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The Institute 
for Christian Studies, 
Toronto
The Institute for C hristian  Studies offers graduate  program s which 
aim  to help people develop a C hristian  understanding o f  their 
studies and life-w ork.

O ur approach is d ifferen t from  a  sem inary o r theological college 
which is devoted prim arily  to  the training o f  clergy. O ur prim ary 
interest is to help students in alm ost any field o f  study to  under­
stand their field in a  Christian way. We wish to help them  im ple­
m ent a  Christian understanding  in the daily practice o f  their 
studies. O ur corollary  interest is to  help people approach  their voca­
tions w ith a C hristian  perspective. We wish to con tribu te  to the 
preparation  o f  people for careers the basic m atters o f  which may be 
related  to  the studies o ffered  by the Institu te. In this way we may 
help people to  see their w ork as a  C hristian  vocation.

O ur m ethod o f  developing a C hristian  perspective in academ ic 
studies is to concentrate on the fundam ental points in a field where 
theological, philosophical, and m ethodological questions naturally  
arise. These points in any one field tend to  connect in an in ter­
disciplinary fashion with com parable  poin ts in o ther fields. The 
understanding we have o f  these foundational and interdisciplinary 
m atters tends to perm eate the entirety  o f  our academ ic study. If we 
let the basic biblical insights o f C hristian  faith  work their way ou t, 
from  the bottom  up, then in a  m ost integral m anner our C hristiani­
ty can decisively affect o u r studies.

The biblical insights we have in m ind pertain  to the m ost crucial 
m atters o f life: who we are as men and w om en, the goodness o f 
G o d ’s creation, the destructiveness o f evil, the liberating, healing, 
and recreating work of Jesus C hrist, the nature o f w isdom and 
tru th , the integrality o f history, the m eaning o f  love, justice, and 
stew ardship, the im portance o f em otional openness and  aesthetic 
aw areness, the constructive limits o f scientific analysis.

A C hristian  approach to studies and life-work opens up alter­
natives to the lines o f  thought which dom inate  m ost o f  higher 
learning today. We constantly  in teract with the leading secular 
perspectives — M arxism , liberalism , conservatism , behaviourism , 
freudianism , technocratism , pragm atism , positivism , systems 
analysis, linguistic analysis, and m any m ore.
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T he Institu te is organized as a  C hristian  interd iscip linary  and 
philosophical faculty in which there are various em phases. A t 
present we offer study in the foundational m atters o f  these areas: 
T heology, Philosophy, Political T heory , A esthetics, and  H istory. 
F rom  tim e to tim e we offer special sem inars in the foundational 
m atters o f  these areas: Econom ics, Sociology, and  the  Physical 
Sciences.

M ost people w ho study a t the Institu te  com e here fo r a  year or 
tw o to develop their C hristian  understand ing  o f their field and area 
o f  fu tu re  w ork. W e offer several options fo r study:

•  M aster o f  Philosophical Foundations
The M asters p rogram  is a com pact two year course involving 
biblical study, philosophy, interdisciplinary study, and  a m ajo r em ­
phasis. It utilizes sem inars, readings, a thesis, and  exam ination . It is 
intended for people w ho w ant a thorough , academ ic approach  to 
the  foundational issues o f  their field o f  study as a  m eans o f 
developing their C hristian  understanding .

•  C ertificate in Christian Studies
The C ertificate P rogram  puts together biblical-theological study, 
philosophy, and  foundational study in a  m ajor em phasis o f  your 
choice. It is m eant fo r people w ho have strong academ ic interest in 
a field and w ho have one year they wish to devote to w orking on 
their C hristian  understanding o f  their field.

•  Special S tudy
This option  allows people to  select a com bination  o f  courses and 
sem inars entirely o f  their ow n choosing, w ithou t the need of 
m eeting any requirem ents for a degree o r certificate . It is the m ost 
flexible way for people to pursue study in o rder to  develop their 
C hristian  perspective.

•  D octoral S tudy  by  arrangem ent with the  Free U niversity o f  
A m sterdam
T his program  involves a com prehensive course o f  sem inars, 
readings, exam ination , research, and  a  d issertation . F or com pletion 
it requires a t least four years a fter  the M asters, with w ork in a  m a­
jo r  and two m inor fields. It is an arrangem ent with the Free 
University o f  A m sterdam , which, if successfully com pleted, ends in 
the D octor o f  Philosophy degree aw arded by the Free U niversity o f 
A m sterdam . The docto ral p rogram  is intended for those wishing an 
academ ic career.
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A Cohering 
Vision o f  Reality

W hatever career you m ay have in m ind, it is possible th a t a  year 
or tw o o f study with us can  be very beneficial. I f  your aim  is an 
academ ic vocation , there are obvious direct relations betw een your 
fu tu re  w ork an d  your study here. A nd  if  your intended w ork lies in 
teaching, politics, the pasto ra te , social action , counselling, business, 
law, or ano ther such field, a  C hristian  understanding o f the  central 
questions o f  the  relevant fields o f  study as currently  o ffered  by the 
Institu te m ay be directly help fu l as well.

O ur underlying belief is th a t reality — both  hum an and non-hum an
— is G od’s creation . As such, in its very nature  it discloses the will 
o f G od. It is richly diverse an d  incredibly full o f  all k inds o f  things 
and possibilities. A t the sam e tim e this diversity coheres m ean­
ingfully because o f  the way G o d  m ade it, o r in o ther w ords, as 
P au l tells us, because Jesus C hrist the R e-creator holds it all 
together.

W e regard scholarship an d  theoretical analysis as one valid way 
to  gain some understanding o f  created reality. Each special 
academ ic discipline exam ines som e aspect o f  reality and , provided it 
does so with integrity  and  w isdom , is able to  gain genuine insight 
in to  w hat tha t reality is like.

C ertain  kinds o f  study focus on the coherence and interrelations 
am ong the diversity o f things in reality. Biblical study and 
philosophy are tw o such in terrelating  fields o f  investigation. In ter­
relationships an d  coherences are  particu larly  evident a t the founda­
tions o f any discipline, a t th a t m ost basic level where scholars m ake 
decisions w hich condition everything which goes on th roughou t the 
details o f a  w hole field o f  study .

W e at the Institu te  understand  o u r special task , our raison d ’etre, 
to be the exam ination o f  in terrelating  an d  foundational m atters. W e 
wish to reflect in our scholarship the m eaning and  integrality o f  all 
o f  life in G o d ’s creation u nder the care o f  C hrist.

This choice o f  task directly results from  our in terpretation  o f 
con tem porary  history and  cu ltu re. We are im pressed with the fact 
th a t universities, higher learn ing, science, and  theory now ex­
perience a  tim e o f  trem endous troubles. Indeed our culture general­
ly is beset with a  crisis o f  the m ost p ro found  sort, part o f which 
can be traced to  the influence o f  science and universities. W ords 
like “ secular,”  “ d isin tegra tion ,”  “ fragm en ta tion ,”  and 
“ dehum an ization” indicate som e salient features o f  our troubles.

Since the eighteenth century , science and  learning have disclosed 
and  illum inated vast, form erly inaccessible regions o f reality. They 
have transfo rm ed  our understand ing  o f w hat we already though t wf 
knew. W hole academic disciplines have em erged, ranging from  
biology and  history  to sociology, psychology, linguistics,
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econom ics, and aesthetics. This scientific developm ent has entailed 
im m ense benefit to  o u r social life and cultu re . It is basic to all con­
tem porary  academ ic w ork, o f w hatever perspective.

A t the same time this unfold ing o f  science and  learning has 
proved destructive in m any ways. Like m ost things in hum an 
history , it am biguously gives us bo th  blessing and  curse. U n­
doubted ly  the achievem ents o f  science and  learning are  impressive. 
F o r a tim e m any people believed th a t hum an  beings w ould soon 
gain  contro l o f  the m aterial, and even the social, environm ent o f 
culture. Even when som e trends o f  science seemed to  belittle the 
sta tu re  o f  hum an beings, the  belief arose th a t, via science, hum an 
pow er could nonetheless contro l the destiny o f  h isto ry . In due 
course, science exceeded its lim its, and claim s were m ade fo r it 
w hich pushed it beyond its realm  of com petence. M any people 
placed undue reliance on hum an  powers o f  analysis, o ften  called 
“ R eason .”  Vast num bers o f  people gave science an d  technology, 
especially coupled w ith capitalism , ex traord inary  devotion  as the 
H ope o f  the W orld. Scientists and  scholars were o ften  beguiled by 
an  unm erited belief in their objectivity and  usefulness as neutral in­
strum ents to divine the T ru th .

A  rationalistic and  scientistic worldview , even w hen pu t forw ard 
as a key to the  m eaning and  unity  o f  life, actually served as a 
pow erful disintegrating force, bo th  in unversities an d  in the general 
cultu re . Scientific d ifferen tiation  becam e d isin tegration; technical 
developm ent becam e dehum anization . In reaction  num erous irra- 
tionalistic worldviews arose fu rther con tribu ting  to the  fragm enta­
tion  o f  our lives and  culture.

D isintegration pervades our culture. H igher learning itself is 
severely fragm ented. O ne academ ic discipline seems unrelated  to 
an o th er, one subfield seems irrelevant to  its neighbour. A 
debilitating incoherence o f  vision and m ethod im pedes com m unica­
tion  am ong scholars and  fields.



I n s t i tu t e  for C h r i s t i a n  S tud ie s 9

Furtherm ore, m uch o f  higher learning is so hyper-specialized th a t it 
loses touch with everyday life. W hen learning does relate to  the rest 
of life, it does so o ften  by seeking to  dom inate  it o r by technocizing 
it. W e experience life as fragm ented and  unbalanced. People are 
isolated from  people, w ork is isolated from  our hom es, our lives 
are divided am ong industry, neighbourhood, politics, consum ption , 
leisure, and school. C orpora te  econom ic enterprise, fortified by 
science, is d istended, trying to act as the w ould-be in tegator o f  our 
lives.

U nderlying this disintegration and unbalance is the separa tion  o f 
religion from  the rest o f  life. W e call this “ secu lariza tion .”  The in­
ordinate faith  in science helped elim inate the  C hristian religion 
from  higher learning. The unw arranted  faith  in technology, 
econom ic progress, and reason helped m ake C hristian  faith  irrele­
vant to life as a w hole, as m ore and m ore people looked upon 
C hristianity  as a personal belief acceptable in private and in 
churches, bu t not in politics an d  industry , and  certainly not in 
higher learning. The C hristian  religion was upset as a cohering and 
integrating force, as a  hum anizing and  unifying pow er, both  in 
learning and  in everyday life.

W e at the  Institute believe th a t in this tim e o f  troubles we need to 
w ork out a  cohering vision o f  reality. O ur prim e resource is the 
biblical tru th  th a t G od’s creation  does hold together by His W ord, 
and that sinful brokenness in learning and in all o f  life can , because 
of Christ, be m ade whole. This entails a  rein tegration  o f  C hristian 
religion and  academ ic learning.

Interdisciplinary and foundational studies are the m eans by which 
we hope to  rediscover and  reflect the wholeness o f  reality in our 
theoretical w ork. T hrough such studies we exam ine the nature o f  
each field and  the interrelations am ong fields. W e devote ourselves 
to developing positive and  system atic theories and philosophical 
positions in a  variety o f  areas. This we try to  do in dialogue with 
the leading con tem porary  and historical options available, and in 
the perspective o f  the C hristian  religion. A t the sam e tim e we are 
com m itted to developing our academ ic study as a benefit to life as 
a whole. Indeed, we consider our academ ic pursuits justifiable p a rt­
ly insofar as they contribute indirectly to wholeness in everyday life.

W e hope that the specialized w ork o f  the Institute can contribute 
in some small bu t worthw hile way to  the com ing o f  shalom  in 
science, learning, and the academ ic world, as well as in the rest of 
our culture.
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An Academic 
Community at 
Work

The Institute is organized as an academ ic com m unity o f “ Senior 
M em bers”  and “ Jun ior M em bers”  a t work in research and learn­
ing. By using such term inology draw n from  an ancient trad ition  in 
English universities, we m ean to em phasize that the task o f  learning 
is shared  by professors and students. Professors and  students are all 
m em bers o f  one com m unity, devoted to the cam e calling, responsi­
ble together for the advancem ent o f  knowledge and  insight. We 
w ant the Institu te to  experience w hat the New T estam ent called 
“ k o in o n ia ,”  a  fellowship, a  m anifestation  in academ ic w ork o f the 
Body o f C hrist. We hope for this to  occur chiefly by m eans o f  the 
sem inars, the scholarly work together, and o ther such academ ic ex­
pressions.

The Senior M em bers have the task  o f  leading the study. They 
endeavour to do  so in a way which contributes bo th  to  the educa­
tion  o f  the Jun ior M em bers and to the ongoing research o f  the In ­
stitute.

T he Jun io r M em bers jo in  the com m unity tem porarily . In a very 
direct way they are expected to take responsibility for their own 
education  as well as to share for a time in the overall developm ent 
o f  the In stitu te’s research.

The sem inars are the prim ary way Senior and Ju n io r M em bers 
meet for academic w ork. The m ajor area sem inars com bine a 
num ber o f  m ethods — lecture, discussion, student presentation , 
jo in t analysis o f  texts, tu torials, criticism  o f  papers by Jun ior or 
Senior M em bers. The topics o f  the sem inars are chosen because 
they pertain  to foundational concerns in a particu lar field.
A lthough specialized, they relate to  a b road range o f  studies. 
M oreover, we let very specialized study on one question or au thor 
serve as a  case-in-point o f  how to go about w orking on sim ilar 
kinds o f  things: how to research, where to look for m aterials and 
evidence, how to read a text, what sort o f questions to ask, what 
kind o f knowledge is necessary to a topic, how to  philosophize, and 
so on. Learning occurs m ainly via actual partic ipation  in analysis 
and  discussion, by preparing  papers and theses, and through self- 
criticism .

In addition  to  the sem inars, the Senior and Jun io r M em bers meet 
together in o ther ways. On Friday afternoons we often  convene to 
hear guest lecturers and from  tim e to tim e, often on student in­
itiative, special colloquia are held in the evenings. N ear the start 
and  end o f  the academic year everyone participates in two annual 
retreats. The Senior M em bers at those same times go on additional 
retreats o f  their own. Various social gatherings occur throughout 
the year.

T he internal academic affa irs o f  the Institute are governed by an 
academ ic Senate com posed o f  Senior and Jun io r M embers in the 
ratio  o f two to one, and an approxim ate equal num ber of
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a ca d em ica lly  co m p e te n t  p erso n s from  o u ts id e  th e  I n s t i tu te .  T h e  
S en a te  d e lib era tes on  all a ca d em ic  m atters in c lu d in g  cu rricu lu m , 
d egree  req u irem en ts, a d m iss io n  o f  J u n io r  M em b ers , and a p p o in t­
m en t and reap p o in tm en t o f  S en ior  M em b ers, an d  m akes reco m m en ­
d a tio n s to  the B oard  o f  T rustees.

W e a t  th e  In s t i tu te ,  a s  a  p a r tic u la r  c o m m u n i ty ,  re la te  to  th e  larger 
a c ad e m ic  w o rld  in a n u m b e r  o f  w ays.

Im p o r ta n t  to  u s is o u r  lo c a tio n  a d ja c e n t  to  th e  c a m p u s  o f  the  
U n iv e rs ity  o f  T o ro n to .  W e a re  a n  in d e p e n d e n t in s t i tu te , o f fic ia lly  
u n c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  u n iv e rs ity . A t th e  sa m e  tim e , a s  a  m a tte r  o f  
d e lib e ra te  ch o ic e , we seek to  c a rry  on  o u r  C h r is tia n  task  w ith in  th e  
en v iro n m e n t o f  a  m a jo r  se cu la r  u n iv e rs ity . W e  seek o p e n  c o m ­
m u n ic a tio n  w ith  th e  best s e c u la r  sc h o la rsh ip . T h e  U n iv ersity  o f  
T o ro n to  p ro v id es  such  an  e n v iro n m e n t w ell. It is o n e  o f  th e  g rea t 
u n iv ersities  o f  N o rth  A m erica  possessin g  sp len d id  resea rch  fac ilities  
a n d  an  o u ts ta n d in g  p ro fe ss io n a l s ta ff . It has a  long  h is to ry  o f  o p e n ­
ness to  C h r is tia n  presence  in (ea rn in g  —  a  n u m b e r  o f  theo log ica l 
colleges an d  g en e ra l co lleges w ith C h ris tia n  c h a ra c te r  a re  a ffilia te d  
w ith  the  u n iv ersity  an d  co m p o se  a  fe d e ra tio n  k n o w n  as the T o ro n to  
S choo l o f  T heo logy .

Relations with 
the Academic 
World and the 
Rest o f  Life
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M oreover, the University and  the Institu te  are situated  in the centre 
o f  dow ntow n T o ro n to , one o f  the m ost innovative m ajo r cities o f 
the  continent.

The Institu te  has associated w ith it a num ber o f  Fellows w ho live 
and  w ork at o ther colleges o r universities. They are scholars o f  like 
m ind w ho visit us occasionally, som etim es fo r extended periods, to 
lecture, conduct sho rt sem inars, and  consult. In  effect they are an 
add ition  to the num ber o f  Senior M em bers.

T hroughou t the academ ic year a  num ber o f  o ther scholars come 
to  the Institu te . Som e present a  special lecture, o thers help lead 
sem inars and  discussions, som e spend sabbatical tim e here. For 
several years now we have held ad  hoc sem inars for scholars and 
advanced students in the sum m er o r in Jan u ary . So fa r we have 
convened o r planned such sem inars in the  philosophy o f  natu ral 
science, econom ic theory, system atic philosophy, theological 
herm eneutics, psychological theory, philosophical aesthetics, and 
philosophy o f  history  and culture.

The Institu te  has established a  special annual lectureship in C hris­
tianity  and Learning to  bring a distinguished C hristian  scholar to 
the Institu te  to  present three or four publishable  lectures on some 
aspect o f  the im plications o f  C hristian  faith  fo r academ ic study.

The Senior M em bers com m unicate their ideas and  research 
findings to the larger academ ic w orld in various ways: by 
publishing books, articles, reviews, and  periodical colum ns, by ex­
tensive lecturing a t colleges and universities th roughou t N orth 
A m erica, by partic ipation  in conferences, co lloquia, and  academ ic 
societies.

The Institu te also seeks to  relate its scholarship to  the non- 
academ ic w orld in ways consonan t w ith our academ ic character. 
Publications and special public lectures by Senior M em bers are  one 
way. A nother prim e way is by m eans o f  the Jun io r M em bers w ho 
study w ith us. W hen they leave the Institu te  fo r fu rther study or for 
work in their vocation, they carry with them  the influence o f their 
m em bership in this com m unity. Ideally they take positions o f 
leadership in various com m unities.

O rganizationally  we are tied  into a  non-academ ic public through 
o u r im m ediate constituency. The Institu te  is sponsored  by a public 
m em bership body know n as the M em bers o f  the Institu te . It is 
com posed o f  abo u t 2500 wom en and m en from  all walks o f life — 
farm ers, housewives, professional people, labourers, artists, 
scholars, secretaries, clergy — w ho wish to support advanced C hris­
tian learning and w ho affirm  the O bjects, Purposes, and  the E duca­
tional Creed of the Institute. The Institu te  traces its past history  to 
an  association founded in 1956, later know n as the A ssociation for
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Senior Members 
and Adjunct 
Faculty

the Advancem ent o f  C hristian Scholarship (A A C S). The Institute 
form ally opened for resident instruction  in 1967 and  in 1983 re­
ceived a C harter from  the Legislative Assembly o f  O ntario  convey­
ing the right to g rant the degree o f M aster o f  Philosophical Foun­
dations. T he M em bership o f  the Institute elects a  Board o f  Trustees 
who govern the Institu te upon the advice o f  the academ ic Senate.

The Institute provides a full range o f  educational services to the 
general public — public lectures, special them e conferences, general 
family conferences, academ ic papers, occasional evening courses, 
and the like. A full description o f these services is available 
separately from  the D irector o f  E ducational Services.

All in all we try to conduct our academ ic work in com m unication 
with a wide academic and  general public. W e present o u r labour as 
our particu lar service to G od and our academ ic and non-academ ic 
neighbours, what the New Testam ent calls a  m inistry, a  d iaconate.

The faculty members o f  the Institute are called Senior M em bers and 
their work is to lead the sem inars and conduct research.

Philosophy
H endrik H art, P h .D ., Senior M em ber in System atic  P hilosophy  
H art jo ined the Institu te in 1967 after several years as d irecto r of 
the Philosophical Institu te o f  the Free University o f  A m sterdam .
He is the au thor o f  C om m una l certainty and  au thorized  truth: an 
exam ination o f  John  D ew ey’s ph ilosophy o f  verification  (1966),
The challenge o f  our age (1968), an editor o f  The idea o f  a Chris­
tian philosophy: essays in honour o f  D .H .T h . Vollenhoven  (1973), 
an ed itor o f  R ationality in the Culvinian Tradition  (1983), and 
au th o r o f Understanding our World: A n  Integral O ntology  (1984). 
He is currently w riting Understanding rationality, a  book on the 
philosophy of theory. H e is D irector o f  D octoral Studies.

Theology
Jam es H. O lthuis, B .D ., P h .D ., Senior M em ber in Philosophical 
Theology
Since O lthuis cam e to  the Institute in 1968, he has concentrated  on 
theological anthropology, herm eneutics, philosophy of revelation, 
and has a continuing interest in ethics. He has published F ads, 
values and  ethics: a confron ta tion  with tw entieth  century British 
m oral philosophy, in particular G .E. M oore  (1968), and I pledge  
yo u  m y troth: a Christian view o f  marriage, fam ily  and  friendsh ip  
(1975). He has published essays on the W ord of G od, theological 
anthropology, worship and witness, a certitudinal herm eneutic, and 
self-esteem. He is writing a book on faith  developm ent. He is on 
sabbatical leave during 1985-86.
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George Vandervetde, B .D ., Th .D ., Senior M em ber in System atic  
Theology
Vandervelde specializes in soteriology, eschatology, pneum atology, 
and ecclesiology and  studies these them es in the context o f  contem ­
porary  Rom an C atholic and Reform ed theology. H e is au th o r o f 
the book , Original Sin: tw o m a jo r trends in contem porary R om an  
Catholic reinterpretation  (1975, reissued 1981), and an article 
“ C reation and C ross in the C hristology o f  Schillebeeckx.”  H e has 
taught a t the Free U niversity o f  A m sterdam  and  F uller Theological 
Sem inary. H e jo ined  the Institu te  in 1977.

Aesthetics
Calvin G. Seerveld, M .A .,  P h .D ., Senior M em ber in A esthetics  
A esthetic theory an d  its history are Seerveld’s m ain concern , and he 
has special interest in art h istoriography and literary criticism . He 
has been working largely in the period from  the eighteenth century 
to today. H e has published Benedetto  C roce's earlier aesthetic 
theories and literary criticism  (1958), A  Christian critique o f  art and  
literature (1963), The greatest song: in critique o f  So lom on  (1967), 
B alaam ’s A poca lyp tic  Prophecies (1968, reissued 1980), A  turn ­
about in aesthetics to understanding  (1974) an d  R ainbow s f o r  the 
fa llen  world: aesthetic life  and  artistic task  (1980). His article 
“ Telltale S tatues in W atteau ’s Pain tings”  was aw arded the C lifford 
Prize for 1981. H e is a  m em ber o f  the C anad ian  P lanning C om m it­
tee fo r the Tenth In ternational congress in A esthetics, M ontreal 
1984. Before com ing to the Institu te in 1972, he taught aesthetics 
and philosophy fo r thirteen years at T rin ity  C hristian  College, 
C hicago. O n his last sabbatical he studied at the C en tral Institu t des 
K unst in M iinchen and at the W artburg  Institu te in L ondon.

Political Theory
B ernard Zylstra, L L .B ., B .D ., S .J .D ., Sen ior M em ber in Political 
Theory, and  President o f  the Institu te
Z ylstra jo ined the Institu te in 1968 after serving as d irecto r o f  the 
Philosohical Institu te o f the Free University o f  A m sterdam . M odern 
political thought, and  theory o f  the state , law  and justice are his 
special fields. His publications include F rom  pluralism  to collec­
tivism: the developm ent o f  H arold  L a sk i’s po litica l thought (1968), 
and articles and essays on M arx, M arcuse, Daniel Bell,
Dooyeweerd, R unner, Voegelin, the m eaning o f  justice, and the 
Kingdom o f G od. He is w riting a book on the crisis o f  political 
liberalism.
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Jam es H . O lthuis

Calvin G . Seerveld B ernard  Zylstra

P au l M arshall G eorge V andervelde
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Paul M arshall, M .S c ., M .A .,  M .P h il., P h .D ., Senior M em ber in 
P olitical Theory
M arshall’s interests include m odern  political theory , the R eform a­
tion , political analysis, and  C anadian  politics. Since 1979 he has 
been political policy researcher fo r Citizens fo r Public  Justice. H e 
has taught a t Y ork U niversity, T o ro n to , and  the U niversity of 
W estern O ntario , L ondon . He began teaching a t th e  Institu te in 
1980. His publications include articles on  Locke, m athem atics and  
politics, operationalism , vocation, hum an rights, the w ork ethic, 
and reform ed political theory. H e is jo in t au th o r o f  L a bour o f  love: 
Essays on w ork  (1980), and  au th o r o f  H u m a n  rights theories in 
Christian perspective  (1983) an d  Thine is the kingdom ; Political ac­
tion and  Biblical vision  (1984).
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Fellows of 
the Institute

The Junior 
Members

Fellows are scholars at o ther universities and colleges who share the 
interests and concerns o f  the Insitute. F rom  tim e to tim e they con­
tribute directly to our academ ic work by m eans o f  leading a  special 
sem inar o r course. A t present the fellows are:
A .B . C ram p, M .A ., P h .D ., Lecturer in Econom ics,

C am bridge University 
Bob G oudzw aard , P h .D ., P rofessor o f Econom ics,

Free University o f  A m sterdam  
Sander G riffioen , P h .D ., A ssociate P rofessor o f  Social Philosophy, 

Free University o f  A m sterdam
H . Evan Runner, M .T h ., P h .D ., P rofessor o f Philosophy Em eritus, 

Calvin College 
P eter A . Schouls, P h .D ., P rofessor o f Philosophy,

University o f A lberta 
M .D . Stafleu, P h .D ., Lecturer in Physics,

University o f  U trecht 
Johannes van der H oeven, P h .D ., P rofessor o f the H istory o f  

M odern Philosophy,
Free University o f  A m sterdam

W e wish to attrac t to the Institu te students o f  ability who desire to 
exam ine carefully the basic questions o f their field and  to explore in 
a system atic fashion w hat their C hristian  faith  m eans for their 
study and fu ture vocations. We look for young wom en and men of 
intelligence and initiative. W e accept as Jun ior M em bers people 
w ho are personally m ature and  academ ically ready to  becom e con­
tributing  members o f  an ongoing academ ic com m unity.

The best preparation  for study is a  b road general college or 
university education together with m ajor concen tration  in a  field 
directly germ ane to the area o f intended em phasis at the Institute. 
Courses in philosophy, religion, and history are especially helpful. 
Im po rtan t, too , are com petence in thoughtfu l analysis, practice in 
w riting research papers, and wide general reading.

Jun ior M embers com e from  a b road range o f  educational, 
cu ltural, and religious backgrounds. In recent years m ore than  half 
have come from  outside C anada, especially from  the U nited States. 
Overseas students have come from  England, the N etherlands, 
Sweden, Italy, Cyprus, Lebanon, Singapore, Japan , A ustralia, New 
Z ealand, and South Africa.

A bout half have com e from  secular colleges and universities and 
h a lf from  Christian colleges. A fair percentage have come after 
com pleting m aster’s o r doctoral degrees elsewhere. M ost came 
directly after com pleting their baccalaureate degree, a few' after 
w orking a year or m ore. Q uite a few go on from  the Institute for 
m aster’s or doctoral study elsewhere.



In s t i tu t e  fo r  C h r i s t i a n  S tud ie s 19

M any Jun io r M em bers find tha t a year o r m ore a t the Institu te is 
worthw hile as a supplem ent to  m ore specialized academ ic or p rofes­
sional studies at a  university o r professional school. They discover 
that what the Institu te  offers generally cannot be ob tained 
elsewhere, and that the sort o f  study it is — philosophical and 
foundational — usually constitutes a field in itself and runs parallel 
to  study elsewhere. M any who go on fo r o ther graduate  study, 
however, find ways to incorporate  m uch o f  their Institu te  w ork into 
their program .

Usually about 50 people study at the Institu te each year. A bout 
400 people have studied here since the Institu te opened in 1967.
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Programs of Study

Admission to the 
Institute

The criteria for adm ission to the M aster o f  Philosophical F o unda­
tions program , the C ertificate in C hristian  Studies program , and 
Special Study are com petence and readiness to undertake the kind 
o f  advanced study the Institu te offers. The usual official prere­
quisite is a  baccalaureate degree w ith high achievem ent, o r the 
equivalent, preferably w ith an undergraduate  concen tration  directly 
related to the app lican t’s intended field o f  em phasis at the Institute.

W e apply the sam e academ ic criteria to all applicants for the C er­
tificate and M asters course and  for Special Study. We do, however, 
seek to determ ine an app lican t’s suitability fo r the particu lar kind 
o f  study he or she intends to follow . C onsequently  our expectations 
o f applicants vary. This m eans, for exam ple, that in som e cases we 
may offer an  applicant adm ission to  the C ertificate  p rogram  but 
not to  the M asters, or to Special Study but not to  the C ertificate 
program .

A n applicant fo r adm ission to the Institu te in the M asters or Cer­
tificate program s, or for two or m ore units o f Special S tudy should 
subm it the following:

1. a  com pleted academ ic application  form ;
2'. copies o f  transcrip ts recording all previous academ ic study in 

college, university, and professional school;
3. two academ ic recom m endations from  people qualified to com ­

m ent on the academ ic m erits o f  the app lican t’s previous study and 
on her or his preparation  and prospects for successful graduate 
study; for doctoral studies send three academ ic references;

4. one personal recom m endation from  a person who knows the 
applicant well and  can com m ent on his or her purposefulness, 
m aturity , and personal readiness fo r g raduate  study;

5. a substantial sam ple o f  the app lican t’s academ ic w ork showing 
ability to research and w rite, such as an essay or research paper;

6. a S tatem ent o f  Purpose indicating how  study at the Institu te 
may help in the pursuit o f  academ ic and personal goals.

A n applicant whose native language is not English m ust show 
evidence o f  com petence to study and write in English at an  ad ­
vanced level. N orm ally such an applicant shou ld  subm it a score o f 
at least 580 in the English language test know n as T O EFL  (c /o  
E ducational Testing Service, P rinceton, New Jersey, USA), o r the 
equivalent.

A person possessing a baccalaureate degree with high achieve­
m ent may enroll in one unit only o f  non-program  study upon the 
approval o f  the Registrar and a Senior M em ber involved. Such a 
person should subm it an application form  and transcrip ts (1 and  2 
above).
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Master of
Philosophical
Foundations

The institu te  accepts transfer o f  credit from  o ther g raduate  in­
stitu tions for work equivalent to Institute study, thereby allowing 
some applicants to enter the M asters program  with advanced 
standing.

The Institute welcomes interested people to a ttend  one founda­
tional sem inar as an aud ito r w ithout credit. Som eone wishing to do 
so should secure the approval o f a Senior M em ber involved. No ap­
plication is necessary.

We encourage people to com plete application  by M ay 30, 
a lthough they will be considered later as well.

The M aster o f Philosophical Foundations program  is a  two-year 
degree course designed to help a person develop a C hristian per­
spective in academ ic study.

There are several elements which con tribu te  to meeting tha t aim. 
First, the institu te  provides a com m unity o f  people w ho together 
w ork at building shared C hristian philosophical insight. Second, we 
offer experience in interdisciplinary study and m ethods. T hird , we 
help develop com petence in critical study o f  the foundational p rob­
lems in a m ajor em phasis. Fourth , we give opportun ity  for the ex­
perience of some research on a question or problem  having founda­
tional im port.

The M asters program  is best suited for students w ho have 
academ ic concerns in m ind. It can be a great benefit to  anyone who 
w ants to  think about a C hristian understanding o f  a specific field 
o f  academic study. O ften it is a good supplem ent to fu rther 
g raduate study elsewhere.

For exam ple, a person planning graduate study in history could 
m ake good use o f concentrated  work on philosophy o f  history. A 
student of litera ture , music o r a rt, could gain understanding by 
work in aesthetics. Persons interested in political science could learn 
a lot from  study o f  a  C hristian view of justice.

Similarly, people headed for non-academ ic careers which require 
advanced professional training can benefit by the M asters p rogram  
as well. For exam ple, students planning sem inary education , law 
school, or social w ork, would be helped by studying respectively 
philosophical theology or the m eaning o f  justice.

The M asters program  begins with study in tw'o fields that have an 
interrelating, interdisciplinary character: biblical-theological study, 
and philosophy. The work continues with sem inar w ork and 
readings in a m ajor em phasis. It culm inates in a thesis.

The Institute aw ards the M asters upon the successful com pletion 
o f eight units, usually as follows:
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First Year
1. Biblical-Theological F oundations
2. Philosophical F oundations
3. Sem inar in M ajor Em phasis
4. G uided Readings in M ajor Em phasis

Second Year
5. Sem inar in M ajor Em phasis
6. Interdisciplinary Seminar
7. and 8. Thesis and Exam ination

O ne unit (excepting the G uided Readings and  Thesis) norm ally  
includes active partic ipation  in a  course for one full year, and  either 
a  w ritten paper (15-30 pages) o r the equivalent.

In som e cases, if the studen t’s undergraduate  m ajo r is d ifferen t 
th an  the  m ajo r em phasis chosen a t the Institu te , add itional study 
m ay be required, thereby lengthening the  tim e needed to  com plete 
th e  M asters.

A  reading knowledge o f  one foreign language appro p ria te  to  the 
m ajor area  is required.

The Jun io r M em ber (student m em ber o f  the  academ ic com m uni­
ty) is responsible fo r selecting his or her course o f study , upon  the 
approval o f the Senior M em ber w ho acts as his o r her m entor. The 
m entor is a Senior M em ber in the  student’s m ajor em phasis.

A t present there are five m ajor em phases: Ph ilosophy , Theology, 
H istory , A esthetics, and P olitical Theory.

Thesis and Examination
T he thesis consists o f  a  m ajo r paper, 70-100 pages long, related to 
the Jun io r M em ber’s m ajo r em phasis. It entails researched study of 
a  topic, them e, or figure, and  should dem onstrate  th a t the student 
can  w ork com petently  in a  critical way on a  foundational m atter in 
his o r her m ajo r em phasis.

W e urge the  Jun io r M em ber to select a thesis topic during  the 
first year so th a t as m uch as possible w ork in the sem inars may 
relate to and  support the thesis. The Ju n io r M em ber is required to 
subm it a  10-page prospectus o f  the thesis a t the beginning o f  the 
second year. The thesis topic m ust be approved  by the Jun ior 
M em ber’s m entor and  a  second Senior M em ber, w ho together con­
stitu te  the Jun io r M em ber’s Thesis C om m ittee.

The m aster’s exam ination comes a t the com pletion  o f  the thesis. 
I t is an  oral exam ination , two hours long, which focuses upon  the 
thesis and  includes an  exploration  o f  su rrounding and  supporting  
know ledge. The exam ination  is conducted by the Jun io r M em ber’s 
Thesis C om m ittee, together with an outside reader. A  w ritten
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Certificate in 
Christian Studies

evaluation of the thesis by the outside reader must be secured prior 
to the examination. If the outside reader cannot be present, then a 
third Senior Member will join the examination. Successful comple­
tion o f the examination constitutes approval o f the thesis.

Further details concerning deadlines, substitutions, and other re­
quirements are listed separately in "Additional Regulations,” 
available at the Institute office.

General Program
The general program  leading to  the C ertificate in  Christian Studies 
aim s to introduce Junior M em bers, w ithin on e year’s tim e, to  a 
system atic understanding o f  a  Christian perspective in learning.

There are three parts to the program . First is b ib lical-theological 
study to  help provide a  sound basis for a C hristian perspective  
w hich can  support theory. Second is C hristian ph ilosophy as the 
m edium  o f  relating b ib lical insights to  a m ajor area. T hird is the 
opportunity to  u se  a  C hristian perspective in  on e m ajor fie ld .

T he program  is designed  for  peop le w h ose  m ain  in terest is 
academ ic, peop le w ho w ant to w ork ou t a C hristian  perspective in  a 
particular field . U su a lly , they lo o k  u p on  this year’s study as a  sup­
plem ent to  further graduate study or p rofess ion a l train ing related to  
their fie ld  o f  interest.

T he Institute aw ards the C ertificate u p on  the su ccessfu l com p le­
tion  o f  three units. T w o  units are taken  as “ C ertificate u n its”  for  
w hich  all regular w ork is required excep t a m ajor paper. A  third  
unit m ust in clu d e a m ajor paper 2 5 -30  pages in length . T h e units 
are selected  fro m  th e  regular cou rse  o ffer in g s o f  the  Institu te . N o r ­
m ally the three u n its are arranged in th is  pattern:

1. B ib lica l-T h eo lo g ica l F o u n d a tio n s
2 . P h ilo so p h ica l F o u n d a tio n s
3 . S em inar in  a  M a jo r  E m p h asis

A  q u alified  p erson  m ay se lect a fou r th  u n it fro m  the list o f  
sem in ars o ffe r e d , o r  th e  G u id ed  R ea d in g  in  the M ajor E m p h asis .

A  Junior M em b er’s w ork  in  a ll un its o f  C ertifica te  study is ar­
ranged  in d iv id u a lly  so  that ea ch  p erso n ’s n eed s an d  in terests m ay  
b est be sa t is f ie d . A  Ju n ior M em b er d esign s the  d eta ils o f  h is or  her  
o w n  y ea r’s stu d y  in  c o n su lta tio n  w ith  a  S en ior  M em b er ad v isor .

O ther req u irem en ts are g iven  in  “ A d d itio n a l R e g u la t io n s .”
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Special Study

Doctoral Studies
by Arrangement with 
The Free University 
of Amsterdam

The Institute welcomes those w ho wish to enroll in courses and 
sem inars w ithout having to  meet degree o r certificate requirem ents. 
We invite all people to com e here fo r a  year to  learn from  our 
w ork, share in the com m unity o f  scholars, an d  follow their own 
particu lar academ ic interests.

W e call this arrangem ent Special Study. D uring any one year o f 
study a  Jun ior M em ber, according to  background  and  in terest, may 
select from  one to  four units in the curriculum . A dm ission re­
quirem ents fo r Special S tudy are the sam e as adm ission to  the C er­
tificate and M asters program s.

Special Study is suited fo r those w ho have several diverse in­
terests to pursue as well as fo r those w ho w ant to  w ork on  one 
well-defined pro ject. It is particularly  good fo r a  g raduate  student 
a t a nearby university w ho wishes to  partic ipa te  regularly  in the In­
stitu te’s academ ic com m unity. G raduate  studen ts enrolled in degree 
program s elsewhere are invited to jo in  an Institu te  sem inar. In some 
cases it may be possible to  arrange a special tu to ria l w ith a  Senior 
M em ber. Special S tudy is also a  good way for som eone to  jo in  a 
sem inar w ho cannot study full-tim e.

At registration in Septem ber, the Jun io r M em ber selects a m entor
— a Senior M em ber closest to  his or her interests — and w orks out 
a  schedule o f  courses w ith the m en to r’s approval. T o enter any 
course, the student needs the approval o f  the app ro p ria te  Senior 
M em ber.

A t any tim e a fte r  beginning Special Study, the  Ju n io r M em ber 
may apply to  the A cadem ic S tandards C om m ittee to  enter a cer­
tificate or degree program . T he Ju n io r M em ber m ust then  meet the 
requirem ents o f  the p rogram  entered.

The Institu te m aintains an  arrangem ent with the Free University 
o f  A m sterdam  whereby in individual cases a  Ju n io r M em ber m ay 
pursue studies which begin in the Institu te and  conclude in the 
Free University o f  A m sterdam , leading to the P h .D . degree 
aw arded by the Free University o f  A m sterdam . T he arrangem ent 
entails the recognition by the Free U niversity th a t w ork taken at the 
Institu te m ay be regarded as equivalent to  pre-d issertation  study at 
the Free University.

These doctoral studies are intended for people whose vocational 
goal is a life o f scholarship and teaching in or related to  philosophy 
or the philosophy o f a particular field o f  study. O ur aim  is to  help 
develop scholars w ho can becom e independent and  con tribu ting  
m em bers o f  the academ ic com m unity, com petent to  teach o thers, 
knowledgeable in philosophy, and ready to  help gain C hristian  in­
sight into learning.
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O ur prog ram  relates directly w ith the C entral In terfaculty  of 
Philosophy a t the Free University. It allows study in philosophy 
and  the philosophy o f  a  particu lar field.

The program  is designed to  take a  m inim um  o f  four years after  
the M asters degree. It includes tw o years o f  residence leading to the 
Institu te’s Com prehensive E xam ination , follow ed by a t least two 
years to  research and write the doctoral d issertation.

The tw o years o f residence are designed to  m ake it possible for a 
student to  receive exem ption from  the “ docto raal exam en”  a t the 
Free U niversity, m aking him  or her eligible to  be accepted by a p ro ­
fessor in the C entral In terfacu lty  o f  P hilosophy to  w ork on a  doc­
to ral d issertation . A  Senior M em ber o f  the Institu te  acts as a jo in t 
supervisor and m entor.

The entire course o f  study allows the studen t to  draw  upon the 
resources o f  tw o institu tions. It is a  flexible process which en­
courages the student to  take the prim ary  responsibility and initiative 
in constructing and follow ing the course o f  study.

C om plete details o n  this cooperative program  in doctoral studies 
are  presented in a  separate packet entitled “ D octoral S tud ies,”  and 
is available on request from  the Institu te  office.
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Seminars and Courses

T he course descriptions which are here given identify  the sem inars 
and  courses which the Institute o ffers over a three-year period. O n­
ly the first courses listed are offered every year. All others are 
courses in the m ajor em phases and m ost are offered  on an a lter­
nating tw o-year cycle. The exact listings for each year are printed 
separately as “ M ajor Em phasis P rogram s and  C ourse O u tlines,”  a 
packet which contains full course outlines, bibliographies, and other 
relevant program  inform ation .

General 

•  Biblical-Theological Foundations
W hole year, annually

A sem inar for reflection on the biblical scriptures with em phasis on 
how  to read and understand them . The work concentrates on a 
close study o f  biblical writings and m ajo r biblical themes as an aid 
in developing a w orld view which integrates life and provides a 
basis for academ ic theorizing. The first ha lf includes herm eneutics, 
and  the scope, structure, and  au thority  o f  the Bible. The second 
h a lf moves to  several biblical themes: creation , fall, redem ption, 
eschaton, covenant and the kingdom  of G od, soul, body and image 
o f  G od, C hurch. The year ends with exegesis o f  a biblical book.

•  Philosophical Foundations
W hole year, annually

A n exam ination o f  the m ajor them es o f  C hristian  philosophy, 
especially as relevant to the philosophical categories frequently  used 
in courses at the Institute. The course opens with an  intensive two 
week short course (two weeks prior to registration  day) during 
which the principal ideas o f  a C hristian  philosophy are introduced. 
T hereafter follow both  system atic and historical studies. M ajor 
themes include creation-fall-redem ption , categorial fram ew orks, 
religion, the nature o f  knowledge and theory, the struc tu re  o f 
hum an personality, universals and individuality . Special a tten tion  is 
given to  the philosophies o f  V ollenhoven and Dooyeweerd and 
subsequent m odifications o f  their w ork.

9  The Interdisciplinary Seminar (Senior M em bers)
W hole year, annually

The Interdisciplinary Sem inar involves m ost Senior M em bers, all 
second year M asters students (unless a substitu tion  has been a l­
lowed), and a  few C ertificate students and  Special Study students 
w ho are adm itted by special provision. The Interdisciplinary 
Sem inar is held each year on a them e or problem  which relates to 
all the m ajor em phases. T he them e for the com ing year is an ­
nounced in the Spring.
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•  Guided Readings in a Major Emphasis (Senior M em bers)
W hole year, annually

The G uided R eadings in a M ajor Em phasis is a  course o f  readings 
conducted in tu to ria l style. It is designed to  broaden  and  round  out 
the m ajor area  by including a spread of readings beyond those 
which the  m ajo r sem inars provide. T here is a  d ifferent list fo r each 
m ajor, giving books and  articles from  which the  student selects the 
equivalent o f six o r seven books. T he student begins on  the 
readings early in the  first year. A fte r com pleting each book or a rti­
cle, the student either holds an oral discussion w ith the m entor or 
writes a  b rief paper.

Philosophy

•  Epistemology (Hart)
W hole year, 1984-85

The sem inar exam ines con tem porary  developm ents in our views o f 
knowledge, logic, theory, and science. It begins with a  historical 
study o f  how we in our culture cam e to favor rational knowing 
above or even to the exclusion o f  o ther types o f know ing. A fter 
that we take a critical look at the dom inan t view o f the last half- 
century as found in m ovem ents such as positivism , scientism , o r the 
analytic trad ition . Next, we study critiques o f  that dom inan t view in 
the work o f  people such as Dewey, D ooyew eerd, Polanyi, Rad- 
nitzky, W o ltersto rff and o thers. A n attem pt will be m ade to move 
tow ards the developm ent o f  a position  which takes its departu re  
from  the Biblical perspective on knowledge and tru th .

•  Ontology (Hart)
Whole year, 1985-86

Lectures and w ork sessions will concentrate  on the developm ent o f 
positions on crucial topics in ontology. The perspective taken is the 
confession that reality is the creation o f  G od through his W ord and 
by his Spirit. Topics treated  are: universality, subjectivity, entities 
and their functions in their relationships, the subject-object relation 
and the part-w hole relation , tim e and  developm ent, unity  and  diver­
sity, to tality  and coherence, and the nature o f  hum anity.
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Theology

Philosophical Theology: D octrine o f C reation  (O lthuis)
W hole year, 1984-85

This sem inar will investigate exegetically what the Scriptures reveal 
about creation and historically w hat the C hurch  has confessed and 
thought about creation. Theologically we will be developing a doc­
trine o f creation in the m odern context and ethically we will explore 
its im plications for daily living. We will pay a tten tion  to classical, 
neo-orthodox, process, and evolutionary theories with special focus 
on the im portance o f beginning with a “ good c rea tio n .”

Pneum atology ( Vandervelde)
W hole ) ear, 1984-85

An exam ination o f the doctrine o f  the person and activity o f  the 
Spirit in relationship to  the W ord and  the jo in t operation  o f  the 
Spirit and the W ord in personal, cu ltural and cosmic renewal. 
Specific atten tion  will be paid to questions such as the relation o f  
the Spirit to the direction o f  com m unal C hristian  endeavours, the 
m eaning o f  “ sp irituality”  and the validity o f the distinction be­
tween the special and the general operation  o f  the Spirit.

F.cdesiology ( Vandervelde)
W hole year, 1985-86

T he course will exam ine basic questions concerning the nature and 
task o f the church. A m ong the m ajor them es to be considered are 
the following: the relationship o f the church as o rganization  to the 
church as people o f G od; the relationship o f C hurch and Kingdom; 
the nature and function o f office, ord ination , and  au thority ; the 
unique calling o f the church as institu tion  with respect to the issues 
of our time.

Philosophical Aesthetics

H istory of Aesthetic Theory (Seerveld)
W hole year, 1984-85

A few representative positions taken in aesthetic theory throughout 
history will be exam ined to show the contours o f  an historiographic 
m ethodology rooted in a C hristian philosophical perspective. The 
pivotal problem atics fashioned by Kant and Hegel for subsequent 
aesthetic theory will be critically analyzed. Im portan t texts for in- 
depth analysis will be selected from  writings o f P lotinus, 
Baum garten, Schelling, Nietzsche, Dewey, Heidegger, and A dorno.
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•  System atic A esthetic T heory (Seerveld)
W hole year, 1984-86

This sem inar consists o f  analysis of key concepts, ideas, and 
categories im portan t for a C hristian aesthetic theory busy in­
vestigating “ the aesthetic d im ension”  o f  creaturely existence, 
especially o f  hum an life. A n exam ination o f  “ m etap h o r” and “ the 
sym bolic”  is planned fo r 1984-86, with continuing investigations in­
to “ im aginativity”  and “ tas te .”  This sem inar is held in the context 
o f  the Interdisciplinary Sem inar.

•  Theory o f  A rl H istoriography (Seerveld/
W hole year, 1985-86

Several basic positions taken on the nature o f art historiography 
will be explicated in o rder to illustrate certain  dilem m as facing 
historians o f  art and  literature. Then an attem pt will be m ade to 
propose several fundam ental categories which can bring C hristian 
understanding to key problem s (e.g. the relative norm advity  o f  a r t­
w orks, historical contextuality  and responsibility, periodization). 
Finally, there will be detailed study o f  theorists and artists in a 
definite period, in o rder to test out insights o f the working 
m ethodology. For 1985-86: R om antic texts such as w orks by 
Rousseau, G oethe, Delacroix, R uskin, and Poe.

Political Theory 

•  H um an Rights (Marshall)
Whole year, 1984-85

M uch m odern discussion of political principles, both inside and 
outside the academ y, takes the form  o f discussion o f  hum an rights. 
However, there are conflicting claims m ade about what hum an 
rights are, what hum an rights can or do exist, and  what the basis o f  
such rights is. The course will review the history o f  hum an rights 
theories from  1300 to the present, paying particu lar a ttention  to the 
efflorescence o f  such theories in the seventeenth century and in the 
form ation o f  liberalism . We will then consider m odern analytic 
theories o f rights, such as those o f Rawls, Nozick, and Dworkin as 
well as con tem porary  C hristian  theories o f  rights.
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T oleration  (Marshall)
W hole year, 1985-86

The them e o f  to leration  is o f  vital political im portance, yet it is 
studied com paratively little either historically or system atically. In 
this course we will try to determ ine w hat to leration  is and  is not, 
w hat political to leration  is and is not, w hat the history o f  to leration  
looks like, which factors m ake for to lera tion , w hat the roots, 
strengths and weaknesses o f  m odern to leration  are, and  w hat things 
can  and cannot be tolerated.

D ooyew eerd’s Social and Political T hough t (Zvlstra)
Second  h a lf  year, 1985-86

T he sem inar exam ines the origins o f D ooyew eerd’s social 
philosophy in the context o f  classical C hristian  thought. It com ­
pares his philosophy o f  law with the trad itional na tu ra l law and 
m odern positivist approaches. A nd it focuses on the scope as well 
as limits o f his pluralist understanding o f  the social o rder. The 
prim ary texts used are D ooyew eerd’s R o o ts  o f  W estern C ulture  and  
A  N ew  Critique o f  Theoretical Thought, vol. III.
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General Information

The Academic Calendar
The academ ic calendar is year-round, beginning in Septem ber. It is 
divided in to  two parts. P art one is the period o f  resident study  
from  Septem ber th rough  April when sem inars m eet fo r tw o 14 week 
term s and when all Ju n io r an d  Senior M em bers are  present. All 
new Jun io r M em bers begin Philosophical Foundations two weeks 
before the start o f  the fall term . P a rt tw o is the sum m er  period, 
M ay through A ugust, when Jun io r M em bers engaged in full-tim e 
M asters o r  P h .D . program s devote themselves to their research and 
writing, as do  the Senior M embers.

1984-85 1985-86
Philosophical Foundations sem inar 

starts fo r new Ju n io r M embers Sept. 4 Sept. 3
Registration and sta rt o f  sem inars Sept. 17 Sept. 16
C hristm as break starts Dec. 21 Dec. 20
Sem inars resum e Jan. 4 Jan . 3
Resident study ends April 19 A pril 18

D etails regarding deadlines fo r requirem ents for certificates, 
degrees, sem inars and o ther units are listed separately in “ A ddi­
tional R egula tions,”  available a t the Institu te office.

Accreditation
The Institute aw ards the degree o f M aster o f  Philosophical Founda­
tions upon the au tho rity  o f a charter granted  by the Legislature of 
O ntario  and  given by Royal Assent in N ovem ber 1983. In C anada a 
charter constitu tes full recognition o f  degrees.

The P h .D . degree is aw arded by the Free University o f  A m ster­
dam  which is a fully recognized university.

G raduates holding the m asters degree from  the Institute have 
secured adm ission for fu rther graduate w ork in a  num ber o f  univer­
sities in C an ad a , the U nited States and the United Kingdom. They 
are adm itted to docto ra l work after the m asters degree w hen the 
quality o f  their work has been strong and when there is good con­
tinuity between their m asters p rogram  and their proposed doctoral 
program .
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R esearch Facilities
T he Institute has a relationship w ith the library system o f the 
University o f  T oron to  which gives our Ju n io r M em bers com plete 
university library  privileges. This includes access to som e four 
m illion volumes and extensive jo u rn a l holdings d istributed  am ong 
fifty  special libraries th roughout the U niversity o f  T oro n to , as well 
as borrow ing and stack entry  privileges a t the R obarts Research 
L ibrary . Jun ior M em bers have access to  the In ternational In ­
terlibrary  L oan system through either the Institu te’s library or the 
R obarts Research L ibrary.

The Institu te possesses a  small basic library o f  its own and  p ro ­
vides library study space fo r Jun io r M em bers. Jun io r M em bers m ay 
apply fo r an individual study desk in the Institu te’s library for p er­
sonal use th roughout the year.
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Academic Fees
Academ ic fees are determined from year to year. For the years
1984-85“and 1985-86. They are:
(1) Full-time study (2-4 units) $1675 in 1984-85 and $1875 in
1985-86.
(2) One unit (seminar, tutorial or guided readings) $400 in 1984-85 
and $465 in 1985-86.
(3) To maintain degree candidacy in a  year when the Junior 
Member is not enrolled for any seminar units (in addition to library 
fee): $170 in 1984-85, $200 in 1985-86.
(4) Audit, one unit without credit: $200 in 1984-85, $230 in 
1985-86.

There are certain exceptions to these fees:
(1) One unit (credit or audit) for persons paying full-time tuition  
elsewhere: half o f  the regular fee.
(2) Full-time Junior Members taking courses elsewhere receive a 
reduction o f  their Institute fees at the rate o f  50% o f the amount 
paid elsewhere.
(3) When a husband and wife enroll together at the Institute the 
fees o f one will be reduced by 50% , provided that at least one full­
time fee is paid.

Full time Junior Members pay one half o f  their fees at the 
September registration, and one half on or before the resumption 
o f  seminars in January. All others pay all their fees at the 
September registration. Fees are payable in Canadian dollars or in 
other currencies at the current rate o f  exchange.

Accom m odation
The Institute does not have housing facilities. It is, however, 
located in an area o f  Toronto that offers a wide range o f  housing 
for both single and married people. Single Junior Members com ­
m only rent an apartment or house together where they share 
household duties and costs. On this cooperative basis, housing and 
food  can cost as little as $250 per person per month, depending on 
actual circumstances. Often inform ation on available accom m oda­
tion can be obtained in advance from  the Institute office but in all 
cases the responsibility for finding accommodations lies with the 
Junior Members themselves.
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Financial Aid
T he Institu te’s financial aid program  has lim ited funds w hich we 
use to  supplem ent a  Jun io r M em ber’s o ther financial resources. O ur 
aim  is to  go as far as we can  tow ard enabling all academ ically 
qualified applicants to  a ttend  the Institu te . Recently we have been 
able to aw ard  funds on the basis o f  need to  Jun io r M em bers study­
ing full-tim e in the M asters and  P h .D . program s. Aid usually comes 
as a  direct grant coupled with o ther m eans o f  m eeting a person ’s 
expenses — part-tim e em ploym ent, spouse’s em ploym ent, loans, 
and  other funds. C anad ian  and  A m erican students in the M asters 
program  are able to  qualify  fo r governm ent guaran teed  student 
loans.

A dvanced Ju n io r M em bers (second year or later) m ay apply for 
partic ipation  in H earing and Doing. This is an  o p portun ity  to  teach 
C hristian  Perspective courses to  undergraduates on nearby universi­
ty cam puses. This is a  form  o f  teaching assistantsh ip  which brings a 
stipend.

A person wishing to  apply for financial aid  should subm it a 
financial aid application  along with his o r  her academ ic application . 
A n application  form  and a sheet explaining the aid  program  m ore 
fully are available upon request from  the Institu te  office. A pplica­
tions received by M arch 15 are considered in a first round  o f  aid 
aw ards; those received by M ay 30 in a final round.

Entrance into Canada
Persons from  a country  o ther than C anada m ust m eet C anadian  
Im m igration and  Custom s regulations for en trance into C anada. To 
ob ta in  a  student visa, a person m ust have a  letter o f  acceptance as a 
full-tim e Jun io r M em ber a t the Institute o r ano ther academ ic in­
stitu tion , and  have p ro o f o f  financial independence, such as a letter 
from  a bank , a bank book, or a letter from  som e person or institu­
tion  which assum es financial responsibility. W ith such credentials 
student visas m ay be obtained , usually w ithou t difficulty , a t the 
C anadian  border or a t any C anadian  consulate.

In o rder to  take em ploym ent in C anada, a person with ap­
p rop ria te  qualifications m ust ob ta in  a  w ork perm it o r sta tus as a 
landed im m igrant by applying at a C anad ian  consulate usually at 
least six m onths in advance o f  planned date  o f  entry into C anada.
It should be noted th a t a t the present time it is very difficult to ob ­
ta in  either a w ork perm it or landed im m igrant status.
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Visiting the Institute
W e welcome scholars from  o ther colleges and  universities as well as 
prospective students who wish to get to  know our w ork to  visit the 
Institute. T he best tim e to  visit is betw een Septem ber and A pril 
when sem inars are in session. Those planning to  com e for a  day or 
tw o should  n o tify  the Institu te  office in advance to  arrange the best 
schedule. P rospective students can usually m eet with a  Senior 
M em ber, an d  o ften  fin d  accom m odations v/ith Jun ior M em bers. 
Scholars are  invited to  spend all o r a  po rtion  o f  their sabbatical 
year at the  Institu te .

The Objects and Purposes o f the Institute for Christian Studies 
(from the Institute for Christian Studies Act 1983):

(a) to operate  an d  m aintain  an  institu tion  fo r post-secondary education  
and research in all areas o f  learning based on the Scriptures o f  the 
O ld and N ew  Testam ents and consistent with the Basis and  E duca­
tional C reed o f  the Institute;

(b) to advance scholarship  in all areas o f  learning so as to exhibit the 
coherence o f all reality in C hrist and in this way to  equip people to 
direct their lives by the Gospel; and

(c) to sponsor a t o ther institutions lectureships, courses, teaching p ro ­
gram s and  research projects.

The Preamble, Basis, and Educational Creed 

Preamble
In hum ble aw areness o f  our dependence upon the Triune G od, who 
called all th ings into being to his ow n glory and proclaim ed to men 
and women, a f te r  they had transgressed his Law, his forgiving love, 
which was revealed to  us fully in the sending o f  his Son, Jesus 
Christ, we do , o u t o f  gratitude for his undeserved favour and  in 
conform ity  w ith his requirem ent th a t we consecrate ourselves and 
all things to  him , establish in accordance with the principles and 
provisions herein set forth , an association  for the p rom otion  of 
scripturally  directed higher learning. T o  this end we beseech of him 
that he graciously  grant us both  now and  in the future men and 
women equ ipped  for our task with special gifts o f  heart and mind 
together w ith the m eans to enable them  to do this w ork, and  that 
he always bless our association to his honour and to the salvation 
o f  his people, particularly in C anada and  the United States o f 
Am erica, in o rd er that they may be a blessing to both lands and  all 
their inhab itan ts.
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Basis
T he suprem e standard  o f  the association shall be the Scriptures o f  
the Old and New T estam ents, here confessed to be the  W ord of 
G od  in the sense o f  the historic creeds o f  the P ro te s tan t R eform a­
tion .

Educational Creed
Believing that Scripture reveals certain  basic principles intensely 
relevant to education , we confess that:

Life: T hat hum an  life in its entirety  is religion. C onsequently , 
scholarly study unfolds itself as service either o f  the one true G od 
o r o f an idol.

Scripture: T hat Scripture the  W ord o f  G od  w ritten , in instructing 
us o f  G od, ourselves and the structu re o f  creation , is that integral 
and  active divine W ord or Pow er by which G od , th rough  his Spirit 
attaches us to and enlightens us in the T ru th , w hich is C hrist.

Christ: T hat the Christ o f  the Scriptures, the W ord o f  G od Incar­
nate, is the Redeem er and Renewer o f  o u r life in its entirety  and 
therefore also o f  our theoretical thought.

Reality: T hat the essence o r heart o f all created reality is the 
covenantal com m union o f  hum an  beings with G od in Christ.

Knowledge: T hat true knowledge is m ade possible by true religion 
an d  arises from  the know ing activity o f  the hum an  heart enlight­
ened th rough  the W ord o f  G od by the H oly Spirit. T hus religion 
plays its decisive ordering role in the understand ing  o f  our everyday 
experience and our theoretical pursuits.

Scholarship: (a) T hat the diligent pursuit o f  theoretical thought in a 
com m unity o f  scholars is essential to the obedient and  thankful 
response o f G o d ’s people to  the cultu ral m andate. T he task o f the 
scholar is to  give a  scientific account o f  the s tructu re o f  creation 
and  thereby prom ote a  m ore effective ordering o f the everyday ex­
perience o f  the entire com m unity.

(b) T hat because o f  G o d ’s gracious preservation o f  creation after 
the  fall, those who reject the W ord o f  G od as the o rdering  principle 
o f  life provide m any valuable insights in to  the com m on structure o f 
reality; nevertheless, the central religious antithesis o f  direction in 
life rem ains. W e therefore reject the possibility o f the synthesis o f 
scripturally  directed thought with any o ther system o f  thought.



I n s t i tu t e  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  S tu d ie s 39

Academic Freedom: T h at scholarly pursuits are to be undertaken in 
the God-given freedom  o f a com plete and  vo luntary  subm ission to  
the W ord o f  G od and the divine laws th a t govern hum an life. The 
responsible freedom  o f  the scholar m ust be protected  against any 
constrain t o r dom ination  o f  the church, sta te , industry, or other 
societal structure.

Summary: T h at all scholarship pursued in faithfu l obedience to the 
divine m andate will heed the norm ative direction o f  G od’s W ord, 
will acknowledge his Law  to  which creation  in all its spheres is sub­
ject, and  will bow before C hrist’s Kingship over all scientific w ork.
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