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Special one-year ICS program to begin in 1978
by Robert E. VanderVennen

If you are a Christian student in a
secular university, you have
undoubtedly experienced how modern
scholarship washes its hands of
Christian belief. To bring Chris
tian meaning back into your studies,
you might even enroll in a seminary,

( whether you intend to enter the
ministry or not.

The Institute for Christian Studies
has now developed a special one-
year program to help people caught
in this dilemma. Its aim is to
bring better religious integration
into the life of people who already
hold an academic degree, to help
them discover in deeper ways the
meaning of their Christian faith
for their studies and career.

The program, which will begin in 1978 and will result in the student’s
earning the Certificate in Christian Studies, is not entirely new. The
Institute has always helped students integrate faith and learning- -that’s
why it was founded. But it has never really tried to do this within a
one-year time span. Even the one-year program that we have been calling
the Certificate was not carefully planned for that purpose- - it has reaLLy
just been a shorter version of the masters degree program.

What is special about the new program is that it will emphasize a new
course in Social-Cultural Foundations. In this course, students will be
led to examine contemporary issues in economic, social, political, and
artistic areas. The other two courses--Biblical Foundations and Philoso

‘phical Foundations--will also focus on concrete problems of our culture.
The program will help students understand the religious dynamics of these
problems, and give them the tools to understand systematically from .

Christian worldview which factors tumble through each other to create the



problems. This,after all, is the real strength of the Institute: to stu
dy and develop a biblical-philosophical foundation from which a person
can better understand the issues and learn how to deal with them. Such
a foundational understanding will keep students from being blown in all
directions with each passing wind, and will help them to avoid well-
meaning humanistic approaches which are unchristian and lead to the
dead ends that we see all around us.

Following the three foundational courses, which will run from September
to the middle of April, the last six weeks will be devoted to the wri
ting of a major paper relating the year’s foundational study to an issue
in the student’s major area of interest. In this paper, the student will
be required to show that he is able to integrate his developed Christian
woridview in such a way that he can use it in concrete situations. The
paper is a step towards showing that a person can indeed experience whole
ness in society and in his own work.

The content and purpose of the three courses that make up the classroom
part of the Certificate program are these: Biblical Foundations will
stress the themes and message of the Old and New Testaments, such as
creation, redemption, the kingdom of God, sin, and the Word of God.
Philosophical Foundations will deal with the meaning of life, human
nature, social structures, the meaning of individuality and interrela
tionships, and norms for life. Social-Cultural Foundations will focus on
the human task, justice, personal and social responsibility, the nature
of development, social crisis, and the religious integration of life.

All members of the Institute teaching staff have committed themselves to
teaching in the program, especially in the Social-Cultural Foundations
course. Hendrik Hart will serve as program director.

This new program, as far as we know, will be the only one of its kind in
existence, dealing with problems at their religious-philosophical-cultu
ral roots. Because students and others are growing more aware of the
religious brokenness of life and society, we hope to serve a great many
people through this program.

Inquiries about the program can be addressed to the Institute for
Christian Studies, 229 College Street, Toronto, Ontario M5T 1R4.

Robert E. VancZerVennen is Executive Director of the JIACS.

Institute receives Dooyeeerd Library
by Bernard Zyistra

On May 2, a small group of persons came together at Oranje Nassaulaan 13
in Amsterdam, the location of the stately mansion which for forty years
had been the home of the Dooyeweerd family. They gathered there to dis
cuss how to handle the library of Professor Herman ]Jooyeweerd, consisting
of thousands of books which he had collected since his student days at (
the time of the First World War.

Dooyeweerd had stipulated in his will that the Institute for Christian
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Studies could take from hs library what
ever books it wished to have, after the
Free University had made a selection
of the books it wanted at market value.
Dooyeweerd made this bequest to help
this fledgling institution in developing
its library and also in establishing a
concrete link between his foundational
work in Christian philosophy and the aims
of the ICS.

Strange though it may seem, this most
generous bequest did create certain prob
lems for the ICS. Should all these books
be sent over to Toronto? How much would
that cost? What should be done with them
after they arrived? Caring for a library
--cataloguing, indexing, supervising its
use, etc--is an expensive business now
adays. Who would read all those German
and French books, hundreds of them in
legal history and theory, in which the
Institute at present does very little
research and teaching? Of course we had
talked about these questions before I
left for Amsterdam. In effect the ICS
staff and the AACS Board of Directors had

given me this advice: select whatever is of academic value and leave the
rest behind. At the last moment before I left, Harry Houtman informed me

that a friend of the Institute, who wishes to remain anonymous, was wil
‘ ling to arrange for the shipment of the library to Toronto in order to

make possible its continued existence as a cultural heritage that should
not be destroyed. Since that time, he has informed us that he is making
the cost of the shipment of the books a personal donation.

On the morning of May 2, I had taken a look at the library, still so fam
iliar to me because of the many hours I had spent there in the 1960’s
when Dooyeweerd supervised my dissertat.ion research. It became clear to
me that the library was still basically intact, since the Free University
had selected only a relatively small portion. It was my feeling that the
entire library, except for what the Free University had taken and some
irrelevant materials, should be shipped to the ICS.

In the afternoon, nine of us met in Dooyeweerd’s own study, where he had
written nearly all of his publications of the last forty years. The books
still lined the walls of the large study, from floor to ceiling. The
persons present were especially qualified to help the ICS reach a respon
sible decision. Evelyn Stern, one of Dooyeweerd’s nine children, had
supervised the equitable distribution of the family belongings after her
father’s death on February 12. Marcel Verburg, another relative, is a
law student with a special interest in archives. Johan Stellingwerff is
chief librarian at the Free University, where Dooyeweerd taught legal and
political philosophy since 1926. Arie Van Dyke, a Canadian now working
in the Free University philosophy department, had just spent a great deal
of time sorting out Dooyeweerd’s letters and papers. Peter Schouls, who
was teaching at the Free University for a semester, is a Curator of the
ICS and chairman of the philosophy department at the University of Alber
ta. George Vandervelde was newly appointed to the faculty of ICS. Glenn
Andreas is a member of the Dooyeweerd Publication Committee. Josin
Zyistra was co-editor of Kalsbeek’s Introduction to Dooyeweerd’s Thought.
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I was present as the one authorized to act on behalf of the AACS in the
interests of the Institute.

I explained to the group in Dooyeweerd’s study why I had felt that mor
ning that the entire library should be shipped to the ICS. These were
some of my points: (1) Dooyeweerd’s library makes clear that he was in
the first place a legal and political thinker who, in struggling with
the major problems. in these disciplines, developed his Christian philo
sophy. (2) If the possibility exists, the library should remain intact
in an institution established to contribute to Christian scholarship.
]Jooyeweerd’s bequest created such a possibility. (3) The holdings of
the library are extremely valuable, especially in the area of legal and
political theory, and would add immensely to the research facilities of
the ICS. (4) If properly set up in a single research room, this library
would constitute one of the best research centers in legal theory in all
of Canada, to be used by anyone seriously interested in the subject.
(5) The organization of a Dooyeweerd Research Room in Toronto would not
only express our gratitude for his work but would also provide the best
opportunity in North America for a study of the development of reforma
tional philosophy, especially if such a centre would collect additional
relevant material (for example, the publications of Groen van Prinsteren,
Kuyper, Bavinck, Vollenhoven, Schilder, Stoker, Bohatec, Zuidema, Mekkes,
etc.)

Every person present that afternoon agreed with my assessment and with
the decision to keep the library intact. Immediately the necessary arr
angements were made for packing and shipping. The members of the Dooye
weerd family entrusted with handling these final affairs, and their legal
representative, were extremely co-operative. They quickly accepted the
suggestion that the table which Dooyeweerd used as his desk should also
go to Toronto. And Arie Van Dyke? I can’t find the words to express C
what we owe him for his expert handling of the archives and the library.
Our anonymous donor still had an opportunity to see the books on the
shelves on May 7 before they were packed in approximately 100 wooden egg
crates. They have all arrived safe and sound in Toronto, still packed,
waiting for the proper arrangement of their new destination on this side
of the ocean.

The ICS has decided to keep this library separate from the other ICS li
brary holdings, and identify it suitably as the Dooyeweerd Library.

Dr. Zyistra is Senior Member in Political Theory at the ICS.

Perspective newsletter is published bi
monthly with an extra issue in January by the
Association for the Advancement of Christian
Scholarship, 229 College Street, Toronto,
Ontario Canada M5T 1R4.

Authorized Second Class Postage pending, to
the USA and Territories, mailed from the
AACS Foundation, 1677 Gentian Drive S.E.,
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49508. All other
copies mailed under authorized Second Class
privileges from Toronto, Ontario. Send all
address changes and other inquiries directly
to AACS, 229 College Street, Toronto,
Ontario, Canada M5T 1R4.
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Seerveld leads challenging aesthetics seminar
by Lynda Kosowan Hines

Each sununer, the Institute for
Christian Studies hosts a two-week
graduate seminar, led by one of the
Senior Members. The Senior Member
uses this as an opportunity to ex
pose his work to a larger group of
colleagues and graduate students,
both to test the validity of and to
share his own research. This in
turn leads to a widening of the com
munity of scholarship aware of the
work we are doing here.

This year, Calvin Seerveld, Senior
Member in Aesthetics, was the leader
of the Summer Graduate Seminar, held
from July 5-15 at the Institute. His
intent was to encourage the develop
ment of basic categories and methods
in aesthetics which would be sensi
tive to historical development and
informed by Christian insight. This

Seerveld: teaching the early fruits is a real challenge, since the field
of reforming christian research of aesthetics has been virtually ig

nored by Christian scholars.

Seerveld mapped out a demanding schedule of seminars, lectures and evening
sessions, during which he gave aunifying series of nine lectures. The
first week’s lectures focused on historical aspects: the stirring of aès
thetic theory in the 18th Century, and the influence of Kant, Schiller and
Hegel on the development of aesthetics. His second week of lectures invol
ved “case studies”, examining the theories of Panofsky, Sedlmayr, and
S.K. Langer, among others.

The invitation of guest lecturers broadened the scope of the Seminar. The
following is a list of the speakers and their subjects:

C.T. Mclntire (ICS): “Secularization in 18th Century Context”

Hollis Rinehart (York University, Toronto): “Pope and Wordsworth- -Literary
Genre”; “Four Modes of Literary Criticism--Plato, Aristotle, Horace and
Longinus”. (Dr. Rinehart also entertained at the closing supper with
some 17th Century ballads.)

Barbara Carvill (Calvin College, Grand Rapids): “J.K.A. Museus--an example
of the practice of literary criticism in the 18th Century”

Cyrus Hamlin (University of Toronto): “Hermeneutics and New Criticism”;
“New Directions in Literary History”

Nicholas Wolterstorff (Calvin College): “Art and the aesthetic dimension
of life at large”

Lambert Zuidervaart (doctoral candidate, ICS): “Musical and musicological
knowing”

5



On three nights, the participants attended evening sessions to which the
public was also invited. The first was a multi-media presentation on the
aesthetics of pianist Glenn Gould, given by Dr. Geoffrey Payzant of the
University of Toronto. Next, Jacobus Kloppers of Edmonton gave a learned
and enlightening lecture showing the expression of J.S. Bach’s Christian
world-and-life view through musical rhetoric and symbolism. The lecture
was followed by a recital which will long be remembered. The last evening
session was a lecture by Dr. Nick Wolterstorff entitled “Artist, Critic
and Public in the Contemporary World”.

Additional events such as visiting art galleries, touring the visiting
Chinese exhibition at the Royal Ontario Museum, and sharing-together a
final meal filled out the schedule.

The last day was a time for workshops- - summing up what had been learned,
and working together on theoretical problems.

Among the 24 people registered for the Seminar were professors from a num
ber of American colleges (including Dordt, Gordon, and Messiah), graduate
students, Canadian teachers, a professional artist, and ICS Junior Members
in aesthetics. Many of the participants were specialists in the areas of
literature, literary criticism, art education, or theatre arts; they came
from various backgrounds including Reformed, Evangelical, Anglo-catholic
and Unitarian.

The evaluation of the Seminar was unanimously positive, by staff members
and participants alike. Especially appreciated was the graciousness and
high standard of scholarship which Dr. Seerveld displayed.

We spoke with a cross-section of participants to give you an idea of their -

responses. (
Dr. Helene Baldwin, from Frostburg State College, is a specialist in Lit
erary Criticism and Modern Drama who came for professional development in
a Christian context, besides being drawn by Toronto’s theatre and music.
She found Mclntire’s description of the secularization of the Western
world helpful and confirming of her intuitions. The Bach lecture/reci
tal was a “great gift” to Dr. Baldwin. Also, she appreciated the way in
which the Seminar brought theory back to society rather than’”staying out
in left field”. Dr. Baldwin spoke of Seerveld’s “marvellous expressive
ability which illuminates whatever is under discussion”. She was pleased
with the relationship between participants, which she found to be warm and
small-scale, rather than falling into the jockeying for power and prestige

which can sometimes be a part of pro

f
fessional conferences

From the lectures, Dr. Baldwin ex
pects to further develop her skills
in teaching literary criticism, and
in expressing her basic approach to
aesthetic theory. As a Christian
believer, she found the Seminar pro
vocative and stimulating, because of
the different approaches and concepts
which are part of Seerveld’s Reformed
tradition. Thus the experience was
one of broadening--both professional

Wolterstorff: the aesthetic is found and ecumenical.
in more than art.
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Terry Olson is a graduate student in The

D
atre Arts at the University of Minnesota,
and also President of the Christian The
atre Artists Guild. His aim is to encou
rage theatre with a Christian world view,
and Christians in theatre He attended
the Seminar to develop a philosophical
perspective, as excellence in his craft
is not enough for the task he faces.

Olson was challenged by the Seminar, even
to the extent of having to rethink the
practical base of his theatre art- - some
thing he hadn’t expected to do. This he
found to be an excellent, though gruel
ling, experience, as it strengthened his
Christian commitment to redemption of
theatre, and gave him a firmer base as
to how and why God wants to redeem it.

Dr. Olof Sorenson is a teacher of art
appreciation and art studies at Furman
University. He has often struggled with
the problem that 75% of students take art
simply because it is required, and won

Kosowan and Olson: enjoying interview ders how one can teach these students to
apply aesthetic principles to life in

general, (e.g. how to build a factory using “aesthetic principles”.) And
so for him, Wolterstorff’s lecture on the aesthetic dimension of life at
large was a highlight. He found the readings and bibliographies a good

‘ introduction to literature outside his own field which can be used in fine
arts studies.

Although Sorenson did not endorse completely the faith-integration model
used by Seerveld, he found him to be a first-rate scholar, not dogmatic,
always willing to consider other points of view, and always extremely
well-prepared. The seminar was even more pertinent to his field than he
had expected. Even those aspects which did not directly apply will be
beneficial to him in collegial relationships and interdisciplinary courses.

We are thankful for the Lord’s blessing on this Seminar, and pray for His
continuation of the work that was begun.

L. Kosowan Hines serves as Institute Secretary

Progress on AACS Nembership’iJrive

As of August 15, we have an additional 70 new AACS members who have
joined with us in our work in Christian education in the last two
months. Since this effort began in April., we have welcomed a total
of 170 new members. Tf you would like to become an AACS member or
want more information about the work of AACS, please write us at
229 College Street, Toronto, Ontario M5T lR4.
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Wolters explores Biblical Basics for a
Christian Philosophy by Susan Harper

A basic Christian philosophy is of
utmost importance in dealing with
any given subject from a Christian
perspective. Whether one is dea
ling with the area of Christian aes
thetic values, Biblical hermeneutics,
or what have you, there must be a
philosophical framework from which
to work. As the title for this sum
mer course suggests, it is these
Biblical Basics found in the Word
t.o which people must look to find
the framework of creational norms.
However imperfect our attempts, we
are called to search for those norms
and to act in accordance with our
best knowledge. A systemization of
these norms constitutes a Christian
philosophy.

Because the question of a systematized Christian philosophy is so funda
mental to every life issue, this two-week AACS summer course taught by
Al Wolters could appeal to the needs of almost all Christians, whether
they be seminary students, teachers, or laymen. The course did in fact
draw twelve such people from these walks of life, creating a stimulating
classroom atmosphere in which diverse outlooks were expressed. Some took
the course merely for personal enrichment, while others were searching
for a Christian perspective in the working arena.

All in the class had the opportunity to discuss a philosophy which would
allow them to draw every aspect of their life toaether under one heading,
God’s authority. Contrary to what has been historically true, there is
no need to live an existence full of contradictions, separating one’s
life into the Christian and the non-Christian. If God does indeed rule
over all of creation- - and He does- -then people are called to develop all
of their talents to their fullest, whether it be musically, artistically,
in teaching or the ministry. We are called to be free under God’s autho
rity, not stifled. By dividing up life into the Christian and the secu
lar, Christians in the past have either excluded themselves from areas
of life that provide great possibilities for obedience to God as well as
personal fulfillment, or they have involved themselves in these areas
with feelings of guilt. We are called to freedom under God to serve Him
with all of our talents.

The small seminar atmosphere made it possible for people of varied back
grounds and ages to gather together to discuss the possibilities for
Christian philosophy encompassing every area of their life. Obedience to
God is of primary importance, but certainly the value of newly recognized
opportunities for self-development cannot be belittled. It would be dif
ficult to take such a course without widening one’s horizons.

Susan Harper is a Senior English major at Calvin College who lives near

Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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A selective list of important books in theology

The literature in theology is exceedingly rich. Abundant resources are

available in the many fields of theological study. In addition to the

two outstanding reference works listed at the beginning, this list con

tains only a small sampling of “niust” reading for every student of theo

logy. Many of the books are clearly un-Reformed, yet all make important

points and have been extremely influential.

REFERENCE WORKS

G.J. Botterweck and H. Ringgren, ed. , Theological Dictionary of the Old
Testament. Eerclmans, 1974-

G. Kittel, ed. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. (10 vols.)
Eerdmans, 1964-1976.

IMPORTANT BOOKS IN MODERN THEOLOGY

G.C. Berkouwer, Divine Election. Eerdmans, 1960.

General Revelation. Eerdmans, 1955.

Man: the Image of God. Eerdinans, 1962.

Three landmark books by the foremost contemporary Reformed dogmati—

cian calling for renewed appreciation of God’s revelation in creation,

the comfort of election and the unity of man.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters andPapers from Prison. Fontana Books, 1957.

Soul-stirring letters from a modern man wrestling to live his faith

in the chaos of modern life.

Carl Braaten, Eschatology and Ethics. Augsburg Publishing House, 1954.

History and Hermeneutics. Westminster, 1966.

These two volumes by w. Pannenberg’s leading American disciple cogent

ly trace out the depth crisis in ethics and hermeneutics, although

the solutions he offers fall short.

Emil Brunner, The Divine Imperative. Lutterworth Press, 1937.

Although still marred by a command/ordinance dualism, this influen

tial book by one of the giants of neo—orthodoxy is a courageous ef

fort to develop a Christian approach to life in society.

John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, ed. J.T. McNeill.
(2 vols.) Westminster Press, 1960.

A reformational classic still indispensable today.

H.G. Gadamer, Truth and Method. Seabury Press, 1975.

The most recent and exhaustive treatment of hermeneutic issues, the

“book” around which the scholarly debate turns.
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Langdon Gilkey, Maker of Heaven and Earth. Doubleday, 1965.

Naming the Whirlwind. Bobbs-Merrill, 1909.

These two books, although influenced by Tillich, made the case for the

insufficiency of modern answers in regard to creation and religious

language.

H. Reinhold Niebuhr, Christ and Culture. Harper, 1956.

Significant description of the alternative ways Christians have rela

ted Christ and culture.

J.A. Olthuis et al., Out of Concern for the Church. Wedge, 1970.

J.H. Olthuis et al., Will All the King’s Men... Wedge, 1972.

Two collections of essays in the Reformation tradition attempting to

face the modern crisis in the church.

James M. Robinson and John Cobb, eds., The New Hermeneutics. Harper,l964.

Important American—German interchange on the “new hermeneutiàs” with

an excellent introductory essay by J.M. Robinson.

H.N. Ridderbos, Paul: An Outline of his Theology. Eerdmans, 1975.

The Coming of the Kingdom. Presbyterian E1 Reformed, 1962.

Probably the best one-volume introduction to Pauline thought as well

as an important study analyzing the importance of the Kingdom, by a (
leading Dutch New Testament theologian.

H.E. Runner, The Relation of the Bible to Learning. Toronto, 1970.

A powerful case for an integrated .Biblical endeavour in academic

study.

Paul Tillich, The Courage to Be. Yale, 1952.

The “little classic” in the liberal tradition which confronted modern

man head on with the necessity to believe.

S.U. Zuidema, Communication and Confrontation. Wedge, 1972.

Incisive philosophical—theological essays from a reformational per

spective.

This bibliography has been compiled by Dr. James Olthuis, ICS Senior Mem

ber in Philosophical Theology.

(
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Ontario conference focuses on work
by Linda Leenders

Resting from the daily vocational work of their hands, 800 people’gath
ered together on the August 1 holiday weekend to reflect on the theme
“The Work of Our Hands”. Coming from all walks of life and numerous pro
vinces and states, this large body of Christians met to grow in a unifiec
view of work at the l977Ontario AACS conference, held again at Niagara
Christian College in Fort Erie.

We could have good hope of sharing such unity even at so diversely peo
pled a conference, because whether we ate or drank, sang songs or played
games, sat and discussed in the sunshine or ran for protection from thun
der storms, we could be conscious df the one thing that brought us there
- -our common commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ. That made it good to
be together.

-

The common view of labour that shaped each speech and workshop was that
labour means service-- three-fold service. First, our work is a response
to our Creator, a form of our ultimate service and worship of the Lord.
Second, the products made and work rendered is for serving our neighbours’
needs. Third, we are serving or meeting the needs of our Lord’s creation
by stewardly caring for and developing’ al,l its resources and potentials.
And a by-product or blessing from such service is self-realization. As
Sander Griffioen pointed out, self-fulfillment--the satisfying of our de
sire to feel wanted and needed- - can never be realized when made the goal
of our work, but will naturally be realized when our work is other-direc
ted service. Working for self leads to death, but accepting the accom
plished work and victory of Christ leads to life. Having His Rest, we
can sacrifice ourselves also in our vocations and experience His Shalom
more fully on earth.

Deviations from this understanding of work have historically caused work

Vanderkloet: Why Work Anyway? Griffioen: The Future of Labour

The rainbow of God’s covenant stretched out over the work of our hands
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Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, And all these things shall be
added unto you, Allelu, alleluiahl

to be a curse rather than a blessing. In his opening speech Ed Vander
kloet, Executive Director of the Christian Labour Association of Canada
(CLAC) , clearly showed this front history. He traced the varying concepts
of work held by the Greeks and Romans; the Church in the Middle Ages; the
people of the Reformation, Renaissance and Enlightenment; and the Nazis,
Communists and Capitalists of our modern era. Only to the extent that
work is structured according to the Christian idea of service can Shalom
be experienced.

Dr. Griffioen, Senior Member in Economic Theory at the ICS, continued Sa
turday afternoon to clarify the distortion of work in our culture. Our
glorification of productive work to the point of its determining a person’s
worth has led also to the degradation and dehumanization of work. In an
attempt to increase the productive efficiency of labour, we have broken
it down into manageable, machine-like time units without attention to
its quality- - the wholeness and meaning of the work. Griffioen also stres
sed that if labour is to have a real future, we must view it as service.
We must structure our work to be faithful to that end under the umbrella
of God’s Shalom.

The structuring of work situations to help us be obedient and live full
God-praising lives came up in each of the workshops. Workshops were held
on management (led by Kees Vreugdenhil), the co-responsibility of workers
(Co Vanderlaan), job frustration (Sylvan Gerritsma), work and families
(Mary VanderVennen), and work and women (Dr. Mary Vander Goot).

This last workshop seemed to inspire the strongest emotional debates. A-
gain we can be guided and stabilized by the message that came through both
the Sunday worship service and the Bible study: Each person’s calling from
God, whether male or female, is not to a particular vocation; rather, our
calling is to accept and live God’s full redeemed life, to live out in
our flesh the will of God. If there is a need and God has qualified us to
meet it, both in talents and vocational opportunity, then we are free to
serve God through that vocation. If a woman’s vocation is nurturing her
children and their need for her full time continues, ‘and if she is se.r
ving God in her mothering, then she is obeying her calling to be a work
man approved of God. If her children’s need for nurture is being met as
obediently as possible and she has time to serve in another vocatio.n,

I
r
I, ‘

“1’
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Workshop leaders (clock
wise from top right):
Co Vanderlaan, Sylvan
Gerritsma, Mary Vander
Goot, Mary VanderVennen,
Kees Vreugdenhil.

\fr’
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she is free to respond. The same holds
true for a nan in his chosen vocation:
if he is able to obey his calling to be
God’s chfld in his present vocation and
a true need for him continues there, he (is obedient to remain. If an opportu
nity can be found for him to work out
his calling with more structured free
dom to be obedient, then he is free to
change.

The chief thing for every person is to
search out and know in his own heart
that he is doing the will of his Father.
That was the unifying confession of our
conference. Living out this confession,
like the conference, is a Body-thing--
we are many members, helping each other
bring Christ’s Shalom into the struc
tures of the whole creation.

Linda Leenders teaches remedial reading half—time at the Christian grade

school in Brampton, and is completing an M.Phil. in psychology at the In

sti tute.

New cassette tapes and Institute papers available

CASSETTE TAPES

How to read the book of Proverbs by Calvin Seerveld $2.50

The struggle for obedience in scholarship by Al Wolters 2.50

Answers to questions about AACS (2 tapes) by Gordon Spykman 5.00

M. PHIL. THESES

Reflections on theology at the University of Leiden before $3.50*
the Synod of Dordt (180 pp.) by Don Sinnema

Man, faith and religion in Bavinck, Kuyper and Dooyeweerd 3.50*

(100 pp.) by Harry Fernhout

Kant’s critique of beauty and taste: explorations into a l450*
philosophical aesthetics (486 pp. , bound) by Lambert Zuidervaart

Psychology Syllabus (readings)

Views of man and psychology in Christian perspective: some 4.00*
readings (179 pp..) compiled by Arnold De Graaff

* plus 50 for postage and handling

Please send your order and payment to AACS, 229 College Street, Toronto,
Ontario M5T 1R4

Sunday service: Rev. A. Kuyvenhoven
speaks on “God’s Calling”
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ICS Ph.D. student leads evening music seminar
by Lambert Zuidervaart

I
Last fall, while looking for ways of gainful
employment that could tie in with my study
ing during 1976-77, I began to consider lea
ding a seminar on 20th Century music. En
couraging responses to a letter I sent help
ed convince me the time was ripe for such
a seminar. It would help Christians share
viewpoints and experiences academically in
order to nurture our musical growth today
within a largely post-Christian culture. So
it happened that one wintry Wednesday evening
in February, a group of ten gathered in our
living room to begin “Aesthetic Viewpoints
within Contemporary Concert Music”.

Zuidervaart: éerving Christ with In each of the ten weekly sessions we concen
musical integrity trated on the music and writings of a major

20th Century composer. On the basis of pre
assigned readings and listenings, we would listen to an important piece
of music and discuss it along with the philosophic issues it implied. We
uncovered in Claude Debussy’s “Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun” a dis
satisfaction with 19th Century European approaches to music. Bela Bartok’s
music led us to consider the challenge of doing music today out of a peo

( plehood, a true community with strong cultural roots such as Christians
profess the Body of Christ to be. Ourseminar then moved on to two gi
ants of contemporary music, Igor Stravinsky and Arnold Schoenberg. Their
music brought into discussion various conservative, revolutionary, and
reformational attitudes towards musical traditions in the Western World,
along with aesthetic notions such as fine art, beauty, and taste; philo
sophic ones such as freedom and historical responsibility; and more de
tailed questions about the nature of music, musical form, perception, and
logic. Anton Webern’s “Opus 10, No. 3” helped us examine the role of
technique and theoretical analysis in musical activities.

Next, we turned our attention to the music of two North American composers
whose philosophic roots lie in New England Transcendentalism, Charles Ives
and Elliot Carter. After noting their attempts to find a healthy place
for music within human life, several of us enjoyed hearing Carter’s dis
cussion of several of his compositions prior to a concert that featured
those works. We explored during our last two sessions the music and wri
tings of Edgard Varese, John Cage, Olivier Massiaen, and Kalrheinz Stock
hausen, four composers who have had much impact on such tecent develop
ments as electronic music, use of chance, multi-media happenings, and
attempted fusions of Oriental and Western music. Important questions sur
faced about connections between technology and music, attempted reductions
of music to organized sound, and the impasse in secular Western culture
that musicians face today.

In retrospect, it sjrikes me how unusual it is to find ten Christians rea
dy to survey together contemporary concert music (as distinct from folk,
popular, or church music) from philosophic and aesthetic vantage points.
Many people, Christians included, are barely aware of 20th Century music
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that continues and alters the musical tradition of Bach, Mozart, Bee.thoven,
and Brahms. Nor are they aware of the upheavals, struggles, and rapid in
novations that have taken place in this music. Yet Christians who want to
be inviting beacons of shalom cannot afford to remain ignorant of the spi
rits at work during the twilight of Western culture, also within concert (
music. Especially those entrusted with artistic leadership, such as the
music educators, performers, composers, and aestheticians who participa
ted in our seminar, must gain insight together into contemporary music,
insight rooted in the wisdom of the gospel. This will help us serve
Christ’s Body with musical integrity, led by His Spirit, as we return joy
ful music-making to its normal place in our homes and social life, musi
cally educate children and young people, develop new songs to sing and play
before the Lord, or lead people into the musical riches which God in His
grace has given us through human workmanship.

I believe the seminar helped us move one step further along a path of obe
dient musical service. I myself found it exciting and encouraging to re
search contemporary music in interaction with perceptive fellow Christians.
As a result, I have gained strength for my doctoral research at the ICS
into the writings of Theodor W. Adorno, a German neo-Marxist philosopher,
aesthetician, sociologist, and musicologist. To analyze wholesomely his
penetrating assessments of music within 20th Century culture will require
and will sharpen the insights received through our seminar.

This September, my wife, Joyce Recker, and I will be settling in West Ber
lin for at least a year. She hopes to continue her studies in music, par
ticularly piano, while I pursue my research into Adorno’s philosophy of
music in conjunction with knowledgeable professors there. We look for
ward to our year abroad, made possible largely by an AACS grant, as a time
for deepening the gifts and understandings with which we hope to continue
offering musical and aesthetic service to God’s people and his world. We (
do not leave without hesitating. Yet we do so confidently, knowing we are
one in the Spirit with fellow Christians in Toronto and across North Amer
ica who have a common task: to seek Christ’s Kingdom in all its transfor
ming power.

Lambert Zuidervaart is an ICS Junior Member working towards his Ph.D.

degree in aesthetics.

ICS News

* James Olthüis participated in the Regent College Summer Session in
Vancouver, B.C. , from July 4-22. He reports a delightful experience

in which the participants shared and learned in a seminar on “Male and
Female in Marriage, Family and Friendship”.

* On July 29, 30, and 31, James Olthuis led a seminar on “Male and Fe
male in Marriage, Family and Friendship” as part of the summer semi

nar of the Breckenridge Christian Ministries in Breckenridge, Colorado.
It was an intensive, warm, caring three days for the approximately 40 (participants who came from as far away as California and Wisconsin.
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* On Tuesday evening, July 5, James Olthuis addressed an enthusiastic
overflow crowd in the First Church of Vancouver on the subject

“Intimacy in Marriage, Family and Friendship”.

* Bernard Zyistra presented a lecture entitled “Modernity and the Ame
rican Empire” at the Free University on May 5, under the auspices of

its Philosophy Department, and at the University of Pretoria in South
Africa on June 29, under the sponsorship of its Faculty of Theology.

* Recently released is a book edited by C. Thomas Mclntire, entitled
God, Hfstory and Historians: Modern Christian Views of History, pub

lished by Oxford University Press in New York. The book should be avai
lable in academic bookstores within the next month or two, and will also
be distributed by Wedge.

* The AfiLCS has recently reprinted Calvin Seerveld’s A Christian Criti
que of •Art and Literature. It is available from Wedge for $3.95,

plus 75 for postage and handling.

* Christian Perspective in Sociology

Sociology students who do not have the advantage of Christian guidance
in their work may wish to read the small book Christians and Sociology,
written by Dr. David Lyon (whose recent lecture at the Institute was re
ported in the April/May issue of Perspective). It gives helpful insights
into understanding from a Christian point of view the various aspects of
the work of sociologists, and makes a good gift for a student. It can be
ordered from Intervarsity Press (price $2.70), or from Wedge Publishing
Foundation, 229 College Street, Toronto M5T 1R4.

( * Two former Institute students, Ron Roper and Roger Henderson, assis
ted with the teaching of a course on Dooyeweerd’s philosophy for the

Crucible, a forum for radically Christian studies in the context of the
University of California, Berkeley. The co-ordinating teacher of the
course was Dr. Lynn S. Boliek, who studied with Dooyeweerd and received
the Th.D. under Berkouwer at the Free University of Amsterdam. Contours
of a Christian Philosophy by Kalsbeek, edited by the Zylstras and publi
shed by Wedge, was the textbook for the eight-week course. The Crucible
offers courses in such areas as biblical studies, theology and philosophy
each academic quarter in tandem with the University of California, Berke
ley. Anyone interested in the services offered by the Crucible can write
them at P.O. Box 4308, Berkeley, CA 94704.

* We’ve received word that the .Uni
versity Press of America (4710

Auth Place, S.E. , Washington, D.C.)
will be publishing the major papers
and responses of the International
Conference on Human Engineering and
the Future of Man, held at.Wheaton

College

in July 1975, which the ICS
L co-sponsored. The book, Modifying

Man Implications and Ethics, will be1 edited with an introduction by Dr.
$‘ Craig W Ellison, Associate Professor
J of Psychology, Westmont College, and

Director of the conference. The book
Henderson, Boliek and Roper: teaching features dialogue between evangelical
Dooyeweerd’s philosophy in California and non-evangelically oriented scho
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lars as well as the statement “Evangelical Perspectives on Human Enginee
ring”, drawn up by a post-corference 20-member commission. Contributors

include James Olthuis, Daniel Callahan, Perry London, Mark Hatfield, Rob

ert Sinsheimer, Donald MacKay, and Carl F.H. Henry, among others. Because

University Press of America publishes academic materials in limited quan

tities, your pre-publication orders (by November) will affect the final
price. You don’t need to pay when ordering. Just indicate your desire
to purchase the book. The projected range is $7 to $9, depending on the
number of the first printing. Modifying Man will be available in January,
1978.

AACS News

STAFF CHANGES

During the summer we welcomed two new members
to the administrative staff of AACS: Belinda
Vaartjes and Evelyn Kuntz-Hielema. Belinda
is Assistant to the Business Manager, Harry
Vander Velde, and is working in the general
area of bookkeeping and financial administra
tion. A native of Toronto, Belinda’s exper
ience includes study of bookkeeping and ac
counting after high school and work in data
processing for the Bank of Montreal. (
Evelyn will join us full time in September as
AACS secretary, overseeing the office secre
tarial work and serving as secretary to the
Executive Director. Evelyn recently gradua
ted from Calvin College where she majored in
English, and last summer she worked as secre
tary for Paedeia Press in St. Catharines, On
tario.

We have been thankful for the services of Niki
Lazaridou Moquist, who served as the AACS sec
retary for the last two years. Niki left our
staff in May to spend the summer at home in
Cyprus and then to take another position in

____

Toronto. We have also appreciated the servi
ces of Mathilda Kuntz, Evelyn’s sister, during
the interim period before Evelyn was able to
join our staff full time.

Moving? Please include your former address
when sending us an address change. If you in- -

form us of your move beforehand, it will -save
us time and postal charges.

Evelyn Kuntz-Hie lema

4

Belinda Vaartjes
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Dear folks: God is so good! I can’t tell you how excited I get being a
partner in the things God is doing through you! To think these measly few
dollars from selling popcorn in Central Park can help pave the path to a
changed culture!! God has been opening up new directions in my life it
is good! Aren’t we lucky God loves us?! Hallelujah!

New York City

...Hereby enclosed my $25.00 for 1977. I wish you wouldn’t always use
that little phrase (tax deductible) it just makes me sick, if I want to
give a donation I couldn’t care less if it’s.tax deductible or not.

Another reason I haven’t paid earlier is that I heard that Jim Olt
huis wrote in one of his books that there is nothing wrong with sex before
marriage, to me that is not according to the Bible. Please let me know
your views on this.

Edmonton, Alberta

We recognize that (a tax deduction) should not be the strongest motiva
tion to make a donation, and that for most people the most important mat
ter is certainly whether the cause itself is worthy of the support.. .It is
not true that (Olthuis) has written that or anything like that, because
you are absolutely right that that is not according to the Bible.

( Dear Dr. Griffioen: ...A few years ago my faith went through something of
a crisis. It’s rather complicated but the end result is that I find my
self very sympathetic to the aims of the ICS. . .1 reject the methodological
type of economics which is prevalent in our academic institutions and the
only real alternative that seems to be offered is the Marxist Economics.
By virtue of my life commitment I also reject Marxist views on economics.
...There seems to be no systematic work done in the direction of a Chris
tian theory of Economics...Could you direct me/us to any written material
which could be of assistance to us in our struggle... P.S. In simple lan
guage, this is a plea for help!

Victoria, Australia

.We are very much interested in the work of AAC.S and ICS. Our son has
been studying at the ICS for the past four or five years and we are happy
and most thankful with the results of these studies, and with the truly •
Christian and reformed influence the studying at the Institute and the
influence of the staff and dedicated concern and teaching-by the various
professors have had in the molding and developing of his thought and faith
life. We are so thankful that already early in his college career the
Lord directed our son to choose the Institute for Christian Studies for
his graduate studies.

Escalon, California

Enclosed is a cheque for $8.00. I would like to be able to contribute more
(,,but as a student find my finances in a dire state. However I believe very

strongly in the work you are doing and support it in my thoughts and pra
yers. Keep up the good work!

Calgary, Alberta
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Celebration of Institute’s 10th anniversary October 29, 1977

Day’s events: (

1:00 p.m. AACS Annual Membership Meeting

4:00 p.m. Inaugural Address of Dr. Sander Griffioen

“Economics: Responsible Stewardship”

Location: Medical Sciences Auditorium
University of Toronto
King’s College Circle

5:30 p.m. Festive celebration of the Institute’s 10th Anniversary
including a light buffet

Location: AACS Building
229 College Street
Toronto, Ontario

(
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