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Student News: 
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W hile economic issues 
continue to domi-
nate Canada’s politi-
cal agenda, popular 

participation in such protest move-
ments as Occupy and Idle No More 
signals a growing concern about the 
effects of free market forces on the 
ecological health of the land and the 
general welfare of Canadian society. 
Disagreement about the beneficence 
of these forces threatens to polarize 
the citizenry, while any opportunity 
for meaningful dialogue between 
both the defenders and critics of 
these forces remains relatively rare. 
The conference we are planning seeks 
to address this deficiency in Canadian 
public discourse by setting a hos-
pitable table around which a broad 
range of opinions, political perspec-
tives, and socio-economic experiences 
can be gathered and shared.

We plan to generate and sustain 
conversational momentum both 
before and after the conference 
through strategic use of the inter-
net and social media, as well as the 
publication of conference materials 
in digital and print formats. We 
thereby seek to encourage greater 
networking and cooperation among 
conference participants, facilitat-
ing relationships that can positively 
impact future work. 

(continued on page 2)
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The Honourable  
Diane Ablonczy 
has been a Member of Parliament for 
over two decades. When first elected 
in 1993, she became a key member 
of the shadow cabinet of Her Maj-
esty’s Loyal Opposition, serving as 
chief critic for citizenship and immi-
gration, health and human resources 
development. Upon forming the 
government in 2006, Prime Minis-
ter Stephen Harper appointed Mrs. 
Ablonczy Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Minister of Finance. In 2008 
she became Minister of State (Small 
Business and Tourism), a position 
she held until 2010, when she was 
appointed Minister of State (Seniors). 
From January 2011 to July 2013, 
she held the position of Minister of 
State of Foreign Affairs (Americas 
and Consular Affairs), representing 
Canada in the Americas and oversee-
ing consular affairs around the world. 
Mrs. Ablonczy is also a member of 
the Cabinet Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and Defence and an alternate 
member of the Treasury Board.

Prior to entering political life, 
Mrs. Ablonczy enjoyed a varied 
career, which ranged from teaching 
junior high school to managing a 
grain farm operation to building a 
successful law practice.

Dr. Bob Goudzwaard 
is an internationally recognized 
economist whose influence extends 
well beyond the circle of his disci-
plinary expertise. Throughout his 
career, he has purposefully designed 
his lectures and publications to 
reach all people who seek wisdom 
in finding their way in our culture. 
His texts stand out as widely acces-
sible, creative approaches to the deep 
economic fault lines that divide and 
alienate us. He not only makes our 
problems understandable, but his 
alternative suggestions open paths 
that inspire hope for a better future.

Dr. Goudzwaard is Professor 
Emeritus of Economics and Social 
Philosophy at the VU University, 
Amsterdam, and a former member 
of the Dutch Parliament. From 

1959-1965, Dr. Goudzwaard served 
as a Policy Researcher for the Doc-
tor Abraham Kuyper Foundation, 
the intellectual arm of the Dutch 
Anti-Revolutionary Party (ARP), for 
which he also served as a member of 
Parliament from 1967-71. In 1971, 
Dr. Goudzwaard was appointed Pro-
fessor of Economics in the Faculty of 
Social and Cultural Sciences at the 
Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam (now 
called VU University), a position he 
held until his retirement in 1999. 
Dr. Goudzwaard also played a forma-
tive role with several Christian social 
institutions in Canada, including 
the Christian Labour Association of 
Canada, Citizens for Public Jus-
tice, and the Institute for Christian 
Studies. A passionate advocate for 
“an economy of care” that looks 
beyond traditional market growth 
indicators, Dr. Goudzwaard is the 
author of many books and articles, 
including (in English) Capitalism and 
Progress: A Diagnosis of Western Society 
(1979), Beyond Poverty and Affluence 
(1995, with Harry de Lange), and 
Hope in Troubled Times: A New Vision 
for Confronting Global Crises (2007, 
with Mark Vander Vennen and 
David Van Heemst).

Are We There Yet? Economic Justice and the Common Good 
Keynote Speakers

“In the midst of an increasingly polarizing citizenry, this conference 
will bring together voices from across the Canadian political spectrum, 
creating dialogue where previously little or none existed. It will force 
all the participants to face the question “to what extent do we bear each 
other’s burdens?” An answer to that question will be very revealing 
about the level of economic justice we have achieved in this country.” 

— Ronald A. Kuipers
Director of the ICS Centre for Philosophy, Religion and Social Ethics

For more information visit thereyet.ca
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Faculty Spotlight: Robert Sweetman

R obert (Bob) Sweetman 
is a trained medievalist 
specializing in Dominican 
thought (philosophical, 

theological, pastoral, mystical) in the 
thirteenth century. He is particularly 
interested in the interaction of these 
different discourses in the thought of 
Thomas Aquinas, Meister Eckhart, 
and others. He also is interested in 
the florescence of women’s contem-
plative thought and writing that 
Dominicans supported. He brings 
these interests and competencies 
into contact with the Reformational 
tradition of Christian thought by 
using them to examine D.H.Th. 
Vollenhoven’s “problemhistorical” 
historiography of the history of 
philosophy. Bob is currently finish-
ing a book-length manuscript on 
the relationship between narrative 
and argument in thirteenth-century 
Dominican thought. 

Bob has been on sabbatical in 
this academic year (2013–14). He 
has had the pleasure and luxury of 
inhabiting an office tucked away 
among the rafters of Toronto’s 
Pontifical Institute for Mediaeval 
Studies (PIMS) and participating 
in its scholarly life including the 
annual seminar that it runs for its 
Mellon Fellows pursuing post-
doctoral research within the context 
of PIMS’ Licentiate Program. He 
has been using this opportunity to 
research and write a monograph on 
the virtues of science and religion in 
the thought of Thomas Aquinas, the 
great thirteenth century Dominican 
philosopher and theologian who has 
come to bear the honorific Universal 
Doctor within the Catholic intel-
lectual tradition. The point is to use 
Aquinas’s discussion of religion and 
science as human virtues (as opposed 
to say distinct social spheres) as a 
conversation changer in our con-
temporary struggle to understand 
the proper relation of science and 
religion in the context of a post-

Robert Sweetman, H. Evan Runner 
Chair in the History of Philosophy,
BA (Calvin College), MSL (The Pon-
tifical Institute for Mediaeval Studies), 
PhD (University of Toronto)

Enlightenment culture and with the 
eyes of faith. Of course, this involves 
understanding Aquinas within his 
own and unfamiliar pre-Enlighten-
ment context and then identifying 
ways in which his thought proves 
helpfully suggestive to us as we face 
our post-Enlightenment culture 
with its particular and familiar 
challenges to faithful thinking. He 
is currently working on the most 
creative and original section of the 
book, Aquinas’ treatment of the “life 
of Christ” in his Summa theologiae 
against the background of the 
literary and philosophical tradition 
of the biography he inherited and 
sought to develop. For it is here that 
he was convinced we encounter the 
lineaments of the human form of 
living well, indeed perfectly, that 
provides us all the vicarious experi-
ence we would otherwise lack of 
what it means to realize God’s inten-
tions for us in our concrete living, 
to realize the shape of faith-filled 
human flourishing, the outline of 
what Christ promised us as the life 

abundant (and the role of science 
and religion within it, of course). 
Bob has been test-driving prototypes 
of the eventual chapter over the 
past two months. A first test-drive 
entitled “Admiratio, Imitatio and the 
Vita Christi in the Summa theologiae of 
Thomas Aquinas” was delivered on 
March 6 at the New College Confer-
ence on Medieval and Renaissance 
Studies in Sarasota, FL. A second and 
much more thorough test drive was 
presented to the PIMS faculty and 
Mellon Fellows (plus other inter-
ested parties within the University 
of Toronto community of scholars) 
on April 9 at PIMS. Bob hopes 
fervently that a complete draft of the 
whole monograph will exist by the 
time he takes up again the full range 
of his ordinary duties at ICS in the 
beginning of July. 
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Faculty Spotlight: Shannon Hoff

I n addition to her role on the fac-
ulty of the Institute for Christian 
Studies, Shannon is President of 
the Canadian Society for Conti-

nental Philosophy. In 2013 she was 
a Visiting Fellow at the Institute for 
Cultural Inquiry in Berlin, Germany. 
She is the author of The Laws of the 
Spirit: A Hegelian Theory of Justice, 
as well as of numerous articles in 
modern and contemporary political 
philosophy.

Shannon is interested in the 
largely invisible ways in which 
human beings are attached to each 
other, their families, their religious 
communities, their cultures, and 
their societies, and in discerning 
how political environments should 
be constituted so as to support those 
attachments and to protect against 
the kinds of vulnerabilities associated 
with them. Her writing and teaching 
have addressed all manner of issues 
associated with this basic phenom-
enon: the tensions between different 
forms of attachment, the nature of 
law, the phenomenon of conscience, 
the significance of specific forms of 
identification to human life, the dif-
ficulties of intercultural and interreli-
gious communication, and the nature 
of political authority and of human 
freedom. 

Shannon’s first book on these 
themes, The Laws of the Spirit: A 
Hegelian Theory of Justice, has just 
been published with SUNY Press. 
The book is an attempt to trans-
late Hegel’s powerful ethical and 
political insights into the terms and 
discourse of contemporary politi-
cal philosophy. Its focus is Hegel’s 
ambivalent attitude toward the 
modern political accomplishment 
represented by the idea of human 
rights: the idea that human beings 
have rights is a powerful political 
tool, but it also has the capacity to 
conceal other aspects of human life 
that are also of significant import. 
Using Hegel’s work she identifies 

those other aspects that also require 
political recognition and protec-
tion: first, we are always formed in 
the context of particular, familiar 
communities, to which we have a 
specific, partial, and largely unre-
flective attachment; and second, 
we are irreducibly singular and 
continuously capable of transform-
ing our political contexts, our laws, 
and ourselves. Since writing the 
book on Hegel’s philosophy she has 
been working on related themes in 
Locke, Heidegger, Derrida, Fanon, 
and feminist philosophy, and hopes 
to eventually draw these various 
projects in political philosophy into 
a second book manuscript.

Currently Shannon is enjoying 
sabbatical leave, during which she 
has been giving talks and conducting 
workshops in exciting places such 
as Berlin, Delhi, Bombay, Istanbul, 

Shannon Hoff, Associate Professor of 
Social and Political Philosophy, BA 
(Calvin College), PhD (Stony Brook 
University)

Vancouver, and Carbondale, Illinois. 
In the next few weeks she will be 
travelling to Arizona and Michigan 
for further workshops and talks at 
Northern Arizona University and 
Calvin College, her alma mater. In 
her new capacity as President of the 
Canadian Society for Continental 
Philosophy, Shannon is also cur-
rently planning the Society’s annual 
conference, which will take place in 
October in Vancouver. Finally, she 
is doing research for a new paper on 
Dooyeweerd, Hegel, and Derrida, on 
the theme of the relation between 
faith and knowledge and the conse-
quences of that relation for the issue 
of inter-religious communication. 
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Reprinted from ICS’s online forum 
Ground Motive (groundmotive.net).

The Centre for Philosophy, Religion, 
and Social Ethics, the Centre for 
Community Based Research, and the 
Christian Reformed Church of Canada, 
are currently partnering in an exciting 
research project entitled, “Justice and 
Faith: Individual Spirituality and 
Social Responsibility in the Christian 
Reformed Church of Canada.” This 
article is a contribution to the project’s 
literature review, a collective document 
where researchers compile findings from 
recent scholarship, trace emerging themes, 
and highlight points of dialogue between 
different authors. Through the review of 
academic and popular sources, the research 
team has already shed light on issues that 
are defining trends. This is the second of 
three articles written by three graduate 
research assistants working on the project, 
which contains some preliminary reflec-
tions on the literature reviewed to date.

One of the clear advantages of under-
standing problems of social justice 
from a position of faith is the relative 
solidarity that comes with a common 
recognition of certain intellectual 
figures and traditions as, in some 
sense, authoritative. Aristotle warned 
us long ago that politics “is not an 
exact science,” so simple “scientific” 
appeals to non-personal authorities 
such as conclu-
sions reached 
from deduc-
tive reasoning 
or empirical 
facts cannot by 
themselves settle debates about com-
plicated questions such as “What is 
the role of the State in issues of social 
justice?” For this reason, among 
many others, Christians do well to 
consult the intellectual figures that 
have helped shape the faith tradition 
to which they belong. If we are prod-
ucts of our forefathers and mothers, 
then contemporary Christian leaders 
have a responsibility to interpret 
them with faithful, critical rigor.

When it comes to questions about 
the integration of social justice and 
faith in the Reformed tradition in 
particular, few names mean as much 
as the Dutch social philosopher 
and theologian Abraham Kuyper. 
Kuyper, who inaugurated the ener-
getic theological movement known 
as “neo-Calvinism,” also founded 
the Free University of Amsterdam 
and was even Prime Minister of the 
Netherlands from 1901-1905. These 
accomplishments and others give 
remarkable credence to perhaps his 
most famous theological commit-
ment: namely, the oft-quoted line, 
“There is not a square inch in the 
whole domain of our human existence 
over which Christ, who is Sover-
eign over all, does not cry, ‘Mine!’” 
Kuyper’s legacy offers more than a 

few practical and theoretical resources 
for contemporary issues surround-
ing the relationship between social 
justice and faith. It should come as no 
surprise, then, that answers begin-
ning with “Kuyper said/thought/
taught…” tend to demand more 
attention than others.

Along with the blessings that 
come with inheriting the imagination 

of such powerful figures, however, 
come some inevitable curses—at 
least one of which includes prickly 
disagreements about what Kuyper 
did, in fact, say/think/teach. Indeed, 
our humble Justice and Faith research 
team is identifying these kinds of 
disagreements as a primary theme 
arising from the many ways in which 
Christian Reformed congregations 
understand the relationship between 
social justice and faith. Tradition 
matters, but it is not univocal. 

Perhaps the most consistent inter-
pretive disagreement in this context 
among Reformed intellectuals is the 
aforementioned question about the 
role of the State in matters of social 
justice. For Kuyper, does the State 
have a positive role in enacting justice 
in our communities? Or, by con-
trast, is the great Dutch theologian 
a champion of a limited State that 
preserves justice in our communities 
by refusing, when at all possible, to 
act coercively? 

Among some of the most promi-
nent advocates of the latter inter-
pretation of Kuyper are researchers 
associated with the Acton Institute 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Hunter 
Baker, Jordan Ballor and Catholic 
conservative Michael Novak draw 

Whose Reformed Tradition? Which Kuyper?

J U S T I C E  A N D  F A I T H :  S U R V E Y I N G  T H E  L AY  O F  T H E  L A N D by Joshua 
Harris

“There is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence 
over which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry, ‘Mine!’” 

— Abraham Kuyper
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attention to passages like the fol-
lowing from Kuyper’s The Problem 
of Poverty (quotes courtesy of the 
Acton blog):

Socialists constantly invoke Christ 
in support of their utopias, and 
continually hold before us important 
texts from the Holy Word. Indeed, 
socialists have so strongly felt the 
bond between social distress and the 
Christian religion that they have not 
hesitated to present Christ himself as 
the great prophet of socialism. 

The socialists so flatly reverse 
[this] when they preach it: “But seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you.” (Matt. 
6:33). For both rich and poor, Jesus’ 
teaching simultaneously cuts to the 
root of sin in our human heart.  

The holy art of ‘giving for Jesus’ 
sake’ ought to be much more strongly 
developed among us Christians. Never 
forget that all state relief for the poor  
is a blot on the honor of your Savior.

In these cases, Kuyper does indeed 
seem to be concerned with what he 
perceives to be a dangerous confla-
tion between Christ’s salvific power 
and the State’s power to distribute 
resources created in the economic 
sphere of society according to the 
needs of those who are less fortunate. 
These strong words warn Reformed 
Christians that bloated welfare pro-
grams—even if they are born out of 
good intentions—are symptomatic 
of an overreach of the State’s power. 
These sentiments seem to square 
rather nicely with a “classical liberal” 
understanding of the role of the State 
in regards to social justice matters: 
namely, that private individuals and 
institutions of voluntary cooperation 
are primarily responsible for address-
ing such issues—not the centralized 
concentration of coercive power that 
constitutes the State. 

Despite these clear proclamations, 

however, many other contemporary 
interpreters of Kuyper seem to have 
at least comparable grounds for 
reading him as a strong proponent 
of a State with an active role in 
addressing issues of social justice. 
Influential Reformed intellectuals 
such as Nicholas Wolterstorff, James 
K.A. Smith, Richard Mouw and Bob 
Goudzwaard tend to draw attention 
to alternative passages in Kuyper’s 
impressive oeuvre (quoted from an 
article in Markets and Morality by 
Goudzwaard): 

In earlier days a law on labor should 
not have been possible, because … 
every relationship (of labor) with 
other social groupings did not exist 
in a way which is relevant for public 
justice.… But since then the situation 
in Europe has changed to such a high 
extent, that one may ask with very 
good reason (alleszins met recht): 
Why deny any longer to labor its own 
rights and legal forms of life, which 
are demanded by the very character  
of its nature?

The root principle of the French 
Revolution is its God-provoking cry 
“neither God nor master”—the ideal 
of humanity emancipated from God 
and his established order. From this 
principle extend two lines, not just 
one. The first is the [liberal] line along 
which you move in making up your 
mind to break down the established 
order of things, leaving nothing but 
the individual with his own free will 
and imaginary supremacy. Alongside 
this runs another line, at the end of 
which you are tempted not only to 
push aside God and his order, but 
also, now deifying yourself, to sit on 
God’s throne, as the prophet said, and 
to create a new order of things out of 
your own brain. The last is what social 
democracy wants to create.[5]

Here, Kuyper urges his readers to 
consider the changing climate of 
Europe—one that has forgotten the 

contingency of the individual not 
only in her immediate society, but 
also before God himself. While still 
not an advocate of a large, impersonal 
State apparatus, Kuyper is equally 
critical of liberal individualism. Thus, 
according to this alternative reading, 
the kind of classical liberal society 
championed by the Acton Institute 
is not at all what Kuyper advocates. 
Indeed, actively ensuring “public 
justice” is the primary task entrusted 
to the State. 

While these kinds of interpretive 
disagreements can be frustrating for 
those who fall on either side of such 
debates, what projects like Justice and 
Faith can offer is a renewed perspec-
tive on the importance of rigorous, 
sustained dialogue about the tradi-
tion of which Christian Reformed 
congregations are a part. At least one 
side is wrong, and it is important 
to work towards understanding the 
reasons why. 

Joshua Harris holds an MA in Philoso-
phy from Trinity Western University, 
where he defended a thesis exploring the 
possibility of understanding Thomas 
Aquinas as a mediator in contemporary 
debates arising from the so-called “ana-
lytic-continental divide” in the twentieth 
century. As a PhD candidate in Phloso-
phy at the Institute for Christian Studies, 
his research interests include philosophy 
of language, philosophical theology and 
Christian social thought.
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Bryan Richard
The idea for Bryan’s thesis, like the 
best projects, had deeply existential 
origins. His goal was to reconcile 
two ideas that seem to lie in ten-
sion with each other: the idea that 
the responsibility for living one’s 
life lies only in oneself, such that 
to live honestly and authentically 
means owning up to one’s status as 
an individual, and the idea that our 
lives are essentially and primordi-
ally immersed in the lives of others 
and a social world, such that living 
honestly and authentically requires 
us to own up to our indebtedness 
to this broader world. He finds 
a worthy interlocutor in Martin 
Heidegger, and Heidegger finds an 
eloquent defender in Bryan, who 
shows that there are indeed insights 
of ethical and political import in 
Heidegger’s thinking. The thesis—
“Ow(n)ing Existence: Human Mean-
ing, Identity and Responsibility in 
Heidegger’s Being and Time”—is 
impressive in many ways: Bryan 
has become an excellent scholar, 
competent with the technicalities of 
Heidegger’s thinking, but also an 
excellent communicator, devoted to 
making Heidegger’s dense and dif-
ficult philosophy clear and concrete. 
Bryan has accomplished much in 
his time at ICS, both philosophi-
cally and personally, and has shown 
through his experience the possibili-
ties of personal transformation that 
lie in the process of doing philoso-
phy. We warmly congratulate him 
both for facing the difficult chal-
lenges involved in completing the 
thesis and for being accepted into 
the Ph.D. program at the University 
of Guelph. 

Student News:  
Bryan Richard and Eric Hanna

Eric Hanna
The central focus of Levinas’ philoso-
phy is the idea of the “Other,” that 
incomprehensible, infinite source 
of meaning that sustains the “I” as 
a self while remaining mysterious 
to it, calling the I to be ethical but 
preventing the I from ever con-
clusively determining what being 
ethical requires. It is therefore not 
surprising that Eric Hanna wrote his 
thesis—“The I’s Relationship to the 
other as Transcendent, Foundational, 
and Ethical in Levinas’ Totality 
and Infinity”—on the philosophy 
of Levinas; Eric seems to approach 
every text, every philosophical prob-
lem, and every human interlocutor 
as a source of possible meaning, 
with an unsurpassed generosity of 
spirit and a persistent openness to 

the learning that could be generated 
from interaction. Eric came to ICS 
from Regis College so as to be able 
to complete his Jesuit formation 
in the study of philosophy, and his 
tenure at ICS was a demonstration of 
how to live out one’s religious com-
mitments in an open, dynamic, and 
ecumenical spirit. Over the span of a 
challenging few months that proved 
his steadfast character, he turned 
himself into an expert on Levinas, 
writing an excellent thesis on the 
way in which we are constituted 
fundamentally through relationships 
with others and how we might bet-
ter take up our relationships so as to 
do justice to their fundamental char-
acter. Eric enriched life at ICS with 
his regular contributions to chapel, 
his wicked sense of humour, and his 
appreciation of all things under the 
sun. Currently he is teaching several 
courses at his alma mater, Campion 
College at the University of Regina, 
and we are happy that he has the 
opportunity to impact others as he 
has impacted us. 

C O N G R AT U L AT O R Y  C O M M E N T S  F R O M  M E N T O R 

S H A N N O N  H O F F  O N  T H E I R  S U C C E S S F U L  M A  T H E S I S 

D E F E N C E S  I N  2 0 1 3 .
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An amazing opportunity  
to double your gifts to ICS!

We are thrilled to announce that two of our generous supporters have offered 
to match any new gift (including any increase over last year’s giving) dollar-
for-dollar, if made before June 30, 2014. The impact of your new gift (or 
increased giving amount) will thus be doubled, going even farther to support 
our work of training scholars and leaders to bring renewal and hope to our 
world. And if your company matches your contribution, the multiplier can be 
even greater!

I/We want to take advantage of this unique gift-matching opportunity  
by sending a gift of:

 $50  $100  $250  $400  $1000

I/We prefer to give $___________

M E T H O D  O F  PAY M E N T

 Donate online at www.icscanada.edu/support
 Credit card
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C A R D H O L D E R  S I G N AT U R E

 Cheque Enclosed

Canadian donors please make cheque payable to:
Institute for Christian Studies 
and mail it with this form to 
ICS, 100 – 229 College St, Toronto ON  m5t 1r5

You can also call 1 888 326 5347 x221 to have your donation  
charged to your credit card.
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This gift-matching opportunity is open to all Canadian donors. 

If you have any questions or require further information,
please contact Vidya Williams by email donate@icscanada.edu  
or by phone: 1 888 326 5347 x223. Thank you.

Thank you for 
supporting our 
vital work, equip-
ping scholars and 
future leaders who 
will graduate and 
provide leadership  
across North 
America and the 
world in universi-
ties, churches, and 
social agencies.


