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e met when we were
students at Dordt
College. One night,
a retired professor
had the pair of us over, and talked
to us. He’s one of those folks who
never left off being a sixties radical,
and never left off being a committed disciple of Christ either. He
gave us this verse to wrestle with:
“From everyone who has been given
much, much will be demanded.” We
knew it, but we didn’t know what
it meant for us. What, exactly, was
the much we had been given? How
would we recognize what would be
demanded? Our radical professor
was pretty sure it meant we should
attend a certain small Christian
graduate school in Toronto and learn
to become thoroughgoing Christian
philosophers, but we weren’t quite
sure about that yet.
The Lord led us to teach in China
after we graduated; we both taught
English conversation, Benjamin
also teaching literature and Tricia
American culture for two years. As
you’d expect, it was both good and
hard. Our decision to marry brought
this to an end, as our organization
required newlyweds to take a year
to get to know each other before
going back. So we returned to North
America to study at the Institute
for Christian Studies, as that “radical professor” had advised. He had
encouraged us to go to a place that
would not just train us philosophically, while we kept up our faith on
the side, but to go to a place that had
really internalized the reality that
Christ is Lord of all of life, and that
continued on next page
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rest of the time. So we studied and
wondered: did our studies help us
therefore all of life is religion. That
love God and love others? Were we
Christ calls all of us to obedience not merely studying because we found it
just in our morals and our theology,
interesting and wanted an interesting
but in the practice of engineering,
job afterward? If we wanted to teach,
photography and teaching, and our
why did we want to teach?
way of conducting business and
Fast-forwarding quite a few years
doing politics as well. And that the
indeed, last August we were in
way we do these things will reveal
Michigan to visit family, where we
whether Christ is truly Lord of our
were introduced to a couple of family
lives or whether we are, in actual
friends. They were about to move
fact, worshiping other gods.
to Lithuania. As we talked about
Tricia’s upcoming PhD defense
“Did our studies help us love God and love others?
and our longterm desire to
Were we merely studying because we found it interesting
share a kingdom
vision with coland wanted an interesting job afterward? If we wanted
lege students in
an international
to teach, why did we want to teach?”
setting, they said
to us, “Come to
Lithuania! We
This conviction is another part
need philosophers!” We confess we
of the much we have been given. We
did not take this invitation seriously
have been given the gift of certainty
at the time. We assumed we would
that following Christ is not just
return to China.
about a couple of hours on Sunday,
However, a sleepless night of
and that there is a whole smorgasprayer led us to consider it more seribord of false gods to worship the
ously. And through many months of
Benjamin and
Tricia with their
children Miriam
and Peregrine
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prayer, discernment, and discussion
with LCC International University
in Klaipėda, we agreed to share
the position of Professor of Ethics,
starting in August 2016. We had
been praying for several years that
God would lead us to where we were
meant to be when we (at long last!)
came to the end of our graduate studies. In this invitation and throughout
the many delays and uncertainties
that followed, we felt God saying to
us, “Taste and see that I am good.”
The more we learned about LCC
and Lithuania, the more excited we
became about participating in the
work God is doing here.
One of the things that has pushed
us toward the sort of teaching we’re
doing in Lithuania, rather than the
sort we’d do at a big university in
North America, is our experience of
our professors at ICS. Our lives were
greatly enriched by being able to
work closely with them in a caring environment, and we knew we
wanted to go some place where we
could give what we had been given.
LCC International University
was established in 1991 at a critical
moment in history, when Lithuania
achieved independence from Soviet
rule. Currently, one-third of faculty
are Lithuanian and two-thirds are
from Western Europe, Canada, and
the United States. LCC’s mission is
“to provide a Christian liberal arts
education within a diverse learning
community that transforms people
for servant leadership,” and its vision
is “to engage students in a transforming educational experience in
order to create a generation of leaders
for Lithuania, Eastern Europe, and
Central Asia who think critically,
promote democratic ideals, work
to develop a market economy, and
re-build the network of civil society
within the context of a Christian
worldview.” Current enrollment
is around 625 students, from 30
countries, including Ukraine, Russia,
www.icscanada.edu
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Belarus, Albania, Kyrgyzstan, and
many others in Eastern Europe and
Central Asia.
Every program of study includes
core courses that “seek to develop
students’ critical thinking and
conflict transformation skills while
engaging them within a multicultural perspective and Christian
worldview.” This fall, Tricia is teaching Moral Philosophy, and Benjamin
is teaching Worldview and Christian
Faith; Tricia is also teaching Peacemaking and Justice.
LCC is uniquely placed to develop
future leaders from a region that has
not seen much Christian witness in
the past century. Most students come
here expecting to learn English, earn
a degree, move to Western Europe,
and get rich. Professors introduce
students to the idea that there can
be more to life than money, that
each of them can make a meaningful
contribution, and that they too can
taste and see the goodness of God.
The students, more than three-quarters of whom are not familiar with
the gospel when they arrive, long
for meaningful relationships. Many
return to their homes transformed
and equipped to be servant leaders.
To make this opportunity accessible,
faculty and staff positions are not
salaried, so we came as volunteers.
LCC provides on-campus housing
and flew us here. We are partnering
with Christian Reformed World Missions (CRWM) to develop a support
network of prayer, care, and financial
partners for our ministry.
When opportunities arise, LCC
uses its unique position to respond
quickly. It has set up a program to
serve students whose education has
been disrupted by war and terrorism,
from countries such as Iraq, Syria,
and Armenia. Our satellite campus
in Tbilisi, Georgia, offers a one-year
program that includes academic
instruction; assistance in preparing
to finish their degrees at LCC and

in other countries in Europe; and
trauma counseling, conflict resolution, and mediation services.
One of the things that drew us to
LCC was its similarity to ICS. It is
another small, passionate institution
that knows how to be adaptable and
committed to a Biblical vision. It has
a unique role in the academic world,
offering an interdisciplinary approach
that seeks to develop well-rounded
students who have a broader perspective than is often possible elsewhere.
It’s a place that draws talented people
who want to use their scholarship to
God’s glory and for the transformation of society. And its very existence
depends very much on the grace of
God and the support of people who
share its vision!
We know the success of the mission of both institutions is in God’s
hands, and we have strongly felt
God’s leading to become part of this
at LCC. We send monthly updates
to our prayer, care, and financial
supporters. We are excited about
keeping you in touch with our small
corner of the table on which the feast
is spread before us all.

www.icscanada.edu
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Our mailing address is:
Tricia and Benjamin Groenewold
Van Dyk
Kretingos g. 36
Klaipėda 92307
Lithuania
Email us at:
tvandyk@icscanada.edu or
bgroenewold@icscanada.edu

N A V I G AT I N G Y O U R
WORK-LIFE JOURNEY

A

re you looking for deeper
insights and practical
tools in order to navigate
your work-life journey
wisely and imaginatively? This twopart course is designed to offer such
insights and tools, in multiple modes
of engagement. Vocational Wayfinding can be enjoyed as...
1. an Online Adult Learning
experience,
2. a Group Learning experience*
3. an Online Credit/Certificate
course.
*Organise a small group of peers in your
workplace or church and access specialised
materials for a group learning experience.
Discover more at
wayfinding.icscanada.edu/vocational
or call us at 416-979-2331 ext. 239
“I think the strength of the Vocational
Wayfinding materials is in the variety
of people from different cohorts that could
meet together in any location. There could
be students, persons in mid-life, and
retirees all learning and mentoring one
another.”
—Dan Jack

Board member of the Mennonite Church of
Canada thinking about the possible impact of
this offering in his church community. He also
serves ICS as our board member in Calgary.
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WHERE IN THE
WORLD HAVE
YOUR GIFTS MADE
AN IMPACT?

Mark Roques,
Reality Bites,
WYSOCS, England
Mariette Goudzwaard,
Hogeschool Utrecht

Jacques Fauquez,
Social Worker,
France

William Eyk,
Professor Emeritus,
The Bahamas
Victor Morales,
Mexico
Nathaneal Bacon,
Guatemala

Institute for Christian Studies

Alberto Arrayon,
Puerto Rico

Hector Acero
Ferrer, PhD cand,
Colombia

Jonathan Weverink,
CRWM, Abuja
Nigeria

Ricardo Gouvea,
Brazil

I C S A L U M N I A R E S P R E A D W I D E LY
THROUGH-OUT NORTH AMERICA,
W O R K I N G A S T E A C H E R S , PA S T O R S ,
ARTISTS, WRITERS, AND IN MANY
MORE ROLES. THEY HAVE WORKED
IN CHRISTIAN COLLEGES AND
U N I V E R S I T I E S S U C H A S D O R D T,
C A LV I N , R E D E E M E R A N D K I N G ’ S ,
AND PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES
S U C H A S T O R O N T O , A L B E R TA ,
QUEEN’S AND PORTLAND. IT
IS IMPRACTICABLE TO MAKE A
COMPREHENSIVE ACCOUNTING
O F T H E I M PA C T O F I C S O U T S I D E
NORTH AMERICA, MUCH LESS
I N S I D E I T. H E R E W E P R O V I D E
RANDOM EXAMPLES OF THE
FORMER: WHERE PEOPLE HAVE
COME FROM OR WHERE THEY
A R E N O W. W E H O P E Y O U F I N D I T
AS INTERESTING TO VIEW AS WE
FOUND IT TO MAKE!
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Steven Durksen,
Ministry of
Education,
Cayman Islands

Maria Teresa Carrero
Alcantra, Lima, Peru
Michael Shepherd,
Bolivia

Hector Oliveres,
Santiago, Chile
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Andrew Jefferson,
Rehabilitation and
Research Centre,
Copenhagen

Rahel Kazenstein,
U Education Zurich

Yorick SchulzWackerbarth,
Vicar, Germany

Jelle Huisman,
Evangelical Theol
Sem, Croatia

Yana Skybin,
Ukraine
Samir Gassanov,
PhD cand,
Azerbaijan
Phaedon Kaloterakis,
KETHEA, Greece

Harry Anastasiou,
Cyprus peace
pioneer
Terry Tollefson,
Facing History
Ourselves, Cyprus

Bryan Richard, MA
Bangalore, India

Kuk-Won Shin,
Dean Academic
Affairs, Chongshin
U, Korea
Wing Hong Wong,
Taipei, Taiwan

Lau Chee Shi,
Yangon, Myanmar

Masuo Miyazaki,
Pastor, Kumamato
Peter Lok,
Hong Kong Baptist U

Fileke Fisseha,
MA cand, Ethiopia

Timeteo Gener,
Pres. Asian Sem,
Philippines

Godfrey Nkongolo,
MA cand, Tanzania

Iskander Saher,
Chaplain, Satya
Wacana, Salatiga,
Indonesia

Karen Astles,
Research Scientist,
Aquatic Ecosystems,
Australia

Walter Muloiwa,
U Venda, RSA
Ruth Kerkham
Simbao, National
Research Foundation
Chair, Rhodes U,
RSA

Christopher Gousmett,
Corporate Information
Manager, Hutt City,
New Zealand

www.icscanada.edu
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Congratulations to five Master’s
and two PhD Graduates

2016
Convocation
from left
to right:
Tanya deRoo
(inset)
Ruthanne Crapo,
Shannon Hoff,
Tricia Van Dyk,
Rebekah Smick,
Jim Olthuis,
Caleb Ratzlaff,
Lambert
Zuidervaart,
Flora Sewell,
Bob Sweetman,
Dean Dettloff,
Doug Blomberg,
Marg Hoogland

Tanya Weber deRoo MWS
Tanya Weber De Roo enrolled in the
MA program in 2003 with an interest
in the arts, aesthetics, and education.
She was an engaging presence, imaginative, intelligent, creative, above all
delightful. The title of her paper for
Biblical Foundations gives a hint of
this: “Sometimes I feel like a motherless child: An exploration of home in
Scripture”. Tanya met her husband
Neal at ICS. They moved recently
to King’s University, Edmonton,
from where Tanya continues to be a
redeeming presence on Facebook with
her delightful, scintillating postings
on the zany pleasures of being a parent of two young children.

it is only when alterity is respected
and not assimilated into the same is
there any possibility of genuine love.
Ruthanne went on to suggest that the
optimal condition for humans sharing
the Earth with nonhuman beings is
for humanity to respect difference
without systemic domination and
assimilation. Indeed, her thesis is a
celebration of the wonder of difference. The exquisite array of creational
difference is a blessing and invitation. Meeting in the interval between
without fusion or without isolation is
the way of love. Ruthanne defended
her dissertation on February 17, 2016
at the Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam.
Dr. Crapo now teaches philosophy
at the Minneapolis Community and
Technical College in Minnesota.

Ruthanne Crapo PhD

Tricia Kay Van Dyk PhD

mentor Jim Olthuis

Caleb Ratzlaff MA
mentor Shannon Hoff

Ruthanne Crapo came to the Institute because, although a person of
deep faith with a degree in psychology, she had nagging, unanswered
questions, not only more generally
about how to be a Christian in our
contemporary multicultural society, but more personally how as a
Korean-born American woman she
could best make a healing difference
in the world. At ICS, postmodern
psychoanalytic feminist Luce Irigaray
drew her attention. In due course,
she wrote a thesis, “The Way of Love,
Practicing an Irigarayan Ethic”,
articulating Irigaray’s central message: sexual difference is good, and

Tricia Van Dyk received her master’s
degree from ICS in 2007, having
graduated with a B.A. from Dordt
College. It was my privilege to
mentor her in this and the PhD. She
served as a teaching assistant in my
Reformational Philosophy seminar,
and her father, Dr. John Van Dyk,
my first philosophy professor at
Dordt, introduced me to the reformational tradition and inspired me
to become a Christian scholar. Tricia
and I have many connections!
Tricia’s dissertation, “Narrative
Companionship: Philosophy, Gender
Stereotypes, and Young Adult Literature”, ranges widely and wisely across

Some people spend a lot of time
observing other people, which potentially gives them occasions for moral
development: they have more practice
occupying a basic stance of orientation to others, developing moral
consideration, and cultivating moral
responsiveness. Caleb Ratzlaff seems
rather savvy when it comes to human
observation, and it’s my guess that
this allowed him to become a more
or less good person interested in the
issue of moral responsibility. His thesis, “Relationship Issues: Forgiveness
and Promising according to Hannah Arendt and Jacques Derrida,”
discusses the challenges facing moral
action: our own lack of transparency
to ourselves and the insufficiency of
both our knowledge and the time
we have for decision. Caleb identifies
two key practices that support ethical
action in the context of uncertainty
and one-sidedness—promising and
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various traditions and fields to show
why it is important for adolescents to
become friends with young adult fiction. This is especially important as a
way to resist the pseudo-individuality and pseudo-universality of gender
stereotypes, Tricia suggests, and
philosophers must also resist such
stereotypes by approaching literature
as a companion rather than a tool.
Weaving together insights gained
from Martha Nussbaum, Hannah
Arendt, Wayne C. Booth and others,
her dissertation is an evocative and
lucid reflection on the challenges of
embracing genuine plurality in a
social-media-saturated and economically globalized world.
Congratulations, Dr. Van Dyk!
May you experience God’s richest
blessings, finding “strength, hope,
and imagination” in the stories you
read, and in the story of your own
life.

mentor Lambert Zuidervaart

C

Help Write Our 50th
Anniversary Issue!

forgiving—and argues that the
value of our actions depends on our
uncertainty; if we could be certain,
ethical action would be reduced to
blind rule-following. But Caleb has
also shown that dedicating ourselves
to ethical attentiveness and learning
is the soil in which our capacity for
moral responsibility in uncertainty
grows. In his thesis and his time at
ICS, Caleb has continued this lifelong
preparation; his life will bear the fruit
of his highly ethical attentiveness.

Flora Sewell MWS
mentor Rebekah Smick
Flora is the second graduate of ICS’s
Art, Religion and Theology Master of
Worldview Studies program, which
is aimed at people interested in serious philosophical reflection upon the
relation of one’s Christian faith to
the practice of art in contemporary
culture. In the practical component
of her degree, Flora threw herself into
exploring artistically two themes
that fed into one another. One was a
visual investigation of the theological themes that underscore the issue
of human making that led her to
examine such myths as the Hebrew
tradition of the Golem. The other
was a series of images devoted to an
investigation of the tradition of the
Hamsa, or the Hand of God as a protective sign as it was used by Biblical
women. Flora is now working for
Intervarsity as Study Abroad Office
Coordinator in Madison, Wisconsin.
We miss Flora’s enthusiastic presence
in the halls of ICS and wish her Godspeed in her journey forward.

Dean Dettloff MA
mentor Bob Sweetman
Dean Dettloff apprenticed under
Matt Bonzo. A reader of Søren
Kierkegaard, he was engaged by contemporary phenomena within French
philosophy — speculative realists
like Badiou, public pessimists like
www.icscanada.edu

La Tour. Nietzsche danced in Dean’s
shadow. I hoped he would work on
Kierkegaard; Dean had other ideas. He
had an inkling that Berdyaev’s Christianly inflected views on creativity and
“the new” might offer redemptive possibilities in the face of those conundrums
Nietzsche enabled philosophy to despair
of. Berdyaev too had Nietzsche in his
shadow. Dean ended by taking up a new
interlocutor, Peter Sloterdijk. In his thesis “From Cynical Reason to Spiritual
Creativity: An Exercise in Religious
Anthropodicy”, he followed Sloterdijk’s
extensive analysis of contemporary cynicism, identifying its slow inoculation of
cultures against the effects of social and
cultural critique. Dean showed how, in
the face of such cynicism, the spectre
of Catch-22 filled the air, robbing us of
the oxygen we call hope. Berdyaev, who
already on an intuitive level seemed to
understand something of the effects of
cynicism, offered Dean Christian intuitions about creativity and “the new”
to break through our cynical present,
allowing for the possibility of hopeful
effort toward a future in which God in
Christ will indeed make all things new.

Marg Hoogland MWS
mentor Doug Blomberg
We featured Marg’s work in the previous issue of Perspective, particularly the
way in which she grasped the opportunity the MWS culminating project
presented to reflect systematically on
aspects of missionary practice, in Nicaragua and elsewhere, with a view to
enhancing this practice. Here, we take
the further opportunity to congratulate
Marg on her diligent engagement in
the courses she took throughout. Dedicated to the highest standards, ever
conscious of her calling as a disciple of
Christ, and facing the challenges and
rewards of online education (always
cheerfully, I must say), we are delighted
to celebrate her academic achievement,
as a member of the Class of 2016.
Perspective
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his year we celebrate our
50th year of Kingdom
service in higher education.
Fifty years of groundbreaking work showing the enduring
relevance of Scripture, challenging
comfortable assumptions. Fifty years
of equipping scholars to understand
and teach others to understand that
all of life is religion, inviting wholeof-life devotion to Jesus Christ.
Perspective is the ICS publication of
record, the best place to see the history of our community. We warmly
invite you to look through your own
collection or view past issues online
and mention articles that best reflect
the past fifty years. Highs, lows,
turning points, intersections with
the times: all are welcome. We will
review the suggestions we receive
and choose some for a lookback feature in our 50th anniversary issue.
To review past issues, please visit
www.icscanada.edu/perspective and
use the links there. Maybe include
a brief word on why you think an
article represents its time at ICS, or
how it reflects something of your
experience. Send as many suggestions
as you like. If more than one, consider choosing articles from different
decades. Send these to:
Perspective Editor,
Institute for Christian Studies
100-229 College Street, Toronto ON
m5t 1r4
or email
perspective-editor@icscanada.edu
The community is more than ICS's
financial support base. As a member,
you are also our memory. Please help
make our 50th anniversary issue a
vital look at fifty years of Christian
scholarship!
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A note of thanks to our
ICS Support Community . . .

A

s we approach our 50th
anniversary, our attention is firmly focused on
the decades ahead. Our
mission is as vital as ever and we look
to God to show us the way to pursue
our calling with vigour in the years
to come.
Yet, we can’t help but look
back as well in grateful reflection.
Throughout our history one thing
has not changed – and will never
change. Our mission survives and
thrives thanks only to the continued
and generous commitment of our
faithful supporting community.

• more and more people can
embrace the promise of the
Kingdom, and contribute to the
enactment of social justice in the
name of Jesus

Because of you …

Thank you for your faithful com-

ICS has been able to continue its
work of ensuring:
• Jesus Christ is faithfully represented in the highest reaches of
academic study
• deeply engaged Christian higher
education remains a healing force
in God’s world

• ICS graduates continue to make
a life-giving impact on those the
Holy Spirit leads them to serve
ICS grew out of a movement to
extend God’s glory “as the waters
cover the sea”, specifically through
Christian higher education. Help
us give our movement renewed and
sustainable vigour in this, our fiftieth
year!
mitment of the past 50 years!

Thank you for your continued
commitment in the years ahead!
Please see the enclosed reply coupon
for information about sending a
gift to ICS or Friends of ICS. Thank
you.

Help Write Our 50th Anniversary Issue!
(see page 7)
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