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Christns and Popular Culture
Alber4’Stadt (BC South)

Caring for My Father’s World
Harry Cook (Alberta)

the Labour Day weekend more
than 130 registrants and their families
braved heavy rains to go to Cultus Lake,
British Columbia, to watch and discuss
film clips featuring, among others,
Michael Jackson and Madonna.
What have the West-Coast ICS con
ferences come to, you may wonder!
Actually, we did listen to four lectures by
Calvin College’s Dr. John Worst. His
topic, “Dancing in the Dark: Christians
and Popular Culture,” is also the title
of a book he recently co-authored with
other Calvin faculty.
We, and especially our young people,
are inundated with a barrage of messages
from television, music, radio, MTV and
movies. How do we respond to these
messages, which are often in contra
diction to our Christian values and
beliefs? What do we do about sex and
violence in the music and movies around
us? Worst listed four possible responses:
1. Separation. We could completely
reject popular culture. Remember the
CRC in the 1950’s? No movies, no TV,
no dancing. But forbidding our children

God cares for, and about, his creation.
Like a father does; like a mother does.
Some of this care occurs through the
agency of human beings. “This is My
Father’s World
Serving God in
Creation” was the topic of the 1991
Alberta I.C.S. Conference held August
2-5 at Deer Valley Meadows, near Red
Deer, Alberta.
Conference speaker was Dr. Uko
Zylstra, Professor of Biology at Calvin
College in Michigan. He was there with
Jane Zylstra and two of their children.
After a critique of the utilitarian view of
creation (“I’ll use it; it’s mine”) and the
ecocentric view (“human animals have no
more rights than non-human animals and
plants”), Zylstra presented us with a
Christocentric view based on Old Testa
ment (eg. the Year of Jubilee, the 8th
Commandment) and New Testament
(Romans 8) themes.
In a second lecture, participants
learned about the basis of such a
Christocentric view. Our calling to be
stewards arises out of God’s love com
mandment. This stewardship is a prim-

continued on page 4
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Brian Walsh

“When values collide.” “Christian
discipleship in a pluralist culture.” These
were the themes addressed at the 1991
Niagara family conference. Heavy topics
for a steamy long weekend in August.
But they are topics that seem to be
constantly before us as a Christian
community at the end of the twentieth
century.
There is, however, something not all
that new about these issues. Values have
been colliding in the world ever since the
fall, and pluralism has been the name of
the game at least since the tower of
Babel. Israel had to deal with the radical
plurality of the gods of the Ancient Near
East, whether they be the gods of Egypt,
Canaan, Moab or Babylon. The early
church had to confront the pantheon of
the Roman gods. And we today know
that our Christian life is still lived out of
the context of principalities and powers,
of idols and visions of life, that in fact
lead to death.
I know that this is a particularly sharpedged way of coming at the phenomenon
of pluralism and that what we really need
is a much more complex and nuanced
understanding than I am suggesting.
Nonetheless, it seems to me that if we
don’t begin with a recognition that there
are a plurality of idols and a plurality of
worldviews all vying for our allegiance,
then our more complex and nuanced
discussion will likely go off track.
Perhaps a good place from which to
get our bearings in this pluralist culture
is the book of Deuteronomy. The context
of this book is that the people of God
are poised on the edge of the promised
land
a promised land of idolatrous
pluralism! And in the covenant renewal
ceremony on the plains of Moab that this
book records for us, the Lord dwells on
the matter of memory
covenantal
memory. Consider the constant charge to
remember in chapter eight of this book.
—

—

Remember how the Lord your God led
you all the way in the desert these
forty years... (8:2)
do not forget the Lord your God,
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failing to observe his commandments...
(Sn)
...then your heart will become proud
and you will forget the Lord your God
who brought you out of Egypt, out of
the land of slavery... (8:14)
...rem em her the Lord your God, for it
is he who gives you the ability to
produce wealth, and so confirms his
covenant... (8:18)
If you ever forget the Lord your God
and follow other gods and worship and
bow down before them, I testify
against you today that you will surely
be destroyed. (8:19)
Why is there all this concern with
remembering, and with not forgetting? I
suggest that there are at least two
reasons for this. First, this memory, this
remembering, is formative for the very
identity of God’s people.
One of the temptations of Canaanite
polytheism
and one of the tempta
tions of liberal pluralism in our own day
is that God’s people lost their distinc
tive identity as a covenant people. In
Canaan, the temptation is that Yahweh
simply becomes another local deity, sub
sumed in the pantheon. In Canada, the
temptation is that Christian faith is
reduced to the personal spirituality of
people who, in the vast majority of their
lives, simply fit-in to the homogeneous
cultural spirit known as the Canadian
way of consumptive satiation and selfdirected security.
The book of Deuteronomy is written to
guard against precisely this kind of
homogeneity. Don’t forget who you are!
Don’t lost your identity as God’s people!
Because, says Deuteronomy (and indeed,
the whole Bible), if we lost that distinc
tiveness, simply fitting-in to our cultural
context, and if we no longer really expe
rience any collision of values (because we
all believe the same thing anyway, don’t
we?), then what is really going on isn’t
that we are liberally sitting on the fence
and being tolerant to all options, but
rather, we have abandoned Yahweh and
—

—

followed other gods. We have succumbed
to idolatry.
But how do we maintain that distinc
tiveness? Deuteronomy tells us that the
way to combat that slippage into idolatry
and liberal homogeneity is by remember
ing the story of Yahweh’s mighty act of
liberation, and by telling and retelling
that story. Who are we? What is our
identity? We are liberated slaves. We
are people who have been graciously led
on an exodus journey of redemption.
Forget that and we are dead. Remem
ber it, and life is opened to us. Fall into
covenantal amnesia and we will follow
idols. Maintain covenantal memory and
paths of new life open before us. We are
a story-formed people. Our very identity
depends upon a remembering of that
story. Surely this is why the Eucharist is
the centre of our life togetheL
There is, however, a second reason
why Deuteronomy finds it necessary to
remind Israel not to forget, out there on
the plains of Moab. And that reason is
related to another temptation of Canaan.
Wealth, satiation and security can also
breed covenantal amnesia. It is hard to
remember that you were once a slave
after a few generations of freedom. It is
hard to remember that you were an
exodus people when you have a mortgage
and your roots are starting to run deep.
It is hard to remember the miracles of
manna and water in the desert when
your belly is full and you’ve got hot and
cold running watet
Satiation breeds forgetfulness. The
lifestyle of consumptive satiation in our
culture is one of the greatest threats to
our distinctiveness as Christians. That
is why we need to come together and
remind each other of our identity as
God’s people. We need to foster and
deepen our sense of identity as God’s
people in this pluralist culture.
Deuteronomy will tell us that one of
the central ways to maintain that sense
of distinctive identity is by remembering
and meditating upon our founding story
the story of redemption powerfully
told in the Scriptures. But it is important
to note that this is not a passive
memory. This covenantal memory is not
a reactionary nostalgia for the good old
days. We don’t remember the story of
redemption so that we can be a smug
community unto ourselves in a pluralist
culture. Rather, this is a memory that
breeds action.
This is a subversive memory that
results in observing the commands of the
Lord and walking in his ways. It is a
covenantal memory that results in
covenantal obedience. and surely to
challenge each other in liberating paths
of obedience in the totality of our lives
is what the Christian community is all
about.
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ICS Supporters Reach New
Heights
Reinder J. Klein
As mountains go, Hudson’s Bay Moun
tain overlooking the sleepy BC town of
Smithers isn’t all that impressive. At
something over 8000 feet it certainly is
no Everest or Matterhorn, nor even a
Mount Baker. For ordinary folk, however,
who break into a sweat just thinking
about walking to the nearest mailbox,
Hudson’s Bay is huge, impossibly vast
and unreachably high.
ICS supporters are generally not of the
kind that run a marathon before break
fast and knock off a mountain or two
during lunch. We tend to be a little sed
much too mature,
entary, dare I say
really, for all this huffing and puffing
muscle and sweat stuff.
It is therefore worthy of some note
that six ICS supporters not only hiked
up the boulder strewn slopes of massive
Hudson’s Bay, but actually managed to
—

clamber all the way to the summit!
There, at the very highest point, en
cased in a metal box jammed into a crag,
is a “guest book”, placed there by the
Smithers Alpine Society. Let it be known
to posterity that the names of these
members and friends of ICS are rec
orded in the book on top of Hudson’s
Bay Mountain: John Bakker, Harry
Kruisselbrink, Fred Reitsma, Anne
and Arnie VanderHeyden, and
Reinder Klein.
Alternatively blasted by wet snow,
warmed by brilliant sunshine and enve
loped by the mist of clouds, we six were
treated again and again to spectacular
scenes of indescribable beauty.
Our God is truly great, his handiwork
magnificent, his grace as permanent and
vast as the mountains.
Praise Him!

—

This meditation was first presented at
the 1991 ICS Niagara Family ConferenceE

Nearing the summit. From left: Anne and Arnie VanderHeyden, Fred Reitsma, John
Bakker and Harry Kruisselbrink.
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con tinued from page 1
to watch or listen will simply cause them
to do so behind our backs and beyond
our control.
2. Acceptance. We could even make
some money by becoming part of the
entertainment industry.
3. Adaptation. We could offer Chris
tian substitutes suth as Christian
contemporary music or Christian movies.
Unfortunately these usually offer little
analysis into the issues and they often
are of low quality.
4. Exploration. This was the Worst
choice. Or, should I say, this was Worst’s
best choice. He listed this choice as
being risky but necessary. We must
listen to the music our children listen to
and watch some of their favourite TV
shows with them. Only then can we intel
ligently discuss content and message.
Worst then gave us guidelines for evalu
ating popular music through its structure
and its function.
But what do we do about all the gar
bage around us? And certainly there is a
lot of garbage in popular culture. Is
censorship an option that Christians

should push for? Worst said “no.”
Though censorship can protect com
munity values, it limits the free exchange
of ideas. Censorship may shelter us and
keep us comfortable, but it stifles
creativity and endangers the church’s
witness to the world. The trade-offs are
too great. It is more valuable for us to
take the difficult route of helping our
children understand why something is
not worthwhile than to try and ban it.
Also at the conference were insightful
workshops on related topics including
Advertising, Christian Music,
Approaches to Literature, and Forming
Opinions.
As a young adult who values listening
to certain popular music, I found John
Worst’s lectures and comments helpful in
relating to the popular culture around
me. Parents received valuable hints for
exploring the confusing jumble of
messages aimed at their children.
This was a relevant conference for
everyone, and a well-organized and
smoothly-mn one to boot.

Speaker John Worst, tickling the ivories.

Pop(’s) music?
SCS-BC’s Lee l-Toflaar, picking strings.

“And the winners are.... “Tim Tolkamp (left) and an exuberant Ron Donkersloot
whoop it up with young buddies after winning neat game at BC-South conference.
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Mission and Goals

THE MISSION
The Institute for Christian Studies seeks to honour and proclaim Jesus Christ as
the Redeemer of life and the Renewer of thought and learning. ICS carries out this
mission by
• engaging in scholarship that reveals: the religious roots of all learning and
contributes to a scripturally-directed understanding of our world, and by
• equiping men and women for scholarly nd other vocations through unique
programs of graduate level education.

THE GOALS
• to provide doctoral and master’s level pro

grams of study which give expression to scrip
turally directed scholarship;
t to guide students in developing Christian in-.
sight in their chosen areas of study;
to prepare acadeihicàlly-gifted students for
careers as college or university professors;
t to engage in research which deepens Christian
understanding in various fields of knowledge, es
pecially regarding those basic philosophical issues
which reveal the religious roots of all learning;.

speaki-ng
the truth in love,
we are to grow up
in every way
into him
who is the Head,
that is, Christ,,..”
(Ephesians 4:15)

2 “ON THE MOVE”

t to facilitate the publication and distribution of
scholarly hooks and articles written by ICS facul
ty and other Christian scholars, as a resource for
Christian higher eduation and as a Christian
voice in the wider. academic world;
to sponsor conferences, lecture series, courses
and other activities to share the fruit of Christian
scholarship and thereby to assist Christians in
implementing a faithful walk of life.

President’s Message
The phrase “On the move!” nicely captures
some key features of the 1990-91 year at the
Institute for Christian Studies.
Physical Move
It began with ICS “on the move” in the literal
sense when, after eighteen years on the fourth
floor of 229 College Street, we moved our entire
operation to fully renovated quarters on the
second floor. Leaving the fourth floor was like
saying goodbye to an old friend. However, the
Institute’s move was accompanied by a sense of
excitement and anticipation.
We are deeply grateful that 229 College Street
now wears a fresh new face, and that we have a
new home well-suited to our calling in God’s
Kingdom. We look forward to experiencing the
blessings God has in store for us here in the years
to come.

Future Move
The move to new facilities helped spur ICS to
be “on the move” in another important sense
planning 1oi the future. Mindful of the fact that
1992 will mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
opening of the Institute, the Board of Trustees
actively encouraged the persistent work of its
Strategic Planning Committee.
Following wide consultation in the ICS com
munity, this comrnitte has begun formulating
proposals in such key areas as faculty
enhancement, student services and program
development. The planning process has con
tributed to a l)ositi’e and forward-looking mood
at ICS,

Pursuing the Mission
Concern for facilities and finances should not
detract us from the central mission of ICS: pro
viding graduate level teaching and research, The
past year saw solid achievement continue in the
pursuit of this mission. This Report highlights
various aspects of the work of the faculty in
developing Christian scholarship and in teaching.
Highlights
At last fall’s Convocation we honoured eight
graduates from our three master’s programs. Our
doctoral program continued to develop, with sev
eral candidates nearing the completion of’
dissertations. And our graduates continue to find
key places of service, both inside and outside
academic institutions. In these ordmary features
of the life of a graduate school ICS received more
than its share of blessings in 1990-91.
We praise God for a very good year. And we
enter 1991-92 in a buoyant mood, hopeful of
continued and increasing opportunites to serve
our Lord.

President 1)r. 1-Larry Fernhout (seated)

conferring

with Vice President Administration

ROSS Iliortini CI.

Financial Moves
Our spirits have also l)een buoyed by the
remarkable I’eSpol]se to our “Open l)oors”
campaign to raise the funds for our 199(1-91 oper
ating budget. We began the year with a projected
deficit ut S 100,000, and additional needs of
$120,000 to finish and furnish the new facilities.
By year’s end these anticipated shortfalls had
been met, together with all our other budgetary
obligations! For the first time in more than a
dozen years I(’S did not incur a deficit.
The fact that a graduate school which relies
primarily on voluntary gifts has survived for
twenty-four years is truly amazing. ‘l’hat this
graduate school was enabled to finish 1990-91
with a balanced budget tills us with awe and
thanksgiving to the Giver of all good gifts.

ICS Annual Report
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Programs and Courses
PROGRAMS
Doctor of Philosophy r1he Ph.l). program is
offered by ICS in cooperation with the Free
I Jniversity of Amsterdam, which grants the degree.
The comprehensive 48-month program combines
seminars, teadings, examinations, research, and a
dissertation in philosophy or the philosophy of a
discipline. Nonnally, students eligible for the prii
gi-am have previously obtained TCS’s Master of
Philosophical Foundat{ons degree; The doctoral
program is intended for those who wish to become
college or university professors.
Master of Philosophical Foundations rllhe M.
Phil, P. degree program is a two- to three.year ac
credited course of study. It is designed ft)r those
who wish a thorough, acadwniç approach to the
foundational issues in their field of study as a
means of developing their Christian understand
ing imd who may eventually intend to pursue-doc
toral studies.

Worldview Studies This masters program is
designed to hell) professionals develop a Christian
approach to their vocations such that their rela
tionship with God is not only personally engaging
hut culturally relevant as well. The program is
directed to people in various prolssions whø
already have an undergraduate degree but want to
develop Cln-itian perspective in tlieii work.
Education This master’s program offers the
opportunity to develop a Christian viSion (>1 the
hature and puipose of education. It is designed
for practicing teachers or those who Intend to
become teachers.
The Special Studies Program ‘Ibis is a nom
degree progran] that offers a flexible way tO
pursue a Christian perspective in the areas of
one’s, interest. It ii lhr those who wish to select a
corn hinatiOn of courses of most interest to them.

COURSES
1990—91
(ienetal
Bi bli cal Foundations
Philosophical Foundations
iiiterdiscipluiary Seminar
(uided Readings
Systematic Philosophy
Fpistemology
Ontology

i

History of Philosophy
I ‘rohiems and ‘l’hemes
TOWOId a Philosophy of
the History ol Philosophy
Philosophical Theology
‘[heologir al A hth roja ilogy
Systematic Theology
F cu in oni c-al F ccl osiol ogy
Aesthetics
Sys t e in ti tic A eat hot
Political Theory
Liheruhsrn
Philosophy of history
and Ilistoriography
Hi,t oriogiaphy

-
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ICS Staff
From I to r, Margarct
Schomnaker, Ross Mortirni’r.

Harry ternbout, Anna Ovi’rweg,
Cynthia Frazrr, fhn Meiboorn,
Mail Bonro, Riinder Klein

FELLOWS OF TIlE
INSTITUTE
A.B. Cramp, Ph.D.,
Lecturer in Economics,
Cambridge University

ACADEMIC ADMINISTRATION
Harry Fernhout, Ph.D., President
Hendrik Hart, Ph.D., Registrar and Director
of Doctoral Studies
Brian Walsh, Ph.I)., I)irector of Worldview
Studies
Robert E. VandeiVennen, Ph.I)., I)irectoz;
1docationai Seivices

Dorothe Bmzo, BA.. Acadeiriic Adrninistrntive
Assistniit

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Ross Mortinier, Vice-President/,4dministration
Mat t Bonzo. Student Recruitment
Cynthia Fraee, AthninstVrative Assistant
Reinder 1iei n, Director of Corn munica tion
Gerry Klingenberg, Accountant
,john Meihoorn, 1)irector of Development

Anna Overweg, Secretaiy/Receptionist
Mitigate I Schoerna ker, (‘oin puter Records
(‘oordina br’

V

Bob Goudzwaard, Ph.D.,
Professor of Economics,

V

Flee University in Amsterdam
Sander Griffloen, Ph.D.,
Professor vi Social
Philosophy,
Free University in Amsterdam
H. Evan Ruilner,
M.Th.,Ph.D.,
Thoiessor ol Phihisophj

V

V

Eniiitzis,

V
V

Calvin (‘ollege
Peter A. Schouls, Ph.D.,
Piibssor of Philosophy,
University vi Alberta
M.D. Stafieu, Ph;D.,
Lecturer in Physics,
I,trevht, The Netherlands
Johannes van der Hoeven,
Ph.D.,
Professor of lfistory
of’ Modern Phlh)sOphy

Free University in. Amsterdam

ICS Annual Report
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Senior Members
ADJUNCT SENIOR MEMBER
CT. Mdntire, Ph.D.,
Professor of Ihatori,’,

Trinity College, University of
lOrOfltO, ‘Rronto, ()N

After returning from a lecture tour in South Africa.
Dr. Paul Marshall (Political Theory) resumed
his usual program at the Institute and in the com
munity. Last year his research focused on human
tights, toleration and pluralism. He has spoken
widely on these topics, served as Chair of the
Social Action Committee of’ the Evangelical Fellow
ship of Canada (a role which ties in closely with his
work), and published many popular and scholarly
articles over the year.
Paul will spend this year as guest proiessor at
Junia Ia College in Pennsylvania.

ADJUNCT FACULTY
Robert Bruinsma, Ph.D.
Professor of Education,
The King’s College.
Edmonton, AB
Albert E. Greene, Jr., Ph.D.
• Lu’, utipi’ Dirts tar,
Alta Vista College,
Seattle, WA
Bob Hudspith, M. Eng., Dr. Hendrik Hart (Systematic Philosophy) be
1.o tur,’r, McMaster University, gan this year speaking
at the Greenbelt Festival in
Hamilton, ON
England.
In
September
Henk began his normal
Alyce Oosterhuis, Ph.D.,
Pt o,frssor of Ed. Psyt holo’i,’, taaching and supervision schedule (one M. Phil.F.
‘[he King’s College, and seven Ph.!). students). Henk’s administrative

Edmonton, AB
William Rowe, PhD..

Professor of Philosophy,
University’ of Scranton,
Scranton, PA

Stan Skarsten, D.S.W.,
institute of Family Living,
Toronto, ON
Mary Stewart Van l.eeuwen,
Ph.D. , Pr,tft’sts)r of

responsibilities include Registrar and Ph.D.
Program I)irector.
Search for Cousin unity in A Withering Tz’adithrn,
a landmark philosophical dialogue between Kal
Nielson and Hart
9 was published in November.
This fitll l-lenk will retw’ui front sabbatical and
resume his normal teaching schedule.

Dr. James Olthuis (Philosophical Theology)
began this year presenting at. the (ireenbelt
Festival in England. His normal schedule started
up in September, including classes and supervision
of 10 students (five of whom are Phi.).), including
two who completed their theses.
Jim’s publications have included additions to an
ongoing dialogue with [)t’. ,Iohn I). (‘aputo, a well
known (‘atholic i)econstructionist philosopher. In
addition to his ICS work and as a psychotherapist,
.Jjrn served on a committee for (‘itizens for Public
,Justic’e which presented a brief to the Royal (‘nm—
mission on New Rept’oduct ive ‘l’echnologies.
‘Ibis Iill ,Jim begins a sabbatical.

hth’riiisc. Studies, also

Calvin College,
Grand Rapids. Ml
Harm

Van Brummelen, Ph.D.,
Pro fesst ‘r if Lducatio,i,

‘trinity Western University,
Lingley, BC
John Van Dyke, Ph.D.,
Pro fess,’t of Phil, mid bL,

ljordt College,
Sioux Center, Iowa
Bob Wauzzinski, Ph.D.,
Asot iii,’ Pu ‘fm’ss a
Whihvorth College,

Spokane. WA
Albert M. Wolters, Ph.D.,
Prof of ‘1 heal. and Cltus. I aiç
Redeenwr College,
Ancaster, ON

Dr. George Vandervelde’s (Systematic
Theology) woi’k at the Institute this year included
his classes and the supervision of two students
Lambert Zuidervaart, Ph.D., (one Phi)., one M. Phil. F.). His research has
Professor ,tf Philosophy. focused on Ecumenism and Spirituality. A highlight
Calvin College, this year was his trip to Budapest, Hungary, for the
Grand Rapids, Ml World Evangelical Fellowship
Roman Catholic
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Consultation. This was one of many conferences
which George participated in during the past year.
This year George will be chairing the
Interdisciplinary Seminar.
As I)irector of the Worldview Studies Program Dr.
Brian Walsh (Woridview Studies) supervised 11
students and taught various courses, as well as
finishing two hooks. The Worldview Studies Prograin was reviewed by the ICS Senate this past
spring, and received high commendation and
SUpl)Ot’t.

Brian’s research is varied; the divei’se needs of
his students allow him to delve into many different
topics, from a study ol’ envLronmental issues to
New Testament study with Oxford University
scholar N. Thomas Wright over the summer. In
addition to his Institute work, Brian served as vicechair of the national Board of Citizens for Public
,lustice.
Part of Brian’s work this coming year will focus
on health and wholeness.

Dr. Eduardo Echeverria (History of Philosophy)
joined ICS for one year as our Senior Member in
History of Philosophy. He taught a regular course
load and supervised students,
Bd has accepted a position at Molloy College in
Roki’illp Centre, New York, and began there this
lull. We thank ld Thr his work at ICS and wish him
God’s blessing in his new position.
Dr. Calvin Seerveld (Aesthetits) began the year
with his usual course load. As well as his M.Phil.F.
classes, Cal taught an evening course in the
Worldview Studies program. l)uring the second
semester he was on a teading/writing leave.
(al resumes his leaching schedule this foIl.
Dr. Lambert Zuidervaart (Adjunct Faculty,
Aesthetics) was a visiting professor from

Calvin

College for the second semester. Lanthert taught
Philosophical Aesthetics, as well as participating in
the Interdisciplinary Seminar. He is an alumni of
the Institute, and we were pleased to have hini and
his wife, Joyce Rekker, back among us.
Lam be rt returned to Giand Rapids in May, and
will resume his normal schedule at Calvin,

Junior Members
Convocation 1990
rlhinking Globally: The World Wide Challenge
of Christian Higher Education” was the title of
Dr. Paul Schrotenboer’s convocation address
delivered last Nov. 9 to the Institute’s assembled
guests and its seven new graduates.
The topic was fitting, for on this occasion
degrees were conferred on citizens of seven differ
ent countries, a telling and inspiring indication
that the global impact of the Institute’s reputation
and perspective is “on the move”.
The graduates and their programs were:

International Flavour
Countries besides Canada represented at ICS
last year were the U.K., U.S.A., Japan, Australia,
Indonesia and Korea. This international flavour
shows that ICS is indeed on the move by
“thinking globally.”

M.Phil.F.
Nicholas Ansell (England)
,lacques Fauqueux (Switzerland)
Masters Program in Woridview Studies
l)enise Natishan (United States)
Iskander Kisman Saber (Indonesia)
Masters Program in Education
Esther Ajax (Sierre Leone)
Hilda Roukema (Canada)
V. Matthew Thomas (India)
ICS Graduates on the Move
[o date there are 57 bearers of ICS degrees
abroad in the world, most of whom (85’i) have
gone on to further. graduate studies. Almost l()
alumni are now engaged in teaching in North
American colleges, universities and seminaries.

Enrolment Statistics
In the 199(1-91 academic ycat, 55 students were
enrolled in graduate studies at II’S :11 full-time
and 24 part-time, 14 in Ph.D. programs.
Besides those in the doctoral programs, 14
other full-time students were in the M. Phil.F.
course, two were pursuing the Master’s program
in Woridview Studies, and one the Special
Studies option.
Of the ‘24 part-time students, 22 were in
the Woridview Studies program, the two others
following the education profile.

ICS Annual Report
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DevelOpment and Growth
AWARENESS RAISING
Perspective, the ICS’s newsletter published six
times per year, kept members and subscribers
up-to-date about what was happening at the
Institute.

During the ICS phone-a-thon, held April 841,
IC’S supporters were personally requested to con
sider making a pledge to the Institute.

Advertising in Christian periodicals and educa
tional handbooks exposed the Christian càmmunity
at large to the existence and the perspective of the
Institute. You may have already seen the first of a
new series of ads which asked, then answered, a
series of questions about ICS: “What?” arid
‘Where?” are already in circulation with “Why?”
and “Who?” soon to appear.

Letters to supporting churches kept them in
formed of activities at ICS and requested their
suppQrt by way of cillections.

Community promotional activities such as
doffee socials, potluck suppers and pulpit
addresses presented the constituency with the
personal side of the Institute.
FUNIRAISING
Membership appeals encouraged IC’S wellwishers to make a commitment to IC’S by
becoming a member. At $60 per year, membership
includes a subscription to Perspective.
OPEN DOORS 90/91 mail campaign was so
successful that it allowed the Institute to meet all
its financial obligations for the first time in 12
years.

Personal calls on IC’S supporters were made on a
regular basis right across Canada.

RECRUITING
IC’S tried to increase its enrolment through a
number of specific recruiting activities.
Advertising in publications which specifically
target potential students was an efficient way to
approach wide audiences.
Academic calenders, posters, and information
were sent to IC’S contact people on the campuses
of North American colleges and universities.
Personal visits such as chapel speeches.
informational presentations, and exhibits on
campuses rounded out the• recruiting task.
Professors assisted in this task whenever they had
an opportunity to visit other institutions.
ASSOCIATIONS
IC’S also seeks to further its aims through its
membership in a variety of organizations.
CCCC, the Canadian Council of Christian
Charities, continually investigates and shares
opportunities and avenues to the financial well
being of groups that depend on the generosity of
their supporters for their very existence.
CSS, the Christian Stewardship Services,
assists the Institute in two ways, First, it offers
supporters of the IC’S cost-free advice on a
stewardly lifestyle; secondly, this more stewardly
management of funds can, and often does, result
in increased planned giving to the IC’S.
Through CS!, Christian Schools International,
IC’S not only constantly refreshes its contacts with
the Christian academic community, but participates
in a number of the employee benefits which CSJ
offers.
EFC, the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, is
ICS’s link with current Christian thought, voice and
• action on the Canadian political, social and educa
tioal scene.

8

‘ON THE MOVE”

Educational Services
FAMILY CONFERENCES
Three ICS Family Conferences were held in
August and September, 1990:
ONTARIO: CreatiOn Waits with keynote speaker
Lorne Wilkinson; ALBERTA: Challenge and
Insights for a New Decade with speaker Bert
Witvoet; BRITISH COL(JIVIBTA: World of
Wonders with Uko Zyistra.
LECTURES, SEMINARS AND
ADDRESSES
Friends of ICS and members of it academic
community enjoyed a number of scholarly events:
September
Prof. Johannes Van der Hoeven of the Free
University presented a paper entitled “Gadamer
on Mediation: rfhe Hegelian Strand in his
Herineneutics.”
Professor Hisakazu hiagaki of the Christian
University of ‘Tokyo spoke on “PostiModerii
Japanisni.”
November
‘l’he convocation iddress was delivered by
T)i-. Paul Sebrotenhoer, “‘I’hinking Globally: ‘[‘he
Worldwide Challenge of Christian Higher
Educl ion Today.”
January
Sander Griftioen of the Free University asked:
flait We ‘l’olerate Pkiralisin?”
June
“(‘bristianity and the Classics TI Heginnings: lii
the Context of 1-lellenistic ,Iudaism and
Gnosticism” was chaired by Wendy Relleman,
“J{unioiii-s of Glory: Biui:e (ockhuin & (.hiistian
ftiItli in a post-modern world,” was led by senior
niein her Brian Walsh a nil junior member ,J
Richard Middleton.
July
N. l’honiih Wright offered a two-day conference on
‘l’he Peujile and the Book.”
-

BOOK SALES
In 1990-91 ICS had in inventory about 50 book
titles (most of them produced by ICS) and 100
titles of academic papers (produced by ICS
faculty and students) for sale to students and other
interested individuals; they were promoted chiefly
through the advertisements on the back page of
Perspective. Offering these materials was an
important way for IC’S to keep in touch with its
supporters and keel) them informed and excited
about ICS. -It also brought in $18,000 iti,revenue in
1990-91 and provided a constniëtive outlet for the

research coming from ICS.

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES
rrhr()ugh its correspondence courses, ICS offered
interested students a flexible way to take
advaiitage of a range of [CS courses:
Christian Woridview, Brian Walsh;
Science in a Christian Perspective, Bob
VanderVennen;
Christian Schools: Their Bases, Goals and
Practices, Han-n Van Biwnmvelen;
Christian Views of History, (T Melntire:
Technology in a Christian Perspective Charles
C. Adams;
Introduction to the Economy, Jasper Lesage
Encounter with Sociology, Robert L.
MacLnz’key.

BOOKS PUBLISHED
ICS and lndersitv Press of America jointly
iuhhsliod Iwo hooks:
1
Noi to unci (ontet in the Social Sciences, edited
by Sander (riflioen and Jaii Verhoogt, and Search
(or LonmmuniI in a Withei-ing Tradition:
(.‘oni’e,’.sations between a Marxian A theist and a
(akiziian Christian, by Heridrik Hart and Kai
Nielsen.
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Future DIrection
The face of world-wide Christianity is changing
rapidly, and with it the face of Christian higher
education. In Canada and the U.S. the rapid
growth of undergraduate Christian education has
brought about an intense need for professors
trained in integral Christian scholarship. The
explosive growth of Christianity in Africa and the
Far East has created an immense opportunity for
Christian educational leadership. In the face of
these opportunities, ICS cannot stand still, but
must grow to meet new challenges.

Throughout 1990-91, the Institute’s Strategic
Planning Committee grappled with the task of
shaping proposals for the Institute’s future. The
Committee has identified several key areas for
future action:
Faculty Enhancement. To meet current and
future challenges ICS needs a more well-rounded
representation of disciplines in its curriculum and
a wider range of expertise in its faculty. ICS is
currently engaged in an intensive process of
identifying specific fields for faculty expansion.
Student Services. ICS is seeking to develop an
improved program to attract students to ICS and
to meet their needs while at IC’S.
Scholarships and Bursaries. At publicly
funded institutions, graduate students are heavily
subsidized, ICS must develop a stronger program
to enable students, particularly from overseas, to
benefit from a Christian graduate education.
Library. The ICS Library needs to be modernized
andupgraded to facilitate its role as a vital
resource for Christian scholarship.
Finances. Ways and means must he found to
place the work of IC’S on a long-term, more
reliable financial footing.
ICS looks forward with excitement and
anticipation to the refinement and implementation
of these plans in 1991-92 and beyond.

RUNA
‘The Institute continues to be an active
participant hi discussions aimed at the future

deve]opment of a Reformed University iii North
America (RUNA). With seven other institutions,
the Institute is exploring the possibility of
coordination and cooperation in the further
development of graduate-level programs offering
integral Christian. teaching and research, ‘Uhe
Board of Trustees has endoised a working paper
sketching the vision and framework tor a
consortium-based university, and has commit ted
the Institute to a cooperative role in this project.

10

ON TI-fE MOVE”

-I

Finances
ICS Comparative Budget and Financial Statements 1988-92
($000’s)
General
Fund

1990-91
Actual
Budget

1991-92
Budget

Revenue
1)ues and [)onatjong
AACS Foundation
Churches
Tuition
Educational Services
Other
Investment Income

1989-90
Actual

1988-89
Actual

$398.9
71.3
80.4
79.3

$400.5
67.3.
69.6
79.8

55.2

63.3

9.1
128.0
$817.6

-

Total

1990-91 Actual

$475.0
75.0
95,0
75.0
56.0
3.0
154.0

$578.6
106.3
98,3
53.2
57.3
137.8

2.9.
162.6

$1,i07.6

$933.0

$1,036.7

$850.6

5.2

-

s and
-ions

Other
1% EEZ
.

$591.6
107(1
110.0
75.0
56.()
3.0
165.0

-

-

Churches
9%
Tuitio
5%

10%

Expenditures
Academic Expenditure
Educational Services
Student Aid
Administration

$412.1
60.9
80.0

-

216.0
174.2
164.4

Development
Building
Finance

.

$384.6
63.9
80.0
[99.7
L58.0
154,0

——

Total

-

lOS Revehue

-

—

-

$1,107.6

$1,0402

$1,017.2

$0.0

($107.2)

$19.5

Fxcess/(Shortfall),.

$381.5
58.7
74.2
l15.8
155.2
97.5

$362.5
79A

$952.9

$906.6

($102.3)

($89.0)

$362.2
66.1
56.7
207.9
179.5
142:7
2.1
-

56.
158.3
129:0
60.1
60.4

lOS Expenses
1990-91 Actual
Ed.
-fl--4cademic
Servie,es
7J \= ==Exçnses
StudenI:
-

“

BuiIdñg

•;:ij.

re
fRevenueLiExpendi
u
t

-

pmer

18°/6
($000s)
$1200
$1100

THE BOTTOM LINE

/

[: i,

$1000
$900
$800
$700
91-92 Bud
Revenue
$1107.6
Expenditure
$1107.6
[yariance$O
-

90-91 Act
$1036.7
$1017.3
$19.4

88-89 Act

.

j

‘Z:

$850.6
$952.9
-$102.3

$817.6
$906.6

Instead of an anticipated $107,200 shortfall, ICS
rejoiced to finish the 1990-91 academic year with
an excess of $19,500; or $126,700 above plan!

NEXT YEAR
A balanced budget is anticipated for the 1991-92
school year, the 25th year of oi5eration for ICS.
Our expectations for continued giving, both from
Dues and Donations and from Churches are high,
but we foresee inevitable increases in operating
costs. Therefore, through the course of this
academic year, we crave your prayers for the work
of ICS and your continued generous support.

ICS Annual Report
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Senate and Trustees
1990-91 SENATE
Staff Senators
Harry Femhout, Ph.D.
George Vandervelde, Ph.D.
Paul Marshall, Ph.D.

Board-appointed Senators
Barbara Carvil, Ph.D.,
Professor, Calvin College,
Grand Rapids, Michigan
Kenneth Hermann,
Kent State University, Ohio
Leo Jonker, Ph.D.
Professor, Queen’s University,
Kingston, Ontario
Robert MacLarkey, Ph.1).,
Pro lessor, Redeemer College,
Ancaster, Ontario
Barbara Pell, Ph.D.,
Professor, Trinity Western University,
Langley, British Columbia
Ed Piers, Ph.D.,
Professor, University of British Columbia,
Vancouver, British Columbia
Peter A. Schouls, Ph.D.,
Professor, University of Alberta,
Edmonton, Alberta
Gordon Spykman, Th.D.,
Professor, Calvin College,
Grand Rapids, Michigan
Jasper Lesage, Ph.D.,
Professor, Dordt College,
Sioux Center, Iowa

Junior Member-appointed Senators
Steven Martin
,Jamas Leach

‘Cs
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THE INSTITUTE
FOR CHRISTIAN STUDIES

229 College Street,
Toronto, Ontario M5T 1R4

1990-91 BOARD
OF TRUSTEES
Region 1: British Columbia
Harro Van Brummelen, Ph.D.
Region 2: Alberta
Durk De Jong
Stuart Williams
Region 3: Midwest
Calvin Jongsma
Region 4: Eastern U.S.A.
Alan Toth
Region 5: Southwest Ontario
Marvin l)e Vries
Region 6: Niagara
(vacant)
Region 7: Central Ontario
* ,John Jeronimus, Treasurer
* FredReinders, Chair
* Rev. Homer Samplonius, Secretary
Region 8: Eastern Canada
Rev. John Gioen
Membersat-large:
* Wendy Helleman, Ph.D.
* ,loe Koole
• Simon Kouwenhoven
* Rev, Henry Lunshof
* Aukje Wonnacott
*

Executive Committee

[CS Conferences

Caring
continued from page 1

Calvin’s Uko
i giving pointers about God’s world at Deer VallQv Meadows,
near Red Deer, Alberta.

Rev. Neil Vriend, who led worhip service
at Alberta conference.

Advance Notice
North
Theme: Human Rights

Canada

I aol Marshall
—

The singing was excellent.

BC Conferences ‘92
South

ii

Speaker: ICS Senior Member
Date: July 31

—

ary purpose of human life. It was a good
idea, in my view, to come hack to the
environmental topic because large
individual and corporate responsibilities
remain to he dealt with.
Workshops by Alberta speakers were
well attended and received. Gary
Duthler, Joanne Tamming, Larry Vande
Griend, Jack Westerhof and John
Hiemstra each spoke about their efforts
in their own workplace to be responsible
workers.
During the morning service on Sunday,
at which Rev. Neil Vriend preached
about Genesis 1, music was provided by
various members of the Vriend family
(but not Neil) and a few friends. Singing,
in response, was excellent.
The atmosphere at the conference
was warm and friendly. Hats off to the
organizers of this successful conference.
It was good to meet old friends and to
make new ones.

August 3, 1992

Theme: The Family in the

21st Century
,peaker: ICS Sessional Lecturer
Diane Marshall
7, 1992
Date: September 4
—
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Living for Jesus
Irene Bakker (BC-North)
We met on the weekend of August 3-5
to tackle the broad topic “Living for
Jesus,” with pastor Jack Hielema as our
main speaker.
Some of us camped, others came for a
day, or each day, from nearby Smithers,
Telkwa and Houston. There were about
140 adults plus some 120 children and
teens.
We met under our faithful (but by now
rather tattered) parachute, though it
threatened to “go jump in the lake”
during strong winds Saturday morning.
It was a challenging weekend. How do
we live for Jesus? At Tyee Lake in
August we made a start at working to
ward some answers to that question. EJ

Gathered snugly under the somewhat tattered parachute at Tyee Lake, BC-North.

Bruce Cockburn: Christians
in a Post- Modern World
Veronica Aukema
On June 21 and 22, twelve or so of us
much
sat around a table at the ICS
like the original disciples
to study
Bruce Cockburn, gleaning information
about his life in stages through the lyrics
on his albums. Our group was as diverse
as Cockburn’s own music.
Presenters/Guides were J. Richard
Middleton and Brian J. Walsh. Attenders
were ardent fans of many a religious
flavour, regular ICS students, students
with serious academic interest in Bruce
Cockburn (a “thank you” must go to Lisa
Smith who shared part of her excellent
paper on Cockburn) and at least one
Cockburn sceptic
me.
We divided Cockburn’s journey into
four stages: the “Pre-Modern” stage of
the searching troubadour, the “A-Mod
ern” stage (a-modern sensitivities) of the
joyous believer, the “Modern” stage of
the urban realist, and the “PostModern” stage of the passionate pro
phet. Cockburn’s interconnected move—

—

—

ment through nature to God and then
through the difficulties of life was traced
in his music as we were taken on a jour
ney from album to album.
Middleton and Walsh’s use of Walter
Brueggemann’s book The Message of the
Psalms was for me a useful tool in study
ing Cockburn’s journey. The Psalms cover a variety of messages bringing us
through Orientation, Disorientation and
Re-Orientation. It was helpful to be reas
sured that there was room in the Bible
for us to work out our faith before God.
In the Psalms, people were distraught
by life’s experiences (Communal/per
sonal Laments
Psalms 13, 35, 74, 88
and 109) and part of the cure, as it were,
was that of “owning pain” as a step
toward healing (Psalm 137). Understand
ing the path to healing offered by the
Psalms led us to walk softly through
Cockbum’s stage of disorientation as the
framework of Cockburn’s life “came
apart at the seams” in the earky 1980s.
—

Richard Middleton made a short pre
sentation within the conference on
Cockburn’s use of album covers to
reflect the total presentation. The study
of when and where songs were written
and on what album they appear also
helped us to see Cockburn as “Artist” in
a larger context.
The fourth stage of Cockburn’s work
(post-modern) was for us the most
important in terms of its effect upon our
context. Cockburn’s work was put
through a process of a hermeneutics of
suspicion and trust in order to open us
up to his “Biblical Worldview”.
The challenge the conference left with
me was that when we enter into mod
ernity like Cockburn, can we begin to
live out our worldview and affect the
world within our context?
Many of us will look forward to
reading the book that Middleton and
Walsh are writing. The only constructive
criticism I would offer is that they should
explain more fully their view of
Cockburn’s role as prophet. My under
standing of what is to be found in the life
of a prophet is different, and I struggled
with more of a hermeneutics of suspicion
on that point.
All in all, I would say that the con
ference was a success. None of us were
unaffected by the conference; some
students were deepened in their love for
Cockburn’s work, while others like myself
were moved along in their understanding
and appreciation of Cockburn.
Thank you, Brian and Richard. We
enjoyed your complementary teaching
styles, your presentations, videos and
music and, lastly, but not least
your
love of Bruce Cockburn’s music.
—

Walsh and Middleton (centre) leading Cockburn seminar.
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Hart Passes Milestone

Development
Notes
by John Meiboom

Membership
Why do people become members of

C

C

.3
25 years ago Senior Member Henk
Hart began his career with us. That
September (1966) the following notice
appeared in the ARSS Monthly Bulletin,
predecessor to Perspective, under the
heading NEW PERSONNEL:
“August 15, although it may have been
just another day to most of you, was a
significant date in the life of the Asso
ciation, for then Dr. Hendrik Hart began
his employment as Assistant to the
Executive Director. He is the first fulltime employee the Association has had.”
After obtaining the Ph.D. degree from
the Free University in Amsterdam, Hart
could have continued his work there as
head of the Institute for Philosophy. He
turned down that oportunity
and
offers to teach at several colleges and
universities
in order “to accept the
challenge of the Association for
Reformed Scientific Studies.”
We’re glad he did. We want to
acknowledge Henk’s enormous contribu
tion to Christ-centred learning over
the years, and to the ICS and its
constituency in particular.
Thanks, Henk, for your dedication,
energy, leadership and friendship. May
you and your work continue to be bless
ed in the years to come..
—

—

ALUMNI NEWS
Former ICS student Keith C. Sewell
(1974/75) was awarded the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy last May 31 by
Deakin University, Geelong, Victoria, in
Australia. Sewell’s thesis is titled Provi
dence and Method: Herbert Butterfield
and the Interpretation of History.

ICS? Why does ICS want you to join or
remain a member? Read on!
The Institute began 24 years ago as a
member-driven organization called the
Association for the Advancement of
Christian Scholarship. It was the mem
bership of this organization that con
ceived of a Christian graduate school
now known as the Institute for Christian
Studies. Without an active membership
it would not have happened.
Today, ICS has roughly 1,000 mem
bers. Quite a number of you have been
members for many years; some for more
than 25! It is the strength of this faithful
ness that has sustained your Institute
through the years.
As the Institute prepares for its next
25 years, it is essential that we increase
our membership base. ICS can continue
as a pedagogic alternative only if many
more Christians become partners in this
venture. You can help by inviting others
to come on board.
If YOU are not a member of ICS, I
invite you to become one. Your joining
could make a big difference, for the
increase in numbers will be a demonstra
tion of strength to governments, founda
tions, public universities, corporations
and other groups whose help we need
and seek.
Moreover, membership makes you a
partner with us in the task of graduate
education with a difference. Your part
nership encourages us to carry on.
Philippians 1:3-11 speaks of a partner
ship in the gospel. Paul is also encour
aged by people who share his vision of
ministry. Interestingly, one of the
prayers he has for the Phiippians is that
“...their love may abound in knowledge
and depth of insight...to discern what is
best....”
I especially want you to join us as a
prayer partnet Many members regularly
remember us in prayer. They know what
specific joys, sorrows and needs to pray
for through our monthly prayer letter,

which goes out to those who have
requested it.

November Membership Drive
Membership numbers are important to
the board and administration of ICS. It
is our goal to double our numbers by
December, 1994. We hope to accomplish
this in four annual membership drives,
the first to be held this November.
About 100 volunteers are being asked
to help in this year’s d.rive. A special
brochure has been prepared encouraging
people to join this important educational
ministry. The goal this November is to
grow in numbers from 1,000 to 1,250.
Even if you are not personally
approached to join ICS, consider becom
ing a partner in Christian graduate
education. Send us a note today, indicat
ing that you want to receive the member
ship package. We will promptly send it
out and will eagerly await your decision.

Balancing the Budget
Recently ICS received a very generous
donation from a ‘member couple’ who
used one of the reply cards from last
year’s appeal for a balanced budget The
reply card asked people to help us
achieve this goal for the first time in 12
years. As you probably know by now,
God was gracious and blessed us with
success.
When this ‘member couple’ returned
their reply card, they had crossed out the
words, “...flrst time in 12 years...” and re
placed them with, “...second time in 13
years.” We are committed to balancing
our budget again this year. It is good
stewardship to do so. Pray for God’s
continued grace.
This year we need to raise $800,000 in
voluntary income between July 1, 1991
and June 30, 1992. So far, through
September (one quarter of the year), we
have received just over $120,000. We will
need good income in the second quarter,
especially October, to meet our payroll
and other expenses. Remember us in
your prayers.
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Keeping Up With Faculty
Senior Member George Vandervelde
has been elected Vice-President of the
National Association of Ecumenists at
their recent meeting in St. Louis.
This makes George president-elect, for
in two years he will automatically be
come president. Congratulations, George!
This election represents an impressive
vote of confidence and is a great honour.
* After leading the Bible meditations at
the ICS (Niagara) Conference, Senior
Member Brian Walsh spent two weeks
in England where he spoke at the
Greenbelt Arts Festival in Castle Ashby.
Greenbelt is the largest annual rock and
roll festival in the world and is totally
devoted to developing a Christian per
spective in the arts and all of life.
Walsh spoke to audiences of around
500 people on three occasions throughout
the weekend. His addresses were,
“Dancing in the Dragon’s Jaws” (on a
Christian worldview in an exilic situa
tion), “Will the Trees Clap Their
Hands?” (on the responsive character of
all creatures), and “Real Estate Trans
actions at the End of History” (an
exposition of Jeremiah 32 in the light of
recent world events).
Walsh also participated in a “Hot
house” discussion with around 300
people on the topic “Jesus Saves..er,
yes, but what exactly do you mean?” The
“Hothouse” is a participatory venue at
the festival sponsored by College House
in Cambridge, ICS graduate Steve
Shaw is on the staff of College House
and helps coordinate the “Hothouse”.
On September V2 Brian spoke at
Wycliffe College iii Toronto on “A
Christian Worldview in a Pluralist
Culture”. And on September 26 Walsh
and ICS doctoral candidate Richard
Middleton spoke at York University on
“Rumours of Glory: Bruce Cockburn and
the Struggle with Modernity”.

*
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Jeremy Fisher, having successfully defended his M.Phil.F. thesis, sits (r) next to outside
examinder Prof W. Rowe (Scranton). Behind them stand ICS Senior Mem hem’
Sweetman (1,), Seerveld and Hart.
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