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A CHRISTIAN GRADUATE SCHOOL

he Institute for Christian Studies provides graduate
Teducation that addresses the spiritual foundations
of learning, engages the predominant thinking within
our culture, and equips Christians around the world to

be effective leaders in the academic arena and in

I

other areas of society.
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Qur Mission

The Institute for Christian Studies provides graduate-level education inspired
by the Gospel's claim that “all things were created in and through Jesus Christ,
who is the source of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 1:15 and 2:3). ICS
addresses the spiritual foundations of learning and equips Christians around the
world to be effective leaders in the academic arena and in other areas of society.

Who We Are

ICS is a member-supported Christian graduate school with a biblically-based
mandate to advance Christian scholarship. ICS seeks to honour and proclaim
Jesus Christ as the Redeemer of life and the Renewer of thought and learning
through teaching, research and community service.

An Academic Community at Work

1CS equips students for academic and other vocations through unique
programs of graduate-level education. Offering two master's degree programs
and a doctoral program, ICS combines the advantages of a small graduate
school with the expertise of a widely-published and established faculty.
Members of ICS participate in shared learning through participatory seminars,
mentoring and an interdisciplinary approach to study.

1CS has a formal link with the Free University in the Netherlands, and is an
Affiliated Member of the Toronto School of Theology at the University of
Toronto and an affiliate of the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities.

Community Life

ICS is an academic community. Students are referred to as Junior Members’
and faculty as ‘Senior Member’s. The community aspect of ICS is expressed not
only in academic work, but also in worship and social activities.

Setting

The Institute for Christian Studies is located in the heart of Toronto, Ontario.
Situated across the street from the University of Toronto, Canada's largest
university, [CS has access to many of Canada's best research facilities. Toronto
itself offers many opportunities: art galleries, theatres, concerts and more.
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=y Dates

FALL SEMESTER 2004

September 7 & 8 Incoming Junior Member Orientation
September ¢ Incoming Junior Member Registration
September 10 Returning Junior Member Registration
September 11 Fall Refreat

September 13 Classes Begin

September TBA - Research Methods Course

October 18-22 Reading Week

December 13 Classes End

SPRING SEMESTER 2005 :

January 5 Classes Begin

February 14-18 Reading Week

April 11 Classes End
April TBA Spring Retreat
TBA Summer course
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"Studying at ICS has far exceeded
my expectations. This year has
been the ideal sabbatical from
teaching. | have been encouraged,
accommodated, refreshed,
supported and welcomed in the ICS
community. Here, | have found the
freedom to pursue old interests and
| have been challenged to take up
new ones. My only regret is that

the program ended so quickly."

Tanya Weber, Master of Worldview Studies student
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Dear friend,
The Institute for Christian Studies
offers you something unique.

The Institute has a special
mission. We seek to honour Jesus
Christ as the Redeemer of life and the
Renewer of thought and learning. If
you come to ICS, you will be part of
a school that holds this conviction as
integral to all teaching and research.

ICS has unique programs. Our
Senior Members and Junior Members
explore not only philosophy but a
whole range of disciplines. Our research
and teaching concentrate on ‘hinge’
issues in various fields - issues upon
which the doors of understanding turn.

ICS is an academic community.
We refer to our faculty as ‘Senior
Members’ and our students as ‘Junior
Members. Together they explore all “the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge,”
which, according to Colossians 2:3,
are hidden in Jesus Christ.

ICS has a special setting. We are
located in the heart of Toronto, across
the street from the University of

'he President

Toronto, Canada’ largest university.
ICS Junior Members have ready
access to the University’s immense
learning resources. And Toronto is
truly a global city, offering
unparalleled cultural diversity within
an exciting urban environment.

ICS is a wonderful place for Junior
Members who feel called to an
academic career to hone their gifts.
We offer master’s and Ph.D. degrees,
essential credentials for college and
university professors. ICS also
welcomes Junior Members with other
aspirations or commitments who
want to explore a biblical worldview
and its implications in a variety of
vocational or cultural settings.

In today's fast-paced world, ours is
a dynamic mission. As a school rooted
in the Reformed tradition, we accept
the call to be continually reforming;
we strive to remain open to God's
leading in relation to the cultural and
intellectual issues of the day.

The Institute welcomes Junior
Members who want to reflect deeply
on the role of Christian faith in
learning. I invite you to read on and
to consider joining in our important
and exciting mission.

Harry Fernhout, President
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Our History

CS is a Christian graduate school in

the Reformed tradition. Its founders
were profoundly aware of the pivotal
role universities play in setting
directions for culture and society. ICS
opened its doors to students in 1967
in a two-storey house on Lyndhurst
Avenue in Toronto. There was one
professor and no degree programs,
but there was the conviction that a
Christian graduate school would be
vital to generating ideas and
developing leaders, and that such a
place could enhance the cultural
discernment of faithful believers.

By 1972, ICS had moved to its
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current location on College Street,
had added several faculty and had
begun granting master’s-level
certification in philosophy. In 1980,
ICS began to develop a doctoral
program in cooperation with the Free
University of Amsterdam. In 1983,
the Ontario provincial legislature
authorized ICS to grant a Master of
Philosophical Foundations, and to
offer a program of doctoral studies in
cooperation with the Free University
leading to a Ph.D granted by the Free
University. In 1992, ICS was
authorized to grant a Master of
Worldview Studies, degree.

For more than three and a half
decades, ICS has pursued its calling
to train Christian scholars by
imparting a radical sense of the
scholarly task in philosophy, theology,
and related disciplines.

Today ICS is a vibrant place of
learning. It combines the advantages
of a small graduate school with the
expertise of an established and
widely-published faculty. 1CS is
affiliated with the Toronto School of
Theology, which allows us a unique,
faith-based dialogue between the
disciplines of philosophy and
theology. With alumni in important
leadership roles in both the academy
and society around the world, ICS
continues to foster the next generation
of Christian scholars and leaders.



Our Convictions

In the diverse world of contemporary
scholarship, ICS emphasizes the
integrality of faith and intellectual
inquiry. We embrace Christ as the
Lord of all learning, and believe that
all scholarship is subject to the
spiritual struggle spoken of in the
Christian scriptures. Trained eyes are
needed to spot the traces of spiritual
struggle both inside and outside one’s
own disciplinary expertise.

ICS promotes an interdisciplinary
approach. In order to attend to the
trace of spiritual struggle, we work to
identify the hinge issues in and across
the humanities and the social
sciences. These hinge issues and ideas
are the pivotal questions from which
the doors of our understanding hang,
swinging open and shut. When
exploring these issues in conversation
with the leading figures and
movements, both contemporary and
historical, we can see clearly what
ideas shape life in conformity with
the Christ revealed in scripture.

Our Hopes

We call our approach to scholarship
“reformational”.

This means several things. First,
we work within the Reformed
intellectual tradition but always with
an eye for self-critique and further
reformation. Second, we seek to
engage, with critical fairness, current
schools of thought and cultural
movements such as postmodernism,
liberalism, neo-pragmatism and
feminism. Third, we also subject
our own assumptions to critical
evaluation. In these ways our

approach aims to open up
alternatives to habits of heart and
mind that presently dominate the
university, and, indeed, our very lives.

ICS continues to prepare new

generations of Christians who will
birth ideas that move the Christian
community toward God, that breathe
the air of the Christian scriptures and
of the Christ there revealed. Those
who come to study here (whatever
the tradition they bring) will be
challenged, but will also find support
within a community of scholars

united in serving the God of the
scriptures as the Lord of learning.
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Message From

\

To pursue graduate studies an
unusual gift. It comes with a
blessing, but also with a risk. The risk
is that many people will
misunderstand or ignore one’s work.
Yet the contemporary societies rely on
scholars for the careful research and
thoughtful reflection that they
provide. And to contribute in this
way is a blessing,

ICS lets you experience this gift
among visionary scholars who are
supported by the good will of faithful
believers. It is an academic
community, upheld by prayer, that
pursues philosophical questions at
the frontiers of human learning. We
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The Acodemlc Dean

address the hinge issues in life and
culture and so seek to be agents of
transformation in contemporary
society. The gift of taking part in this
venture is a wonder indeed.

I invite you to take up the blessing
and the risk of doing philosophy with
a purpose. I ask you to consider joining
this academic adventure. At ICS you
will find a friendly and challenging
place to pursue a critical, creative,
and faithful engagement with God’s
world. You will discover just how
unusual is the gift of belonging to a
community of faith-filled scholars.

Lambert Zuidervaart, Academic Dean




Ead

he Institute for Christian Studies

confers two degrees, the Master of
Philosophical Foundations (M.Phil.F)
and the Master of Worldview Studies
(M.WS.), and offers, in cooperation
with the Free University (Vrije
Universiteit) in Amsterdam, the
Netherlands, a program of studies
leading to the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy (Ph.D.).

In Canada, provincial governments
have jurisdiction over higher education
and the granting of academic degrees.
The Institute for Christian Studies
operates under a charter granted by
the Ontario Legislature in the
Institute for Christian Studies Act,
1983 (amended in 1992).

The M Phil.E degree is awarded
upon the successful completion of
two years of full-time study. The
program requirements include the
writing and oral defense of a thesis.
The M.WS. is awarded upon the
successful completion of a one-year

and Accreditation

program consisting of eight courses.
In the Ph.D. program* all course
work is offered by ICS and the pre-
dissertation exam is done under 1CS
supervision. The doctoral dissertation
is jointly supervised by ICS and the
Free University, and the Free University
grants the degree after successful
completion of the dissertation. While
this cooperative program operates
under a Ministerial Consent granted
by the Ontario Ministry of Training,
Colleges and Universities, the
Ministry itself does not certify the
joint program. However, the program
offered at ICS is equivalent to the
Free University's doctoral program.

* This program is offered under the consent of the
Minister of Training, Colleges and Universities until 30
June 2004. (At press time, ICS and the Free University
had made their triennial application for renewal of this
consent, which is expected to be granted.) Prospective
students are responsible for satisfying themselves that the
program and the degree will be appropriate to their néeds
(eg. acceptable to potential employers, professional
licensing bodies, or other educational institutions).
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ICS Affiliations

esides its formal link with the Free University, the Institute for Christian Studies
Bis also an Affiliated Member of the Toronto School of Theology (TST) at the
University of Toronto. The TST is a consortium of seven theological colleges,
representing various Christian. traditions. The seven Member Institutions are:

® Emmanuel College (United Church)

W Knox College (Presbyterian Church)

W Regis College (Roman Catholic: Jesuit)

M St. Augustine's Seminary (Roman Catholic: Diocesan)

M University of St. Michael's College (Roman Catholic: Basilian)

B Trinity College (Anglican)

Wl m Wycliffe College (Anglican)

The TST Member Institutions have over 90 senior faculty members and a
combined enrollment of over 1000 graduate students in a wide variety of
programs. The other Affiliated Members of the TST are:

2,
%‘F ~ m Conrad Grebel College, Waterloo, Ontario (Mennonite)

® McMaster Divinity College, Hamilton, Ontario (Baptist)

The Institute's affiliation with TST is designed to foster extensive academic
interaction. ICS Senior Members are cross-appointed as special faculty of TST
and ICS courses are listed in the TST course calendar. TST students can take
ICS courses for credit in the TST/University of Toronto degree programs and
ICS Junior Members can take TST courses for credit in their ICS programs.

ICS is also an affiliate of the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities
(CCCU) based in Washington, D.C. The CCCU consists of 107 colleges and
universities {primarily in the USA) that share a commitment to an integral
Christian undergraduate education. The CCCU has 62 affiliates in 24 countries.
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ICS Approach

CS is a graduate school for

interdisciplinary philosophy. Our
programs prepare students to provide
leadership on hinge issues in religion,
life,; and society.

Students take courses in various
areas of philosophy and theology, and
they study topics and thinkers central
to the humanities and social sciences.
Our faculty are especially strong in
medieval, nineteenth-century,
continental, and postanalytical
philosophy:.

The M.Phil.E and Ph.D. programs

let students pursue concentrations in
such fields as aesthetics; biblical
studies, education, epistemology,
history of philosophy, social and
political philosophy, philosophy of
religion, and systematic theology.
Students pursue such
concentrations under the personal
guidance of a faculty mentor. The
mentoring relationship is designed to
guide students through their
program’s requirements, and also to
enable them to develop fully their
abilities as emerging scholars.
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Nicholas Ansell, Doctoral defence pending (Free University),
M.Phil.F (Institute for Christian Studies), is ICS’ new professor
of theology. From 2001-2003 Ansell was assistant
professor in theology at The Kings University College in
Edmonton, Alberta. He is interested in engaging a
reformational systematic theology in critical dialogue with
contemporary voices such as pluralism, postmodernism, and
ferninism. He is the author of The Woman Will Overcome
The Warrior: A Dialogue with the Christian/Feminist
Theology of Rosemary Radford Ruether (University Press of America, 1994) and has
been a prolific writer and reviewer in academic and popular Christian publications.
Ansell has, since 1996, been a regular contributor to the British magazine Third
Way, and is the editor of that publication’s Biblical Commentary section.

Doug Blomberg, Ph.D. (Sydney), Ed. D. (Monash),
FACE, is professor of education. Blomberg has been
involved at all levels of Christian schooling for thirty
years, as an administrator, classroom teacher, curriculum
consultant, board member and teacher educator. He served
as founding Principal of the Institute for Christian Education
in Australia from 1979. In 1991, he was appointed a Fellow
of the Australian College of Education for his contribution
; 1o the theory and practice of Christian schooling. In 1991-
1992, Blomberg was a member of the Calvin Center for Christian Scholarship
team that produced A Vision With A Task, and Educating Christian Teachers for
Responsive Discipleship. As well as editing the former book, he edited and
contributed to Reminding: Renewing The Mind in Learning, and Humans Being:
Essays Dedicated to Stuart Fowler. He has also published many articles in
professional and academic journals and other volumes. After serving part-time as
professor of education at ICS from 1997-2000, he took up a full-time appointment in
2003, with the added responsibility of coordinating the Institute's distance
education program. Blombergs current research centres on the implications of a
biblical perspective on wisdom for schooling; he recently completed the manuscript
of a book entitled Wisdom and Curriculum: Christian Schooling After Postmodernity,
and plans to follow this with volumes on teaching, learning and worldview.
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Jonathan Chaplin, Ph.D. (London School of Economics
and Political Science), M.Phil. (Institute for Christian
Studies) is professor of political theory at 1CS. Chaplin is
completing a book on Herman Dooyeweerd's political
thought and is co-editor of Political Theory and Christian
Vision: Essays in Memory of Bernard Zylstra. He has
published scholarly articles on a range of topics in
Christian political theory including pluralism, democracy,
state and society, Reformed and Catholic political
thought, as well as numerous popular articles. He has served as a member of
the Board of the Public Justice Resource Centre, the Social Action Commission
of the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, the Distinguished Advisory Panel of
the "Civitas Program," based at the Center for Public Justice in Washington,
D.C., and the theology committee of the Canadian Ecumenical Jubilee
Initiative. He is currently a member of the Governing Council of the
Dooyeweerd Centre for Christian Philosophy based at Redeemer University
College.

Adrienne Dengerink Chaplin, Ph.D. (Free University)
is professor of philosophical aesthetics. She studied
philosophy, art history and violin at the Free University
and the Sweelinck Conservatory in Amsterdam and lived
and worked in Britain before joining the ICS faculty in
1999. Her teaching foci and research interests are: art
and religion, the history of aesthetics, art and
embodiment (especially the work of Merleau-Ponty),

: < philosophy of music and the question of meaning in
art. She is currently completing a book on the work of Susanne Langer
entitled Aesthetics in a New Key: Susanne K. Langer on Art, Body and Meaning.
She has published various articles on the relation between faith and art and
co-authored the book Art and Soul: Signposts for Christians in the Arts. Adrienne
is the anglophone co-president of the Canadian Society for Aesthetics.
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Robert Sweetman, Ph.D. (University of Toronto), M.S.L.
(Pontifical Institute for Medieval Studies) holds the H.
Evan Runner Chair in the history of philosophy at 1CS.
Sweetman joined the ICS faculty in 1991, after teaching
several years at Calvin College in Michigan. Sweetman's
published articles include “Thomas of Cantimpré,
Performative Reading and Pastoral Care,” “Plotting the
Margins: The Management of Social Plurality in the Later
Middle Ages,” “Of Tall Tales and Small Stories:
Postmodern ‘Fragmatics’ and the Christian Historian,” “Love, Understanding
and the Mystical Knowledge of God” and “Haunting Conceptual Boundaries:
Miracle in the Summa theologiae of Thomas Aquinas” (forthcoming). He is
currently working on two book-length manuscripts: Exemplary Care: Stoic
Therapy, Dominican Pastoral Literature, and the Transformation of Human Identity,
1225-1275 and In the Phrygian Mode: Neo-Calvinism, Antiquity and the
Lamentations of Reformational Philosophy.

Lambert Zuidervaart, Ph.D. (Free University,
Amsterdam), M.Phil. (Institute for Christian Studies) is
professor of philosophy. His primary interests are
philosophy of discourse, social philosophy and
continental philosophy and he does specialized work on
Kant, Hegel, Marx, Heidegger, Gadamer, Habermas,
feminism, and the Frankfurt School. Zuidervaart is the
author of Adorno’s Aesthetic Theory: The Redemption of

. Hlusion, co-author of Dancing in the Dark: Youth, Popular
Culture, and the Electronic Media, and senior co-editor of three books: Pledges of
Jubilee: Essays on the Arts and Culture, The Semblance of Subjectivity: Essays in
Adorno’s Aesthetic Theory, and the Arts, Community and Cultural Democracy. He
has received numerous grants from the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH), the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), and
other agencies. Before joining the ICS faculty, Zuidervaart taught philosophy at
The Kings University College in Edmonton, Alberta (1981-1985) and at Calvin
College in Grand Rapids, Michigan (1985-2002), where he was philosophy
department chair and vice chair of the faculty Senate. He has also served as
board president and Capital Campaign Co-Chair at the Urban Institute for
Contemporary Arts in Grand Rapids, the largest multidisciplinary
contemporary arts centre in Michigan.
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Emeritus Professors

Calvin Seerveld, Ph.D.
(Free University),
Professor of aesthetics
1972-1995

Hendrik Hart, Ph.D.
(Free University),
Professor of systematic
philosophy
1967-2001

Jim Olthuis, Ph.D.
(Free University),
VQ Professor of

| philosophical theology §
1968-2004

George Vandervelde, ThD.
§ (Free University),
Professor of

§ systematic theology
1977-2004

Adjunct Faculty

M. Elaine Botha, Ph.D., Redeemer College, Ancaster, Ontario

D. Vaden House, Ph.D_, ICS, Toronto, Ontario

Sylvia Keesmaat, D. Phil., ICS, Toronto, Ontario

William V. Rowe, Ph.D., University of Scranton, Pennsylvania

Danie FM. Strauss, Ph.D., University of the Orange Free State, Republic of South Africa
Gideon Straus, Ph.D., Canadian Labour Association of Canada

Distinguished Associates

Bob Goudzwaard, Ph.D., Free University, Netherlands

Sander Griffoen, Ph.D., Free University, Netherlands

Peter Schouls, Ph.D., University of New Zealand, New Zealand
M.D. Stafleu, Ph.D., University of Utrecht, Netherlands

Johan van der Hoeven, Ph.D., Free University, Netherlands

N.T. Wright, D. Phil.,, Canon Theologian at Westminster Abbey, UK
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"Any question you ask will be taken seriously.

ICS has expanded my horizons. It's challenged
me and given me the language to articulate

issues and ideas."

Yorick Schulz-Wackerbarth,
Master of Philosophical Foundations student
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Acadearnic Governance

he academic life of ICS several working committees. These

encompasses everything from such | include the Educational Policy,
obvious matters as curriculum and Enrollment Development, Special
assessment to such intangibles as Events; Community Life, and
community life and celebratory Professional Status Committees.
occasions such as Convocation. ICS The Academic Council is
insists on the involvement of Junior responsible, in turn, to the Senate of
and Senior Members alike in its ICS. The Senate, which meets twice
academic planning and decision- yearly, brings to bear the wisdom of
making, several external scholars whose

An Academic Council, comprised familiarity and sympathy with the
of students, faculty, and mission of ICS, coupled with their
administrators, meets regularly to experience in other institutions, make
consider and act upon the advice of them well placed to offer sage counsel.
Senate

Deborah Bowen, Ph.D., Redeemer University College, Ancaster, Ontario
Brad Breems, Ph.D., Trinity Christian College, Palos Heights, Illinois
Barbara Carvill, Ph.D., Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan
Clarence Joldersma, Ph.D., Calvin College, Grand Rapids, Michigan

Alyce Oosterhuis, Ph.D., The King's University College, Edmonton, Alberta
Nicholas Terpstra, Ph.D., University of Toronto

Nicholas Wolterstorff, Ph.D., Yale University (emeritus)

Senior Administrative Staff

Harry Fernhout, PhD. ... ... .. .. President

John Meiboom . ............. ..., Vice-President of Advancement

Kai Ton Chau, MM., CGA . . ... ... .. Director of Administration and Finance
Lambert Zuidervaart, Ph.D. ... ... ... Academic Dean

M. Ansley Tucker, B.Sc.N, Th.M. .. .. .Associate Academic Dean

Pam Trondson, B.A.,, MDiv. . ... ..... Director of Student Services
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Master of Worldview Studies (M.W.S.)

his program is designed to allow

students to explore a Christian
worldview and its possible
implications for important areas of
cultural concern. It is especially
suitable for people who would like to
develop a Christian foundation for
their professional lives, and for those
who work in the field of education.

The Worldview program
comprises a total of eight semester
courses, including one in biblical
foundations, and another in
worldview foundations. Junior
Members may spread their other six
courses over a variety of fields,
although those concentrating in
education are encouraged to take all
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their electives in education.

The education stream is available,
in part, on a distance basis, and ICS
is committed, over the long term, to
making all of its worldview courses
available in distance mode.

A number of ICS Worldview
Studies courses have been approved
for credit towards the Christian School
Teacher Certificate (CSTC) sponsored
by the Ontario Christian School Teachers
Association (OCSTA) in Ontario. Some
courses have also been approved for
credit towards the Administrator
Certificate offered by Christian Schools
International in Grand Rapids,
Michigan and for the CASC (Christian

Academic Studies Certificate).



Master of Philosophical Foundations (M.Phil.F.)

he Master of Philosophical

Foundations is a two-year degree
designed for those who wish to pursue
doctoral studies, or who desire a firm
grounding in the core issues of their
chosen philosophical field.

The M.Phil.E program begins with
foundational courses in biblical
studies and reformational philosophy,
and concludes with a written thesis
which is defended orally.

Students may choose to specialize
in a particular discipline, or to
undertake an interdisciplinary degree.
At present, it is possible to specialize
in the following areas:

philosophical aesthetics
education

history of philosophy
philosophy of religion
political theory
systematic philosophy
theology

Students are required to complete
a total of twelve semester courses, in
addition to the thesis. Coursework is
chosen in consultation with a faculty
mentor. It always includes one
“interdisciplinary seminar” (offered
annually), and may also include up to
three “guided reading” courses.

The thesis is a major paper of
60-100 pages, and should demonstrate
that the Junior Member can work
competently in his or her area of emphasis:
The M.Phil.E oral examination comes
at the completion of the thesis. It is
conducted by the thesis committee,
plus an external examiner, and includes
an exploration of surrounding and
supporting knowledge.

GRADUATE BULLETIN 2004/2005 21



Doctoral Studies Program (Ph.D.)

he Ph.D. program is intended for

philosophers whose principal
vocation is to the life of scholarship
and teaching. Admission is restricted
to those holding a Master’s degree,
having a background in philosophy,
and showing evidence of prior work
in the proposed field of concentration.
Promising students who lack sufficient
proficiency in any of these areas may
be admitted to the program on the
condition that they complete additional
coursework. Normally, candidates are
informed of such conditions during
the admission process.

At present, ICS offers its doctoral
studies program in conjunction with
the Free University in the
Netherlands. By this arrangement,
students may undertake all their
coursework at ICS; the dissertation is
supervised by both schools; and the
Ph.D. is awarded by the Free University.
The Institute is seeking an amendment
to its degree-granting charter which
would allow ICS to grant the Ph.D.,
either alone or conjointly with the
Free University, as seems desirable.

Junior Members in the Ph.D.
program normally spend two years in
full-time study, completing a total of
twelve semester courses, plus a
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pre-thesis examination. The course
work covers both general philosophy,
at least one interdisciplinary seminar
(offered annually), and an area of
specialization.

Amongst the areas currently
available for specialization are:
philosophical aesthetics, education,
the history of philosophy, the
philosophy of religion, political
theory, systematic philosophy, and
theology.

In the last term of their coursework,
candidates complete an independent
study in the proposed thesis area,
culminating in a thesis proposal.

The connection between the
coursework and dissertation phases
of the program is the pre-thesis
examination. Candidates are tested by
a panel of internal and external
examiners for their mastery of several
works representative of their study at
1CS. The pre-thesis exam includes
both written and oral components,
and is also the occasion when candidates
must demonstrate their competence
in two relevant foreign languages.

Junior Members can expect to
spend at least two additional years
completing the dissertation, which is
defended orally.



2

Distance

In keeping with ICSs commitment to
education that is truly globally
accessible, 1CS is working to offer an
increasing number of courses in
distance mode.

Distance learning provides the
opportunity to structure graduate
study in-a flexible manner, even when
a person is working full time. Study
preferences are individual, and
students can adapt a course to suit
their own favoured approaches.

At present, ICS offers several
distance courses in education, which
are approved for the Ontario
Christian School Teachers’ Certificate,
as well as the Institute’s Master of
Worldview Studies. Some education
courses are also accredited for other
professional certifications as indicated
(see page 20).

Beginning in September, 2004,
ICS will begin an exciting new

Questions about distance education?

Contact the Academic Office at 1-888-326-5347 ext. 243
or e-mail registrar @icscanada.edu.

Learning

venture: the Christian Academic
Studies Certificate (sponsored by the
International Association for the
Promotion of Christian Higher
Education). CASC is designed to
serve academics who wish to deepen
their understanding of their calling as
Christian scholars. Over the next few
years, ICS and other institutions will
develop a range of courses for this
Certificate. CASC courses will fulfil
part of the requirements for the
Master of Worldview Studies, which
eventually will be entirely available in
distance mode. The courses employ a
mix of print-based materials and
online support. While an integral part
of study at a distance is a web-based
discussion forum, ICS is committed
to ensuring equitable access to its
courses, and will avoid delivery
methods that require highly
sophisticated hardware or software.
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