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2000 CONVOCATION ICS GRADUATES AND INAUGURAL ADDRESS CELEBRATED

A unique understanding of°°”° —
lived experience
“It is this understanding ofart to which a creational aesthetics tries to do justice,
and to which I would like to dedicate my own work at ICS.”

by Natasja Vanderberg, (M.Phil.F.)
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O
n the 17th of November ICS celebrated
beginnings and successful completions.
Gathered in the Knox College Chapel,
family and friends of the ICS community

heard the Inaugural Address of Dr. Adrienne
Dengerink Chaplin, senior member in
Philosophical Aesthetics, and celebrated with six
junior members as they received their degrees.

In an address entitled “‘Untitled’ — A
Creational Aesthetics of Naming and Framing,”
Dengerink Chaplin officially marked the
beginning of her tenure at ICS. In her address,
she described a creational theory of aesthetics in
which art brings us into intimate contact with
creational reality, often revealing aspects of this
reality that otherwise remain hidden. In other
words, art can offer us a unique understanding of
lived experience.

“The unique kind of understanding of our
lived experience offered by art can nurture a
deepening spirit of neighbourly sensitivity in a
world driven by measurable success and
achievable goals, a world unable to cope with
pain, weakness, and waiting,” she said. “It is this
understanding of art to which a creational
aesthetics tries to do justice, and to which I
would like to dedicate my own work at ICS.”

After celebrating the work of Dengerink
Chaplin, the event moved to a different sort of
celebration — a graduation. Six junior members
were recognized for their successful completion
of their respective programs. Five junior
members received their Master of Philosophical
Foundations degree and one received her Master
of Woridview Studies.

The graduates were: Yana Filipenko (Master
in Philosophical Foundations, Interdisciplinary

Studies), Henry Friesen (M.Phil.F.,
Philosophical Theology), Joshua Lie (M.Phil.F.,
Philosophical Theology), Weon Cheol Park
(M.Phil.F., Philosophical Theology), Jonathan
Weverink (M.Phil.F., Systematic Philosophy),
and Jenny Smit (Master in Woridview Studies).

The graduates did not only receive their
degrees, but also the personal congratulations of
their mentors, who have travelled with the junior
members through a major part of their academic
journey(s). Graduate Henry Friesen responded
on behalf of the graduates in a speech after the
degrees were conferred.

After Convocation, everyone present gathered
for a time of fellowship and a chance to offer
their congratulations to Dengerink Chaplin and
the graduates. It was truly a celebratory evening!
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New books

Adrienne Dengerink
Chaplin giving her
inaugural address.

Back row: Henry Friesen, Jonathan Weverink, Jenny
Smit, Yana Filipenko Front row: Adrienne Dengerink
Chaplin, Weon Cheol Park and Joshua Lie
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D
oes the Institute for Christian Studies

-have ‘customers’? Do we have a ‘product,’
and, if so, what is our ‘market’ and our
‘competitive advantage’?

At first hearing, the language of business
seems quite Out of place in the context of
Christian higher education. But in the last few
months Institute staff members have tried to get
used to this language, as we worked together to
develop a ‘Business Plan’ for ICS.

In recent years ICS has done a great deal of
strategic planning. In the spring of 1999 the
Board of Trustees adopted a new ‘Directions’
statement, outlining a vision for the development
of ICS in the next ten years. My columns in
recent issues of Perspective have dealt with
different aspects of this statement. But we still
needed to develop a step-by-step implementation
plan to move ICS toward that vision, and to
provide the fiscal and other resources needed to
make the vision possible. That’s where the
Business Plan comes in.

When you think about it, there are some
interesting analogies between ICS and a business
enterprise. Our students and our supporters are
comparable to ‘customers;’ we need to
communicate to these groups the importance of
our mission, and invite them to share (‘buy into’)
it. Our publications and our graduates are among
the ‘products’ of the Institute, and our identity as
a philosophical school working in the reformed
tradition can be regarded as our ‘competitive
advantage’ in relation to other graduate schools.

A key purpose of the ICS Business Plan is to
ensure that all our activities (student recruitment,
publishing, book sales, fundraising, program
development, etc.) are guided by our mission,

and that we have clear strategies for all that we
do. There are six strategic components in our
Business Plan: an Academic Excellence strategy,
a Communications strategy, a Student Services
strategy, a Donor Relations strategy, a Major
Donor strategy, and an Operations strategy.
Each of these strategies is the responsibility of a
staff team, with a designated lead person. The
staff teams are now working with
implementation plans, including specific action
steps and deadlines, for each strategy area. The
staff teams are accountable to each other, to the
president, and, of course, to the Board of
Trustees.

Working with the Business Plan has enabled
the ICS staff to stay focused on the task at hand,
guided by our ‘Directions’ statement. This
statement includes a commitment to “secure
needed fiscal resources” to sustain our mission.
In the current fiscal year our goal is to increase
donation revenue by $160,000 to support current
programs. The Donor Relations and Major Gift
strategies obviously play a key role in meeting
this goal. Staff members are approaching this
challenge with new energy and zeal in the
context of the Business Plan.

So maybe the language of business is not that
foreign to higher education after all. Pray with us
that our Business Plan may continue to be a
useful tool as we seek to develop ICS as a vibrant
Christian graduate school which provides
creative, biblical and thoughtful academic
leadershii student,d the broader Christian
comn ‘America and beyond.

THE BUSINESS OF HIGHER EDUCATION

“Our publications and our
graduates are among the products
of the Institute ...“
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Transition: new Dean for ICS

A
s ofJanuary 1, policies, with the Toronto began a half-year curriculum in 1996. He
2001, Robert Hart began his School of Theology sabbatical. He is due to also played a key role in
Sweetman took tenure as Academic (TST) added a complex retire from his post as a review of the Master

over the role of Dean in 1997. A few dimension to Hart’s Senior Member in of Worldview Studies
Academic Dean of ICS months later he work, as he supervised Systematic Philosophy program m 1999.
from Hendrik Hart. underwent surgery for the cross-appointment this summer. Sweetman has extensive
As Academic Dean, prostate cancer. After of faculty and the cross Sweetman has been a contacts in TST and
Sweetman is respon- his recovery period listing of courses. The member of the ICS other parts of the
sible for the overall Hart resumed his quest smooth implementation faculty since 1991. He Umversity of Toronto.
development and co- to clarify and enforces a of the TST relationship served as member of the Sweetman is excited
ordination of academic variety of academic owes much to Hart’s Curriculum Committee about the challenges he
programs, and super- policies (including dedication and for several years, and will face as Academic
vises the implementa- deadlines!). The persistence. spearheaded a major Dean. Several faculty
tion of academic Institute’s affiliation As ofJanuary 1 Hart revision of the appointmeiits will be
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I
first met Dr. Timothy Noone, ICS’s 2001
Christianity and Learning Lecturer, in the fall
of 1979 at a dinner held for first year students
of the University of Toronto’s Centre for

Medieval Studies. While the rest of the diners
(myself included) nibbled nervously and made
pleasant conversation, Timothy Noone spoke
earnestly and with terrifying fluidity about the
joys and problems of metaphysical thought. The
rest of us listened with that potent combination of
befuddlement, admiration, and condescension
one notices every time people confront the truly
eccentric.

What is the point of the story? Am I trying to
slag an honoured guest before he can even show
up? No way! The point of the story is this: Tim
Noone was already then insatiably, one might
even say irrepressibly, interested in the project of
Christian philosophy. In those days, his master in
Christian philosophy was the redoubtable French
Catholic philosopher Etienne Gilson, along with
Thomas Aquinas, of course, or at least as Gilson
interpreted him.

By the time Tim Noone had become Dr.
Timothy Noone of the Franciscan Institute of St.
Bonaventure’s University in Western New York,
he had moved from Gilson and the philosophy of
Thomas Aquinas to the coterie of Franciscan
theologians teaching at Oxford in the mid-
thirteenth century. The ‘household’ name of
Richard Rufus and the perennially cranky Roger
Bacon come to mind. At the Franciscan Institute,
Dr. Noone became involved with the great
editing projects being undertaken by the
Franciscan Order under the direction of the late
Fr. Gideon Gal OFM. This work turned Dr.
Noone’s attention to arguably the greatest of all
Franciscan philosophers of the Middle Ages, the
subtle and exhausting John Duns Scotus. Dr.

made in the next few
years. ICS will also
consider new ways of
serving students
(through distance
education and short
courses) and of
enhancing its academic
contact with other
Christian institutions
and individual
scholars. Sweetman’s
appointment has the
enthusiastic

Noone’s ever broadening competence in
Franciscan philosophical figures and texts would,
in turn, parlay itself into the Chair of Franciscan
Philosophy at Washington D.C.’s Catholic
University of America, a position he holds to this
day.

In all of this his interest in Christian
philosophy has continued to burn brightly.
Indeed, in the last two years or so there has been
a revival of talk about Christian philosophy
within a variety of Catholic contexts: among
Thomist followers of Etienne Gilson, among the
followers ofJacques Maritain, among the
Augustinians of Villanova, and perhaps most
intensely of all, among the students of Franciscan
philosophy. Last year, for example, a large
conference on Christian philosophy took place on
the campus and under the sponsorship of the
Franciscan University of Steubenville, Ohio. Dr.
Timothy Noone was one of the keynote speakers.

And so it seemed natural to ask Dr. Noone to
come to the Institute for Christian Studies to give
the Christianity and Learning Lectures, March
22-23, 2001. We could only benefit from his
sustained and passionate commitment. I thought
this especially so since we Reformational thinkers
are far more familiar with Thomist Catholic
thought than with the Franciscan tradition, even
though the Franciscan tradition is in most ways
far closer to our own. When asked, Dr. Noone
was happy to comply. He has agreed to take on
the theme of Christian philosophy in the
Franciscan tradition in three lectures entitled:

1. Christian Philosophy and St. Bonaventure
2. Franciscan Attitudes from 1274 until 1300
3. Philosophy, Faith, and the Limits of

Reason in John Duns Scorns
For myself, I look forward to hearing at close

range what might be called a minority Catholic
voice on a subject that is central to the being of
the Institute for Christian Studies. We should
have much to talk about.

The Christianity & Learning Lectures is
annual event hosted by the Institute for Christian
Studies. In the past we have invited prominent
Christian thinkers including Professor George
Tavard, renowned theologian, Dr. Ursula
Franklin, distinguished scientist and Professor
Emeritus, University of Toronto, and Dr. Jean
Bethke Elshtain, Professor of Social and Political
Ethics, University of Chicago, who present their
views on various issues related to Christianity.
The lectures are open to the public; we encourage
you to join us!

CHRISTIANITY AND LEARNING LECTURES 2001.

Christian philosophy in the
Franciscan tradition by Bob Sweetman

Academic
excellence
successful
thesis
defense for
ICS Junior
Members

H enry Friesen
(Branford,
Ontario, originally

from Manitoba)
successfully defended
his thesis entitled
Phronesis, Tradition,
Logos, and Context
uality. The examiners
congratulated Henry on
a thoughtful and tho
rough piece of scholar
ship that contributed to
the understanding of
Gadamer, German
Philosopher of Herme
neutics, in particular
and Hermeneutics in
general. They were
especially pleased with
the third chapter in
which the author made
an original contribution
to Gadamer scholarship
by connecting
Gadamer’s work with
Augustine’s concept of
verbum. In all, the
argument of the thesis
was well constructed
and contributed to the
persuasiveness of the
thesis.

Joshua Lie’s
(Indonesia) thesis dealt
with The Hermeneutic
Spiral as the Herme
neutics of Reconcili
ation: The Significance
of a Hermeneutics of
Connection for Biblical
Hermeneutics. In the
opinion of the exami
ners Joshua negotiated
this ambitious topic
very well. They were
especially impressed
with the connections
that were made with the
(Continued on Jage 4)

endorsement of his
colleagues, who look
forward to his
leadership in this
capacity.
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ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
(Continuedfrom page 3)

author’s own cultural situation, as well as with the
original manner in which he treated Danish
Philosopher Kierkegaard’s and French
Philosopher Derrida’s understanding of
Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac as recorded in
Hebrews.

Jonathan Weverink’s (Exeter, Ontario) thesis
entitled “Feminism is a Relativism” is an excellent
effort to comprehend a very great deal of work in
the area of feminist philosophy. In particular,
Jonathan tackled the question of whether or not
women, as distinct from men, may be thought to
have a distinct, or essential, nature. Jonathan
defends Luce Irigaray (pre-eminent theorist of
sexual difference) and Julia Kristeva (Psycho
analyst and Linguist) against the charge of
“essentialism”. He uses both Kristeva and Irigaray
to support his disagreement with Judith Butler.

Yana Fffippenko (Ukraine, recently became a
Canadian citizen) successfully defended her thesis
entitled Speech as metaphor of human becoming
according to St Augustine of Hippo. The
examiners were impressed by the scope and
quality of the research that was obviously carefully
undertaken. This impression of quality was
further reinforced during the oral defence. The
central concepts were well developed, and the
discussion of being/becoming was particularly
well handled. Yana has a good theological
imagination, and was encouraged by the
committee to publish sections of the thesis, and to
consider further research in the field.

Weon Cheol Park’s (Korea) thesis, Is there
ILLUSION in the Text? Deconstruction,
Meaning, and Hermeneutics, is an examination of
the implications ofJacques Derrida’s
deconstruction for Christian Hermeneutics.
Although Weon Cheol is not without critique of
Derrida, he argues that Kevin van Hoozer
seriously misreads Derrida in his book, Is There a
Meaning in the Text? Weon Cheol demonstrated
great determination in tackling a thesis on such a
difficult topic and carrying it through to
successful completion. To write such a thesis in a
second language is also a considerable
achievement

studei lumni

AndrewJefferson, an
ICS alumnus who
currently lives in Den
mark with his wife
Lotte and daughter
Marie, recently pub
lished a thesis. The
thesis, entitled
“Remembering and
[Re]storying: An
exploration of the
unmaking and the
making of worlds in
relation to survivors of
torture and surviving
communities” was
completed at Copen
hagen University,
Institute for Psy
chology, in December
2000. Andrew works
for the Research
Department at the
Rehabilitation and
Research Centre for
Torture Victims
(RCT) in Copen
hagen.

On November gth,

Ron Kuipers (Ph.D.
candidate) and his wife
Cheryl Hanson wel
comed their daughter
Oliva Rose Kuipers
into the world; and on
November 30th, Jeff
Dudiak and Julie
Robinson (ICS alumni)
welcomed their son
York Emmanuel
Dudiak. We praise
God with both couples
and wish them every
blessing in their new
parental roles.

On December 30th,

Andrew Tenyenliuis,
a first-year student at
ICS, married Amy
Maas in Etobicoke,
Ontario. We congratu
late Andrew and Amy,
and pray that God will
richly bless them as
they start this new
phase in their lives
together.

ICS SYMPOSIUM SERIES

The incarnation of
modernity: Technology (as
liberal “kitsch”) and the
sequestrations of the self

O n November 30th, Ph.D. candidate Danny
Swick presented a symposium entitled: The
Incarnation ofModernity: Technology (as

Liberal “kitsch ‘2 and the Sequestrations of the Self
Ron Kuipers will present the next symposium
on February 15th, entitled Speaking ofSpirit: The
Meaning ofReligious Language Uses and the Public
Justification ofFaith.

Summary: So-called “analytic” philosophy of
religion exhibits a strong tendency to reduce the
meaning of religious life to a series of prepositio
nal beliefs, so that these may in turn be suscept
ible to a public and impartial rational discussion.
Such a reductionistic tendency, however, fails to
appreciate religion as a complex and multi
faceted life pattern or orientation. Can there be a
critical, public discussion of religion that does
not reduce the meaning of religious life to the
abstract level of intellectual assent to propo
sitions? I contend that such a non-reductive, yet
critical and public, discussion is possible, pre
cisely because it does not depend on, and is in
fact harmed by, the aforementioned reduced
understanding. If we adopt an alternative under
standing of the nature of human language and
the constitution of human meaning, both
discussed in this essay, we can achieve a more
adequate understanding of religious life, while at
the same time creating space for sensitive and
responsible public criticism and discussion of
such forms of life.

Danny Swick, is a direct descendent ofJohn Locke,
17th centwy British Philosopher, through his
grandmother, whose last name was Locke.

ONTARIO SUMMER CONFERENCE 2000

CD’s and Tapes for Sale
The Authority ofScripture and the Authority to
Change by Hendrik Hart
Reading Between the Lines by Sylvia Keesmaat
Sundav Woivhip Service vth message by
Richard Middleton
Cassette Tape: $10.00
Compact Disk: S12.00

Multi-Media Package
* all keyTlotes and worship service in MP3
format
* digital images from conference
* transcril)ts of keynote lectures
CD-ROM: $25.0()

V
JeffDudiak and Ron Kuipers
Julie Robinson
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Christianity and Learning
Lectures 2001: A free public lecture
series at ICS
Lecturer: Dr. Timothy Noone, The Catholic
University of America, School of Philosophy.
March 22-23, 2001 (FREE)

See article by Bob Sweetman.

ART TALKS!
“Does music Talk? Music and
word in theological perspective”
May 11,2001

Guest Speaker: Jeremy Begbie, widely published
author, noted performer of Mozart, Vice
President of Ridley Hall, Cambridge, England,
and lecturer of the Faculty of Divinity,
Cambridge University.

Art Talks! is an annual arts series funded by
the Ruth Memorial Fund.

ICS ONTARIO SUMMER CONFERENCE

“Food for thought: feasting
in God’s world”
August 10-13, 2001, Maple Grove Retreat
Centre, Thamesford, Ontario

Food! Is there anything more central to our
lives? Food provides us nourishment, comfort, a
focus for our labours, and an outlet for our
creativity. Jesus made food and eating central to
his ministry and to the communities he founded.
At the 2001 Ontario Summer Conference, we
will explore the various ways that food has
captured our imagination, from gardening to
advertising, from farming to fasting, from the
family farm to genetic engineering, from the
spirituality of food to eating disorders. Every
hunger will be satisfied!

For more events information please contact
Yvonne Barber at 416-979-2331 x237

• The Arts, Community and Cultural Democracy
Edited by Lambert Zuidervaart and
Henry Luttikhuizen. London: Macmillan Press
(ISBN 0-333-74691-0);
New York: St. Martin’s Press
(ISBN 0-312-22504-0), 2000.

T

his book arises from an interdisciplinary
and international conference held at Calvin
College and co-sponsored by ICS. Edited

by ICS alumni Lambert Zuidervaart and
Henry Luttikhuizen, it is one of the first
volumes published in a new Macmillan Press
series titled “Cross-Currents in Religion and
Culture.” It includes path-breaking essays by
Bob Goudzwaard, James Olthuis, and Calvin
Seerveld, among others. Art illustrations
accompany several essays, and the dust jacket
features a lovely reproduction of “Murmurs of
the Heart,” the sculpture by Joyce Recker given
to the Seervelds by ICS when Cal retired in
1995.

The book explores the role of the arts in
shaping contemporary religion and politics.
Zuidervaart’s “Art Is No Fringe: An Intro
duction” locates these concerns within the
Kuyperian tradition. The other twelve essays are
grouped into four parts. The essays in Part I
(Politics of Culture) describe economic,
technological, and political barriers to cultural
democracy, and they suggest how these barriers
can be overcome. Part II (Institutions of Art)
examines the impact such barriers have on the
arts, and shows how contemporary artists and
their communities can respond. Part ifi
(Questions of interpretation) investigates the role !
of creative interpretation in forming open
communities and contesting illegitimate
authority. Part TV (Creations of History) carries.
this investigation into the field of art history,
illustrating how artists and art historians have
addressed issues of communal identity and
cultural democracy in the past.

C’,
-f

‘Co

I

t has become clear in recent years that
reflection on foreign language education
involves more than questioning which

methods work best. This new volume carries
current discussions of the value-laden nature of
foreign language teaching into new territory by
exploring its spiritual and moral dimensions.
David Smith and Barbara Carvill show how the
Christian faith sheds light on the history, aims,
content, and methods of foreign language
education. They also propose a new approach to
the field based on the Christian understanding of
hospitality. A pioneering look at the implications
of Christian faith for foreign language education.

l11L1
events

_____

Ics

1
The book

explores the
role of the arts

in shaping
contemporary
religion and

politics..

The Gift of the Stranger: Faith, Hospitality,
and Foreign Language Learning
by David I. Smith, Barbara M. CarvillThe

:ft
of the

Stranger
j?1’i,h,. oJ

Pa i. I Sm ti,

Carvill

ICS Convocation 2 ..

Chairman of the Board John Huist, Chancellor Lambert
Zuidevaart and graduate Jenny Smit
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Jonathan Chaplin,
ICS political theorist,
accepted an invitation
to join a three-year
research project on the
political relevance of
The Nature of the
Human Person. The
project, involving a
team of 11 North
American scholars, is
funded by Pew
Charitable Trusts, and
headed by Professor
Jean Bethke Elshtain,
highly recognized
theologian from the
University of Chicago.
In November, Jonathan
visited the head office
of CLAC in
Mississauga for a
meeting with the new
President of the Work
Research Foundation,
Michael Van Pelt, and
WRF/CLAC staff
member Gideon
Strauss, to explore
possible areas of
common interest and
future cooperation.
And later in November,
he was one of two
panellists in a session
on politics and law at
Georgetown CRC’s
seminar on Christian
woridview, convened
by Gideon Strauss.

Hendrik Hart, ICS
systematic philosopher,
has been busy primarily
with administrative
assignments that come
with transferring his
job as dean to his
successor on December

31 of this year. That
involves various levels
of activity. One is
trying to finish off
certain assignments so
that the new person
need not be concerned
with them, such as
doing performance
reviews of persons who
report to the dean.
Another is making an
inventory of what is
involved in the job and
transferring that
information efficiently
and effectively. Yet
another is getting
unfinished work in
such a shape that
handing it over for
completion to another
person does not
interfere with the
smooth running of
administrative matters.
In addition, Henk has
been actively
supervising theses for
four Junior Members,
one of whom
graduated successfully
at the November
convocation. Five
other Junior Members
are about to begin with
their theses. Finally,
Henk is trying to finish
a book manuscript
which he is writing
together with Roman
Catholic philosopher
William Sweet from
Saint Francis Xavier
University in Nova
Scotia, editing a
version of his Summer
Family Conference
talk, and doing a final
edit of his book on
change in the Christian
tradition.

On November 3-4,
Bob Sweetman, ICS
historian of
philosophy/Dean, was
a participant in the 36th

annual conference of
editorial problems
(sponsored by the
University College,
University of Toronto)
entitled Editing Robert

Grosseteste. On March
2-3, Bob will be
presenting a paper on
Love, Understanding
and the Mystical
Knowledge of God
according to Meister
Eckhart, for the St.
Michael’s College,
Symposium at the
University of Toronto
entitled Mystics,
Visions and Miracles.

In December Doug
Blomberg (Philosophy
of Education)
completed his three-
year half-time
appointment in
Philosophy of
Education. Students
and colleagues alike
appreciated Doug’s
collegial spirit and
enthusiasm for his
task. Doug’s courses
were very well
received, and he made
significant progress on
his book on wisdom
and schooling.
Canadian Human
Resources regulations
make it necessary for
ICS to re-advertise the
Philosophy of
Education position at
this time. ICS hopes
to make an
appointment for the
2002 academic year.

Following her
inaugural address on
November 1 7th,

Adrienne Dengerink
Chaplin, ICS
philosopher of

aesthetics, began
preparing her address
for publication in the
near future. On the Art
Talks! front she is
pleased to announce
that the committee has
been able to book
Cambridge theologian
Jeremy Begbie to give
the annual Art Talks!
lecture on Friday, May
1 1th followed by a
more specialized
discussion seminar on
the Saturday morning
after, on his book
Theology, Music and
Time, which will also
be the main text of her
music aesthetics
seminar next term. Art
Talks! is an annual arts
series funded by the
Ruth Memorial Fund.

I
On November 15, Jim
Olthuis, ICS phi
losophical theologian,
participated in a one-
day symposium on
Sexual Identity and
Spiritual Identity for
pediatricians and
pastoral counsellors,
which was co
sponsored by The
Rochester Medical
Center and Colgate-
Rochester Seminary.
His presentation
emphasized the
intimate connection
between sexual
integrity and spiritual
identity. Jim’s book
manuscript on
psychotherapy, The
Beautiful Risk: A
Spiritual Psychology of

Loving and Being
Loved is now in the
final editing process.
Thanks be to God!

Sylvia Keesmaat, ICS
biblical scholar, has
published a review of
The Meaning ofJesus
by Marcus J. Borg and
N.T. Wright in The
Banner; as well as
“Mary’s subversive
word to the empire” in
the Catalyst, and “The
Song of Mary: ‘Where
Two Worlds Meet” in
Christian Courier.

George Vandervelde,
ICS systematic
theologian, attended a
Faith and Witness
Commission meeting
on November 13-14,
held at the Six Nations
Reserve in Brantford,
to consider the
theological implications
of the Residential
Schools for the life and
witness of the church
today. On December
13-14, George attended
a meeting of the
Continuation
Committee for a
Forum of Churches and
Ecumenical
Organizations. This
international group of
ten people met in
London, England to
plan the next steps in a
venture that is designed
to include churches and
groups that are either
not involved in the
ecumenical movement
(such as many
Evangelical and
Pentecostal churches)
or not members of the
World Council of
Churches (such as the
Roman Catholic
Church).
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news

Welcome to
Dawn Cuthill
Dawn Cuthill started
work at the lnstituie for
Christian Studies on
January 2 as adminis
trative assistant to the
Vice President as well
as reception and
bookkeeping assistant.
Dawn has completed
most of the require
ments of the Bachelor
of Arts program of

Redeemer College in
Ancaster, Ontario and
hopes to finish her
degree via evening
classes. We are pleased
to have her join our
staff. Dawn’s husband,
Chris Cuthill is a Ph.D.
student at ICS.

Lyn Storms has
reduced her work at
ICS to supervising the
bookkeeping. Lyn had
also been the property
manager for 229
College Street. This
work has been taken

over by Vidya
Williams who has been
on our staff for nearly
two years as an admini
strative assistant!
receptionist. Vidya will
also continue to manage
our donor database.

Carol Lammers has
been appointed to the
position of Executive
Assistant to President
Harry Fernhout. Carol
also continues as the
Donor Relations
Manager. Various other
tasks have been shifted

to others to free up
some of Carol’s time
to work with the
President.

Staff members see new
challenges and have
taken on their new
roles with enthusiasm.
We thank God for
their work and
commitment to the
educational mission of
‘CS.

syIqgt

Alvin Gongora
Latin American
finds ICS
worthwhile “. . . in
spite ofthe lack of
an intentional
connection to
Latin America,
ICS is proving
relevant to our
situation.”

A
fter the first snowstorm of the season buried
Toronto under a heavy white blanket, I
went out to do as I promised Marjorie. She

is an old lady whose friendship I have enjoyed for
ten years. I promised to look after her driveway
and back walkway lest any snow layer, no matter
how thick or thin, render her shut-in. I must
confess that I was ten times more exhausted than
I ever was ten years back when she helped me to
complete my masters degree by means of snow
shoveling, leaf raking, lawn mowing, and tons of
laughter.

This time it was not that fun. On top of that,
I came home to find another thick white layer for
me to get rid of. And this second one was not fun
either. “Why am I doing this?” I kept repeating
to myself after yet another backbreaking push.
There is only one answer: ICS. Is that
worthwhile?

I heard of ICS when I first came to Toronto
ten years ago to pursue graduate studies in
Theology. I was born in Colombia, and so were
Lilia, my wife, and Steven (14) and Seb (12), our
two sons. Back then we enjoyed four wonderful
years. The boys were just a couple of toddlers
who learned to speak English before they could
speak Spanish. As we were preparing to go back
home, the Colombian InterVarsity movement
invited me to serve as its National Director, and I
have held that position over the last seven years.
Meanwhile Lilia, a philosopher with graduate
studies in Political Science, lectured on Ethics at
the Javeriana University, an influential Jesuit
school.

My involvement with students, in the violent
context of Colombia, led my wife and me to play
an active role in several peace efforts that emerged
from what we call “the civil society.” This unclear
denomination describes different networks of civil
organizations that distance themselves from
armed groups, be they the official Colombian
Army or any of the guerrilla movements. Fifty
years of undeclared civil war are proving useless
and destructive to any military solution to the
Colombian conflict, which is an issue of social and

economic justice, not to mention corruption and
human rights violations.

As we in the Colombian InterVarsity movement
got involved in different sorts of activities (round
tables, rallies, writing, publishing, lobbying,
special projects for the victims of war, etc.), it
became clear that a deeper understanding of such
conflicts was needed. Even more so, it had to be an
understanding from a Christian perspective. Thus
ICS came back to my mind.

The Colombian students granted me a year
leave of absence and I applied to the school.
Thanks to a scholarship that was granted by ICS,
and the support of Spring Garden Baptist Church
(which provides housing) and Latin America
Mission, I was able to come with my family. While
I struggle my way into the unfamiliar world of the
rich Dutch Reformed tradition (I can’t even
pronounce the name “Dooyeweerd” properly),
together with Lilia we keep in touch with what is
going on in Colombia and Latin America. The
stakes are high in my country as it is evident that
the establishment, with the support of the United
States, is eager to launch a full-scale war that could
have long lasting devastating effects. Lilia, as the
chairperson of the Latin American Theological
Fraternity, has been able to provide a great deal of
leadership that is greatly appreciated by both
Christians and non Christians as many people join
forces to fight against violence.

In spite of the lack of an intentional connection
to Latin America, ICS is proving relevant to our
situation. I am concentrating on Hermeneutics,
with an eye on Political Theory. This is so because
the current violent state of affairs in Colombia is at
the same time a fertile soil for us as Christians to
sow the seeds of reconciliation and mutual respect
that lie at the heart of the gospel.

Once I finished clearing my driveway and stood
there, resting my sweaty and shaky body on the
shovel, I could answer in the affirmative. Yes, it is
worthwhile to enjoy the beauty of snowfalls,
Marjorie’s coffee and muffins, and Dooyeweerd’s
dense style. ICS has much to contribute to a
chaotic yet exciting country as my own

Alvin Gongora
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Capturing
created, differ
entiated compre
hensiveness in
few words.”
by Martijn Vroom

U
nlike Dooyeweerd,
I do not have the
time to capture all

of ICS in 4 large vol
umes, nor has Perspective
the space for such a
work.

I had fun at ICS.
That’s about the most
compressed thing I can
say without doing the
last three months in
justice. Coming from a
larger scale faculty at
the Free University, the
idea of community
combined with edu
cation and study was
new for me, and is — as
far as I know — quite
exceptional, in all the
uses of that word. ICS is
a place where everybody
is totally different —

some are less different
than others, having
shared genes out of the
Dutch clay, but still:
everybody fits in. Well,
as far as I have seen it
happen that is. It is
almost like the Junior
and Senior members of
ICS are friends first,
before colleagues or
students. And even the
friends of those ICS
friends blend in as easily
as if it were perfectly
normal.... At ICS I felt
more at home than at
the Free University of
Amsterdam. From the
first moment I entered

Payment
( hcque/\Ionev Order

ü \‘ISA#

Sign attire

that late-sixties, very
functional gray, brown
and khaki coloured
institute. A place where
even the art does not
succeed in brightening
up the place, but that

does not matter, because
the people take care of
that, all the way.

Bring your people
more often to Amster
dam. They might teach
the Dutch in the Old

Country a thing or
two.
Martjn Vroom, a
.rtudent of the Free Uni
versity ofAmsterdam,
studied at ICS during
the fall term of2000.
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