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Van der Hoeven lectures on a Christian critique
of Marxism by Evelyn Kuntz Hielema

The Institute had the honour of welcoming Dr.
Johan van der Hoeven to its classrooms during the
first four months of 1978. Van der Hoeven teaches
philosophy at the Free University in Amsterdam, and
has aspecial interest in the thought of Karl Marx.
He gave eleven special lectures on this topic dur
ing his stay in Toronto, and was of great help to
the Institute community as it worked on a Chris
tian critique of Marxism.

In Bernard Zylstra’s words, Van der Hoeven is “one
of the outstanding Reformed philosophers at the
Free University today. He is continuing the tradi
tion of Biblically directed philosophy that Kuyper,
Dooyeweerd and Vollenhoven started at the Free
University.” Zyistra points out that especially
because Van der Hoeven is an expert in contemporary
European philosophy, he could contribute much to
the ICS discussions, since none of the Senior Mem

Dr. Johan van der Hoeven hers at ICS now, except Sander Griffioen, are as
well acquainted with that branch of philosophy.

Van der Hoeven received most of his formal education in philosophy from
Professor Mekkes at the University of Leiden. Mekkes’ main concern was
the study of European philosophy in the light of Biblical revelation. It
was this special concern that led Van der Hoeven to study under him.
During this time in Leiden Van der Hoeven met Hendrik Hart and Bernard
Zyistra, who were studying at the Free University at that time. In 1963,
when Professor Vollenhoven retired from the Free University, Van der
Hoeven was one of three persons to take his place (along with Professor
Van Riessen and Professor Van Peursen). Today he still serves there as
professor of modern philosophy.

Van der Hoevents lectures at ICS were part of a nine-month stay in North
America. From September to December, 1977, he taught at Calvin College,
and then came to the ICS to lecture and continue his own research there
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until May. His time at the ICS was a gift from the Free University, and
the AACS had no financial commitments besides providing return transpor
tation to the Netherlands for the Van der Hoeven family.

Van der Hoeven believes that “Christians have to take Marx very serious

ly because Marx is so very close to Christianity and at the same time so
very far from it.” He sees Marxist philosophy as an embodiment of the
spirit of post-Christian thought.

As an example of this, Van der Hoeven talked at length about the theme
of suffering. In the Bible, suffering is a very real part of human life.
Even God Himself, in Christ, had to suffer to save His suffering people.
Marx considered suffering to be an important theme too- -he saw the work-
king class as the suffering victims of injustice.

Yet the Bible and Marx give radically different answers to the questions
of where suffering originated, and how humanity is redeemed from it.
Bernard Zylstra explains Van der Hoeven’s point this way: “While the
Bible relates the deepest cause of suffering to the evil that comes from
man’s heart, which must be overcome by faith in the suffering but risen
Lord, in Marx suffering occurs basically because of the evil structures
of the social order, and for him redemption can only come through a re
volution that changes those structures.”

For Van der Hoeven, Marxism is such an important and dangerous philosophy
because it views itself as a substitute for Christianity. He sees Marxism
as really one of the most consistent and most popular post-Christian
religions. As Sander Griffioen explains it, “In Marxism there is a great
concentration on the liberation of workers from their state of-humilia
tion. Individuals are expected to empty themselves for this goal. If
there is one thing our study of Marxism should teach us, it is that we, (
as Christians, must be at least as willing to empty ourselves for the
cause of the Kingdom of God.”

The ICS community was especially happy that Van der Hoeven’s lectures
were able to serve more than just the Senior and Junior Members. Several
students and professors from Toronto universities attended the lectures
as well, and they were grateful for Van der Hoeven’s ability to deal with
the very heart of Marxist philosophy without being caught up by• it.

One political science professor from York University said the lectures
were one of the most unusual events she had experienced in her academic
career. She felt that secular universities are not able to give any real
critique of Marxism, because the professors are usually Marxists them
selves, or otherwise are not able to escape from using Marxist terms to
give their critique. A York University student also experienced the
seminars as “a breath of fresh air.”

Calvin Seerveld expressed the ICS’s thankfulness to Van der Hoeven after
he delivered his last lecture: “We have sensed in your methodology and
style that yours is an analysis that has gone through the prism of suf
fering, pained that so much intelligence in God’s world could be awry,
yet certain that people may be pointed to the Truth if we do obedient
study of all things in history. It has been very good. The rich texture
of thought and precision of language has always had the underlying sim
plicity of biblical conviction and insight. We have heard that clearly (
and are very thankful.”

Evelyn Kuntz Hielema is secretary of the AACS.
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Trustees face financial deficit head-on
by Herman Praamsma

Finding ways to deal with the press
ing financial problems was uppermost
in the minds of members of the AACS
Board of Trustees at the meeting held
May 31 - June 2. For several hours
the Board dealt with recommendations
of the staff aimed at trying to turn
around what has been a monthly finan
cial deficit.

When we speak about finances one thing
should be said first: a hearty Thank
yq! to all our members and supporters
iho have stood by us and have come
through in such a marvelous way in the

Trustee Jan de Konang and past half year. The problems have not
Dr. Calvin Seerveld disappeared overnight, but we thank

God for faithful supporters.

The actions of the Board in the financial area can be summarized as
follows:

Short Range:

* A Special Institute Drive will be held in the coming months (see page
23). The Board members who were present (eleven of them) started the
campaign already by pledging an average of one-fourth of a month salary
a piece, a total of $3750. This is indeed a show of solidarity with
the AACS/ICS staffs whose wages- were cut 25% in May!

* There has been an appeal to Christian Reformed churches for prayer and
offerings.

* We are aiming for a balanced budget for the remainder of 1978.

* Support grants to the Curriculum Development Centre (CDC) will be cut
back by 25% for the balance of the year, subject to review at the end
of the year.

* All staff salaries are to be cut by’ 10% in June and by 5% for the re
mainder of the year. Salary cuts will be distributed in accordance
with personal needs and circumstances.

* Efforts continue to rent the remaining space at 229 College Street.

Long Range:

* No ICS appointments will be made in the foreseeable future to fill the
vacancies left by departing Senior Members.

* Tuition revision for the ICS is in process.

* Balanced budgets (ufaithrea1istic??) are the goal for the years ahead,
including the paying off of our deficit.

* We will continue our cooperation with Christian Stewardship Services.
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* A high level of interaction with our
supporting community, also through pre
sent and future field representatives,
is one of our goals.

* There will be a membership drive in (
Canada and the U.S. next year.

The Board gratefully acknowledges the
many communications sent in by our suppor
ters. Your letters are read by all Board
Members, criticism is taken to heart, and
helpful suggestions are followed up.
We truly value those close contacts with
our “grass roots”! It is only through
our combined efforts and prayers that we
can continue to make the contribution
that we feel is so very necessary in the
world of scholarship.

The “face” of the Board will change somewhat in the near future since the
terms of three Trustees have come to an end: Dr. James Skillen moved out
of Region 4. Jan de Koning and Herman Praamsma have completed their first
full term in Region 7 and are re-eligible. Gerry Clements has completed
a three-year term representing Alberta. Dr. Henk Van Andel was welcomed
as our new representative from Eastern Canada. Three new Curators were
appointed as well. All three reside in the Toronto area. Dr. Lawrence
Lynch, Dr. Richard Longenecker and Dr. Mary’ Stewart Van Leeuwen accepted
the appointments and responsibility extended by the Trustees (see page 5),

On the ICS front: two-year re-appointments were extended to professors (
Sander Griffioen and Al Wolters. However, Griffioen has indicated that
he will be leaving in the fall of 1979 to take up work in The Netherlands
again. Dr. Arnold De Graaff has also indicated that around that same
time he may increase his involvement in the area of counselling, and would
then be able to teach at the Institute only on a halftime basis. This
means that the Institute Staff may be decreased by one and a half persons
in September, 1979.

The Trustees, acting on recommendations from the Curators and ICS Staff,
decided to appoint Dr. Bernard Zylstra as Principal of the Institute for
a four-year term, beginning this coming September. You will find more
details on this on page 24. Accreditation remains a top priority for the
Institute. We were very happy to note that one of the ICS students, Don

________________________

Sinnema, who holds an ICS M.Phil. degree, has
been accepted into the doctoral program of
St. Michael’s College, a college affiliated
with the University of Toronto. It is grati
fying to see that the calibre of work done
at the Institute is gaining appreciation
from those in the wider academic world.

“Whole-hearted and without reservation” were
the words used to recommend the re-appointment
of Dr. R.E. VanderVennen as Executive Director
of the AACS. Bob is much appreciated by the (
staff and by the Boards, and his re-appointment
was unanimous. The Board once again commended

.1 the entire front office staff for their con-

Trustees Van Dyk, Clements and Piers

Perspective newsletter is published bi
monthly with an extra issue in January by the
Association for the Advancement of Christian
Scholarship, 229 College Street, Toronto,
Ontario Canada M5T 1R4.

Authorized Second Class Postage pafd, to
the USA and Territories, mailed from the
AACS Joundation, 1677 Gentiart Drive SE.,
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49508. All other
copies mailed under authorized Second Class
privileges from Toronto, Ontario. Send all
address changes and other inquiries directly
to AACS, 229 College Street, Toronto,
Ontario, Canada M5T 1R4.
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tinued excellent work and fine spirit of cooperation. It was noted with
regret that Terry Tollefson will not be assisting us in Student Services
in the coming year, since he has been accepted into graduate school. We

will have to look for someone else in the area of student recruitment
and campus education.

From time to time painful personal situations occur, especially when they

concern an individual’s relationship to his church. The Board genuinely
regrets this, and would like publicly to go on record in the following
way: “That all AACS members are urged to maintain the fellowship of the

body of Christ, ‘eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace’ (Eph. 4:3).”

It is not so easy to convey on paper the real sense of struggle and res

ponsibility that were experienced by those who took part in the discus

sions and decisions. The longer one serves on a Board, the more one is

aware of the real need for prayer and a willingness to trust the Lord in

the working out of our common reponsibilities in the area of Christian

scholarship.

Please continue your intercession for both staff and students, Boards and

office personnel. May the Lord prosper the AACS!

Herman Praamsma is a Trustee for Region 7, and is the pastor of the

Rehoboth Christian Reformed Church in Etobicoke, Ontario.

C Trustees appoint three new ICS Curators

The Board of Curators, which supervises the academic work of the Institute

for Christian Studies, has recently been expanded by the addition of three
professors from Toronto universities.

One of the new Curators is Dr. Lawrence Lynch, the recently-appointed
Principal of St. Michael’s College, the undergraduate division of the
University of St. Michael’s College, which is federated with the Univer

sity of Toronto. Before taking this position, Professor Lynch was for
many years chairman of the philosophy department of his college.

A respected scholar, Professor Lynch has a wealth of experience in the
university world on all levels--especially in Toronto, his native city.

He has been part of the University of Toronto for over forty years. Be

sides his teaching and administrative experience (which is invaluable for

the Institute in its efforts toward wider academic contacts in Toronto),

he brings to the Curatorium a keen commitment to Christian foundational
studies. Dr. Lynch told the Curators he is interested in helping the In

stitute because our work toward integrating theology and philosophy with

the various social sciences gives students Christian insights with which

to work.

The second Curator to be added is Dr. Mary Stewart Van Leeuwen, associate
professor of psychology at York University in Toronto. Professor Van
Leeuwen has specialized in cross-cultural psychology, having done research
among the African pygmies. It was while doing her doctoral research in
Zambia, eight years ago, that she became a Christian. This sudden con

version marked a decisive change in her life and thought, and has led her
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to be increasingly critical of the behaviouristic tradition of psychology
in which she was educated.

Professor Van Leeuwen has been active in Christian work among students,
and has wide contacts in the evangelical world. In 1975-1976 she taught
psychology at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan while her husband,
Ray Van Leeuwen, completed his study at Calvin Seminary.

Thirdly, the Curators will be joined by Dr. Richard N. Longenecker, a
distinguished evangelical New Testament scholar now teaching at the Toron
to School of Theology. The author of a number of books, including PAUL,
APOSTLE OF LIBERTY, Professor Longenecker is a graduate of Wheaton College
and has held teaching positions at Wheaton, Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School near Chicago, and Wycliffe College in Toronto. Today he is in the
front ranks among biblical scholars fully committed to the authority of
Scripture, and has an international reputation as such.

All three Curators will be distinct assets to the Board. The experience,
scholarship and Christian commitment of each will be invaluable for a body
with the difficult task of supervising the special academic ministry of the
ICS and assisting in its relations with the academic world.

Dirk Hendrik Theodoor Vollenhoven, 1892-1978

by Hendrik Hart

Vollenhoven, meek and pure of heart, has gone
to see God on his way to inheriting the earth
(cf. Matt. 5: 5 8). We will miss him, even
though for the past few years his presence
among us began to diminish due to the infir
mities of old age. On Tuesday, June 6, he
died. During this past year those who were
close to him were aware that his earthly end
was nearing. Vollenhoven longed for this,
and we thank God for resurrecting this tired,
life-long witness of Jesus Christ.

Dr. Vollenhoven was professor of philosophy
at the Free University of Amsterdam for al
most forty years. Together with Herman
Dooyeweerd he was the founder of the movement
for Calvinistic philosophy, and he was chair
man of the association formed for that pur
pose for its initial forty years. He gained
a wide reputation for a special research meth

od he developed for the history of philosophy. Vollenhoven stood at the
cradle of the AACS and visited Canada and attended our summer conferences
in 1961.

At the Institute for Christian Studies we will never be without Vollen
hoven, for both among the Senior and the Junior Members there are people
who fruitfully work with the insights of this historian of philosophy
from day to day. Although there was some scholarly controversy around
“Vollenhoven’s method” in earlier years in Toronto, this has now subsided,

1
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and those who work with it in their own way find it helpful and rewarding.

Vollenhoven had a long and blessed life. This can be seen, among many
other things, from the fact that present Vollenhoven students at ICS are
the fourth generation. They are being taught by pupils of Dr. H.E.
Runner, who was a pupil of Vollenhoven. And, as in the case of his
brother-in-law, Dooyeweerd, we see Vollenhoven’s influence spread all
over the world. That influence is mostly in the area of the interpreta
tion of the history of philosophy. But it is important to remember, as
many of us surely will, that he also did significant work in systematic
philosophy. That work is less well known, partly because he and Dooye
weerd had divided the work in philosophy between them, and partly be
cause his writing style was compact and concise. (He told me once that
he never tried to deal with more than one philosophical problem per
sentence.) But many scholars raised in the school of Calvinistic philo
sophy of which Vollenhoven and Dooyeweerd were the fathers, will claim
that in their systematic philosophy they have been especially influenced
by Vollenhoven’s methods. This is particularly true at the Institute.

Vollenhoven was irresistably impressive as a child of God. Those who
have shared a meal with him at his home or have heard him pray at meet
ings or in classrooms will never forget his humble piety. It was in
being small and still that he proclaimed the greatness of his God. The
danger is that we will remember him mostly or even only for that witness.
But we must not forget that in him a great scholar passed from, us. May
God establish the fruits of this scholar’s labour among us.

Hendrilc Hart is Senior Member in Systematic Philosophy at the Institute.

Greg Officer receives 5th ICS Certificate in Christian Studies

On May 25, 1978, Greg Officer was awarded the Cer
tificate in Christian Studies from the ICS. Greg
came to the Institute after having received the
M.Div. degree from Western Baptist Seminary in
Portland, Oregon. His main interest was the issue
of Christianity and culture. He wrote one paper
on the cultural theory of Raymond Williams and
another entitled “Aspects of Klaas Schilder’s
Cultural Theory.”

Greg and his wife Anke have now moved to The Nether
lands, where Greg will study systematic theology
with Professor A. Geense at the University of
Groningen. His studies there will focus on the
nature and task of the church. After completing
his master’s degree (“doctoraal” studies) in
Groningen, Greg hopes to be engaged in pastoral
work among students.

We will miss not only Greg as a dedicated and in
dustrious student, but also his and Anke’s friendly
presence at the Institute.

Greg Officer with 5th ICs
Certificate
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Update on ICS accreditation
by Robert E. VanderVennen

Although there have been no breakthroughs in our efforts to gain formal
accreditation for the Institute for Christian Studies, there have recent
ly been some firm steps forward.

One of those steps is that the U.S. Veterans Administration has now rec
ognized the Institute as a place where U.S. veterans of military service
may attend and receive VA benefits. Another step is that in one doctoral
program that requires a master’s degree for admission, the ICS master’s
degree has been accepted as meeting that essential requirement. This
refers to the program of Donald Sinnema at the Institute of Christian
Thought of St. Michael’s College, which is part of the University of To
ronto.

Beyond that, the AACS and ICS staffs continue to build up academic cred
its at various universities, especially at our big neighbour, the Univer
sity of Toronto. Recent discussions with university leaders have shown
us that the work of the Institute and its Senior Members is highly regar
ded, and that more and more it is being seen as a valuable contribution
to the university community. One example is that various university
professors, including some who do not share our Christian views, regu
larly attended our Marxism lectures. Also, the ICS has been invited to
co-sponsor with parts of the University of Toronto some upcoming lecture
series, including lectures by the European theologian Gustav Wingren and
a series commemorating the work of Professor Dooyeweerd. (
In recent months we have talked with people from accrediting agencies
including the (U.S.) North Central Association, the Association of Uni
versities and Colleges of Canada, and the Association of Theological
Schools. They give us some helpful advice and encouragement, but not the
embrace we need. We must keep in mind, however, that accreditation does
not exist in Canada in the way it does in the U.S. A reason for this is
that independent institutions of higher education do not exist in Canada
the way they do in the U.S.

Accreditation is more of a public relations problem for the Institute than
it is an academic problem. Generally, academic credits and degrees are
accepted on their merits rather than by the formal papers an institution
may have. Former ICS students are now teaching in colleges and high
schools, and are serving fruitfully in a great many occupations where
their ICS èucation is valued. That is the main thing. It should also
be recognized that accreditation is not an issue for students who are
taking our Certificate rather than degree program.

We will continue to work patiently for accreditation, and at the same
time ask students to trust us that their studies at ICS will be recog
nized by agencies where they may wish to work after graduation.

Dr. Robert E. VandezVennen is Executive Lrirector of the AACS.

(
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National unity: a view from Quebec

by John Valk

On April 13, 1978 Dr. Henk Van Andel delivered the

last lecture of a three-lecture series sponsored

by the AACS at Rehoboth Christian Reformed Church

in Toronto. Dr. Van Andel’s lecture, entitled,

“National Unity: A View from Quebec,” included

many insights gained not only from being a resident

of Quebec but also from his position as a professor

who lectures in French at the Universit de Mont

ral. His lecture included a description of the

situation in Quebec, a historical analysis of the

French/English tension, and some considerations for

a solution.

November 15, 1976 became an historically signifi

cant date in Quebec with the election of the Parti

Quebeçois. This was seen by many ofits fervent

supporters as an important step toward the day when

the Queheois would “become rulers of their own

house.” Van Andel explained that although the P.Q.

government is now determined to bring about separa

tion from Canada, many of its original supporters

were and still are French-Canadian nationalists,

with only a minority who consider themselves

French-Canadian separatists.

One of the P.Q. government’s major language proposals, the controversial

Bill 101, has had perhaps its greatest effect on the business community

in Quebec. This bill required that the French language must replace

English, which has been the language used in business circles both inside

and outside Quebec. Van Andel showed that this new law has had a far-

reaching effect especially because it has resulted in many mass transfers

out of the province. This affects both the French and the English, he

said, for many suffer emotionally in being uprooted from the province

that has become a part of them.

The tension between the (majority) French and the (minority) English in

Quebec goes back as far as the days of colonization in Lower Canada, when,

after the Seven Years War, settlements in the area became dominated by

the British. This later resulted in the English practically taking over

the economic situation in Quebec and trying to persuade the francophones

to forget their French culture and way of life. Many political disputes

between Quebec and the rest of Canada, both past and present, mostly in

the area of education and language, have been a direct result of this.

Van Andel explained that recently there has been a rising fear among the

French that assimilation with the English will happen at the expense of

the French cultural roots.

In conclusion, Dr. Van Andel posed a fundamental question: “Can two cul

tures fulfil their responsibilities to their peoples in a united Canada?”

He left us with the consideration that in order to attain a united Cana

da, although the French must make certain concessions, perhaps the English

will have to go the extra mile.

JohnValk is a Junior Member in theology at ICS.
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What are former Institute students doing?

About 300 students have attended the Institute for Christian Studies at
one time or another since its beginning in Toronto. Although many of
these are still students working for advanced degrees, many others have
taken positions where they are directly or indirectly using their edu
cation at the Institute. In past issues of this newsletter we have re
ported on the work and views of a few of these former ICS students. To
give more of an overview we are printing below a listing of some former
students and the occupations they currently have.

John Adema (‘74-’75) is a business agent in Toronto for the Christian
Labour Association of Canada.

John Bajeina (‘73-’74) teaches at the London District Christian High School
School, Ontario.

Duane Binns (‘74-’75) is doing paralegal work for a firm in Lake Odessa,
Michigan.

Dick and Mary Both (‘70-’74) are doing missionary-assistance relief work
in Haiti.

Brad Breems (‘70-’75) is a business agent in B.C. for the Christian
Labour Association of Canada.

Marlin Breems (‘7l-’72) teaches at the Holland Marsh Christian School,
Ontario.

Carl Bruxvoort (‘73-’74) has an internship with the Christian Reformed
Church Board of World Missions, serving the Reformed Church
of Japan with Rev. Masuo Miyazaki.

Barbara Carvill (‘69-’73) teaches German at Calvin College.
Ken Cross (‘70-’74) is doing silkscreen printing for a firm in Toronto.
Calvin Davies (‘70-’7l) teaches at the Chatham Christian School, Ontario.
Jack de Klerk (‘70-’73) is head of the Federation of Metro Tenants Asso- (

ciations in Toronto.
Gerry de Koning (‘69-’75) works in computer programming for the Toronto

Transit Commission.
Robert Eells (‘71-’72) received the Ph.D. from the University of New

Mexico and is now teaching American Studies and Political
Science at Rockmount College, Denver.

Venn Evans (‘69-’7l) is a probation officer in Toronto.
Harry Fernhout (‘70-’73) is a Bible curriculum researcher for the Curri

culum Development Centre in Toronto.
Thomas Forman (‘70-’73) is a respiratory technologist in Youngstown, Ohio

after being a campus minister in Kansas.
Sylvan Gerritsma (‘71-’72) owns an automotive tool business in St. Catha

rines, Ontario.
Paige Gibbs (‘75-’76) is a librarian at Southeastern Massachusetts Uni

vers ity.
Earl Groenewegen (‘72-’74) is a self-employed painter and furniture maker

in Toronto.
Marian Groenewegen (‘71-’73) is a social worker in Beaverton, Ontario.
Lowell Hagan (‘76-’77) teaches at the Bellevue Christian School in Wash

ington.
Dick Halverson (‘75-’77) is a staff member of “Outreach” and part-time

teacher in St. Catharines, Ontario.
Fred Heereina (‘71-’73) is a business agent for the Christian Labour Asso

ciation of Canada, working out of St. Catharines, Ontario.
Thomas Henshell (‘73-’74) is a library technician for the public library

in Guelph, Ontario.
John Hull (‘71-’75) teaches at Durham Christian High School in Bowmanville,

Ontario.
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Betsy Jones (‘73-’74) teaches at an independent highschool in Toronto.
David Judd (‘69-’70 and ‘75-’76) teaches at Lookout Mountain Christian

School, Tennessee.
John Kamphof (?74.t75) is a business agent in Chatham, Ontario for the

Christian Labour Association of Canada.
Gilbert Kamps (t7273) is the minister of the Christian Reformed Church

in. High River, Alberta
Carol Kelly (‘75-’76) teaches at Toronto Christian Secondary School.
Souheil Khauly (‘72-’73) is economic adviser to the delegation of the

country Qatar to the United Nations.
Donald James (‘71-’72) teaches literature at Toronto District Christian

High School.
Robert Malarkey (‘73-’76) teaches Bible and biology at Toronto District

Christian High School.
Tom Malcolm (‘71-’75) is Executive Secretary of the Curriculum Development

Centre in Toronto.
Deborah Steele Marshall (7l-’72) is principal of two Christian schools

in Toronto.
James Marshall (‘7l-.’72) does marketing service and research for Canada

Systems Group in Toronto.
Masuo Miyazaki (‘72-’75) is a minister of the Reformed Church of Japan.
Duane Nieuwsnia. (‘72-.’73) teaches science at Durham Christian High School,

Bowmanville, Ontario.
Connie Oliver (t75?76) teaches Christian Perspectives courses for

Christian Educational Services in Pittsburgh.
Theodore Plantinga (‘69-’7l) received the Ph.D. in philosophy from the

University of Toronto, and now works as editor and translator
for Paideia Press in St. Catharines, Ontario and is Executive
Director of the Ontario Christian College Association.

Bert Polman (‘72-’73) teaches music at Ontario Bible College in Toronto.
Bob Proper (‘69-’70) is an auto mechanic for the Simcoe County Board of

Education, Ontario.
Perry Recker (‘71-’77) is a staff member of Christian Education Services

in Pittsburgh.
Joyce Ribbens (‘75-’77) works for the Association for Public Justice in

Washington D.C.
Ronald Roper (‘72-’73) is busy with a variety of, Christian activities in

Berkeley, California.
Massimo Rubboli C’76-’77) teaches philosophy at Perugia University in

Italy.
Eric Schilperoort (‘73-’74) teaches at Fraser Valley Christian High

School in B.C.
Arvilla Sipma (‘74-’75) is a French teacher in Toronto.
Cal Schrotenboer (‘73-’74) is in law practice in New York City.
David Steen (‘69-’70) is vice-president of Cardon-Rose Advertising Ltd.

in Toronto.
Christiane Carlson-Thies (t75T77) is engaged in research for the Commit

tee for Justice and Liberty Foundation in Toronto.
William Tuininga (T72.?73) is a pastor in the Christian Reformed Church.
Anne Tuininga (‘70-’74) is a curriculum writer for the Curriculum Devel

opment Centre in Toronto.
Bruce Twining (‘71-’74) is a psychotherapist in Toronto.
Richard Tyssen C’70-’73) is involved in renovating houses in Toronto for

the Clearlake Cooperative.
KoichiroTakariki (‘70-’72) is pastor of the Koshigaya Evangelical Free

Church in Saitaima-ken, Japan.
Dirk van den Berg (‘75-’77) teaches art history at the University of the

Orange Free State in South Africa.
Henry VanderGoot (‘72-’73) received the Ph.D. in theology from the Insti
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I
tute of Christian Thought, St. Michael’s College, Toronto,
and is now teaching theology at Calvin College.

Donald Vanderklok (‘74-’76) teaches at Erin Lane High School, Toronto.
Robert Vander Plaats (‘7l-’74) teaches at Erin Lane High School, Toronto.
Carol Vanderploeg (‘72-.’74) is self-employed in picture framing, working

with Patmos art gallery in Toronto.
Jacob Vander Schaaf (‘72-’73) is Executive Director of The Christian

Farmers Federation.
Harry Vander Velde (‘70-’74) is Business Manager of the AACS.
Kenneth Van Wyk (‘72-’78) is a psychotherapist with Christian Counselling

Services, Toronto.
Harry Westerhof (‘69-’73) teaches English at London District Christian

High School, Ontario.

Women’s Action holds annual meeting
by Hermina Dykxhoorn

Two new board members were elected at the
Annual meeting of the Women’s Action for
the AACS held on May 20, 1978 in Brampton,
Ontario. Mrs. Sheri Buiter and Mrs. Jenny
Linnell, both from Woodstock, Ontario were
elected to the board.

During the meeting we were introduced to
Greg and Anke Officer who were students
at the Institute during the past year.
Greg, who received one of the Women’s
Action Scholarships, explained his l3ack-
ground and his present area of study, to
give us some insight into the way our
money is used.

Aaron Geisterfer spoke to us on “The
Contemporary Woman” and a meaningful dis
cussion followed concerning our peculiar
task as women, emphasizing the sharing and

caring aspects of a woman’s character. For a group so varied in age and
background there was a real spirit of oneness about the role of women.

Again this year the Women’s Action will donate $4300 to the AACS. We
decided to continue to offer two scholarships of $800 each for students
at the ICS. The balance of the money will be used for the AACS/ICS Campus
Outreach Progran, especially for the teaching .of Christian perspectives
courses by Institute students on secular campuses in the Toronto area.

We thank God for providing able people for the board and for the many
persons who so diligently save their change to make our action successful.
Anyone wishing to help in any way can contact Mrs. Bep Vanderburg,
18 Sunset Blvd., Cambridge, Ontario, Canada N1S 1A7.

Herraina Dykxhoorn is president of the Women’s Action for the AACS.

Women ‘s Action Executive top (1—r)
N. Winter, B. Vanderburg, J. Linnel.
Bottom - H. Dykxhoorn, C. Buiter

12



Inter-change: toward a wider community

of scholars by Al Wolters

In September 1978, the AACS will launch a
new service to the Christian academic com
munity. This will be an informal academic
journal, published four times a year,
geared to scholars working for the Biblical
reformation of learning.

The title of the periodical will be INTER
CHANGE, and its main goal will be to pro
mote and facilitate the exchange of ideas
and information among Christian scholars.
It will have a number of distinctive fea
tures: the publication of tentative con
clusions for reaction and discussion, re
views of books especially important to

Ethtors Wolters and Hollingsworth: Christian academic reforination, short
“Too much work is being done in pieces on the historical background of cur-
isolation.” rent efforts to break with the secular dir
ection of theoretical thought, and news items informing subscribers of
special events such as conferences, articles, newly published books,
research projects, and papers and theses completed.

Students and scholars among the supporters of AACS have often expressed
a need for a journal that could be a vehicle for this kind of academic
communication among them. INTERCHANGE is AACS’s response to that need.
Too much work is being done in isolation, with not enough opportunity
provided for the kind of cross-fertilization that is so important for
a healthy community of scholarship.

Dr. Al Wolters, professor of the history of philosophy at ICS, will be
the Editor of INTER-CHANGE, and Kerry Hollingsworth, a Ph.D. student in
political science at York University, will serve as Managing Editor.

We invite all PERSPECTIVE readers who would like to participate in this
venture (whether they are themselves “scholars” or interested in follow
ing this kind of scholarly discussion) to fill out the coupon below and
mail it (with a $10 subscription fee) to The Editor, INTER-CHANGE, 229
College Street, 4th floor, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5T 1R4. Join sub
scribers from all over North America and the world.

Yes, I want to subscribe to INTER-CHANGE. Enclosed is my
subscription fee of $10.00

I would like more information about the nature and contents of
INTER-CHANGE. Specifically,

______________________________________

Name:

_____________________________

INTER-CHANGE Journal
229 College St. , 4th floor

Address:

__________________________

Toronto, Ontario
Canada M5T lR4
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Wolters teaches course on Christian world-view

That’s your philosophy of life? Everyone
has a philosophy of life or a world-view.
It’s important, because it shapes what you
think about such things as war, free enter
prise, marriage and politics. We1re res
ponsible for our world-view. And, as every
thing in our life as Christians, it must
yield to the authority of Scripture. An
AACS evening course, led by Dr. Al Wolters in
Toronto, January through March, looked at the
way a person’s world-view functions in his
life, and explored the basics of a reforma
tional Christian world-view.

The six-session course was well attended by
over 40 people. Among the participants were

homemakers, a contractor, accountants, businessmen, people in labour re
lations, teachers and students. The cozy basement of First Christian
Reformed Church in Toronto provided an informal setting for the bimonthly
classes.

Wolters sketched distinctive features of what he calls “a reformational
world-view” which is founded on Scripture. He discussed the importance
of God’s good creation, its fall, and redemption in Jesus Christ. He
showed how sin and its results are an alien invasion into creation, and
that sin can never completely destroy creation. God’s structures for
creation still stand, although the direction changes through sin. For
example, a marriage or family, no matter how misdirected, still remains
a marriage. No matter how distorted, there is still the possibility to
redirect or restore it to wholeness through the renewing power of Christ.
Wolters talked about the difference between reformation and revolution,
saying that the avenue of sanctification is reform-ation, not revolution.
He also showed how this world-view opens up possibilities for Christian
involvement and service in all aspects of life.

Both new Christians and the people who “had heard it all before” appre
ciated Wolters’ presentations and the opportunity to reflect on their
own world-view. Many felt the course put familiar concepts into a
broader, more unified perspective. Some appreciated seeing how this
“reformational world-view” is based on Scripture. Others appreciated the
course because it gave them a more Christian framework to evaluate events
around them. Students believed that it gave them a better context for
understanding the books and papers they had to read for their university
courses. As one person said, “This course has opened a door for me.”

1977 AACS audited financial statement available

An eight-page 1977 AACS audited financial statement is now available upon
request. In previous years we have sent this statement in June to all
AACS members. To save postage and printing costs we decided not to do
such a mailing this year. If you would like a copy of this statement,
send your request to AACS, 229 College St., Toronto, Ontario, Canada
M5T lR4.

14

L 4

¶1 /
A

A Christian framework to under—
stand everyday events.

C

(



F
A list of important readings on faith and science

This bibliography deals particularly’ with the issues of faith and science.
It assumes some familiarity with these issues, and emphasizes the need
for reform in our views of knowledge, thinking, science and related
topics.

Buytendijk, F.J.J. , Prolegomena of an Anthropological Physiology.
Duquesne University Prei, 1974.

A painstakingly careful analysis of very empirical phenomena in
which the unity of experience and its concentration in human
responsibility become clear. A crucial book for the under
standing of the inadequacies of reductionist or dualist theories
of the person.

Dooyeweerd, H., A New Critique of Theoretical Thought. Philadelphia,
1953-1957, 4 volumes.

This is the magnum opus of the only Christian thinker in the
modern period (starting with the sixteenth century) who attemp
ted to develop a complete philosophical theory (including on
tology, epistemology, anthropology, interpretation of the his
tory of philosophy, a program for all the sciences, etc.) in
which a coherent and systematic attempt is made at the integral
reformation of the world of theory on a modern theoretical
model. Probably the most important work in the history of
theory written from an orthodox Biblical point of view.

Gibson, Eleanor J. , Principles of Perceptual Learning and Development.
Appleton, Century, Crots, 1969.

Gibson, James J., The Senses Considered as Perceptual Systems. Houghton
Mifflin, 1966.

These two volumes may perhaps be considered the most definitive
analyses of perception and perceptual learning in single volumes
that are available at present. Excellent for those who wish
material to construct alternative epistemologies to currently
positivist or behaviourist ones.

Hanson, N.R., Patterns of Discovery. Cambridge, U.P., 1958.

One of the much-discussed classics attempting to overcome the
influence of atomistic empiricism in the theory of science.

Hart, H., “New Directions,” forthcoming as opening essay in a collection
of papers offered to H. Evan Runner on his 60th birthday in
1976.

Deals with the social implication of the reign of positivism in
the Anglo-Saxon world and with the challenges for Christians in
the area of theory.

Hart, H., “The Idea of Christian Scholarship.” In Christian Higher
Education. Potchefstroom, 1975. pp. 69-97.

Extensive discussion of the nature of Christian scholarship,
especially when conceived as service to society.
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Hart, H., The Challenge of Our Ch. 1-111, Toronto, Wedge, 1974.

Discussion of the spiritual nature of religion and of what that
implies for the critique of non-Christian spirits in the area of
theory.

Hempel, C., Aspects of Scientific Explanation and other Essays in the
Philosophy of Science. New York, Free Press, 1965.

The most mature and critical discussion within positivism of the
nature of theoretical explanation. A very important contribu
tion, very clear and detailed, including much discussion of
other views.

Kalsbeek, L. , Contours of a Christian Philosophy. Toronto, Wedge, 1975.

The most recent summary of Dooyeweerd’s work for the non
professional, though not satisfactory for the professional. Con
tains a very extensive bibliography of works in all fields resul
ting directly from Dooyeweerd’s work.

Kerkut, G.A., Implications of Evolution. Pergamon, 1960

Honest critique of a dogma by an adherent.

Kolakowski, L. , The Alienation of Reason. New York, Doubleday, 1968.

Excellent brief history of the tragedy of positivism from the
point of view of an independently critical neo-Marxist.

Kuhn, T.S., The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. Chicago U.P., 1962.

The historically classic source of the spread of the movement
against positivism. (

MacKay, Donald M. , The Clockwork Image. IV Press, 1974.

One of the better InterVarsity books in the area of Christianity
and scientific theory.

Polanyi, M. , Personal Knowledge. London, Routledge and Kegan, 1958.

Of all the books mentioned here by far the most important. Shows
convincingly that no traditional analysis of knowledge can ac
count for the realities of knowledge.

Radnitzky, G. , Contemporary Schools of Metascience. Chicago, Henry Regnery,
1973.

Best survey of the contemporary situation in meta-theory, with
excellent bibliography. Written by a person trained in Sweden’s
Institute for the Theory of Science in Gtteborg.

Runner, H. Evan, The Relation of the Bible to Learning. Toronto, Wedge,
1967.

An influential statement, in the language of charismatic philoso
phy, about the topic of its title. Related to the Dooyeweerd work.

Wolterstorff, N., Reason within the Bounds of Religion. Grand Rapids, 1976.

Carefully argued brief statement of the relation between faith and (learning by someone trained in the analytic tradition. Very lucid.

Compiled by Dr. Hendrik Hart, Senior Member in Systematic Philosophy at ICS.
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Questions from our readers

In the past few months the AACS has received a great many letters offering

( suggestions for the Trustees at their Spring meeting, and asking us point
ed questions about our financial situation and why it has come to a
crisis point. We have tried to formulate here some of the most commonly
asked questions, and with our responses we have tried to give as complete
a picture as possible.

-

- A. WHY IS THE AACS ALWAYS IN A FINANCIAL CRISIS?

It’s not, always. It just seems that way because a very large per
centage of our income must come from voluntary donations, so we need to

• ask for money quite often. We ended 1975 with a surplus of $39,083, and
ended 1976 with a deficit of only $4500, less than 1% of the budget.
Our recent severe financial problems date from early 1977.

B. WHAT IS THE CAUSE OF THE FINANCIAL PROBLEM?

Canadian inflation in costs of energy, postage, phone and other items
runs near 10% which, with a budget of $500,000, means we need to increase
donations by $50,000 each year just to keep even--not an easy task. Then,
too, until 1977 we added one new professor to the Institute each year.
Since October our rental income from tenants in our building is down tem
porarily by $4000 a month.

C. WHY DON’T YOU SELL YOUR BUILDING? HASN’T IT BECOME A BURDEN?

No, our building is still a solid asset. At the present time 75% of
the building we own is rented, generating an annual rental income of
about $100,000. Our annual expenses on the building are about $90,000,
which includes paying off $9000 a year on our mortgage. Although it is
not yet fully rented it is paying for itself. In addition, we are really
occupying the fourth floor rent-free. If we had to rent comparable space
elsewhere, or even rent it in this building, we would need to pay about

$25,000 a year in rent.

D. IS YOUR DONATION INCOME DECREASING?

No, donation income (including membership dues) has steadily increased

each year. In 1975 our donation income was $182,400; in 1976 it was

$238,000 and in 1977 it was $260,500. This year we estimate we’ll need

$310,000 in donations to end the year without a deficit.

Part of our present financial problem stems from our thinking that our

• building would generate an increasing amount of rental income. Three

years ago there was a shortage of office space in Toronto and it looked as

though rental rates would continue to increase. In the last two years,

however, there has been a building boom in Toronto with the result that

there is about 5 million square feet of office space now standing vacant.

Last y’ear when the building was fully rented to the Toronto Public
Library, it gave us about $145,000 in rental income. Since the annual
building expenses were then about $85,000, the building generated an extra

$60,000 which we put into our programs. We do not have that income this
year so we are trying to pay for these programs through donations.
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E. WHAT PERCENT OF YOUR INCOME GOES TO THE INSTITUTE? WHERE DOES THE
REST OF YOUR MONEY GO?

Our 1977 income and expenditures are pictured in the circle graphs
below. Office staff salaries have been included in the expenses of
Educational Services, the rnstitute, and Administration and Development
according to the percentage of time devoted to each area.

$437,432

Donations Dues 8%

47%
AACS (U.S.)

Foundation 5%

Church collections 3%
Tuition 4%

Rent Educational Services 2%
30% Misc. 1%

Institute
for Christian

Studies 41%

___________________

Educational
Services 8%

Building
20% Curriculum

Development
Centre 6%

Student Aid 5%

Administration
Development 20%

F. WE NEED A LARGER SUPPORT BASE. WHAT ARE YOU DOING ABOUT IT?

Each year we have worked to increase our member and donor base. In
1976 we increased our number of donors by over 150. Last year through a
special membership drive we gained about 300 new AACS members. This year
we are launching a Special Institute Drive (see page 23) through which we
hope to gain 200 new donors. Next year we are planning a large scale mem
bership drive with a goal of 300 new members.

G. WHAT ARE THE CURRENT SALARIES OF YOUR PROFESSORS AND ADMINISTRATIVE
STAFF?

The salaries of the ten persons of the Institute’s academic salary
scale range from $14,460 to $19,960, with the average being $18,800. The
salaries of the other seven staff members range from $7800 to $14,200,
with the average at $10,500.

1977 Iricome

Educationa1 Services”
includes:

-conferences
-public lectures
-summer winter courses
-AACS Academic Paper

series
-Campus Outreach program
-student services
-book publications
-cassette tapes

1977 Expenditures

$470,260 (
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H. IF THE AACS IS AN “AFFILIATED EDUCATIONAL AGENCY” OF THE CHRISTIAN

REFORMED CHURCH, CAN YOU GET SOME MONEY FROM THE CRC?

No, it doesn’t work that way. This affiliation means that the deno

inination in effect tells its members that our work is religiously and

educationally the kind of work that the church approves of. The CR

church also recommends us for financial support, and we receive from

CR congregations about $15,000 each year in donations. This is only 3%

of our annual budget, though. We have made a special appeal to all

Christian Reformed churches asking them to offer special congregational

prayer and take a special offering for us on a Sunday in June.

I. SINCE CHRISTIAN COLLEGES ARE STARTING IN BOTH ALBERTA AND ONTARIO,

DO CANADIANS STILL NEED THE INSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIAN STUDIES? HOW

WILL THESE COLLEGES AFFECT DONATION INCOME FOR AACS?

Yes, the Institute is still needed because these new colleges will

not do what the Institute and AACS are doing, namely, graduate (after

college) education. We hope that students who graduate from these col

leges will then come to study at the Institute. Also, the AACS through

its Campus Outreach Program is serving many Christian students who do

not attend Christian colleges.

Maybe there will be a drop in donation income to the Institute after

these colleges start, but we hope not. These colleges are convinced there

is money in Canada for both their work and that of the Institute. If

people want to start a new church or Christian school in a certain area

to serve people better, they count the cost of starting and then expect

both the new and the old to flourish.

J. WHY DOES THE INSTITUTE HAVE NINE TEACHERS FOR ONLY 30 STUDENTS?

There are two purposes of the Institute--one is research and the

other is teaching. Most graduate schools for students studying for

master’s and doctor’s degrees have about the same teacher to student

ratio as the Institute. But also very important is the Christian re

search into the foundations of knowledge that is needed to help give

direction to Christian teachers, scientists, social workers, etc., to

help them to direct their work in line with God’s creation and redemption.

K. WHY SPEND SO MUCH TIME ON RESEARCH? COULDN’T SOME OF THIS BE POST

PONED?

If necessary, yes. But there is an urgent need for it in our society.

People from all parts of the world keep asking for the results of Insti

tute research, which they get in the form of books, academic articles,

speakers and the like. However, it looks like we may need to let the

Institute staff drop to seven academic staff members in two years to take

the pressure off our finances.

L. WHY HAVEN’T WE SEEN MANY BOOKS COMING OUT OF YOUR WORK LATELY?

You may have overlooked recent books because we are not so inuch writ

ing for the general public anymore. Research should bring publications

for the educated leaders of society in their special fields, like Dr.

Mclntire’s recent book on modern Christian views of history and Dr.

Seerveld’s forthcoming book on aesthetics. A number of academic articles

are being written, which are often better than books for publishing re

search results. A book based on academic research often takes several

years to produce; several new books by Institute staff members aie due to
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be published in a few months. It is also true that our staff members do
a lot more than writing books--for instance, teaching at ICS, public lec
tures, conference speeches, popular courses, and kelping students on uni
versity campuses.

M. WHY DO YOU GIVE YOUR STUDENTS FINANCIAL AID? I
We give student aid only to those who clearly show us they need it

in order to study at the Institute. Nost students work for more than half
of the aid they get from us. Many students have already borrowed heavily
to pay for college expenses. Overseas students at the Institute often come
from the Third World or countries with tight restrictions on money going
out of the country. We give financial help only to degree candidates,
and only for limited time. Less than half our students receive financial
assistance.

N. HOW ARE AACS AND THE INSTITUTE RELATED TO OTHER TORONTO ORGANIZATIONS
SUCH AS WEDGE PUBLISHING FOUNDATION, THE CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT CENTRE
(CDC) AND THE COMMITTEE FOR JUSTICE AND LIBERTY (CJL)?

We work closely with them because our view of the Christian life is
very much like theirs. We each have different tasks in the spectrum of
work, and each of these organizations is structurally and financially in
dependent of the other. We often agree and sometimes disagree among each
other, but are happy to work together in our Lord’s Kingdom. It is our
wish that the foundational research of the Institute be a means of assis
tance tothese and other organizations, just as we benefit from them in
many ways.

(
AACS News
* In connection with the celebration of the 20th Annual AACS Niagara

Conference August 4-7, the AACS plans to have a slide show of pictures
from past conferences. If you have attended a Niagara conference at one
time or other, and have pictures or slides that you would be willing to
lend us for the upcoming conference weekend, please contact the AACS at.
979-2331 or drop us a note. If you send them, please include a note
stating your name, and the date of the conference at which the pictures
were taken.

HELP US SEND LESS MAtL

It would be a great help if all AACS members would pay their membership
dues in the next few months. As one way to save money we intend to cut
out a few of our usual mailings. One of these will be the dues notice we
usually send in July to members who have not yet paid their dues. “Ex
perts” tell us that people wjll not give unless we ask. We hope all our
members will prove the experts wrong in this case and pay their dues
without further reminders.

To receive a receipt for tax purposes, send dues and donations to:

In Canada In U.S. In The Netherlands

AACS AACS Foundation Calvinistic World Association
229 College St. 1677 Gentian Dr. S.E. Potgieterweg 46
Toronto, ON Grand Rapids, MI 49506 1851 CJ Heiloo
M5T lR4 (gironuinmer 17 75 496)



* The next issue of PERSPECTIVE will be the August/September/October is
sue which will be mailed the first of October. In order to cut costs

we will not be sending an issue during the summer months.

ICS News

Occasionally a simple line from a
home-made-up lyric to some unknown
tune will still play through our
minds; that’s just one small detail
from memories of the Institute retreat.

On April 26 and 27, many of the Insti
tute Staff and Junior Members, and
the AACS Staff retreated to Mary
Lake, an Augustinian Monastery just
north of Toronto. Together we
skimmed frisbees and exercised more
than our minds in a challenging game
of soccer; we discussed and played,
sang and prayed together. No one
will deny that they were indeed good
times.

* Lynda Kosowan-Hines, after two years at the Institute, announces that
she plans to return to the University of Toronto in September for grad

uate study toward a master’s degree in social policy and administration.
She was instrumental in changing the position she occupied from “Insti
tute Secretary” to “Administrative Assistant.” She gradually assumed
more and more of the daily administrative work of the Institute and
lightened the task of the Chairman and Registrar. She has been a valued
co-worker and an excellent leader in the Institute’s daily affairs. We
will miss very much her spirited work and competence. We pray for her
and wish her well.

The Institute invites applications for the position of Administrative
Assistant to start September 1. We are looking for a person with inde
pendence and initiative to assist the Principal and the other Senior Mem
bers, and to run the ICS office. We need someone with both administrative
and clerical abilities, with a college or university education, and with
an interest in working in an academic setting among students and faculty
members. Address inquiries to Harry Vander Velde, Business Manager, AACS,
229 College Street, Toronto, Ontario M5T lR4 or call us at (416)979-2331.

* Donald Woods, former editor of the East London DISPATCH in South Africa
and one of the many persons banned in October of last year by the South

African government, has just published BIKO, the first biography of the
young black leader who died while in police custody in September 1977
(London an,d New York: Paddington Press; Toronto: Random House, 1978).
The book contains nearly the entire interview which Steve Biko gave Ber
nard Zylstra less than two months before his death.
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* The AACS and the Institute recently hosted a conference of representa
tives of Calvin College as well as representatives of the Association

which sponsors the Free University of Amsterdam. From Calvin College
were President A.J. Diekema and Professor Nicholas Wolterstorff•. From
the Dutch Association were Mr. C.J. van Zwet and Rev. K.M.R. van der Beek,
who were accompanied by the Rector (President) of the Free University,
Professor D.M. Schenkeveld. Attending the meetings for the Institute and
AACS were Bernard Zyistra, Hendrik Hart and Robert VanderVennen.

The conference was requested by the representatives of the Dutch Asso
ciation to discuss their participation this August in an international
conference of institutions active In Christian higher education to be held
at Calvin College. A complicating factor is that the Free University
recently reversed its decision to participate in the August meeting, as a
protest against the participation of South African institutions which sup
port apartheid. As a result of the Toronto meeting it appears that the
Dutch Association will attend and support the Grand Rapids conference.

* Dr. Calvin Seerveld lectured at Asbury College in Wilmore, Kentucky in
May. The college and its large, adjacent seminary are closely connec

ted with the Free Methodist Church in the United States. Seerveld gave
several lectures on Christian aesthetics, modern art, and how literary
criticism is related to reading the Bible. He spoke to the student body
of 1200 during chapel and held various question-answer sessions with
classes of students and professors. The questions were exceptionally per
ceptive, said Dr. Seerveld. “Our reformational vision that God wants all
cultural activity to be the Good News of Christ’s lordship struck many of
them as very radical and biblical.”

* On June 3, Dr. Al Wolters presented a paper to a meeting of the Cana
dian membership of the International Society for Neoplatonic Studies.

This meeting was held at the University of Western Ontario in London,
Ontario, in the contect of the annual sessions of the Learned Societies
of Canada. The paper dealt with the anthropology (view of man) of Ploti
nus, the greatest Greek philosopher after Aristotle. Dr. Wo•lters had the
opportunity to summarize some of the results arrived at in a course given
at the ICS this past year.

* Dr. Calvin Seerveld was invited this spring to be the Staley Distin
guished Christian Scholar lecturer at the University of Michigan.

(He filled this post once before in Ann Arbor in 1974)) He gave a lec
ture entitled “Telltale Statues in Watteau’s Paintings: Disguised Critique
of Fashionable Society.” He also presented an illustrated lecture on the
history of modern art. Seerveld led the Sunday morning service at the
University Reformed Church; the service included a presentation of “The
Greatest Song: in Critique of Solomon,” Seerveld’s translation of the
Old Testament book “The Song of Songs.” He had the opportunity to give
a talk on the Institute and on Christian aesthetics theory to the Chris
tian Faculty Fellowship there as well.

* Ken Van Wyk, a Junior Member at the Institute, delivered a paper in
Chicago at the recent conference of the Christian Association of Psy

chological Studies. The paper was laer published in the CAPS journal.

* The first 1978 issue of RADIX, a Dutch periodical for Reformed univer
sity students, contained a nine-page essay by Dr. Sander Griffioen in

troducing the AACS and Institute for Christian Studies.

* Dr. Sander Griffioen has published a two-page review of David Lyon’s
CHRISTIANS AND SOCIOLOGY in the May issue of THE GUIDE.
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Needed: 260 helping hands

by Marcia Hollingsworth

Working toward the biblical reform of scholarship is an enormous task.
Some think that a small group of Christians, like the AACS, shouldn’t even
try such a huge undertaking. Yet the AACS founders knew that this task
was an essential link in a Christian witness in our culture. They also
knew that this task would never be an easy one.

This work of AACS is primarily focused in the Institute for Christian
Studies as a centre for research and Christian graduate teaching. The
Institute is indeed very small by the standards of the secular university.
Yet it is a Christian witness with a surprising impact within the secular
university--one which is changing people’s lives.

Finding enough money to support this cause has never been easy. To con
tinue the work in 1977 and 1978 the Boards saw that our income from pre
sent sources probably would not keep up with expenses. They decided last
year that if the total deficit for 1977 and ‘.8 would reach $100,000,
they would have to make some cuts. When the deficit did reach $100,000
this past April, the Board of Directors (the executive committee of the
Trustees), took some emergency measures for the month of May, including
staff salary cuts of 25%. The staffs agreed that these cuts were neces
sary to limit a further deficit. Due to some extraordinary donations the
total deficit since January, 1977 has been reduced to $78,215 as of May 31.

This month we are launching a Special Institute Drive to raise $60,000
from 260 new donors. If we can raise this amount in new donations we
should be able to end 1978 without a deficit. We have raised $6000 (10%)
toward this goal from our board members. In this drive, we will be con
tacting people on an individual basis, asking them to be one of

10 people to give $1000 = $10,000
50 people to give $500 = 25,000

100 people to give $200 = 20,000
100 people to give $50 = 5,000
260 $60,000

The drive will concentrate on those who have not given to the Institute in
the last few years and those who have never donated. We will not be inak
ing a general appeal to our members and present donors since most have
come through in extraordinary ways in the last ten months. We invite
readers of PERSPECTIVE to participate in the drive through prayer and
donation support, and by suggesting names of friends who might lend a
supporting hand. The, task has never been an easy one, but many hands make
light work.

I’d like to give a helping hand to this Special Institute Drive.

Enclosed is a donation of $
Contact the following person about financial support for ICS:

Name

______________________________________

Address

Other suggestions;
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Bernard Zyistra becomes ICS Principal

Dr. Bernard Zylstra was appointed to the new posi
tion of Principal of the Institute for Christian
Studies for a four-year term by the Boards at their
recent meetings. He will begin his duties as Prin
cipal in September.

The newly-created position of Principal is a res
ponse to the need for better coordination of inter
nal ICS activities, and clearer leadership in ICS
as perceived by the public. To this point the ICS
has functioned with a “chairman,” a Senior Member
who served a two-year term of internal leadership
and coordination.

Although the powers of the Principal are not iden
tified differently from those of “chairman,” the
extension of term of office to four years will give

the chief academic officer of ICS more opportunity to give direction and
leadership. He will also be the official spokesman in relation to the
general public and to academic institutions. In the fall, Dr. Zyistra
plans a speaking tour through Canada and the U.S. to acquaint people bet
ter with the Institute.

Although in North America the title “principal” usually refers to the
head of a grade school or high school, in the British and also Canadian
university scene this title is used for the person who is head of a col
lege, especially a college that is related to a university.

Dr. Zyistra, Senior Member in Political Theory, has taught at ICS since
1968. His research and writing are now concentrated on the history of
political thought, leading toward a book on major political thinkers like
Locke, Marx, George Grant, Marcuse and Jose Miranda. His tasks as Princi
pal are expected to take about one-third of his time.
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