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INTRODUCTION

One o f  the  most  s t i m u l a t i n g  academic s t u d i e s  engaged in  a t  

p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  human s c i e n c e s  i s  t h e  f a i t h  s t a g e  

t h e o r y  o f  James W. Fowle r .  Fowle r ,  a t h e o l o g i a n  by t r a i n i n g ,  i s  

i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e v i s i n g  an i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  s t u d y  o f  human 

deve lopment ,  which f o c u s e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  on the  r o l e  o r  p l a c e  o f  

f a i t h .  I u s e  t h e  t e r m  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  t o  i d e n t i f y  F o w l e r ' s  

u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  p h i l o s o p h i c a l ,  t h e o l o g i c a l ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  and 

s o c i a l  r e s e a r c h  t h e o r y  in  the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  h i s  own pa radigm.  

The r e s u l t  i s  a view o f  human f a i t h  e x p e r i e n c e  which  u n d e r s t a n d s  

f a i t h  a s  a u n i v e r s a l  mode o f  a c t i o n ,  c a p a b l e  o f  b e i n g  s t r u c t u r ­

a l l y  d e f i n e d  in  t e rms  o f  i d e n t i f i a b l e  s t a g e s  o f  deve lopment .

F o w l e r ' s  t h e o r y  has r e c e i v e d  p o s i t i v e  r e v i e w s  as e x e m p l i f i e d  

by t h e  r e s p o n s e  t o  h i s  m a j o r  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  S t a g e s  o f  F a i t h . The 

s e n t i m e n t  e x p r e s s e d  in  the  f o l l o w i n g  e x c e r p t  i s  n o t  uncommon in  

the  r e v i e w s  S ta g e s  o f  F a i t h  has  r e c e i v e d :

T h i s  t h e o r y  m u s t  be c r i t i c a l l y  r e f l e c t e d  upon as  a 
n o r m a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  abou t  the  human c o n d i t i o n .  Every 
f i e l d  o f  m i n i s t r y  i s  l i k e l y  to  be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  impac­
t e d  by t h e  c u r r e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  F o w l e r  and h i s  
a s s o c i a t e s  i n t o  the  dynamics  o f  f a i t h  deve lopment .

Yet t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  r e c u r r i n g  theme in  r e s p o n se  to  F o w le r ' s

work.  Th is  theme c e n t e r s  around the  l a c k  o f  c l a r i t y  inv o lved  in

F o w le r ' s  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  h i s  t he o r y .  I t  comes from b o th  psycho-

l o g i a l  and t h e o l o g i c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .  Fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  same

a u t h o r  whom I have quo ted  above a l s o  w r i t e s ;

. . . t h e r e  i s  a g e n u i n e  c r i s i s  i n  F o w l e r ' s  b r o a d  d e f ­
i n i t i o n  o f  f a i t h ;  t h a t  i s ,  t h e r e  i s  b o t h  o p p o r t u n i t y  
and d a n g e r . . . T h e  c h i e f  d a n g e r  i s  t h e  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  o f  
h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  f a i t h  as a v a l i d  r e s e a r c h  c o n s t r u c t .
J u s t  what  e x a c t l y  i s  i t  t h a t  Fowle r  i s  measur ing?
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This  c r i t i c  s e e s ,  as one o f  F o w l e r ' s  p rob le ms ,  t he  "encroachment"  

o f  h i s  f a i t h  s t a g e  t h e o r y  upon t h e  g e n e r a l  dom ai n  o f  ego d e v e l o p ­

ment t heo ry .  At  t h i s  p o i n t  " t h e o r e t i c a l  c l a r i f i c a t i o n "  i s  c a l l e d  

f o r  on F ow le r ' s  p a r t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween h i s  

f a i t h  th e o r y  and ego psychology.

Another  c r i t i c  r e s ponds  by c o n f e s s i n g  t h a t  w h i l e  he i s  "more 

o r  l e s s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  F o w l e r  knows w h a t  he i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t , "  he 

a l s o  r e g i s t e r s  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  " t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  s o m e t h i n g  

u n c l e a r  and b a s i c a l l y  c o n f u s i n g  a b o u t  h i s  f o r m u l a t i o n s . . . F o w l e r
Q

seems u n c l e a r  abo u t  what  he means by f a i t h . . . '

A t h i r d  c r i t i c ,  d a t i n g  b a c k  t o  1976,  w r o t e  in  a s i m i l a r

ve i n ;

I t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  w h a t  i s  b e i n g  t e s t e d ,  ( f o c u s e d  on ) ,  
i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  v e r b a l  f a c u l t y ,  b r e a d t h  o f  a p e r s o n ' s  
l i t e r a r y  b a c k g r o u n d ,  am oun t  o f  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  
i s s u e s  o r  -  as su g g e s t e d  -  f a i t h .

I t  i s  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  I e x a m i n e  Ja m es  

F o w l e r ' s  t h e o r y  o f  f a i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I i n t e n d  to  o u t l i n e  

F o w l e r ' s  t h e o r y  and o f f e r  a c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  and d i s c u s s i o n ,  

f o c u s i n g  on w h a t  I p e r c e i v e  to  be t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  F o w l e r ' s  

" c o n f u s i n g  f o r m u l a t i o n s . "

In  g e n e r a l ,  F o w l e r  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  a b r o a d  and 

d i v e r s e  amount o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on f a i t h  and human deve lopment ,  by 

making use of  a two d i m e n s i o n a l  approach.  Th is  approach  i d e n t i ­

f i e s  f a i t h  a s  a mode o f  b e i n g  i n  r e l a t i o n  and a s  a mode o f  

k n o w in g .  I hope  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  F o w l e r ' s  

paradigm i s  l a r g e l y  the  r e s u l t  o f  a m b i g u i t y  in  two a r e a s .

F i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  a marked l a c k  of  focus  in  F o w l e r ' s  p r e s e n t ­

a t i o n s  which r e s u l t s  in  an u n i n t e g r a t e d  model .  Al though  Fowle r
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h o l d s  to  a two d i m e n s i o n a l  approach,  he f a i l s  to  p r e s e n t  a c l e a r  

c o r e  f o c u s  o f  f a i t h  w h i c h  ca n  s e r v e  a s  a common d e n o m i n a t o r ,  

c a p a b l e  o f  c o n n e c t i n g  h i s  two d i m e n s i o n s .  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  mos t  

p r o m i s i n g  n o t i o n  in  F o w l e r ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  the  n e c e s ­

s a r y  focus  i s  t he  n o t i o n  o f  u l t i m a c y .  But F o w l e r ' s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

and use  o f  u l t i m a c y  c r e a t e s  f u r t h e r  p rob lems  r a t h e r  t han  h e l p i n g  

h im w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  c l a r i t y  o f  f o c u s .  I w i l l  c o n c l u d e  t h i s  

t h e s i s  w i t h  some recommendat ions  de s i gn ed  to  t ake  more advantage  

o f  the  focus  t h a t  the  n o t i o n  o f  u l t i m a c y  can p r o v i d e .

In o r d e r  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  the  above,  I w i l l  p roceed  as f o l l o w s .  

C h a p t e r  one w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  an i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  a s e r i e s  o f  

co nce p t s  Fowle r  a t t e m p t s  to  weave t o g e t h e r  in  h i s  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  

f a i t h .  I  w i l l  t h e n  p r e s e n t  t h e  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  c o n c e r n s  w h i c h  

d r i v e  Fowle r  t o  o r g a n i z e  h i s  m a t e r i a l  in  the  manner in  which  he 

does .  I w i l l  conc lude  c h a p t e r  one by t r a c i n g  the  o r i g i n s  o f  the  

ab ove -m en t ioned  n o t i o n s  by p r o v i d i n g  a b r i e f  b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h  

o f  t h e i r  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  F o w l e r ' s  t h e o r y - b u i l d i n g  deve lopmen t ,  and 

e x p l a i n  how Fowle r  i n c o r p o r a t e s  t h e s e  c o nc ep t s  i n t o  a d im e n s i o n a l  

mode l .

C h a p t e r s  two and t h r e e  w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  i n - d e p t h  p r e s e n t a ­

t i o n s  o f  the  r e l a t i o n a l  and knowing d imens ions  o f  f a i t h  r e s p e c ­

t i v e l y .  In  t h e  f o u r t h  c h a p t e r ,  I w i l l  a n a l y z e  and c r i t i c i z e  

F o w l e r ' s  p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  above  m e n t i o n e d  f a s h i o n  and s u g g e s t  a 

p o t e n t i a l  way o f  a l l e v i a t i n g  the  i d e n t i f i e d  p o i n t s  o f  co n fu s io n .
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CHAPTER I

FOWLER ON FAITH

In  o r d e r  t o  i n t r o d u c e  some o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  n o t i o n s  F o w l e r  

w e av e s  t o g e t h e r  i n  h i s  a p p r o a c h ,  I have  l i s t e d  b e l o w  t h r e e  o f  

F o w l e r ' s  most  r e c e n t  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  f a i t h .

F a i t h ,  Fowler  w r i t e s ,  i s :

(A) The p r o c e s s  o f  c o n s t i t u t i v e  k n o w i n g  u n d e r l y i n g  a 
p e r s o n ' s  c o m p o s i t i o n  and ma in tena nc e  o f  a comprehens ive  
f r a m e  ( o r  f r a m e s )  o f  m e a n i n g . . .  G e n e r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  
p e r s o n ' s  a t t a c h m e n t s  o r  c o m m i t m e n t s  t o  c e n t e r s  o f  
s u p r a o r d i n a t e  v a l u e  w h i c h  hav e  po w er  t o  u n i f y  h i s  o r  
h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  . . . T h e r e b y  e n d o w i n g  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  c o n t e x t s  and p a t t e r n s  o f  everyday  l i f e ,  
p a s t  and f u t u r e ,  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n c e . '

(B) F a i t h  we may s a y  i s ,  a d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  
s e l f  t o  t he  u l t i m a t e  env i ro nm en t . . .  in  which  t r u s t  and 
l o y a l t y  a r e  i n v e s t e d  in  a c e n t e r  o r  c e n t e r s  o f  v a l u e  
and p o w e r . . .  w h i c h  g i v e  o r d e r  and c o h e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
f o r c e f i e l d  o f  l i f e ,  a n d . . .  w h i c h  s u p p o r t  and s u s t a i n  
( o r  q u a l i f y  and r e l a t i v i z e )  o u r  mundane and e v e r y d a y  
commitments  and t r u s t s . . . c o m b i n i n g  to  g ive  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  
courage ,  meaning and hope to  our  l i v e s ,  and. . .  to  u n i t e  
us  i n t o  communi t i e s  o f  sha r ed  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  l o y a l t y  
and t r u s t .

[And f i n a l l y ]

(C) In i t s  mos t  f o r m a l  and c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t e r m s  I can  
s t a t e  i t ,  f a i t h  i s . . . P e o p l e s  evo lved and e v o l v i n g  ways 
o f  e x p e r i e n c i n g  s e l f  o t h e r s  and w o r l d ,  ( a s  t h e y  c o n ­
s t r u c t  t h e m ) ,  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  a n d  a f f e c t e d  by  t h e  
u l t i m a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  ( a s  t h e y  c o n s t r u c t  
them),  and o f  shap ing  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  pu rpos es  and meaning 
t r u s t s  and l o y a l t i e s ,  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
b e i n g ,  v a l u e  and p o w e r ,  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  u l t i m a t e  
c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  (as g ra sp ed  in  t h e i r  o p e r a t i n g  
images - co ns c i ou s  and un co nsc io us  - o f  them).^

Fowler  i n t r o d u c e d  d e f i n i t i o n  (A) in  one o f  h i s  1980 p r e s e n ­

t a t i o n s  by r e f e r r i n g  t o  i t  a s  a c o m p o s i t e  d e f i n i t i o n .  T h i s  

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  a p p l i e s  i n  f a c t  t o  a l l  t h r e e  d e f i n i t i o n s .  A l l  

t h r e e  a r e  composed of  s e v e r a l  i d e n t i f i a b l e  themes .
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One major  theme i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  by the  t e rms  t r u s t ,  l o y a l t y ,  

a t t a c h m e n t  and c o m m i t m e n t .  A l l  t h r e e  d e f i n i t i o n s  r e g i s t e r  a 

c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  f a i t h  and t h i s  t r u s t  r e l a t i o n  t h e m e .  D e f ­

i n i t i o n  (B) a c t u a l l y  p l a c e s  i n v e s t m e n t s  o f  t r u s t  and  l o y a l t y  i n  

someth ing  t r a n s c e n d e n t  a t  t h e  core  o f  f a i t h ,  c o l o r i n g  a l l  t h a t  i s  

s a i d  a b o u t  f a i t h  by i t s  f i r s t  two l i n e s .  In  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  i t  

i s  one ' s  i n v e s t m e n t  o f  l o y a l t y  and t r u s t  in a c e n t e r  o f  v a lu e  and 

p ow er  t h a t  o r d e r s ,  c o h e r e s ,  s u p p o r t s ,  s u s t a i n s ,  q u a l i f i e s ,  and 

r e l a t i v i z e s  o n e ' s  mundane o r  e v e r y d a y  c o m m i t m e n t s  and t r u s t s .  

T h i s  k i n d  o f  t r u s t  c o n s e q u e n t l y  p r o v i d e s  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  c o u r a g e ,  

m e a n i n g ,  and hope  i n  l i f e  a t  l a r g e ,  i n c l u d i n g  u n i t i n g  p e r s o n s  

i n t o  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  s h a r e d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  Here,  t h en ,  F o w l e r  

p l a c e s  a p r i m a r y  e m p h a s i s  on t h e  theme  o f  t r u s t  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  

the  n a t u r e  o f  f a i t h .

A s e c o n d  m a j o r  t heme  c o n s i s t s  i n  s u c h  t e r m s  a s  k n o w in g ,  

composing,  c o n s t r u c t i n g ,  c o n s t r u i n g ,  i n t e r p r e t i n g ,  and imaging.  

F a i t h ,  in  t h i s  theme,  i s  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  b o th  knowing as 

a p r o c e s s ,  and  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h a t  p r o c e s s .  T h e se  p r o d u c t s  as  

i d e n t i f i e d  i n c l u d e  o p e r a t i n g  images ,  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  and compre­

h en s i ve  f r ames  o f  meaning.  I t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  d e f i n i t i o n  (A) 

t h a t  the  a s s o c i a t i o n  of  f a i t h  and knowing comes to  the  f o r e .  In 

t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  f a i t h  i s  l i t e r a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a p r o c e s s  o f  

c o n s t i t u t i v e  knowing which  u n d e r l i e s  one ' s  c o m p o s i t io n  and main­

t e n a n c e  o f  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  f r a m e  o f  m e a n i n g .  W h i l e  g e n e r a t e d  

from one ' s  a t t a c h m e n t  o r  commitment  t o  c e n t e r s  o f  s u p r a o r d i n a t e  

v a l u e ,  i n  d e f i n i t i o n  (A) i t  i s  t h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  k n o w in g  w h i c h  

u n i f i e s ,  c o n t e x t u a l i z e s  and p a t t e r n s  l i f e  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n c e .
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F a i t h  i s  he re  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  c o g n i t i v e  p r o c e s s e s .

A t h i r d  i d e n t i f i a b l e  t h e m e ,  w h i c h  I p r e f e r  t o  c a l l  a s u b ­

t h e m e ,  i s  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  o r  u l t i m a c y .  I p r e f e r  t o  c a l l  t h i s  a 

sub- theme becau se ,  r a t h e r  t han  d e p i c t i n g  a t h i r d  major  con ce p t ,  

t r a n s c e n d e n c e  r u n s  l i k e  an u n d e r c u r r e n t ,  e v e n l y  t h r o u g h o u t  a l l  

t h r e e  d e f i n i t i o n s .  I n  e a c h  i t  a p p e a r s  a s  a q u a l i f y i n g  n o t i o n ,  

p r o v i d i n g  c o n t e x t  f o r  t h e  m a j o r  t h e m e s .  T h i s  i s  m o s t  c l e a r l y  

a p p a r e n t  in  d e f i n i t i o n  (C) where Fowle r  c o n d i t i o n s  h i s  s t a t e m e n t s  

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  two m a j o r  c o n c e p t s  a l r e a d y  m e n t i o n e d  w i t h  t h e  

ph ra s e ,  " the  u l t i m a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e x i s t e n c e . "

A f i n a l  r e c u r r i n g  t h e m e ,  a g a i n  a s u b - t h e m e ,  i n  t h e s e  com­

p o s i t e  d e f i n i t i o n s ,  concerns  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween  f a i t h  and 

mundane o r  e v e r y d a y  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h a t  r e l a t i o n  i s  one o f  o r i e n ­

t a t i o n .  The g i f t s  o f  f a i t h ,  as  Fowle r  l i s t s  them, i n c l u d e  u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g  and energy.  F a i t h  p r o v i d e s  u n i t y ,  hope,  and courage  in  

the  cour se  o f  one ' s  eve ryday  d e a l i n g s .  Via f a i t h  as t r u s t i n g  and 

c o m m i t t i n g  i n ,  o r  kn o w in g  and c o m p o s i n g  o f  o n e ' s  u l t i m a t e  

e n v i r o n m e n t ,  mundane l i f e  i s  q u a l i f i e d ,  r e l a t i v i z e d ,  and  g i v e n  

o r d e r  and c o h e r e n c e .  F a i t h  f u n d s  e v e r y d a y  l i f e  w i t h  s i g n i f i ­

cance.  As in  the  case  o f  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  t h i s  theme,  r a t h e r  t han  

co m in g  to  a s c e n d a n c y  i n  any one d e f i n i t i o n  o f  f a i t h ,  r u n s  

u n i f o r m l y  th ro u g h o u t  a l l  t h r e e .

In  e a c h  d e f i n i t i o n  t h e n ,  a l l  f o u r  t h e m e s  a r e  p r e s e n t .  In  

d e f i n i t i o n s  (A) and (B), one o f  t h e  two major  themes o c c u p ie s  the  

l i m e l i g h t .  These emphases c o r r e l a t e  w i t h  the  c o n t e x t  in  which 

each d e f i n i t i o n  i s  found.  In d e f i n i t i o n  (C), t he  major  co n ce p t s  

s h a r e  e q u a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  w h i l e  t h e  s u b - t h e m e s  a p p e a r  u n i f o r m l y  

t h r o u g h o u t .  The t h r u s t  o f  my o v e r v i e w  o f  F o w l e r ' s  p r o j e c t
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w i l l  be t o  t r a c e  o u t  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  t h e m e s  and 

o u t l i n e  F o w l e r ' s  method f o r  c o o r d i n a t i n g  them i n t o  a whole th e o r y  

o f  f a i t h .  The r e s t  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  c o n s i s t  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  

F o w l e r ' s  m e t h o d o l o g y ,  and i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  t h e s e  

v a r i o u s  themes .

Methodology

F o w l e r  a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h a t  h i s  way o f  a p p r o a c h i n g  f a i t h  i s

c o n t r o v e r s i a l .  He w r i t e s :

Our use  of  t he  te rm f a i t h  does make many people  uncom­
f o r t a b l e .  As Ha rv ey  Cox once  s a i d  to  me, ' T h e r e  i s  
s o m e t h i n g  t o  o f f e n d  e v e r y o n e  in  t h i s  way o f  t a l k i n g  
a b o u t  f a i t h ! 1 Yet  I t h i n k  we c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  g i v e  up 
f a i t h  as  our  f o c a l  conc ep t  d e s p i t e  i t s  c o m p le x i t y ,  i t s  
l i k e l i h o o d  o f  b e i ng  m i su n d e r s to o d ,  and the  d i f f i c u l t y  
o f  p i n n i n g  i t  down p r e c i s e l y . " ^

F o w l e r  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  f a i t h  a s  a 

phenomenon and h i s  method in  the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  the  book S tage s  

Of F a i t h . Here Fowler  i d e n t i f i e s  f a i t h  as complex,  m u l t i d i m e n ­

s i o n a l  and m y s t e r i o u s .  When t h e o r i z i n g  a b o u t  f a i t h ,  F o w l e r  

encourages  us t o  heed th e  w arn ing  of  E r i k  Er i ks on :  "We must  t ake  

o u r  t h e o r i e s  w i t h  a s e r i o u s  p l a y f u l n e s s  and a p l a y f u l  s e r i o u s ­

nes s . " ^  Thi s  adm on i t i on  c e n t e r s  on F o w le r ' s  conce rn  t h a t  w h i l e  

t h e o r i e s  can  be " e x c i t i n g  and p o w e r f u l ,  g i v i n g  us  names  f o r  o u r  

e x p e r i e n c e s  and ways  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  and e x p r e s s  w h a t  we have  

l i v e d . . . T h e y  a l s o  can become b l i n d e r s ,  l i m i t i n g  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  

s e e  t o  o n l y  t h o s e  f e a t u r e s  o f  phenomena  t h a t  we can name and 

accou n t  f o r . " ^

In  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s ,  F o w l e r  a s s e r t s  two 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  F i r s t ,  one  m us t  have  f a i t h  in  o n e ' s  a b i l i t y  t o

9



"measure ,  g r a s p ,  c l a r i f y  and work e f f e c t i v e l y "  even w i t h  the  most 

v i t a l  p r o c e s s e s  in  l i f e . ^  S e c o n d l y ,  one m u s t  a l s o  a c c e p t  t h e  

f a c t  " t h a t  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  any  s u c h  c o m p l e x  p r o c e s s [  i . e . ,  f a i t h ]
Q

w i l l  n o t  be c o n t a i n e d  in  t h e o r e t i c  f r ameworks ."

Fowler  echoed t h i s  same conce rn  in  1980 when he wro te :

F a i t h  i s  an e x t r e m e l y  c o m p l e x  phenomenon  t o  t r y  t o  
o p e r a t i o n a l i z e  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I t  has  jnore d imen­
s i o n s  than  any one p e r s p e c t i v e  can c o n t a i n .

T h i s  comment  h a s  s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  t h e  

c o m p le x i ty  o f  f a i t h  poses  to  h i s  e f f o r t  t o  view i t  in  developmen­

t a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  Fowle r  summar izes  h i s  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  approach  

in  the  f o l l o w i n g  manner:

Our e f f o r t  h a s  b e en  t o  r e f l e c t  upon s e v e r a l  d i m e n s i o n s  
o f  t h i s  c o m p l e x  phenomenon we c a l l  f a i t h .  H. R i c h a r d  
N i e b u h r  l i k e n s  f a i t h  t o  a c u b e .  From any  one a n g l e  o f  
v i s i o n  he p o i n t s  ou t ,  the  o b s e r v e r  can see and d e s c r i b e  
a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  cube.  But t he  cube has back 
s i d e s ,  a bot tom and i n s i d e s  as w e l l .  S e v e r a l  a n g l e s  o f  
v i s i o n  must  be c o o r d i n a t e d  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  to  do any r e a l  
j u s t i c e  in  a c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  f a i t h . ' ®

Here,  a f t e r  r e a s s e r t i n g  h i s  concern  f o r  f a i t h ' s  m u l t i d i m e n s i o n a l  

compl ex i t y ,  and human t h e o r e t i c  l i m i t e d n e s s ,  Fowle r  a rgue s  t h a t  

i n  " o r d e r  t o  do any r e a l  j u s t i c e  i n  a c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  

f a i t h . . .  S e v e r a l  a n g l e s  o f  v i s i o n  m u s t  be c o o r d i n a t e d  s i m u l ­

t a n e o u s l y . " ^  What F o w l e r  r e f e r s  t o  a s  a n g l e s  o f  v i s i o n  a r e  

d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  He f o l l o w s  t h e s e  comments by i d e n t i f y i n g  

some o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  p e r s p e c t i v e s  he h a s  c o o r d i n a t e d  in  h i s  own 

th e o r y  o f  f a i t h .

T h i s  same m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  a p p r o a c h  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  N i e b u h r ' s  

work  a s  F o w l e r  d e s c r i b e s  i t  i n  t h e  book To See t h e  Kingdom. Here

Fowle r  i d e n t i f i e s  t h i s  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e  as " the  l o g i c  o f  
1 ?p o l a r i t y . "  F o w l e r  d e f i n e s  N i e b u h r ' s  l o g i c  o f  p o l a r i t y  in  t h e
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f o l l o w i n g  manner.

A l o g i c  o f  p o l a r i t y ,  we m i g h t  s a y ,  i s  a mode o f  
t h i n k i n g  and w r i t i n g  t h a t  t r i e s  t o  a t t e n d  to  t h e  
w h o l e n e s s ,  t h e  u n i t y  o f  a co m p l ex  phen ome non ,  by 
j u x t a p o s i n g  t h e  d e t a i l e d  b u t  p a r t i a l  v i e w s  o f  i t  
a c q u i r e d  f ro m t h e  s e v e r a l  p o s s i b l e  p o i n t s  o f  v a n t a g e  
( e a c h  o f  w h i c h  may t e n d  t o  make t o t a l i s t i c  c l a i m s  f o r  
i t s  p e r s p e c t i v e )  and by combining  those  p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  
making such r e c o n c i l i a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  as 
can  l e g i t i m a t e l y  be  made,  b u t  w i t h o u t  any s p e c i o u s  
r emoval  o f  the  t e n s i o n s  be tween  them.

In  e s s e n c e ,  F o w l e r ' s  p r o c e d u r e  i n v o l v e s  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  em­

b r a c e  human l i m i t e d n e s s  and f a i t h ' s  c o m p l e x  m u l t i d i m e n s i o n a l  

c h a r a c t e r  by de v e l o p i n g  a m u l t i p e r s p e c t i v a l  pa rad igm.  F o w le r ' s  

v i e w  o f  f a i t h  i n t e n d s  t o  i n c l u d e  ( c o o r d i n a t e )  a nu mber  o f  d i f ­

f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  I t  i s  t h i s  s i m u l t a n e o u s  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  a 

number o f  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e s  t h a t  s e r v e s  as  the  ground s p r i n g  

f r om  w h i c h  F o w l e r  d r a w s  h i s  n o t i o n s  o f  f a i t h .  I w i l l  now 

i n t r o d u c e  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  F o w l e r ' s  v a r i o u s  t h e m e s .  I n  d o i n g  so ,  

i t  i s  h e l p f u l  t o  v i e w  them i n  b i o g r a p h i c  and c h r o n o l o g i c a l  

r e l i e f .

Phenomeno log ica l  a n d / o r  T h e o l o g i c a l  Roots

F o w l e r ' s  i n i t i a l  a c a d e m i c  t r a i n i n g  was i n  t h e o l o g y .  The 

t h e o l o g i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  which  most  i n f l u e n c e d  h i s  own p o s i t i o n  on 

such t o p i c s  as f a i t h ,  Fowle r  i d e n t i f i e s  as the  b r o a d l y  phenomeno­

l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  P a u l  T i l l i c h ,  H. R i c h a r d  N i e b u h r  and 

W i l f r e d  C a n t w e l l  S m i t h . ^  W hi l e  t h e r e  a r e  o f  c o u r s e  o t h e r  

t h e o r i s t s  i n f l u e n c i n g  Fowle r ,  t h e s e  t h r e e  t h i n k e r s  a re  most  o f t e n  

r e f e r r e d  t o  by F o w l e r  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  w o rk .  I t  i s  a l s o  s a f e  t o  

a s s ume  t h a t  F o w l e r  came i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e i r  p e r s p e c t i v e s  

p r i o r  to  or  d u r i n g  h i s  d o c t o r a l  s t u d i e s  a t  Harvard .
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The p a r t i c u l a r  focus  o f  F o w l e r ' s  d o c t o r a l  work was the  t h e o ­

l o g i c a l  w r i t i n g s  o f  H. R i c h a r d  N i e b u h r .  F o w l e r  i s  i n  f a c t  

i n d e b t e d  to  Nieb uhr ' s  t h e o l o g i c a l  i n s i g h t  more than  to  e i t h e r  o f  

the  o t h e r  two ment ioned above.  Th is  i s  r e f l e c t e d  n o t  o n ly  in  the  

number o f  t e x t u a l  r e f e r e n c e s  Fowle r  makes to  Niebuhr ,  b u t  in  the  

b r e a d t h  o f  i n s i g h t  and c a m a r a d a r i e  o f  s p i r i t  t hey  sh a r e  as  w e l l .  

F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  F o w l e r  n o t  o n l y  g l e a n s  p a r t i c u l a r  i d e a s  f rom 

N i e b u h r  ( e . g . ,  f a i t h  i s  r e l a t i o n a l ) ,  b u t  he s h a r e s  h i s  m e t h o d ­

o logy ,  as  I have a l r e a d y  ment ioned.

T h e i r  c a m a r a d e r i e  i n  s p i r i t  i s  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  in  t h e i r  focus  

o f  s t udy .  Of Niebuhr  Fowle r  w r i t e s ,

. . . h i s  s y s t e m a t i c  e x p o s i t i o n  was a d d r e s s e d  more to the  
d e s c r i p t i o n  and a n a l y s i s  o f . . . t h e  dynamics  o f  f a i t h  in  
e v o l u t i o n  and r e v o l u t i o n  than  to  the  d o c t r i n e s  e x p r e s ­
s e d  i n  b e l i e f .  W h e t h e r  t h e  t o p i c  i s  r e v e l a t i o n ,  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  as  an e t h i c a l  norm o r  f a i t h ,  N i e b u h r  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  b e g a n  w i t h  d e s c r i p t i o n . . .  h i s  
d e s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  d y n a m i c . . .  s t u d i e s  o f  p r o c e s s e s ,  
e v e n t s ,  e n c o u n t e r s ,  r e l a t i o n s ,  c h a n g i n g s  and t r a n s ­
fo r m a t i o n s  .

These  same comment s  can  be made o f  F o w l e r ' s  work .  H i s  s t u d i e s  

a re  d e s c r i p t i v e ,  i d e n t i f y i n g  f a i t h  as  a dynamic p r o c e s s ,  i m a g in ­

ab le  in  e v o l v i n g ,  s t a g e - l i k e  p r o g r e s s i o n s .

T i l l i c h  and S m i t h  can  a l s o ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  be u n d e r s t o o d  a s  

s h a r i n g  a s i m i l a r  t h e o r e t i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  f a i t h  a s  a dy n a m ic  

p r o c e s s .  Thi s  s i m i l a r i t y  no doubt  u n d e r g i r d s  F o w le r ' s  c o n v i c t i o n  

t h a t  t h e  i n s i g h t s  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  t h i n k e r s  a r e  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  

c o m p a t i b l e .  The f o l l o w i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a r e  i n  f a c t  g l e a n e d  

f ro m a l l  t h r e e  t h i n k e r s  and fo r m t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  F o w l e r ' s  

o v e r a l l  p e r s p e c t i v e .

The f i r s t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  F o w l e r ' s  demand t h a t  f a i t h  be
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1 6c o n c e i v e d  o f  a s  a v e r b .  By c o n c e i v i n g  o f  f a i t h  a s  a v e r b

F o w l e r  means t o  e q u a t e  f a i t h  w i t h  a c t i v i t y .  F a i t h  i s  a c t i o n ,  a 

human mode o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  By d e f i n i n g  f a i t h  in  t h i s  manner  

Fowle r  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  h i m s e l f  from thos e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  which see 

f a i t h  as someth ing  p o s s e s s e d ,  ( i . e . ,  a body o f  d o c t r i n a l  p ro p o s ­

i t i o n s ) . ^  F a i t h ,  r a t h e r , i s  an a c t i v i t y  o r  a mode o f  b e i n g  in  

the  wor ld .

F o w l e r ' s  s e c o n d  c o n c e r n  i s  t h a t  f a i t h  no l o n g e r  be 

c o n s i d e r e d  an o p t i o n a l  human a c t i v i t y .  F a i t h  i s  a u n i v e r s a l  mode
1 Q

o f  b e i n g .  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  f a i t h  mode o f  b e i n g  i s

c o n s t i t u t i v e  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e . ^  Fowler  a r gue s  h i s  case  f o r

the  u n i v e r s a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  f a i t h  by d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  the  f a i t h  mode
20from r e l i g i o n  and b e l i e f .  U t i l i z i n g  the  i n s i g h t s  o f  Niebuhr ,  

T i l l i c h ,  and Smi th ,  Fowle r  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  f a i t h  i s  more g e n e r a l  

t h a n  b e l i e f .  F a i t h  n o t  o n l y  can  be b u t  i s  e x p e r i e n c e d  w i t h o u t  

r e l i g i o u s  c o n t e n t . ^

F i n a l l y ,  as  an a c t i v e  p o s t u r e ,  d i s p o s i t i o n  or  mode o f  p a r t ­

i c i p a t i o n  in  l i f e ,  one ' s  f a i t h  way o f  be ing  dee p l y  a f f e c t s  one ' s  

e n t i r e  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  f a i t h  was r e a d i l y  

e v i d e n t  in  the  compos i t e  d e f i n i t i o n s  r ev iewed  e a r l i e r .  As e v i ­

d e n c e d  t h e r e ,  f a i t h  f o r  F o w l e r  g r o u n d s ,  u n i f i e s ,  o r d e r s ,  and 

p ro v i d e s  c h a r a c t e r  in l i f e .  E lsewhere  Fowler  w r i t e s  " t h a t  f a i t h  

s e r v e s  to  o r g a n i z e  t h e  t o t a l i t y  o f  o u r  l i v e s . I m p l i c i t  t o  

t h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i s  F o w l e r ' s  d e s i r e  t o  k e e p  f a i t h  f rom b e i n g  

s e p a r a t e d  f r om  l i f e  a s  a w h o l e .  H i s  v i e w  o f  f a i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

he m a i n t a i n s ,  " . . . s t a n d s  a g a i n s t  t he  c o m p a r t m e n t a l i z i n g  o f  a p e r ­

so n ' s  o r  communi ty ' s  l i f e . " ^

These g e n e r a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  of  F o w le r ' s  p ro v i de  the  d i r e c ­
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t i o n  in  w h i c h  F o w l e r  w a n t s  t o  move in  h i s  b r o a d l y  p h e no m en ­

o l o g i c a l ,  t h e o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  f a i t h .  F a i t h  i s  to  be 

u n d e r s t o o d  a s  a u n i v e r s a l ,  d y n a m i c  p r o c e s s ,  d i s t i n c t  f rom 

r e l i g i o n  o r  b e l i e f .  As a d y n a m i c  p r o c e s s ,  f a i t h  i s  i n t e g r a l  t o  

l i f e  as  a whole .

Developmental  Roots

Before  moving any f u r t h e r  i n  de v e lo p i n g  F o w le r ' s  t h e o l o g i c a l

h e r i t a g e ,  I  w a n t  t o  b r i n g  i n  h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  r o o t s .  F o w l e r

e x p l a i n s  a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l l y  a t  one p o i n t  t h e  g e n e r a l  t h r u s t  o f

h i s  f a i t h  deve lopment  program.

When I became a w a r e  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  and t h e o r i e s  o f  
P i a g e t  and Kohlberg,  I began to  sens e  t h a t  t he  b r o a d l y  
phe no meno log ica l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  f a i t h  I  have l e a r n e d  
f ro m P a u l  T i l l i c h ,  H. R i c h a r d  N i e b u h r ,  and W i l f r e d  
C a n t w e l l  S m i t h  wo u l d  be s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  s t r u c t u r a l -  
d e v e lo pm en ta l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  ^

F o w le r ' s  o v e r a l l  goa l  has  been to  c o n s t r u c t  a f a i t h  s t a g e  th e o r y  

by i n t e g r a t i n g  h i s  phenomeno log ica l  view o f  f a i t h  w i t h  a s t r u c ­

t u r a l i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  on human deve lopment .

W hi l e  t r u e ,  t h i s  a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  summary i s  i n c o m p l e t e .  

The t r u t h  o f  t h i s  summary r e s i d e s  in  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  F o w l e r  ha s  

chosen the  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  model o f  human deve lopmen t  as h i s  p r i ­

mary model  f o r  s t r u c t u r i n g  h i s  own f a i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e o r y .  

What i s  a l s o  t r u e  (which Fowler  a l l u d e s  to  the  in  same t e x t ) ,  i s  

t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  mode l  i s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  mode l  F o w l e r  h a s  

l e a r n e d  from in  h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  human deve lopmen t .  Fowle r  

has  a l s o  bee n  d e e p l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  work  o f  E r i k  E r i k s o n  and 

o t h e r s  which  I s h a l l  r e f e r  t o  as the  l i f e  span approach  to  human 

deve lopment .  With r e s p e c t  t o  de v e lo p m e n ta l  t h e o r i e s ,  Fowler  has
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a t t e m p t e d  to  c o n s t r u c t  a paradigm f o r  human deve lopment  which i s

f o u n d a t i o n a l l y  s t r u c t u r a l i s t ,  y e t  a t t e m p t s  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e
25i n s i g h t s  o f  E r ik s o n ,  D an ie l  Levinson and o t h e r s .

The l i f e  span model in  f a c t  s e rv ed  as  F o w l e r ' s  f i r s t  f r a m e ­

work f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  human deve lopment .  F o w l e r ' s  i n i t i a l  use 

o f  E r i k s o n ' s  t h e o r y  came d u r i n g  h i s  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  p o s t  g r a d u a t e  

work .  A s s i g n e d  a s s o c i a t e  d i r e c t o r  o f  a c e n t e r  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  

e d u c a t i o n  f o r  c l e r g y  and l a i t y ,  F o w l e r  t e l l s  o f  h a v i n g  " t h e  

p r i v i l e g e  o f  l i s t e n i n g  t o  w e l l  o v e r  two h u n d r e d  l i f e  s t o r i e s . . .  

o f  p e o p l e ' s  p i l g r i m a g e s  i n  f a i t h . A t  t h a t  t i m e  F o w l e r  u s e d

E r i k s o n ' s  f r amework "as  a k ind  o f  model by which to  s o r t  ou t  and
9  7o rg a n i z e "  the  over  two hundred  l i f e  s t o r i e s  he was h e a r i n g .  As 

a r e s u l t  Fowler  w r i t e s ,  " . . . w i th  the  he lp  o f  E r i k s o n ' s  f ramework,

I began to  t h i n k  I cou ld  d e t e c t  c e r t a i n  p a t t e r n s  in  p e o p l e ' s  l i f e  

s t o r i e s . . .  I b e g a n  t o  d i s c e r n  a t y p i c a l  s e q u e n c e  o f  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s ,  w h i c h ,  d e s p i t e  en or m ou s  v a r i e t y  o f  d e t a i l ,  

showed c e r t a i n  f o r m a l  s i m i l a r i t i e s  f r om p e r s o n  t o  p e r s o n . " ^  

Fowler  f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  c o n s t i t u t e d  h i s  b e g in n i n g  

work a t  d ev e lo p i n g  an embryonic  th e o r y  of  r e l i g i o u s  deve lopment .

How i s  i t  t h a t  F o w l e r  b e g a n  w i t h  E r i k s o n ' s  l i f e  s p a n  

approach  to  human deve lopment  and ended up u s i n g  a s t r u c t u r a l i s t  

model  a s  h i s  p r i m a r y  f r a m e w o r k ?  A f t e r  h i s  o n e - y e a r  s t i n t  a s  

c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  d i r e c t o r ,  F o w l e r  r e t u r n e d  to  H a r v a r d  to  

t e ac h .  His i n t e n t i o n  was to  e x p l o r e  t h i s  d e ve lo pm en ta l  sequence 

he had  d i s c o v e r e d  more f u l l y . ^  D u r i n g  t h o s e  f i r s t  two y e a r s  

back a t  Harvard,  Fowle r  was asked by some o f  h i s  s t u d e n t s  wh e the r  

he knew t h e  work  o f  L a w re n c e  K o h l b e r g  on m o r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  and
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Kohlbe rg ' s  c r i t i q u e  o f  E r i k s o n ' s  approach .  Fowler  r e sponded  by

s t u d y i n g  K o h l b e r g ' s  w r i t i n g s  and m e e t i n g  h im.  At  t h a t  p o i n t

Fowle r  began a f r i e n d s h i p  and c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  Kohlberg.

The s t r u c t u r a l i s t s ,  F o w l e r  a f f i r m s ,  hav e  p r o v i d e d  "a new
31p e r s p e c t i v e  on human tho ug h t  v a l u i n g  and b e h a v io r . '  One o f  the

32s t r e n g t h s  o f  t h i s  approach  i s  i t s  s y s t e m a t i c  r i g o r .  E r i k s o n ' s

mode l  a p p a r e n t l y  l a c k s  t h i s  v i r t u e .  A l s o  c e n t r a l  t o  t h e i r  new

p e r s p e c t i v e  i s  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  c h a l l e n g e  " t o  s e e  t h a t  i t  i s

n o t  j u s t  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  o u r  i d e a s  and v a l u e s  t h a t  d i f f e r ;  a t

v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  i n  o u r  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  p a t t e r n s  o f
3 3o p e r a t i o n  w i t h i n  our  minds may be q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t . '

Obvious ly  fu nda m en t a l  t o  t h i s  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  c h a l l e n g e  i s  the 

a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  one can  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  o r  

o p e r a t i o n s  o f  human t h o u g h t  and t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h a t  t h o u g h t .  

A c c e p t i n g  t h i s  f u n d a m e n t a l  t e n e t  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  p e r s p e c ­

t i v e ,  a long  w i t h  i t s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  s t a g e s ,  Fowler  has  in t e n d e d  to  

c o n s t r u c t  a mode l  o f  f a i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t  w h i c h  f o c u s e s  on t h e  

s t r u c t u r e s  o f  human thou gh t  and v a l u i n g  as they  p e r t a i n  to  f a i t h .  

(I w i l l  f u r t h e r  deve lop  F o w le r ' s  n o t i o n s  on t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  in a 

l a t e r  s e c t i o n )

B a s i c a l l y  we now have the  major  p l a y e r s  on F o w l e r ' s  parad igm 

b u i l d i n g  f i e l d .  The n e x t  s t e p  i s  t o  u n r a v e l  t h e  way i n  w h i c h  

F o w l e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  b o d i e s  o f  t h e o r y .  

T h e o r e t i c a l l y  Fowle r  i d e n t i f i e s  two major  d imens ion s  o f  f a i t h  as 

a  mode of  be in g .  Through th e  use  of  t h i s  two d i m e n s i o n a l  focus ,  

F o w l e r  t r i e s  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  v a r i o u s  p e r s p e c t i v e s  m e n t i o n e d  

a b o v e .

30
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The Dimensions o f  F a i t h

F o w le r ' s  two d i m e n s i o n a l  focus  i n c l u d e s  v i e wi ng  f a i t h  as  a 

mode o f  k n o w in g  and f a i t h  a s  a mode o f  b e i n g  i n  r e l a t i o n .  Gen­

e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  F o w l e r ' s  v i e w  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n a l  d i m e n s i o n  o f  

f a i t h  p r i m a r i l y  r e f l e c t s  h i s  i n d e b t e d n e s s  to  the  phe nom eno log ica l  

t r a d i t i o n  and l i f e  span approaches  to  human development .  On the  

o t h e r  h an d ,  w h i l e  h i s  v i e w  o f  t h e  k n o w in g  d i m e n s i o n  i s  a l s o  

c o n t e x t e d  by t h e s e  phe nom eno log ica l  v i ews ,  Fowle r  a l s o  a t t e m p t s  

h e r e  to  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  on human 

development .

From t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g ,  F o w l e r  h a s  wo rk ed  w i t h  t h e  two 

d i m e n s i o n a l  fo cus .  In h i s  e a r l y  works F o w l e r ' s  p r i m a r y  concern  

was to  deve lop  and communicate  h i s  use o f  t he  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  p e r ­

s p e c t i v e  on human d e v e l o p m e n t .  S i n c e  F o w l e r  w or ks  w i t h  t h i s  

p e r s p e c t i v e  p r i m a r i l y  in  t e r m s  o f  the  knowing d imens ion  o f  f a i t h ,  

much o f  h i s  e a r l i e r  work was sp e n t  in  e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  d imen­

s i o n .  I f  i n  f a c t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e s e  two d i m e n s i o n s  to  

F o w le r ' s  o v e r a l l  p e r s p e c t i v e  were to  be e v a l u a t e d  on the  b a s i s  o f  

t e x t u a l  space awarded,  the  r e l a t i o n a l  d im ens ion  would have been 

c o n s i d e r e d  o f  s e c o n d a r y  c o n c e r n  t o  F o w l e r ' s  p r i m a r y  f o c u s  on 

f a i t h  as a mode o f  knowing.

F o w l e r  a v o i d s  t h i s  e v a l u a t i o n  i n  two w ays .  F i r s t ,  even  a t  

t h e  o u t s e t  o f  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  he makes  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  

knowing and r e l a t i o n a l  d i m en s i o n s  t o g e t h e r  c o n s t i t u t e  the  o v e r a l l  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  f a i t h . ^  Knowing i s  i d e n t i f i e d  as  the  i n n e r  s t r u c ­

t u r e  o f  f a i t h  w h i l e  r e l a t i o n  i s  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  t h e  o u t e r ,  s o c i a l  

o r  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  f a i t h . T h e r e  i s  a c o - e q u a l
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s t a t u s  h e re .

In  t u r n  F o w l e r  makes  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  w h i l e  h i s  e m p i r i c a l  

r e s e a r c h  w i l l  p r i m a r i l y  focus  on the  form o f  the  i n n e r  s t r u c t u r e
O £L

o f  f a i t h ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n a l  d i m e n s i o n  i s  v i t a l  a s  w e l l .  T h i s  i s

f u r t h e r  e v i d e n t  i n  F o w l e r ' s  f o r m u l a t i o n s  o f  f a i t h  a s  k n o w i n g .

F a i t h  a s  a  mode o f  k n o w i n g  e x a m i n e s  how p e r s o n s  o r  c o m m u n i t i e s

c o n s t r u e  t h e i r  r e l a t e d n e s s  t o  t h e  u l t i m a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  
37e x i s t e n c e .

S e c o n d l y ,  i n  F o w l e r ' s  l a t e r  w r i t i n g s  h i s  f o r m a t  f o r  p r e ­

s e n t i n g  t h e s e  two d im ens io ns  changes .  From 1974 to  1976 Fowle r  

d e v o t e d  t h e  m a j o r  a m o u n t  o f  t e x t u a l  s p a c e  t o  t h e  k n o w i n g  

d imension  o f  f a i t h ,  and he a lways  i d e n t i f i e d  and p r e s e n t e d  i t  as  

a d imens ion  b e f o r e  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  f a i t h  as a mode o f  r e l a t i o n .  

In 1977,  i n  t h e  book L i f e  M ap s , F o w l e r  r e v e r s e d  t h i s  o r d e r  o f  

p r e s e n t a t i o n  and e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  v a l u e  o f  t h e  r e l a ­

t i o n a l  d imens ion  o f  f a i t h .

When Fowle r  r e v e r s e d  h i s  o r d e r  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  h i s  o v e r a l l  

a p p r o a c h  became  c l e a r e r  and  e a s i e r  t o  f o l l o w .  As a r e s u l t ,  I 

w i l l  p r e s e n t  t h e  r e l a t i o n a l  d i m e n s i o n  f i r s t  and  f o l l o w  w i t h  my 

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  k n o w in g  d i m e n s i o n  o f  f a i t h .  Fo r  t h e  s a k e  o f  

f u r t h e r  c l a r i t y ,  I have chosen to  o r g a n i z e  F o w le r ' s  d i s c u s s i o n s  

on the r e l a t i o n a l  d imens ion  in  t e rms  o f  t ime  p e r i o d s ,  b eg in n i n g  

w i t h  1974 and c a r r y i n g  th r ou gh  to  the  book S ta g e s  o f  F a i t h .
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CHAPTER I I

FAITH AS RELATION 

1974-1976

In 1974 Fowler  i n t r o d u c e d  t h i s  r e l a t i o n a l  d imens ion  o f  f a i t h  

by s t a t i n g :

F a i t h  i s  a l w a y s  r e l a t i o n a l .  I t  i s  o n e ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  
o n e ' s  s e n s e  o f  r e l a t e d n e s s  t o  t h e  u l t i m a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  
and dep th s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .

B r e a k i n g  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  down,  F o w l e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  f a i t h  a s

r e l a t i o n a l  i s  a lways  b i - p o l a r .  The two p o le s  i n c l u d e  the  human

s e l f  and the  t r a n s c e n d e n t ,  o r  "someone o r  someth ing  more than  the
o

mundane."^ In e s s e n ce ,  t he  r e l a t i o n a l  d im ens ion  o f  f a i t h  s t a n d s  

f o r  " the  b i n d i n g  of  t he  s e l f  and the  t r a n s c e n d e n t . " ^

Fowle r  f u r t h e r  e l a b o r a t e d  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  f a i t h  i s  n o t  only  

b i - p o l a r ,  bu t  t r i - p o l a r  too! For in  f a i t h  one ' s  " sense  o f  r e l a t ­

ednes s  to  the  u l t i m a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e x i s t e n c e . . .  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  

in f o rm s  and q u a l i f i e s . . .  [ one ' s ]  r e l a t i o n s  and i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  

t h e  mundane ,  t h e  e v e r y d a y  w o r l d  o f  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  and t h i n g s . " ^  

One ' s  u l t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n  t h e n  c o l o r s  o r  i m p a c t s  a l l  o f  o n e ' s  

r e l a t i o n s .  Fowler  i d e n t i f i e s  t h i s  t r i p o l a r  c h a r a c t e r  o f  f a i t h  as  

r e l a t i o n  as t he  c o v e n a n t a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  f a i t h . ^

C e n t r a l  t o  t h i s  c o v e n a n t a l  s t r u c t u r e  i s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  

l o y a l t y  and t r u s t .  Th is  was i m p l i c i t  in  F o w le r ' s  i n i t i a l  s t a t e ­

ment about  t he  b i - p o l a r  c h a r a c t e r  o f  f a i t h  when he e x p l a i n e d  i t  

a s  " t h e  b i n d i n g  o f  t h e  s e l f  and t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t . " ^  F o w l e r  

e x t e n d s  t h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t o  f a i t h  a s  t r i p o l a r  a s  w e l l .  In  

f a i t h ,  t r u s t  and l o y a l t y  m u s t  e x i s t  b o t h  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e l f  and t h e  

t r a n s c e n d e n t  o r  u l t i m a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  of  e x i s t e n c e ,  as diagrammed

19



below:

u l t i m a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  
( t r a n s c e n d e n t )

A

s e l f

and m u t u a l l y  be tween  o n e s e l f  and o t h e r s  and a s h a r ed  t r a n s c e n d e n t  

( u n d e r s t a n d i n g  or  v i s i o n  o f  t he  u l t i m a t e  c o n d i t i o n s ) .

In summary, "covenan t  means a b in d i n g  o f  p e r s on s  in  mutua l  t r u s t  

and l o y a l t y  b e f o r e  and w i t h  a t r a n s c e n d e n t  c e n t e r  o f  v a l u e ,  

t o w a r d  w h i c h  e a c h  a l s o  s t a n d s  i n  a r e l a t i o n  o f  t r u s t  and  

l o y a l t y .

In  t h i s  e a r l y  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n a l  d i m e n s i o n  o f  

f a i t h ,  t h r e e  t h i n g s  s t a n d  ou t .  F i r s t ,  f a i t h  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  as an 

u l t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  U l t i m a t e  i s  a q u a l i f i e r  o r  mark of  d i s ­

t i n c t i o n  when i d e n t i f y i n g  f a i t h .

S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h i s  r e l a t i o n a l  d i m e n s i o n  i s  

t r i p o l a r  c o v e n a n t .  One ' s  f a i t h  r e l a t i o n  i n v o l v e s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  

s e l f  and the  t r a n s c e n d e n t ;  i t  i n c l u d e s  o t h e r  peop le  and t h i n g s .

T h i r d l y ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  i n g r e d i e n t s  o f  any  f a i t h  c o v e n a n t  a r e  

l o y a l t y  and t r u s t .  W i t h o u t  m u t u a l  l o y a l t y  and t r u s t  b e t w e e n  

pe r s ons  and b e f o r e  a commonly h e ld  t r a n s c e n d e n t ,  Fowle r  a r g u es ,  

communal l i f e  would be i m p o s s i b l e .  E p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  and e t h i c a l
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s o l i p s i s m  w ou ld  r e s u l t .  T h a t  i s ,  e a c h  p e r s o n  w o u ld  u n d e r s t a n d  

the  w or ld  and the  u l t i m a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e x i s t e n c e  " a f t e r  h i s / h e r  

own f a s h io n "  ( e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  s o l i p s i s m ) ,  and each  pe r so n  would 

a c t  " s o l e l y  o u t  o f  an e t h i c s  o f  m a x i m i z i n g  o n e ' s  own s u r v i v a l ,
Q

s e c u r i t y  and s i g n i f i c a n c e "  ( e t h i c a l  s o l i p s i s m ) .  T r u s t  and l o y ­

a l t y  a re  the  g lue  t h a t  ho lds  one ' s  f a i t h  r e l a t i o n  i n t a c t .

In  t h e s e  e a r l y  d i s c u s s i o n s  the n ,  the  r e l a t i o n a l  d imens ion  o f  

f a i t h  s tood  f o r  t h a t  ang le  o f  v i s i o n  which focu sed  on the  o u t e r ,  

i n t e r p e r s o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  f a i t h  a s  a w h o l e .  T h i s  d i m e n s i o n ' s  

i d e n t i f y i n g  marks i n c l u d e d  u l t i m a c y  o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e , t r i - p o l a r  

c o v en an t ,  and the  e x i s t e n c e  o f  mutua l  l o y a l t y  and t r u s t .  In 1977 

h o w e v e r ,  n o t  o n l y  d i d  F o w l e r  cha ng e  h i s  o r d e r  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  

w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  h i s  two d i m ens io ns .  He a l s o  changed h i s  p r e s e n ­

t a t i o n  o f  f a i t h  as  r e l a t i o n .  I w i l l  now t r a c e  F o w le r ' s  d e v e lo p ­

ment and use o f  t h r e e  n o t i o n s .

1977 L i f e  Maps

In 1977 F o w l e r  o p e n s  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  by a f f i r m i n g  t h e  d i s ­

t i n c t i o n s  be tween  f a i t h ,  r e l i g i o n ,  and b e l i e f .  Fowler  c o n t i n u e s  

by adding:

F a i t h  i s  t o  be a c t i v e l y  d i s p o s e d  to  t r u s t  i n  and t o  be 
r e l a t e d  to  someone or  someth ing .  To 'have f a i t h '  i s  to  
be r e l a t e d  t o  someone o r  s o m e t h i n g  in  s u c h  a way t h a t  
o u r  h e a r t  i s  i n v e s t e d ,  o u r  c a r i n g  i s  c o m m i t t e d ,  o u r  
hope  i s  f o c u s e d  i n  a n o t h e r . . .  F a i t h  i s  an a c t i v e  mode 
o f  b e in g  in  r e l a t i o n . . .  i n  which  we i n v e s t  commitment ,  
b e l i e f ,  l ove ,  r i s k ,  and hope.

What i s  m i s s i n g  i n  t h e s e  o p e n i n g  comment s  a b o u t  f a i t h  a s  

r e l a t i o n  i s  F o w l e r ' s  p r e v i o u s  commitment  t o  im m e d i a t e l y  q u a l i f y  

t h e  f a i t h  r e l a t i o n  mode a s  r e l a t i n g  t o  a t r a n s c e n d e n t  o r  t h e
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u l t i m a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e x i s t e n c e .  U l t i m a c y ,  i n  f a c t ,  up t o  t h i s

p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  had been F o w l e r ' s  s i n g l e  q u a l i f y i n g  theme.  Whether

s p e a k i n g  o f  f a i t h  a s  a mode o f  k n o w i n g ,  o r  b e i n g  in  r e l a t i o n ,

u l t i m a c y  s e r v e d  as f a i t h ' s  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  mark. So much was t h i s

t h e  c a s e  t h a t  one o f  F o w l e r ' s  e a r l i e s t  a t t e m p t s  a t  a c o m p o s i t e

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  f a i t h  r e a d s  as f o l l o w s :

F a i t h  [ i s ]  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  u l t i m a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  
e x i s t e n c e  and . . .  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  n e i g h b o r  and 
eve ryday  l i f e  in  l i g h t  o f  r e l a t e d n e s s  to  the  t r a n s c e n ­
d e n t . " 10

In  L i f e  Maps h o w e v e r ,  F o w l e r  d e v e l o p s  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  

f a i t h  as  r e l a t i o n  in  a d i f f e r e n t  manner.  R a t h e r  t han  im m e d i a t e l y  

d r a w i n g  a t t e n t i o n  to  f a i t h  as  i n v o l v i n g  u l t i m a t e  l o y a l t y  and 

t r u s t ,  F o w l e r  b e g i n s  by u s i n g  t h e  t e r m  f o r  o t h e r  t h a n  u l t i m a t e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  To have  f a i t h  i s  t o  i n v e s t  t r u s t ,  c o m m i t m e n t ,  

l o y a l t y ,  and  l o v e  i n  a n o t h e r .  The " o t h e r s "  F o w l e r  i s  r e f e r r i n g  

t o  a r e  human b e i n g s . ^  As F o w l e r  i s  now u s i n g  t h e  t e r m ,  f a i t h  i s  

e q u a t e d  w i t h  t h a t  m u t u a l  t r u s t  and l o y a l t y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  human r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  In e s s e n c e ,  he re  f a i t h  e q u a l s  

i n t e r p e r s o n a l  human l o y a l t y  and t r u s t ,  and no more.

F o w l e r  c o n t i n u e s  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  f a i t h  a s  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  

l o y a l t y  and t r u s t  by i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  i t s  p r e s e n c e
i o

f o r  the  development  and ma in tenance  o f  human b e i n gs  as s e l v e s .  

For the  c o n s i s t e n t  ca re  o f  o t h e r s  p r o v i d e s  the  f eedba ck  n e c e s s a r y  

f o r  one to  fo rm r e l i a b l e  i m a g e s  o f  s e l f ,  f o u n d a t i o n a l  t o  i d e n ­

t i t y .  "Thou' s , "  Fowler  con te nds ,  w i t h  M a r t i n  Buber,  a r e  fu n d a ­

m e n t a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  c a l l i n g  f o r t h  and c o n f i r m i n g  o f  
1 ^" I ' s " .  Wi thout  them s e l f h o o d  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e .

F o w l e r  f u r t h e r  r e m a r k s ,  "We c o u l d  l i m i t  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f
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f a i t h  as  a way o f  b e i n g  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  l e v e l  o f  i n t e r p e r ­

so na l  r e l a t e d n e s s  and have i t  be a v a l u a b l e  e x e r c i s e . " ^  But i t  

i s  a l s o  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  w i t h o u t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  m e a s u r e  o f  "good

f a i t h "  be tween p e r s o n s  -  human a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  co mmuni t i e s ,  s o c i e -
1 st i e s ,  and  t h e  l i k e  a r e  n o t  v i a b l e . "  F o w l e r ' s  n e x t  move i s  t o

d i s c u s s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  f a i t h  a s  t h e  " c o v e n a n t a l  f i d u c i a r y  c h a r -
1a c t e r "  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a l l  l a s t i n g  human com mu ni t i e s .  Here a g a in ,  

though,  t h e r e  i s  no r e f e r e n c e  to  u l t i m a c y  or  t r a n s c e n d e n c e .

"Good f a i t h , "  m e a n i n g  l o y a l t y  and t r u s t  b e t w e e n  p e r s o n s ,  

F o w l e r  e x p l a i n s ,  does  n o t  o c c u r  in  a vacuum.  F a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  

o t h e r  p e r s o n s  and groups  "can s c a r c e l y  be s e p a r a t e d  from f a i t h ­

f u l n e s s  t o  t h e  c a u s e s  o r  v a l u e s  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  c o m m i t t e d . " ^

S o m e t h i n g  a s  common as  t h e  u s e  o f  l a n g u a g e  " b e s p e a k s  a s h a r e d
1 ftcommitment  t o  t r u t h . "  ° Mutua l  f a i t h f u l n e s s  in  m a r r i a g e  i n c l u d e s

"a  s h a r e d  c o m m i t m e n t  n o t  o n l y  t o  t h e  p a r t n e r  b u t  a l s o  t o  an i d e a l

o r  c o v e n a n t  o f  m a r r i a g e . " ^  P o l i t i c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o o  demand

l o y a l t y  n o t  o n l y  t o  o n e ' s  f e l l o w  c i t i z e n s  b u t  t o  t h e  i d e a l s  o f
2 0t h e  body p o l i t i c .  Human b e i n g s  b i n d  t h e n ,  n o t  o n l y  "a s  p e r ­

s o n s , "  b u t  a s  p e r s o n s  by t h e  l o y a l t i e s  we s h a r e  w i t h  o t h e r s  t o  

t h e  c a u s e s  o r  c e n t e r s  o f  v a l u e s  t h a t  a r e  i n  some s e n s e  

" ' b e y o n d ' u s .

In  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  F o w l e r  i s  u s i n g  t h e  t e r m  f a i t h  a s  s y n o n ­

ymous w i t h  the  t r i p o l a r  c o v e n a n t a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  human communal 

r e l a t i o n s .  F a i t h  he re  l i t e r a l l y  means r e l a t i o n s h i p  covenant .  

F i n a l l y ,  Fowle r  con c ludes  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  by adding:

Though we must  r e c o g n i z e  the  r e l a t i o n a l ,  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  
and  t r i a d i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  f a i t h ,  we hav e  n o t  come t o  
t e r m s  w i t h  i t s  r i c h n e s s  and d e p t h  so l o n g  a s  we s t a y  a t  
t h o s e  l e v e l s .  F a i t h  a s  a way o f  b e i n g  i n  r e l a t i o n  ha s
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an o u t e r  boundary c o n s t i t u t e d  by what  we might  c a l l  our  
u l t i m a t e  env i ronmen t .  z

In t h i s  c o n t e x t  Fowler  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  t he  purpose  o r  f u n c t i o n

o f  a l l  t r i a d i c  c o v e n a n t s  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  o r d e r ,  c o h e r e n c e  and

meaning in  l i f e .  I n d i v i d u a l s  and communi t i e s  l i v e  " in  the  mi ds t

o f  powers ,  f o r c e s  and v a l e n c e s  t h a t  b re ak  upon us from a v a r i e t y
2 3o f  l e v e l s  and d i r e c t i o n s . "  A l l  o f  t h e s e  t r i a d i c  p a t t e r n s  c o n ­

s t i t u t i n g  the  r e l a t i o n a l  d imens ion  o f  f a i t h ,  form p a r t  o f  t he  way 

we " g i v e  o r d e r ,  c o h e r e n c e  a n d  m e a n i n g  t o  t h i s  w e l t e r  o f  

f o r c e s .

By " u l t i m a t e  e nv i r on m en t , "  Fowler  means the  most  comprehen­

s i v e  f a i t h  t r i a d .  He a d d s ,  " i t  i s  o u r  t a c i t  a n d  e x p l i c i t  

a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  ' g r a i n '  and  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  u l t i m a t e  

envi ronment ,  t a ke n  as a whole,  t h a t  p ro v i d e  the  l a r g e r  f ramework 

o f  meaning in  which we make and s u s t a i n  our  i n t e r p e r s o n a l ,  i n s t i ­

t u t i o n a l ,  and v o c a t i o n a l  c o v e n a n t s . ^  C e n t r a l  to  t h i s  a s s e r t i o n  

i s  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  c a u s e s  o r  c e n t e r s  o f  v a l u e  a l r e a d y  

m e n t i o n e d  " a r e  n o t  o b j e c t s  i n  any o r d i n a r y  s e n s e . . .  R a t h e r  t h e y  

a re  concep t s  o r  i d e a l s  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t  o r d e r i n g s  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

o f  our  mot ives  and hopes,  our  images o f  ' r e a l i t y '  and our  i n t u i ­

t i o n s  o f  cohe rence  and purpose

In t u r n ,  one ' s  o p e r a t i o n a l  image o f  l i f e  in  i t s  most  compre­

h e n s i v e  sweep  (an u l t i m a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t ) ,  i n c l u d e s  and g i v e s  

" d i r e c t i o n  and r e a s o n  t o  [ o n e ' s ]  d a i l y  c o m m i t m e n t s . " ^  " F a i t h ,  

Fowler  summarizes ,  " i s  a communi ty ' s  w a y - o f - b e i n g - i n - r e l a t i o n  to  

an u l t i m a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  As s u c h  i t  i n c l u d e s ,  p e r m e a t e s ,  and

in f o rm s  our  w a y s - o f - b e i n g - i n - r e l a t i o n  to  our  n e i g h b o r s  and to  the
9 ftcau ses  and companions o f  our  l i v e s . "
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I want  to pause and compare F o w le r ' s  e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  

f a i t h  a s  r e l a t i o n  and h i s  L i f e  Maps p r e s e n t a t i o n .  In  1974 

th ro u g h  1976, Fowler  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  f a i t h  as  r e l a t i o n  s to od  f o r  

mu tu a l  l o y a l t y  and t r u s t  be tween  pe r s o n s ,  and in  a t r a n s c e n d e n t ,  

w h i c h  i n f o r m s  and q u a l i f i e s  mundane human e x p e r i e n c e .  F a i t h  a s  

r e l a t i o n  i s  an u l t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n .  W hi l e  i n v o l v i n g  b o t h  i n ­

d i v i d u a l  and communal l o y a l t y  and t r u s t ,  r e l a t i o n  to  u l t i m a c y  i s  

i t s  n e c e s s a r y  f o c u s .  F o w l e r ' s  ch a n g e d  f o r m a t  i n  1977 m ar ks  a 

movement away form t h i s  o r i g i n a l  s p e c i f i c i t y .  Here Fowler  u ses  

t h e  t e r m  f a i t h  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  phenomena .  F i r s t ,  

Fowler  employs the  te rm to  s t a n d  f o r  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  human t r u s t .  

S e c o n d l y ,  F o w l e r  u t i l i z e s  t h e  t e r m  t o  s t a n d  f o r  n o n - u l t i m a t e  

r e l a t i o n a l  t r i a d s .  F i n a l l y  Fowler  conc ludes  by m a i n t a i n i n g  t h a t  

d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  f r om f a i t h  a s  c o v e n a n t  r e l a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l ,  i s  

t h e  o u t e r  b o u n d a r y  o f  a l l  f a i t h  r e l a t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  c o v e n a n t  

ma k i ng  w i t h  an u l t i m a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  As u l t i m a t e ,  i t  i s  i n c l u ­

s i v e  o f  a l l  o t h e r  cov enan t s  and t r u s t s .

In  t h i s  1 977 p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  " f a i t h "  a s  a t e r m  be com es  v i r ­

t u a l l y  c o t e r m i n o u s  w i t h  t h e  t e r m  " r e l a t i o n "  i t s e l f .  In  o t h e r  

w o r d s ,  f a i t h ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  one k i n d  o f  r e l a t i o n  

among o t h e r  k i n d s ,  comes t o  s t a n d  f o r  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  l e v e l  o f  

r e l a t i o n ,  and c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  t h e  t erm " r e l a t i o n "  i t s e l f .

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i t  beco mes  o b v i o u s  t h a t  F o w l e r ' s  f u l l  

i n t e r e s t  i s  i n  d e v e lo p i n g  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  f a i t h  as u l t i m a t e  

co ve na n t in g .  At  t h i s  p o i n t ,  i t  a l s o  becomes c l e a r  t h a t  Fo w le r ' s  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  " u l t i m a t e "  i n c l u d e s  t h e  c o n c e p t s  " a l l -  

e n c o m p a s s i n g "  o r  " a l l - i n c l u s i v e . "  For  w h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  

u l t i m a t e  co v en an t i n g  from mundane c o ve na n t in g  i s  i t s  comprehen-

25



s i v e  o r  i n c l u s i v e  s c o p e .  F a i t h  a s  u l t i m a t e  c o v e n a n t i n g  i s  t h a t  

k i n d  o f  f a i t h  r e l a t i o n  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  " t h e  l a r g e r  f r a m e w o r k  o f  

m e a n i n g . . . "  and " i n c l u d e s ,  p e r m e a t e s  and i n f o r m s "  a l l  o t h e r  mo-
O Q

ments o f  r e l a t i n g .  7

1980

F o w l e r ' s  n e x t  move i s  t o  f o c u s  more  e x p l i c i t l y  on t h e  t r i -  

p o l a r  covenant  s t u c t u r e  as h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c o nc ep t .  In 1980, 

he i d e n t i f i e s  f i r s t  the  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  t r u s t  moment he began w i t h  

i n  L i f e  Maps . He do es  so  by l i n k i n g  h i s  n o t i o n  w i t h  E r i k  

E r i k s o n ' s  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  t r u s t  v e r s u s  m i s t r u s t .  F a i t h ,  F o w l e r  

w r i t e s  in  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  " i m p l i e s  t r u s t  i n  a n o t h e r ,  r e l i a n c e  upon 

a n o t h e r ,  a c o u n t i n g  upon  o r  d e p e n d e n c e  upon a n o t h e r "  w h i c h
O A

c u l m i n a t e s  i n  " a t t a c h m e n t , "  " c o m m i t m e n t , "  a n d  " l o y a l t y . "

F o w l e r ' s  n e x t  p a r a g r a p h  e v i n c e s  h i s  move t o  f o c u s  more 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  on t h e  t r i - p o l a r  c o v e n a n t  s t r u c t u r e  o f  f a i t h .  He 

w r i t e s ,  "But  I  t u r n  t o  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r  J o s i a h  Royce and t o  t h e  

t h e o l o g i a n  H. R ic ha r d  Niebuhr  f o r  the  most  h e l p f u l  c l a r i f i c a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n a l  q u a l i t y  o f  f a i t h  a s  r e l a t i o n  in  human
O 1

l i f e . "  Fowle r  r e a f f i r m s  h i s  p o i n t  " t h a t  a l l  v i a b l e  and l a s t i n g  

human communi t i es  have e i t h e r  a t a c i t  o r  e x p l i c i t  f a i t h  s t r u c t u r e  

which i s  t r i a n g u l a r  in  form."'*2 Fowle r  a l s o  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  "each 

o f  us be longs  to  a number o f  f a i t h  r e l a t i o n  t r i a n g l e s . " - ^  These 

i n c l u d e ,  a s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  f a m i l i a l ,  

b u s i n e s s ,  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  communi t i e s .

In  1 980 a s  w e l l ,  F o w l e r  b e g i n s  t o  t a l k  o f  f a i t h  a s  "meaning 

mak i ng . "  F a i t h  i s  "a g e n e r i c  human p h e n o m e n o n . . .  [ h a v i n g ]  t o  do
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w i t h  t h e  m a k i n g ,  m a i n t e n a n c e  and t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  human 

m e a n i n g .  In  t u r n ,  " i n  e x a m i n i n g  t h i s  t r i a n g u l a r  f a i t h

s t r u c t u r e  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  we a re  in  touch  w i t h  a major  source  

o f  t h e  f o r m s  and  c o l o r s  w i t h  w h i c h  we p a i n t  on t h e  c a n v a s  o f
o c

m e a n i n g . . .

F o w l e r  t h e n  c o n c l u d e s  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  p o i n t i n g  " t o  t h e  

b r o a d e s t  m o s t  i n c l u s i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  f a i t h . . . t h a t  i n c l u d e s  -
O £

when i n t a c t  - a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  o f  w h i c h  we a r e  a p a r t . "  T h a t  

f a i t h  t r i a n g l e  i s  o f  c o u r s e  t h e  one i n v o l v i n g  o n e ' s  s e n s e  o f  an 

u l t i m a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  In  o n e ' s  u l t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n  t r i a n g l e ,  a 

p e r s o n  "makes  a b i d  f o r  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  a c e n t e r  o f  v a l u e  and
0 7

power adequa te  to  ground,  u n i f y  and o r d e r  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e . "

In  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  t hen ,  Fowle r  i d e n t i f i e s  t he  c h a r a c t e r  o f  an 

u l t i m a t e  en v i r onmen t  as a c e n t r a l  p o i n t  o f  r e f e r e n c e  as w e l l  as 

a l l  i n c l u s i v e  i n  s c o p e .  As a c e n t e r  o f  r e f e r e n c e  i t  i n t e g r a t e s  

t h e  r e s t  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .  One ' s  u l t i m a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e n ,  n o t  

o n l y  " g i v e s  d i r e c t i o n  and  r e a s o n  t o  o n e ' s  d a i l y  c o m m i t m e n t . . . "
O O

by s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  c o n t e x t  f o r  t hem.  I t  s e r v e s  a s  a f o c a l  

p o i n t  i n  m e a n i n g  m ak i n g  a s  w e l l .  F o w l e r  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  symbol  

"k ingdom o f  God," as  an e x a m p l e  o f  b o t h  C h r i s t i a n  and J e w i s h  

e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  u l t i m a t e  meaning,  w i t h  the  n o t i o n  "God," s e r v i n g  

as  the  c e n t r a l  p o i n t  o f  r e f e r e n c e  in  t h a t  u l t i m a t e  c o n t e x t . ^

Fowle r  a l s o  e l a b o r a t e s  f u r t h e r  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  h i s  view o f  the  

r e l a a t i o n s h i p  be tween everyday  f a i t h  t r i a n g l e s  and one ' s  u l t i m a t e  

f a i t h  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  As F o w l e r  p u t s  i t ,  " t h e r e  i s  an i m p o r t a n t  

double  a c t i o n  a t  work h e r e . . . " ^  That  i s ,  one ' s  eve ryday covenan ts  

i n f l u e n c e  one ' s  sense  o f  and commitment  t o  an u l t i m a t e  e n v i r o n ­

ment ;  a s  w e l l  a s  o n e ' s  u l t i m a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t  h a v i n g  " i m p o r t a n t
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i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  and q u a l i t y "  o f  o n e ' s  e v e r y  day 

r e l a t i o n s . ^  U l t i m a t e  and p e n u l t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n s  m u t u a l l y  i n f l u ­

ence each  o t h e r .  F o w l e r ' s  f u r t h e r  development  o c cu r s  in  the  book 

S tag es  o f  F a i t h .

S ta g e s  o f  F a i t h

F o w l e r  b e g i n s  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  S t a g e s  o f  F a i t h , by i d e n t ­

i f y i n g  o n e ' s  f i r s t  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  f a i t h  a s  b e g i n n i n g  a t  b i r t h .  

R e l a t i o n a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  F o w l e r  p o i n t s  o u t ,  " t h e r e  i s  a l w a y s  a n ­

o t h e r  i n  f a i t h . . .  I  t r u s t  i n  and am l o y a l  t o . . . " ^ 2 At  b i r t h  o u r  

i n i t i a l  e x p e r i e n c e  of  l o y a l t y  and d e p e n d a b i l i t y  i s  based  on " the  

deg ree  of  f i d e l i t y "  e x p r e s s e d  by our  p r i m a r y  ca re  t a k e r s '  " con­

s i s t e n c y  i n  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  o u r  n e e d s "  and i n  "m ak in g  a v a l u e d  

p l a c e  f o r  us in  t h e i r  l i v e s .

F o w l e r  c o n t i n u e s  by a f f i r m i n g ,  t h o u g h ,  " t h a t  eve n  i n  t h i s  

r u d i m e n t a r y  f o r m ,  f a i t h  e x h i b i t s  w h a t  we may c a l l  a c o v e n a n t a l  

p a t t e r n  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p . " ^  Even on t h e  b a s i c  l e v e l  o f  p a r e n t -  

i n f a n t  t r u s t ,  t h e  i n f a n t  i s  d e v e l o p i n g  a " s e n s e "  o f  h e r  o r  h i s  

new env i ro nme n t  as e i t h e r  dependab le  and p r o v i d e n t  or  a r b i t r a r y  

and n e g l e c t f u l . " ^  More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  p a r e n t s  b r i n g  " t h e i r  

way o f  s e e i n g  and b e i n g  in  t h e  w o r l d . . .  t h e i r  t r u s t s  and l o y a l ­

t i e s . . .  t h e i r  f i d e l i t i e s  - a n d  i n f i d e l i t i e s  -  t o  t h e  c a u s e s  and 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  and t r a n s c e n d i n g  c e n t e r s  o f  v a l u e  and p ow er  t h a t  

c o n s t i t u t e  t h e i r  l i v e s '  meanings . "  P r i o r  to  the  i n f a n t ' s  a b i l ­

i t y  to  d i s t i n g u i s h  c l e a r l y  t h e  v a l u e s  and b e l i e f s  o f  h e r  o r  h i s  

p a r e n t s ,  F o w l e r  a r g u e s ,  "he o r  she  s e n s e s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

meaning and b eg in s  to  form n a c e n t  images o f  the  c e n t e r s  o f  va lue
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and power t h a t  an im a te  the  p a r e n t a l  f a i t h .

I n  t h e  book  S t a g e s  o f  F a i t h , F o w l e r  a l s o  r a i s e s  h i s  u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g  o f  t he  i n t e r p l a y  be tween f a i t h  and i d e n t i t y :

When I s p e a k  o f  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  c e n t e r s  o f  v a l u e  and 
p o w er  I u s e  a h i g h l y  f o r m a l  l a n g u a g e  t o  s p e a k
about  i n t e n s e l y  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  We do n o t
c o m m i t  o u r s e l v e s  - ' r e s t  o u r  h e a r t s  u p o n '  
p e r s o n s ,  c a u s e s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o r  ' g o d s '  b e c a u s e  we 
' o u g h t  t o . '  We i n v e s t  o r  d e v o t e  o u r s e l v e s  b e c a u s e  
t h e  o t h e r  t o  w h i c h  we c o m m i t  h a s ,  f o r  u s ,  an  
i n t r i n s i c  e x c e l l e n c e  o r  w o r t h  a n d  b e c a u s e  i t  
p ro m is es  to  c o n f e r  v a lu e  on us .  s

F o w l e r  f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  t h o s e  c e n t e r s  t h a t  we i n v e s t  w i t h

god v a l u e  " a r e  t h o s e  t h a t  c o n f e r  m e a n i n g  and w o r t h  on us  and
49promise  to s u s t a i n  us in  a dange rous  wor ld  o f  power."

With r e s p e c t  to  human i d e n t i t y ,  one ' s  commitments  and t r u s t s  

shape one ' s  i d e n t i t y .  Fowle r  adds t h a t  each  pe r so n  p a r t i c i p a t e s  

i n  many d i f f e r e n t  f a i t h - r e l a t i o n  t r i a d s .  Consequen t ly  each o f  us 

i n v e s t s  t r u s t  and  l o y a l t y ,  s h a r e s  common s t o r i e s , h o p e s , and 

m ea n i n g  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  c e n t e r s  o f  v a l u e  and p o w e r ,  r e l a t i v e  t o  

each c o n t e x t .  The q u e s t i o n  Fowler  r a i s e s  in  t h i s  r e g a r d  i s ,  "How 

do o u r  f a i t h  and i d e n t i t y  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  many t r i a d s  t o  w h i c h  we 

be long?"*^

Are we e a c h ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  'many s e l v e s ' ,  a d a p t i n g  and 
r e s h a p i n g  o u r  i d e n t i t i e s  a s  we move f ro m one r o l e ,  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  o r  c o n t e x t  t o  a n o t h e r ?  Do we have  one 
' m a s t e r  i d e n t i t y '  c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  one dominant  c e n t e r  
o f  v a l u e  and pow er  and i t s  co m m u n i t y  w h i c h  so o v e r ­
shadows our  o t h e r  t r i a d i c  in v o l ve me n t s  as to  make them 
u n i m p o r t a n t  f o r  sha p i ng  our  i d e n t i t y  and f a i t h ?  Or can 
we a u t h e n t i c a l l y  c l a i m  f a i t h  in  an i n f i n i t e  sou r ce  and 
c e n t e r  o f  v a l u e  and p o w e r ,  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  w h i c h  we 
a re  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  i d e n t i t i e s  f l e x i b l e  and i n t e g r a t i v e  
enough  t o  u n i f y  t h e  s e l v e s  we a r e  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s
r o l e s  and r e l a t i o n s  we have?-*^

Each o f  t h e s e  answers  c o n s t i t u t e s  one o f  t h r e e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  

i n  F o w l e r ' s  f a i t h  i d e n t i t y  sc hem e .  The f i r s t  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  as
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p o l y t h e i s t i c  f a i t h .  The s e c o n d  i s  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  h e n o t h e i s t i c

f a i t h .  The t h i r d ,  which  c o n s t i t u t e s  n o r m a t i v e  f a i t h  in  F o w le r ' s

pa radigm,  i s  c a l l e d  r a d i c a l  monotheism.  Each o f  t h e s e  t e r m s  i s

used  in  c r e a t i v e  a d a p t a t i o n  to  d e s c r i b e  p a t t e r n s  of  i d e n t i t y  and
52f a i t h ,  and n o t  l i m i t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to  r e l i g i o u s  forms .

P o l y t h e i s t i c  f a i t h ,  Fowle r  e x p l a i n s ,  i s  e x i b i t e d  by one who
C o

" h a s  ' i n t e r e s t s '  i n  many m i n o r  c e n t e r s  o f  v a l u e  and po w er . "  

Ye t  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  a p o l y t h e i s t  " l a c k s  any  one c e n t e r  o f  v a l u e  

and power  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  t o  f o c u s  and o r d e r  o n e ' s  

l i f e . " ^  For  the  p o l y t h e i s t ,  Fowle r  a r g u e s ,  "not  even the  s e l f  - 

one ' s  myth o f  one ' s  own w o r t h  and d e s t i n y  -  can l a y  a co m p e l l i n g  

enough c l a im  to  u n i f y  one ' s  hopes and s t r i v i n g s . A  p o l y t h e i s t  

i s  an u n i n t e g r a t e d  s e l f .

A h e n o t h e i s t ,  on the  o t h e r  hand,  does i n v e s t  f a i t h  and i d e n ­

t i t y  i n  a s i n g l e  c e n t e r  o f  pow er  and v a l u e .  The p r o b l e m  w i t h  

h e n o t h e i s t i c  f a i t h  i s  t h a t  t h e  c e n t e r  i n  w h i c h  one i n v e s t s  " i s  

i n a p p r o p r i a t e ,  f a l s e ,  [o r ]  n o t  someth ing  o f  u l t i m a t e  concern .

A h e n o t h e i s t i c  c e n t e r  i s  a p e n u l t i m a t e  c a u s e  i n f l a t e d  by t h e  

p a r t i c i p a n t  t o  the  p o s i t i o n  of  u l t i m a t e  concern .  In  i t s  ex t r eme ,  

h e n o t h e i s m  r e s u l t s  i n  f e t i s h i s m  ( i . e . ,  c a r e e r i s m ,  w o r k a h o l i s m ,  

s e x  o r  money) .  Such f a i t h ,  u n l i k e  p o l y t h e i s m ,  p r o d u c e s  n a r ­

rowness  o f  f a i t h  and i d e n t i t y .

F o w l e r ' s  t h i r d  o p t i o n ,  r a d i c a l  m o n o t h e i s m ,  r e p r e s e n t s  h i s  

n o rm a t i v e  view o f  f a i t h .

By i t  I s h a l l  mean a t y p e  o f  f a i t h - i d e n t i t y  r e l a t i o n  
in  which  a pe r s on  or  group fo c u s e s  i t s  supreme t r u s t  
and l o y a l t y  i n  a t r a n s c e n d e n t  c e n t e r  o f  v a l u e  and 
po w er ,  t h a t  i s  n e i t h e r  a c o n s c i o u s  o r  u n c o n s c i o u s  
e x t e n s i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  o r  g r o u p  e go ,  n o r  a f i n i t e  
cause or  i n s t i t u t i o n .  '
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This  c e n t e r  o f  power and va lue  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  a p r i n ­

c i p l e  o f  b e i n g .  I t  c o n s t i t u t e s  " t h e  s o u r c e  and c e n t e r  o f  a l l
S 8v a l u e  and p o w e r . "  In  t u r n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  n e g a t e  l e s s  t r a n ­

s c e n d e n t  c e n t e r s  o f  v a l u e  and po w er ,  i t  r e l a t i v i z e s  and o r d e r s  

them. By m a i n t a i n i n g  t r u s t  in  and l o y a l t y  to  such an " i n c l u s i v e "  

c e n t e r  o f  va lue  and power,  t he  r a d i c a l  m o n o t h e i s t  keeps  p o t e n ­

t i a l l y  h e n o t h e i s t i c  c e n t e r s  o f  va l ue  and power in  a p o s i t i o n  o f  

p r o p e r  and p r o p o r t i o n a t e  love .

" T h i s  t r a n s c e n d e n t  c e n t e r  o f  v a l u e  and p o w e r , "  F o w l e r  

a rg u es ,  "has been symbol i zed  or  c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  in  b o th  t h e i s t i c
C Q

and n o n t h e i s t i c  w a y s . . . "  S a d l y ,  t h o u g h ,  F o w l e r  a f f i r m s ,  t h i s  

k i n d  o f  f a i t h  r a r e l y  l a s t s  i n  e i t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  p e r s o n s  o r  com­

m u n i t i e s .  F o r  p e o p l e  " t o o  e a s i l y  l a p s e  i n t o  a c o n f u s i o n  o f  o u r  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  a t r a n s c e n d e n t  c e n t e r  o f  va lue  and power w i t h  

t h a t  r e a l i t y  i t s e l f . " B u t  a s  a r e g u l a t i v e  p r i n c i p l e "  t h e  

i d e a l  o f  r a d i c a l  monotheism i s  t r e me nd ou s l y  i m p o r t a n t  in  moving 

t o w a r d s  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a g l o b a l  c o m m u n i t y . ^  For  a s  a f o r m ­

u l a t i o n  or  symbol o f  f a i t h  " i t  e x e r t s  t r u l y  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  power
fs 9ove r  our  more p a r o c h i a l  f a i t h  o r i e n t a t i o n s . "

The n o t i o n  o f  r a d i c a l  m o n o t h e i s t i c  f a i t h ,  a s  t h e  norm f o r  

F o w l e r ' s  f a i t h  pa rad igm,  c o r r e s p o n ds  to  s t a g e  s i x  in  h i s  d e v e lo p ­

m e n t a l  t h e o r y .  F o w l e r  c a l l s  s t a g e  s i x  f a i t h  u n i v e r s a l i z i n g  

f a i t h .  F o w l e r  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  v i r t u e  o f  s t a g e  s i x  a s  " . . . b e i n g  

m o s t  t r u l y  o n e s e l f . . .  [ w h i l e ]  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  u l t i m a t e  i s  

d i r e c t  and i m m e d i a t e . C o m m u n i t y  i s  now i s  u n i v e r s a l l y  i n c l u ­

s i v e ,  one i s  i n  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  b e i n g .  F o w l e r  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  t h e  

sou rce  o f  t h i s  v i r t u e  in h i s  s t a g e  th e o r y  i s  due to  an " e p i s t e m o ­

l o g i c a l  s h i f t . O n e  no l o n g e r  e x p e r i e n c e s  the  r e l a t i v i t y  o f
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human i n s i g h t  as p a r a d o x i c a l .

R a d i c a l  m o n o t h e i s t i c  f a i t h  " c a l l s  peop le  to  an i d e n t i f i c a -
fi 5t i o n  w i t h  a u n i v e r s a l  c o m m u n i t y . "  By r e l a t i v i z i n g  o u r  

p a r o c h i a l  c e n t e r s  o f  v a l u e  and p o w e r ,  u n i v e r s a l  co m m u n i t y  i s  

p o s s i b l e .  In  t u r n  "our  t r i b a l  gods and f i n i t e  goods can be seen 

f o r  w h a t  t h e y  t r u l y  a r e . " ^  As s t a t e d  a b o v e ,  t h e  r e g u l a t i n g  

power o f  r a d i c a l  m o n o t h e i s t i c  f a i t h ,  e x e m p l i f i e d  by s t a g e  s i x  in  

F o w le r ' s  d e v e lo pm en ta l  pa rad igm,  does n o t  n eg a t e  or  deny member­

sh ip  " i n  more l i m i t e d  groups  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  ' s t o r i e s '  and 

c e n t e r i n g  v a l u e s . " ^  I t  k e e p s  them f r om b e i n g  " r e v e r e d "  a s
CO

having  u l t i m a t e  va lu e .

Summary on F a i t h  as  R e l a t i o n

What  does  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  s a y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  f a i t h  a s  a 

mode o f  r e l a t i o n ?  F o w l e r  i s  c o n c e r n e d  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h r e e  

f u n d a m e n t a l  n o t i o n s .  They a r e  t r u s t  and l o y a l t y ,  c o v e n a n t a l  

s t r u c t u r e s ,  and u l t i m a c y .  Each  o f  t h e s e  n o t i o n s  i n v o l v e s  a 

c l u s t e r  o f  co nc ep t s .

T r u s t  and l o y a l t y  in c l u d e  such n o t i o n s  as  d e p e n d a b i l t y ,  a t -  

h o m e n e s s ,  p r o v i d e n c e ,  b i n d i n g ,  l o v e ,  r e l i a n c e ,  d e p e n d e n c e ,  

a t t a c h m e n t ,  and c o m m i t m e n t .  T he se  a r e  F o w l e r ' s  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  

t e rms  which imply t h a t  f a i t h  a lways  in v o l v e s  a n o t h e r .

S e c o n d l y ,  f a i t h  r e l a t i n g  i s  n o t  o n l y  i n t e r p e r s o n a l ;  i t  

i n v o l v e s  a t h i r d  p o l e  made up o f  t h e  v a l u e s  and c a u s e s  t h a t  f o c u s  

o u r  e n e r g i e s .  F a i t h  i s  t r i p o l a r  o r  c o v e n a n t a l  i n  s t r u c t u r e .

T h i r d l y ,  f a i t h  as u l t i m a t e  r e l a t i n g  in v o l v e s  such n o t i o n s  as 

i n c l u s i v e n e s s  and c e n t e r i n g .  In  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a l l  t r u s t i n g  in
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t r i p o l a r  c o v e n a n t s ,  F o w l e r  i n s i s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an o u t e r m o s t  

b o u n d a r y  r e l a t i o n  w h i c h  e n c o m p a s s e s  and i n c l u d e s  a l l  o t h e r s ,  

t h e r e f o r e  funding  the  whole w i t h  meaning and r e a s o n .  I m p l i c i t  in  

t h i s  o v e r a r c h i n g  r e l a t i o n  i s  a c e n t e r  o f  v a l u e  and pow er  w h i c h  

s e r v e s  to  i n t e g r a t e  t h e s e  everyday r e l a t i o n s .  At i t s  n o r m a t i v e  

b e s t ,  a p e r s o n ' s  o r  c o m m u n i t y ' s  t r a n s c e n d e n t  c o v e n a n t  s e r v e s  t o  

r e l a t i v i z e  a l l  p a r o c h i a l  f a i t h  t r i a d  r e l a t i o n s ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  in  an 

e x p e r i e n c e  o f  s e l f  i n t e g r a t i o n  and u n i v e r s a l  communion.

Each  o f  t h e  p h a s e s  o f  F o w l e r ' s  own d e v e l o p m e n t  r e p r e s e n t s  

h i s  o n g o i n g  e f f o r t  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  t h e s e  t h r e e  n o t i o n s .  The 

d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  deve lopment  has  been toward  the  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  

the  t r i p o l a r  c o v e n a n t a l  s t r u c t u r e  as the  o r g a n i z i n g  p r i n c i p l e  f o r  

t h e s e  t h r e e  con ce rns .  T r u s t  and l o y a l t y ,  and u l t i m a t e  c o v e n a n t ­

i n g  become by 1981 d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  and d e s c r i p t i v e l y  e s s e n t i a l  

moments w i t h i n  F o w le r ' s  o v e r a r c h i n g  covenan t  s t r u c t u r a l  theme.

I am n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t  F o w l e r  deems t h e  n o t i o n  o f  t r i p o l a r  

c o v e n a n t  t o  be more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t r u s t  o r  u l t i m a c y  in  h i s  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  f a i t h .  Each concep t  

i s  v i t a l .  The r e l a t i o n a l  d i m e n s i o n  wou ld  make no s e n s e  w i t h o u t  

a l l  t h r e e  n o t i o n s .  The c o v e n a n t  o r  f a i t h  r e l a t i o n  t r i a d  c o n ­

s t i t u t e s  t h e  g e n e r a l  o r g a n i z i n g  p r i n c i p l e  o r  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h i n  

w h i i ch  the  o t h e r  two e s s e n t i a l  p i e c e s  f i t .

T r u s t  and l o y a l t y  a r e  b e s t  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  c o r e  o f  t h e  

f a i t h  r e l a t i o n  t r i a d .  They c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  h e a r t  o f  f a i t h  

r e l a t i n g .  F a i t h  r e l a t i n g  i s  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  t h e  t r u s t i n g  i n  and 

l o y a l t y  t o  a n o t h e r  w h i c h  one e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  a c o v e n a n t a l  bond.  

U l t i m a t e  t r u s t i n g  r e p r e s e n t s  a u n i q u e  k i n d  o f  f a i t h  r e l a t i o n  

t r i a d .  I t  s e r v e s  b o th  as  the  o u t e r m o s t  boundary,  and the  c e n t r a l
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p o i n t  o f  r e f e r e n c e  o f  a l l  f a i t h  r e l a t i o n s  and the  human s e l f .

What  i s  c l e a r  i s  t h a t  F o w l e r  en ds  up w i t h  a much b r o a d e r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  f a i t h  r e l a t i o n a l  mode a t  t h e  end o f  t h i s  

d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a n  he had  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  Where a t  one t i m e  

F o w l e r  q u a l i f i e d  a l l  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  f a i t h  w i t h  t h e  c o n c e p t  

u l t i m a c y ,  he now o p e n s  up t o  n o n - u l t i m a t e  phenomena .  C o n s e ­

q u e n t l y ,  F o w l e r ' s  e a r l i e r  s p e c i f i e d  f o c u s  b ec o me s  som ew ha t  

b l u r r e d .

Before  d rawing  ou t  t he  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  movement,  i t  i s  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e v i e w  F o w l e r ' s  o t h e r  d i m e n s i o n  o f  f a i t h ,  i . e . ,  

f a i t h  a s  k n o w i n g .  In  d o i n g  s o ,  I w i l l  a g a i n  p r e s e n t  F o w l e r ' s  

d i s c u s s i o n s  in  developmena l  sequence .  A f t e r w a r d  I w i l l  o u t l i n e  

and a n a l y z e  F o w l e r ' s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  

th e s e  two d im ens ions .
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CHAPTER I I I

FAITH AS A MODE OF KNOWING

In F o w l e r ' s  I n i t i a l  w r i t i n g s ,  he f o l l o w e d  h i s  demand t o  

r e c o n c e i v e  f a i t h  a s  a v e r b  by d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  k i n d  o f  a c t i v i t y  

f a i t h  i s :

Here  I s h a l l  a s k  you t o  t h i n k  o f  f a i t h  a s  a way o f  
k n o w i n g .  I t  may a l s o  h e l p  t o  t h i n k  o f  f a i t h  a s  a way 
o f  i n t e r p r e t i n g  o r  c o n s t r u i n g  one ' s  e x p e r i e n c e .  At  any 
r a t e  f a i t h  a s  we s h a l l  u s e  I t  i s  an a c t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  
i n t e r p r e t i v e  mode o f  b e i n g . '

Fowler  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  he i s  su p p o r t e d  in  h i s  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t
O

f a i t h  i s  a mode o f  k n o w i n g  by h i s  p h e n o m e n o l o g i c a l  r o o t s .  

Niebuhr  f o r  one a rgued  t h a t  human i n i t i a t i v e s  and r e s p o n s e s  a re  

i n a u g u r a t e d  by  and a r i s e  o u t  o f  a c t s  o f  k n o w in g  and c o n s t r u i n g .  

N iebuhr ,  and in  t u r n  Fowle r ,  m a i n t a i n s  t h i s  t o  be t r u e  o f  f a i t h .  

F a i t h  " a s  a d o i n g  o r  b e i n g  i n c l u d e s  and f l o w s  f ro m f a i t h  a s  a
O

mode o f  knowing.

When se e k i n g  to  d e f i n e  the  "knowing" i t s e l f ,  Fowler  u t i l i z e s  

some o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  n o t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l i s t s ,  P i a g e t  and 

Kohlberg.  In l i n e  w i t h  the  s t r u c t u r a l i s t s ,  Fowle r  conce ive s  o f  

knowing in  t e r ms  o f  r e a l i t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  By " r e a l i t y  c o n s t r u c ­

t i o n , "  F o w l e r  i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  a c t i v e  r o l e  human b e i n g s  t a k e  

in  the  p r o c e s s  o f  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e i r  wor ld .  Knowing w i t h i n  the  

s t r u c t u r a l i s t  s c h o o l  h a s  to  do w i t h  a c t i n g  upon o r  i n t e r a c t i n g  

w i t h  one ' s  en v i r on me n t . ^

In the  e a r l i e s t  b e g in n i n g s  o f  t h i s  p r o c e s s ,  i n f a n t s  a c t  upon 

t h e i r  e n v i r onm en t s  t h ro ugh  the  p h y s i c a l  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  o b j e c t s .  

Based on t h i s  i n t e r a c t i n g ,  schemas,  s t r u c t u r e s ,  o r  o p e r a t i o n s  a re  

i n t e r n a l i z e d  as  p a t t e r n s  o f  a c t i o n .  T hes e  p a t t e r n s  o f  a c t i o n
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become g e n e r a l i z e d  and fo r m  a r e p e r t o i r e  o f  m e n t a l  o p e r a t i o n s  

which  the  knower b r i n g s  to  new e x p e r i e n c e s . ^

I f  a n o v e l t y  i s  e n c o u n t e r e d  w h i c h  i s  u n a s s i m i l a t a b l e  in  

t e r m s  o f  o n e ' s  e x i s t i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  new m a n i p u l a t i o n s  a r e  

d e v e l o p e d  and i n t e r n a l i z e d .  The a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  new o p e r a t i o n s ,  

r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a c c o m m o d a t i o n ,  s i g n i f i e s  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  k n o w in g  

p r o c e s s .  Consequent ly ,  deve lopment  " in  the  s t r u c t u r a l  d e v e l o p ­

m en t a l  approach i s  un d e r s to o d  as  the  accommodatory c o n s t r u c t i o n  

o f  new sch em es  o r  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  k n o w in g  (w h i c h  p r o c e s s  i s  

l a r g e l y  u n c o ns c i ou s ,  f o r m a l  o r  n o n c o n t e n t  s p e c i f i c  and g e n e r a l -  

i z a b l e )

This  view o f  knowing i s  based  on the  p re m ise  t h a t  what  human 

b e i n g s  p e r c e i v e  r e a l i t y  t o  be ,  i s  n o t  s i m p l y  "a m e n t a l  copy o f  

s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  i s  o u t  t h e r e . E n v i r o n m e n t a l  d a t a  n e e d  o r ­

g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  I t  i s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s t r u c ­

t u r e s  o r  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  makes  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and in  t u r n  i n t e r ­

p r e t a t i o n  and co m p o s i t io n  o f  r e a l i t y  p o s s i b l e .  With growth ,  as  

new s t r u c t u r e s  o r  o p e r a t i o n s  d e v e l o p ,  " t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f
Q

r e a l i t y  c h a n g e s . " 0

F i n a l l y ,  t o  s p e a k  o f  k n o w in g  i n  t h i s  s e n s e  a s s u m e s  t h e  

s t r u c t u r a l i s t  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  

be tween  the  s t r u c t u r e s  o r  o p e r a t i o n s  deve loped  by human b e in g s  in  

the  r e a l i t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o c e s s  and the  c o n t e n t s  o r  p ro d u c t s  o f  

k n o w i n g .  The s t r u c t u r e s  o r  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  f a i t h  a s  a mode o f  

knowing u n d e r l i e  and g ive  form to  the  c o n t e n t s .  The s t r u c t u r e s  

i n  a c t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e  t h o u g h t  i t s e l f . ^  The c o n t e n t s  a r e  t h e  

c o n c l u s i o n s  r e a c h e d ,  t h e  body  o f  k n o w l e d g e  a r r i v e d  a t ,  o r  i n
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e f f e c t ,  r e a l i t y  c o n s t r u c t e d .

Thi s  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  o f  key im po r t an ce .  For  by d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  

b e t w e e n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  k n o w i n g  and t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  kn o w in g ,  

s t r u c t u r a l i s t s  c l a i m  to  be a b le  to  focus  t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on 

the  s t r u c t u r e s  as opposed to  the  c o n t e n t s .  Consequen t ly  Fowle r ,  

i n  l i g h t  o f  t h i s  b o r r o w e d  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  a s s e r t i o n ,  c l a i m s  t h a t  

h i s  t h e o r y  seeks  to  p ro v i de  the  u n i v e r s a l l y  g e n e r a l i z a b l e  s t r u c ­

t u r e s  o f  f a i t h  knowing which u n d e r l i e  a l l  t he  v a r i o u s  c o n t e n t s  o f  

p e c u l i a r  f a i t h  t r a d i t i o n s . ^  Th i s  i s  what  Fowler  means when he 

m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  h i s  t h e o r y  "moves b e n e a th  the  symbols ,  r i t u a l s  and 

e t h i c a l  p a t t e r n s  t h a t  e x p r e s s "  f a i t h . ^  In l i n e  w i t h  the  s t r u c ­

t u r a l i s t s ,  t he n ,  Fowle r  u s es  the  te rm "knowing" w i t h  t h i s  s t r u c ­

t u r e / c o n t e n t  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  mind,  and d e v e l o p s  a v i e w  o f  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e s  o f  f a i t h  tho ugh t .

Lev e l s  o f  Knowing

W i t h i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  k n o w i n g  f rom a s t r u c ­

t u r a l i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  Fowler  q u a l i f i e s  t he  k in d  o f  knowing t h a t  

i s  f a i t h .  He d o e s  so by d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  b e t w e e n  t h r e e  l e v e l s  o r  

env i ro nm en t s  in  t e r ms  o f  which r e a l i t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e .  

These in c l u d e  the  p h y s i c a l ,  s o c i a l  and u l t i m a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t s . ^

The work  o f  J e a n  P i a g e t  i s  f o c u s e d  on r e a l i t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

a t  a p h y s i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l e v e l .  P h y s i c a l  r e a l i t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

i n v o l v e s  t h e  c o g n i t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s  o r  o p e r a t i o n s  d e v e l o p e d  t h a t  

r a n g e  f ro m t h o s e  f i r s t  i n f a n t  hand  m a n i p u l a t i o n s  o f  o b j e c t s  t o  

the  a b s t r a c t  t h e o r i e s  o f  m a t he ma t i c s  and p h y s i c s .  Fowle r  a c c e p t s  

P i a g e t ' s  c o g n i t i v e  de v e lo p m e n ta l  s c a l e  as r e p r e s e n t i n g  the  b a s i c  

r ange  o f  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s .
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Lawrence Koh lbe rg ' s  t h e o r y  o f  mora l  deve lopment  r e p r e s e n t s

f o r  F o w l e r  r e a l i t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  t h e  s o c i a l  o r  i n t e r p e r s o n a l

l e v e l .  Kohlberg ,  l i k e  P i a g e t ,  c o n c e n t r a t e s  on the  s t r u c t u r e s  bu t

t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g .  H i s  d e v e l o p m e n t a l

t h e o r y  a t t e m p t s  to  d e s c r i b e  " the  forms or  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h i n k i n g

e v i d e n c e d  i n  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  o r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  m o r a l
1 ^c h o i c e s . "

Fowler  q u a l i f i e s  f a i t h  knowing by i d e n t i f y i n g  i t  as r e a l i t y

c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  an u l t i m a t e  l e v e l .  In t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  he w r i t e s ;

When we a s k  'What  k i n d  o f  k n o w i n g  i s  f a i t h ? '  we f o c u s  
f i r s t  on t h e  c o n t e n t  i e .  on t h e  w h a t  i t  i s  t h a t  f a i t h  
knows .  F a i t h  we have  s a i d  i s  a k n o w in g  by w h i c h  we 
c o n s t r u e  our  r e l a t e d n e s s . ,  t o  t he  l i m i t i n g  b o u n d a r i e s  
o r  dep ths  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .

Fowler  r e f e r s  t o  t h e s e  de p th s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  the  c o l l e c t i v e
1C 1 fi

t e rm s ,  " t r a n s c e n d e n t , "  J " u l t i m a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t , "  and " u l t i m a t e  

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e x i s t e n c e . " ^  Th ese  l i m i t i n g  b o u n d a r i e s  o r

u l t i m a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n c l u d e  t h e  " p o w e r ( s )  b o u n d a r i e s  ( s u c h  a s  

d e a th  and f i n i t u d e )  and s o u r c e ( s )  o f  be i ng  and v a lu e  and meaning 

w h i c h  i m p i n g e  on l i f e  i n  a m an ne r  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  p e r s o n a l  c o n ­

t r o l . " 18

I t  i s  h e l p f u l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  the  imp inging  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e s e

u l t i m a t e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  l i g h t  o f  F o w l e r ' s  b r i e f  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l

comments.  Fowler  conce ive s  o f  human b e in g s  as burdened w i t h  the

f r e e d o m  t o  o r g a n i z e  and name t h e  p h e n o m e n a l  w o r l d .  In  f a c t ,

human b e i n g s  a r e  u n i q u e  in  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  F o w l e r  e x p l a i n s  t h a t

o t h e r  a n i m a l s  " a r e  endowed w i t h  f a r  more s p e c i f i c  i n s t i n c t i v e
1 9g u i d a n c e  s y s t e m s . "  The ways  o f  l i f e  f o r  o t h e r  a n i m a l s  a r e  

p r og r am m ed .  Due t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  p ro gr am me d  g u i d a n c e ,  and t h e
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r e s u l t i n g  f r e e d o m  t o  r e s p o n d  to  l i f e ,  human b e i n g s  c a r r y  w i t h
20them " th e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  composing a me an in gf u l  wor ld . "

With f reedom,  d e a th  and f i n i t u d e  become q u e s t i o n s  demanding 

a n s w e r s  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  a m e a n i n g f u l  e x i s t e n c e .  O t h e r  i s s u e s  

l i k e  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  c a u s e  and e f f e c t  i n  p e r s o n a l  and 

h i s t o r i c  l i f e ,  and t h e  p l a c e  o f  e v i l  and s u f f e r i n g  become 

p u z z l e s  r e q u i r i n g  s o l u t i o n s .  Fowler  f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f i e s  one ' s  view 

o f  i d e a l  manhood o r  womanhood,  o n e ' s  g r o u n d i n g  o f  e t h i c a l  and 

moral  i m p e r a t i v e s ,  on e ' s  communal i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and b e lo n g in g ,  

b a s e s  o f  g u i l t  and shame ,  g r o u n d s  o f  t e r r o r  and  d r e a d ,  b e l i e f s  

a b o u t  w h a t  i s  s i n f u l  o r  a v i o l a t i o n ,  b e l i e f s  a b o u t  r e l i g i o n  and 

r e l i g i o u s  symbols ,  as w e l l  as  one ' s  l o y a l t i e s  and commitments  and 

o n e ' s  l o c u s  o f  t r a n s e n d e n t  b e a u t y ,  v a l u e  and p o w er  a s  i s s u e s  o f  

f a i t h .

By them "we a re  impinged upon,  p u l l e d  a t  and moved from many
21d i r e c t i o n s . "  In  t h e  f a c e  o f  t hem,  h u m a n k i n d  r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  

c h a l l e n g e  o f  " c o m p o s i n g  some k i n d  o f  o r d e r ,  u n i t y  and c o h e r -  

ence . . . "  an u l t i m a t e  env i r onmen t .

The P e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  F a i t h  Knowing

When d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  p r o c e s s  o r  a c t  o f  c o m p o s i n g  an 

u l t i m a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  F o w l e r  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  

f a i t h  k no w in g  t h a t  l e a d  him t o  a t t e m p t  t o  b r o a d e n  t h e  s t r u c ­

t u r a l i s t  view o f  knowing.  I t  i s  he re  t h a t  Fowle r  makes a d j u s t ­

ments  he b e l i e v e s  w i l l  i n c o r p o r a t e  th e  i n s i g h t s  o f  o t h e r  d e v e l o p ­

men t a l  approaches .

The p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  f a i t h  knowing r e s u l t  from i t s  u l t i m a t e  

focus .  L i m i t i n g  b o u n d a r i e s  and dep th  e x p e r i e n c e s  a re  the  k in ds
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o o
o f  i s s u e s  one " r a r e l y "  r e l a t e s  to  i n d i f f e r e n t l y .  They r e q u i r e ,

o /
F o w l e r  a r g u e s ,  t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  t h e  " t o t a l  s e l f . "  One i s

d i s p o s e d  n e g a t i v e l y  or  p o s i t i v e l y .  Tha t  i s ,  one may be h o s t i l e ,

d i s t r u s t f u l  and r e b e l l i o u s ,  o r  r e l a t e  i n  l o v e ,  t r u s t  and l o y a l
2 5r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  F o w l e r ' s  f i r s t  c o n c e r n  i s  t h a t  i n  f a i t h  c o g ­

n i t i o n  and a f f e c t i o n  a r e  in t e rw ov en .

The problem Fowler  has w i t h  the  s t r u c t u r a l  view o f  knowing

i s  i t s  s t r i c t l y  c o g n i t i v e  o r  l o g i c a l  f o c u s . T h i s  i s  t r u e  o f
27b o th  Kohlberg and P i a g e t .  According  to  Fow le r ,  Kohlberg does

s e t  a p r e c e d e n t  i n  h i s  mode l  by d e f i n i n g  a s t a g e  a s  a s t r u c t u r a l
9 ftw h o l e ,  i n t e r t w i n i n g  c o g n i t i o n  and a f f e c t i o n .  ° In  p r a c t i c e ,

though,  Fowler  o b se r v es ,  Kohlberg  " t e n d s  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  to  f o l l o w
2 QP i a g e t . "  7 F o r  e v e n  t h o u g h  K o h l b e r g  "makes  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  i n  

r e a l i t y  the  two i n t e r p e n e t r a t e  and a re  i n s e p a r a b l e . . . "  he a g re e s  

w i t h  P i a g e t  " t h a t  c o g n i t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s  t e n d  t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  

a f f e c t i v e  d y n a m i c s  and t h a t  o n l y  t h e  c o g n i t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s  can 

s e r v e  a s  a b a s i s  f o r  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  s e q u e n c e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  

s t a g e s .

I n i t i a l l y  F o w l e r  d e a l t  w i t h  t h i s  l i m i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t r u c ­

t u r a l  a p p r o a c h  b y . a r g u i n g  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i v e  o r  n e g a t i v e  d i s ­

p o s i t i o n  one t a k e s  t o w a r d  o n e ' s  c o n s t r u a l  o f  t h e  u l t i m a t e

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e x i s t e n c e  c o n s t i t u t e s  a " v a lu i n g  a p p re h e n s i o n "  o f  
31the  known. F a i t h  knowing i s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  " o r i e n t a t i o n  and 

a r o u s a l ,  p e r s p e c t i v e  a n d  m o t i v a t i o n ,  i n d i c a t i v e  a n d  

i m p e r a t i v e .

L a t e r  on Fowler  has a t t e m p t e d  to  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  problem by 

u t i l i z i n g  R o b e r t  K eg an ' s  r e c e n t  r e f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r u c ­
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t u r a l i s t  pa rad igm in which Kegan has a t t e m p t e d  to  t ake  ac c o u n t  o f
33the  dynamics o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  o r  ego deve lopment .  C o n s t r u c t i v e  

knowing,  in i t s  l i m i t e d  P i a g e t - K o h l b e r g i a n  se n s e ,  "occur s  when an 

a c t i v e  kn ow er  i n t e r a c t s  w i t h  an a c t i v e  w o r l d  o f  p e r s o n s  and 

o b j e c t s ,  m e e t i n g  i t s  u n s h a p e d  and u n o r g a n i z e d  s t i m u l i  w i t h  t h e
Q /

o r d e r i n g ,  o r g a n i z i n g  power o f  t he  knower ' s  mind." C o n s t r u c t i v e
3 5knowing i s  "an a c t i n g  upon or  composing o f  t he  known.

K e g an ' s  t h e s i s  a t t e m p t s  t o  e x t e n d  w h a t  i s  u n d e r s t o o d  t o  be 

c o n s t r u c t e d  in  t h e  a c t  o f  k n o w i n g  t o  t h e  k n o w e r  h i m s e l f  o r  h e r ­

s e l f .  Not on ly  does one c o n s t r u c t  the  wor ld ,  one comes to  u n d e r ­

s t a n d  o n e s e l f  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h a t  w o r l d .  Kegan r e f e r s  t o  t h i s  

k in d  o f  knowing as c o n s t i t u t i v e  knowing.  He a rg u e s  t h a t  the  ego 

i s  t o  be u n d e r s t o o d  a s  " t h e  t o t a l  c o n s t i t u t i v e  a c t i v i t y  o f  

knowing (w i t h  i t s  e v o lv i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  p a t t e r n s ) ,  by which the  

s e l f  c o n s t i t u t e s  and t h e r e f o r e  knows o t h e r  p e r s o n s  and the  s e l f

as  r e l a t e d  to  o t h e r s .  Ego, he i n s i s t s ,  i s  t he  c o n s t r u a l  o f  s e l f
36and o t h e r s  in  r e l a t i o n s h i p . " -̂  Armed w i t h  the  added a p p r e c i a t i o n  

o f  knowing as c o n s t i t u i t i v e ,  Fowle r  r e f o r m u l a t e s  h i s  r e sp ons e  to  

the  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  b i f u r c a t i o n  o f  c o g n i t i o n  and a f f e c t i o n .

The p r o b l e m  i s  n o t  how t o  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  i n t e g r a t e  t h o u g h t  

and f e e l i n g :

R a t h e r  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  i s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  m e a n i n g -  
making,  [a l a t e r  F o w le r i a n  c a t e g o r y  which encompasses  
h i s  e a r l i e r  n o t i o n  o f  r e a l i t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n ]  a s  a c o n ­
s t r u c t i v e  movement,  i s  p r i o r  to  and g e n e r a t i v e  o f  bo th  
r e a s o n  and  e m o t i o n .  We m u s t ,  Kegan a s s e r t s ,  s e e  
me a n in g  m ak i n g  a s  t h e  s e l f ' s  t o t a l  c o n s t i t u t i v e  
knowing a c t i v i t y  in  which  t h e r e  is_Jio tho ug h t  w i t h o u t  
f e e l i n g  or  f e e l i n g  w i t h o u t  t ho ugh t .  '

By i n c l u d i n g  s e l f , e g o ,  o r  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  t h e  k n o w i n g  

p r o c e s s ,  F o w l e r  t r i e s  t o  t a k e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  k i n d  o f  kn o w in g  i n
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which the  i d e n t i t y  o r  w or th  o f  a pe r so n  i s  a t  s t a k e .  I f  i d e n ­

t i t y  and w o r t h  a re  a t  s t a k e  in  the  knowing p r o c e s s ,  i t  i s  u n d e r ­

s t a n d a b l e  why t h i s  p r o c e s s  u n d e r g i r d s  b o th  tho u g h t  and f e e l i n g .  

Both c o g n i t i o n  and a f f e c t i o n  a re  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  employed in  the  

d r i v e  f o r  human m e a n i n g ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  t h e  d r i v e  f o r  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  ego i t s e l f .  I t  i s  b o t h  a p a s s i o n a t e  and 

r e a s o n a b l e  p u r s u i t .

F o w l e r  makes  t h r e e  o t h e r  p o i n t s  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n .  In  f a i t h  

one i s  a t t r a c t e d  t o  c e n t e r s  o f  s u p r a - o r d i n a t e  po w er  and v a l u e .  

T hes e  c e n t e r s  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  by means o f  a t t a c h m e n t  o r  c o n v i c -

t i o n a l  i n v e s t m e n t .  They a t t r a c t  on the  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  "p romise  to
3 9s u s t a i n  o u r  l i v e s  and t o  g u a r a n t e e  more b e i n g . "  One c o n ­

s t r u c t s  i n  o n e ' s  f a i t h  v i s i o n ,  t h e n ,  a c o r e  o r  u n i f y i n g  p o i n t  o f  

r e f e r e n c e  t h a t  g i v e s  c o h e r e n c e  t o  a  p e r s o n ' s  o r  c o m m u n i t y ' s  

c o m p o s i t io n  o f  r e a l i t y . ^ 0

Fu r t h e rm o r e ,  s i n c e  an u l t i m a t e  en v i ro nm en t  i s  a comprehen­

s i v e  p i c t u r e  o f  l i f e ,  f a i t h  kn o w in g  r e a s o n s  in  w h o l e s . A n  

u l t i m a t e  env i ronmen t  i t s e l f  i s  a comprehens ive  p i c t u r e  o f  l i f e ,  

"a  f e l t  s e n s e  o f  t h e  w o r l d . W h e n  c o n s t r u c t i n g  an u l t i m a t e  

e n v i r o n m e n t  one comp os es  "a  s p r e a d  o f  m e a n i n g ,  a can op y  o f  s i g ­

n i f i c a n c e . . .  t o  ba ck  d r o p  and f u n d  more  i m m e d i a t e  e v e r y d a y  

a c t i o n . F o w l e r  a l s o  i d e n t i f i e s  one ' s  u l t i m a t e  env i ronmen t  as 

an "env i ronmen t  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t s . " ^  The i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  one ' s

v i s i o n  o f  an u l t i m a t e  env i ro nme n t  encompasses  a l l  o t h e r  knowing 
45e nv i ro nm en t s .

A t h i r d  i d e n t i f y i n g  mark o f  f a i t h  k n o w in g  i s  o n e ' s  n e e d  to  

u s e  s y m b o l s .  An u l t i m a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  " a s  a c o h e r e n t  k n o w a b l e  

r e a l i t y . . . i s  n o t  s i m p l y  ' t h e r e '  i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s e n s e  a s  i s  a
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p e r s o n  o r  an  o b j e c t  w a i t i n g  t o  be r e l a t e d  t o  e x p e r i e n t i a l l y  and 

known th r oug h  our  p e r c e p t i v e  c a p a c i t i e s . "  One i s  i nvo lved  in  

u l t i m a t e  k n o w i n g  w i t h  r e a l i t i e s  t h a t  can  o n l y  be r e p r e s e n t e d  

s y m b o l i c a l l y .  The u s e  o f  s y m b o l s ,  t h e n ,  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  

f a i t h  knowing.

F o u r t h l y ,  a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  f a i t h  a s  u l t i m a t e  r e l a t i n g ,  

t h e r e  i s  a double  a c t i o n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween f a i t h  knowing and 

o t h e r  l e v e l s  o f  k n o w i n g .  T h i s  i s  m o s t  a p p a r e n t  i n  F o w l e r ' s  

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  l o g i c  o f  r a t i o n a l  

c e r t a i n t y  and the  l o g i c  o f  c o n v i c t i o n . ^

The l o g i c  o f  r a t i o n a l  c e r t a i n t y  i s  t h e  k i n d  o f  s t r u c t u r i n g  

a c t i v i t y  P i a g e t  d e s c r i b e s  in  h i s  w o r k . ^  T h i s  k i n d  o f  l o g i c  

s t r i v e s  f o r  o b j e c t i v i t y  and r a t i o n a l  c e r t a i n t y .  The l o g i c  o f  

c o n v i c t i o n  i s  a c o n s t i t u t i v e  knowing which emphas izes  s u b j e c t ­

i v i t y ,  f r e e d o m ,  r i s k ,  and p a s s i o n a t e  c h o i c e .  T h i s  k i n d  o f  

s t r u c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t y  i s  i n v o l v e d  in  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  an 

u l t i m a t e  env i ronmen t .

Fowle r  p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t  one does n o t  choose be tween th e s e  two 

l o g i c s  as  though ch o ic e  were p o s s i b l e . ^  Both a re  fundamen t­

a l l y  human. The lo.gic o f  c o n v i c t i o n ,  b e i ng  more i n c l u s i v e ,  "does 

c o n t e x t u a l i z e ,  q u a l i f y  and a n c h o r "  t h e  f o r m e r . ^  As an a n c h o r ,  

t h o u g h ,  t h e  l o g i c  o f  c o n v i c t i o n  "d oe s  n o t  n e g a t e  t h e  l o g i c  o f  

r a t i o n a l  c e r t a i n t y . F o r  th e  l o g i c  o f  r a t i o n a l  c e r t a i n t y  p l a y s  

" t h e  c r u c i a l  r o l e  o f  c o n c e p t u a l i z i n g ,  q u e s t i o n i n g ,  and e v a l ­

u a t i n g "  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  l o g i c  o f  c o n v i c t i o n . F o w l e r  c o n ­

c l u d e s  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  the  l o g i c  o f  r a t i o n a l  c e r t a i n t y  s t a n d s  in 

a d i a l e c t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  " t h e  l a r g e r  more c o m p r e h e n s i v e
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l o g i c  o f  c o n v i c t i o n a l  o r i e n t a i o n . "

F a i t h  S tage s

The f i n a l  s t e p  in  p r e s e n t i n g  F o w le r ' s  f o r m u l a t i o n s  on f a i t h  

a s  kn o w in g  i s  a p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  h i s  f a i t h  s t a g e s .  As F o w l e r  

c l e a r l y  s t a t e s ,  h i s  s t a g e  t h e o r y  i s  a t h e o r y  o f  t h e  s t a g e s  o f  

f a i t h  knowing,  r a t h e r  t han  f a i t h  as a w h o l e . ^  I t  i s  a misnomer 

t o  r e f e r  t o  F o w l e r ' s  s t a g e  t h e o r y  a s  a t h e o r y  s i m p l y  o f  f a i t h .  

J u s t  a s  c o v e n a n t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  f a i t h  a s  r e l a t i o n ,  

t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  w h i c h  g i v e  b i r t h  t o  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  

f a i t h  knowing c o n s t i t u t e  i t s  s t r u c t u r e  and F o w l e r ' s  s t a g e  the o r y .

R e a l i z i n g  t h i s  p o i n t  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  i n  u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g  F o w l e r ' s  o v e r a l l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  Fo r  t h o s e  who c h a r g e  

F o w l e r  w i t h  r e d u c i n g  f a i t h  t o  c o g n i t i o n  n e e d  t o  t a k e  

c o g n i z a n c e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  F o w l e r  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s l y  l i m i t s  h i s  

s t a g e  t h e o r y  t o  t h e  k n o w i n g  d i m e n s i o n .  But  he d o e s  n o t  l i m i t  h i s  

v i e w  o f  f a i t h  t o  t h e  k n o w in g  d i m e n s i o n .  To u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  he 

does  so on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a r e v i e w  o f  h i s  s t a g e s  i s  t o  c a t e g o r i z e  

F ow le r ' s  i n t e n t i o n s  u n f a i r l y .  Tha t  i s  n o t  t o  say t h a t  I ag ree  or  

s up po r t  Fowle r  in  h i s  use  o f  t he  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  s c ho o l  model f o r  

o u t l i n i n g  f a i t h  s t a g e s .  R a t h e r ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  I w a n t  t o  a f f i r m  

t h a t  Fowler  i s  n o t  a s im pl e  r e d u c t i o n i s t .  (I  w i l l  have more on 

my c r i t i q u e  o f  F o w le r ' s  s t a g e s  l a t e r . )

F o w l e r  r e f e r s  t o  h i s  s t a g e s  a s  s t r u c t u r a l  w h o l e s ,  a t e r m  

b o r r o w e d  f r om K o h l b e r g  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  b o t h  

c o g n i t i o n  and a f f e c t i o n . ^  F o w l e r ' s  s t a g e s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  

d i s c e r n i b l e  p a t t e r n s  o f  t h o u g h t  and e m o t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e
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c o n s t r u a l  o f  an u l t i m a t e  h o r i z o n .  These u n d e r l y i n g  p a t t e r n s  a re  

a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  o p e r a t i o n s ,  s t r u c t u r e s ,  c o m p e t e n c i e s  and 

a s p e c t s .  A f a i t h  s t a g e  can  be i m a g i n e d  a s  o r g a n i s m i c ,  o r  "a 

f l e x i b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  i n t e r r e l a t e d  p a t t e r n s  o f  o p e r a t i o n . "

I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  F o w l e r  does  n o t  i n s i s t  t h a t  h i s  l i s t  o f  

o p e r a t i o n s  i s  an e x h a u s t i v e  one .  F o r  " i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a 

w o r l d v i e w ,  and in  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  c o h e r e n c e  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  a 

p e r s o n ' s  m os t  c e n t e r i n g  l o y a l t i e s  and  h o p e s ,  t h i s  f u l l  s e t  o f  

c o m p e t e n c i e s  and more a r e  e m p l o y e d . T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  

l i s t  o f  compe ten c ie s  Fowle r  does in c l u d e .

Aspec t  A; Form o f  l o g i c

Th is  s t r u c t u r a l  competency b a s i c a l l y  i s  an i n c o r p o r a t i o n  and 

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  P i a g e t ' s  c o g n i t i o n  s t a g e  t h e o r y .  I t  f o c u s e s  on 

" the  p a t t e r n s  o f  r e a s o n i n g  a v a i l a b l e  to  the  de v e lo p i n g  pe r so n  a t
C O

each s t a g e . " JO L o g i c a l  co mp e t en c ie s  a re  " n e c e s s a r y  a l t h o u g h  n o t

s u f f i c i e n t "  f o r  the  deve lopment  o f  the  r e s t  o f  the  co r r e s p o n d in g
5 Qc o m p e t e n c i e s .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  l o g i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s

f o u n d a t i o n a l  t o  t h e  o t h e r  c o m p e t e n c i e s  t h a t  make up a f a i t h  

k n o w in g  s t a g e .  The i n c l u s i o n  o f  t h i s  c o m p e t e n c y  w i l l  p r e v e n t  

f a i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t  f r om  b e i n g  v i e w e d  a s  i l l o g i c a l  o r  a r a t i o n a l .  

F o w l e r  a l s o  a d d s  t h a t  he h a s  t a k e n  t h e  l i b e r t y  in  h i s  s t a g e  

t h e o r y  to  add " f u r t h e r  a d u l t  s u b s t a g e s  in  f o r m a l  o p e r a t i o n a l  

t h ou gh t  s u g g e s t i n g  ongoing c o g n i t i v e  development ."^®

Aspec t  B; Role t a k i n g

Thi s  competency i s  based  on the  work of  Rober t  Selman.  I t s  

f o c u s  i s  on t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  a p e r s o n  t o  t a k e  ( u n d e r s t a n d  and 

c o n s t r u c t )  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  o t h e r s .  T h i s  o c c u r s  on b o t h  

i n d i v i d u a l  and  communal  g r o u p  l e v e l s  and r e q u i r e s  t h e  g r o w i n g
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a b i l i t y  o f  one to  d i s t a n c e  o n e s e l f  f rom the  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  one ' s  

own g r o u p . F o w l e r  a g a i n  ha s  f o u n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e x t e n d  

S e l m a n ' s  work  when d e a l i n g  w i t h  p e o p l e ' s  a b i l i t i e s  t o  t a k e  t h e  

p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  groups ,  c l a s s e s  and i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  o t h e r  

t han  t h e i r  own.

Aspec t  C; Form o f  mora l  judgment

T h i s  c o m p e t e n c y  i s  b a s i c a l l y  " t h e  i n c l u s i o n . w i t h  s l i g h t
fi 9m o d i f i c a t i o n s  o f  K o h l b e r g ' s  s t a g e s  o f  m o r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t . "  

Aspec t  D; Bounds o f  s o c i a l  aw are ne ss

Thi s  competency i s  based  on a c o m b in a t i on  o f  r e f e r e n c e  group
fi 3t h e o r y  and t h e o l o g i c a l  and e t h i c a l  i n s i g h t .  I t  " f o c u s e s  on the  

e x t e n t  o f  i n c l u s i v e n e s s  and a c c u ra c y  o f  c o n s t r u a l  o f  t he  r e f e r ­

en ce  g r o u p s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  w h i c h  p e r s o n s  g r o u n d  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  

and d e f i n e  t h e i r  moral  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . " ^  Al though,  Fowler  adds ,  

t h i s  competency i s  s i m i l a r  to  r o l e  t a k i n g ,  i t  d i f f e r s  " i n  t h a t  i t  

a t t e m p t s  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  t y p i c a l  r a n g e  o f  p e r s o n s  and g r o u p s  

'who coun t '  i n  one ' s  c o m p o s i t i o n  and ma in ten an ce  o f  i d e n t i t y  and 

of  a mean i ngfu l  wor ld  a t  each  s t a g e . ( 8 0 a  77)

Aspec t  E; Locus o f  a u t h o r i t y

Thi s  competency i s  concerned w i t h  whomever one i n v e s t s  w i t h  

meaning s a n c t i o n i n g  a u t h o r i t y .  "To whom or  to  what  does one look 

f o r  v a l i d a t i o n  o r  l e g i t i m a t i o n  o f  h e r  o r  h i s  own most  s i g n i f i c a n t  

f e l t  m e a n i n g s ?  How i s  t h a t  l o c u s  c o n s t i t u t e d ?  How i s  i t  

j u s t i f  i e d ? " ^

Aspec t  F; Form o f  wor ld  cohe rence

T h i s  c o m p e t e n c y  " r e p r e s e n t s  a f o c u s  on e a c h  s t a g e ' s  

p a r t i c u l a r  way o f  composing and h o l d i n g  a comprehens ive  sense  o f
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m e a n i n g . A s  a l l u d e d  to  e a r l i e r ,  Fowle r  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  in  f a i t h  

one r e a s o n s  in  " w h o l e s . I n  t u r n ,  e a c h  s t a g e  r e p r e s e n t s  a 

t y p i c a l  g e n r e  em p l o y e d  by a p e r s o n  " t o  c o n c e i v e  o r  r e p r e s e n t  

p a t t e r n s  o f  cohe rence  in  t h e i r  u l t i m a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t . " ^

Aspect  G; Symbolic f u n c t i o n i n g

T h i s  c o m p e t e n c y  f o c u s e s  on t h e  " d e v e l o p m e n t a l  s e q u e n c y  o f  

l e v e l s  o f  s y m b o l i c  c o m p e t e n c e . " ^  F a i t h ,  a s  t h e  " c o n s t r u a l  o f  

o n e ' s  u l t i m a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t , "  r e q u i r e s  t h e  u s e  o f  s y m b o l s  - 

" w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  i m a g i n a l ,  l i n g u i s t i c  o r  r i t u a l i s t i c  - i s  

t h e r e f o r e  o f  core  impor t ance

Each o f  F o w l e r ' s  co mp e t en c ie s  r e p r e s e n t s  a d i f f e r e n t  focus  on 

the  s t r u c t u r e s  u n d e r l y i n g  u l t i m a t e  ( r e a l i t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n )  meaning 

m ak i ng .  In  t h i s  s e n s e  t h e y  a r e  a l l  c o g n i t i v e  i n  f o c u s .  I t  i s  

a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  r e s p e c t  t o  the  c o m p e te n c ie s ,  r o l e  

t a k i n g ,  bou nds  o f  s o c i a l  a w a r e n e s s ,  and l o c u s  o f  a u t h o r i t y ,  we 

can  s e e  t h a t  i n  h i s  own u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  F o w l e r  i s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  

more than  pure  c o g n i t i o n .  For  each  o f  t h e s e  co m pe te nc ie s  touches  

upon th e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  o f  meaning making.

I t  i s  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e s e  c o m p e t e n c i e s  a s  w e l l  t h a t  we can  

obse r ve  F o w le r ' s  p e r c e i v e d  c o n n e c t i o n  be tween  the  f a i t h  knowing 

compe ten c ie s  and human i n d i v i d u a t i o n  o r  s e l f  f o r m a t i o n .  For when 

F o w l e r  e x t r a p o l a t e s  on f a i t h  (knowing)  g r o w t h ,  a l l  t h r e e  o f  

t h e s e  com pe t enc ie s  w i t n e s s  to  the  c a p a c i t y  o f  t he  knower to  move 

away from o t h e r  d i r e c t e d  and dependent  meaning making,  t oward  the  

p r o j e c t e d  goa l  o f  i n t e r n a l l y  based  f a i t h  knowing.

I n  t h e  a c t u a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  t h o u g h ,  t h e s e  c o n n e c t i o n s  a r e  

t a c i t  a t  b e s t .  In  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  t h e s e  c o m p e t e n c i e s  t r a c e  t h e  

human power  t o  c o g n a t e  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  and a t  g r e a t e r  l e v e l s  o f

47



s o p h i s t i c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  p r e s e r v e s  t h e i r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  a s  f a i t h  

knowing c a p a c i t i e s .

Each o f  F o w le r ' s  s t a g e s  r e p r e s e n t s  a q u a l i t a t i v e l y  d i f f e r e n t  

l e v e l  o f  competency deve lopment .  With m a t u r i t y  " t he  s t r u c t u r e s  

u n d e r l y i n g  f a i t h  become p r o g r e s s i v e l y  more c o m p l e x ,  more i n ­

t e r n a l l y  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d ,  m o r e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  a n d  m o r e  
7 9f l e x i b l e . " '  I n  t u r n ,  movement  f r om  one s t a g e  t o  a n o t h e r

r e p r e s e n t s  f o r  Fowler  a " s t r u c t u r a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n "  w i t h  r e g a r d
7 ^t o  t h e s e  p a t t e r n s .  The s t a g e s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  o r  v a r i o u s  

i d e n t i f i a b l e  s t r u c t u r a l  w h o le  l e v e l s  o f  f a i t h  c o m p e t e n c y ,  a r e  

l o c a t e d  in  Appendix A.

S tage  Growth

F o w l e r  a s s e r t s  t h a t  s t a g e  g r o w t h  and d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r  i n  

d i a l e c t i c a l  f a s h i o n .  F o w l e r  r e f e r s  t o  t h i s  d i a l e c t i c  a s  t h e  

s i m u l t a n e o u s  p r o c e s s  o f  c e n t e r i n g  and d e - c e n t e r i n g . ^  The c en ­

t e r i n g  p r o c e s s  i s  t h e  movement  i n  human d e v e l o p m e n t  t o w a r d  an 

i n d i v i d u a t e d  s e l f .  I n d i v i d u a t i o n  comes g r a d u a l l y  as one grows in  

t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n s t r u e  and m a i n t a i n  f o r  o n e s e l f  a v i s i o n  o f  

r e a l i t y  (wor ldv iew) ,  and a c c e p t  autonomous mora l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

i n  t e r m s  o f  i t .  T h i s  o c c u r s  a s  one d e v e l o p s  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  o f  

c o m p e t e n c y .  The c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  i s  a s e l f  c a p a b l e  o f  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  bo u n d a r i e s  v i a  " s e l f - c h o s e n ,  s e l f - a w a r e  i n v e s t m e n t s  

o f  t r u s t  and l o y a l t y .

D e - c e n t e r i n g  s t a n d s  f o r  o n e ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  g r a d u a l l y  

p a r t i c i p a t e  in  b ro a d e r ,  more i n c l u s i v e  communi t i e s  o f  f a i t h .  In 

t h i s  movement the  i n d i v i d u a t i n g  s e l f ,  b r e a k i n g  f r e e  from an o t h e r
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d e t e r m i n e d  i d e n t i t y ,  can  c h o o s e  t o  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  and t a k e
7 fis e r i o u s l y  o t h e r  p e r s o n s ,  g r o u p s ,  e x p e r i e n c e s  and w o r l d v i e w s .

Growth i s  marked by the  " e f f o r t  t o  f i n d  and m a i n t a i n  a m u t u a l i t y
7 7or  c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y  w i t h  a widened cosmos o f  be ing  and va lu e . "

As i n d i v i d u a t i o n  o c c u r s ,  so do es  t h e  b r e a d t h  o f  o n e ' s  i n v o l v e ­

ment .

At  s t a g e  s i x  t h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  c e n t e r i n g  and d e - c e n t e r i n g  i s  

comple t e .  One's i nvo lv eme n t  w i t h  the  t r a n s c e n d e n t  i s  immedia t e ,  

r e l a t i v i z i n g  a l l  p a r o c h i a l  f a i t h  r e l a t i o n s .  R a d i c a l  monotheism 

r e s u l t s .

F o w l e r  a d d s  t h r e e  more p o i n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  g r o w t h .  F i r s t ,  

t h e s e  s t a g e s  a re  to  be viewed as i n v a r i a n t  in  sequence .  No s t a g e  

can  be s k i p p e d .  Each  m us t  be a p p r o p r i a t e d  and s e r v e  a s  t h e  

f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t he  n e x t  s t a g e .  Each l a t e r  s t a g e  i n c l u d e s ,  t r a n s ­

f o r m s ,  and i n t e g r a t e s  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  c o m p e t e n c i e s  o f  p r e v i o u s
7 Q

s t a g e s  in  t e r m s  o f  i t s  own advanced c a p a c i t i e s .

Secondly ,  f a i t h  g rowth  i s  n o t  a u t o m a t i c .  In f a c t ,  a c c o r d i n g  

to  Fowler ,  ve ry  few i f  any peop le  in  American c u l t u r e  r e a c h  s t a g e  

f i v e .  The m o s t  o f t e n  r e a c h e d  l e v e l  i s  s t a g e  t h r e e  o r  f o u r .  

Growth then  i s  n o t  r i g i d l y  t i e d  to  o t h e r  g rowth  p r o c e s s e s  such as 

b i o l o g i c a l  m a t u r a t i o n  o r  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  a g e .  In  t h i s  s e n s e  and 

e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  l a t e r  s t a g e s ,  f o u r ,  f i v e  and s i x ,  

i t  can be s a i d  t h a t  f a i t h  g rowth  i s  in  some r e s p e c t  a c h i e v e d . ^

In  t h e  t h i r d  p l a c e ,  f a i t h  g r o w t h  i s  c o n t i n g e n t .  T h a t  i s ,  

o n e ' s  c a p a c i t y  f o r  f a i t h  g r o w t h  i s  d e p e n d e n t  upon " b i o l o g i c a l  

and n e u r o l o g i c a l  g i v e n s ,  t h e  c o n t e n t s  and ' t h e  moda l  d e v e l o p ­

m e n t a l  l e v e l '  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  m i l i e u  and s o c i a l  r o l e  o p p o r -
8 0t u n i t i e s  o f  a g i v e n  p e r s o n . "  One ' s  g r o w t h  t h e n  i s  d e p e n d e n t
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upon o n e ' s  p e n u l t i m a t e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  l i f e  a t  l a r g e .  S t a g e  

g rowth i s  e i t h e r  g r e a t l y  enhanced o r  s t i f l e d  by t h e s e  c o n t i n g e n ­

c i e s  .

N o r m a t iv i ty

In  c o n c l u s i o n ,  I w a n t  t o  a s k  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  F o w l e r  v i e w s  

l a t e r  s t a g e s  as  b e t t e r  o r  more n o r m a t i v e .  Fowle r  s t r u g g l e s  w i t h  

t h i s  q u e s t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  wo rk .  F o r e m o s t  i s  h i s  c o n c e r n  t o  

a s s e r t  t h a t  h i s  s t a g e  th e o r y  should  n o t  be viewed as an a c h i e v e ­

ment  s c a l e ,  " a c c o r d i n g  t o  w h i c h  we can  b u i l d  an a c c e l e r a t o r -
Q 1

e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m . " 0 Each s t a g e ,  F o w l e r  a r g u e s ,  " d e s c r i b e s  a 

p a t t e r n  o f  v a l u i n g ,  t h i n k i n g ,  f e e l i n g ,  and c o m m i t t i n g  t h a t  i s  

p o t e n t i a l l y  wor thy ,  s e ren e  and ' g r a c e - f u l ' . " ® ^

Even s o ,  F o w l e r  a l s o  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  u n i q u e  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  p r o v i d e d  by  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  s c h o o l  i s  i t s  

c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  l a t e r  s t a g e s  a re  "more comprehens ive  and adequa te  

than  the  l e s s e r  developed  ones;  [moreover ]  . . . t h e  more deve loped  

s t a g e s  make p o s s i b l e  a knowing t h a t  in  some se n s e s  i s  'more t r u e '  

t h a n  t h a t  o f  l e s s  d e v e l o p e d  s t a g e s . " ® ^  And a l t h o u g h  F o w l e r  

b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t o  s a y  t h e  same w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  f a i t h  s t a g e s  

r e q u i r e s  more c a u t i o n  and q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t h a n  in  t h e  c a s e  o f  

c o g n i t i v e  and m o r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  he " . . . c a n n o t  ( and  w i l l  n o t )  

avo id  making and t r y i n g  to  c o r r o b o r a t e  t h a t  c l a i m.

The key to  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  how Fowle r  h o l ds  t h e s e  two conce rns  

t o g e t h e r  r e s t s  i n  h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  and 

t i m i n g .  W i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t i m i n g ,  F o w l e r  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  " e a c h  

s t a g e  h a s  i t s  p r o p e r  t i m e  o f  a s c e n d a n c y . " ^  In  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  i f
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one i s  i n  a g i v e n  s t a g e  a t  t h e  ' r i g h t  t i m e '  f o r  o n e ' s  l i f e ,  " t h e  

t a s k  i s  the  f u l l  r e a l i z a t i o n  and i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r e n g t h s  and 

w e a k n e s s e s  o f  t h a t  s t a g e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  r u s h i n g  on t o  t h e  n e x t  

s t a g e . " 86

By " a p p r o p r i a t e , "  Fowle r  means to  t ake  s e r i o u s l y  h i s  a p p r e ­

c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t i n g e n c y  o f  f a i t h  g r o w t h  on t h e  g i v e n s  o f  

one ' s  g e n e r a l  l i f e  ( i . e . ,  b i o l o g i c a l  and n e u r o l o g i c a l  g iv en s ,  the  

c o n t e n t  and t h e  "moda l  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  l e v e l "  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  

m i l i e u ,  the  i d i o s y n c r a t i c  l i f e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  c h a l l e n g e s  and s o c i a l
Q *7

r o l e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ) .  In  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  " a p p r o p r i a t e "  can  v a r y  

f r om p e r s o n  t o  p e r s o n ,  c o m m un i ty  t o  co m m u n i t y ,  and c u l t u r e  t o  

c u l t u r e ,  b a s e d  on t h e s e  l i f e  g i v e n s .  I t  w ou l d  be a s  u n f a i r ,  

t h e n ,  t o  j u d g e  a p e r s o n  f r om one c u l t u r a l  m i l i e u  i n  t h e  same 

manner as a n o t h e r  from a d i f f e r e n t  r i c h e r  m i l i e u ,  as  i t  would be 

t o  j u d g e  a c h i l d  by a d u l t  s t a n d a r d s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  w h i l e  l a t e r  

s t a g e s  do c o n s t i t u t e  g r e a t e r  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n ,  f l e x i b i l i t y ,  and 

n o r m a t i v i t y ,  a l l  g rowth  i s  r e l a t i v e  to  the  i d i o s y n c r a s i e s  o f  a 

p e r s o n ' s  o r  c u l t u r e ' s  e x p e r i e n c e .  And t h a t  r e a l i z a t i o n  needs  to  

t e m p e r  any r a s h  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n  o f  F o w l e r ’s t h e o r y  i n t o  a 

h i e r a r c h i c a l  s c a l e .

Summary on F a i t h

T h i s  c o n c l u d e s  my o v e r v i e w  o f  F o w l e r ' s  g e n e r a l  t h e o r y  o f  

f a i t h  and i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t .  F o w l e r  m a i n t a i n s ,  t h e n ,  a m u l t i -  

p e r s p e c t i v a l  view o f  f a i t h .  He does so due to  i t s  co m p l e x i t y  and 

t h e  l i m i t s  o f  human t h e o r i z i n g .  He h a s  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  

p e r s p e c t i v e s  he deems i l l u m i n a t i n g  in  t e rms  o f  a two d im e n s i o n a l  

focus .  F o w le r ' s  s t a g e  th e o r y  r e p r e s e n t s  the  s t r u c t u r e  o f  one o f
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t h os e  two d i m ens io ns .



CHAPTER IV

ANALYSIS AND CRITIQUE

I t  i s  now t ime  to  look a t  how c o h e r e n t l y  F o w l e r ' s  p r o p o s a l s  

h an g  t o g e t h e r .  I  w a n t  t o  wo rk  a t  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i n  two d i s t i n c t  

b u t  i n t e r r e l a t e d  a r e a s .  The f i r s t  a r e a  c o n c e r n s  F o w l e r ' s  c o n ­

c e i v e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  h i s  d i m e n s i o n s .  The s e c o n d  a r e a  

conce rns  F o w l e r ' s  deve loped  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  the  te rm " u l t i m a t e . "

Concern One 
F o w l e r ' s  Conceived R e l a t i o n s h i p  Between 

His Two Dimensions

How i s  i t  t h a t  Fowle r  r e l a t e s  h i s  two d im ens io ns  in h i s  over  

a l l  t h e o r y  o f  f a i t h ?  I n i t i a l l y  he s t a t e s  t h a t  f a i t h  a s  kn ow in g  

and f a i t h  as r e l a t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e  the  i n n e r  and o u t e r  s t r u c t u r e s  

o f  f a i t h  a s  a w h o l e .  The r e l a t i o n a l  d i m e n s i o n  i s  e q u a t e d  w i t h  

t r i p o l a r  c o v e n a n t s  o f  t r u s t .  F a i t h  as  a mode o f  kn ow ing  i s  

compr i sed  o f  a l l  t h os e  o p e r a t i o n s  o r  a s p e c t s  i nv o l ve d  in  u l t i m a t e  

r e a l i t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

F o r  F o w l e r ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  one  d i m e n s i o n  n e c e s s i t a t e s  

a l l u d i n g  to  the  o t h e r  J  When one has seen  the  t r i a d i c  c h a r a c t e r  

o f  f a i t h  r e l a t e d n e s s ,  one can r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h i s  t r i a d  i n c l u d e s  

causes  or  c e n t e r s  o f  v a l u e .  These causes  a r e ,  in  f a c t ,  conc ep t s  

o r  i d e a l s  w h i c h  r e s u l t  f r om t h e  k n o w i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  f a i t h .  On 

the  o t h e r  hand,  r e a l i t y ,  as a p ro d u c t  o f  knowing,  i s  c o v e n a n t a l l y  

m a i n t a i n e d .

T h i s  m u t u a l  r e c i p r o c i t y  o f  k n o w i n g  a n d  r e l a t i o n  i s  

u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  e a c h  d i m e n s i o n  

c o n s t i t u t e s  a d i f f e r e n t  an g l e  o f  approach  or  p e r s p e c t i v e  on the
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same phenomenon .  But  i t  i s  h e r e  t h a t  I have  a p r o b l e m .  My 

q u e s t i o n  i s ,  w h a t  i s  i n  f a c t  t h e  common d e n o m i n a t o r  t h a t  t h e s e  

two d imens ions  s h a r e?  What i s  u n i q u e l y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  f a i t h ?

Up u n t i l  1977 F o w l e r ' s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  e v i d e n c e d  a movement  

t o w a r d  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f o c u s .  T h a t  f o c u s  had  t o  do w i t h  t h e  

n o t i o n  o f  u l t i m a c y .  P r i o r  t o  1977,  F o w l e r  c o u l d  a f f i r m  t h a t ,  

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  a n g l e  o f  v i s i o n  f r o m  w h i c h  one a p p r o a c h e d  

f a i t h ,  one was in  f a c t  o b s e r v i n g  human e x p e r i e n c e  on an u l t i m a t e  

l e v e l .  But  i n  1977 ( a s  n o t e d  e a r l i e r ) ,  F o w l e r  b r o a d e n e d  h i s  

p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  f a i t h ' s  r e l a t i o n a l  d im ens ion  to  i n c l u d e  a l l  human 

r e l a t i o n s ,  no l o n g e r  r e s t r i c t i n g  i t s  focus  to  u l t i m a t e  r e l a t i n g .  

Meanwhile,  w i t h  r e g a r d  to  the  knowing d imens ion ,  Fowler  has  been 

c o n s i s t e n t  t h r o u g h o u t .  In  a l l  c a s e s  F o w l e r  h a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

be tween f a i t h  knowing and o t h e r  l e v e l s  o f  knowing by q u a l i f y i n g  

f a i t h  knowing w i t h  i t s  o b j e c t ,  u l t i m a t e  r e a l t y .

S i n c e  1977 t h e n ,  f a i t h  r e l a t i n g ,  w h i l e  i n c l u d i n g  u l t i m a t e  

r e l a t i n g ,  i s  n o t  q u a l i f i e d  by u l t i m a c y  as  i s  f a i t h  k n o w in g .  

Consequen t ly ,  F o w le r ' s  b roadened p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t he  r e l a t i o n a l  

d i m e n s i o n  o f  f a i t h  ha s  r e s u l t e d  in  a m b i g u i t y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a 

s ha red  p o i n t  o f  focus .  There i s  no l o n g e r  a c l e a r - c u t  c h a r a c t e r ­

i s t i c  c on ne c t io n  be tween  th e s e  two d im e n s i on s .

M o r o v e r ,  t h e  t e r m  f a i t h  s e r v e s  a c a t e g o r i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  

p u r p o s e  in  e a c h  o f  t h e  two d i m e n s i o n s .  W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  

k no w in g  d i m e n s i o n ,  f a i t h  s t a n d s  f o r  one u n i q u e l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  

band o f  knowing w i t h i n  the  over  a l l  human c o g n i t i v e  r e p e r t o i r e .  

In t h i s  f a s h i o n ,  f a i t h  i d e n t i f i e s  a s p e c i f i c  k in d  w i t h i n  a g e n e r a l  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .
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With r e s p e c t  to  the  r e l a t i o n a l  d im ens ion ,  the  term " f a i t h "  

s t a n d s  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i t s e l f .  T h a t  i s ,  a f t e r  

1977, the  te rm " f a i t h "  has  been used  by Fowler  c o t e r m i n o u s l y  w i t h  

t h e  t e r m  " r e l a t i o n . "  The t e r m  " r e l a t i o n , "  o v e r  a g a i n s t  

"knowing,"  s t a n d s  f o r  a n o t h e r  d i m e n s i o n a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  Here 

f a i t h  no l o n g e r  s e r v e s  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  s o m e t h i n g  

unique (a k ind  w i t h i n  a d i m e n s i o n a l  c l a s s  u n i q u e l y  connec ted  to  

f a i t h  i n  t h e  k n o w i n g  d i m e n s i o n ) .  I t  h a s  become t h e  g e n e r a l  o r  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  t erm w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  f a i t h  as a mode o f  r e l a t i o n .

The l a c k  o f  c o n s i s t e n t  and connec ted  focus  can be uncovered 

i n  y e t  a n o t h e r  f a s h i o n .  F o w l e r  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n s  

focus  on two majo r  d im ens io ns  of  f a i t h .  I m p l i c i t  in  t h i s  a s s e r ­

t i o n  i s  F o w l e r ' s  o p e n n e s s  to  t h e r e  b e i n g  o t h e r  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  

f a i t h  t h a t  he h a s  n o t  y e t  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  h i s  own a p p r o a c h .  My 

q u e s t i o n  i s ,  w h a t  q u a l i f y i n g  mark o r  p o i n t  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  

t h e r e  in  F o w le r ' s  sys t em t h a t  would f u n c t i o n  as t he  plumb l i n e  to  

d i s c e r n  what  o t h e r  d imens ion s  of  f a i t h  t h e r e  might  be? In o t h e r  

w o r d s ,  w ha t  p o i n t  o f  f o c u s  o r  l i m i t i n g  c o n c e p t  c o u l d  F o w l e r  

p ro v i de  on the  b a s i s  o f  h i s  p r e s e n t  f o r m u l a t i o n s ,  t h a t  would h e lp  

d e t e r m i n e  what  e l s e  should  be in c l u d e d  in  a j u s t  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  

o f  f a i t h ?

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  when c h a r g e d  w i t h  

the  f a i l u r e  to  produce  a focus ed  f a i t h  parad igm,  Fowler  has t ak en  

r e c o u r s e  by r e - a f f i r m i n g  the  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  f a i t h  as a phenomenon. 

C a l l i n g  f o r  a fo cus ,  though,  does n o t  run a t  c r o s s  pu rposes  w i t h  

F o w le r ' s  r e s p e c t  f o r  c o m pl e x i ty .  Complex i ty  i s  n o t  an excuse  f o r  

a l a c k  o f  f o c u s .  No m a t t e r  how c o m p l e x  o r  m u l t i d i m e n s i o n a l  a 

g i v e n  phenomenon i s ,  one h a s  t o  g i v e  a f o c u s e d  a c c o u n t  o f  t h a t
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phenomenon in  o r d e r  f o r  i t  t o  be i d e n t i f i e d  a t  a l l .  And t h a t  i s  

what  we a re  a s k i n g  o f  Fowle r  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  What i s  i t  t h a t  you 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n t e n d  to  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  the  te rm " f a i t h " ?

To p a r a p h r a s e  H a r r y  F e r n h o u t ,  g i v e n  t h a t  f a i t h  i s  l i k e  a 

cube w i t h  many s i d e s ,  and i n c a p a b l e  o f  b e in g  consumed by a s i n g l e  

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  one n e e d s  t o  know why one i s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a f a i t h  

cube.  In  o t h e r  words ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y ,  one needs  to  

know why one i s  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  f a i t h . ^

T h i s  l a c k  o f  s p e c i f i c i t y  and c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  F o w l e r ' s  

two d i m e n s i o n s  i s  f u r t h e r  e v i d e n t  i n  F o w l e r ' s  s t a g e  t h e o r y .  

Fo w le r ' s  view o f  a f a i t h  s t a g e  i s  r e s t r i c t i v e  o r  l i m i t i n g .  Th is  

r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s  r e s u l t s  f ro m t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  " s t r u c t u r ­

a l i s t "  s t a g e s  and t h e r e f o r e  a r e  l i m i t e d  i n  f o c u s  t o  c o g n i t i v e  

c a p a c i t i e s .  In  t u r n ,  F o w l e r  i d e n t i f i e s  h i s  s t a g e  t h e o r y  a s  an 

" e p i s t e m o lo g y  o f  f a i t h .

What i s  o b v i o u s l y  and s e r i o u s l y  l a c k i n g  i n  F o w l e r ' s  s t a g e  

com pe tenc ie s  i s  any c o n n e c t i o n  to  h i s  f o r m u l a t i o n s  o f  the  r e l a ­

t i o n a l  d i m e n s i o n  o f  f a i t h .  Where i s  i t  t h a t  F o w l e r ' s  s t a g e  

com pe tenc ie s  r e f l e c t  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  f a i t h  as t r u s t ,  r e l i a n c e ,  

o r  c o m m i t m e n t ?  Ho,w i s  i t  t h a t  F o w l e r  can  on t h e  one hand  s a y  t h a t  

f a i t h  a lways  b e g in s  in r e l a t i o n s h i p  and on the  o t h e r  hand p ro v i d e  

a l i s t  o f  f a i t h  c o m p e t e n c i e s  i n  d e v e l o p m e n t  w h i c h  f a i l  t o  r e g ­

i s t e r  any c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  f a i t h ' s  r e l a t i o n a l  d imens ion?

I t  mus t  be r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  F o w l e r  has  made a c o n t i n u i n g  

e f f o r t  t o  b r o a d e n  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  s c h o o l ,  so a s  t o  make i t  more 

amiab le  to the  p e c u l i a r  d i c t a t e s  o f  f a i t h .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  Fowler  

a s s e r t s  t h a t  E r i k s o n ' s  work,  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  p r o v i d e s  h e lp  in  the

56



£
a r e a  o f  f o c u s i n g  on t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  a s p e c t  o f  f a i t h .  E r i k s o n ' s

t h e o r y  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  e r a s  p r o v i d e s  a g u i d e  t o  t h e  e x p e c t e d

e x i s t e n t i a l  i s s u e s  w i t h  which people  in  f a i t h  must  cope.  He a l s o

a r g u e s  t h a t  ev en  t h o u g h  h i s  v i e w  o f  s t a g e s  i s  i n d e b t e d  t o  t h e

s t r u c t u r a l i s t  s ch o o l ,  h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  f a i t h  deve lopment  i s

a l s o  d e e p l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by J u n g ' s  i n d i v i d u a t i o n  t h e o r y  and

B e l l a h ' s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  r e l i g i o u s  e v o l u t i o n . ^

T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  Fowler  t r i e s  to  in c l u d e  t h e s e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  in

h i s  view o f  c o n s t i t u t i v e  knowing (meaning s e l f  f o r m a t i o n  as w e l l

a s  o b j e c t  f o r m a t i o n ) .  C o n s t i t u t i v e  k n o w i n g ,  F o w l e r  b e l i e v e s ,

t a k e s  s e r i o u s l y  b i - h e m i s p h e r i c , b i - m o d a l  f o r m s  o f  t h o u g h t .

Fowle r  f u t h e r  a s s e r t s :

To move in  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  r e q u i r e s  coming to  t e r m s  w i t h  
modes o f  t ho ug h t  t h a t  employ images,  symbols  and syn­
t h e t i c  f u s i o n s  o f  s e n s e  and f e e l i n g .  I t  means  t a k i n g  
a c c o u n t  o f  s o - c a l l e d  ' r e g r e s s i v e '  movemen t s  i n  w h i c h  
th ep sy che  r e t u r n s  to  p r e c o n c e p t u a l  p r e l i n g u i s t i c  modes 
and m e m o r i e s ,  and  to  p r i m i t i v e  s o u r c e s  e n e r g i z i n g  
i m a g e r y . . . °

The problem i s  t h a t  even though Fowler  a t t e m p t s  to  broaden 

t h e  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  n o t i o n  o f  c o g n i t i o n ,  F o w l e r ' s  s t a g e  

compe ten c ie s  a re  s t i l l  l i m i t e d  to  the  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t he  mind. He 

i d e n t i f i e s  w h a t  he i n t e n d s  t o  i n c l u d e  a s  " s u b - f u n c t i o n s "  o f
Q

knowing.  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  in  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  means " t he  r e c o g n i t i o n  

o f  s e l f - o t h e r s - w o r l d  in  l i g h t  o f  knowing the  s e l f  as  c o n s t i t u t e d  

by a c e n t e r  o f  v a l u e  p o w e r f u l  enou gh  t o  r e q u i r e  o r  e n a b l e  r e -  

c e n t e r i n g  one ' s  u l t i m a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t . " 10

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  one p e r i o d  in  l i f e  t h a t  a l l o w s  f o r  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  p o t e n t i a l  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  the  n o t i o n s  o f  u l t i m a t e  t r u s t  

and dependence,  and which Fowler  c o n f e s s e s  "avowedly d e a l s  w i t h  

t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  f a i t h " ,  he h a s  n o t  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  even
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r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a s t a g e . ^  F o w l e r ' s  t e r m  f o r  t h i s  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  

f a i t h  h a s  b e e n  " p r e s t a g e . S t a g e  one ,  he h a s  m a i n t a i n e d ,  

canno t  beg in  u n t i l  a c h i l d  a c q u i r e s  tho u g h t  and l anguage .  For  i t  

i s  o n l y  a t  t h e  c o n v e r g e n c e  o f  t h o u g h t  and l a n g u a g e  t h a t  F o w l e r  

can app ly  h i s  c o g n i t i v e  model .  As a r e s u l t ,  much o f  what  Fowle r  

d i s c u s s e s  a s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  f a i t h  can  o n l y  p l a y  an i m p l i c i t  r o l e  i n  

h i s  s t a g e  parad igm.

In f a c t ,  the  ve ry  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  Fowle r  a s s e r t i n g  a f a i t h  

s t a g e  t h e o r y  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  o n l y  one o f  two d i m e n s i o n s  he deems 

e s s e n t i a l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  f a i t h ,  i s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

u n c o n n e c t e d n e s s  o f  t h e s e  two d i m e n s i o n s .  I f  t h i s  w e re  n o t  so ,  

F o w l e r ' s  s t a g e  c o m p e t e n c i e s  w o u ld  i n  some way r e f l e c t  t h e  

r e l a t i o n a l  d i m e n s i o n .  As i t  now s t a n d s ,  F o w l e r ' s  f a i t h  s t a g e  

c o m p e t e n c i e s  a r e  a l l  c o g n i t i v e .  Due to  t h i s  l a c k  o f  a s h a r e d  

p o i n t  o f  f o c u s ,  F o w l e r ' s  d i m e n s i o n s  come d a n g e r o u s l y  c l o s e  t o  

b e i n g  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d .  T h a t  i s ,  t h e y  t e n d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  two 

u n i n t e g r a t e d  s e t s  o f  phenomena  r a t h e r  t h a n  e a c h  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a 

d i f f e r e n t  angle  o f  approach on the  same phenomenon.

Of f u r t h e r  i m p o r t  i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  F o w l e r ' s  

d i m e n s i o n s  and s t a g e  g r o w t h .  On t h e  one h a n d ,  F o w l e r ' s  f o r m ­

u l a t i o n s  on s t a g e  g r o w t h  do c o r r e s p o n d  t o  F o w l e r ' s  r e l a t i o n a l  

d i m e n s i o n .  F a i t h  a s  r e l a t i o n ,  w i t h  i t s  f o c u s  on c o v e n a n t  

bonding,  c o r r e l a t e s  w i t h  the  c e n t e r i n g  and d e - c e n t e r i n g  p r o c e s s .  

For the  c e n t e r i n g  and d e - c e n t e r i n g  p r o c e s s  d e p i c t s  t he  p o t e n t i a l  

movement o f  pe r s ons  toward  more i n t e r n a l l y  based  and i n c l u s i v e -  

i n - s c o p e ,  r e l a t i o n a l  c o v e n a n t s .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  c u l m i n a t e s  i n  a 

c o v e n a n t a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  a p r i n c i p l e  o f  be in g .
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But,  as  shown, F o w l e r ' s  s t a g e  c o mp e t en c ie s  a r e  m e n t a l  o p e r ­

a t i o n s .  Each d e p i c t s  a d i f f e r e n t  human c o g n i t i v e  c a p a c i t y .  The 

i n f e r e n c e  t o  be d rawn  f ro m t h i s  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  i s  t h a t  o n e ' s  

m a t u r a t i o n  l e v e l  o f  c o v e n a n t  b o n d i n g  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  and i s  

im m e d i a t e l y  equ a te d  w i t h  one ' s  c o g n i t i v e  g rowth .  Human c o v e n a n t ­

ing c a p a c i t i e s ,  then,  a r e  r educed  to  the  deve lopmen t  and g rowth  

o f  men ta l  o p e r a t i o n s .

As I h a v e  a l r e a d y  s t a t e d ,  i t  i s  u n f a i r  t o  c r i t i c i z e  

F o w l e r ' s  work  by r e f e r r i n g  t o  i t  a s  a s i m p l e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  f a i t h  

t o  c o g n i t i o n .  Fowler  o b v i o u s l y  does view f a i t h  in  b r o a d e r  c a t e ­

g o r i e s  t h a n  r a t i o n a l i t y  a l o n e .  But  by v i r t u e  o f  t h e  a p p r o a c h  

Fowler  u ses ,  i t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  h i s  model f a l l s  i n t o  a r a t i o n a l i s t i c  

r e d u c t i o n i s m .  For  Fowler  has  a t t e m p t e d  to  i d e n t i f y  f a i t h  bonding 

g r o w t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  e y e s  o f  c o g n i t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  And a g a i n ,  I 

b e l i e v e ,  t h i s  i s  t he  r e s u l t  o f  a l a c k  o f  focus  which  i s  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  a i d  F o w l e r  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a more  i n t e g r a t e d  t h e o r y .  I 

m a i n t a i n  t h e n  t h a t  F o w l e r ' s  two d i m e n s i o n a l  f o c u s  i s  l a c k i n g  a 

p o i n t  o f  f o c u s .  As i t  s t a n d s ,  F o w l e r ' s  p a r a d i g m  n e e d s  more 

s p e c i f i c  f o c u s  t o  w a r r a n t  i t  b e i n g  c a l l e d  a t h e o r y  o f  a s i n g l e  

phenomenon, f a i t h .

An immedia te  remedy to  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  would be to  encourage  

F o w l e r  t o  r e t u r n  t o  h i s  p r e - 1 9 7 7  f o c u s  on u l t i m a c y  as  h i s  

q u a l i f y i n g  n o t i o n  o f  f a i t h .  By d o i n g  s o ,  t h e  hope  wou ld  be to  

r e g a i n  focus  and b r i n g  back symmetry to  F o w le r ' s  two d i m e n s i o n a l  

f o c u s .

For  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  u l t i m a c y  i s  t h e  c l o s e s t  t h i n g  t o  a q u a l ­

i f y i n g  or  l i m i t i n g  concep t  i n  F o w le r ' s  f o r m u l a t i o n s  as t hey  now 

s t a n d .  I p e r s o n a l l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t o  move i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  i s
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ve ry  p ro m is i n g .  But to  do so,  Fowler  must  a d d r e s s  c e r t a i n  p r o b ­

l e m s  i n h e r e n t  i n  h i s  p r e s e n t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and u s e  o f  t h e  t e r m .  

In t u r n ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  my su g g e s t e d  remedy to  t h i s  second p ro b ­

lem w i l l  l e a d  t o w a r d  a way o f  t h e o r i z i n g  a b o u t  f a i t h  t h a t  w i l l  

b o th  r e s p e c t  i t s  c o m p l e x i t y  and a l l o w  f o r  a more s p e c i f i c  focu s .

Concern Two 
F o w l e r ' s  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  and Use 

o f  t he  Term U l t i m a t e

F o w l e r  d e f i n e s  " u l t i m a t e "  w i t h  t h e  n o t i o n s  " e n c o m p a s s i n g "  

a n d  " i n c l u s i v e , "  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  n o t i o n s  " c e n t e r i n g "  a n d  

" i n t e g r a t i n g . "  W h e t h e r  i t  be in  t e r m s  o f  r e l a t i o n  o r  k n o w i n g ,  

o n e ' s  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  t h e  u l t i m a t e  p e r m e a t e s  a l l  o t h e r  r e l a t i o n s  

and modes o f  k n o w i n g .  My c o n c e r n  r e v o l v e s  a r o u n d  t h e  n o t i o n s  

"e nc ompass ing"  and " i n c l u s i v e .  "

For F owle r ,  the  n o t i o n s  "encompass ing"  and " i n c l u s i v e "  se rv e  

t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  one way u l t i m a t e  e x p e r i e n c e  r e l a t e s  t o  p e n u l ­

t i m a t e  e x p e r i e n c e .  With r e g a r d  to  f a i t h ' s  r e l a t i o n a l  d im e n t i o n  

o n e ' s  u l t i m a t e  c o v e n a n t  i s  " t h e  b r o a d e s t  and mos t  i n c l u s i v e
1 Q

r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  f a i t h . "  As t h e  o u t e r m o s t  b o u n d a r y  o f  a l l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  i t  c o n s t i t u t e s  " th e  l a r g e r  f r amework o f  meaning in  

which [p e r s on s ]  make and s u s t a i n  [ t h e i r ]  i n t e r p e r s o n a l ,  i n s t i t u ­

t i o n a l  and v o c a t i o n a l  c o v e n a n t s . " 1^ Consequen t ly ,  one ' s  u l t i m a t e  

covenant  i n f o rm s  and q u a l i f i e s  a l l  o t h e r  r e l a t i o n s .

W i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  f a i t h  a s  k n o w i n g ,  u l t i m a t e  m e a n i n g  mak in g  

r e q u i r e s  t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  s e l f .  F a i t h  a s  u l t i m a t e  

k n o w in g ,  i n  f a c t ,  i s  t h e  o n l y  l e v e l  o f  k n o w i n g  w h i c h  F o w l e r  

s t a t e s  as  r e q u i r i n g  t h i s  k i nd  o f  t o t a l  i nvo lv em en t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,
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o n e ' s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  an  u l t i m a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  by v i r t u e  o f  i t s  

s t a t u s  as an en v i ro nm en t  o f  en v i r o n m e n t s ,  p r o v i d e s  "a s p r ea d  o f  

meaning c a pa b l e  o f  fund in g  more immedia t e  everyday a c t i o n . " 1^

I t  i s  t h i s  a l l - e n c o m p a s s i n g  c h a r a c t e r  o f  u l t i m a c y ,  I 

b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  l e a d s  some c r i t i c s  t o  c o n s i d e r  F o w le r ' s  work as ego 

o r  p e r s o n a l i t y  deve lopment ,  r a t h e r  t han  f a i t h  development .  Due 

to  F ow le r ' s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  u l t i m a c y ,  f a i t h  becomes the  key or  

h a l l m a r k  o f  humanness.  For  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  the  human c o n d i t i o n  in  

i t s  b r o a d e s t  o r  m o s t  i n c l u s i v e  s e n s e .  What  Marx d i d  w i t h  e c o ­

n o m i c  l i f e  and F r e u d  w i t h  p s y c h o - s e x u a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  F o w l e r  now 

ap pe a r s  t o  do w i t h  f a i t h .  Tha t  i s ,  he r e l a t i v i z e s  the  l e g i t i m a c y  

and va l ue  o f  a l l  o t h e r  modes o f  human e x p e r i e n c e  in  t e rms  o f  the  

one p a r t i c u l a r  mode c a l l e d  f a i t h .

I do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  F o w l e r  i n t e n d s  t o  a b s o l u t i z e  f a i t h .  

When d i s c u s s i n g  knowing,  Fowle r  r e f e r s  t o  f a i t h  as an a s p e c t  o r  

p a r t  o f  one ' s  t o t a l  c o n s t i t u t i v e  a c t i v i t y .  Moreover ,  w i t h  r e g a r d  

t o  b o t h  d i m e n s i o n s  F o w l e r  a r g u e s  f o r  a d i a l e c t i c  i n t e r p l a y  

be tween u l t i m a t e  and p e n u l t i m a t e  e x p e r i e n c e .

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  d o u b l e  a c t i o n  i n s i g h t  o f  F o w l e r ' s  i s  

f u n d a m e n t a l  t o  t h e  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  h i s  t h e o r y  p r o v i d e s .  

Here  f a i t h  i s  human t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  o t h e r  modes o f  e x p e r i e n c e  

impac t  i t s  deve lopmen t  and p o t e n t i a l  f o r  g rowth .  The problem i s  

t h a t  when Fowler  d i s c u s s e s  u l t i m a t e  as i n c l u s i v e ,  f a i t h  t end s  to  

overwhelm p e n u l t i m a t e  e x p e r i e n c e .  F a i t h  comes to  s t a n d  f o r  human 

l i f e  in  t o t a l ,  and aga in  Fowler  has l o s t  h i s  c l a r i t y  o f  focus .

Again to  t ake  F o w le r ' s  s t a g e s  as  an example,  w h i l e  t hey  a re  

r e s t r i c t e d  t o  c o g n i t i o n ,  i t  i s  a l s o  s t r i k i n g  t h a t  t h e y  i n c l u d e  

a l l  t h e  c o m p e t e n c i e s  d e v e l o p e d  by t h e  s t r u c t r u a l i s t  s c h o o l  a s
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w e l l  a s  a f ew o f  F o w l e r ' s  own.  T h i s  l i s t  o f  c o m p e t e n c i e s ,  

u n d e r s t o o d  in  t o t a l  as  f a i t h  c o m p e t e n c i e s ,  r a i s e s  t h i s  q u e s t i o n :  

Does F o w l e r  i n t e n d  t o  u s e  t h e  t e r m  " f a i t h "  t o  i n d e n t i f y  t h e  w h o l e  

o f  human k n o w i n g ?  And i f  so ,  why d o e s n ' t  he  come o u t  and s a y  

t h a t  d i r e c t l y  r a t h e r  t han  by i m p l i c a t i o n ?

D i a g r a m m a t i c a l l y , _Foa. l e r ' s  s t a g e  t h e o r y  can be p r e s e n t e d  as 

f o l l o w s :

Each c i r c l e  in  h i s  d iagram r e p r e s e n t s  a  competency.  The s m a l l e r  

i n t e r i o r  c i r c l e s  r e p r e s e n t  t h o s e  c o m p e t e n c i e s  t h a t  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  

t h o u g h  n o t  s u f f i c e n t  f o r  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  and g r o w t h  o f  t h e  

o u t e r  c i r c l e s  o r  c o m p e t e n c i e s .  I t  i s  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  a l l  t h e  

c i r c l e s  ( c o m p e t e n c i e s )  o r  t h e  d i a g r a m  a s  a w h o le  t h a t  i s  c a l l e d  

f a i t h .

In  a s i m i l a r  manner  one can  d i a g r a m  F o w l e r ' s  r e l a t i o n a l

d imens ion;

In t h i s  d i ag ram the  s m a l l e r  i n t e r i o r  c i r c l e s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e
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myriad  o f  p e n u l t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n s  which  make up mundane or  e v e r y ­

day l i f e .  The o u t e r  c i r c l e ,  encompass ing  a l l  o t h e r  r e l a t i o n s ,  i s  

one ' s  u l t i m a t e  f a i t h  r e l a t i o n .

I n  b o t h  c a s e s  t h e  t e r m  f a i t h  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  w h o l e  o f  human 

f u n c t i o n i n g  r a t h e r  t han  an i n d i v i d u a l  mode o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and in  

my view overshadows or  dom ina te s  a l l  o t h e r s .  F a i t h ,  when u n d e r ­

s tood  as u l t i m a t e  and t h e r e f o r e  i n c l u s i v e ,  no l o n g e r  i d e n t i f i e s  a 

mode o f  human f u n c t i o n i n g  b u t  r a t h e r  t o t a l  human f u n c t i o n i n g .

F o w l e r ,  t h e n ,  n e e d s  t o  l o o k  s e r i o u s l y  a t  h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

and u s e  o f  t h e  t e r m  u l t i m a t e .  H i s  d e s i r e  i s  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  

u n i q u e ,  i r r e d u c i b l e  r o l e  w h i c h  f a i t h ,  a s  a mode o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  

p l a y s  in  t h e  o v e r a l l  human c h a l l e n g e  t o  e n g a g e  l i f e  a s  mean­

i n g f u l .  In e f f e c t ,  Fowle r  needs  to  f i n d  a way to  r e s p e c t  f a i t h ' s  

un iq ue ne s s  w i t h o u t  i n f l a t i n g  i t s  im po r t an ce .

1 f\In Sea rch  o f  a P o i n t  o f  Focus °

As I ment ioned e a r l i e r ,  the  most  p r o m i s i n g  p o i n t  o f  focus  in 

F o w le r ' s  parad igm i s  t he  concep t  o f  u l t i m a c y .  But in  o r d e r  f o r  

t h i s  concep t  t o  se r ve  as a p o i n t  o f  focus ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Fowle r  

needs  to  r ework  h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  u l t i m a c y  in  two ways.  F i r s t  

F o w l e r  n e e d s  t o  work  away f ro m t h e  i n c l u s i v e n e s s  e m p h a s i s .  

Second,  Fowle r  needs  to  i n t r o d u c e  a n o t h e r  co ncep t  to  u n i f y  h i s  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e .

At  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  F o w l e r ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  he u s e s  t h e  t e r m  

f a i t h  as  u l t i m a t e  and t h e r e f o r e  i n c l u s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  to  o r g a n i z e  

h i s  o v e r a l l  p e r s p e c t i v e  on b e i n g  human.  I t  s e r v e s  t h i s  p u r p o s e  

by f u n c t i o n i n g  a s  a  c o l l e c t i v e  t e r m .  As 1 ha ve  shown,  in
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r e l a t i o n  to  b o t h  d i m ens io ns ,  u l t i m a t e  e q u a l s  t o t a l  f u n c t i o n a l i t y ,  

o r  t he  sum o f  a l l  human f u n c t i o n a l  p a r t s .

When f a i t h  s e r v e s  t h i s  pu rpo se ,  i t  can no l o n g e r  i d e n t i f y  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  k i n d  o r  mode o f  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  

human f u n c t i o n s .  But  F o w l e r  a l s o  w a n t s  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  t e r m  in  

t h i s  f a s h i o n .  T h i s  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h o s e  d i s c u s s i o n s  w h i c h  p l a c e  

f a i t h  a s  a mode o f  a c t i v i t y  a l o n g s i d e  o f  and on e q u a l  f o o t i n g  

w i t h  o t h e r  modes o r  l e v e l s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  ( i . e . ,  t h e  l o g i c  o f  

r a t i o n a l  c e r t a i n t y ) .  As a r e s u l t ,  f a i t h  f l u c t u a t e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  

c o l l e c t i v e  u s e  and t h e  more  l i m i t e d  moda l  u s e .  T h i s  r e s u l t s  i n  

t h e  c o n f u s i o n  o v e r  w h e t h e r  f a i t h  i s  a mode o f  e x p r i e n c e  o r  t h e  

sum t o t a l  o f  a l l  e x p e r i e n c e .

I  w a n t  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  i s  t o  

r e s t r i c t  t h e  t e r m  f a i t h  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a mode o r  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  

d i v e r s i t y  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e .  Thi s  would a l l o w  Fowle r  t o  focus  

h i s  d i s c u s s i o n s  on f a i t h .  In  t u r n ,  I w a n t  t o  s u g g e s t  a n o t h e r  

c o n c e p t  t o  r e p l a c e  " f a i t h "  a s  t h e  u n i f y i n g  c o n c e p t  f o r  human 

e x p e r i e n c e .  That  conc ep t  i s  t h e  conc ep t  o f  t he  human s e l f .

By t h e  t e r m  " s e l f , "  I mean t h e  " I "  o r  "me,"  t h e  a c t i n g  

c e n t e r  o f  u n i t y  in  human e x p e r i e n c e .  No m a t t e r  how d i v e r s i f i e d  

o r  m u l t i d i m e n s i o n a l  we e x p e r i e n c e  l i f e  to  be,  we a l s o  e x p e r i e n c e  

a c o r e - c e n t e r  o f  c o n t i n u i t y  and oneness .  I t  i s  t h i s  c o r e - c e n t e r  

o f  u n i t y  t h a t  F o w l e r  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  w i t h  h i s  u s e  o f  

t h e  t e r m  f a i t h  i n  t h e  i n c l u s i v e  o r  c o l l e c t i v e  s e n s e .  As F o w l e r  

p u t s  i t ,

T h e re  s i m p l y  i s  no o t h e r  c o n c e p t  t h a t  h o l d s  t o g e t h e r  
t hos e  v a r i o u s  i n t e r r e l a t e d  d imens ions  o f  human knowing,  
v a l u i n g  and c o m m i t t i n g  and a c t i n g  t h a t  mus t  be h e l d  
c o n s i d e r e d  t o g e t h e r  i f  we w a n t  t o  u n - d e r s t a n d  t h e  
making and m a i n t a i n i n g  o f  human meaning.  '
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The c o n c e p t  " s e l f "  i s  t h e  o t h e r  c o n c e p t  t h a t  can  h o l d  

t o g e t h e r  a l l  t he  d i v e r s i t y  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e .  In t u r n ,  w i t h o u t  

t he  need to accoun t  f o r  t h e  u n i t y  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e ,  the  focus  

o f  f a i t h  a s  a f u n c t i o n  can  be  u n d e r s t o o d  i n  a more  l i m i t e d ,  y e t  

u n i q u e l y  v i t a l  way.

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  make t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  F o w l e r  n e e d s  

c o n s c i o u s l y  t o  make t h i s  move.  F o r  a l t h o u g h  F o w l e r  h a s  y e t  t o  

p r e s e n t  an e x p l i c i t  a n t h r o p o l o g y ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  e v i d ­

ence to  h y p o t h e s i z e  t h a t  F o w le r ' s  d u a l - f o c u s e d  approach b e t r a y s  

two compet ing  a n t h r o p o l o g i e s .

Throughout ,  Fowler  has  acknowledged h i s  i n d e b t e d n e s s  to  H. 

R. N i e b u h r  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  h i s  f o r m u l a t i o n s  on f a i t h  a s  r e l a ­

t i o n a l .  N i e b u h r ' s  v i s i o n  o f  h u m a n n e s s ,  F o w l e r  w r i t e s ,  i s  "one  

t h a t  s e e s  t h e  f a c t  a b o u t  p e r s o n s  a s  b e i n g  o u r  r e l a t i o n  i n  a b s o ­

l u t e  dependence,  to  a  God who i s  comprehens ive  o f  a l l  power ,  and 

who i s  l o y a l  i n  l o v e  t o  d e p e n d e n t  b e i n g . T h i s  a n t h r o p o l o g y  

a p p e a r s  i n  t h a t  s t r e a m  o f  t h o u g h t  i n  F o w l e r ' s  w or ks  t h a t  I have  

i d e n t i f i e d  a s  r e v e l a t o r y  o f  F o w l e r ' s  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h e  r e l a ­

t i o n a l  q u a l i t y  o f  f a i t h .

Wi th in  the  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  s ch oo l ,  be ing  human i s  u n d e r s to o d

in t e rms  of  c o g n i t i v e  p r o c e s s e s .  Th is  i s  e x e m p l i f i e d  by F o w le r ' s

u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  K eg an ' s  v i e w  o f  c o n s t i t u t i v e  k n o w i n g .  Kegan ,

Fowle r  w r i t e s ,  has  " r i g o r o u s l y  sough t  t o  e x t e n d  P i a g e t ' s  p r i m a ry

focus  on knowing as  an a c t i v e  s t r u c t u r i n g  or  o r g a n i z i n g  a c t i v i t y

to  acc oun t  f o r  the  dynamics  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t . " ^  Kegan

c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  " E g o . . . i s  t h e  c o n s t r u a l  o f  t h e  s e l f  and o t h e r s  i n
2 flr e l a t i o n s h i p . "  K egan ' s  a p p r o a c h ,  t h e n ,  " s e e k s  t o  u n i f y  an
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u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  the  ego ' s  t o t a l  c o n s t i t u t i v e  a c t i v i t y  ( i n c l u d i n g

even the  dynamic un con sc i ou s  o f  dep th  p s y c h o l o g i e s )  [ i n  t e rms  o f]

th e  ways we c o n s t r u c t  b o th  the  w or ld  and o u r s e l v e s  in  the  knowing
21t h a t  i s  ego." In  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  s e l f  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  the  

c o g n i t i v e  p r o c e s s e s  u n d e r l y i n g  r e a l i t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and u l t i m a t e  

knowing e q u a l s  t he  t o t a l  human package.

In  b o t h  c a s e s ,  t h e  s e l f  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  a p a r t i c u l a r  

f u n c t i o n .  In  t u r n ,  when t h a t  f u n c t i o n  or  d im ens ion  i s  t he  focus  

o f  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  o t h e r  d i m e n s i o n s  become o f  s e c o n d a r y  i m p o r ­

t a n c e .  The c o r r e c t i v e  c o n s i s t s  in  v i e w ing  the  s e l f  as  the  u n i t y  

and agency o f  a c t i o n ,  w h i l e  t he  v a r i o u s  f u n c t i o n s  in  e x p e r i e n c e  

can be u n d e r s to o d  as the  c h a n n e l s  o r  unique avenues  th r ou gh  which 

th e  s e l f  comes to  e x p r e s s i o n .

Once Fowler  a vo id s  the  t e m p t a t i o n  to  i d e n t i f y  the  s e l f  w i t h  

any p a r t i c u l a r  mode o f  f u n c t i o n i n g ,  be i t  c o g n i t i o n ,  o n e ' s  u l ­

t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n ,  o r  w ha te v e r ,  he w i l l  c r e a t e  room and l e g i t i m a c y  

f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  d i v e r s i f e d  modes .  Each  mode,  ( i . e . ,  c o g n i t i o n ,  

moral  e x p e r i e n c e ,  e m o t io n a l  deve lopment ,  and f a i t h  un d e r s to o d  in  

a un ique  b u t  l i m i t e d  way),  can be con ce ived  o f  as  a s p e c i f i c  k ind  

o f  a c t i o n  in  the  o v e r a l l  human drama o f  the  d e v e lo p i n g  s e l f .  A l l  

modes can be u n d e r s to o d  as  c o n s t i t u t i v e l y  human, and a l l  d e v e l o p ­

men ta l  t h e o r i e s  w i l l  i d e n t i f y ,  n o t  the  deve lopment  o f  a p a r t i c ­

u l a r  mode,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  s e l f  i n  t e r m s  o f  a u n i q u e l y  i d e n t i ­

f i a b l e  mode.

T h i s  k i n d  o f  a n t h r o p o l o g y  can  a l s o  a c c e n t u a t e  F o w l e r ' s  

a b i l i t y  t o  focus  on each mode. F a i t h ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  f r e e  from the  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  p r o v i d i n g  u n i t y  w i t h i n  l i f e  a s  a w h o l e ,  no 

l o n g e r  h a s  t o  be v i e w e d  a s  m u l t i d i m e n s i o n a l  i n  t h e  F o w l e r i a n

66



s e n s e .  The s e l f  i s  m u l t i d i m e n s i o n a l ,  w h i l e  f a i t h  i s  one  

d imens ion  o f  the  s e l f .  C o g n i t i on  can a l s o  be v iewed as a unique 

human mode h a v i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  c o n c e p t u a l i z e .  

E m o t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  ca n  be a f f i r m e d  a s  t h e  human c a p a c i t y  f o r  

s e n s a t i o n  a n d  so  o n .  E a c h  mode c a n  be  a c k n o w l e d g e d  a s  

c o n s t i t u t i n g  an i r r e d u c i b l e  band o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  no l o n g e r  ne ed ing  

to  be viewed as  a s u b f u n c t i o n  o f  a n o t h e r  mode.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h i s  a n t h r o p o l o g y  m a k e s  i t  e a s i e r  t o  

c o n c e p t u a l i z e  the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween v a r i o u s  modes.  For i f  the  

s e l f  i s  u n d e r s to o d  as  the  u n i t y  in  d i v e r s i t y  o f  human f u n c t i o n s ,  

w her e  e v e r  t h e  s e l f  i s ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  w h o le  gamu t  o f  human 

f u n c t i o n s .  T h i s  means t h e  a c t  o f  f a i t h  ca n  n e v e r  be u n d e r s t o o d  

as  n o n c o g n i t i v e  o r  i r r a t i o n a l  (Fowle r ' s  con ce rn ) ,  because  the  

s e l f  a lways  f u n c t i o n s  c o g n i t i v e l y .  C o g n i t io n ,  as  w e l l ,  can ne ve r  

be v i e w e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  i n p u t  o f  f a i t h  c o m m i t m e n t s  o r  f e e l i n g s ,  

because  the  s e l f  i s  a lways  f e e l i n g  and f a i t h i n g .  Wherever  the  

s e l f  i s ,  t h e r e  i s  t he  t o t a l i t y  o f  i t s  f u n c t i o n s .

What one can  i d e n t i f y ,  t h o u g h ,  i s  t h a t  v a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  

a r e  h i g h l i g h t e d  by a s p e c i f i c  mode.  Fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  c h u r c h  

wor sh i p  o r  c u l t i c  a c t i v i t y ,  one ' s  f a i t h  f u n c t i o n i n g  comes to  the  

f o r e  and q u a l i f i e s  o n e ' s  a c t i v i t y  in  t h a t  i n s t a n c e .  In  t u r n ,  

when one i s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  a n a l y s i s ,  c o g n i t i v e  

c a p a c i t i e s  occupy c e n t r a l  ground.  But,  as  ment ioned ,  in n e i t h e r  

c a s e  a r e  any o f  t h e  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n s  a b s e n t .  C o g n i t i o n  p l a y s  a 

r o l e  in  f a i t h  a c t i v i t i e s ,  w h i l e  f a i t h  p l a y s  a r o l e  in  s c i e n t i f i c  

a c t i v i t i e s .  Each can  be u n d e r s t o o d  a s  p l a y i n g  an i m p l i c i t  o r  

e x p l i c i t  r o l e ,  depending upon the  k ind  o f  a c t i v i t y  one i s  engaged
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i n .

F i n a l l y ,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  k i n d  o f  a n t h r o p o l o g y  i s  

g en u in e l y  r e f l e c t i v e  o f  F o w l e r ' s  d e s i r e  t o  view f a i t h  as a no rma l  

p a r t  o f  human f u n c t i o n i n g .  So n o r m a l ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  i t  d e p e n d s  

on growth  in o t h e r  modal c a p a c i t i e s  l i k e  c o g n i t i o n  and a f f e c t i o n  

t o  u n d e r g i r d  i t s  own h e a l t h y  f u n c t i o n i n g .  F o r  e a c h  mode o f  

f u n c t i o n i n g  i s  n o t  o n l y  i r r e d u c i b l e  b u t  n e c e s s a r y  a s  w e l l ,  a s  

an e s s e n t i a l  p i e c e  in  the  p uz z l e  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e .  A l l  modal 

g rowth  can be v iewed as g r e a t l y  enhanc ing  each  o t h e r ' s  g rowth o r  

s e r v i n g  as d e t r i m e n t  t o  g rowth .

At  t h i s  p o i n t  I w a n t  t o  s u g g e s t  a s p e c i f i c  f o c u s  f o r  f a i t h  

a s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  mode o f  human e x p e r i e n c e .  I am g l e a n i n g  t h i s  

f o c u s  f rom F o w l e r ' s  own w or k ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  o f t e n  u n c l e a r  due t o  

F o w l e r ' s  f l u c t u a t i n g  u s e s  o f  " f a i t h . "  T h i s  f o c u s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t h  F o w le r ' s  commitment  to  work on the  human s i d e  o f  the  f a i t h  

e x p e r i e n c e . ^2 The f o c u s  i s  t h e  human e x p e r i e n c e  o f  u l t i m a t e  

s u r r e n d e r .

U l t i m a t e  S u r r e n d e r

Fowle r  i d e n t i f i e s  f a i t h  i s s u e s  as t hose  t h a t  d e a l  w i t h  the  

powers and b o u n d a r i e s  and s o u r ce s  o f  meaning n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  human 

c o n t r o l .  In tu r n ,  u l t i m a t e  c e n t e r s  o f  v a l ue  and power p romise  

to  s u s t a i n  one ' s  l i f e  and g u a ra n t e e  "more b e i n g . W h a t  Fowler  

h i m s e l f  i s  g e t t i n g  a t  i s  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  u l t i m a t e  s u r r e n d e r .  

The t e r m  s u r r e n d e r  i s  h e l p f u l  b e c a u s e  i t  c a t c h e s  t h e  u n i q u e  

q u a l i t y  o f  the  e n c o u n te r  as  e x p e r i e n c e d  by a p e r s on  in  f a i t h .  In 

o t h e r  r e l a t i o n s  t h e r e  i s  a t r u s t i n g  b u t  n o t  a t o t a l  d e p e n d e n c e .  

Th is  k ind  o f  dependence i s  on ly  w a r r a n t e d  by an u l t i m a t e  concern .
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Sam Keen sums up t h i s  p o i n t  by i d e n t i f y i n g  t h i s  k ind  o f  s u r r e n d e r  

a s  t h e  " g r a d u a l  o r  s u d d e n  y i e l d i n g  o f  t h e  i l l u s i o n  o f  

c o n t r o l . O n e  e n t r u s t s  one ' s  l i f e  and one ' s  b e in g  to  someone 

o r  someth ing  u l t i m a t e l y .

T h i s  f o c u s  on s u r r e n d e r  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  F o w l e r ' s  

a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  E r i k s o n ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  f a i t h .  

E r i k s o n ' s  i n i t i a l  s t a g e  o f  t r u s t  v s .  m i s t r u s t  i s  a d r a m a t i c  

p o r t r a y a l  o f  u l t i m a t e  s u r r e n d e r .  At  b i r t h  and th rough  the  f i r s t  

mon ths  o f  l i f e ,  t h e  i n f a n t  c r i e s  o u t  w i t h  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  s u r r e n d e r  

t o  h i s  o r  h e r  own n e e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  t o  de p e n d  on and r e c e i v e  f r o m ,  

the  f i r s t  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  the  t r u t h  abou t  l i f e .

I n  t h i s  l i g h t ,  s u r r e n d e r  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  F o w l e r ' s  

a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  f a i t h  a s  a mode o f  a c t i o n .  I am n o t  p a s s i v e  in  

s u r r e n d e r ,  b u t  r a t h e r  in  the  m i d s t  o f  the  s t r u g g l e  to  e x p e r i e n c e  

l i f e  a s  m e a n i n g f u l ,  I g i v e  m y s e l f  o v e r  i n  a b a n d o n m e n t  t o  an 

u l t i m a t e  p o i n t  o f  r e f e r e n c e .  T h i s  r e f e r e n c e  t h e n  s e r v e s  a s  a 

p l a t f o r m  from which I o p e r a t e  o r  anc hor ,  t h r ou gh  which I and my 

l i f e  a r e  grounded.

A l s o  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  F o w l e r ' s  e m p h a s i s  on d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

s u r r e n d e r  i s  n o t  a once and f o r  a l l  a c t .  F a i t h  g rowth  does n o t  

s t o p  w i t h  t h e  a c t  o f  u l t i m a t e  s u r r e n d e r ;  i t  g ro w s  and d e v e l o p s .  

But  i t  i s  by v i r t u e  o f  r e a l  s u r r e n d e r  t h a t  s u c h  g r o w t h  i s  

p o s s i b l e .  For  no lo ng e r  does one r e s t  c o m p l e t e l y  on o n e s e l f  f o r  

f u r t h e r  or  deepe r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  in  l i f e .  One's human f o i b l e s  can 

be f r e e l y  a c c e p t e d  once  t h e  t r u t h  I r e c e i v e  i s  n o t  u l t i m a t e l y  

dependen t  on me. And w i t h  f reedom to  a c c e p t  my l i m i t e d n e s s  comes 

the  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  r e a l  g rowth .
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An emphas is  on s u r r e n d e r  as the  focus  o f  f a i t h  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  

the  ve ry  k i nd  o f  dynamic q u a l i t y  o r  p a s s i o n a t e  in vo lv em en t  t h a t  

F o w l e r  h i m s e l f  d e s i r e s . S u r r e n d e r ,  a s  a t e r m ,  r e f l e c t s  p a s ­

s i o n a t e  invo lvemen t .  I t  h i g h l i g h t s  the  invo lv eme n t  o f  t he  t o t a l  

s e l f .

T h i s  s u r r e n d e r  f o c u s  a l s o  i l l u m i n a t e s  t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  o f  

u l t i m a t e  r e a l i t y  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  F a i t h  knowing i s  un ique  in t h a t  

i t  i s  t h e  k i n d  o f  k n o w in g  w h i c h  i s  q u a l i f i e d  by r e c e p t i v i t y  a s  

o p p o s e d  t o  o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  k n o w in g  w h e r e  t h e  k n ow e r  i s  more  i n  

command o f  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  s t u d y .  F o r  i n  f a i t h ,  t h e  u l t i m a t e  

impinges  on us .

F i n a l l y ,  i t  i s  t h i s  s u r r e n d e r  q u a l i t y  t h a t  r a i s e s  o n e ' s  

u l t i m a t e  v i s i o n  to  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  r e v e l a t i o n .  In p e n u l t i m a t e  

modes o f  k n o w i n g  and r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e  c a u s e s  o r  c e n t e r s  o f  p o w er  

and v a l u e  a r e  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  r e v e l a t i o n a l  u n l e s s  i n  f a c t  one i s  

g r i p p e d  by a h e n o t h e i s m .  U l t i m a t e  s u r r e n d e r  i s  t o  be d i r e c t e d  

beyond  t h e  c a u s e s  and v a l u e s  o f  e v e r y d a y  l i f e ,  w h i c h  in  t u r n  

c o n t e x t u a l i z e  and i n t e g r a t e  everyday conce rns .

The b e a u t y  o f  " s u r r e n d e r "  r e s t s  i n  i t s  c a p a c i t y ,  a s  a t e r m ,  

t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  human n e e d  t o  s e c u r e  o n e ' s  l i f e  

t h r ou gh  an u n r e s e r v e d  abandonment  to  a r e v e l a t i o n  o f  t r u t h .  Thi s  

a c t  o f  ab a n d o n e d  r e s o l v e  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  m e a n in g  t h a t  

F o w le r ' s  p r o j e c t  s eeks  to  i d e n t i f y .

T h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  r a i s e s  s e r i o u s  q u e s t i o n s  f o r  F o w l e r  

co n ce rn in g  h i s  t h e o r y  o f  s t a g e s .  For  i f  t he  focus  o f  f a i t h ,  as I 

s u g g e s t ,  i s  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t o o d  in  t e r m s  o f  u l t i m a t e  s u r r e n d e r ,  how 

w i l l  t h i s  e f f e c t  F o w l e r ' s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t he  s t a g e s  o f  f a i t h ?  

In  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  I w i l l  v e n t u r e  o n l y  a few d i r e c t i o n a l
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c o n c e r n s .

In  a c t u a l i t y ,  F o w l e r ’s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  s t a g e  growth  i s  n o t  

a f f e c t e d .  For g rowth  and deve lopment ,  as  Fowler  e x p l a i n s  them, 

a r e  g e n e r a l .  The p r o c e s s  o f  c e n t e r i n g  and d e - c e n t e r i n g  ca n  be 

e a s i l y  a p p l i e d  to  the  human s e l f  in  f a i t h  deve lopment .

What  w i l l  ch an ge  i s  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  s e l f  t a k e s  t h e  p l a c e  o f  

f a i t h  a s  an i n t e g r a t i n g  c o n c e p t , t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e  s e l f  i n  f a i t h  

g rowth w i l l  be on s u r r e n d e r  r a t h e r  t han  c o g n i t i o n .  Thi s  does n o t  

mean t h a t  c o g n i t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  f a i t h  

g r o w t h .  F o r  t h e  s e l f  g r o w s  i n t e g r a l l y ,  i n  a l l  i t s  m o d a l  

f u n c t i o n s .  C o g n i t iv e  g rowth ,  as  Fowle r  makes c l e a r  w i t h  r e s p e c t  

to  P i a g e t ' s  s t a g e s ,  u n d e r g i r d s  f a i t h  deve lopmen t .  But as  a mode 

o f  f u n c t i o n i n g ,  c o g n i t i o n  d e s e r v e s  an i r r e d u c i b l e  p l a c e  o f  i t s  

own i n  s e l f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  (The same w ou l d  a p p l y  t o  e m o t i o n a l  

development ,  and so on)

I t  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  f a i t h  deve lopmen t ,  due to  

i t s  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  k i n d ,  w i l l  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e f l e c t  human 

c o g n i t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s  d e v i s e d  by P i a g e t  and  t h e  s t r u c ­

t u r a l i s t s .  C o g n i t i v e  c a p a c i t i e s ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d ,  a r e  

un ique  in form to c o g n i t i o n  i t s e l f .

What i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a v o i d  i s  t h e  t e n d e n c y  to  f o r c e  a l l  

o t h e r  modes o f  human d e v e l o p m e n t  i n t o  t h e  c o g n i t i v e  f o r m a t .  

F o w l e r ' s  t e n d e n c y  t o  do so i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  

c r i t i q u e  o f  o t h e r  d ev e lo p m e n ta l  t h e o r i e s .  I f ,  though,  t h e r e  a r e  

o t h e r  i r r e d u c i b l e  modes o f  human e x p e r i e n c e ,  i t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  

de ve lo p m en ta l  t h e o r i e s  shou ld  r e f l e c t  the  core  moments o f  t ho s e  

modes or  d imen s i ons .
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F o w l e r  n e e d  n o t  f e a r  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  c r i t i q u e  o f  o t h e r  

d e ve lo pm en ta l  t h e o r i e s .  No one modal  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  f o r m a t  should  

d i c t a t e  the  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  o t h e r  modes o f  deve lopment .  The p o i n t  

Fowler  needs  to  s e c u re  i s  t h a t  s u r r e n d e r  i s  an i r r e d u c i b l e  human 

mode o r  d i m e n s i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .  Once t h i s  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  

Fowle r  and o t h e r s  need c o n c e p t u a l  f reedom to  develop  the  k in d  o f  

c o n c e p t u a l  f ramework which w i l l  do j u s t i c e  to  the  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  

o f  f a i t h .

In f a i t h  deve lopment  the  focus  o f  t he  s e l f  w i l l  be on one ' s  

c a p a c i t y  to  s u r r e n d e r  o n e s e l f  f r e e l y .  Mature g rowth in  s u r r e n d e r  

i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  by the  c a p a c i t y  to  make an u n r e s e r v e d  commitment  

o f  one ' s  h e a r t  w i t h  the  k ind  o f  de p th  and r i c h n e s s  o f  s o p h i s t i c ­

a t i o n  Fowler  p o i n t s  to  in  the  c e n t e r i n g  and d e - c e n t e r i n g  p r o c e s s .  

That  i s ,  one ' s  s u r r e n d e r  w i l l  grow from an o u tw a r d l y  d e t e r m i ne d ,  

l i m i t e d  communal c o n t e x t ,  t o  an i n w a r d l y  d e t e r m i n e d ,  more v u l ­

n e r a b l e ,  open s t a n c e  toward  th e  w or l d  a t  l a r g e .

Dep th  and s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  a l s o  p o i n t  t o  g r o w t h  beyond  t h e  

l e v e l  o f  n a i v e t e .  Mature  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  and openness  to  o t h e r s  a re  

n o t  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  i g n o r a n c e .  They a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  

t h a t  t r e a s u r e s  openness  to  the  p o i n t  o f  t r u s t i n g  t h a t  the  r i s k  o f  

t h e  p a i n  o f  r e j e c t i o n  i s  w o r t h  t a k i n g ,  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  

f r u i t  o f  g e n u i n e  human f e l l o w s h i p .  As F o w l e r  p u t s  i t ,  one 

ac h i e v e s  a second n a i v e t e .

In  e s s e n c e ,  t h e n ,  t h e  f a i t h  t a s k  can  be i d e n t i f i e d  as  t h e  

human n ee d  t o  s u r r e n d e r  u l t i m a t e l y  t o  someone  o r  s o m e t h i n g .  

S t u d i e s  o f  f a i t h  deve lopment  would focus  on th e  human c a p a c i t y  to  

s u r r e n d e r  as t h i s  c a p a c i t y  changes th rough  g rowth  and t im e .  The 

g i f t  o f  h e a l t h f u l  s u r r e n d e r  i s  the  n e c e s s a r y  ground one r e q u i r e s
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t o  f a c e  l i f e  w i t h  c o u r a g e ,  hope  and f r e e d o m .  What one i s  f r e e  

from,  i s  d e b i l i t a t i n g  a n x i e t y  and h o p e l e s s n e s s .

I t  h a s  n o t  been  my i n t e n t i o n  t o  work  t h i s  f o c u s  o u t  i n  a 

s p e c i f i e d  de v e lo p m e n ta l  f a s h i o n .  But I do b e l i e v e  t h a t  go ing  in  

t h e  above  d i r e c t i o n  w i l l  p r o v e  f r u i t f u l  t o  t h i s  o n g o i n g  t a s k .  

The s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  above  a p p r o a c h  i s  t o  f r e e  up " f a i t h "  f ro m 

s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  i n t e g r a t i n g  c o n c e p t  i n  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  human 

e x p e r i e n c e ,  so  t h a t  i t  c an  i d e n t i f y  one mode i n  t h e  d i v e r s i t y .  

As s u c h ,  f o c u s  i s  more p o s s i b l e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a more n u a n c e d  way o f  

c o n c i e v i n g  o f  f a i t h  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a 

w h o l e .
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POSTSCRIPT

F a i t h  With One ' s  F e e t  on the  Ground

In  c o n c l u d i n g  t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  I w a n t  t o  r a i s e  one l a s t  

c o n c e r n .  Up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  I hav e  b e e n  n e c e s s a r i l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  

t h e  c o h e r e n c e  o f  F o w e r ' s  f o r m u l a t i o n s  on f a i t h  a n d  i t s  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  In  c l o s i n g  I w a n t  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  r e a l  s e n s e  o f  

comrada r i e  I f e e l  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  the  s p i r i t  o f  Fow er ' s  p r o j e c t .

There i s  o b v i o u s l y  a g r e a t  d e a l  t o  F o w l e r ' s  p r o j e c t  t h a t  i s  

r i c h l y  i l l u m i n a t i n g ,  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  o f  w h i c h  i s  h i s  r e s p e c t  f o r  

t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h e  phenomenon i n  q u e s t i o n .  I s h a r e  w i t h  

F o w l e r  h i s  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  f a i t h  a n d  t h e  

s e n s i t i v i t y  he shows f o r  t he  l i m i t s  o f  human t h e o r i z i n g .

A n o t h e r  s t r e n g t h  o f  F o w e r ' s  a p p r o a c h  i s  i t s  

i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  f l a v o r .  In  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  h i s  

v i e w s ,  Fower  h a s  t a k e n  a d v a n t a g e  o f  a v a r i e t y  o f  a c a d e m i c  

s p h e r e s .  In  d o i n g  so ,  h i s  p r o g r a m  b o t h  e m b o d i e s  and e n c o u r a g e s  

c r o s s - d i s c i p l i n a r y  s t u d y .

More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  F o w l e r ,  a '  la. W.C. S m i t h ,  f r u i t f u l l y  

a r g u e s  f o r  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  f a i t h  and r e l i g i o n .  T h i s  

Western  a s s o c i a t i o n  w a r r a n t s  d i s t i n c t i o n  in  the  s e r v i c e  o f  a more 

b r o a d l y  (and I b e l i e v e  j u s t l y )  a p p l i c a b l e  view o f  f a i t h .  Due to  

t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  Fower i s  a b le  to  a f f i r m  two i m p o r t a n t  i n s i g h t s .

The f i r s t  i n s i g h t  conce rns  th e  u n i v e r s a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  f a i t h  

as  a mode o f  be in g .  Once f a i t h  i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from " r e l i g i o n , "  

w i t h  i t s  t y p i c a l l y  Western  d e i s t i c  o v e r t o n e s ,  i t  i s  more r e a d i l y  

p o s s i b l e  to  a p p r e c i a t e  how f a i t h  _Ls a u n i v e r s a l  mode o f  p a r t i c ­

i p a t i o n .  F a i t h  f o r  F o w l e r  h a s  t o  do w i t h  i n v e s t m e n t s  o f  com­
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m i t t e d  t r u s t  w h i c h  s e r v e  t o  o r g a n i z e  and i n t e g r a t e  l i f e .  T h i s  

k i n d  o f  mode l  makes  much g r e a t e r  s e n s e  o f  t h e  c o m m o n a l i t y  t h a t  

v a r i o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  s h a r e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  t h e  f o c u s  o f  

t h e i r  i n v e s t m e n t  o f  t r u s t  i s  d e i s t i c  o r  n o t .

In  t h i s  l i g h t ,  c o m m u n i t i e s  o r g a n i z e d  a r o u n d  modern  s o c i a l  

p h i l o s o p h i e s  l i k e  c a p i t a l i s m  and marxism can be seen  as s h a r i n g  a 

f u n c t i o n a l  p o i n t  o f  c o n t a c t  w i t h  c l a s s i c a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  r e l i g i o u s  

communi t i e s  such as I s l a m ,  S h in t o i s m  and C h r i s t i a n i t y .  And w i t h  

F o w l e r ' s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s y m b o l i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a l l  

f a i t h  " s t o r i e s , "  t h e s e  modern  " m y t h s "  can  be r e a d i l y  u n d e r s t o o d  

i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  same l i m i t a t i o n s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  u l t i m a t e  t r u t h  

c l a i m s  t h a t  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  f a i t h  c o m m u n i t i e s  have  had t o  f a c e .  

That  i s ,  a l l  i n v e s t m e n t s  o f  u l t i m a t e  s u r r e n d e r  a re  i n v e s t m e n t s  in  

r e l a t i v e  a p p r e c i a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o n t o u r s  and t o n e s  o f  u l t i m a t e  

r e a l i t y .  T h i s  k i n d  o f  i n s i g h t  p r o v i d e s  a n e e d e d  c r i t i c a l  

r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  s o m e t i m e s  a r r o g a n t  s e l f u n d e r s t a n d i n g  some 

p rop on en t s  o f  modern s o c i a l  f a i t h s  hold  in r e l a t i o n  to  the  l i k e s  

o f  the  c l a s s i c  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h s .

In  t u r n ,  w i t h  F o w le r ' s  emphas i s  on the  s t r u c t u r e  as  w e l l  as 

c o n t e n t  o f  f a i t h ,  a l l  f a i t h  communi t i e s  have a chance to  look a t  

the  t r u t h  v a lu e  o f  t h e i r  own t r a d i t i o n s  in  a new l i g h t .  F o r ,  as 

F o w l e r  p o i n t s  o u t ,  i t  i s  n o t  o n l y  w h a t  one h o l d s  t o  be u l t i m a t e l y  

t r u e  about  l i f e  t h a t  co u n t s .  J u s t  as  v i t a l  i s  how one h o ld s  what  

one h o l d s  t o  be t r u e .  T h i s  a d de d  e m p h a s i s  on t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a s  

w e l l  as  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  f a i t h ,  a l l o w s  us  t o  p lumb t h e  d e p t h s  o f  

our  own f a i t h  w i t h  a g r e a t e r  r i c h n e s s  o f  i n s i g h t .

S e c o n d l y ,  F o w l e r ' s  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  f a i t h  and r e l i g i o n
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o p e n s  t h e  d o o r  t o  h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a v i e w  o f  f a i t h  a s  a c t i o n  o r  

f u n c t i o n .  To view f a i t h  as f u n c t i o n ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f oc us se d  on 

a d e i t y ,  e n a b l e s  us  t o  v i e w  f a i t h  a s  d e c o m p a r t m e n t a l i z e d ,  o r  

i n t e g r a l  t o  human e x p e r i e n c e .  The v a l u e  o f  t h i s  i n s i g h t  a g a i n  

b e a r s  i t s  f r u i t  i n  t h e  u n d e r s t o o d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  

" r e l i g i o u s "  f a i t h  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  n o n - r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h  

com mu ni t i e s .

T r a d i t i o n a l l y  u n d e r s to o d  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h  communi t i e s  in  the  

modern West have had to  r e l e g a t e  t h e i r  s o c i a l  imp ac t  t o  the  r ea lm  

o f  t he  p r i v a t e  sphere  o f  c u l t u r a l  i nvo lv eme n t .  P u b l i c  l i f e  i s  to  

be g o v e r n e d  by " n o n - r e l i g i o u s , "  r e a s o n a b l e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  

a f f a i r s  o f  p e r s o n s  and c o m m u n i t i e s .  F o w l e r ' s  mode l  c h a l l e n g e s  

s u c h  a v i e w  by r e a f f i r m i n g  t h a t  a l l  i n s i g h t  i s  g r o u n d e d  in  and 

c o l o r e d  by an u l t i m a t e  i n v e s t m e n t  o f  t r u s t  i n  a s y m b o l i c a l l y  

r e p r e s e n t e d  v i s i o n  o f  r e a l i t y  as  a w h o l e .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a l l  

s y m b o l i c a l l y  g r o u n d e d  v i s i o n s  o f  l i f e  s h a r e  e q u a l  f o o t i n g  w i t h  

r e g a r d  to  " r e a s o n a b l e n e s s "  o f  i n s i g h t .  The i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  

v i e w  i s  t h a t  a l l  f a i t h  c o m m u n i t i e s  s h o u l d  s h a r e  a s  w e l l  i n  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  g e a r e d  t o w a r d  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  o f  a 

c u l t u r e ' s  d a i l y  a f f a i r s .  R e g a r d l e s s ,  though,  o f  one ' s  p o l i t i c a l  

i n t e n t i o n s ,  t h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  f a i t h  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  i n t e g r a l  t o  

human e x p e r i e n c e  as a whole.

I t  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  F o w l e r ' s  f o r m a t  i n c l u d e  the  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  a l l  

f a i t h  communi t i e s  sh a r e  e q u a l  f o o t i n g  in  r e l a t i o n  to  the  r e a s o n ­

a b l e n e s s  o f  i n s i g h t  e a c h  c o m m u n t i y  can  p o v i d e ,  I do n o t  mean t o  

s a y  t h a t  F o w l e r  deems a l l  v i s i o n s  o f  l i f e  o f  e q u a l  v a l u e .  The 

p o i n t  i s ,  a l l  c o n t r u b u t i o n s  o f  i n s i g h t  a r e  gu ided  by and grounded
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i n  an u l t i m a t e  s u r r e n d e r  t o  a v i s i o n  o f  l i f e  t h a t  i s  more t h a n  

r e a s o n a b l e .  F o w l e r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a r g u e s  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  

c r i t e r i a  must  be c a l l e d  i n t o  s e r v i c e  when e v a l u a t i n g  the  w or t h  o f  

any  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  They i n c l u d e  e m p i r i c a l  v a l i d a t i o n ,  p h i l o ­

s o p h i c a l  s o u n d n e s s ,  a n d  e t h i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h a t  

c o n t r i b u t i o n .

F o w l e r  f u r t h e r  a s s e r t s  t h a t  a l l  i n s i g h t  i s  r e l a t i v e .  But  

a g a i n ,  r e l a t i v e  f o r  F o w l e r  do es  n o t  mean o f  e q u a l  v a l u e .  He 

means in  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  p e r s o n s  o r  c o m m u n i t i e s  one i s  e x p o s e d  

t o ,  t h e  g i v e n s  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  c o n t i n g e n t  q u a l i t y  o f  a l l  

human e x p e r i e n c e .  And i t  i s  he re  t h a t  Fowler  s t r u g g l e s  w i t h  and,  

I b e l i e v e ,  p r o v i d e s  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  i n s i g h t  t h a t  marks  t h e  

s p i r i t  o f  h i s  a p p r o a c h .  T h a t  s t r e n g t h  i s  t h a t  f a i t h  f o r  F o w l e r  

i s  c o l o r e d  by human l i m i t e d n e s s  and mus t  be a c c e p t e d  in  t h i s  

l i g h t .

In  t h i s  manner  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  F o w l e r ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  f a i t h  

i s  one w h i c h  ha s  i t s  f e e t  on t h e  g r o u n d .  F a i t h  i s  an a c t  o f  

peop le  of  t he  e a r t h ,  l oo k i ng  ou tward ,  r e l a t i v e  and l i m i t e d .  When 

t a k e n  to  h e a r t  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  i n s i g h t  can  p r o v i d e  a k e e n  

s e n s e  o f  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  r e a l  f a i t h .  T h a t  i s  t o  v i e w  o u r s e l v e s  

and  o u r  f a i t h  a s  human,  and a c c e p t  o u r s e l v e s  and o t h e r s  i n  t h e  

g ra ce  t h a t  t h i s  r e a l i z a t i o n  p r o v i d e s .
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APPENDIX

THE STAGES

Each o f  F o w l e r ' s  f a i t h  s t a g e s  r e p r e s e n t s  a q u a l i t a t i v e l y  

d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l  o f  c o m p e t e n c y  d e v e l o p m e n t .  W i t h  m a t u r i t y  " t h e  

s t r u c t u r e s  u n d e r l y i n g  f a i t h  become p r o g r e s s i v e l y  more complex,  

more i n t e r n a l l y  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d ,  more c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  and  more 

f l e x i b l e . " 1 In  t u r n ,  a movement from one s t a g e  to  a n o t h e r  r e p r e ­

s e n t s  f o r  F o w l e r  a " s t r u c t u r a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n "  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o
o

t h e s e  p a t t e r n s . "  The s t a g e s  th e m se lv e s  o r  v a r i o u s  i d e n t i f i a b l e  

s t r u c t u r a l  whole l e v e l s  o f  f a i t h  competency a re  as f o l l o w s .

Stage  one;  I n t u i t i v e  P r o j e c t i v e  F a i t h  (age 3-4)

T h i s  i s  t h e  " i m i t a t i v e ,  f a n t a s y  f i l l e d  s t a g e  i n  w h i c h  a 

c h i l d  can be p o w e r f u l l y  and p e rm a n e n t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by the  exam­

p l e s ,  moods, a c t i o n s  and l aguage o f  the  v i s i b l e  f a i t h  o f  p r i m a ry
O

a d u l t s . "  A t  t h i s  s t a g e  a c h i l d  e m p l o y s  p r e - o p e r a t i o n a l  

r e a s o n i n g  w h i l e  " t h e  c a p a c i t y  f o r  t a k i n g  the  r o l e  or  p e r s p e c t i v e  

o f  o t h e r s  i s  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t e d . " ^  Nor has a s ense  o f  moral  o b l i g a ­

t i o n  deve loped y e t .  Bounds o f  s o c i a l  aw areness  i s  l i m i t e d  p r i ­

m a r i l y  to  f a m i l y  and f a m i l y  s u r r o g a t e  r e l a t i o n s  as i s  one ' s  l ocus  

o f  a u t h o r i t y . ^  One ' s  fo r m o f  w o r l d  c o h e r e n c e  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  

e p i s o d i c  i n  c h a r a t e r ,  m e a n i n g  a c h i l d  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  i s  a b l e  t o

g ras p  e x p e r i e n c e  in t e rms  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  e p i s o d e s  w i t h o u t  a n a r -
£

r a t i v e  s t o r y  l i k e  c o n n e c t i o n .  And f i n a l l y ,  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  

"symbol" Fowle r  w r i t e s ,  t hey  tend to  f u n c t i o n  as i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  

or  as  p a r t  o f  what  t hey  r e p r e s e n t .  Thus,  t o  draw a p i c t u r e  o f  a 

f a c e  and t h e n  d e f a c e  i t  may p r o d u c e  an " u n e a s y  f e e l i n g  o f  g u i l t  

o r  f e a r  o f  r e t a l i a t i o n . . . " ^  As a w h o l e ,  t h i s  s t a g e  marks  t h e
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b e g in n i n g  o f  the  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  p r o c e s s .

S tage  two; Mythic L i t e r a l  F a i t h  (6 1 /2 -8 )

This  s t a g e  marks the  b e g i n i n g  o f  a p e r s o n ' s  a b i l i t y  to  t ake  

on t h e  f a i t h  s t o r i e s  e m b r a c e d  by t h e  p e r s o n ' s  c o m m u n i t y .  Adap­

t a t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  a t t i t u d e s  and
Q

b e l i e f s  which a re  " a p p r o p r i a t e d  w i t h  l i t e r a l  meaning."  At t h i s  

p o i n t  one has a q u i r e d  c o n c r e t e  o p e r a t i o n s .  Major  g a in s  have been 

made i n  r o l e - t a k i n g  a s  w e l l .  One can  and w i l l  make a l l o w a n c e s  

f o r  the  f a c t  t h a t  from a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ' s  va n ta ge  p o i n t ,  an o b j e c t  

he o r  she  i s  v i e w i n g  w i l l  a p p e a r  d i f f e r e n t .  M o r a l  j u d g m e n t ,  

l a r g e l y  due to  g a in s  in  r o l e - t a k i n g  a b i l i t y  has  added the  e l e m e n t  

o f  r e c i p r o c i t y  and t h e  p e r s o n ' s  s o c i a l  w o r l d  h as  w i d e n e d  a s  

w e l l .  T eache r s ,  s choo l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s  and so on 

a r e  now a co n sc i o u s  e l em en t  o f  one ' s  wor ld .  In  t u r n ,  i d e n t i t y  now 

i n v o l v e s  o n e ' s  f a m i l y ' s  " e t h n i c  o r  r a c i a l  h e r i t a g e ,  r e l i g i o u s  

a f f i l i a t i o n  and s o c i a l  c l a s s  s t a n d i n g . . . " ^  W h i l e  o n e ' s  v a l ­

i d a t i o n  o f  c o n c l u s i o n s  in  most  a r e a s  o f  l i f e  i s  s t i l l  drawn from 

one ' s  p a r e n t s ,  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  s en s o r y  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  in  the  p r o c e s s  

o f  becoming s u b j e c t e d  to  th e  canons o f  on e ' s  own judgment .  With 

r e s p e c t  t o  w o r l d  c o h e r e n c e ,  one has  a c h i e v e d  " m a s t e r y  o f  t h e  

n a r r a t i v e  mode f o r  g i v i n g  c o h e r e n c e  to  e x p e r i e n c e "  F i n a l l y ,  i n  

s t a g e  two, symbols  a r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  in  t e rms  o f  a l i t e r a l - c o r r e s ­

pondence unde r s t and ing .^® That  i s ,  symbols  must  r e f e r  t o  some­

t h i n g  s p e c i f i c  and be i m a g i n e d  by a n a l o g y  w i t h  some e l e m e n t  o f  

c o n c r e t e  e x p e r i e n c e . ^

Stage  t h r e e ;  S y n t h e t i c  Co nve n t i ona l  F a i t h  (12-13)

The key to  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h i s  s t a g e  i n v o l v e s  the  c h a l l e n g e
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t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  i n t o  a  c o h e r e n t  mean ing fu l  s y n t h e s i s ,  a number o f

s p h e r es  o f  human ivo lv em en t .  These i n c l u d e  th e  f a m i l y ,  s c h o o l  o r

work ,  p e e r s ,  l e i s u r e  f r i e n d s h i p s  and p o s s i b l y  a r e l i g i o u s
1 2s p h e r e .  F o r  now n o t  o n l y  d o e s  one e x p e r i e n c e  a w i d e r  s o c i a l  

w o r l d ,  one m u s t  s y n c h r o n i z e  t h e  v a r i o u s  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  v o i c e s .  

C o h e r e n c e  i n  t h i s  s t a g e ,  F o w l e r  e x p l a i n s ,  i s  a c h i e v e d  by r e n d ­

e r i n g  a u t h o r i t y  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  p e r s o n s  in  e a c h  s p h e r e ,  o r  by
1 3r e n d e r i n g  a u t h o r i t y  to  a conscensus  o f  " t h o s e  who count . "  Th is  

i s  done v i a  p e r s o n a l  or  f a c e - t o - f a c e  r e l a t i n g .  One i s  a t t r a c t e d  

to  t r u s t  evoking  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  who r e p r e s e n t  i d e a s  o r  movements.  

Th is  a t t r a c t i o n  i s  based  on a c o n v e n t i o n a l l y  ex pec ted  s t y l e  and 

manner isms s a n c t i o n e d  by a va lue d  i n s t i t u t i o n  or  i n s t i t u t i o n - l i k e  

g ro u p .  One h a s  a c q u i r e d  e a r l y  f o r m a l  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  

and r o l e  t a k i n g  ha s  now become " m u t u a l  and l e a d s  t o  a t h i r d  

pe r s on  p e r s p e c t i v e  t h a t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  s e l f  o f  mind."1^ Fowle r  

c o n t i n u e s ,  " i n  k e ep in g  w i t h  the  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  focus  o f  the  s t a g e  

as a whole ,  [mora l  judgment ]  i s  based  on f u l f i l l i n g  the  e x p e c t a ­

t i o n s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  o t h e r s  and m a i n t a i n i n g  a g r e e m e n t  o r  p e a c e  

be tween p e r s o n s . " 1^ I d e n t i t y  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i s  based  on member­

s h i p  i n  g r o u p s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by f a c e - t o - f a c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and 

o n e ' s  w o r l d  c o h e r e n c e  p a t t e r n  i s  s y n t h e t i c .  T h a t  i s ,  i d e a s ,  

b e l i e f s ,  and v a l u e s  deve loped  th r oug h  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  groups  a re  

me ld ed  i n t o  a t a c i t  ( n o t  c r i t i c a l l y  s e l f - a w a r e )  s y s t e m .  Mean­

w h i l e  symbol deve lopment ,  w h i l e  s t i l l  p r e c r i t i c a l  o r  "na ive" ,  has  

r ea che d  the  s t a g e  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  metaphor  and double  i n t e n t i o n ,  

w h i c h  a l l o w s  one t o  be a f f e c t e d  by them on a nu mb er  o f  l e v e l s  

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  Symbol and symbol i zed  a re  s t i l l  bound t o g e t h e r  

i n  a n a t u r a l  o r  p r i m a l  l i n k a g e ,  a l t h o u g h  in  a more c o m p l e x



f a s h i o n  t h a n  in  s t a g e  tw o .  T y p i c a l  i m a g e s  o f  God a r e  now b a s e d  

on p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  l i k e  f r i e n d ,  c o m f o r t e r ,  mind o r  qu ide .

Stage  f o u r ;  I n d i v i d u a t i v e  R e f l e c t i v e  F a i t h  (18-19)

This  s t a g e  marks a r a d i c a l  change w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  the  t h r e e  

p r e v i o u s  s t a g e s  in t h a t  i t  marks a p e r s o n ' s  movement to  s e r i o u s l y  

a c c e p t i n g  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h e r  o r  h i s  own " c o m m i t ­

ments ,  l i f e s t y l e ,  b e l i e f s  and a t t i t u d e s . " ^  In doing  so a s t a g e  

f o u r  p e r s o n  m us t  f a c e  u n i v e r s a l  p o l a r  t e n s i o n s  w h i c h  p r e v i o u s  

s t a g e s  p r o t e c t e d  him or  h e r  f rom.  These t e n s i o n s  in c l u d e  i n d i v ­

i d u a l i t y  v s .  b e l o n g i n g  t o  a c o m m u n i t y ,  s u b j e c t i v i t y  v s .  o b j e c ­

t i v i t y ,  s e l f u l f i l l m e n t  v s .  s e r v i c e  t o  o t h e r s ,  and t h e  r e l a t i v e  

vs .  t h e  a b s o l u t e .  S t a g e  f o u r  p e o p l e  a r e  s t r o n g l y  a t t r a c t e d  t o  

c h a r i s m a t i c  l e a d e r s  f o r  t u t e l a g e  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  i d e o l o g y .  

Fowler  con tends  t h a t  s t a g e  f o u r  people  o f t e n  " f i n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  c o l l a p s e  t h e s e  p o l a r  t e n s i o n s  i n  one  d i r e c t i o n  o r  t h e  

o t h e r . F u l l  f o r m a l  o p e r a t i o n s  have  b e e n  a c h i e v e d  and r o l e -  

t a k i n g  has  advanced to  new l e v e l s  o f  co m pl e x i ty .  Moral  judgment  

h a s  r e a c h e d  a p o s t - c o n v e n t i o n a l  l e v e l  and  "a  p e r s o n ' s  r e f e r e n c e  

g r o u p ( s ) ,  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and i n c l u s i v e n e s s  in  

c a l u l a t i n g  mora l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  may be q u i t e  w i d e . ^  One's l ocu s  

o f  a u t h o r i t y  i s  becoming i n t e r n a l i z e d  now and wor ld  coherence  i s  

a c h i e v e d  v i a  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  an " e x p l i c i t  s y s t e m . " ^  S t a g e  

f o u r  marks as  w e l l  t he  d e - m y t h o l o g i z a t i o n  o f  t he  symbol .  Id ea s  

and p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  o f  c e n t r a l  c o n c e r n  a l o n g  w i t h  e x p l i c i t  

meaning and i n t e r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y .  Here one a c t s  on ( i n t e r p r e t s )  

t he  symbol r a t h e r  t han  the  symbol a c t i n g  on he r  o r  him.^® Again,  

t h e  q u a l i f y i n g  mark  o f  s t a g e  f o u r  i s  a "new and d i f f e r e n t  k i n d  o f
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awareness  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  one ' s  c h o i c e s  and r e j e c t i o n s . "  

S tage  f i v e ;  P a r a d o x i c a l  C o n s o l i d a t i v e  F a i t h  (30-32)

W h i l e  s t a g e  f o u r  p e o p l e  a c c e p t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  f a i t h  

c h o i c e s ,  a s  m e n t i o n e d  t h e r e  i s  a t e n d e n c y  t o  c o l l a p s e  o r  o v e r  

co mm i t  t o  one p e r s p e c t i v e  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  a l l  e l s e .  S t a g e  

f i v e  r e p r e s e n t s  an  a d v a n c e  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  due t o  o n e ' s  c a p a c i t y  

a t  t h i s  s t a g e  to ,  f i r s t ,  r e c o g n i z e  " the  i n t e g r i t y  and t r u t h  in  a
O O

p o s i t i o n  o t h e r  than  i t s  own.. ." Secondly  one a f f i r m s  and l i v e s

o u t  o f  [ o n e ' s ]  own c o m m i t m e n t s  and b e l i e f s  i n  s u c h  a way a s  to

h o n o r  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  t r u e  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  o t h e r s  w i t h o u t  d e n y i n g
2 3o n e ' s  own i n s i g h t .  S t a g e  f i v e  p e o p l e  t h e n  a r e  r e a d y  f o r  com­

m u n i t y  w i t h  t h o s e  n o t  b e l o n g i n g  w i t h  i n  t h e i r  own " t r i b a l ,  

r a c i a l ,  c l a s s  and i d e o l o g i c a l  b o u n d a r i e s . " 2^ Formal  o p e r a t i o n s ,  

in  the  s e r v i c e  o f  t he  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and ma in tenance  o f  t h i s  open­

n e s s  t o  o t h e r s  t a k e s  t h e  fo r m  o f  a d i a l e c t i c a l  s t y l e .  R o l e -  

t a k i n g  i s  now augmented by g r e a t e r  compre he ns i ve ne ss  and a c c u r ­

acy .  M o r a l  j u d g e m e n t  i s  now p r i n c i p l e d  and " l e s s  d i s t o r t e d  by 

c l a s s  and group b i a s e s "  than a r e  thos e  o f  s t a g e  f o u r . 2"* One now 

seeks  " i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  and i n c l u s i o n  w i t h i n  groups and c l a s ­

s e s  o t h e r  t h a n  o n e ' s  o w n . . . " 26 A u t h o r i t y ,  f u r t h e r  i n t e r n a l i z e d ,  

must now d e a l  w i t h  the  aw areness  o f  one ' s  own s u b j e c t i v i t y  due to  

o n e ' s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r o l e - t a k i n g  a b i l i t i e s  and a w a r e n e s s  o f  a 

m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  And w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  sy m b o l  and 

myth,  s t a g e  f i v e  r e p r e s e n t s  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  a second n a i v e t e .  

That  i s ,  one " s e es  th r oug h  the  symbol i c  medium" bo th  c r i t i c a l l y  

and p o s t - c r i t i c a l l y ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  pow er  o f  t h e  sym bo l  t o  

p r o v i d e  a new way o f  e n v i s i o n i n g  l i f e . " 2  ̂ S t a g e  f i v e  p e o p l e ,  

F o w l e r  c o n c l u d e s ,  mus t  e x i b i t  g e n u i n e  i n t e g r i t y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o
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t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween  v a l u e s  and b e l i e f s  and l i f e  a c t i o n s .  

S t age  s i x ;  U n i v e r s a l i z i n g  F a i t h

S tage  f i v e  pe op le ,  Fowle r  e x p l a i n s ,  w h i l e  w an t in g  i n c l u s i v e  

c om m un i ty  s t i l l  e x p e r i e n c e  p a r a d o x .  T h a t  i s ,  w h i l e  a f f i r m i n g  

o t h e r s  t h e y  s t i l l  f e e l  t h e m s e l v e s  b e i n g  d e n i e d .  T h i s  s e n s e  o f  

paradox  i s  coupled  w i t h  s t i l l  u n f e t t e r e d  f e e l i n g s  o f  d e f e n s i v e ­

n e s s  and e g o c e n t r i c i t y  w h i c h  makes t h e  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  o t h e r s  

d i f f i c u l t  and the  l i v i n g  beyond one ' s  t i e s  a s t r u g g l e .  S tage  s i x  

i s  r e a c h e d  when o n e ' s  " s e n s e  o f  o n e n e s s  o f  a l l  p e r s o n s  i s  n o t  a 

g l i b  i d e o l o g i c a l  b e l i e f  b u t  ha s  become a p e r m e a t i v e  b a s i s  f o r  

d e c i s i o n  and a c t i o n .  The p a r a d o x  h as  gone o u t  o f  b e i n g  f o r

o t h e r s ;  a t  s t a g e  s i x  one i s  b e i n g  m o s t  t r u l y  o n e s e l f .  [O ne ' s ]
29p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  the  u l t i m a t e  i s  d i r e c t  and immedia te . "  Com­

m u n i t y  now i s  u n i v e r s a l l y  i n c l u s i v e ,  one i s  i n  c om m un i t y  w i t h  

b e i n g .

At  s t a g e  s i x  one e x p e r i e n c e s  an " e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  s h i f t .  

Formal  o p e r a t i o n a l  t hough t  s e r v e s  the  s e l f ' s  g round ing  o f  i d e n ­

t i t y  w i t h  B e i n g .  The " u n i o n  o f  o p p o s i t e s  i s  no l o n g e r  e x p e r -
Q 1

i e n c e d  a s  p a r a d o x i c a l . "  R o l e - t a k i n g  now i n v o l v e s  t a k i n g  t h e  

p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  ap i d e a l ,  i n c l u s i v e  common w e a l t h  o f  b e i n g . ^  

" L o y a l t y  t o  B e i n g  i s  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  m o r a l  

r eason ing . . .The  bounds o f  s o c i a l  awareness  become u n i v e r s a l ,  bu t  

n o t  mere ly  in  an a b s t r a c t  s ens e .  A u t h o r i t y  i n h e r e s . . . i n  a h e a r t  

and  mind p u r i f i e d  o f  e g o i s t i c  s t r i v i n g  and a t t e n t i v e  t o  t h e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  Being.  An u l t i m a t e  coherence in f o rms  one ' s  o u t ­

l o o k . . . A  c o m p l e x  and p l u r a l  u n i t y  - w h i c h  c e n t e r s  on a o n e n e s s  

beyond bu t  i n c l u s i v e  o f  t he  d ep th  o f  the  a c t u a l i t y  they  m e d i a t e .

2 8

83



S t a g e  s i x  p e r s o n s  a r e  p r o f o u n d  s h a p e r s  and r e g e n e r a t o r s  o f

s y m b o l s  due t o  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  and
33p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  t r a n s c e n d e n t  a c t u a l i t y . "  At s t a g e  s i x  one can 

be i n c l u s i v e  from ou t  o f  t he  c e n t e r e d n e s s  o f  one ' s  own be ing .  

P r e - s t a g e ;  U n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  F a i t h  ( b i r t h  to  3-4)

F o w l e r  d o e s  a l s o  s p e a k  o f  a s t a g e  0 o r  p r e - s t a g e  o f  f a i t h .  

T h i s  p r e - s t a g e  f i r s t  a p p e a r s  i n  F o w l e r ' s  1974a p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  

h i s  t h e o r y  and  t h e n  d e s a p p e a r s  u n t i l  1980.  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  

t h i s  p e r i o d  i s  one ' s  p r e - c o n c e p t u a l ,  p r e l i n g u i s t i c  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  

l i f e ,  v i a  p r i m a l  o t h e r s  i n  w h i c h  " t h e  s e e d s  o f  t r u s t ,  c o u r a g e ,  

ho p e ,  and l o v e  a r e  f u s e d  i n  an u n d i f f e r e n i a t e d  way and c o n t e n d  

w i t h  sensed  t h r e a t s  o f  abandonment ,  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  and d e p r i v a ­

t i o n s . . . " ^  Also i d e n t i f i e d  as  p r e - s e l f c o n s c i o u s , Fowler  con tends

o n e ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t r u s t  and  so on " i n c l u d e s  r u d i m e n t a r y  b u t
3 Su n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f a i t h  k n o w i n g . "  F o r  o n e ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f

th e s e  q u a l i t i e s  " u n d e r l i e "  or  "undermine"  a l l  t h a t  comes l a t e r  in
36f a i t h  development .  One's movement ou t  to  s t a g e  one of  f a i t h  i s

c o n s t i t u t e d  by th e  "convergence  of  t hough t  and l anguage ,  opening
37up the  use of  symbols  in  speech and r i t u a l  p l ay . "  Fowle r  adds 

t h a t  as  a p r e - s t a g e ,  u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f a i t h  i s  l a r g e l y  i n a c c e s ­

s i b l e  to  h i s  k i n d  o f  r e s e a r c h .  ( F o w l e r  u t i l i z e s  t h e  f a c e -  t o -  

f a c e ,  s e m i - c l i n i c a l  i n t e r v i e w  fo r m a t ) .
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