate goals.

Orientation and “getting to
know you” were helped by
the fact that Dr. Hart could
take everyone to a cottage on
the Georgian Bay for the first
three days. The cottage
setting as ideal for a retreat
agenda, which was to bring
the seven of them together
into a group, a team. They
shared their personal
biographies, their personal
hopes and their goals for the
coming year together. They
also shaped the format for the
year’s study program. It
turned out to be a sound
format which held up well
during the year.

From Georgian Bay to the
streets of downtown Toronto
is not as great a distance as
change of scene, but the
change was needed to
explore the resources of the
city that could be used during
the coming year. The group
visited libraries, government
offices and archives,
denominational headquarters,
and numerous Christian
agencies.

The rest of the year’s full-
time study program was
divided into three phases of
nine weeks each. The first
phase concentrated on
biblical foundations, the
second on philosophical
issues, and the third on the
practical application of
Christian thinking to the
specific area of each persons’
interest. Throughout the
entire year each student had
a weekly conference with Dr.
Hart about his or her work.

For the biblical foundations
phase the group met as a
class for six weeks, three days
each week. Dr. Hart lectured

and led the group discussion
on biblical concepts that were
brought up by the students
and related to their
backgrounds. During the final
three weeks of this phase
there were no classes while
each student worked on a
paper using the Bible to lay a
foundation for thinking in the
subject area of his or her
special interest. For example,
Sue wrote about the issue of
truthfulness in stories, Terry
did a biblical study of the
Kingdom of God as a context
for counselling work, Barb
looked for biblical norms for
the aging process, and John
wrote a paper on the Old
Testament Year of Jubilee,
using that to discover a
biblical guideline for the way
we treat our property and
possessions.

The same format was used
for the nine-week study of
philosophical foundations,
with the exception that Dr. Al
Wolters took one of the six
weeks of lectures. The papers
often but not always followed
the theme of the first phase.
Sue worked on the meaning
of evil in Christian stories,
Magdalena wrote on the
history of scientism, Barb
wrote on how a worldview
determines the way society
treats older people, and John
wrote a long paper outlining
aspects of economic history
which show how we as
consumers have developed

wants which lead to many of
the evils of corporatism. Marj
continued to work to develop
her personal worldview, and in
the process wrote on the
meaning of the “spiritual.”
Terry, instead of following
further on his project of the
first phase, wrote a paper
identifying and critiquing the
worldview that lies behind
the popular child-rearing
book, Parent Effectiveness
Training.

The third phase brought
the students into direct
contact with the other faculty
members at the Institute. Each
faculty member spent a week
with the group to work with
biblical-academic concepts in
his field, demonstrating how
they can be used to address
certain practical problems.
The fields included aesthetics
(Calvin Seerveld), economics
(Sander Griffioen), history
(Thomas Mclntire), political
science (Bernard Zylstra), and
theology. In theology James
Olthuis presented biblical
views of man and showed
how they relate to
therapeutic counselling, and
George Vandervelde showed
how different views of
Christ’s second coming affect
the way people live their daily
lives. This formed the in-class
backdrop to the project on
which each student worked.

The third phase is clearly
the most difficult — it’s the
place where the rubber hits
the road. People with college
degrees know how to think,
read and write about ideas,
but it’s a different matter to
put ideas into practice. But it
was to make their Christian
woridview usable that these
people came to the ICS for
this year.

So the third phase is the
acid test, by which each
person finds out whether he

(



or she can use good ideas to
make a difference in an actual
working situation. It is also a
test of whether the
Worldview program is a good
one for these six people and
for the larger Christian
community.

To answer these “test”
questions, let’s look at what
the students did in this
difficult third phase.
• Terry made a study of the
pastoral ministry of a local
congregation and wrote a
paper for the congregation,
identifying the strengths and
weaknesses of its pastoral
ministry and offering specific
advice to improve this
ministry. This will also help
Terry in his studies in the
pastoral training program he
is entering.
• Magdalena prepared a set
of curriculum plans in
mathematics for Christian
elementary school teachers,
using what she learned about
how the philosophy of math
has developed over the years.
She especially studied the way
that religious faith shapes
mathematical thinking.
• Barb’s concern for older
people led her to use her
biblical and philosophical
ideas to make a plan for
model housing that would
especially provide for the
needs of the elderly, while
allowing them to live among
helpful people of all ages.
Her plan for “a multi-age
house” could re-direct our
thinking about the place of
older people in society in
ways that are more Christianly
sensitive.
• Marj is working on some
new songs that express her
deepened faith, songs that we
may hear in person some day,
or on albums that will build
on those she has recorded
earlier.



• John’s third-phase project
includes a paper in which he
suggests how to make daily
purchasing decisions that help
free our lives from economic
oppression and guilt. He
helps us look behind the
prices of things to the way
the environment and energy
are used in preparing them,
exposing possible corporate
exploitation of the poor. He is
following up this paper by
working with the CJi
(Committee for Justice and
Liberty) Foundation to
prepare discussion-and-action
kits to be used by small
groups of people in their
local communities.
• Sue did a 47-page study
called “A Christian Critique
of Novel Writing” in which
she analyzed the very
different ways Flannery
O’Connor and Sinclair Lewis
deal with the same subject
matter in their novels,
different because one is a
Christian and the other is not.
Understanding distinctive

Dr. H. Hart
Institute for Christian Studies
229 College Street
Toronto, Ontario M5T 1R4

Dear Dr. Hart:

Please send me more information and
an application for the Worldview
program.

Name

Christian ways of writing
fiction will directly help Sue
in her own writing of fiction.

Each of these people has
put ideas into practice in one
way or another. Some of
them feel better about the
results than others, but they
have all stretched themselves
in new ways for their own
benefit and that of the
Christian community. Dr. Hart
is delighted with the results,
convinced that the students
have grown in ways they
would not have thought
possible at the start of the year.

The students gave the
eight-month program very
high marks in their communal
evaluation. They wrote: “The
program gave us an overall
framework for life with really
practical import. It drew the
loose ends of our lives
together, and made us aware
of our responsibilities. It
clarified our lives from a
biblical perspective. Our
needs for coming here were
met.”

In his evaluation of the
program, Dr. Hart
emphasized that it is an
academic program which can
be offered only to people
who have the background of
solid undergraduate degree
study. What is special about
the program is that it takes
that academic background
and makes it serve practical
concerns. Too often people
enter jobs after college
graduation and find that their
education seems to have
been in a different world
from that of’the job.
Connections between study
and action are poorly made.

For the Christian Worldview
program a person needs a
college education but also
some job experience — or
else a very clear knowledge
of a job that is planned — to
benefit from the program.
The program is not intended
just to help people “get their
heads straight.” Nor is it
designed as an evangelistic
outreach; it is for Christians
who have a sense of purpose,
but may not be clear on how
to achieve that purpose. It is a
full-time program of study,
starting the week of Labor
Day and running to the end
of April, with a few weeks off
at Christmas. It leads to the
Certificate in Christian Studies

I from the Institute.
It’s been an exciting year

I for these six people, this first
year of the Christian

I Worldview program. It was
different from anything they
had ever done before. They
have learned something
about themselves, about their
faith, and about making their
faith count in their daily
activities. That’s what this

I program is all about.

This information replaces that given in
the 1977-79 Academic Bulletin vf the
Institute for Christian Studies.

Address

Comments

I

(..



From the Principal’s point of view
by Bernard Zyistra

The Antirevolutionary Party of Holland (ARP) celebrated its 100th birthday
in the week of April 2—7. Centennials are a common occurrence in the reformed
community of Holland today. The spiritual revival of Dutch Protestantism,
which goes back to the 1820’s, took on cultural shape in the 1870’s and
1880’s. The Christian school movement was organized on a national footing
in 1878. In 1880 the Free University was established. In 1879 the ARP was
organized as Holland’s first real political party. Its centennial celebra—
tion included the unveiling of a statue of Abraham Kuyper in the halls of
parliament in The Hague, a massive rally in Rotterdam (where Dr. Bob Goud
zwaard presented the closing address), and an international conference on
Christian politics in the seaside resort of Noordwijk aan Zee.

This conference brought together many political leaders from the major Chris
tian parties in Holland and from many other countries: Denmark, Norway,
Sweden, Finland, West Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Belgium, France, Portu
gal, Italy, England, Chile, Aruba and Curaçao (former Dutch colonies in the
Caribbean), the United States and Canada.

I found it most interesting that all of the North American participants in
this conference are members of the AACS! Rockne McCarthy (Trinity Christian
College) and James Skillen (Dordt College) represented the Association for
Public Justice in the USA. John Olthuis and Gerald Vandezande were there
on behalf of the Committee for Justice and Liberty; Henk Kuntz on behalf of

( the Christian Labour Association of Canada. Stanley Carison—Thies, a former
ICS student, was there because he is working on a dissertation dealing with
Dutch pluralist politics. I was there primarily because, as the political
theorist at the ICS, I have for many years maintained active contacts with
the ARP and the Kuyper Institute, its study center. Finally, H. Evan
Runner (Calvin College) had the best reason for being there——he presented
one of the ten lectures.

Runner’s speeches have played a crucial role in the reformational movement
on this side of the ocean since 1950 because, in the immense complexity of
social and cultural problems, he has always been able to get to the spiri
tual heart of the issues at stake.

The main issue within the ARP today is its fusion next year with the Chris
tian Historical Union, Holland’s second Protestant party, and the Catholic
People’s Party. Already today these three parties are “federated” into a
single parliamentary caucus. While the most significant political develop
ment in Holland in the last century was the birth of Christian political
parties as an alternative to the conservative and liberal movements, the
fusion of the three confessional parties may well be the most significant
development in Holland in this century—--for better or worse! In his con
cluding words, Runner spoke of the new union, the Christian Democratic
Appeal, in language that hopefully will be heeded in the future. His
words carry weight for us as well.

The proposed CDA may be more feasible at this point than I imagine.
Actually, it all depends on what is going on here, what is taking place
in your hearts. It could be that this move for union stems from very
worldly considerations, such as to strengthen your power as parties of
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the Right. Or the desire to merge.. .could be an instance of the pheno
menon of disconnection with the past, of the past’s no longer nurturing

us. I will not easily believe that that is what is happening among you.
And if your desire is, together with your Catholic colleagues, to let the
appal., the call of God, come through to men concretely in the political
life of this nation in the first place, to men in their awfully tormented
lostness, who would dare to say that you do not stand at a new and wonder
ful frontier, a terra incognita. At the cutting-edge of history things are
always uncertain. There are no recognizable landmarks. Risks have to
be taken. But the God of history is always with His people in the fellow
ship of the Holy Spirit, and He has promised victory. The Spirit, driving
the creation onward to its appointed end, works mysteriously, beyond the
ways our traditional imaginations can conceive.

I hope that when the ICS celebrates its centennial, someone will be around

to challenge us in this manner!

Bernard Zylstra is Senior Member in Political Theory at the Institute, as
well as serving as its Principal.

A message from Marcia
I was reading the gospel of Matthew today——especially chapter 6 helps to heal

a sore spot in my life:

do not be anous about your life, what you shall eat or what you shall drink, (
nor about your body, what you shall put on.. . Look at the birds of the air: they
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious
can add one cubit to his span of life?. . . But seek first His kingdom and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well.

I am very concerned——to be honest, worried——about where the money will come

from this summer to pay our salaries and other program expenses. Although our

finances are a little improved over last year, our income still has run short

of our expenses giving us a large deficit for the first five months of the

year. I remember last year’s large shortage and this seems just as serious.

Yet, we want to avoid the drastic measures (like salary cuts) we had to take

last year to make ends meet.

It’s ironic-—in spite of our money problems the ICS has just finished one of

its best years. We’ve had the largest number of new students ever enrolled in

our master’s program. Six students have completed the new Christian Worldview

program. Two years of interdisciplinary work on a Christian critique of Marx

ism is resulting in a book manuscript jointly written by the Institute staff.

Our campus outreach program is thriving.

Do not be anxious.. .At times, this is a real exercise of faith. We know that

our God is faithful and full of surprises. He has repeatedly provided for
our needs through the gifts of His people in ways we never expected.

I wanted you to know how short we are on money and our struggle not to be
anxious about it. Please pray that we as an Institute may learn to daily
seek first God’s Kingdom and His righteousness.

Marcia Hollingsworth is Director of Development of the AACS.
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AACS/ICS news

We are very happy that we have been able to add Rosanne Lopers Sweetman
to our staff, to work part time in organizing and coordinating educational

services. This includes arranging lecture tours, conferences, and special
courses, as well as doing most of the administrative work for our new quar
terly academic journal Anakainosis. Rosanne grew up in Drayton, Ontario.
She graduated from Calvin College in 1977 with a B.A. in French, and then
worked two years for Calvin College as admissions counselor and Canadian
student recruitment officer. She is married to Robert Sweetman, who attended
the Institute this past year and is now entering the Pontifical Institute
in Toronto for graduate studies in history.

* C.T. Mclntire travels to England for a month this summer to complete re
search for a new book to be entitled Herbert Butterfield: Historian and

Religious Thinker. It will be a short (150—180 pages) analytical study of
Butterfield who is one of the twentieth century’s two or three most signi
ficant writers on history and historical writing. Mclntire has been invited
to be a guest of Peterhouse, Cambridge, during his stay.

* From May 4-8, Institute Junior Members Brian Walsh and Richard Middleton
attended the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship student leadership camp

held near Port Sydney, Ontario. Walsh gave one of the keynote addresses,
entitled “Discipleship and the World,” and led two seminars on “Alternative
Christian Lifestyles,” and “Social Action on Campus.” Middleton, a graduate
of the Jamaica Theological Seminary, preached in the Sunday morning worship
service. Attending the conference were all the Ontario Inter—Varsity staff(members, along with most of next year’s Inter—Varsity chapter student lead
ers, a total of 75—80 people. Nearly every university in Ontario was repre—
sented at the camp.

* Bernard Zylst.ra spoke on “The Christian Reformed Church in American Cul
ture” at a meeting of ministers and theologians held on the Dordt College

campus on April 18. The other two speakers were Dr. Edwin Palmer, executive
secretary of the New International Version of the Bible, who spoke on “The
Church and Social Issues,” and Mr. McKendree Langley, assistant professor of
church history at the Reformed Theological Seminary in Jackson, Mississippi,
who presented an address entitled “The Political Spirituality of Abraham
Kuyper.”

* Many AACS members and supporters have seen slides, heard lectures and par
ticipated in intense discussions of South Africa. Two ICS staff members

have visited that country and Institute students have come from there. Many
of our readers are therefore acquainted with Tony Russell, leader of the Loft
in Johannesburg, driving force behind RASP (Reformational African Studies
Project), and a key person in the activities surrounding the Koinonia Decla
ration. Tony continues his hard work for change in that country at great per
sonal risk. Just before Easter we heard that he had been attacked by three
persons who had stabbed, beaten and drugged him and who had taken and de
stroyed his car. Now, at the end of May, we hear that he has been beaten
once again, and worse, shot at. Further, his organization has been weakened
by the discovery of unreliable (from a political and security point of view)

—- members, who were involved near the top. In a call to one of our staff mem—
(bers Tony urged us to support his undiminished efforts through prayer, writ

ing letters of encouragement, financial support and in whatever other ways
are open to us. Those who wish to have more information can contact the AACS
office. The AACS/ICS Staffs and the ICS Junior Members wish Tony well.
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The needy shall not always be forgotten — Ps. 9:18

This is the theme for a summer seminar on Christian responsibility for the

distribution of wealth and food in which the Institute will participate.

This one week seminar, July 30 - August 3, is offered by the Committee for

Justice and Liberty (CJL) for groups and individuals interested in working

on proposals for action, nationally and locally, in these areas.

Dr. James Olthuis of the Institute will give the keynote address entitled,

Personal growth and societal renewal.’t Other speakers will include repre

sentatives from the Christian Farmers Federations of Ontario and of Western

Canada, the Christian Labour Association of Canada and the Curriculum Devel

opment Centre. For more information, write to the CJL, 3rd floor, 229 College

Street, Toronto, Ontario M5T 1R4.

Bill Rowe is awarded 12th M.Phil. degree

In the last issue of Perspective we read about the

work of Bill Rowe and about his acceptance into the

Ph.D. program at Duquesne University, Pennsylvania,

to study philosophy. On Monday, May 7, Bill came to

the Institute to expose his Master’s thesis to the

formal questioning of his mentor Al Wolters and two

other examiners. His work on the Greek philosopher

Anaximander stood the test and was accepted with
Graduate BZZ Roze (r-tght)

great approval. Bill’s is the 12th Master of Philo

sophy degree awarded by the Institute.

What is a gift annuity?

To many people, gift annuities sound very complicated. They aren’t, really.

A gift annuity is a special way of giving that can benefit you and the AACS.

A gift annuity is a gift you make to a charitable cause, for which you re

ceive an income in return for as long as you live. The gift, like all gifts,

cannot be returned.

This is one of the plans offered by Christian Stewardship Services, on be

half of the AACS and its other sponsors. You will be paid a fixed amount of

_________________

money each year based on the amount of the gift, your
age, and on the rate schedule set up for this purpose.

While the annuity is being paid to you, your gift will

be invested in a responsible Christian manner. This

assures you that regular payments will always be made.

When the contract ends at the time of your death (or
the death of the second person in joint annuities) the

portion remaining in the investment is turned over to

the charity of your choice for its work in the King

dom. Your gift lives on after you, but it also pro
vides for your needs while you live.

For more information on gift annuities or other giv
ing opportunities, write Marcia Hollingsworth, Direc
tor of Development, AACS, 229 College Street, Toronto,
Ontario, Canada M5T 1R4.

AAC S
229 College
Toronto, Ontario

Sponsor
Christian

Stewardship

Services



DEAR READER:

Do you have friends, relatives or colleagues who may be interested in the

(work of AACS, but who know very little about it? If so, please print their

names and addresses below. We will introduce them to the work of the

Institute and AACS, and give them the opportunity to receive Perspective

newsletter.

Please PRINT, and include postal or zip codes.

Names and addresses Comments Names and addresses Comments

Your name

___________________________

address

______________________________

Please indicate beside the person’s name whether he/she has a particular
interest which may help us choose the literature we send this person. Also

indicate any who are students and tell us their area of study.

You may — may not — use my name when introducing these people to the

work of the Institute and AACS.

Any other comments:

TO MAIL: Tear off this page and send to: AACS, 229 College Street,

Toronto, Ontario M5T 1R4
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How can AACS serve you?

We want to remind you that our stock room is brimming with papers and tapes
just waiting to be ordered. They cover a great variety of topics, from
philosophy to science to biblical studies to politics. Below is a small
sampling of some of the things we have available.

Please send me the items I have checked off:

Samples of some of our papers cost

— John Brouwer: The Year of Jubilee 75ç

— Harry Vander Velde: A Study of the Book of Ruth 75ç

— Paul Schrotenboer: The Christian Student in the Modern
University 75ç

— Calvin Seerveld: Reading the Bible at Home as a Family free

— Sander Griffioen: The Economy is our Christian Business free

Samples of some of our cassette tapes

Gordon Spykman: The Church’s Marching Orders:
Between D-Day and V-Day $4.00

— Calvin Seerveld: How to Read the Book of Proverbs $3.00

— a list of all your papers available

— a list of all your cassette tapes

— the brochure describing the 1979 Niagara Conference: The Groaning of
Creation for Restoration”

— an application for membership in AACS

— information on the AACS Academic Papers subscription series

information on Anakainosis, the quarterly reformational academic journal
published by AACS

Name

_____________________________

I enclosed $_____ in payment for
papers and tapes I have ordered

Address

_________________________

(please add 75ç postage & handling
for orders $1.50 and over).

(
Order from: AACS, 229 College St., Toronto, Ontario M5T 1R4
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Although two months have passed since Al Wolters spoke for our school communi
ty, we have thought many times about the presentation that he made. We ap
preciated the time that he took out of a busy schedule to come and share his
insights into the need for a Christian world—and—life view. Much research
has been conducted in recent years into this whole area, and it was challeng
ing to us to be confronted with this intensIve approach. . . .The impact on
Christian education of the ICS is great, and we do appreciate the leadership
that is being shown in this area.

Quebec

I just had to respond to the article on “Friendship” by James Olthuis in the
March/April issue of Perspective. It touched me deeply and I am very glad
that Mr. Olthuis expressed so much joy and richness in a true friendship. I
agree with him and pity the person who has not found a “friend.” Thank you
again for this beautiful insert.

Willowdale

According to your schedule you are planning to come to our town on April 18...
This congregation’s experiences with representatives of AACS in the past seem
to have turned off the people for quite some time. I was advised to have you
informed.

Albert a

(‘ Reply: I was sorry to read that your people have unhappy memories of AACS contacts of
the past. .. . It is difficult to regain lost confidences, yet it needs to be done. Not
because AACS is important; organizations come and go, but the Lordship of Jesus remains
forever. It is the Lordship of Jesus that AACS seeks to acknowledge and serve... .My
purpose is to listen to people, to ask them how they feel Christians should relate to
the world.. .and what part the AACS can play in that.

On behalf of the Campus Ministry Committee of Classis Hamilton, I would like
to show our appreciation for the work of Brian Walsh of the ICS, who for the
past academic year has been teaching a course on Christian Perspectives to
students at McMaster. Although we had hoped for better attendance in terms
of the number of regularly attending students, yet those who were faithful
are very enthusiastic and appreciative according to our chaplain. Thanks
again for your fine contributions and we wish you God’s blessings in your
many endeavours.

Ontario

Enclosed please find a bank draft in the amount of $500. Please use this gift
in the way you feel it will be most productive. I’m happy to be able to share
of my blessings here, and money is one of them. Christians here are very
thankful to have such a large Christian community. We may not worship pub
licly, but we have regular church services in a Western compound recreation
center for at least 600 people. Needless to say, your newsletter is much
appreciated here to help keep me in touch with happenings at home. I pray

L,that God continue to bless your work everywhere. He certainly does provide.

Saudi Arabia
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AACS summer conferences

ONTARIO - August 3-6

Theme: The Groaning of Creation for Restoration

Speaker: Dr. Maarten Vrieze, Professor of Philosophy
Trinity Christian College, Illinois

“What has the doctrine of creation
to do with our idea of society?” (Rev. John Bolt)

“The wisdom of God and the
foolishness of man” (Dr. Hendrik Hart)

“Social action: alternative Christian
perspectives” (Harry Antonides)

“Coping with stress in a disintegrating
society” (Mary VanderVennen and Kenneth Van Wyk)

“The place of the church in a renewal of
society” (Rev. Louis Tamminga)

Location: Niagara Christian College, Fort Erie, Ontario

Registrar: AACS, 229 College St., Toronto

(A children’s program is also offered throughout the weekend)

ALBERTA - August 3-6

Theme: Liturgy in the Christian Church

Speaker: Dr. Nicholas Wolterstorff, Professor of Philosophy,

Calvin College, Michigan

Workshops: to be announced

Location: Alberta Evangelical Camp, Didsbury, Alberta

Registrar: Ron Ebbers, 9423 108A Ave., Edmonton, Alberta

BRITISH COLUMBIA/WASHINGTON - August 31-September 3

Freedom and Stewardship

Dr. Gordon Spykman, Professor of Religion F4
Theology, Calvin College, Michigan

Workshops: to be announced (
Location: Lakeside Bible Camp, Whidbey Island,

Washington State

Registrar: Margaret Vegt, 907-5th St., New Westminster, B.C.

Workshops:

Theme:

Speaker:
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