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A

s a young engineer, I
became spellbound by
Professor Van Riessen’s
book, The Society of the
Future. I was inspired by his vision
for development in society and the
Kingdom worldview. So becoming involved with Christian Higher
Education and listening to what the
ICS professors had to say, always had
my attention.
Some twenty-five years ago, I
received a call from Miss Aukje Masselink, the Vice Chair of the Board
of the ICS, with a request to become
a member of the Board. They were
struggling with serious issues and
were looking for a new Chairperson. Miss Masselink and I worked
together in establishing the Toronto
District Christian High School in
Woodbridge – I could see merits in
renewing that working relationship.
But.... Are you serious, Aukje? Being
serious about working at the ICS seemed
to be a stretch.
I declined twice for what I
continued on next page
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thought were good reasons, my family, and a growing business. In all
honesty, I was not sure either if an
engineer and businessman would be
able to help and connect. I was being
asked to support, influence and take
on a leading position within this
human circle of academics. Would
they accept me? How could I reach
them and could I build bridges to
the community?
In a third call she asked me to
reconsider. Sometimes it is difficult

serious about my own opinions?
Some of you may remember that
many years ago, students of Calvin College lampooned The Banner and hierarchy of the Christian
Reformed Church by publishing
the “Bananer”. Was it intended as a
farce or serious comment? Indignant
church authorities, the targets of
the students’ satire, rose to chastise
those frivolous young people. And
of course, there was the time ICS
professors rattled the CRC establishment with
the book, Out of
“In the end, the result and important outcome was the
Concern for the
Church. Both
real impact we could have on people who wanted to learn
actions were
provocative,
to think, act and teach with a Christian vision.”
shaking us up
to reconsider
some traditional
to recognize God’s call because we
positions. Today we can look back
get things mixed up with our peron it with a softer, even humorsonal interests and His call is often
ous eye and admit that what was
not convenient or palatable. So how
said was genuine, and in many
do you decide?
respects truthful, giving us a better
A Jewish proverb states: God
understanding of and insight into
conceals Himself from our minds but ourselves and God’s Kingdom.
reveals Himself to our hearts. . . . So,
Sometimes, the idea of seriousmy wife and I prayed and it became
clear that I had to give it a try.
But the question “Are you serious?” still echoed in my mind.
Our secular society shuns seriousness in many ways and often pushes
faith and religion away as irrelevant.
In our Reformed tradition, we
become very serious about our opinions and positions; we forget what
it’s like to be open and we need a
good measure of self-reflection. Often
it’s necessary to be more understanding of each other and embrace the
ironic, asking the question: Am I too
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ness is not about attitude but about
consequences and outcomes.
Dr. Timothy Keller, Presbyterian
Minister in New York, states, “God
is dangerous; don’t dismiss Him
as if there are no consequences to
our discussions and actions!”
There is no question that today
we witness the battle between the
power of the light of God’s Kingdom
and the dark forces of evil. More than
ever, we must be on guard about
matters of lifestyle in our living and
behaviour and in setting guidelines
with clear Christian insight for the
next generation.
Obviously, there was a large
measure of seriousness going around
in the early days of my association
with the ICS. Some of the challenges
we faced at ICS were not easy. How
were we going to overcome financial
deficits with hope and prayer? How
do you manage academic freedom and
how do you serve the community?
They all seemed to be serious problems which we took on and discussed
and tried to resolve. But in the end,
continued on page 11
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ICS Junior Members speak out. . . .

T

his past spring, the Junior
Members felt led to express
appreciation and support
for the work done by the
Board, President, Senior Members,
administration, staff, and supporters
of ICS during this time of transition.
We value the wisdom, patience, and
generosity with which recent challenges have been faced, embracing
the direction that has been set for
the Institute. As a way of expressing
our appreciation, and out of a desire
to honour the vision and mission of
ICS as it fosters new generations of
engaged Christian scholars, we tried
putting into words what an ICS
graduate education means to us.
The spirit of ICS blends intellectual generosity and rigour: the

priority of academic freedom and
the defence of faith commitments
and questions around spirituality as
being worthwhile. In the classroom,
this spirit manifests itself in how we
“apprentice” ourselves to a variety
of texts that open us as readers to
diverse perspectives. We are encouraged to consider the implications of
our own perspectives and to engage
in a learning environment characterized by wonder and motivated by
the need and desire to speak across
boundaries. At ICS, the classroom
is not an “ivory tower.” Rather, the
religious and cultural diversity of
our city and our own Junior Members has led ICS to weave a web of
cultural, institutional, and individual
relationships that are integral to

the formation it offers to its Junior
Members. What follows are a few
examples of how this has taken
shape.
ICS is one of a few graduate
programs working from the explicitly Christian base of Reformational
philosophy. Committed to engaging
critically but charitably with all
streams of thought, it currently
draws significantly on the Continental tradition. ICS has gained the
attention of internationally renowned
scholars, enabling ICS to host talks
by the likes of Hans-Georg Gadamer,
Richard Kearney and John Caputo –
but also analytic philosophers such as
Nicholas Wolterstorff, the theologian
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ICS Junior Members speak out. . . .
continued

Miroslav Volf, and educationalist
Thomas Groome.. ICS has provided
quality philosophical education to
neighbouring schools in areas where
their resources were somewhat
limited. Conversely, the Toronto

justice and the common good, and
intersections between spirituality
and social responsibility in local
churches. These projects enliven
academic life at ICS, opening up
productive conversation between
academic work
and the commu“We are encouraged to consider the implications of our
nities served by
CPRSE.
own perspectives and to engage in a learning environment
In conjunction with the
characterized by wonder and motivated by the need and
Art Gallery
of Ontario’s
desire to speak across boundaries.”
exhibit, Mystical Landscapes,
ICS recently
School of Theology (TST) and the
co-hosted a large public lecture
University of Toronto (UofT) provide by Canadian philosopher Charles
courses that bolster those offered
Taylor, and included an introducby ICS. ICS’s academic and social
tory seminar on the exhibit. ICS, in
exchanges with UofT also actively
partnership with Imago, Ryerson
bridge the divide between Christian
University’s Faculty of Arts, and the
and public institutions, countering
Toronto International Film Festival
a narrative that would separate faith
(TIFF), recently organised a lecture
and religion from public life.
with filmmaker and screenwriter
Under the direction of Senior
Paul Schrader (a Calvin College
alum) and a
connected series
“The call to attend to the deepest human questions
of workshops
on faith and
continues to guide ICS in its research, teaching and
transcendence
in film. The
community outreach. . . .”
event preceded
the release of
Schrader’s most
Member Ronald Kuipers, the
recent film—his own attempt at the
Centre for Philosophy, Religion &
transcendental style—First Reformed,
Social Ethics (CPRSE) ties together
which premiered this year at TIFF.
academic vocation with public
These kinds of events are an opportulife through a number of ongoing
nity to guide public dialogue on the
research projects, publishing, public
relationship between Western art and
lectures and community interviews.
Christian faith, a relationship often
CPRSE is currently partnering with
downplayed in both art-historical
the Centre for Community Based
circles and the popular imagination.
Research in the SSHRCC-funded
Junior Members have been
“Faith and Settlement Partnerships”
involved in various ways in all of
project, investigating the impact of
these projects. We have also struck
faith communities in refugee integra- out on our own, taking full advantion and settlement. Previous and
tage of ICS’s proximity to other
continuing areas of research include
major philosophical centres like Chireligious citizenship, economic
cago, Montreal, New York and Bos-

4

Institute for Christian Studies

Perspective

ton. Junior Members are regularly
invited to participate in ongoing
local conversations (e.g., The North
American Interfaith Network) and
research initiatives (e.g., with the
Lonergan Research Institute, Pontifical Institute for Medieval Studies,
the Society of Christian Philosophers,
and Ryerson and UofT philosophy
working groups). Junior Members
have had access to teaching (at Tyndale University College, University
of Waterloo, and others) and writing
opportunities (e.g. with America
Magazine) by virtue of being at ICS
in Toronto.
We constantly marvel at our
institution’s capacity for action and
strongly believe in its prophetic mission. We also believe the reason those
students who have been, are, and
would continue to be drawn to ICS
is precisely because of its being an
academic environment that inhabits
the space of commitment and diversity outlined in this letter. Expressed
in the ground-breaking work of
Senior and Junior Members, the
call to attend to the deepest human
questions continues to guide ICS in
its research, teaching and community
outreach throughout these moments
of transition. This unique mission
has granted ICS robust networks of
support and impact, placing it at the
heart of conversations that are crucial
for our world today.

www.icscanada.edu

Art in Orvieto

W

ho would have
thought that I, at
an advanced age,
would audit a
graduate course offered by ICS in
Orvieto, Italy? I did just that this
summer and fell in love with the
3000-year old hill city of Orvieto – its splendid cathedral; its
clean lanes; its friendly people; and
its gelato stores! All this was an
inspiring backdrop to eye-opening
lectures by Senior Member Rebekah
Smick about the purpose of art in
the eyes and minds of philosophers,
theologians and aesthetic theorists
during the past 2,500 years.

What is the role of the religious image
and can and should it make visible what
is essentially invisible: God’s divinity?
What are the responsibilities and limitations of artists serving the Church? How
have Catholics, Orthodox Christians and
Protestants understood the function of
images in worship? Is Christian art still
possible in our modern times?
These are some of the questions we
tried to answer by studying passages
from Genesis, Plato, Bonaventure,
Luther, Calvin, Hegel, Adorno,
Seerveld and Wolterstorff, to name
just a few. In our visits to Rome,
Assisi and Florence, we studied artworks related to our class discussions.

The 20 participants from Canada
and the U.S. (among them a lawyer,
a school teacher, several ministers
and practicing artists, predominantly
middle-aged) were impressed by the
intellectual caliber of the two Junior
Members, Julia de Boer and Danielle
Yett. We cherished the hospitality
of the Gordon College campus (a
renovated convent) and Prof. John
Skillen’s guided tours. And we all
thanked Rebekah for her patient
guidance through at-times difficult
readings, her warmth and gracious
leadership. I hope ICS will continue
to offer the Art in Orvieto program.
It is a precious and blessed gift.

by Barbara
Carvill
Professor of
German emerita,
Calvin College,
former ICS
senator and
chancellor,
Friends of ICS
board member

The duomo
in Orvieto
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Stories along
Why come to Canada? Already I
have been sufficiently encouraged
and stimulated in my thinking to
daily give thanks to our God for
leading me to a place where my life
and learning can be so enriched.
—Wilma Nothrop
from Australia, Junior Member, 1967, in honour
of whom the Wilma Scholarship for female
students was established

While talk about “worldview “ is
now common, neutral areas are
still assumed. ICS is distinctive
in continuing to explore how “all
things hold together in Christ” and
how to serve the Lord in all of life.
Good news for Canada, the US and
for the world God loves!

ICS was the organic product of the
worldview I grew up with: “the
centrality of Scripture” and “the
Lordship of Jesus Christ over every
square inch of creation.” Today,
ICS still means all that and more,
including rigorous academic, often
controversial, Christian scholarship and inquiry that courageously
engages and challenges contemporary
societal issues and “idols” from an
integral, redemptive/historical biblical perspective.
—John Joosse
Trustee; son of Rev. James Joosse,
founding Board member, and Lena

—Morris Greidanus
Interim President and initiator of Channel 229,
2005-06; current Chair, Friends of ICS

I served at ICS during some difficult times (were they ever easy?),
but never lost my first love for the
all-of-life-under-Jesus’-lordship
principle, which I absorbed as a
child. Any story, usually a student’s,
of the life-changing impact of that
principle rekindled my commitment
to full-life integration in following
Jesus and my love for the community
that upholds it.
—Aileen Van Ginkel
Director of Development, 1982-1986,
Board Chair 2014-15

I am very grateful that I came to
ICS in the early stages of my postgraduate studies as it gave me a
formidable foundation from which
I could build and formulate my prospectus in the area of international
peace and conflict studies.
—Harry Anastasiou
MPhilF 1979; peace worker in Cyprus;
Professor of Peace and Conflict Studies,
University of Portland

1967 – 2017
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the way. . . .
Not “biblical and radical” but
“biblical therefore radical!” I first
encountered ICS thinking in the late
70s, via my annual pilgrimage to
Greenbelt, the UK Christian Arts festival. A tradition that was biblicalevangelical in its roots and therefore
radical in its promise gave me a hope
I’ve been exploring ever since.
—Nik Ansell
MPhilF Junior Member, starting 1986;
PhD ICS/VU 2005;
Senior Member, 2004-present

Recently I was telling some folk
in Sydney that though I gained
degrees either side of the ICS sojourn
from the universities of Oxford and
London, ICS was the most rigorous
educational experience of the three.
—David Smith
MPhilF, Calvin College Professor and
Director of Kuyers’ Institute for
Christian Teaching and Learning

We, at a certain point, felt that when
senior members of the ICS wrote or
spoke it was something we wanted
to pay attention to and we trusted
that they were going to be sharing
thoughtful ways of looking at our
world and we were really eager for
that.
—Sally Jongsma
Trustee 2011-13

www.icscanada.edu

From the moment I met the ICS
community at an undergraduate
workshop I was sold! I recognized
in ICS a similar expression of curiosity, independence, and philosophical/social engagement that I see in
myself. This community is the perfect blend of scholarly and spiritual
philosophy; no one pretends to know
more than they do, and even I, as a
young first-year master’s candidate,
feel listened to and justified in my
beliefs.
—Grace Carhart
Gordon College, Mass.

In the academy, to become ten times
wiser in postmodernism, phenomenology and existentialism than those
who espouse those views, but also to
be able to speak completely from a
gospel perspective. To me, personally,
that has been the gift of ICS, a living
example of how to be a Daniel in a
pretty contentious world.

I was excited to come to ICS because
I expected to find an impassioned
Christian community that wasn’t
willing to live a divided life of giving
over the academic world to a purely
secular mind set. My faith matters to
my philosophy.

—Mark VanderVennen

—Michelle Leaman

Executive Director of Shalem Mental Health
Network; son of Robert, Director of Educational
Services from 1974, and Mary

MA 2006; Program Director,
Violence Protection Network
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From the beginning. . . .

by Henk
Hart

H.

spiritually-oriented scholarship in
the reformational tradition. To this
day, I give thanks for this unique
privilege.
Admittedly, the persistence of
controversy sometimes had serious consequences. A free-standing
graduate school depending entirely
on the goodwill of donors will always
have significant shortfalls. Salaries have therefore always been too
low. At times gaps became so wide
that colleagues felt compelled to
resign and serve
elsewhere. On
“A career at ICS is an incomparable privilege, a source of rare occasions,
contracts were
deep gratitude, and a unique environment for spiritually- not renewed.
Boards resorted
oriented scholarship in the reformational tradition.”
to deep cuts in
salary to make
ends meet. The
was now very close to opening the
spiritual direction of the institute
Institute in October 1967. In my
was on occasion the subject of earnest
inaugural address I tried to explain
discussion.
why the new school would look for
It takes an unusually strong instiits scholarly direction in the young
tution to survive such painful blows.
reformational tradition developed
I am confident that prayer, hope,
by Herman Dooyeweerd and Dirk
a deep sense of calling, and strong
Vollenhoven. Choosing that direction commitment to the significance of
was sufficiently controversial that no
ICS’s vision and mission were blessed
explanation could make it go away.
with faithful endurance in the supAnd controversy of all kinds from
porting community, its boards, the
then on clung to ICS as its skin.
various employees, and the outstanding students.
Miraculously,
“In the very beginning there were people of vision and
after 50 turbulent years, ICS
courage who gathered to bring about such an unlikely
is here and more
than ready to
institution.”
continue, giving
thanks for the
rich gifts that
It would, however, be a mistake
have outweighed the pains by far.
to think that more than 50 years of
Bound by space and memory, I
work in a controversial environment
will mention only a few of those rich
became marked by disappointment
gifts. In the very beginning there
or even bitterness. I know I speak
were people of vision and courage
not only for myself when I say that
who gathered to bring about such
a career at ICS is an incomparable
an unlikely institution. And when
privilege, a source of deep gratithere was only an association of such
tude, and a unique environment for
people, well before the Institute
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Evan Runner was so
sure that his vision
for what is now ICS
would be realized,
that in 1957 he started persuading
Calvin students to go to the Free
University in Amsterdam to prepare
for the eventuality that the Institute might want to call on them for
service. So I sailed for Amsterdam
in 1959 and on 5 August 1966 I
started as the first full-time employee
of the Association (AACS) that
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existed, they organized family conferences from coast to coast both north
and south of the border. These were
so appreciated that at their peak a
single conference could host 1,000
people. Once the Institute opened it
needed a home. Soon enough we were
blessed with a donor who made available half the cost of a suitable building – 229 College Street, Toronto!
The family conferences could now
be joined by well-attended academic
conferences.
To our joy and amazement, small
and insignificant as we were, scholars
with an international reputation
were willing to participate. In time
the Free University in Amsterdam
partnered with us in the granting of
PhD degrees and subsidized some
of its scholars to come and join our
staff. From early days on, the ICS
curriculum gained internal strength
by the development of two unique
seminars, in which all Senior and
Junior Members participated. One
was the Interdisciplinary Seminar
in which a significant issue received
close scholarly attention from the
disciplinary point of view represented by each faculty member. The
other was Biblical Foundations, in
which Senior Members took turns
leading participants into a deeper
understanding of a particular Bible
book. Closely related, and early in
ICS’s history, an annual lecture series,
Christianity and Learning, attracted
visiting scholars with a strong reputation in a significant area of learning
to lead us into grappling with its
spiritual significance.
All the above are organized sides
of ICS’s existence. There are also
much more personal riches that lead
to joy and thanksgiving, such as the
fruits of Senior and Junior Members’
work: Courses that are experienced
as an intellectual high, papers that
are clear marks of progress, articles
and books that are well received. At
convocation it is especially satisfying
www.icscanada.edu

Patmos artist John
Corcoran’s mural,
4th floor classroom

for me to take note of the creative
projects that are rewarded with a
degree, their titles alone testifying to
an exceptional scholarly imagination.
Again and again I am humbled and
surprised by the high praise given to
ICS work by external examiners.
In this context I want to honour and give thanks for those in
all phases of our work who passed
on, some while still active at
ICS. Their legacy continues to contribute to what ICS is today.
They will always be remembered
and deeply appreciated.
Does ICS have a future? Will
there be another 50 years and
therefore a centennial celebration?
Humanly speaking, and none of
us can speak otherwise, perhaps all
the hurdles and stumbling blocks
point to the end being in sight.
Why actually? The time after Out
of Concern for the Church or after the

1992 conference also did not hold
much promise. But the guidance of
the Spirit always led us through the
Red Sea. The entire history of ICS,
humanly speaking, testifies to the
impossibility of survival or a future,
even today. It also seemed so when
I started in 1966. In the last month
of that first year we were still short
60 percent of the budget. But if you
trust speech beyond human speech,
50 years of events have spoken of
grace upon grace. So I set my sights
on my grandchildren telling their
children: “ICS in the basements of
supporters is where Opa worked in
the times of the Counter-Culture. He
gave thanks for that.” Indeed, ICS in
the basement of Knox College is a
fitting continuation of our history.

www.icscanada.edu
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“But the guidance of the Spirit
always led us through the Red Sea.”

Dr. Hendrik Hart was the first
to take up the call to serve as an ICS
Senior Member. He shares his reflections on those early years and the
challenges and joys that marked
the years since.
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King’s and ICS to begin affiliation discussion

F

or years, there has been
talk about affiliating two
Canadian institutions in the
Reformed tradition: The
Institute for Christian Studies (ICS)
and The King’s University. King’s
and ICS signed a Memorandum of
Understanding on September 30 at
the Board of Governor’s twice-yearly
meeting at King’s.
“It’s been a long process getting
to where we’re at, which is the very
beginning,” said King’s President

Dr. Melanie Humphreys. “ICS
operates under a Legislative Act in
Ontario and we operate under an Act
in Alberta, and it’s important that
we maintain both of these.”
The two institutions have a vision
for accomplishing something bigger
than either can accomplish on their
own – a Canadian Christian university in the Reformed tradition offering both undergraduate and graduate
degrees. The initial scope of discussion includes the development of
conjoint degrees,
a financial
“Our institutions align ideologically quite well, and
agreement, and
a study of goverit’s very exciting to envision what our affiliation could
nance structures
that may need to
become, including imagining how it might extend our
happen in order
to give full effect
shared mission in Christian higher education.”
and meaning to
an affiliation.
This would also
contribute to King’s vision for a centre for Christian thought and action,
a goal in the university’s strategic
plan, Shared Vision 2020.

Outgoing ICS President Dr. Doug
Blomberg initiated conversations
some time ago to bring the two institutions together and affirms that he
is “deeply grateful for this outcome.”
“Our institutions align ideologically quite well, and it’s very exciting
to envision what our affiliation could
become, including imagining how it
might extend our shared mission in
Christian higher education” said Dr.
Ronald Kuipers, new Provost at ICS.
“We have a lot of questions to
answer and work to do in figuring out what will allow us both to
benefit and build capacity,” said
Humphreys. “This is just the beginning of exploring what we can do to
advance both our missions programmatically.”
In the upcoming year, King’s and
ICS will set timelines and processes
in motion to be able to realize this
vision.
This article is being jointly
published in both Connection
and Perspective magazines.

30 September 2017. John Valk and Bill Lodewyk, ICS and King’s Board Chairs,
sign Memorandum of Understanding
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Are you serious?
continued from page 2

the result and important outcome
was the real impact we could have on
people who wanted to learn to think,
act and teach with a Christian vision.
Some years ago, I was approached
by two graduates of ICS. They both
recognized me as the former Chair
and expressed to me how their lives
had changed through the vision
instilled by the senior members. One
said, “I was lost in the secular university and found God’s purpose
for my life at ICS.” He now heads
up a charitable foundation, making
a difference in people’s lives, passing
along the benefits of an ICS education.
The other graduate worked on
Context with Lorna Dueck. She
informed me he is a Christian
thinker who can give perspective to
the complex social problems they
confront in television and the media.
We may never know the impacts
today’s graduates and hundreds of
others like them are making in the
world.
At ICS, we did some heavy
philosophical and spiritual lifting,
sometimes with good laughter and
humour, and sometimes doing grim
things we would rather not do. But
throughout it all, God revealed Him-

self to our hearts and we were able
in it, while it is finding its place
to bring insight to often complex
in him” – a serious warning for us
problems.
in all human endeavours. In our
The question often is: How do
commitment to Christian educawe find God’s plan for the position
tion, we have the opportunity to fill
in which we are placed? There is a
the next generation with Christian
biblical answer in Micah 6, which
vision and to knit into them God’s
reminds us to serve with humility
place for their lives. Being serious
and trueness of our heart: “He has
means in the first place, knowing
showed you O man, what is good. and finding our identity in Jesus
And what does the Lord require
Christ, while working out the estabof you? To act justly and to love
lishment of God’s Kingdom in this
mercy and to walk humbly with
world. I am grateful for the work
your God.”
Over the
years, my wife
“In our commitment to Christian education, we have the
and I have sometimes walked
opportunity to fill the next generation with Christian
difficult roads
and we found
vision and to knit into them God's place for their lives.”
that the greatest blessings of
our lives were in the low points and
I was asked to take on in Christian
most difficult times. As a matter of
higher education. It has been an
fact, in calling me to take on tasks
immense blessing during the jourin Christian higher education that
ney of my life and it was worth seriappeared to be too difficult, God’s
ous effort. The honour ICS bestowed
blessing was found in preventing me on me in 2012 continues to serve as
becoming totally swallowed up by
a reminder of the benefits those tasks
an enticing secular business world.
brought to my life.
C. S. Lewis states in the Screwtape
If asked, I would do it all over
Letters: “Prosperity knits a person
again! Am I serious? – You bet I
to this world. He finds his place
am!

ICS honoured Dr. Fred Reinders
as a “community builder” in 2012
with the conferral of an honorary
doctorate. He has long been a major
benefactor of numerous organisations
and served ICS as Board chair and
co-chair of the reGeneration Campaign
(2002). Founding Maple Reinders
(also 50 years ago!) on the basis
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of Christian values, Dr. Reinders
contributed to many significant
engineering and often ecologically
sensitive projects, including Pangnirtung Reservoir Nunavut, the
Wardair Hangar, Jasper Wastewater
Treatment Plant and King’s and
Redeemer Universities.
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A note of thanks from our
President Doug Blomberg

O

ver the last few weeks,
I visited supporters in
a number of places in
western Canada and
the US. My purpose in undertaking
this was to celebrate our upcoming
50th Anniversary, thinking of all the
members of our community who live
a long way from Toronto, most of
whom would not be able to make it
to our event on November 11.
When we met, I also emphasised
my deeply personal as well as institutional debt to supporters. For me,
as for so many others, it goes without
saying there would not have been an
ICS to come to as a Junior Member
in 1975 without dedicated, ongoingly faithful people with a vision
for Christian higher education. I had

met many of the people who came to
our gatherings before, and they also
represented the hundreds whom I
have not met. These were very joyous times of fellowship and celebration. I thank our Lord and Saviour
for the blessings in my life that
originated with a committed band
of visionaries who said, “We need a
Christian University in the reformational tradition in North America!
God calls us to do this!”
As I complete my term as President at the end of this month (Reformation Day!), I praise God for our
partnership with The King’s University, a new home at Knox College
in the University of Toronto, a close
to balanced budget, and the income
from the sale of our share in 229
College Street. None of these steps
has been easy, but by God’s grace,
we are in a strong position to move
forward with hope into our next 50
years. May our Lord continue to bless
the vision and mission of Christian
higher education, especially at the
graduate level. I repeat, we could
not have done this without you, the
faithful hands and feet, hearts and
minds of Jesus, sustaining us as we
move forward into the future He has
in store for us. Thank you!
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